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NEWS FROM ROME

-

~ hcts of the Holy See. AT
— The Holy ¥Father has acceded to the desire expressed by His
Grace Most Rev, Dr. McQUAID, Archbishop of Dublin.(Ireland) to be
relieved of the government of the Archidiocese because of his age.
Dr. McQUAID'sS. successor is the Most Rev. Dermot. RYAN, a .Secular.
priest of the Dublin Archdiocese, (Oss.Rom. 5-I-72.) - .
_Dr McQUAID was born on 29th July;1895 at Cootehill, in the .
diocese ‘of Kilmaore, and was ordained priest on 29th June,1924. .
He was appointéd Archbishop of Dublin on 6th November,1940, -and.
was corisecrateéd Bishop on the following 27th December. . . ... .
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::January 6, 1972, was the 350th anniversary of:'Propaganda Fide!
now also known as the Sacred Congregation for the Bvangelization
of .Peoples. As far back as the end of the 13th century, the Fran-
ciscan Ramon Lull had suggested such a Congregation, and in the
second half of the 16th century there had been attempts to get
- something of the kind organized in the Roman Curis, but it was on
January 6, 1622, that Pope Gregory XV founded the S. Congregation
de Propaganda Fide and gave it its charter, with an initial
membeérship of 13 Cardinals and 2 other prelates. Three years later
Cardinal J.B. VIVES, a Spaniard, gave the Congregation his palazzo
on-the Piazza di Spagna, and this building, enlarged in the-1650's
by BORROMINI, is still its headquarters. I} also functioned .as the
seat of the Urban College for ecclesiastical students from mission
- - lands until 1930, when the Urban College was moved to its present
 location on the Janiculum Hill, overlooking St. Peter's Square.
To mark the 350th anniversary, the Congregation is publishing
a >-volume history of its activities over the years. The first
volume is already on sale, and deals with the history of the Con-
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gregation from 1622 to 1700. The second and third volumes will be
ready later this year and will cover, respectively, the periode
1700-1815 and 1815 to the present. The work is being published by
Herder (Freiburg, Germany) and 40 authors, writing in 6 languages,
are collaborating on it.

The archives of jthe Congregatlon, going-back to the. ygar of its
foundation, contain a precious record of its aot1v1t1es and are
also invaluable for historical and cultural information on mission
lands, containing, as they do, numerous letters and reports from
the early missionaries on conditions' in the different territories.
The new reading-room attached to.the archives makes it easy for
researchers to consult this material. In the library there ‘gre-
also important volumes, many of them printed by the Dropaganda
Polyglot Press. :

The Congregation has under its charge a total of 840 eoclesl—
astical olrcumsorlptlons, containing about 57,000,000 Catholies.
Working in these territories in 1969 were 3%6, 665 prlests, 15 599
Brothers and 83 244 Sisters. :
are the offloes of tnree of the Pontlflcal Missionary Works: the
Work for the Propagation of the Faith, the Work of St. Peter Ap.
for local clergy, and the Missionary Union of the Clergy. FIDES
News Agency is attached to the Work for the Propagation of the
FPaith. The headquarters of the fourth Missionary Work (the Holy
Childhood) is in Paris. Connected with the S.Congregation is the
Pontifical Urban University, with its separate residences for
phllosophy and theology students, as well as St Peter's College
which 18 & residence for priests from mission countrles. Lagt=. "~
year the University had a teaching staff of 81, and was gttendéd’
by 658 students from 54 different countries. Many of the 145
priests from mission territories at St.Peter's College also at-
tend the Urban University. Fifteen seminaries in the missions
are now afflllated to this Unlvers1ty. ‘
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Apart form its group of regular Consultors “and its Commission
on Bpiscopal -Synods and Conferences, and on 'the Gonstitutions
and Norms of Religicus Institutes and Semlnarles - the 8. Congre-
gation for the Evangellzatlon of Peoples is‘at present organig-
ing-d “special group of Consultors to form a 'Pastoral Commission
on- Missionary Activity and Cooperation'. The Commissiorn will be
in accordance with the Vatican Council®'s Decree 'Ad Gentes"
which recommended that Propaganda Fide "should have. avallable
a permanent group of expert.comsultors,.cf proven knowledge and
rexperience. Their duty it will. be, among other things, to gather
pertinent iriformation about local conditions in various regionms,-
the outlook of wvarious groups of men, and the means of -evange-
lization to .be used.."(FIDhS)
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"Fr. Albert PERBAL,OMI. a well-known mlsslologlst ‘died in Rome
at the age of 87 on December 27, 1971. He was born near Nancy
(France) and was ordained prlest dt Liége (Belglum) in 1907. In
1919 he ‘came to Rome as secretary to the Superior . General of the
Oblates, a fuhction that brought him to most parts of the mis-~
sionary world. Rome, however, remalned his base of operatlons
for the rést of his life. In 1924 he became’ superlor of .the
Oblates'internationsal soholastlcate in Rome, and' in 11910 Oblate
secretary for the missions. From 1922 t0.1954 he was .professor of
missiology ‘at the Urban University of Propaganda Fide, and many
of h1s students there later became blshops in their. own lands.
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He was also during that time a Consultor of the S.Congregation de
Propaganda Fide. During his 52 years in Rome, Fr. PERBAL was a.
member of numerous committees and organizations dealing with the
missions, and wrote several works on missiology. In the thirties.
he was also a regular guest professor at the Cathollc Instltutewu
in Paris. .

