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CONGREGATION NEwS 

ROME - Generalate ---- . ------·--- . ---
At the Synod v1hich is being held at the moment in Rome, 

the Congregation of the Holy Ghost is actively present in the 
person of its Superior General, ·Father Lecuyer. He is one of 
the ten representatives elected by the Union of Superiors 
General (U.S.G.). 

On the 1st October he made an intervention, not in his 
own name, but in the name of this organisation, on the first 
theme proposed for the attention of the Synod ·- the ministe-
fial priesthood. He stressed the fact that the priest is at 
the service of the People of God, and .proposed that the Synod 
devote its attention principally to the practical problems 
which the priest has to face today: the responsibilities of 
the priest in the social and political spheres; the financial 
situation of the priest; and the "family a.imension" of his 
life (celibacy). He noted with regret 0~hat the pre'.""Synod do- · 
cument said nothing about the situation4he religious priest, 
nor about the missionary aspect of the priestly ministry. 

Father L&cuyer has been appointed spokesman for one 0£ 
the twelve 11circuli minores". This is the French group 11 B" . 
and has Cardinal Marty as president. The subjects already 
treated include: the mission of the Church in the world and for 
the world, the role of the priest in this mission, and thi ~ci~ . 
lations~of the priest with the other memb-e-~s · of the Church •. On 
Friday October 8th he presented the report bf this group in , the : 
Aula. He will intervene again on behalf of the Union of Supc-

/ riors General on the theme of 11 Justice and Pee.ce" . · · 
- Father Ernst VERDIEU who has replaced Father EBERHARDT ·as 
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General Assistant, is in residence at the Generctiate since 
September 22nd. 
- Father Louis LEDIT left for France on October 15th, to conti-
nue his visitation of the District of Auteuil. 
- Tho Superior General plans to visit Congo-Br3zzaville, Gabon, 
the Central African Republic, and Cameroon during December 1971 
and January 1972. The annual meeting of the Principal Supe-
riors of these districts will be held in Bangui in the course 
of this visit. 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICE -~---~~~~~---------
In ·the CSSP Newsletter of July 20th, we spoke of the 

Social Development Service being operated by Father Anthony 
Byrne. We havo recently received a provisional schedule of his 
travelling programme, and this should be of assistance to con~ 
freres who wish to contact him. 

1971 - September - October 
November - December 

1972 - J anuary - February 
March - April 
May - Juno 
July. - August 
September - October 
November - December 

1973 - January - March 
April - May 
June - July 
August 

Eldoret(Kenya) · 
Gimma & Haran (Ethiopia) 
Nairobi (Kenya) 
Mo.saka (Uganda) 
Moshi (Tanzania) 
Tanga ( " ) 
Lodwo.r (Kenya) 
Nairobi (Kenya) 
Angola 
Rome 
Canada 
Ireland 

Confreres are again reminded that Father Byrne visits a 
District only on the written invitation of the Bishop. He docs 
not represent any particula r organisation but works in liaison 
with several. He is supported by 'Misereor' and acts'QC ndvis@r 
for various ecclesiastical authorities engaged in Social Deve-
lopment work. More details concerning the scope and progress 
of his work will be found in the Newsletter of July 20th. 

IRELAND 
The province has occepted the charge of a parish newly 

erected in Dublin whero there already exists a new Church dedi-
catod~o the Holy Spirit. It is the first timo that tho eon-
grogation bas undertaken this kind of responsibility. 

The novitiate reopened on September 20th with 28 novices -
24 Irish, 3 English and 1 Trinidadian. 

FRANCE The_Recollection_Month_at_Chevilli 

This exercise was suspended for the pas t two years - in 
1969 because of the General Chapter, and in 1970 because of the 
Provincia l Chapter. This y ear it was re-introduced, was held 
from tho 8th July to the 5th August. Doing the Recollection 
wore 23 Spiritains, 4 Sisters of the, Holy Spirit and one lay-
woman. The direction of tho operation was entrusted to a team 
composed of Frs Hirtz, Creac'h, Aubert, Pariat ~assin and 
Sister Bernadette. The group considered together the world and 
tha changes taking plac e in it - which affect also the Church; . 
they plac ed themselve s in the presence of tho Lord in Faith and 
Hope; they li'stened to the Word of God and plunged themselves 
in prayer; they shared their thoughts and .,discussed their 



experiences with each other; finally they undertook a study of 
the three· principal priorities of the missionary apostolc::J:te 
today:- community of destiny, basic community,_apostolic comm.u-
nity. The youngest of the group givrn us his impressions: deep 
joy to have lived four weeks in such a fraterno.l community~ ... 
joy to see that the spirit of renewal in the Congregation is 
not just a matter of.words .•• the discovery of our limitations 
and tho necessity for continued training and a serious pro~ 
gramme of updating. 

Annual Con~ress of Spiritans -------------------~~-------
Under this title (which was worth a 20% reduction on the 

railwny) 143 (out of a possible 210) missioners-on-holiday 
gathered at Chevilly from 3rd to 5th August. They were parti-
cularly impressed by the .. marvellous .1r.relcomo and the sympathetic 
atmosp-here. They enjoyed rcmowing contact with confreres after 
years of separation with whom they were able to exchange views 
and experiences, finding again the true signs of fraternal 
unity in the Eucharistic concolebrations. Father De-s DESERTS 
spoke on missionary animation in Franco. Father-THIB,AULT, 
along with two young teachers and the new Master of Novices 
spoke of tho mentality of the youth of today and their forma-
tion. Father P. GODARD threw light on the relations between 
tho Province and tho Districts. Father BAZIN, the Provincial 
Bursar, gave a clear picture, with·figures, of the financial 
situation. Fo.ther AGENEAU reviewed "Spiritus" and underlined 
its intorost for missionaries. "As to the welcome by the Pro-
vinco11, wrote one of the po.rticipo..nts, " I think we wore all 
very much improssod. Words are hard to find to describe how 
very obliging and fraternal was the Provincial Team whose true 
charity was oqual to the occasionally exacting demands. We 
have had three days of information and friendship which made 
the journey worth whilo .. 11 An experiment which calls for rope-
ti tion. 

