Duquesne University
Duquesne Scholarship Collection

CSSP Newsletter CSSP Newsletter and Spiritan News

6-20-1971

CSSP Newsletter-No.6 (1971)

Congregation of the Holy Ghost Fathers

Follow this and additional works at: https://dsc.dug.edu/cssp-news

Repository Citation
Congregation of the Holy Ghost Fathers. (1971). CSSP Newsletter-No.6 (1971). Retrieved from
https://dsc.duq.edu/cssp-news/19

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the CSSP Newsletter and Spiritan News at Duquesne
Scholarship Collection. It has been accepted for inclusion in CSSP Newsletter by an authorized administrator of
Duquesne Scholarship Collection.


https://dsc.duq.edu/
https://dsc.duq.edu/cssp-news
https://dsc.duq.edu/cssp-news-spiritan-news
https://dsc.duq.edu/cssp-news?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fcssp-news%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dsc.duq.edu/cssp-news/19?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fcssp-news%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

CSSP - NEWOSLETTER - Co5P

Congregazione dello Spirito Santo Clivo di Cinna, 195 - 00136 Roma

CONTENTS
Splrltan App01ntments. District Council,S&4 da Bandeiraeececoe

June 20th,’l’9’7~’lﬂ. ‘: - el ST 27‘1 57J7

The General House: A381stants General on tour..o....,...,..
' News of the Provinces and DistrictSecccecccecococsceccccscscass ;u

News of the Missionary R R L R e al
Special Report - Letter of the
General Council of White Fathers

SPIRITAN APPOINTMENTS

District Council of S& da Bandeira: Fathers Serafim Lourenco(1at.
Assistant),Carlos Pereira
Borges(2nd.Assistant) sMiguel Soares da Silva, Brother Joao da Cruz, -
Fathers José Fernandes de S& ,Antonio Relgnders Leonardo Nijssen,
Bernardo Keane(representing the Irish confreres). .

THE GENERAL HOUSE

Assistants General on tour: Last month Father J.Stocker left for
Lokoja(Nigeria) to represent the Gen-
eral Administration at the ordination of Mgr Alexis Makozi which
took place on Pentecost Sunday. The new bishop will be Aux111ary
to Mgr Auguste Delisle,Bishop of Lokoja. Father Stocker is now
visiting the confreres in the District of Eastern Nigeria.

Father K.Houdijk was in Holland for
meetings with the Provincial Council during which the situation
in Tanzania,Bangui and Amazonia were discussed. Mgr Joaquim de
Lange,C.S.8p.,0f the Prelature of Tefe was also present for the
last mentioned discussion. The Dutch Assistant General will also
visit Angola in June,and will be present for the celebration of
the 25 anniversary of the arrival of the Dutch confreres in that
mission territory. He will visit some of the missions and take
part in discussions with the missionaries. ‘

From July to August Father Houdijk will be in Tanzania for a
meeting of the District of Bagamoyo and a conference of Rellglous
Superiors at Dar-es-Salaam,_ He. hopes to visit the confreres in
Same and Arusha later in the month.

Father L.Ledit, Assistant General,has just returned from France
where he visited the confreres in the District of Auteuil.

NEWS OF THE DPROVINCES AND DISTRICTS

Superior General visits Switzerland, Holland ,Belgium
and England

From May 8th- 231rd,1971 the Superior General made brief visits
to the above mentioned Provinces where he held consultations with
the confreres. In this way he was able to see the overall picture
of the different areas,and appreciate their problems and under-
stand the new orientations in organizations and thinking. Here we
mention only a few of +the more interesting aspects of his tour.
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England: On May 9th,the Superior General visited Aldenham Grange
the student residence for theologians. Next day he went
to the London Missionary Institute,a consortium organized about 5
vears ago by the principal misgicnary societies of England. Based
on the well-known college of the Mill Hill Fathers,this new venture
groups together 200 studentsyand also provides courseg for laymen

and women who volunteer for service in mission lands.