- NEWS - FROM THE PROVINCLS AND DISTRICTS

o - o T o pa R o s e - —— - -

ROME. . Meetlng of SuQerlors General

From the 15th to the 18th December,1971 over 50 Superiors. Gene-
ral met at Villa Cavalletti outside Rome. The meeting was held
under the auspices .of the Union of Superiors General (USG) which
groups 220 Superiors General of Orders and Congregations of pont-
ifical right who, in their turn, represent about 320, OOO religious
scattered all over the world. Some of the segsions were attended
bys: Most Rev. A.MAYER,OSB. Secretary of the S.Congr. of’ Rellglous,
the Pre51dent the Vlce—Pre81dent and the General Secretary of
the UISG (representlng the Sisters); representatives of various.
national Conferences of Major Superlors experts,,translators, etc.
Reév.Father G.LALANDE,CSC. was in charge of the organlsatlon, and
the Chairman was Father W.GOOBENS,CICM, -

The purpose of the meeting was to study the two documents which
were published after the October Synod, with a view to maklng use
of them for the development and renewal of the religious 1nst1—}
tutes, so as to improve their erflclency and their spirit of col-
laboration. The religious of the world are 51ncerely dlsposed to.
put into practice the teaching of the Synod, as well as that of
the Pope's recent message for World Peace Day. They wish to bring
to men the message of peace, to promote the spirit of fraternity,
to found works which will be the expression of a candld de51re"
for peace and Justlce

In this context, a paper on the doctrinal aspects of the synod-
al document on thée Minigterial Priesthood was presented by Father
LECUYER, Superlor ‘General (€SSp. who was a member of the oommlttee
‘which drew up the text.

The following message was sent by HlS Hollness the Pope to the
assembled Superiors General: "The Holy Father, having been in~-
formed of your meeting and the subgect of your discussions, sends
you His greetings. His Holiness is very conscious of the good
work done by the religious families especially during sad and:
troubled times in the history of the Church, to defend the inte-
grity of the faith, to sustain and promote the fidelity of the .
christian people to the profession and practice of their religion,
to help and sustain the clergy, by.prayer, by exemple, by sharing
their work, by teaching, by works for the education of the clergy,
by splrltual direction. The Hol.y- Pather is firmly convinced that
religious are anxious to continue to render this precious service
to the Church, and He is sure that the Superiors General will do
21l in their power to realise this, conscious.of their responsab-

ilities and strengthened by the confidence and bles51ng of the
Vicar of Christ.

.—....—__.___.._..—....._—.._.-—4._—._.___.__.__—_._

The November issue of the Supplement de la V1e Splrltuelle
(Ed. du Cerft, Parls) is largely taken up with the .two series of
meetings whlch the USG held at Villa Cavalletti in 1970. These
had respectlvely for theme? 'The Central Government in its deallng
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with the new type of religious' and 'New forms of participation-

structures in religious .institutes'. The principal interventions

made in the course of these meetings are here reproduced on the

responsability of the authors concerned: ,

- an article of 8 pages which gives an account of the proccedings;

- a conference by Fr. DE COUESNONGIE,OP, on 'A new type of re-
ligious'; :

- a conference by Fr. CARRIER,SJ. on the attitudes of a Superior
General towards this new type of religious;

- a report on the inquiry made by the Superiors General on 'Part-
icipation-structures in religioud institutes today';

- a conference by Fr. BEYER,SJ. on 'Structures of government and
the need for participation.