BELGIUM Old_agc: _12ensions _for _Belgian -S~iri tans 
Father Maenen, the Provincial of Belgium, sent ro"und, last 

July, a precise and detailed circular concerning the old age 
pensions to which those confreres of the Province had a right; 
The different possibilities were envisaged with an indication 
of the measures to be tak6n. At a time when the number of 
ll:3..ncients 11 tends to increase while thnt of the young decreases, 
the problom arises of assuring a decent ·retire~ent for the aged. 
The Provinces and thoir Bursars are becoming more and more pre-
occupied by this need. 

HOLLAND 

Father Van Dor Poel has taken it upon himsolf to organise 
from time to time a 11 get together." for the families of our mis-
sionaries, - in the first place for their enjoyment and also to 
infQrm them of the conditions under which our missiono.rios work, 
the intention being to create a 11 base 11 for those at the 11 front 11 • 

These days are organised according to district and there is al-
ways to be found a member of tho district to give first-hand in-
formo..tion. Moro than 400 persons havo profited by those get-
togothers which have been a resounding success. 

Other meetings have been organised for the benefit of the 
minsionaries themselves when on holidays, - either missionary 
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weeks directed more to study and discussion or meeting day,s 
which'·give the missionory the chance to.meet the Provincial 
Council and' have arr exchange of views. 

-:.· Iri this \my; some· forty confreres met in the choteau of 
'Gernert Ori the.16th and 17th September representing al1 the 
districts where Dutch Fathers are.working. Father Th. Slaats 
gave a ialk cin Nyere's socialism in Tanzania; Father H.Verdijk 
spoke of the situation in Angola; · Father R. Ha.ffmc'.ns described 
tha~ bf Congo-Brazzaville; Father Houdijk informed them of the 
possibilities of the Church in Brazil. Difficulties are to be 
found everywhere but there are also positive elements which peI'-
mit work to be undertaken. Long and animated discussions foll-
owed each talk.•~ further meeting on the same lines will take 
place in the Autumn. 

CANADA Provincial ChaEter 
The second session of French Cnno.da's Provincial Chapter 

took place at St Alcx.ondor from 21st to 26thAugust. The Supe-
rior General and Father Verdieu assisted at thi~ session. The 
princips.l problems envisaged wore: how to save the Province; 
evangelisation and development; degrees of membership in tho 
Congregotion. Something of the campaign for autonomy which is 
felt in all domains in Quebec crept into the very lively dis-
cussions. The only resolutions that resulted were the follo-
wing: a) that the Provincial Council function according to the 
capitular decisions with deliberative voice on all occosions, 
and that until the next Provincial Chapter; b) that tho Provin-
cial if authorised by tho General Council, be electod by the 
Provincial Chapter by absolute msjority after consultation with 
all the members of the Province. Further there must be noticed 
the active participation of the young, tho absence of quarrels 
of a personal nature and above all a remarkable ~utual goodwill 
which is not to be found everywhere, and which nevertheless 
holds out hope for the future oven if tho presonti situation is 
serious. 

UNITED STATES The Superior General's visit 
Western Province 

FroCT tho Provincial Chapter of Canada Father General cros-
sed into the United States. -He began his visit by a tour of 
the Western Province whore he arrived on August 29th and ho 
stayed until September 18th. He visited the communities and 
expresses his ~ratitude for the warm welcome he received 
throughout the ·Province. Although not an official or canonical 
Visitation, he was able to get an idea of the vastness of the 
Province and of the principal works. Unfortunately he was un-
able to go and see our missionaries in Mexico. 

EASTERN PROVINCE 
From the Western Province tho Superior General passed 

over into the East whore ho arrived on Sopteobcr 19th. That 
evening, a reception and dinner were held-in his honou~ at 
Manchester Lano followed by a tour of nwashington by ni(?):1:t 11

• 

Tuesday following ho wo..s received by Co.rdino..l Cooke after which 
there was a reception at the Hot0l New Yorker, with a hundred 
or'so guests, amorig whom Bishop Ackerman CSSp. Bishop Durning 
CSSp., Bishop of Arushn, a good nuubor of tho diocesan direc-
tors of the Pontificnl Missionary Works and numerous confr~res. 
Fother.·John Moran represented th~ Western Province and Father 
Con Woulfe the Irish Province. After the reception there was a 
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dinner for 22 guosts, mcmbors of tho communi.ties of tho district 
and friends from among "thc:" local clergy and· lay p ooplo. Father 
Le,ouyer . :left for Rom,o- the ·following day,. S?ptombor 22nd= . 

