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CONGREGATION NEWS

ROME, - Generalate"
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4 B At the Synod vhich is Being held-at. the moment in Rome,
the Congregation of the Holy Ghost is actlvely present in the
person of its Superior General, Father Lécuyer. He is one of
the ten representatives elected by the Union of Superiors '
General (U.S.G.).

On the 1lst October he made an intervention, not in his
own name, but in the name of this organisation, on the first
theme proposed for the attention of the Synod ~ the ministe-
rial priesthood. He stressed the fact that the priest is at
the service of the People of God, and proposed that the Synod
devote its attention principally to the practical problems
which the priest has to face today: - the responsibilities of
the priest in the social and political spheres; the financial
situation of the priest; and the "family dimension" of his . _
life (celibacy). He noted with regret that the pre-Synod do-
cument said nothlng about the situation=the religious priest,
nor about the m1551onary aspect of the priestly ministry.

. Father Lécuyer has been appointed spokesman for one of
the twelve "circuli minores”. This is the French group "B"
and has Cardinal Marty as president. The subjects already
treated include: the mission of the Church in the world and for
the world, the role of the prlest in this mission, and the re- .
laticns, of the priest with the other members of the Church..On .
Friday October 8th he presented the report of this group in, the:
Aula, He will intervene again on behalf of the Union of Supc—;
4 riors General on the theme of "Justice and Peace". - :

- Father Ernst VERDIEU who has replaced Father EBERHARDT as’
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General Assistant, is in residence at the Generalate since
September 22nd.

- Father Louis LEDIT left for France on October 15th, to conti-
nuc his visitation of the District of Auteuil.

- The Superior General plans to visit Congo~-Brazzaville, Gabon,
the Central African Republic, and Cameroon during December 1971

and January 1972,

The annual mceting of the Principal Supe-~

riors of these districts will be held in Bangui in the course

of this visit.

In the CSSP Newsletter of July 20th, we spokc of the
Social Decvelopment Service being opcrated by Father Anthony

Byrne.

We have recentiy received a provisional schedule of his

travelling programme, and this should be of assistance to con-

freres who wish to contact him.
1971 - Septoember - October
November - Deccmber

Eldoret(Kenya)

Gimma & Haran (Ethiopia)

1972 - January - February Nairobi (Kenya)
- March - April Masaka (Uganda)
May - June Moshi (Tanzania)
July - August Tanga " )
September - October Lodwar (Kenya)
- November - December Nairobi (Kenya)
1993 - January - March Angola
April - May Rome
June - July Canada
August Ireland

Confreres are again reminded that Father Byrne visits a
District only on the written invitation of the Bishop. He docs
not represent any particular organisation but works in liaison
with several. He is supported by 'Misereor' and acts'ag adviser
for wvarious ecclesiastical authorities engaged in Social Deve-
lopment work. More details concerning the scope and progress
of his work will be found in the Newsletter of July 20th,

IRELAND

The province has cccepted
erected in Dublin where there
cateod *to the Holy Spirit. It
gregation has undertesken this kind of responsibility. ,

The novitiate recopened on September 20th with 28 novices -~
24 Irish, ? English and 1 Trinidadian, '

the charge of a parish newly
already exists a new Church dedi-
is the first time that thc €on-

FRANCE ~ The_Recollcction Month at Chevill
This exercise was suspcnded for the past two years - in
1969 because of the Genceral Chapter, and in 1970 because of the

Provincial Chapter. This yecar it was rc-introduced, was held
from the 8th July to thc 5th August. Doing the Recollection
were 2% Spiritains, 4 Sisters of the. Holy Spirit and one lay-
woman. The direction of the operation was entrusted to a team
composed of Trs Hirtz, Creac'h, Aubert, Pariat [Tassin and
Sister Bernadette. The group considcred together the world and.
the changes taking place in it - which affect also the Church; -
they placed themselves in the presence of the Lord in Faith and
Hope; they listened to the Word of God and plunged themselves
in prayer; they shared their thoughts and ..discussed their



experiences w1th each other; flnally they undertook a study of
the three principal prlorltles of the missionary apostolate
today:=- community of destiny, basic communlty, apostollc commu~-
nlty. -The youngest of the group gives us his impressions: deep
joy to have lived four weeks in such a fraternal community:..
joy to see that the spirit of renewal in the Congregation is
not just a matter of words... the discovery of our limitations
and the necessity for continued training and a serious pro~
gramme of updatlng.
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Under this title (which was worth a 20% reduction on the
railway) 143 (out of a possible 210) missioners-on-holiday
gathered at Chevilly from 3rd to 5th August. They were parti-
cularly impressed by the.marvellous.welcome and the sympathetic
atmosphere. They enjoyed renewing contact with confréres after
years of separation with whom they were able to exchange views
and cxperienccs, finding again the true signs of fraternal
unity in the Eucharistic concclebrations. TI‘a’chgr Des DESERTS
spoke on missionary animation in France. Father THIBAULT,
olong with two young tcachers and the new Master of Wov1ces
spoke of the mentality of the youth of today and their forma-
tion, Father P. GODARD throw light on the relations between
the Province and the Digtricts, Fathrr BAZIN, the Provincial
Pursar, gave a clear picture, with figures, of the financial
situation. Father AGENEAU reviecwed "Spiritus" and underlincd
its interest for missionarices., "As to the welcome by the Pro-
vince'", wrotc one of the participants, " I think we were all
very much impressed. Words are hard to find to describe how
very cbliging and fraternal was the Provincial Team whose true
charity was equal to the occasionally exacting demands. We
have had three days of information and friendship which made
the journey worth while.." An experiment which calls for repe-
tition. -

