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. NEWS . FROM ROME 
Appointments 

. . . . , . . 

The Hoiy Father has raised to the episdopat~ the Rev. Mons. 
Rene. JoEi.eph_ Rakotondrabe·, o.f .the Malagasy clergy, a:t present 
Vicar G_eheral of .the arc·h-:-di.ocese of Diego.,..Suarez, assignir:1 . .g him 
to the titular See of Umbriatico, and appointing him at the same 
time Auxiliary to· His- Exce'llency "Most Rev. Michel Henri Canonne, 
Bishop of Tulear (Madagascar). (Oss.Rom. 3O-IV-72). . . 

Diplorp.atic ~~J0:t_;J_QI}p of. t,h(? _Holy Se;;$· .. , _. 
with the African States -==--===-==-=--==----------------==-

On the occasion of th~ recent insti~ution of diplo~itic 
relations between the Holy See and the Democratic and . Popular 
Algerian Republic (6-3-72), an article was published by Cardinal 
DUVAL, from which we take the follow~ng extract: 

.· After underlining the right of active and passive legation 
which the Holy See is commdniy recognised as having, being ·a · 

·consequence of the fact that it has . full international juridi6al 
status and· explaining the roles of· the Pope's representatives, 
- _using for illustration hs example of Apostolic Nuncio the_case 
of Monsigno:r RONCALLI 1 the cardinal outlines brief;J-y the his.t ,ory 
of such diplomatic relations and lists the African states whiph: 
today have diplomatic relations with · the · Holy See. These . a·re: · 

Algeria~ Burundi, the Cameroons, Central African Republic, 
Dahomey, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania, 
Uganda, U .A .R., Zaire, Zambia and, . since last March, Tunisia. · 

,To these are added the list of Apostolic Delegations, as follows: 
North Africa (Tunisia, Morocco, Libya); Central West Africa 

(Nigeria, Ghana); West Africa (Upper Volta, Guinea, Mali); Central 
Africa (Chad and Congo-Brazzaville); Red Sea· Region (Sudan, ·Rep-
ublic _of Somalia, Territory of the Afars and Issas); South Africa. 

The . Cardinal continued: 11 As regards Africa especially•, a 
large number of documents have stated the main lines· of the 11 Policy 11 

of the Holy .See: they are the documents of the Council, Pope 
Paul VI's Message to Africa, (29th October, 1967), his address to 
the Parliament of Kampala (1 Augu~t 1969) and his numerous alloc-
utions to the African members of the diplomatic Corps. . 

"The Pope has :repeatedly testified to his ~espect for the . 
traditi6nal values of Africa~ · spiritual visioh- of life, seh~e df 
God's presence, sense of human dignity, attachment to the family 
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and to paternal autbority, esteem for community life - all these 
riches of ancient tradition not being in any way inconsistent with 
an opening to the progress of science and of modern technique. 
This respect does not derive from a superficial sympathy, but from 
a conviction based on faith, which teaches that the manifestations 
of the Spirit of God fills the lives of all peoples. It follows 
that the African continent has a message to give to the world of 
today; this message might be a providential factor of equilib-
rium for mankind in the dangerous crises it is going through at 
present and which is threatening its very existence~ 

''~he Catholic ·Church·has incessantly irtvited :~he - peoples of 
Africa to construct their futurG on tbe unity of their own count-
ries and on the strengtherlin.g of the bonds · that will create a ·· 
fruitful solidarity among the different African countries •.• " 
"This concern with unity must not be a withdrawal into oneself. 

,Africa must put .:it$ genius .and itE1 spiritual riches at the.service 
of the whole of mankind. You, Africans, have a deep community 
sense. But this sense can no longer be limited to a spedific 
community; it .m~Elt .be widQned .to include the civil and even 
international community. Your experience will tell you that inde-
p~ndence doris ~6t ·entail either opp6sition or isolation between 
African and non-African peoples. What is more, the new African 
States will be able to be really independent to the extent to 
which they can freely collaborate with other states and wi·tli tlie 
-world family, organised internationally •.• 11 

· 

!!Independence means responsibitity. Responsibility within 
the community ·of peoples means opening to a universal service 
for freedom, · justice and peace.·", ( Oss. Rom. 12. V. 72) . 