Holland: Father Lécuyer arrived in Gemert on May 14th and during
the next-five days visited most of the communities. of the
Province. He attended a meeting of the Provincial Council on May
18th and on ‘the dgamé ‘day spdke with -the directors of the Central
Commissariate .of the Missions .at the Hague. Father..General was
particularly impressed by the African Museum at Berg en Dal which
forms part of the nissionary animation carried out by our “Fathers.

Belgium: On Thursday,May 20th,Father Lecuyer took part in a meet-~
ing of the Académie Interna ionale des Sciences Religieses

held at Héverlée. On Sunday,May 2%rd he presided at a concelebrated

Mass at Gentinnes. This functlon formed part of a day organized

for the families of our Walloon Fathers killed at Kongolo. During

the afternoon Father Lécuyer visited the museum and the informat-

ion centre at Gentinees. That evening he returned to Rome.

Gambia: District Chapter Documents Published:

The District Chapter was held in two sessions,one in Décember
1970,the second in January of 1971. There were four preparatory
meetings before the first session. Suggestions and toplcs for
discussion were presented at these meetings. Sub-commissions were
then appointed in the usual manner to carry out the task of pre-
paring working papers for the use of the delegates. The following
list of topies show that members of the District were willing to
face the key problems of the apostolate in contemporary Gambia:

"Seminary Formation and Native Clergy"; "Apostolate to the

Muslims"y "The Missionary and his People"; "Finance and Devel-

opment"; "Catechetics" VS E (el @yl N

Thoughsithet @éntenbs ofsthese documents has yet to be studied
and -pronounced. upon by the General Council,the members of the
District. have every reason to be proud of. the effort and thought
which went into the preparation of what was obviously an effective
Chaptér.: In the;same post as the Chapter documents came the first
Gambia Newsletter and , the announcement that for the first time in
its history,Spiritan personnel this year reached 20 priests and 2
Brothers!. Spe01allzed contributions to the field of development
are well catered for in the Lamin communlty,and we hope to be able
to give detalls about this work in a.future issue. (Note 4 Fathers
and one Brother from Eastern ngerla are now working in the Gambia:
Frs.Willie Fitapatrick,P.J.0'Connoxr, B Frawley,M Murphy and Bro.
Anthony McEvoy.

Kenya: Documents issued by the Second Session of Ohapter

The second. session of the Kenya District Chapter took place
from April 18th to 24th,1971. Most of the documents include a
preamble followed by qome practical propositions. Thig,in the
writer's opinion,is an advantage because. the Chapter documents
really represent an effort on the part of the members of the Dis~
trict to think: out the theological foundations of their apostolate
in-Kenyas' Thus-to give but one example, Commigsion:I dealt with -
the #Nature of . theiApestolate",and in the final document sent to-.
its members sets out a preamble of eight paragraphs-aspects such’.
as: the Spirit and Missionjthe Church as sign of the Reconc¢iling
Spirit; Word,Leadership and Sacraments,etc. Corresponding to these
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paragraphs ‘are sOme verJ 1nterest1ng prop081t10ns which highlight
the need for following good theology with good ‘pastoral practice.
For . exampie the formation of "extended family groups within the
parish" is urged with a 'view to the development of a real Christ-
dan ¢ommunity respon31ble Tor teaching rellglon 1n1t1at1ng the.
catechumens and organising worship. :
. Many other exdmples could be given of a similar freshness of
approach to the apostolate and to pastoral methods,not to mention
a sound attitude to the need for fostering the local SUeESy Einya’
every possible way. The present writer felt that given the im-
portance of Nairobi as a modern African urban centre,the sedtion -
"Urban Apostolate" should have been much more comprehen51ve and
based on at least a few pilot enquiries. The assembly seems to .
have been aware of this lack,judging by the note appended to the
final document. (Since the above documents have yet to be studied
by’ the General Council,these remarks are presented by the Editor
simply by way of 1nformat10n. i) ;

Reunion: District Chapter held in May

The District Chapter of Reunion(recently separated from the
isiand of Mauritius) was held, at Saint-Denis on the 25th,26th and
27th of May. This Chapter has been well prepared and we have

read some of the preliminary documents with great interest.. In the
autumn we hope to publish a summary of the flnal prop081t10ns.