GERMANY. Extraordinary Provineial Chapter

- An Extraordinary Provincial Chapter, which had been decided on
at the Provincial Chapter of 1970-1971, was held at Knechisteden
from the 27th to the 31st December 1971. The General Counecil was
represented there by Fr. STOCKER. In accordance with the mandate
it had received from the provincial chapter, the provineial admi-~
- nistration had, with the aid of an expert, made detailed analyses
of the situation of the Province in regard to personnel and fi-
nance. Concrete projects, based on these reports, had been work-
ed out with a view to re-assessing and re-organising the exist-
ing works of the Province, at the.same time opening up new fields
of apostolate for the members., The ultimate object of the work of
the Spiritans in the German Province is to be, as the Chapter
once more affirmed, the 'mission for the mission' i.e. to spread
information about the situation in the Third World, to encourage
people in Germany itself to dedicate themselves %o the service
of the under<privileged, and to help in providing the structures
necessary for these people to operate efficiently.

On the first two days, the analyses and short-term projects
(up till 1973) were presented, and on the third day were discuss-
ed. Then on the fourth day, the long-term projects and future
trends were presented and discussed. Finally, the last day was
reserved for the decisions to be made about the projects present-
ed by the Provincial Administration. All the proposed projects
were accepted by a. large majority., o

FRANCE. What_1s_happening at "Spiritus? ?

. The following extract is taken from a recent circular sent out
by the editorial team of Spiritus: Fathers AGENEAU and PRYEN, and
their collaborators:

".. Some of you occasionally ask what we are doing at Spiritus.
We publish a review which is meant for missionaries. Our purpose
1s research and the development of the missionary spirit; devel-
opment also and renewal of the spiritual life of those who have
accepted to live in exile in order to proclaim the. salvation and
liberation of man to the Third World which is now evolving rapid-
ly. To do this we contact large numbers of people by correspond-
ence and by means of surveys; others we meet during their holi-
days in France or in the course of our visits, to Africa for
examplg. The review Spiritus is published under the auspices of

9 missionary societies: it is a positive example of collaboration.
Th}s year, we are happy to report further progress. We published
4 issues of 112 pages each, with the following titles: The Trials
of Transition - The Mission today? - Questions about comnmunity -
The.Eruption of God. We reach about 12,000 readers, and we are
anxious to contact more and more those lay people who, whether in



-5 -

France or the Third World, wish to glve a dlmen31qn of wniversal~
ity to their lives by thelr contact with Christ, and the preach-
ing of his message. o

There is another aspect of our life and work: our participation
in the groups for research and action regarding the Third World.
These are groups of from 25 tc 40 people (mostly young adults)
who meet regularly for about four week-ends a year. These week- -
ends are devoted to information, to reflexion and to forming one's
conscience on a particular~8ubject_e;g.‘the petroleumﬂaffair, the
monetary crisis, migrants, etc. We think this is one '‘of the best
ways to up-date ourselves, and to develop a new outlook with a
view to the proper action..." :

AUTEUIL. o . New Yesr Honours

In the New Year list of those awarded the *Légion d'Honneur®.
we note the name of Fr. Emmsnuel JEZO, with the rank of Knight.
Fr. JEZO is Director of the orphanage of Saint-Michel- en—Prlzlac,
one of the houses of the Work of Auteuil. Congratu ations! v

CHANA. Sﬁaeatee_ﬁeezeeaeselea_GEace-

The eight members of the first CSSp. Ghana mission have arriv-
ed safely and settled in. All were.well pleased with first im-
pressions., Immediately after arrival, they began a language course.
Among the -Ashanti the commonest language is known as twi., It is.
not an:easy language! liost of the confreres have been placed in
parishes in or around the town of Kumassi, but many of these pa-
rishes are very extensive. Fr. Savino AGNOLI, an Irish Father of
Italian origin, has been offered a post as lecturer in Music at
the Specialised Teaching College, and also at the University of
Cape €oast. Fr. J.WHITE is to be curate of the Cathedral parish.-
Other Irish confreres are to join the group before Easter. |
(Postal address: c/o BlShOp S House, P.0.Box 99, Kumasi, Ghana )

NIGERIA., Rectification.