.. · · Fat.hc>r Verdicu, General Councillor visitod tho -Provincial 
· House. .. in Pittsburg and several communities on 11th and 12th · 

August. Fat·lior R·omo Bonifazi left the U~i tod Stat?s for Uganda 
-on s·ept_om:ber 2n_d. He J:+as go_ne to toach in .the ~?mi1:ary of · 
Moroto, . fo_r "TheApostlos _of Jesus ", an Afric':n 1:llssionary_ In-
_ stituto. Father Anthony Adrien, a former ·principal superior of 
Haiti who was cxpollod by the Duvalier regime and has been tcaoh-
i.ng in tliG s·cminary of Bangui, arri vcd in the Uni to~ States 
recently. With two other Haitian Fathers actually_i~ Fra~ce, ho 
hope::; to undertake tho m~nistry _of_somo_100,009 Haitians in 
Brooklyn. Moamvhilo he is perfecting his English • .-
NIGERIA .·· Opening of the Novitiate 

. ------------------------
:T:11:0 r :~·op~p.irig of tho novitiate too~ place on Scp!ombqr 21st 

undor tho ·presidency of Mgr. Unegby, Bishop of Oworri W-ho add-
rossed ·tho assembly. Father Obinna Aguh, the Principal Superior 
wc:lcomod 28 novices in tho presence of a large number of priests 
and brothers and sisters . Tho Father 1Vlast8r of Novices is Father 
Francis Okonkwo one of tho first S:p:Lritans to- undergo his Gntire 
training sm tho spot and who was a missionary in Sierra Leone 
from 1967 to 1970 • 

. mwmvmwmwmwmwmwmwmw AROTJND = = ===MISSIONS mwmwmwmwmwmwmwmwmwmwmw 

WEST AFRICA Meeting of the French-speaking Catochetical 
Commission · 

The French-speaking Catechctical Commission of West Africa 
mot at Bamako (Mali) for tho purposo of .studying 1) the .probl em 
of the catechist defined as the "disciple of Christ,' appoint ed 
by tho community cmd r e cognis ed by the Hierarchy as taking part 
in a special man.."'1.er in tho pastoral mission and_ ·sactification 
of the Church"; ·2) tho search for a catechism of a inCntali ty 
and not only of behaviour; for that , thero·must ,b e observation 
of; and serious attention to, tho p ~oblGI:J.s in the lifo of those 
whom ·the Church wishes to ovangGlise . The most noticeable ·thing 
was, first of. all the:: desirG on tho :Part of all the countries 
to exchange ~iews and collaborate in ._ res oarch. Tho project of 
collaboration between the authors of th0 throe basic cate chisms 
("Towards a n ew life" by Fathor Nobou , "God is calling us" by 
Father Vieira CSSP. and th(.; catechism ca lled. "do Dapango-Ouidah") 
is a, solid proof of this desire. What finally holds our atten-
tion is the massive contr'ibution of notable quality coming from 
African priests, religious and catechists, which indicates that 
catechotic~ is taking a decisive turn for the better in thes e 
countries~ 

SENEGAL A Mission8.r;f_is honoured 

On Juno 13th 1971 Father Georges Courrier CSSP . received 
fron the French Consul at Dakar tho cross of Officer of the Order · 
of National Merit . Father Courrier who l anded in Senegal in 1946 
was first of all prof0ssor in th8 Libermann seminary at Popen- ' 
guine, then director of works of the former French West Africa 
Vicar General of tht::; dioc0se and administrator of the Cathedral 
of Dakar. At present ho ministors to the parish of tho Martyrs 
of Uganda, handed ov0r to the Congregation since 1967. 
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GUINEA 

In the course of the llpeoples' grent trial of the fifth 
colur:mn which took place at Kbnakry and is still going on, Mgr 
Tchidimbo has once again been accused of belonging to an anti-
Guinea :oovel'.lent. Already condermed to life i:oprison:oent, he 
has ad:oittod the facts which were brought against hi:o, princi-
pally to have worked towards the political de:oobilisation of 
bis clergy, by asking to keep out of politir1, to have re-
ceived noney fror1_ West for. his works, e'!io ••• All those 
accused confessed to their faults but one knows what value to· 
put on confessions of this sort in such a trial. According to 
the adopted p,rocedure, the 8,000 local Revolutionary Powers 
charged with establishing tho nature of the offences and the 
scale of punishoent have de:oanded the death penalty for all the 
Africans nnd sol'.le of the o.liens; hard labour is proposed for the' 
rest of these latter. In additioti there is question of the con-
fiscation uf the goods of all tho accused. On October 3rd, 
Radio-Konakry announced that the verdict had becm given but it 
is not known yet what this verdict is. 

TCHAD Interdiocesan Pastoral Course 

The pastoral course in which :oany of our confr~res of the 
Ca:oeroons and the Central Republic of Africa took part was held 

June 20th to July 10th at (Tchad). The 
subject on which· ouch field-work had been 
done, was concerned principally with narriage and the 
Aoong tho.general conclusions, the following can be 
- Our discussions have helped us to iee and tho fani-
ly in their true setting, as lived b;7 our people. This study is, 
in our opinion, an ioportant to any·elaboration of 
pastoral develop:oont in these dooains. 
- The atnosphere of the study group helped enornously to briYig 
our ideas up to date. 
- The of tho factor and need to rooind oneself 
of this frequently. 
- To have one's attention fixed on reality and on the changes 
taking place; to seek to understand these things inthe light 
of a theology ever in need of deeper penetration. 
- The attention given to African culture has convinced us of the 
noed to further the of an African Church. 
- The Gospel is not a law but a pressing need. The Church is 
not a society outside the world but a in tho world. A 
deeper understanding of these realities revitalises our faith 
in the ioportance of the which we are 
together. 
- In our work we had no intention of elaborating orientations 
which would be obligatory for our fellow oissionaries or the 
dioceses nor to draw up a of pastoral activity with-
out refe~ence to the conl'.lunity ~s a whole. It sioply gave us 
the chance to o.pprcciate the value of our experiences and 
assess their possibilities and limitc.tions. We aro of tho 
opinion that these conclusions amount to a positive contri-
bution of great importance to tho pastorc.l conception of 
marriage and the family and we hope that those engaged in this 
work will take thorn into consideration. 