Bang Missionary Tralnlng in the Dlstrlct

Father Heyke's stay in the CAR comes. to an end in Se ptember—
October of this year. During this perlod he helped with the con-
tinued training of personnel of the District of Bangui. Some:.of
hig discussion papers have found their way into Provincial Bullé-
tins in Europe and indicate how useful it is to have - the Serv1ces
of. a. pastoral theoWOglan who is willing to ‘spend a substafitialic
period of time in a given mission district. Other m1881onary
1nst1tutes are also beginning to feecl the need for courses in
theology given on the missionfield; it is believed that if the
team of experts can stay long enough to learn about the special
problems of. the. area,their impact can be much greater and their
work more effective.

~ The District of Bangui also carried. out an enquiry into the

effectivencss of the acculturation course; prov1dea for young con-
frepes ~joining the District for the first time. ‘Though only 4
Spiritans and two Fidei donum priests were involved,the District
made a genuine effort to determlne “the effectlveness of the aid
given to the new missionaries to adapt learn the language and the
customs of the area,and study the various pastoral groups. District
Superiors would be well_adv1sed to this short but helpful survey.

Central Brazil: Letter concerning the Priestheod Crisis

" Towards the end of the District meeting in January 1971, the
Spiritan missionaries send a letter addressed to the bishops in
whose territories they work,on the subject of the priesthood and
the ordination of married men. The letter is -headed:Belo Hori-
zonte, January 7th,1971. We provide thefollowing summary:

After a brief sketch of the present crisis in the Bragzilian
priesthood,the letter lraws attention to the fact that the popul-
ation is increasing rapidly while the number of priests diminishes
Missionaries still in .the country are growing older and cannot be
replaced. It would scem the time has come to prepare the laity
to shoulder greater responsibility in the direction of the People
of God. While reaffirming their respect for priestly celibacy,
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the group respectfully:.asks the blshops to consider the question
of ordaining manrried:men. -

.In this connection the letter refers +o. Pope Paul's communic=
ation with: Cardinal Vlllot(February 1970), and the letter of the
CNBB -to ‘the Pope on the same subject. The Splrltan team goes on
to stress the urgency of ordaining:.men who are tried in virtue and
experienceyand are -acceptable to their community. They should be
iglven apostollc experience. . and. short period of well-adapted train-
1ng 1n theology before ordlnatlonens

. f

Slerra Leone;; BlShOp Shanahan Centenary Celebrations

BlShOp Sha ahan wds born on June 6th,1971 in Ireland. On May
15th 1971 tho”Holy Ghost Fathers and Holy Rosary Sisters in Sierra
;Leone ‘and their friends célebrated the centenary of that event,the
Jone ‘as their confrere the other as their founder.

Although Bishop Shanahan never laboured in Sierra Leone-beyond
passing through the port of Freetown-there were two good rcasons
for celebrating him especially here. The first was that the evan-
gelization of Southern Nigeria - "le bas Niger"- was first under-
taken.. from Sierra Leone some twenty years a&ter the foundation here,
which foundation in turn had stemmed from Bathurst in the Gambia.
The second rcason was that it was the inflamed missionary talk in
1902 of a returnod Sierra Leone Holy Ghost Father who remains ‘
anonymous to hlstory,whlch turned the recently ordained Father J.
Shanahan's mind to the missions and West Africa.

Our celebrations took the form of a short seminar at Serabu.:-
Fr.R.Curran gave a paper on delicate points of mission theology
today: its:very raison d'étre,its methods,its connection with de-
velopment.. A fast and serlous dlscu881on afterwards unearthed °
the! foundations. of 'Why are we here at all'. Some were nervous
that- the discussion had not only uncarthed but had undermined the
foundations!. . This was not so. - A little book-theology can be a
bracing experience and is eventually healthy for the apostoalate.