In our edition oX November 1971, we published the following
statement: "The Ibos are reluctant to return to Kwara State and
the Benue Plateau, and it is a fact that they are not welcome
there." Fr. Desmond BYRNE writes to us from Oturkpo that the in-
formation given to Fr, STOCKER on this p01nt is inexact, at least
for the. Benue Plateau State. "The Ibos are back all over the
State as cooks, traders, masons, carpenters, teachers, adminis-
trators, engineers etc. There are 20 Ibos in Senior posts in the
Minlstry of Works in Jos at the moment, apart from those who are
in different senior posts all over the Staté. The Senior Education
Officer here in Oturkpo is an Ibo. There are five graduate Ibos on
the staff of St.Gabriel's Secondary School SMakurdi, and about® the
same number in Mt.St.Michael's, Aliade. The Postmaster here in
Oturkpo is an Ibo. Mr., Ukpabi Asika, the Administrator of the East
Central State, has just concluded a very.successful visit to this
State. The Ibos are welcome, and they are here., working in all
the Northern States. Recently, the North Eastern State Governom
publicly thanked the East Central State for being the only one
that heeded his appeal for teachers anc technicians.

CONGO. News of the District

Firstly, some statistics concerning the District: P

In general: - Area: 1%4,000 sq.mls. - Population: 1,000, OOO (8 to
the sq. mlle) Four large rac1ﬁl groups° Rongo (65 %) leoue, Bou-
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bangui, Gabonais. - School ratio: 98 %: 250,000 children attend
schocel.

Economy: In 1968 the gross product- per oaplta was estimated at
250 U.S.A. dollars. -

‘Religious situation: 1 archidiocese (Brazzav1lle) and’ 2 dioceses
(Pointe-Noire et Fort-Rousset). 2 Congolese BlShOpS and: 1 Europ—
ean (ligr J.B. FAURET CSSp. Pointe-Noire.

Estimate: 60 % ohrlstlan (40 % catholic -~ 20 % protestant )

Populatlon " Brazgzaville 320,000 inhab. - 180 000 CothOllCS

of 4 Fort-Rousset 230,000 -~ 70,000 ~
dlooeses . P01nte—N01re 450,000 = - L - 150 000 . -

Personnel 160 prlests of whom llO CSSp.

Brazzaville: 40 CSSp. (3 Bros), 16 seculars, - 19 Fidei Donum &
other Religious, 135 Sisters, - 680 catechists.

Fort-Rousset: 22 CSSp. (4 Bros) - 9 seculars, - 2 Fidei Donum &
other, - 24 Sisters, - lSO‘oateohists :

Pointeﬁﬁoire 44 CSSp. % Bros) - 5 seculars, - 7 Floel Donum &
e other - 50 Slsters - 550 catschists. .

In preparation for the Ootober:Synod7 2 survey was made among
the priests of the three dioceses. The following were the replies
to the question: Do you think that the announcement of the Gospel
as 1t.is. being done, is sufficient to promote and sustain the
faith of the oongolese today°

2 replied: Yes. : C I
%5 replwod No, for the follow1ng reasons

15% the announcement of the Gospel has not penrtrated the life of
the magorlty of the faithful. Often, it has. done no more
than bring in certain religious plaot1Ces w1thout penetratlon
in depth ' : : =

l6s'the announoement of the Gospol does not arm the falthful a=-
gainst.i.the insidious.propaganda of Marxism. ‘

10: the announcement of the Gospel- does not respond to cexriain

-~ religious aspirations: this iz~ the reason for the relatively
large success of different sects and other- lellglous move—
ments. : : : R : S

83 r671glous 1nstruotlon nas heen too aostraot

5: too often in the past the. announoement of the GOSpcl s1mply
meant memorising formulae.- .

: the announcement is insufficient beoause of the lack of Con-
golese priests.

4: catechetics is often based on a rether naive interpretation
of the Bible, which is unacceptable to the scientific out-
look of many young people.

2: the Brazzaville catechism is completely unsastltaotory

8: the priests, by their way of life, are out of touoh with the
questions which preoccupy the falthful ’

ouggestions:

15 insist on the setting up of real communities of christian
life,,

8 ask that more initiative be given to the iaity, so that their
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fai<th may be better integrated into thelr :

8_1t%1nb,+” :t the Church of the Congo should olearly show itself
©in Tavour Oi{uOClSllfme so0 that the laity may know that in
worxing to build uvp their country, they are acting as christ-

8 ask tha bl“lloql courses be insti tutod for seoond 2Ty school
: utuuenﬁs and the laity in general ’ ‘ .

a8l that évery effort be made, with the help of‘all, to ela-
borate an over-zll pestoral plan,'in order to counteract a-
heistic propaganda and the 1loss of & religious attitude.

N

5 ask for a deepening of the faith in the:oontext of Congolese
culture. . . . L e i . )

- Mahy of these remarks and suggcstlons are ap lloaole else-
where as well as Tor the Congo...