------ ------------~-

Secretariat for Non-Christians establishes new section 
The Roman Secretariat for Non-Christians, having established 

a new section to be called "Traditional Religions", has written 
to us as follows: 

"Within the framework of dialogue which the Secretariat has 
opened to all non~christian religions, the tra ditional religions 
of Africa, the South Sea Islands, and Latin America h ave their 
contribution to make. They, too, form part of tho legacy of 
human.ity and can contribute towards the development of man, unity 
between all men and, eventually, total unity with Christ ..... " 

11 Wha -t form can this dj_alogµe take ? Wha t would b e its signif-
icance? What means will be necessary to bring about a true an.cl 
historical understanding on both sides? 

"What are the most typical aspects of the traditional relig-
ions with which you are in contact? What particnlar points are 
most.charabteristic and most obvious in the life of those popul-
ations today and in political, social and cultura l communities? 

.What values have traditional religions to contribute to christian 
life? What will the .non-christians be prepared to give up and 
what will they insist on retaining? What are the reactions of 
these religions to chiistianity and modern civilisation? 

"What should be the basic premise on which to build. up a 
dialogue with traditional religions? What topics constitute a 
beneficial dialogue? On what problems can this dialogue be 
based? What social ~ectors are the mo~t sensitive to dialogue 
with the Church? What initiatives have already been taken? 
What remains to be done? 

"How cc;1n one go about resolving the dif;ficultios which tho 
Church and the missionaries encounter today in their meeting with 
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traditional religions? What, in fact, is expected from the 
Secretariat for Non-Christians in this field? 

"These are some of the questions which you have to face each 
day, to which you look for an answer, and towards which the 
Secretariat has a special responsibility, a service to render. 
It can do much to bring about, maintain and deepen an exchange of 
experiences between these Churches, a certain minimum of coordin-
ation·and an indication of some basic principles« 

11 With this end in mind, we ask for your collaboration. We 
hope to establish permanent contacts with Ins ti tut es~- with Ep±.step-
al Con.:forences and with Missions.~.rr 

We urge our missionariest many of whom are in 
contact with such religions, to cooperate with the Secretariat for 
Non-Christians in answering the questions listed above. For the 
present, the Secretariat is dealing particularly with African 
religions. The replies should be addressed to Father Giuseppe 
BUTTURINI, FSCJ, Secretariat £or Non-Christians, Vatican City, 
Romo. · 

Sacred Congregation for Evangelisation 
- Commission ------------ -=-------------------- --

Cl1he Plenary Assembly of the Sacred Congregation for Evang-
elisation, at its meeting of April 14-16 1970, had-recommended 
the institution, within the Congregation, of a temporary comm---
ission to examine, in conjunction with the Episcopal Conferences 
the problems and requests concerning catechists, with a view 
especially to giving directives to the Pontifical Missionary Works. 

This temporary commission was, in fact, set up and has funct-
ioned up to the present as an adjunct of the Work for the Propag-
ation of the Faith, under the direction of one of the Consultors 
of the Sacred Congregation, aided by experts in the matter. The 
subsidies granted by Propaganda Fide for catechists rose in 1971 
to $2,811,700 - 30~5% of the extraordinary subsidie~ and 9.36% of 
the money available for all subsidies. This year th~y ~ill amount 
to some·$4,000,000. 