A paper on -Bishop Shanahan's missionary methods was to follows.
The. speaker fell sick and it did not take palce - a lively reminder
of the precariousness which any planning in the missions is liable
toi: : . L
The third talk was on Bishop Shanshan's spirituality,given by
Slster-MarJ Michael who had the privilege of knowing the bishop
<n:the  last years of his 1life in Blackrock(Clarev1lle) before he
went to East Africa. Statements about the spiritual sufferlngs
of the man from being misunderstood and misinterpreted led to
another frank unforeseen discussion. about two seemingly contra-
‘dictory elements and methods of formation over the years in the
bwo religious societies in question,and the aftermath thereof in
the tensions af life together exempllfled by 'us here and now in
Serabu! In other words,arc we true confreres and spiritual
daughters of Bishop Shanahan in our way of life - especially when
there 1s question of 'together' - or not? This session turned
out to be what the French call a"révision de vie". It extended
into a wish to have more such.

" A concelebration of some twenty Fathers with about the same
number of Sisters and some Brothers andlay people followed. The
homily p01nted out the rclevance of Bishop Shanahan's episcopal
motto for us in our missionary work today: Lord that 1 may see.

' Lunoh and the long dusty drives home from Serabu north past
and west,finished the scminar which all told,we hopo honoured
Bishop Shanahan,gave glory to God,and 1nsp1r1e us to .be better
. missionaries. - . . (Myles L. Fay)
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Congo—BrazzaV1lle e Diooese of Pointe-Noire

A recent bulletin of the diooese(no 47)providés the following
statistics-concerning entry into. seminaries,postulates and novit-

iats(end of 1970):

Junior Seminary of Loango 92 students
Interdiocesan Junior Seminary - 41 students
Seminary for late. vocations(Sindara) 1 student
Tibermann Senior Seminary 5 students
Juniorate of Brothers of St. Joseph 2 postulants
Postulate and Novitiate of the ,

- Congolese Sisters 12 postulants

Furthermore the Sisters of Providence of Sées have opened at
Divénié their first community in a mission territory. The Sisters
of St.Joseph of Cluny who left the diocese in 1937 have now re-
turned and have opened a house at Mbinda.

Angola: 75th Anniversary of the Mission of Bailundo

The mission of Bailundo has Just celebrated its 75th birthday.
It was founded in 1895 by Father Ernest Lecomte,Prefect Apostolic
and by PFathers Boehr and Strebler. The beginning was relatively
easy,but the difficulties soon appeareda However,in 1902 a real
movement of conversion began,and this has been going on ever since:
Today there are 40,000 Catholios out of a total of 55,000 in the
* Bailundo ared. . Though many other stations were founded since
1895 and new parishes broken off,the mother mission is still a
great centre withhits schools, 1nstﬂntions and a hospital directed
by the Sﬂsters of St.Joseph of Cluny.

Madagascar. Meeting of the Communities of Mandritsara

Last March the above communities met for two days reflection
and prayer on the subject of "Vocation". The theme was chosen by
common consent because of the coming ordination of a local scmin-
arian and the taking of final vows by one of the Sisters. Fathers,
Sisters and some lay people took part. These meetings were well
prepared from the point of view of scriptural study and also by
means of some documents which were oiroulated to prepare partici-
pants for the discussion.

We should like to draw our readers attention to Appendix 5 of
the report. This contains the results in summary form of an en-
gquiry carried out in Madagascar concerning the dearth of vocations
to the priesthood and the religious life. Four hundred young
people were quesUioned and the’ answers given would seem to be of
real value for a "revision de vie" on the part of all missionaries,
whether in Madagascar or on the mainland of Africa. We think our
readers will find this survey valuable; and we shall be very
glad to answer any questions concerning it by letter. No doubt
many mission districts are becoming more sensitive to these prob-
lems of "image" - but how many have entered into collaboraticn
with Brothers and Sisters to assemble a s1m11ar report on the
situation in their own local context?