BELGIUM  0ld age pensions for Belgian Spiritans
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Father Maenen, the Provincial of Belgium, sent round, last
July, a precise and detailed circular concerning the old age
pensions to which those confreres of the Province had a right;
The different possibilities were envisaged with an indication
of the measures to be taken. At a time when the number of '
"ancients" tends to increase whilc that of the young decreases,
the problem arises of assuring a decent retirement for the aged.
The Provinces and their Bursars are becomlng more and more pre-
occupied by this need :

HOLLAND Mectings

Fathcr Van Der Poel hasg taken it upon himgelf to organise
from time to time a "get together" for the families of ocur mis-
sionaries, - in the first place for their cnjoyment and also to
inform them of the conditions under which our missionarics work,
the intention being to create a "base" for those at the " Eront!
These days are organised acoording tc district and there is al-
ways to be found a member of The district to give first-hand in-
formation. Morc than 400 persons hove profited by these get-
togetheres which have been a resounding success.

Other mectings have been organis ed for the bencfit of the
missionaries themscelves when on holidays, - either missionary
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weeks dirccted more to study and discussion or meeting days
which: give the mlsslonarv the chance to .meet the Prov1u01a1
COHHClL.QQd have an-exchange of v1cws.

T In this ways some forty confréres met in the . nhateau of .
“Gemert on the 16th and 17th September represcn tlng all th
districts where Dutch Pathers arc working. Father Th, bla ats
gave a talk on Nyere's socialism in Tanzaniaj; Father H.Verdijk
spoke of the situation in Angola; Father R. Hame NS descrlbed
that of Congo-Brazzaville; Father Houdijk informed them of the
p0581b111tles of the Church in Brazil. Difficulties arec to be
found everywhere but there are alsoc pcsitive n1omcrts which per
mit work to be undertaken. Long and animated discussions foll-
owed each talk. A further meetlrg on the same 1iucs will take
place in the. Autumn.

GANADAV:‘ - Provincial ChaEter

The second scssion of FPrench Canada's Provincial Chapter
took place at St Alexandcr from 2lst to 26th 1 August., The. Supe-
rior General and Father Verdieu assisted at this session. The
prl“CJDul problems envisaged were: how to save the Provincce;
evangelisation and development; degrees of membership in the
Congregation. Something of +ne Cumpuign for autonomy which is
felt in all domains in Quebec crept into the very lively dis-
cussilons. The only resolutions that resulted were the follo-
wing: a) hat the Provincial Council function according to the
capitular de0151ons with deliberative voice on all occasions,
and that until the next Provincial Chapter; b) that the Provin-
cial if authorised by the General Council, be ecleccted by the
Provincial Chapter by absolute majority after consultation with
all the members of the Province. Further there must be noticed
the active participation of the young, the absence of quarrels
of a personal nature and above all a remarkable mutual goodwill
which is not to be found everywhere, and which nevertheless
holds out hope for the future even if the prescnt situation -is
gserious. ' ’

UNITED STATES ~The Superior Generalls visit -

Western Province

From the Provincial Chapter of Canada Father General cros-

gcd into the United States. He began his visit by a tour of
the Western Province where he arrived on August 29th and he
gtaved until September 18th. He visgited the communities and

xpresses his gratitude for the warm welcome he received
throughout the Province. Although not an official or canonical
visitation, he was able to get on idea of the vastness of the
Province and of the principal works. Unfortunately he was un-
able to go and sece our missionaries in Mexico.

EASTERN PROVINCE

From the Western Province the Superior General passed
over into the East where he arrived on Scptember 19th., That
evening, a rcception and dinncr werec held in his honoul at
Manchester Lance follewed by a tour of "Washington by night".
Tuesday foliowing he was received by Cardinal Cooke after which
there was a reception at the Hotel New Yorker, with a hundred
or"so guests, among whom Bishop Ackerman bpr. Bishop Durning
0SSp., Bishop of Arusha, a good number of the diocesan direc—
tors of the Poutlflcal Missionary Works and numerous confrires,
Father John Moran represented the Western Province and Father
Con Woulfe the Irish Province., After the recception there was a
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dinner for 22 gucsts, members of the communitics of the district
and fricnds from among the local clergy and lay peoplec. Father
Lécuyer lcft for Rome the :following day, September 22nd: _
7 Father Verdieu, General Counecillor visited the -Provincial
Housé. in Pitteburg and scveral communitics on 11th and 12th -
August. Father Remo Bonifazi lcft the United States for Uganda
_on Scptember 2nd. He has gone to teach in the scminary of
Moroto, for "ThcApostles of Jesus', an-African Missionary In-
stitute. Father Anthony Adrien, -a former principal supcrior of
Haiti who was oxpellcd by the Duvalier regime and has becen teach-
ing in the seminary of Bangui, arrived in thc United Statces
_recently. With two other Haitian Fathers actually in France, he
hopes to undertake thc ministry of somc 100,000 Haitians 1in
Brooklyn. Meanwhile he is perfecting his English.-
NIGERIA -