In view of the importance of the whole question ·of catechetics 
and tho training and upkeep of catechists - which doe~ not mer~ly 
involve the financial aspects, however important they may be, but 
also the doctrinal, liturgical, pastoral and missionary aspects, 
the Sacred Congregation has now revised the organisation of the 
Commission, so as to give it greater stability and efficacy. 
It was thorrght riecessary, then, that with regard to the Mission~, 
matters _concerning catechists should be dealt with, not by a merely 
temporary commission, but come under one of the two Associate 
Secretaries of Propaganda Fide, Archbishop D.S. L0URDUSAMY who is 
particularly qualified in this field and will be helped by an Afr-
ican priest who is also an expert in the matter, by members and 
consultors of the Sacred Congregation, by Professors from the 
Gregorian University, from the Urban University, by Mgr. Kempeneers, 
Secretary General of Propaganda Fide, and by correspondents of the 
former temporary commission who had been chosen in consultation 
with the Episcopal Conferences. (FIDES 10-V-72). 
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHIDIBHHHHH 

DISTRICTS AND PROVINCES 
GUADELOUPE 

Bishop's Ad,dress to the Spiritans 
On the occasion of the recent Chapter of Guadeloupe·, Mons. 

OU.ALLI, Bishop of the diocese, was invited to address the Spiritans. 
Having praised tho work they had accomplished, he asked them to be 
strongly united, and to make themselves available while remaining 
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unprejudiced. 

The Principal Superior writes: 11 We must una_erstand the thou-
ght behind the Bishop's address. He does not mean to give us a 
lesson in personal ascetism (even though it wouldn't be any harm 
for us to consider his words in this light also), but he did say: 
11 Your role is to. help us, diocesan priests, in every aspect of 
our work. Your main task i,s to teach us how to do without you ... 
but we will always need you.n 

nwe should thus realise that from now on, more and more 
responsibility will be delegated to the secular priests.n 

Mons. OUALLI also stressed the necessity for awakening the 
interest of the laity. Hit is important to renew the form of our 
pastoral·activity; more and moie we must break loose from the 
closed circle of the parish, so as to realise our common pastoral 
responsibility according to planned priorities. Tod~y, Ono of 
tho main priorities of the mission is the apostolate of the laity.rr 

Finally, the Bishop of Guadeloupe underlined the need for 
vocations, that of priests, missionaries and religious. 

11 Such a stand with regard to missionary vocations came.unex-
pectedly. We do not mean to say that in the past a brake was put 
on missionary vocations as such: many priests from Guadeloupe are 
working outside the diocese. But it is the first time that we 
have _heard this call so specifically and we are naturally very 
happy at this. We are particularly happy because we, as mission-
aries, are here to'found the Church, to help the local church at 
the present time to become mature and self-sufficient; that will 
be when she herself becomes nmissionaryn. It will be tho complet-
ion of the work of.the Spiritans. 11 

EAST AFRICA 
The first meeting of Regional Superiors of East Africa took 

place at Usa River~in the diocese of Arusha (Tanzania) on 
April 2lst,and 22nd. These meetings are intended tq replace 
those for Provincials and Principal Superiors, formerly held in 
Rome every two years. Present at the Usa River meetirig w~re 
Father L~cuyer, Superior G~neral, Fathers Tunney and Crocenzi of 
Kilimanjaro, J. de Boer and G. Vorsteijnen of Bagamoyo; Father 

. 0 '_Connor of Malawi and_ Fathers N. Delaney and G. Foley of Kenya. 
The meeting was 6onducted in a very friendly atmosphere and 

experiences wore exchanged on n number of subjects: the role of 
the Missionary, Discngo.gement, Mixed Communities, Contracts, 
Retirement programmes and Care of the Aged, Personnel, District 
co-operation etc. Tho main item for discussion was the question 
of an African C.S.Sp. foundation eventually to become a Province. 
The District of Kilimanjaro has gone ahead with this project in 
spite of tho numerous difficulties regarding financial and moral 
support and everyone present agreed to give all possible support 
to the foundation. There aro at present 16 C.S.Sp. major semin-
arians in East Africa: 15 corning from Tanzania (Moshi) and 1 from 
Kenya (Machakos). They are divided up as follows: 
1 in 2nd Year Theology, 5 in First Year; L~ in 2nd Year Philosophy, 
6 in First YGar. It is expected that the noviciat will he opened 
in January 1973. 