Guinea: News of Mgr Tchidimbo,Archbishop of Conakry

Recent news from Guinea assures us that Mgr Tchidimbo is in
good health. After having being tortured his physical state was
considerably weakened,but since his transfer to the city of Conakry
he has been better treated and his health has improved.

Needless to say the small Christian oommunity of Guinea has
suffered a terrible shock in recent times. Not only were there
dangers from outside,but many were saddened by the existence of
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traitors within the Church itself. However,despite.the tension

and the almost complete lack of resources, for all outside help has

‘been G e e ,many Chrlstlans have been strengthened by recent
-‘events,and are now more aware of their responsibility to the Ch ch

in Gulnea,

United Stéﬁes“; East: Evaluatlon of the Prov1nc1al Works

The Province of the Unlted States—East has begun a- serlous
evaluatlon of its works "as.they relate to the end of the- Congreg-
ation" This survey has been entrusted to the direction of Dr.S.
Nosow, Offlce of Evaluation Research,Michigan State University,with
the Offlce of Institutional Research of Dugquesne Unlvers1ty acting
in a liaison capacity. In this way it is hoped to arrive at. "a
..completely pbjective analysis of the views of all the members of

the. Provinee while preserving the anonymity of ecach reSpondent"

This questionnaire takes the form of five pages of questions,
and is accompanied by an off-print of the relevant chapter of the
Chapter Decisions of the Eastern Province.

Dr Ao 8 5

NEWS OF . THE MISSIONARY WORID.

Rome- Meetlng re Collaboration in- ﬁhe field off SETformation

Follow1ng the Provincials' Meeting(cf.Newsletter-CSSP,May" 20th
1971)the resolutions concerning Information were communlcated to
SEDOS, As a result a meeting will be held at the Generalate CllVO
di Cinna on Wednesday,June 16th to discuss Résolution IX:

"That this Assembly wishes the General Council to .collaborate
with other Generalates towards organizing a common service of -
general mission news and documentation."

Al paper is being circulated to all part1c1pants on the socio-

logical basis of collaboration in the field of information,and

- some practical proposals will, be made concerning p1lot schemes v
whick éould begin without dela;y° Needless to.say,missionary in-
stitutes will continue to need a bulletin of the traditional or
"family" character. However,the rapld rate of evolution and the
growth of new problems in every mission area is leading m1ss1onary
-‘gocieties to the conclusion that They should: cooperate in provid-
ing their members with the best service of 1nformat10n and docum—
.enbation possible. .

Rome Meetlng between Répresentatives of Superiors General
B A% & " and FAO Representative- in Tanzanla

On' May 25th, 1971 an important meetlng took. place at FAO head-
quarters,Rome between representatives. of Superiors General and
the FAO representatlve in Tanzania... The executive secreétary of -
AGRIMISSIO,Father Brossard,0.M.I.,opened the meeting by a short -
summary of its purpose. He explained how the Union of Superiors’
General (U.S.G.) had been interested in 1nvest1gat1ng Specl i s
geographical and technical areas where missionaries and FAO could
coordinate their efforts. As a result of consultations it was
decided to. choogse a specific country as a socisl laboratory to
1nvest1gate ways and means. of more systematic collaboration be-
tween missionaries and FAO. Tanzania was suggested by Father T,
van Asten whose congregation had 400 members working in that area,.

Another appeal for collaboration had come through the manager
of the:rFertilizer Programme at FAO who wrote to AGRIMISSIO for
the-help of missionaries in motivating and guiding their people
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with regard to the FAO Fertilizer Pilot Schemes in 14 countries.

Tanzania is one of these countries and this is the reason why the
.meeting of May 25th. 1ncluded a. representative of the scheme from

Tanzania.

. During the course of. the discussion it was suggested that the
diocesa-of Dodoma. and. Mwanza could be used as pwlot schemss,and
that. with proper. feed~baok the eXperlence gained in collaboratlon
between mlsslonary_and agrlcultural expert could be placed. at the
disposal of the.entire missiotnary organization in Tanzania.