REPUBLIC OF CENTRAL AFRICA;, .. "Encounter" -·------ . 
The ·aicceses of the· Republic of Central Africa met re-

cently in order to launch urider ~he title_"Rencon~re" a re-:-
view for research, . study. and exchange of information.. Besides 
numerous details on the -composition and activities .of the five 
dioceses,this .first edition includes an article in.' which Mgr. 
N 'Dayen , Archbishop of Bangui, reflects on the ten . yea;rs ·. that 

· have gone -·by since . Independence and considers the moral and _· · .. 
spiritual perspectives stemming from the introduction of a 
christian outlook . into the present society. Another article 
recalls the much lamented late Mgr ~ Coucherousset CSSP; who 
died last year and who played such an important role in the 
e'vangelisation of the country. 

:. . ... . 
.. 

CONGO-KINSHASA 

_ The General Assembly of the · International Office of 
Ch.I~istian · Instruction brought its discu(3sions to a close on 

·August 12th at Kinshasa . Among the .conclusions reached the 
following may be singled out: 
- The Conference solemnly declared that without denying the 
importance of the niass~media as a means of education, the school 
still retains a privileged position. It provides an instrument 
for socio-:economic development; it contributes in an important 
way to the forlJ!a.t _ion of a _Nation, it acts as an element of unity 
and as a centre· _. of ·:living · culture . _ · 
- In the prospect df development, the school is indispensable . 
for giving_ a grourn;l'ihg in letters; it is useful for nationa,1 
unity in a 'C~ountry in the course of deve'lopment and i s an .im-
portant element in the educative project for the com.niuni ty. . 
- There could be no question for us , catholics, and especially 
Africans, dipengaging ourselves from the school . __ 
- The christi-an school can only be faithful to its ideal under. 
the following conditions : a) that the professional conscience 

. , _of the teachers and tpeir zeal in promoting the permanent for-
mation of their subjects be motivated by charity i.e. the desire 
to render better service. b) ,that the _catholic S'Chool· be an 
open school (i) open to the world to initiate .the young to the 
problems qf_ deveiopment, (ti} bpeh t6 strangers in a spirit of 
hospitality versus racism;(iii) open to other schools for the 
sake of dialogue and collaboration, (iv) open to the Church in 
general in all s~ct9rs of its activity. 

ANGOLA Meeting of the Dutch confreres. -------------------------~~----
On June 16th and 17th the major part of the Dutch con-

freres working in Angola gathered together at Camunda to comme-
morate th_e, ;25th a,nni versary of the arrival in the c ountry of 
missiona::r:'i~s from .Holland . . Father Q. Houdijk represented the 
General . Administ.ration. On June 16th during a lunch offered by 
the Superior of the Distr:ict ·and the Director of the Holy Ghost 
College, in the presence of the Apostolic Administrator of the 
diocese, homage was paid to the frat0rnal and devoted collabora-
tion of the Dutch confreres . In a concelebrated Mass, next day, 
thanks were offered to _God _for ~he __ ~postolic work realised during 
those 25 years arid""t1ie dead and the absent were remembered. In 
the course of the ~~y, _many subjects were discussed in a frater-
nal gathering. The ques tion o,f .the exodus of the White Fathers 
from Mozambique was dis.cussed: our situation here in Angola was 
recognised as something di f f erent; but, in the event of the Gene-
ralate being constrained to take a similar decision, the Pro-
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vincial of Portugal, the Pr1ncipal Superiors of .Angola and the 
missionaries c.once.rned . should be. consulted beforehand. The de-
sire was exppe~~d: :for _;greater sol-idari ~y among the· :Out ch con-
freres themselves with regard to ministry and personnel; the ·. 
General co'uncil; has expressed its support for such a move. Tne 
meeting apprmr:ed ·of the initiative of Father Rocha Ferreira iµ 
co~stituting Cciriference of the Religious Institutes of Ang~la. 
Relations with the local clergy, the repercussions of the poli-
tical situation, _the social question, the practice of poverty and 
the need for dialogue, were also discussed. The advantages of a 
bet-fer . information . service on all that concerns the apostolate in 
.Angoia: was und·erlined ~. The q1,1estioi:i of those coming on the 
missions for a training period was also dealt with. We may add 
that Radio Holland accorded a 40 minute programme on the jubilee 
of the 31 missionaries; that his EIJ:inence Cardinal Alfrink sent 
a letter of congratulation; that the Dutch Ambassador in Lisbon 
sent a 40 word telegram; and that the representative of the Gene-
ralate brought the compliments of the General Administration as 
well as those of the Province of Holland. It was a day of fra~ 
ternal rejoicing. We thank all who contributed to it. 

EAST AFRICA The_AMECEA_is_ten_years_old 

The ~ssociation of Episcopal Conferences of East Africa 
has celebrated on July 26th its 10th anniversary. Founded in 
1961 it has important achievements to its credit. 
- At Gaba a Pastoral Institute for East Africa. 

Organisation of Paul VI's visit to Uganda. 
First Symposium pf Episcopal Conferences of all Africa at 
Kampala. 
Twice weekly Bulletins during Vatican II of the progress of 
the Council. 
Study sessions at Katigondo on priestly formation. 
Help provided for a project of research in catechetics. 
Course on oecumenism at Nairobi . 
Meeting at Lusaka and the publication of "The priest in today·' s 
Africa". 
Seminar AMECEA-MISEREOR at Nairobi. 
Research on marriage in Africa. 
Organisation of courses and work-shops for the study of social 
comm1,1nications. etc. 

Seminar_of_the_Association_of_Religious_Sup~riors 

The Association of.Religious Superiors of Kenya o~ which 
Father J. Delaney, Principal Superior CSSP. is the prime: novcr, 
organised from 15th to 21st August a seminar on the theme "How 
to construct a christian cummunity". Among the speakers was 
Father Brian Hearne CSSP. who discoursod on the following sub- -
jects: The Holy Spirit ru~d the comi~unity: open or closed? -
The signs of the ' community: oneness in freedom or uniformity 
under law? - The role of the community: convert or serve?- Sin 
in the community: success or failure? - The faith of the commu-
nity: old or new? 