ANGOLA. Ffr. C. Es term>“n, profesgor of Etnnology

__,____,_,______,____,_,,_____,_,______________,_____._._____.________,____‘__
o o

On the invitation of he Director of the Arts Pcpartment of
" the UhlV@fSlty College of Tuanda situated at S& de Bandeira, Fr.
Charles TSlERMAVN Co8p., the well-known veteran othnologlct is
giving a course in Ethnology which will form part of the program-
me for the baccalasureat in Geography. - Fr. LSTERMANN s  first
lecture dealt with the coming of the Boers to the plateau of
Huila. These brought with them zulu and Hottentod S servants, who
when their masters withdrew to South-West Afrloa,'romaiaed,in the
region of Huila, thus establishing there a small ethnic and lin-
guistic minority called the "ovi-womu'. ’ .

ETHIOPTA | New CS5Sp. Missions.

It is hoped that, in the course of 1972, two new missions will
be founded in Ethlopla, one by the Irish confreres, the other by
a team drawn from the American and Dutch- Provinces., The two areas
in .question are situated in the South of BEthiopia, where Father’
HILIMAN, of the District of Kilimanjaro, carried out a survey in
1969, and where Frs. Noel DELANEY and Thomas FARRELLY, of Kenya,
later made a further study of the situation. The Irish will go to
Gemu Gofa, and the other team to Gambela. B

Gemu .Gofa is in the Vicariate Apostolic of Gimma, one of the 8
oothollo jurisdiction of the country. It comprises 4 Governates:
Wollege, Kaffa, Illubabor and Gemu Gofa, as well as the province
of Jibat uMetch in the Governate. of Shea. The vicariate has g po-
pulation of 4,206,000 inhabitants, of whom 5,600 are catholics.
There are 18 missions admlnlstered by 25 Vincentian priests of
the. Province of Holland, aided by 5 Ethiopian priests snd 20 Sis-
ters. This personnel ig occupied almost exclusively in Coptic- *
Chrlqtlan areas, and S0, their activity is mostly devoted Ho de-~

lopemenr work, since it is not feasible to work for “conversiocns,

Fr. John GANNON, provincial councillor for the missions,. was
delegated by the Drov1nowal Council to visit Ethiopia *or the pur-
pose oFf moklng the neoesoary'arfongemeﬂts with the various author-
ities concerning the arrival of the Irish contingent. He pointed
out that the Irish Province had no intention of accepting an. .ec-
‘clesiastical jal5QoiLtﬁon, ror of undertaking mlnlC*rJ in the .
Coptic arcas, but intended to go to the pagsns of the region of.
Gemu Gofa, where up till now there have been no catholic mission-
aries.: _ ’ ' . o '

Br, CANNON was very favourably received by the civil author-
ities, end had rno difficulty in getting visas for the Irish con-.
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freres zs missionaries, which is quite unusual. In the adminis-
trative centre of Arba Minch, Fr. GANNON, who was accompanied by
Fr. Tony BYRNE and the procurator of the Vicariate, had a meeting
with the ‘Governor and all the-heads of Departments, who put before
him-the needs of Gemu Gofa in ' the fields of education, azgricul-
ture, public health and community development. The Governor pro-
mised a plot of land for a mission at Arba Minch; in return, Fr.
GANNON has promised to fill some of the vacancies in the educat—
ion programme znd Fr, BYRNE will recommend projects in health,
agriculture and community development to fundinﬂ agencies in
Burope.

The climate is hard ranging in places from btlistering heat to
near zero at night. Travel is by mule mostly and the going is
tedious; there are no roads. The country is very mountainous and
thickly forested. The boundary river Omo is sclid with crocodiles.
The official language is Amharic, but every tribe has its own
language for which there are no books and which can be learned
only by living with the people.

Gambela, where the Americans. and the Dutch intend to work, is
situated in the Governate of Illubgebor, which likewise has never
seen catholic missionaries. The first steps towards the establish-
ment of this mission will be taken soon by Fr. Edward XKELLY, of
thé District of Kilimanjaro. He will be accompanied by Fathers
Everhardus NASS and William JACKSON, both also of Kilimangaro.
Frs. KBLLY and JACKSON come from the Bastern American Province,
and Fr. NASS from the Dutch Province.

The new vénture in Ethiopia will not lack difficulties, espe-
01ally financial ones. Everything has yet to be done, and the
local population will be unable to contribute. Still, it is a
missionary®s dream where there are 750,000 pagans. "HOW‘are they
to believe in Him, until they listem to him? And how can they
listen, without a preacher to listen to?"(Rom.10:14). The answer
is up to the Spiritans..