- 'Th¢ reopefiirig of the novitiate took place on September 21st
under the -présidency of Mgr. Unegby, Bishop of Owerri who add-
ressed the assembly. Father Obinna Aguh, the Principal Superior
welcomed 28 novices in the prescnce of a large number of priests
and brothers and sistcrs. The Father Master of Novices is Father
Francis Okonkwo onc of the first. Spiritans to undergo his cntire
training on thc spot and who was a missionary in Sierra Leonc
from 1967 to 1970. ' i

'mwmwmﬁmememmemw'AROUND THE _MISSIONS mWmwhwRwmwWhWIwWRWhIWIWRW

WEST AFRICA Meeting of the French-speaking Catochetical
Goumdigedonl sg2  soofwelmens o dz-wy sl B

The French-spcaking Catechetical Commission of West Africa
nct at Bamako (Mali) for the purpose of .studying 1) the problcnm
of the catechist dcfined as the "disciple of Christ, dppointed
by the community and recognised by the Hicrarchy as taking part
in a special manncer in the pastoral mission and sactification
of the Church"; 2) the scarch for a catechism of a nentality
and not only of behaviour; for that, there must be observation
cifigmonids sl olp bt enitionwsto s the ProbleEls In Bhewls feMol Shose
whom ‘the Church wishes to cvangelise. The most noticeable thing
‘was, first of. all the desirc on the part of all the countries
to exchange views and collaboratc in. rescarch. The project of
collaboration betwecn the authors of the three basic catechisms
("Towards a new life" by Fathcr Nobou, "God is calling us" by
Father Vieira CSSP. and the catechism called. "de Dapango-Ouidah")
is a: solid proof of this desire. What finally holds our atten-
tion is the massive contribution of notable quality coming from
African priests, religious and catechists, which indicates that
catechetics is taking a decisive turn for the better in these
couribtriess - ' .
SENEGAL A Missionary is honoured

On June 13th 1971 Father Gecorges Courrier CSSP. received
fron the French Consul at Dakar the cross of Officer of the Order’
of National Merit. Fathcr Courricr who landed in Senegal in 1946,
was first of all professor in the Libermann seminary at Popen-
guine, then director of works of the former French West Africa,
Vicar General of the dioccse and administrator of the Cathedral
of Dakar. At prescnt he ministers to the parish of the Martyrs
of Uganda, handed over to the Congregation since 1967.
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GUINEA . Mgr_ chlgigég again_on_trial
In the course of the Vpe@ples' grea t trial of the flfth

column"” which took place at Konakry and is still going on, Mgr
Tchidimbo has cnce again been accused of belonging to an anti=-
Guinea movement. Already condermmed to life imprisonment, he
has adnitted the facts which were brought against him, princi-
‘pally to have worked towards the political demobilisation of
his clergy, by asking them to keep out of pOllth), to have re-
ceived money from West Germany for his works, e%¢... All thosc
accused confessed to theilr fﬂult“ but one knows what value to
put on confessions of this sort in such a trial. According to
the adopted procedure, the 8,000 local Revolutionary Powers

harged with establishing the nature of the offences and the
scale of punishment have denmanded the death penalty for all the
Africans and some of the aliens: hard labdur is proposcd for the’
rest of these latter. In addition there is gquestion of the con-
fiscation ‘of the goods of all the accused. On Octoker 3%rd,
Radlo—Konakry announced that the verdict had been given but it
is not known vet what this verdict is. -

TCHAD  Interdiocesan Pastoral Course
The pastoral coursc in which many of our confrires of the

Cameroons and the Central Republic of Africa took part was held
fronm June 20th to July 10th at Fort-Archambault (Tchad). The.
subject matter, on which nuch preliminary field-work had been
done, was concerned principally with narriage and the family.
Anong. the. general conclusions, the following can be mentioned:
- Our discussions have helped us to see narriage and the fani-
1y in their true setting, as lived by our people. This study 1is,
in our opinion, an inmportant prelininary to any elaboration of
pastoral development in these domains.
- The atrnosphere of the study group helped enornously to brlng
our ideas up to date.
- The importance of the time factor and necd to renind oneself
of this frequently.
- To have onc's attention fixed on reality and on the changes
taking place; to seek to understand these things inthe 11ght
of a theology ever in necd of deeper penetration.
- The attention given to African culture has convinced us of the
nced to further the cstablishment of an African Church.