MOZAMBIQUE Those who depart and those who remain -------------------------------------
On the occasion of the departure of the VVhit e Fathers from 

Mozambique Father P 91 Gheddo P.I.M.E. published in the August-Sep-
tember numbe:r of "Mondo e Missione" an open letter written by the 
other missionaries who have preferred to remain on the spot. 
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While declaring themselves partly in agreement with certain 
all eged motives . just.ifying the depa,r tu:ro th.ey differ on the 
practical conclusions to b e drawn from ·thss:3 motives. "·• We 
a.r e convinced 11 , they write, "that the more evangelical me thod 

- of protcstingc1gainst the attitude of the Bishops and of bring-
.ing the~ eventually to abandon po s itions which are not in con-
formity with the Gospel, is to stay with them and speak out 
clearly until strong r eac tions ar e provoked, r eady as we are to 
accept the risks incurr ed by our courage but not to ·depart and 
abandon the f l ock to. i tsclf. Your fear is tha t if we r emain 
the p e ople will not distinguish us from the political structure s. 
That would be true if, in our behaviour we travelled the road 
of compromis e . But the people, ev en tho most backward, know 
v ery well that the true ~i ss ionary, faithful ·servant of the 
Gosp el, is not here for a political or colonialist motive bu_t 
\Vi th the sole duty of evangelis ing and promoting man's well-
being, man in his entirety . It is up to .us in our political 
.behaviour to show vxha t we truly ar e , witil the sphere of our 
.apostolato is r es tricted, r cduc od or stifled to the point of 

. _ r educing us to silence . Evon then there vmuld still r emain for 
us the possibility of one of tho fundamenta l points of our 
minis t ry, thnt of witness. We choose the r e fore to r emain b e-
caus e ••.• ·- t h e motives which brought us to Moz ambique are still 
valid, in tho first p l ace the duty of evange lising ev en if in 
so doing we encounter difficulti es and r 0s trictions''. Father · 
Gheddo comments: "Tho gesture of pro testation of the ·White 
Fathers has certainly had its posi t ive aspoct and it is not 
without a gr eat deal of suffering that they came to ihcir deci-
sion. But wo wish to single.; out the courage of thos e who remained 
ina difficult situation in order to continue the work of evan-
golisation and bring to maturity a people a lways more and more 
conscious of their per sonality and the ir rights. Perhaps this 
form of courage is tho 0118 that pooplo of Mozambiqu e appreciate 
the most" . 

MADAGASCAR Plenary Ass embly of tho Episcopal Conference to-8~li---------------------------------------
From 6 th"July th•'.:J '17 Bishous of the Great Island and the 

Bishop of Mauritius who make up the Episcopal Conference of Mada-
gascar, came togGth0r to pre;parc tho Synod (wh ere t hey are repre-
sented by Mgr. Albert Tsiahoano. , Are,hbishop of Diego Suare z). 
The quostionairc on the .ministerial priesthood had b con distri-
buted to all tho members of t h e Peopl e of God. · Tho r eplies syn-
thesised by tho Secretariat for coordination, wer e studied by the 
Bishops who then decided their position on thG sub j ect. As to 
the the:mo "Justiee in the world", it had b c0n the obj ect of a 
study confided to the Cornmision Ju3ticc and Pvace in the context 
of malagasy life. Tho Bishops of Madagas car aro, in fact, pre-
paring an important pastora l l uttor for the ond of t.h8 year on 
"Tho Church of Madagascar and its dovol opmont".- Among tho deci-
sions t aken may b e mentioned the one by which all the Ma lagasy 
Bi shops without exception a ccept r osponsability for tho weekly 
r evi GW "Lumiere 11

• 

mwmwmwm First=Panafrican-Malagas;y=mccting=of=laJ_I?:::~R1~ mwmwmwmw 

The first Pnnafri can-Malagasy meeting of Lay pooplo was 
held at Accra (Ghana) from '1'1th to '18th August . Its theme was; 
the commitment of lay people to the advan ce of the Church and the 
integral d ev e lopment of Africa. 



Tho gathering was presiaea ovvr by Mr. Joseph Amichia~ 
0:mbassador of tho Ivory Coast to the Holy SeE?" and a member of 
the donsilium of tho Laity' along with Dr. John Nimo' .also a 
mcmbor of -the Consilium and a ·co.nsultor of the Congregation of 
P:r,:opag~da. The Holy Soc was _roprcsented by H~E~ Cardinal M._Roy 
.Archbi$_hop of Quebec aI1d PrGs1dont of tho Gons1l1um of tho Laity) 
assisted by the secret~ry of this last-mentiqned body, Mgr. M. 
Uylonbro ock , 'the vico-s ocrot~ry Miss Rosomary ~oldie, b;y Mgr. B. 
Gan tin, assistant s ecre tary vO Propaganda , by r,ille. Mar1 0-.An.ge 
'.Bossion of the Pontificial Commission for Justice and Poace, 

·by Mgr. Bodot of the Se cretariat of State • 
. · · In_ :his message to tho Congress, th8 Holy Father, after 

congratulating the mcmburs on their choice of theme, which re-
solve s _t:q.e _ "false dile:m...-rna: development or evangelisation", re-
plied to the question: What to do in order to realise this ideal? 
" .. _Have. no doubt that this will be done by giving your apostolate 
in .Afr:i.danisod. form', to uso thu expression recently usod in 
Romo by .Archbishop Gantin, echoing our own conviction: "By now 
you ·Africans arc Ifiissionaries to yours s l ~rns" (Talk at tho 'Sym-
posium. of Bishops of .Africa at Kampala). KGcp this contantly in 

. mind as you· take up, in your group discussions, the various ob~ : 
jects of study : the e conomic, social and political evolution of 
your r egions, the f amily, education and training, the l a ity in 
the life of tho Chur ch and , finally, the action to be undertaken. 