Before leaving for Tangania,Mr.Craddock-Turnbull,FAO represen-
tative in that country assured the meeting that he and his colleag-
ues would be most happy to collaborate with any missionaries need-
ing technical ddvice for rural development. (Note: Confreres will
be interested to see that the FAO Fertilizer Pilct Schemes are
“planned for KeniyaiTanzania, Cameroons,Brazil, Paraguay; however,their
own' specifie: arca may not be 1nvolvede)

Rome Pastoral Instruction: ; "Oommunlo et Progressio

Towards the end of May,t971 the member institutes of SEDOS
werleased to receive advance coples of the Pastoral Instruction
on the Means of Social Communication. Written by order of the
Second Vatican Council,the work was. carried ocut by the Pontifical
Commission for-Soccial Communlcﬁtlonsa The equivalent commission
of SEDOS had been approached for its opinion and suggestions ih
connecction with communication. problems in mission countries. And
so members of the missionary institutes can be sure that problems
peculiar to their situation have not been overlooked,and what is
equally important,the work is the result of collaboratlon between
competent bodies.

The Instruction reminds us that "freedom of opinion and the _
right to be informed go hand in hand. Pope John XXIII,Pope Paul VI

nd the Second Vatican Council have all stressed this right to

information which today is essential for the individual and for
society in general. It is hardly necessary to add that this right
to information applies to members of religious orders and all such
institutes withinr the Church as well. In pages 2529 of the docu~
-ment. we have all the moneral principles governing "The right to be
‘informed and to inform" A later scction speaks of these rights:

in the ecclegial coptext(pp 55~ 58) showing that proper communicat-
icns are neccssary for healthy growth within the Church and for

the spreading cf the Good News.

But of particular importance and relevance for us is one :of
last paragraphs of the text(+177,page 72 in the editio typica):

"Religious orders and congregaticns will give thought to the
many pressing tasks of the Church in the field of social-
communicatiins and consider what they themselves can do to
fulfill them under their constitutions. Thelr own specialized
institutions for social communications will collaborate with
one ancther and they will keep abreast of the overall pastoral
planning of the diocesan offices,and of the national,continental
regional offices sinc¢e these are usually, the competent bodies
for the pootolﬂte of social commbnlcatlonso"

(Despite the evident value of the document referred to above, the
official organs of Church government. do not always respect the
general right to be informed on the part of the faithful. During
the recent developments which led to the withdrawal of the White
Fathers from Mozambique,for instance,the competent missionary
agency "Fides" failed 6 inform its world-wide readers of the

event and the reasons for it. CF. Special Report. Editor)



e

Germany: Dlstlngulshed Journalist speaks about Missionary
es . 8001et1es and the Mass-Media:

Recently Doctor Otto Kas spar,editor of "Ruhrwort"(dlocesan news-
paper)v1s1ted the General House and spoke to us about the need for
greater. awareness:on the part of missionaries of the importance of
the mass-media. .Doctor Kaspar has been associated with "Kontinente"
the common magazine of missionary institutes in West Germany,and
has visited the missionfield on a number of occasions. He is well
gqualified to speak to us on the subject of mass-media in the con-
text of mission and the missionary. ihstitutes. The following are
- some points of major import taken from his paper:'"Missionary soc-,
ieties and the Mass-Medla" - .

"The 1mp0rtance of transistor radlos and the effectlveness @F;
the printed word in newspapers and reviews are facts today..s~
Within the Church,however,this medium of communication is unfortun-
ately viewed in guarded fashlon rather than with the determination
to use it as an opportunity for the Church.