~ The Gospel is not a law but a pressing need. The Church is-
not a soclety outside the world but a ferment in the world. A
deeper understanding of these realities revitalises cur faith
in the importance of the nission which we are accomplishing
together,
- In our work we had no intention of claborating orientations
which would be obligatory for our fellow nissionaries or the
dioceses nor to draw up a schenme of pastoral activity with-
out reference to the community as a whole. It 51mplv gave us
the chance to apprpcwqtc the value of our cxpcericnces and
assess thelr possibilitics and limitations. We arc of the
opinion that thcsc conclusions amcun®t to a positive contri-
bution of grcat importancc to the pastoral conception of
marriaﬁc and the family and wc hope that thosc cngaged in this
work will talkce them into considceration.
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REPUBLIC OF CENTRAL AFRICA, -"Encounter"

The . dicceses of the Republic of Central Africa met re-
cently in order to launch under the title "Rencontre" a re-
view for research, . study. and exchanve of infermation, Besides
numerous detdails on the . comoos1t10n and activities ¢f the five
dioceses,this.first edition includes an article in which Mgr,
',N'Dayen, Archblshop of ESnEnrs SeerilcclS™ dn: the ten<years that
have gone by since. Independencé and considers the moral and "
spiritual perspectives stemming from the introduction of a
‘christian outlook.into the present society. Another article .
recalls the much lamented late Mgr. Couchéerousset CSSP. who
died last year and who played such an 1mportant g 0 = L R 1125
evangellsatlon of the country. .
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CONGOAKINSHASA . Eighth General Assembly of OIEC.

The General Assembly of the Intérnational Office of
Christian Instruction brought its discussions to & close on
“August 12th at Kinshasa. Among the conclusions reached the
following may be singled out:

-~ The Conference solemnly declared that without denying the
importance of the mass-media as a means of education, the school
still retains a privileged position. It provides an instrument
for socio-economic development; it contributes in an important
way to the formation of a Nation, it acts as an eclement of unity
and as a centre of living culture.

- In the prespectvor development, the sohool is indispensable
for glVlng a groundlng Skl 1etters, it is useful for natlonal
i I 5ty G et country in the course of devélopment and is an im-
portant element in the educative project for the community.

- There could be no question for us, catholics, and especially
Africans, disengaging ourselves from the school.

~ The christian school can only be faithful to its ideal under.
the followihg conditions: a) that the professional conscience

, 0f the teachers and their zeal. in promoting the permanent for-
fation of their Suchcts be motivated by charity i.e. the desire
to render better service. b) that the catholic school be an -
open school (i) open to the world to initiate the young to the
problems of development, (11) bpen to strangers in a spirit of
hospitality versus rac1sm (iii) open to other schools for the
sake of dlalogue and collaboratlon, (iv) open to the Church in
general in all SuCUOTS of 1to aot1v1ty.

ANGQLA Mectlng of the Dutcn conFreres.
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: On June-thh-and il Gl the major part of the Dutch con-
fréres working in Angoia gathered together at Camunda to comme-
morate the.25th anniversary of the arrival in the tountry of
missionaries from Holland.. Father Q. Houdijk represented the
General . Administration. On June 16th during a lunch offered by
the Superior of the District and the Director of the Hely Ghost
College, in the presence of the Apostolic Administrator of the
diocese, homage was paid to the fraternal and devoted collabora-
tion of the Dutch confréres. In a concelebrated Mass, next day,
thanks were offered to God for the apostolic work realised during
those 25 years #nd the deédd snd theé absent were remembered., In
the course of the day, many subjects were discussed in a frater-
nal gathering. The question of the exodus of the White Fathers
from Mozambique was discussed: our situation here in Angola was
recognised as something different; but, in the event of the Gene-
ralate being constrained to take a similar decision, the Pro-
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vincial of Portugal, the Principal Superiors of Angola and the
missionaries concerned should be. consulted beforehand. . The de-
gire was expressed for gweater solldarlty among the Dutch con-
fréeres themselves with regard to ministry and personnel; the
General Council has expressed its support for such a move, The
meeting approved of the initiative of Father Rocha Ferreira in
constituting a Conference of the Religious Institutes of Angela.
Relations with the local clergy, the repercussions of the poli-
tical 51tuatlon, the. social question, the practice of poverty and
the need for dialogue, were also discussed. The advantages of a
better information.service on all that concerns the apostolate in
Angola was underllned The questlon of those coming on the
missions for a training period was also dealt with. We may add
that Radio Holland accorded a 40 minute programme on the jubilee
of the 31 missionaries; that his Eminence Cardinal Alfrink sent
a letter of cbngratulation 3 that the Dutch Ambassador in Lisbon
sent a 40 word telegram; and that the representative of the Gene-
ralate brought the compliments of the General Administration as
well as those of the Province of Holland. It was a day of fra=
ternal rejoicing. We thank all who contributed to it.

EAST AFRICA © The AMECEA is ten years old
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The Association of Episcopal Conferences of East Africa
has celebrated on July 26th its 10th anniversary. Founded in
1961 it has important achievements to its credit.

- At Gaba a Pastoral Institute for East Africa.

- Organisation of Paul VI's visit to Uganda.

~ First Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of all Africa at
Kampala.,

-~ Twice weekly Bulletins during Vatican II of the progress of
the Council.

- Study sessions at Katigondo on priestly formaulon.

- Help provided for a project of research in catechetics.

- Course on oecumenism at Nairobi.