"But, to give tho l ay apostolato its .African character you 
will not for all that hesitate to draw from the Church's expe-
rience what has univers a l value and what reflects the great 
missionary teachingB of the Old and Now Testaments. It is fitting 
to make special mention of the deeply evang-:; lical insight of tho 

·· late Cardinal Cardijn, vvhich has mad-c.0 it possible for a genuine 
lay-apostolatc to s:prine:; up and develop in very many countries, 
in tho most wi dely differing contexts. From that insight tho 
Council's reflections upon the vocation of the laity b0n 0fitted 
greatly;" 

".Afri ca has not been tbc l east in drawing inspiration from 
Cardina l Cardijn and. i o it not also noteworthy th2.t his method 
refl e cts in some way the traditional proc·od"J.ro still some times 
followed by·the elders of your villages for seeking the paths 
to justice and peecc? •.•• But if it i D a question of thG l a :i. ty' s 
missionary activity in tho Church, what d i mens ions this -o.nce- · 
stral wisdom is call0d upon to assume, e. wisdom which is ani-
mat ed, uphold, consecr ated and mado holy by the Spirit of God, 
among those who arc enlightened by God's Word and nouris h ed by 
th,j sacraments ." 

"There i s no nc:cd to r emind you that s uch action of thG 
laity in your Churchos , such a full ex ercise of the priesthood 
of tho laity in Africa, will not be possible without a close and 
permanent communion with the hierarchy and in trusting and fra-
terna l exchange with the priests whose mission is ins eparabl e 
from yours. To thos e priests among ycu and to all their broth-
ren in tho priesthood, 1.;vo wish to say how much we count on 
them and how much confidence wo p l ace in ths ir role as educa-
tors in tho faith, reveal ers of the Word of God.and ministers 
of tho Sacraments of Pon o.nee and tho Eucharist . .. whether you 
be prie sts native to tho p l ace in which you work or fr_op other 
l ands , holp .one another to work in this direction and do not 
fail to associate in this essential task of promoting tho l aity 
tho Religious Brothers and Sisters v.rhoso irrep laceabl e action 
complomonting your own, you !rave exp erienced for so long •.• " 



- '1'1 -
The mooting ended with the taking of the following reso-

lutions: 
_ The urgent need for a solid arid ·adequate formation of tho laity 
at all levels with a view to being open to tho world of today 
and::;to undertaking a ro-assossnicnt of their oi.,vn cul turo; in addi-
tion, to attain a thorough doctrinal synthesis in ordcr to deve-
lop a strong bond between life and faith. · 
- Tho need for close collaboration botwocn clergy, religious, 
pries~ and nuns and the laity, recognising tho irroplaccablo 
role of each in tho one Church D.nd embracing not only tho life 
of tho Church but all the life of man. 
- vVork towards the establishment and efficient functioning of 
the parochial diocesan and national councils. 
- Development of organised movoments,adapting them to tho needs 
of tho -African sconce 
-- Croate whore nocossary a secretariat, office or corn.1'Ili tteo to 
study the participation of tho laity in the divers spheres of 
development. 
- Avoid tho too groat multiplicity of organisations: those need 
to be simple, supple and answering to real necds. 
- Create a national coordinating organism. 
- Tako into account the financial problems at all. love ls. 
- Tho experience at Accra i.mplios the need of a follow-up to tho 
panafrican collaboration of the laity. 
- Establish and consolidate the national and regional structures 
begilm.ing with tho ones already existing. 
- The need for a panafrican 8-=:crctariat of a permanent nature 
was felt but tho question requires somo study. 
- Close liaison with the Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of 
Africa and the Consilium of the Laity, in which tho presence of 
an African is to bo hoped for. 
- Give to tho prcpo.ratory committee which arrang0d the present 
mooting a mandate of about a yc:s.r in which to assess tho results, 
study the possible structures of coordination and thereafter sub-
mit to panafrican-mals.gasy level concrete propositions of colla-
boration. 

MWM1Jv1VIWl\1VJI\/IWNIVTMVi.TNIWivivVl!IW NEW 8 FROM RO ME M\JVMWivrvvMVJJ\1IVJIVI'NMVJMVJMWIVfvvMWMVVMWM 

The Pontifical Council "Cor Unum" 

In a lcttor of July 17th to Cardinal Villot, Paul VI o..nnoun-
ced the cres.tion of a nevv organism cnti tlod "Pontificium Coun-
cilium COR mfUM de humana ct christiana progressionc 11 , to coor-
dinate and harmonise all the forces and initiatives in the Church 
in favour of solidarity and charity among peoples. 
11

•• Within the Church, there arc already many organisations which 
devote themselves to such ends. They deserve tho highest praise 
for their timely and provident endeavours to Dromotc full deve-
lopment of living conditions and to relieve distress. Obviously 
it is fitting that these admiro.ble undertakings should increa-
singly wor~ in harmony with one another o.nd thus, by organic 
col~aboration1 su?cecd mo~o cffsctivcly in reaching tho goals 
nssignod to tncm J.n tho fie;lds of charity, aid and promoting tho 
development of peoples. 

It i:3 o..~so nccc~s2~~;y -~hat thG o.cti vi ty of th;.;so organisations 
should be vasoly and ii ttingly r0gulatcd by a mutus.l harmony of 
p~rpo~e, s°._ that it should not bo subj0ct to change and impro-
visation Mt' load to uri_necossar;y waste of energy and resources." 