Thus the Church. .stands at a decisive crossroad: either she can
remain aloof ~ then. she runs the risk of becoming a "silent Church!
for in the future the psychologlcally most influential way to
communicate with the people ‘will be through the new media. Or,on
the other hand,the Church can make the effort to supply for the
omissions and neglect of mass-media in the past ahd accept thelr
value as a means of” preachlng the Gospél and of serv1ng manklnd in
general. Only i ! this’ way. can the Church maintaih’ hcr dlaiogue -
with the people and fulflll her mission of preachlng° i J =

What does .this mean in practlce for the. m1ss1onary soc1et1es7~Drs~
Kaspar answers -the’ questlon -unéder three main headlngS‘ ;=‘_3J_,_

the. trad1t10nal act1v1t1es 1n educatlon medlcal serv1ces etc°

2) Wey must accept the need for professional quallflcatlons 1nx»
the fLeld oﬂ\mass—medla,gustxas they,are accepted for the tradlt-
ional.- mlss1onary act1v1t1es° i)

——— Quallfled ‘members of m1ss1onary soc1et1es must be seconded
i ()1 work AR th¢ mass-medid, arid be .thoroughly trained for their
task. . The mass-media missionary will thus be added to the list of
tradltlonal m1s51onary activities. 3 "

SPECTAL REPORT

Rome: Letter from General Council of the White Fathers re
;Wi :° ‘withdrawal of society from Mozambique

A letberydated May 15th,1971 was addressed by the General
Counc11 ‘of .- tﬁe White Fathers to all its members(} 600)announc1ng
its intention-to withdraw from Mozambigue,and explalnlng in detail
the reasons for this decision. - Since withdrawal from a mission is
a very serious. matter demanding prayerful reflection in the light
ofr-the Gospel and the general good of the Church,we provide extracts
from the text .of the letters the decision 1nvolves 40. members of
the soc1ety,hence a cops1derab1e missionary team. )

Reasons for withdrawal: The letter begins with a statement to the
effect that the General Council's action was not influenced by lack
of personnel,security reasons or financial problems. There was no
guestion of the White Fathers being "personae non gratae" with ‘the
civil authorities,rather -

"The reasons behind this decision are much more serious: On - the
one hand,the basic ambiguity of a situation where our prescnce: ends
up by belng a counter-witriess. On the other hand, the s1ncer1ty
of a mission which recoils from having two confllctlng faces in
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The situation of the White Fathers in Nozamblque is.in. Fact
more and more marked by a grave ambiguity. . Sent as they are to
bear witness to the Gospel and make the Church present as sign and
means of salvation,bthe missionaries find that the confusion between
Church and State, which is sustained by the constant. practice of
both civic and rellglous authorities,does a great disservice to the
pregentation of the Gospel Message and of SHlie wmealehaco. efeihe
Church:""

~ Freedom of action denied the Church in practice:

a "It is unfortunately a fact that in many spheres the Church is
hindered in her freedom of action. If theoretically she enjoys .
freedom of action,in practice the preachlng of certain aspects of
the Gospel is constantly hampereds - It is not our intention to
present a dossier here,or to discuss any particular points. Let it
suffice to stress that too often certain acts of apostolic minis-
try,especally those aimed at promoting real social justice,are con-
sidered as subversive acts,and that they are often the occasion of
painful vexations,or even 1mpr1bonment or ill-treatment for certain
Christian 1eaders more in contact with the mission.”

Dissatisfaction with the Hierarchy:

"We wanted,we asked and for a long time we waited for the
Hierarchy to take a definite stand to dispel these ambiguities in
face of injustice and police brutality. Faced with a silence which
we do not understand,we fecl in conscience that we have not the
w i be b accounted the accomplices of an official support which
the Bishops in this way seem to give to a reglme which shrewdly
uses the Church to consolidate and perpetuate in Africa an anachron-
istic situation,which in the long run is a dead end. Deprived as
we are of the means of getting things properly clarified on the
spot ,our presence only engenders a regrettable confusion in the
mad et the peoplc

The Church a "counter-sign" 1n this context:

"A Church of silence,a muzzled Church can remain a worthwhile
sign in a regime,where the Church is officially persecuted. She
becomes a counter—W1tnesg in acountry which openly proclaims it-
self Catholic and Protector 'of the Church but in the long run uses
the Church for aims which have nothing to do with .the Gospel @i
Jesus Christe.