- Meeting at Tusaka and the publication of "The priest in today S
Africa".

- Seminar AMECEA-MISEREOR at Nairobi.

~ Research on marriage in Africa.

- Organlsatlon of courses and Work—shops for the study of social
communications. ctc.

EENYA Seminar of the Association of Religious Superiors

The Association of Religious Superiors of Kenya of which
Father J. Delaney, Principal Superior C35P. is the prime: nover,
organised from 15th to 21st August a seminar on the theme "How
to construct a christian cummunity". Among the speakers was
Father Brian Hearne CSSP. who discoursed on the following sub-
jects: The Holy Spirit and the community: open or closed? -
The signs of thé community: oneness in freedom or uniformity
under law? - The role of the community: convert or scrve?- Sin
in the community: success or failure? - The faith of the commu-
nity: old or new? '

MOZAMBIQUE — Those_who_depart_snd_those_who_remain

On the cccasion of the departure of the White Fathers from
Mozambique Father P, Gheddo P.IL.M.E. published in the August-Sep-
tember number of ”Mdndo e Missione" an open letter written by the
other missiona ries who have preferred to remain on the spot.
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While declaring themselves partly in agreement with certaln
alleged motives justifying the departurc they di?fer on thg
practical conclusionsg to be drawn from these motives. ".. We
are convinced" they write, " that the more .cvangelical method
of protesting against the attitude of the Bishcps and of bring-
ing them eventually to abandon positions which are not in con-
formity with the Gospel, is to stay with them and speak out
clearly until strong reactions are provoked, rcady as we are to
accept the risks incurred by our courage but not to depart and
abandon the flock to itsclf. Your fecar is that if we remain
the people will not distinguish us from the political structures.
That would be true if, in our behaviour we travelled the road
of compromisc. But the people, cven the most backward, know
very well that the true missionary, faithful scrvant of the
Gospel, is not here for a political or colonialist motive but
with the sole duty of evangelising and promoting man's well-
being, man in his eantirety. It is up to us in our political
behaviour to show what we truly are, until the sphere of our
~apostolate is restricted, recduccd or stifled to the point of
_reducing us to silceance. Even then there would still remain for
us the posgibility of one of the fundamental points of our
ministry, that of witness. We choose therefore to remain be-
Cause ...  GThe motives which brought us to Mozambique are still
valid: in thce first placce the duty of evangelising cven 1f in
so doing we cncounter difficultices and restrictions". Father
Gheddo comments: "The gesturc of protestation of the -White
Fathcrs has ccrtainly had its positive aspcect and 1t -is not
without a great dcal of suffering that they came to their deci-
sion. But wc wish to singlce out thc courage of those who remasined
in a difficult situation in omrder to continuc the work of evan-
‘gclisation and bring to maturity a peoplc always more and more
conscious of their personality and their rights. Perhaps this
form of courage 1s the one that people of Mozambique appreciate
the most'".

MADAGASCAR Pléggry Assembly of the Episcopal Conference

£o7 R 2 2
{ From & th”July the 17 Bishops of the Great Island and the
Bishop of Meauritius who makc up the Episcopal Confcrence of Mada-
gascar, came together to preparc the Synod (where they are repre-
scented by ligr. Albert Tsishoans, Archbishop of Dicgo Suarez).
The guestionaire on the ministerisl priesthood had bcecen distri-
buted to all the members of the Pcoplce of God. Thoe replies syn-
thesised by the Sccretariat for coordination, were studied by the
Bishops who then decided their position on the subject. As to
the theme"Justice in the world", i1t hed becn the objcct of a
study confidcd to the Commision Justicc and Pcace in the context
of malagasy life. The Bighops of Medagascar arc, in fact, pre-
paring an important pastoral lettcr for the cnd of the ycar on
"The Church of Madagascar and its development".- Among the deci-
sions taken may be mentioned the onc by which all the Malagasy
Bishops without exception accept responsability for the weckly
review "Lumiere".

The first Panafrican-Malagasy mceting of Lay pcople was
held at Accra (Ghana) from 11th to 18th August. Its thome was
the commitment of lay pcople to the advance of the Church and the
integral dcvelopment of Africea.
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The gathering was presided over by Mr. Joseph Amichia,
ambassador of the Ivory Coast Lo the Holy Se¢ and a member of
the Consilium of the Laity, along with Dr. John Nimo, also a
‘member ,of -the Consilium and a -consultor of the Congregation of
, Prdpaganda. The Holy Scc¢ was represented by H.E. Cardinal M.'Roy
Archbishop of Quebec and President of the Consilium of the Laity,
~assisted by thu ‘secretary of this last-mentioned body, NMgr. M.
Uylenbrocck, the vice- sncrutgry Miss Rosemary Goldic, by Mgr. B.
Gantin, assistant secrctary to Propaganda by Mllc. Maric-Ange
Bession of the Pontificial Commission for JuSthp and Pcace,

‘by Mgr. Bodct of the Secretariat of State.