In the latest i~sue of the. Kenya Newsletter, the Principal 
Superior asks the confreres in Kenya to give their support to this 
foundation, especially bypromoting vocations and by fund-raising. 
It is hoped that Father Joseph BABU, one of the five Tanzanian 
Holy Ghost Father~ will bo able to help in tho vocations drive 
in Kenya, with tho co-oper'.ltion of the Bishops. The Superior 
General visited Tanzania and Zambia but was not ablo to include 
Malawi, before returning to Ramo. Ho hopes to be able to visit 
Kenya before the etid of 1972.==~===== 



ZAMBIA 
Fir~t_rnceting _of 'tho_S12irttan_Community 

The first General Meeting of the Zpmb'ia corhmuni ty took place 
at the mission of Kasiya on Monday, 8tll M?,Y, .;Ln the presenc.12 of 
Father Lecuyer, Superior General. Father P .T. Conn:olly was 
elected chairma n of thG me·eting and Father P. Duggan, secretary. 

Having Gxamined the document received from th8 General Council 
on 11 0ur missionary presence in the Local Churches", the general 
opinion was that the Spiri t2,ns could not expect to hcivc very much 
time left i n Zambio. ( a lthough the situation in thG dioceses of 
Monze and Livingstone are very different from those Gncountered in 
Nigeria), but that they should continrie to fulfill their missionary 
~ocntion ~orking in Zambia during this delicate period of trans-
ition, at the apostolic post s for which the Church finds it most 
difficult to get volunteers. 

Following this, a c e rtain number of questions were dealt with 
regarding the future statute of the Zambia community, the organis-
atioti of community life, tho financial situation, the relation-
ship with the Irish Province, etc. Motions were proposed on these 
various topics and voted on unanimously, or a lmost ... · 

Ih summing up, Father L~cuyer said that he felt th~ situation 
in Zambia to be a truly missionary one and tha t there was important 
work to be accomplished therG. This work demanded a spirit of 
f a ith b ecause the results would not be so encouraging as those in 
Nigeria. He was convinced that the Spiritan group would be able 
to accomplish good work in Z0..mbi ,::1. The meeting ended with Mass 
concolobrated by Father Lecuyer and tho · Fa thers pr8scmt. A word 
of specia l th~nks goos to Father T. Heerey for the exc~llent organ-
isation of the meeting and his hospitality. -
Statistics: Today one fifth of Zambia's population is Catholi~. 

Of a total population of 4 million approximately; 
820,000 are baptised. There are roughly 60 diocesan pri~sts and 
380 missionaries. There arc also 160 a:wr. l ·bcn·1 Sisters and 450 
foreign Sisters. I n Zambia's nine dioc0s0s there ar8 178 churches, 
each of which holds an average 6f 400 p8ople, and there are some 
800 chapels. Unfortunately tho number of seminarians is r8duced 
in comparison with other years. There are about 400 in the Junior 
Semina ries a nd 20 students of Theology. In addition, there are a 
smdll number of Senior Seminarians who are studying abroad. 

(Oss. Rom. 19-V-72) 
THE GENERALATE 

Father Louis LEDr.r, Assistant General, returned to Rome on 
Msy 23rd from Chevilly where be went to represent the General 
Administration at the me eting of Principal Superiors of tho Fronch-
speaking districts. Fether Ernst VERDIEU, Assistant General, has 
also returned from his visit to Nigeria: we will give further 
reports on those visits in our next issue. 

NIGERIA 
MISSION NEWS 

Sev8n_now_bishoEs_in_1971 

No loss than seven Nigerian priests wero raised to the epis-
copate during 1971, six as auxiliary bishops and one as coadjutor 
with right of succsssion. 