MADAGASCAR. ‘ The Village as School.

"..The region of Madagascar where we work is the sub-prefecture
of Port-Bergé in the East of Majunga. It has an area of about
2,700 sag. miles with a population of only 67,000, most of whom
are pagans. _

Up till last year, there were only 2 priests to minister to
this wast territory; now, there are 3 of us. With a view to cater-
ing at the same time for both the evangelisation and the human
development, we adopted the following plan. We built a small
village consisting of 10 houses in addition to that of the ins-
truotor, and another for the Father and Brother, 2 classrooms,

a sewing-raom, a chapel and the out-buildings of a little farm.
We- select 10 poor families from the bush and bring them to live
in this village for two years, while we give them a religious and
technical training. Each morning, everybody goes to class, men,
~women and children. About 80 % of the people are illiterate. They
are taught to read, write, etc. Religious instruction is given by
the Pather. The afternoon is reserved for the technical appren-

~ ticeship. A C3S8p. Brother teaches men agriculture, stock-breed-
~ing, carpentry.. The women are trained in sewing and cookery,
where they have very much to learn. A lady lcy—miSSionary, who'
works without salary at the hospital of Port-Bergé, comes on Wed-
nesday afternoons to teach the women elementary hygiene and
child-care.

After two years these families return to their villages,
bringing with them the following articles which are supplied free
since the people could never acquire them themselves: a plough,
a- harrow, a sewing-machine, carpenter's tools,



The first group finished on Januvary 15th 1971. The families
returned home’ and -dre doing well. They had come to the village-
school because they wished-to become christians and set up pilot-
families; for this, they had been preparing themselves for over
a year. The parents received the sacrament of marriage, and then
with their older children made their first communion. Afterwards
all took vart in a family meal. It was a day of great happiness
for the-whole village, - and not least for the heart of the poor
missionary himself! (Fr, Léon PETER CSSp. in. "Christ to the World"
1971, n° 6, p.517.) ' :

MAURITIUS - The Spiritans withdraw from Rodrigues.

. 'On the %,000 mile sea-route between Mauritius and the western .
coast, of Avstralia, the only land visible is the island of Rodri~
gues. Though separated from its sister-islands Mauritius and Ta
Réuriion, it is the smallest of the group which makes up the archi-
pelago of the Mascareignes. It has an area of 40 squerre miles and
is densely populated, having 26,000 inhabitants, of whom 97 % are
catholic, the other 3 % being composed of anglicans, musilims or
those belonging. to no denomination. The whole island is covered =
with churches, calvaries, shrines, and in 1954 a large statue of
Our Lady, Queen. of Rodrigues, was erected facing the sea, above
Port-iathurin the capital. The island is mountainous and is one
of the few places which is not accessible by aeroplane. _

The first spiritan missionaries established themselves in Ro--
drigues in 1850. Its first pastor was Fr. Frangois THEVAUX, one
of those who-returned from the unfortunate venture in Australia.
Sinece then, many. of our confreres have served the people of this
island, often remsining for long periods. Now, the Spiritans
hand over to the Mauritius clergy. R -

In a radio message to Rodrigues on January 1st, Mgr MARGEOT
announced the departure of the Spiritans, and paid tribute to
their apostolate on the island. '"The Holy Ghost Fathers, he said,
have been in Rodrigués since the mission began; they are its
Tounders, and it is to their work and their. tireless devotedness
that we owe; under God, the profound faith and the vigorous piety
which characterises you." After a word of special praise for Fr.
Ronald GANDY who has worked for 30 years there, the Bishop con- -
tinueds: "To him (Fr. GANDY), and to all the members of the Holy -
Ghost Congregation, to Fr. DITNER (District Superior) and to the
Superior General, I wish to express the profound gratitude of the
diocese of Port-Louls and of Rodrigues.." : S
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GERMANY. - A new missionary movement

PRIM (Priests help priests) is a new missionary movement among
the secular priests in Germany which was founded on the initiative
of a country parish priest of the diocese of Aix-la-Chapelle. The
basic idea is that the secular priests of Germany should not be
content merely to_acknowledge.in.théory that the African and Asian
secular priests are their confreres.. They should put this frater-
nity into practice by giving regularly part of their salary or
pﬁher income for the support of their African and Asian colleagues
not as an alms, but as a sign of their shared responsibilities.
Nor should this partnership be a one-sided affair. The movement -
PRIM will also study new theological ideas; new initiatives in
the pastoral, liturgical and social fields, emanating from the
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young African and Asian Churches, with a view to enriching the
German priests themselves. So far, the prospects for this move-
ment are very positive arid very promising. €Nachrichten aus
Provinz und lission, 5/1971.)