In his messagc to the Congress, the Holy Father, after
congratulau1n5 the members on their choice of theme, whlch re-
solves the "falsc dilemma: dCVGlopmcnt or evangelisation", rc-
plied to the qucstion: What to do in order to realisc this idecal?
",. Have no doubt that this will be donc by giving your apostolate
an Africaniscd form', to usc the expression reccntly uscd in
Rome by Archbishop C&Duln, cchoing our own conviction: ”By now
you Africans arc Missionaries to yoaLsleeO“ (Talk at the Bym-
p051um of Bishops of Africa at Kampala). Kcep this coanntly in
mind as you take up, in your group discussions, the various obs:
Jjects of study: the cc onomic, social and political evolution of
your rcgions, the family, cducation and training, the laity in
the 1life of the Church and, finally, thec action to be undertaken

"But, to give thc lay uboutolato its African character you
will nc t for dll that n051bJUb to draw from The Church's expe-
rience what has universal value and what reflects the great
misgionary teachings of the 0ld and New Testaments, It is fitting
to makec spccial mention of the decply cevangelical insight of the
" late Cardinal Cardijn, which has medc it possible for a gcnuine
lay-apostolate to snr“ag up and dcvelop in very many countries,

" in the most widely diffcering conftoxts. From that insight the
Council's reflcctions upon the vocation of the laity bencfitted
greatly.”

"Africa has not been the least in drawing inspiration from
Cardinal Cardijn end is it not alsc notcworthy that his method
reflceccts in scme way the traditional proc¢edure still sometimes
followed by the clders of your villages for secking the paths
to justicc and peace? ....But 1f 1t i5 a guestion of the laity's
missionary activity in the Church, what dimcnsions this ance-
stral wisdom is called upon %o assume, & wisdom which is ani-
mated, uphcld, consccratcd and madc holy by the Bpirit of God,
among thOoO wbp oro cnlightened by God's Word and nourished by

the sacraments,
- "There is no nccd to remind you that such action of the
laltj in your Churchecs, such a full excrcise of the pricsthood
of the leity in ALrlCu, will not be p0551blo without a close and
permanent communion with the hierarchy and in trusting and fra-
ternal exchange with the priests whose mission is inseparable
from yours. To those pricsts among ycu and to all their breth-
ren in the priesthood, wc wish to say how much we count on
them and how much confidence we place in their role as cduca-
tors in the faith, revealcrs of the Word of God and ministcrs
of the Sacraments of Pecnance and the Eucharist... whether you
bc pricsts native to the place in which you work or from other
lands, help onc another to work in this dircction and do not
fall to assoclate in this csscntial task of promoting the laity
the Religious Brothers and Sisters whosc irreplaceable action
complementing your own, you have experiencced for g0 long..."
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The meeting ended with the taking of the fellowing rcso-
lutions: e _' '
- The urgent nced for a solid and adcquate formation of the laity
at all levels with a wicw to being open to the world of today
andsto undertaking a re-asscssment of their own culture; in addi-
tion, to attain a thorough doctrinal synthesis in order to deve-
lop a strong bond between lifc and faith. :
=~ The necd for closc collaboration bectween clergy, rcligious,
~pricst and nuns and the laity, rccognising the irreplaceable
role of cach in the onc Church and cmbracing not orly thc life
of the Church but a1l thce lifc of man.
- Work towards the cstablishment and cfficicnt functioning of
the parochial diocesan and national councils.
~ Development of organised movements,adapting them to the nceds
of thc African sccnce. ,
- Create where nccessary a sccrcetariat, office or committece to
study the participation of the laity in the divers sphercs of
devclopment.
- Avoid thc too grcat multiplicity of organisations: these nced
to be simple, supplc and answering to rcal nccds.
~ Crcatc a national coordinating organism, '
- Takc into account the financial problcems at all lcevels,
- The cxpericnce at Accra implics the ncced of a follow-up to the
panafrican collaboration of thc laity.
- Establish and consolidate the national and regional structurcs
beginning with thc ones alrcady cxisting.
- The necd for a panafrican Sccrctariat of a permancnt naturc
was fclt but the qucstion rocquires some gtudy. ’
- Closc liaison with thc Symposium of Episcopal Confcrences of
Africa and thc Consilium of the Laity, in which the presence of
an African is to be hoped for.
~ Give to the preparatory committee which arrangced the prescnt
meetving a mandate of about a ycar in which to assess the results,
study the possible structurcs of coordination and thercafter sub-
mit to panafrican-malagasy ilcvel concrete propositions of colla-
boration.
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In a lectter of July 17th to Cardinal Villot, Paul VI announ-—
ced the crecation of a now organism cntitled "Pontificium Coun-
cilium COR UNUM de humane ¢t christiana progressionc”, to coor-
dinate and harmonisc all the forces and initiatives in the Church
in favour of solidarity and charity among pcoplcs.

"o Within the Church, therc arc already many organisations which
devote themselves to such onds. They descrve the highest praise
for their timely and provident cndeavours to promote full deve-
lopment of living conditions and to rclicve distress. Obviously
it is fitting that these admirablc undertakings should increa-
singly work in harmony with onc another and thus, by organic
collaboration, succced morc cffecctively in rcaching the goals
assigned to them in the ficlds of charity, aid and promoting thc
developnent of pcoples.