These appointments bring the number of Nigerian bishops to 10, 
a fact which has given much rejoicing to the Church in Nigeria. 
Speaking in the cathedro.l o.f Ikot Ekpene, on the occasion of tho 
ordination of Mgr. OBOT on the 31st October last, tho bishop of 
Calabar, Mtsr· Brian USANGA, said: "We wish to express our pro.found 
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gratitude to His Holiness Pope Paul VI, whoso paternal love-for 
and int or est- in- tbe local church in Nigeria moved him to appoint 
those now bishops. 11 Referring to Mgr. A. POGGI, Apostolic Deleg-
ate to Nigeria, he went on to say: 11 It was ho · who, in a very .. 
special way, was instrumental in lighting the seven-branch candle-
stick in tho Church in Nigeria. He was sent at a chosen timo by 
God as captain of tho toam which scored seven goals amd at tho 
same timo struck seven timo,s to Nigorianiso the catholic hierarchy. 11 

On the subject of fore ign missionaries, Bishop USUNGA said: 
11 We wish to make known to our p eople and also to the missionaries 
themselves that the establishment of tho Nigerian hierarchy docs 
not necessarily mean tho immediate end of all missionary activity 
or that the missionaries should leave. We have excellent mission-
aries who brought us tho faith, I1any have remained. with -us arid 
were even prepared to die with our people during the civil ~ar. 
They are both willing and happy to continue serving the local 
Church directed by bishops from the country, in a real spirit of 
subordination, as servants of a young Church growing up. That is 
truo sacrifice as exemplified by Our Lordi It is a scriico 0£ 
lovo which so many of thorn aro anxious to give, willingly and 
:generously, without any regrets .. 11 (AFR. NOUV. 28-11-72) 

At a ceremony in Onitsha, the new restoration work at the 
Cathedral was blessed and the pallium was presented to Mgr. F. 
ARINZE, metropolitan Archbishop. A largo number of tho fnithful 
took part in tho celebrations which had an air of particular 
solcmni ty. 'I1he clergy was well roproscmtod and there wore J.2 
b ishops present. These two events,apart from their religious 
significance, were an occasion for national rejoicing, confirming 
as they do, the astounding r ecovery of tho East Central State. 
Pope Paul's telognam, road by tho apostolic delegate at tho end 
of High Mass, set the sea l, as it were, on those wonderful 
events. 

ZAIRE General Assembly of Superiors and 
Princi~al Superiors --------------~------------------

At the conclusion of tho r ecent plenary meeting of Superiors 
and Principal Superiors of Zaire, . some important resolutions were 
made, - from which wo quote below: 

"Tho Fathers and Sisters arc at tho service of the Church and 
the people o.f Zaire cmd desire to r emain faj_thful to t _hem. More-
over, in reaffirming their solidarity with the bishops, they wish 
to assure thorn that they will at all times conform with tho decis-
ions of the episcopate. 

nFor this reason, although a t times ti-oubled or anxious in 
tho light of certain circumstances, they desire to abstain from 
any attitude which could damage tho spiritual good of the people 
of Zaire, or make tho task of tho b i shops more difficult. 

11 For what concerns their O\•m religious life , thoy express tho 
wish that the process of africanisation bo speeded up by entrust-
ing important responsibilities to the religious of Zaire and 
favouring African . values in day to d~ay life ... 11 

The Church in Zaire has tho tollaboration of 2,766 religious, 
priests and brothers (there are 2,228 priests, of 65 are 
from Zaire itself; 72 clerical students,cight of whom arc from 
Zaire; 466 brothers, 80 from Zaire) . . To this number must ba 
nddcd also members of various secular institutes (291 foreigners 
and 337 from the diocese). , The statistics regarding the number 
of Sisters are not available. (AIMIS). 
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Tho bishop of the· diocese o.f Mbuji-Mayi has forbidden tho · 
Jamo..a movement in tb.8 territory under bis jurisdiction. Jamaa, 
founded about twelve years ago in Katanga, is a movement of groups 
who wish to live their christinnity in dapth, in communities which 
take their i nspiration from the principles of tho christian family, 
by tho Word and by prayer . _ Tho movement is loosely structured 
o..nd places much cmpho.sis on: personal charisms for entering into 
cbmm~nication w~th others. 