To acniovc this end, it is necessary to havo an orgnnisation 
at the highest l evel, i. o. under thE:J authority of the_ Pope, vvho 
has confided the r esponsibility of it to his first collaborator, 
the Cardinal Secretary of State . Cardinal Villot is therefore 
the· Prosidcnt_ofCor Unum; th0 vice-president, Mgr. Torolla; 
tho s ecretary, Father De Ri cdmattcn; the meCTbers: the ropro~ 
sen ta ti vcs of the Euiscopo.tc, of the different Rorn.an Congroga-
tiorts of the catholic orgo.nisc.1.tions for assistance and charity, 
the cJq>erts •• Tho he:adquartcrs of Cor Unum arc to be in the rooms 
formerly occ~picd by tho Congregation of Ceremonials, on the 
first floor of tho Vo..tican po.lace. 

The fi eld of activity of the new Council is vast: urgbnt 
ass isto.nco in case of ca tastrophe, h elp for dovclopmont _and for 
the promotion of tho full stature of man, h e lp for a11 · sorts of 
distress and poverty.,, Going on po.st cxp0ri ence and without pre-
judice to the character or r esponsibility of each organisa tion 
the ~ope he.shad the idoa of a ssocio.ting all the members of God's 
Peopl e ins. conmon caus e for them to work to go ther ·in harmony of 
spirit and 'Ni th greater effici ency in the interests of their 
brothers in need . The charitable organisations arc not the only 
ones concernod but tho whole Church, from tho Sovereign Pontiff 
down to the simple fc.ithful. 

Thu m.omb E::rs will be invi t2d by tho Holy Father fo·r a :t;irst 
mee ting in Romo in the Autu:m..-ri. The Council will hav.c , £irst of 
all, to draw up its plan of work and then in tho light Of the · 
experience and suggestions of its members decide upon its · · 
statutes. 

Foundation of "Pro Africa" --------------------------
Cardinal Villot, Secre tary of State addressed a l otter in tho 

name of the Holy Fa ther to a ll the Ordinaries of Africa and 
Madagascar, in which h a informed them of tho creation, by the 

-Holy Soc , of a Fund, "Pro Africc.. 11 des tined to help and encourage 
· all initio.tives in fc1vour of human and christian o.dvs.ncemcnt CB-
pccially when these arc the expression of a comm.on ond·oavour by 
the ep i scopo.t c or group of tho l a ity . The annua l incomo of this 
Fund will be shared among tho promoters of proje cts which arc in 
conformity with the above mentioned objectives and are sponsored 
by the r e sponsible ep i scopal o.. uthority. Roquos ts for a llocat ions 
addr essed to tho Cardinal President of the Council of Admini-
stration , sr.1ould bo accomps.nicd with a report justifying the 
r equest. In assessing this l at t er and de ciding upon tho eventual 
a lloca tion the Socrcto.ri a t of Sto.tc will take into a ccount tho 
r ecommendations of tho episcopal authority in question a.nd tb.o. t 
of the Commi ttcc, "Human Promot ion of the Pontifica l Corn.m.ission 
"Justice and Peace ". 
·· "Whil e hoping tha t other contributions e ither from Episcopal 
qonfcrencos, religious institutions , or charitable organisations 
will como to swell this solidarity fund for tho promotion of 
African people s, the Holy Se c is not forgetful of the i mmense 
effort of long dat e und~rto.kon by so many man and women of Africa 
and els ewhere, giving themselves and their possessions without 
stint for the human ::l.nd spiritual uplift of this great continent. 
The Holy Sec by its initiative do cs no more than offer a concrete 
possibility of r esponding to the o.ppeo.l l aunched in tho encycli-
cal "Populorum Progrcssio" to a ll who by their cdu cnt ion their· 
situation and the ir cap o.bility o.ro equipped for action. 'Mo.y 
they set a good example by contributing generously o.s s cve:ral of 
our brothers in tho Episcopacy hnvc alroady dono •• 11 



Intcrna tion&l Ca t uch c tica l Congres s --= =---======- == ==--=----=-------
. . 

__ The first Intornat i ono.l Co.t0chctica l Congress opened on 
Sop tomb or 21st in The Pontifico.l University of the Latran and 
ga thered together 1300 participants. Cardina l Wright, prof ect 
of tho Congr:ogat i on for the Cler gy opened the procr: cdings with 
a discourse in which h o tr2-. cccl a. vas t p anoro.ma of catcchotical 
evolution _ and also mentioned d.cvi o.tions caus ing groat anxiety 
in thq occl cs io.l cumm.uni ty. 

The fo_llovving arc somo :present d2y n eeds underlined by the 
Co.r clino.l: a ) a catcchcsis o.i mcd a t fo r ming an o.dult f a ith, not 
only in individuals but also in tho various groupings of 
Christians; b) a ca t e chosis tho.t has in viCiiv the intogration 
of faith o.nd_ life : the Word of God announcing tho cate chcsis 
should be r e cognisable as a reply t o the questions put by men 
of this day ~nd age ; c) a ca t ochcs i s that i s inserted into tho 
pastornl activity of th0 Church s ince c1ll catcchctical activity 
i6olutod f~om the occl cs i a l context is doomed to f a ilure; d) 
an ecumenica l catechc sis that would p_romotc a wider comprehen-
sion of humanity o.nd off ecti ve dialogue, wi t _hout reducing all 
to tho lowest common donomi nator for tho sake of peace , and so 
disregarding the cla ims of truth. 