It is alsc nccessary that the activity of thesc organisations
should be wisely and fittingly rcgulated by a mutual harmony of
purpose, 80 That 1t should not be subject to change and impro-
visation Ae¥ lcad to unnccessary waste of encrgy and regsources.'
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To achicve this cnd, it is nccessary to have an organisation
at the highest level, i.c. under the authority oflthomPope) who
has confided the responsibility of 1t to his first collaborater,
the Cardinal Sceretary of State. Cardinal VillotT is thercfore
the President of Cor Unumj the vice-president, Mgr. Torcllas
the scerotary, Father De Ricdmatten; the members: the repro-
sentatives of the Episcopatc, of the different Romen Congrega-
tions, of the catholic organisations for assistance agd charity,
the experts.. The hecadquerters of Cor Unum arc to be in the rooms
formerly occupicd by the Congregation of Ccremonials, on the
first floor of the Vatican palacc. :

The ficld of activity of the ncw Council is vast: urgent
assistance in casc of catastrophc, help for devclopment and for
the promotion of the full stature of man, hclp for all sorts of
distress and poverty... Going on past cxpericnce and without pre-
judice to the charactcr or recsponsibility of cach organisatioun
the Pope has had the ideca of associating all tho membors of God'g
Pcoplc in a common causc for them to work ‘vogether in harmony of
spirit and with grcater cfficicncy in the intcrests of their
brothers in nccd. The charitable organisations arc not the only
onceg concernced but the wholc Church, from the Sovercign Pontiff
down to thc¢ simple faithful. .

The members will be invited by the Holy Father for a first
mecting in Rome in the Autumn., The Council will have, first of
all, to draw up its plan of work and then in the light of the
cxpericnce and suggestions of its members decide upon its o
statutes.

Cardinal Villot, Sccrctary of State addresscd a lctter in the
name of the Holy Father to all the Ordinarics of Africa and
Madagascar, in which hce informed them of the crcation, by the
“Holy Scc, of a Fund, "Pro Africa" destincd to help and cncourage
-all initiatives in favour of human and christian advanccment cs-—
pccially when thesc arc the cxpressicn of a common cndcavour by
the cpiscopate or group of the laity. The annual income of this
Fund will bce sharcd smong the promoters of projeccts which are in
conformity with thc above mentioncd objcctives and are sponsorcd
by the reeponsible cpiscopal authority. Requests for allocations
addressca to the Cerdinel Prcesidont of the Council of Admini-
gtration ¢ gshould be accompanicd with a rceport justifying the
rcquest. In asscssing this latter and deciding upon tThe cventual
a2llocation the Sccerctariat of Statce will take into account the
rccommendations of the cepiscopal authority in gucstion and that
of the Committec, "Human Prcmotion of the Pontifical Commission
"Justice and Pecacc®. -

""Whilce hoping that othcer contributions cither from Episcopal
CGonfcrences, recligious institutions, or charitablce organisations
will comc to swcll this solidarity fund for thce promotion of
African pedples, the Holy Sce is not forgetful of the immensc
cffort of long datc undcertaken by so many men and women of Africa
and clscwhere, glving themsclves and their posscsgsions without
stint for thc human and spirituzsl uplift of this grcat contincnt.
The Holy Scc by its initiative docs no morc than offer a concrete
possibility of rcsponding to the appcal leunched in the cneyeli-
cal "Populorum Progressio" to all who by thcir cducation, their
situation and their capability are cquipped for action.  May
they set a good cexamplce by contributing gencrously as scveral of
our brothcrs in the Episcopacy have alrcady donc..”
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. Thc first International Catcchetical Congrcss opcned on
September 21st in The Pontifical University of the Latran and
gathered together 1300 participants. Cardinal Wright, prcefect
of the Congro gation for thce Clergy opencd the procecdings with
a discoursc in which hc tracced a vast panorama of catechetical
cvolution and also mcntioncd deviations causing grcat anxicty
in thc ccclesial cunmunity. :

The leLONlﬂg arc some prescnt day nccedg underlinced by the
Cardinal: a) a catcchesis aimed at forming an adult faith, not
only in individuals but also in thc variouo groupings of
Christians; b) a catcchcsis that has in vicw the integration
of faith and 1lifc: thce Word of God qﬂnounolug thce catechesis
should bc rcecognisable as a reply to the guestions put by men
of this day and agc; c¢) a cabechesis that ig inserted inbto the
pastoral activity of th¢ Church since all catcchetical activity
_igolatcd from the ceclesial context is doomed to fallure; 4)
an ccumenical catcchesis that would promote a wider comprchen-
gsion of humanity and ciffcctive dialoguc, without rcducing all
to the lowcst common denominator for the s k of peacc, and so
disregarding the claims of truth.

The participants were reccived by the Holj Fathcr in audi-
cncc on Scptecmber 25th. He told them that "the ministry of the
Word is the very centrce of the daily apostolic activity of the
Church and so catcchetical instruction has an influcncc on the
wholc of lifc..." Catcchcsis may not be isolatcd from the life
of praycr nor from thc chrigtian commitment & the problems that
a belicver, desirous of imcrcasing his vndcerstanding of the
faith is 1likcly to mecet, nor from the grecat questions of modcrn
man.. It is thercfore an cver recurring duty for thoe catcchesis
to give car to thosc problcms that come from the hcart of man,
in ordor to find a radical solution in thc gift of love which
creates and saves, as revealed by cventa and by thc words of
God to his pcople...