As it hns spread among the masses, who are mostly illiterate, 
it has often been distorted by fanatics who have no serious relig-
ious fo:r·mation. 11 Hnving studied tho Jamo.o. movement without prejud-
ice':', writes the bishop, 11 in tho ccntoxt of our ·young Church, of 
tho Bantu mentality and tho present state of world evolution, we 
wish to safeguard tho good to be found in it and eliminate any 
possible ovil. 11 

GABON 

Tho President of Gabon, AJ.bort Bernard BQI\TGO, annouriq_od to the 
deputies of t :ho Nntiom.J.l Assembly on April 18th: 11 For sovoro.l months 
now, I hav6 boon spoo.king to you about gbvorniliont ~lans f6r tfio 
~ivil codo, to regulate tho status of parsons, ospo6ially with 
regard to filintion, marriage and succ ession. It is disconcert-
ing to think that after twolVo years of indcpondonco wo havo not 
;yot es t ab lished our own laws, but o.ro living on tho inhc~;itanco of 
tho past. I have ompho.sisod tho.t this plan is intended :to bring 
about tho progress ive suppression of poligamy nfte! a certain tran-
sitory stage. It ~Jill a lso bo necessary to adopt o.fficially tho 
patriarchal system, as is tho cnso with most other peoples, instoo.d 
of tho Bantu mo.:triarchy. (SEMAINE, llJ--V.,..72) 

CONGO . Death. of Father: Futb6rt Youlou 
. -------------------------------

Tho death took place on May 6th in Madrid Whore he was living 
since 1966 , of Fother Fulbort YOULOU, former prosidcmt of the 
Congo Republic. He wo.s born near Brazzaville on Juno 7th, 1917. 
After his primo.ry studios at tho mission, ho entered Brazzaville's 
Junior Seminary in 1929. Ho 0as then sent to.Akono (tho Cameroons) 
to complete his secondary education, after which he wont to tho 
Senior ScminGry b.t Younde. He wn.s professor at . tho Juni or Semin-
ary of Mbnmou before going on to follow his t heological studios 
at the Seminary in Libreville. These he complet ed at Br azzaville 
o.nd after his ordination on the 9th Juno 1946, ho was appointed to 
tho parish of St. Francis. Thero ho directed catholic ac tion and 
youth orgo.nisations and wo.s also chaplain to tho General Hospital. 
In 1955 ha began his political career, which was to place him in 
difficulties with the ecclesiastica l authorities. He founded a 
politica l party and in 1956 ho was elected Mo.yor of Brazzaville. 
He became Mini s ter of Agriculture in the OPANGAULT cabinet in 
1957, t hen the Republic of the Congo having been proclaimed in 
November 1958 , bG became first of all Prime Minister and in Juno 
1959, Pres ident. This position he held until 1963 whon Le was 
overthrown by a popular r evolt. Arrested. in Brazzo.vill c , he 
escaped to KinshGs a and not being allowed to reside in France, ho 
chose Mo.drid 2s place of refuge in Januai7 1966. Tho Congolese 
authorities , at tho request of his family , have agreed that his 
remains be s6rtt ~ack to t he Congo . Without making any judgement 
on his nctivitibs , tho Spiritans do not forget tho fact that ho 
wo.s their pupil and their collaborator. Ha is tho author of a 
book 11 J'accuse lo. Chino", published in 1966 . 
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MADAGASCAR Apos-tolo.to of tho lower-incouc 

____ ---~rO U£S __ ~----- ____ _ 
FroQ the 29th Decer.1ber to the 2nd Janua r;y 1972, o.. semino.r 

on the above subject was held in Tnnanarive . There are numerous 
groups within this category - traditional fnmily enterprises, 
farming community , industrial workers, and the probleus are mnny: 
migration, schooling, Catholic Action movements, general pastoral -
practice, catechesis and catechumenate,liturgy and the sacraments, 
socio.l and charitable institutions etc. We can do no more here 
than hint at soue of the general conclusions of the five-day 
session. 

i) a better understanding of the vital connection between 
-LIFE and 17AITH .••.• between the nntural community and the Church. 
The matt-0r is ncit -as simple as-it seems; it is a question of 
contempl at i ng Christ living today and hero we must just go on 
learning . 