The participants were r e ceived by the Holy Fa ther in audi-
ence on September 25th. He told them that "the ministry of the 
Word is the very centre of tho da ily o .. postolic ncti vi ty of the 
Church and so cateche tica l instruction has an influence on the 
whole of life ... " Catcchcsis may not be i s olated from tho life 
of prayer nor from the christian _commitment &- the probl cDD ·that 

b eliev er, desirous of increas ing his 1.1ndorstanding of the 
faith is likely to me et, nor from tho groat questions of modern 
man •• It is therefor e an ever r e curring duty for tho catochosis 
to give car to those problems tha t come from tho heart of man, 
in order to find a r adica l soluti on in tho gift of love which 
create s and sav es, as r ov cal 0d by ev ents ond by tho words of 
God to his people •.• 

On the occasion of this Congress ·tho General Dire ctory of 
Ca t cchc tics was pres ente d. This has been published by the 
Congrega tion for the Clergy a t the r c quo-st of Vatican II and by 
order of Po.ul VI, in collabora tion with the Episcopal Conferences. 
"This directory" s o.id Cardina l Wright" is meant to be ins erted 
into the contemporary ca t c chctico.l mov ement gr adus.lly nnd pru-
dently. We do not i gno r e tho probl ems tha t arc still to be 
resolved nor tho se r esolved in an unsatisfactory way •. It is 
precis ely for tha t r eason that thi s congros s was called in order 
to s tudy the problem of tho cont ent and tho sources of catcche-
tics •.. Tho Directory indicates a way .• This way i s seriously 
discuss ed in thu light of the mos t r ocont hypotheses o.nd the 
most daring ox:porimonts. But we r:mst r each o. coE@on solution." 

It i s propos ed to cone back to this subject in a future 
edition of 11 CSSP. Docu,.rnenta tion". 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 0 UR DE A D++++++ ++++++++++++++ 

- Father Paul Barthelmo of thu Province of Francc,dicd 13-7-71 
a t Wolxhc i m, aged 72 , a ft er 49 years of profe ssion. 
-_Father Emile Van Oostvclt of the Province of Belgium, di ed 
2>-7-71 a t iLn.twcrp, aged. 46, aft er 25 ye ars of profess ion. 
- Fa ther J o2.n-Marc Kitiyi, of the District of Bangui died 
25-7-71 at Bo ali, aged 35 after 13 years of profo s si~n. 
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_ Fath er Albert Lanoc, of tho District of Yaounde, diod 7-8-71 
t Nki"lzok at the age of 51 i ft cr 24 years of profession. a .L,_ ~, ' D" t. t fK"l" _ Father Fiuncis Joseph Hubsch, of the is ric o ~i~iman-

jaro, died at Ivloshi, 2'1-8-71, nt the ago of 86 after 6c:: years 
of profession. _ . , . ··-
- Father Jo.mos Bentley of the Pr·ovincc of ~nglana, died 25-8-71 
at thu age of 62 after 41 years of profes sion~ . . 
_ Father Victorion Bieber, of the GoncrD.l Administra~ion, died 
at Friburg 30-8-71 aged 56 after 36 Y?ara of profossio~. 
- FC1ther Leonard Le ,To.llc of the Province of Frnnce, died at 
Lang0nnct 11-9-71 aged 68 after 47 y ear s of profossio~: 
- Father Joseph Klctzcl of the: Province. of USA-East,_died at 
Pittsburo-h 11-9-71 agod 60 after 40 years of prof0ssion. 

o . f C rt ,. , + - Father Antoine Soucy, of tho Province o anau.a, c.ioa av 
St. Pi erro-ct-Miquelon, 15-9-71 aged 56 after 36 years of 
profossion. 
- Father John T·ham.ps on, of the Province of Ireland, died at. 
Kimm.o.go, 19-9-71 at the ago of 66 3.ft?r 43 yco.rs of pro~cssion. 
- Father Michael Frawley , of tho Province of Ireland, diod at_ 
Blantyre (Malawi) 1-10-71 , ag.:.:d 57 a ft er 37 y0ars of prof ossion • 
.... Fathor Hormanus 'van Bo.rncvcld, of the Province of Holland, 
died at Le iden, 9-10-71 at tho age of 51 after 29 years of 
profession. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++R. I. P. ++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A THOUGHT :B'OR R~:B'LEXION 
~1 believe it is extremely important to recognise that a 

certain era of the church's missionary history v;hich began in 
the early nineteenth c entury is now coming to its close. it has 
been closely linked with the colonialist expansion of Europe 
and the West. Its achievements have been vast. It has greatly, 
and significantly, altered the geography of christian witness. 
But it is now almost over. Firstly, becaus~ the independent 
countries of Asia, Africa. and even South America are b ecoming 
increasingly reluctant to admit professional missionaries. 
Secondly, because missionary vocations have enormously declined 
in most countries of Europe and North America. The effect of 
this decline is alr eady apparent in mission lands and in the 
next few years it will be even more striking . Thirdly, it 
would seem that the outstanding intrinDic need, theological and 
psychological, in all these places is now to stand on their own ·· 
fe et, to become t rue local churches, self-reliant christian 
communities. The achievement of this can be enormously i mpeded -· 
by the continued reception of large-scale foreign help, e ither 
in personnel or in mon ey . 

The world mi ssion of the church goes ever on, but it takes 
different structural form.s in d ifferent ages. 'llhe :pattern of 
the last hundred years, the pattern for which a ll the modern 
missionary societies were initially founded, is n8arly over; 
nearly but not quite. Our theme then i s - What should the last 
generation be doing in the f ew years that remain? How can we 
ensure that the work of earlier gen erati.on s -of missionaries is 
not lo st amid the tumultuous changes of our era? uow can we 
v!Ji tn8SS to Christ, the universal Saviour., through the life of 
the church i n the l ast third of the tv,centieth century? How _can., 
we p r epar e the way for a new age of mlssion? 

(From Adrian Hastings MISSI ON & MINISTRY p . 4/5) 
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