U Tdilse St.Paul we fcel that there are situations in which we
must have "none of the reticence of those who are ashamed, no de-
ceitfulness or watering down the word o God" (2 Cor.4,2). i

Apostolic Sincerity:

"Another reason which has motivated this decision is the
question of sincerity. When the countries in Africa became in-
dependent,it was not because of any ecclesial opportunism that we
sincerely envisaged the change in the situation,but because of a
deep-seated conviction... It seems to us that Afrlcanlzatlon ought
to be the normal climate of any missionary activity in present day
Africa.

That is why it seemed difficult for us to be sincere while
having two oop081te ways of envisaging things: one way in Mozam-
bique,and another in the rest of Africa. To us it seems difficult
to reconcile being Malian with Malians,Congolese with Congolesc,
Tanzanian with Tanzanians...! It is a uestion of apostolic honesty
which concerns our.whole Society... Such a 31tuatlon in Africa is
today morc than ever a counter-witness."
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Pastoral concern within the context of the greater good of the
ohuroh TR Moaambrque

"Yor. understand : well enouga uhat 1t was not easy to take such
a‘deolm on. It wag taken only arfter mabture congideration,and
after consultingiall our men in Yomambique... we are well'aware
that -other reasons eould urge us vo- stay: in particular,the tem-
porary pastoral good of the peop7e we are helping by our presence-
and whom we serve by eur Flnlstry.

"Tf we have the firmhope that these people will not remain
without priests,and if we are conviaced that in the long run our
dacision will benefﬂt the People of God in these areas,we wish to
state clearly thdt the stand we have taken can in no way hiepwde— i
garded as a sort of meproach to The Missionary Societies which will
coninte hei = il sUrjmbhicnes for Feasonswithabts they may Judgen
legitimate. - Besldes Ve havwe constantly kept them informed before::
teaking our decision. i

(Bditor's note: Aflex the puolloatron Ol 1etter the priests
and brothers(40 in all) of +the society were given 48 hours to
leave tane country. What had been planned as a withdrawal became
an "expulsion" as part of government policy in the .area. All the
White Father missionary team will be absorbed in other African
territories confided to the society. The world press seems %0
have glgen little importance to the-incident and coverage was
Dllghto P 5

NECROLOGY

Brother Celestino. Teitdo of the Portuguese Province died at Car-
cavelos on April 22nd,1971,aged 47 years. He had Bicain professed ,
for 28 years.

Father Josef Lenoir of the German Province died at Buhl on May
15th,1971,aged 58 years. He.had been ‘professed for 35 years.

Father Jean-Baptiste Bladt of the Belgian Province died at ILierre
on May 22nd,1971,aged 80 mcars. He had been professed 59 years.

Brother Augusto de Abreu Marques of the Portuguese Province died
at Lisbon on May 28th,1971,aged 62 yecars. - He had been professed
for- 37 years

Father John Paul Gilligan of the Province of tho United States -~
east,died at Bethel Park on May 28th,1971,at the age of 62. He
had been vrofessed for 33 years.

Father Joseph Jolly,former 1st.Assistant General,of the French
Province,died at Paris on Nuy 31st, 1971 aged 93 yearso He had
been professed for 69 years

Brother Antoine de Padouc Ott of the French Province died at
Blotzheim on June 4th,1971,aged 76 years. He had becen professed
for 51 years.

Rn Io' Po

Book choice: Dominiquce Barbé -~ Demain,les communautés de base.
= ‘ (Les Editions du Cerf,Paris,1970)

With so much %alk g01ng the rounds on the subject of basic
communities and the lack of proper uhderstanding of the term on
the part of meny,this is a wclcome book. Published a%- the' end of
- 1970,we hope it will be tramsiated inbo English whore it will
surely be of help vo confreres in Africa as well as in S.America.
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