SENEGAL. - Towards a rural Press

The provision of a Press service for the country districts of
French-speaking Africa was the theme for a study mission which
begen its work at Dakar on January 10th and will end on February
15th 1972, :

This meeting - the second of its kind - is organised by UNESCO
in collaboration with the Study Center for Information Sciences
and Techniques (CESTI), and the University of Dakar, as well as
those responsible for the litteracy campaign and the development
of rursl areas, Particular attention will be given to the inter-
ests of the peasant people, specialised technicques for those who
have just learned to read, the advantages of a small magazine
with illustrations, the possibility of transcribing and using
African languages, as well as to the possibility of organising
collaboration with the cooperatives, the schools, the village
councils, religious groups and other organisations.

CONGO. Ordination of the first Congolese Benedictine

On 7th July 1971, Brother Denys KOX0LO, & Bembian from the
district, was ordained to the priesthood by Most Rev. J.,B.FAURET,
C55p. Bishop of Pointe-Noire. He 1s the first religious of the
monastery Ste.Marie de la Bouenza to become a priest. Among those
present at the ceremony were: Dom R.WEAKLAND, Abbot-Primate of
the Confederated Benedictines, the monks of the Bouenza, a large
delegation of the priests and religious of the diocese, and a
numerous congregation of christians who were overjoyed by the
ceremony. The Government was represented by the Commissaire of
the Bouenza District, and the chiefs from the districts of Mou-
yondzi and Madingou. There were over 300 guests st the meal which
followed the ceremony, provided by the monks and the Sisters.

- On December 12th, there was g festivity at the mission of
Mouyondzi to celebrate the 40 years spent by Brother Veronus
MOLILEMANS in the Congo. He has spent all his life in the stations
of the District, and to him is due practically all the material
progress that has been made.

ANGOLA. The First Mass _in Portuguese Congo.

v o S o an = — e ——— - —— o —

The newspaper O Apostolado, on the occasion of its %6th anni-
versary, published a special illustrated number containing 78
pages, on 20th November,1971. It prints the full text of Pope
PAUL VI's Instruction on Social Communications. There is much use-—
ful informstion about the different dioceses of Angols and recent
developments in the Church in this country, besides numerous in-
teresting articles, one of which particularly caught our attention.
This is a study by Fr. Antonio BRASIO entitled "The First Mass in
Angola." On April 5th,1971, a special ceremony took place at the
mission of Pinda, including a concelebrated mass by the Archbishop
of Luanda and the Bishop of Carmona-S.Salvador, to commemorate the
Mass that was said at the mouth of the Zaire by the religious who
~formed part of the exploratory team sent out in 1490 by King

John II of Portugal. Fr. BRASIO, who is a specialist in the hist-
ory of the old Fortuguese missions, corgiders that the first Mass
said in these parts was probably earlier. He puts. the date as the
feast of 5t.George on April 25th, 1482, during the first voyage
of the 'discoverer' Diogo Cam. S '
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"The "First Mass" which wss -commenorated last April was that
celebrated solemny on Easter Sunday, April 3rd ,1491, on the occa=-
sion of the baptism of the King of Scnho. Actually, this king was
not the first Congolese to be baptised, since the ambassadors who
accompanied Diego Cam back to Portugal from his second voyage had
also received this sacrament - but in Portugal. It remains true
that the ”Manlsonho” was the first to be received into the Church
in Angola 1tself This was an event which surely deserved to be
recalled

BEAST AFRICA.  AFER Bditorial Office moves to Gaba.

——— . — - — o . - —— = —— e - — — o —

The Blshops of Bastern Africa have decided to move the editor-
ial office of AFER (the African Ecclesiastical Review) from Masa-
ka, Uganda, to the Gaba Pastoral Institute near Kampala. The new
address for the edltor is: Rev. Fr. J.GBERDES,WF. P.O.Box»6l50,
Kampala, Ugunda.