On the occasion of this Congross ‘the General Dircctory of
Catcchetics was prescentced. This has been published by the
Congrcgation for the Clergy at the request of Vatican II and by
ordcr of Paul VI, in collaboration with the Episcopal Confcrcnces.
"This dircctory" said Cardinel Wright" is mcant to bc inscrted
into the contemporary catcchotical movement gradually and pru-—
dently. We do not ignorc the problcms that arc still to be
rosolved ner thosc resolved in an unsatisfactory way.. It is
prcciscly for that rcason that this congress was called in order
to study the problem of the content and the sources of catccho-
tics... The Dircctory indicates & way.. This way is ccriously
discusso@ in the light of the most rocent hypothescs and the
most daring cxpcriments. But we must rcach o common solution.”

It is proposcd to comc back to this subject in a futurc
cdition of "CSSP. Documcntation".

++++++++++++++++H+++++++++ O U R DEAD +++++++++4++4+4+4+++++++

- Fathcr Paul Boarthelmce of the Province of ﬁrqﬁcp,dlcd 13-~ 71
at Wolxhcim, agcd 72, aftor 49 years of profuession.

~= Fathcr Emilc Van Oostvelt of the Province of Belgium, dicd
25-7-71 at Antwerp, aged 46, aftcr 25 ycars of vrofcession.,

- Fathcr Jcan-Marc &ltly;, o* the Digtrict of Bang ul, dicd
25~7-71 at Boali, agcd 35 after 13 ycars of profcssion.
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- Pather Albert Lanoe, of tho Digtrict of Yaoundé, diod_7—8~71
‘ cars of profcssion.

1 the ; 5 .'Pt"r 24 yea
at Nkilzok, at thc age of 51, alftc yel of T sg1
- PFathcr %Eancis Joscph Hubsch, of the District of Kl}lman—
jaro, dicd at Moshi, 21-8-71, at thce age of 86 after 62 yecars

of profcssion.

- Father Jamcs Bentlce of

a he age of 62 after 41 yea o N

it ;%horg§igtoricn Bicber, of the General Administration, dicd

at Friburg 30-8-71 agcd 56 after 36 yoars of profcssion.

- Tather Leonard Le Jallc of the Provincce of Fr%nco2 dicd at
anconnct 11=9-71 aged 68 aftcr 47 ycars of prefcssion. .

Ed%iihcr Josogh7Klo%zcl of the Province of USA-East, died at

Pittsburgh 11-9-71 aged 60 after 40 ycars of prof¢ss;o§.

- Father Antoinc Soucy, of the Provincc of Canada, dicd at-

8t. Picrreo-ct-Miquélon, 15-9-71 aged 50 after 36 years of

profcssion. . .

— Tather. John Thompson, of thc Province of Ireland, dicd at -

Kimmage, 19-9-71 at thc age of 66 after 4% ycars of profcssion.

- Tather Michacl Frawlcy, of the Province of Ircland, dicd at
Rlantyre (Malawi), 1-10-71, agcd 57 after 37 ycars of profession.
- Father Hermanus Van Barncveld, of the Provincc of Holland,

dicd at TLeiden, 9-10-71 at the age of 51 after 29 ycars of

profcssion.

v of the Provincc of England,‘diod 25-8~71
rs of profcssicn.
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A THCUGHT FOR ROFLEXION

P R e

certain era of the church's missionmary history which began in
the early nineteenth century is now coming to its close. It has
been closely linked with the colonialist expansion of Furope

and the West. Its achievements have been vast. It has greatly,
and significantly, altered the geography of christian witness.
But it is now almost over. Firstly, because the independent
countries of Asia, Africa and even South America are becoming
increasingly reluctant to admit professional missionaries.
Secondly, because missionary vocations have enormously declined
in most countries of Durope and NWorth America. The effect of
this decline i1s already aprarent in mission lands and in the
next few years it will be even more striking. Thirdly, it
would seem that the outstanding intringic need, theological and
psychological, in all these places is now to stand on Their own
feet, to become true loccal churches, self-reliant christian ’
communities. The achievement of this can be enormously impeded
by the continued reception of large-scale foreign helip, either
in personnecl or in money.

The world mission of the church goes ever on, but it takes
different structural forms in different ages. The pattern of
the last hundred years, the pattern for which all tThe modern
migsionary societies were initially founded, is nearly over;
nearly but not guite. Cur theme then 1s - What chould the last
generation be doing in the few years that remain? How can we
ensure that the work of earlier generations of missionaries is
not lost amid the tumultuous changes of our era?? Iiow can we
witness to Chriet, the universal Saviour, through The 1ife of
the church in the last third of the bwentieth century? How can
we prepare the way for a new age of mission? -

(From Adrian Hastings MISSION & MINISTRY p. 4/5)
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