AFER is = theologlc 21 review appearlné four times a year
(about 100 pages each issue). It is of interest to all those
working “for the Church in Africa, with its articles on such sup-
jects as the Africsnisation of theology and liturgy. The fact
that the Editor's offlce will now be at the Gaba Pastoral Ins- "
titute, should prove beneficial both to the magazine and to the
Institue, which is one of the most developed Pastoral Instltutes
in Africa.(FIDES). )

CHRISmIAWS AND MUSLIMS

The follow1ng pzssage, well-intentioned but not equally ap-
plicable to all the countries of Africa, is taken from the-
review Jeune Afrigue (N° 573, 1-I- 1972), which has a size-
able proportion of Muslims in its editorial board. "

The hostility between muslims and christisns is now an ana-
chronism; since both sides have decided to gzt to know each other
better. The desire of the Catholic  Church to be.open to the out-
side world is ddubtless at the origin of this new attitude. In
spite of the confrontstions throughout the course of history, of
'whlch the most noteworthy are the Crusades and the struggle of -
the colonised peoples for their liberation, 1t now appears that-
dlaloguc has bcen established and is alrcady ochlev1ng a certaln
’ SU.CCGSS -

The political Situation in the WMiddle East since the Six Days'
War has contributed largely to consoclidating the understanding
between the two communities. Both christians and muslims are con-
cerned about the future of the Holy City Jerusalem, and would
wish 1t to have the status of an International City.(1l) Recently
the Vatican has launched a press campalgn against the "Jewisation"
of the city, and has had talks on this subject with Mr. MASMOUDI
Tunisian Minister for External Affairs. '
(1) - Concerning uerusaleﬂ Pope PAUL VI, replylng to the greet-
ings of the Sacred College on the 23rd of Decembeér last, declar-
ed: "It is not .our intention today to add anything to what We
have already said in the past. We insist on the need for a special
statute, guaranted at the international level, which takes account
of the very special and pluralist character oF the Holy City, as
well as of the rights of the different communitie$ which have es-
teblished themselves there, looking on it as their spirituval home
and the meeting place of all. J"{Blitor's note.)
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In North Africa as elsewhere, religious values face a serious
challenge from economis pressures, the influence . of foreign ideo-
'logles, the legltlmate concern for efflclency and improvement,
man's faith in himself., At the same time, these same: factors can
serve -to deepen the faith of the believer.

Islam today is asking questions, and it has w1th1n 1tse1f an
enormous potential. for adaptation. Already the Muslims. of the
Maghreb have posed - and perhaps solved - the problem of the con-
frontation of their religious heritage with the realities of the
XXth century. A similar enquiry is taking place in other muslim
countries, notably in Libya, Egypt, Pakistan.. If one believes -
and hopeg- as the Council invites us to do.~ that there can be
frank dialogue =znd comuon action on the part of muslims and
christians, believers and unbelievers, surely it is. important
to follow with attention the actual evolution of Islam in: North
Africa and in the whole world.

According to a survey held among young Tunisians: concernlng
thelr opinion about the christian religion, it would: appear that
2/3 of the young girls contacted consider that "the faith of
good christians has as much value as the. faith of good muslims."
But over half are not convinced the possibility of a religious
"rapprochement". Generally speaking, they practically exclude -
the possibility of conversion. Finally, for reasons that are
soclal rather than rellglous the majority would refuse to marry
a christiesn.. ‘ o o R

The catholic Church will, in the years to come, make every
effort to make further progress in the dialogue which has now
begun. As a Catholic priest remarked: "In spite of multiple dif-
ferences, we have a common interest: to preserve the faith in
‘a world that is becoming more and more materialist and inhuman."
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NECROLOGY

- Prother MARIE-TLAMBERTUS SCHLUIER, of the Province: of Germany, -
died at Buechen on December 17th 1971 agea 86 years.AHe had been
professed for 57 years. :

~ Father ‘Jean BROMEECK, of the Dlstrlct of Congo, dled at P01nta-
Noire on December 19th 1671, aged 60 years. He had been profess-
-ed for 41 years. _ T L .
= Father Michael BRANVIGAN of the Bastern Province of the United
btates, died at Detroit on December 24th, 1971, aged 76 years.

.He had been professed for 58 years.

- Father Joseph BLIND, of the District of Madagasccr, dled on
_December 27th, 1971, aged 57 ycars. He had been professed for

38 years )

~ Father Bernard GOLLENTZ , of the Province of France, died at

. Neufgrange, on December %0th, 1971, aged 63 years. He had been
‘professed for 41 years. v ‘ :

‘- Father Charles WALTHER, of the Province of France, died at-
Paris, on January 3rd, 1972 aged 84 years. He had been profess-
ed for 62 years,

- We have just been informed of the death of Father Phlllpp
WINTERIE, of the District of Bethlehem, who died at Reetz, on
CJduly IOtb 1970, aged 75 years. He had been professed for

50 years. S
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