ii) a better understanding of the r e lationship priesthood-
laity. Two points i n particular emerged:-

a) we aro all i nvo lved. We must transcend the false oppos-
ition between specialists and non-specia lists. Whatever our occ-
upations and responsibilities , by reason of the normal contacts 
we have with others we a re a ll involved in spreading the christ-
ian nessage . All depends on the vision we have of the Church, 
on our understanding of its nnture and its mission. 

b) the various organisations and movements are important and 
are of great value provided we Bake t hem self-sufficient and do 
not build them around our own persoi1. As living cells of the 
Church, they intensify its life and make for fruitful dialogue 
at all l evels. 

iii)'We must rogulnrly take stock of tho value of our activit-
ies. ' Tb do this effectively we need to come together with others 
to discuss and compare notes, so as to 1·carn to live und(;r the 
inspiration of Jesus Christ. 

VAR I A 

UNCTAD=and=the=MISSIONS 

The 3rd Conference of tho United Nations for Commerce and 
Development (UNC~;AD) · opened in Santiago ; Chile, o:n April 3rd. 
This is cm organisa tion whGre countries , both rich nnd poor, come 
together to revi ew their positions. The Holy See sent a delegat-
i on to r epresent it, bringing a oessage from the Pope. The · 
De legntion issued the following communiqu~:-

If voluntnry groups provide ~my ass tstance to development 
you would not know it from UNCTAD III. There is no conspiracy· 
of silence here. It is si~ply that tho possibility of voluntary 
agencies having any contribution to make does not seem to hnie 
cross ed the minds of any delegates. One sny that this is 
only because such contributions don't enter into UNCTAD ',S purview. 

But the facts are otherwise. Commission III treats financ-
i a l nssistance. The appropriateness of mentioning, indeed 
comi;1ending, voluntary effort i n this context is estc1.blished b~r an 
unirnpouchoblo source. This is the 1971 report of the develop-
ment :lssistanc e Committee (D.AC ) of tho OECD Group. Thet report 
is the basis for tho f a cts and figures speakers of the Third-
World hero put forward, in support of their con t ention that the 
a id effort has been puny - as well as by the industr i a l nntions 
to dooonstrate the contrary. 

The point is thot that same r eport -devotes a long paragraph 
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to the contribution of voluntary agGncies. It puts the total 
figures at 800 million, acknowledging that the total would be 
higher if it . had boon able to get re-porting of con.tributions 
from all voluntary agencies. Clearly this is a small part of 
the total of OECD aid, but it is not negligible. · . 

What is more, it represents ~ore effort, sacrifice and 
solidarity than most of the rest of the aid. - Certainly morG 
than that part which is private investment (at a profit), export 

· credits (to support tho donor's export trade), tied aid, Gtc. 
Surely such effort des€rves a recognition it is not getting hero. 

Thero is, of course, still another considerable assistance 
to development that go6s unnoticed. This is that of volunteers 

• and l o.y c.nd . religious missionaries of protostccnt and catholic 
churches. I have no figures at hand, but catholic missionaries 
a.lone t6tal manj tens of thousands. 

In one way or another, tho bulk of those arc engaged in 
development, if we mean by that word integral human progress with 
economic growth and social justice. This is only more manifest 
in those who work directly on deveiopmbnt projects such as co-op 
ord.tives,agricultural schools, clinics, and schools. But it 
is true of thosG tvho form men in other ways. 

True, in all this there have been past instances, all too 
many, of po.torna1ism and cultural imposition. But those abuses 
hive largely b6en corrected.· Often~ too, the type of educition 
given ~as ill-suited to dovolopmont)~ stressing excessively tho 
liberal arts. 

Missionaries, catholic and protestant; havelearned; now 
they arc prepared to enter into all those and other forms of ass-
istance for development and tho humanisation of life only when 
invited and only on tho terms of.tho host countries. Thay arc 
at one in.agreeing that their efforts must be co-ordinated with 
govo~nmont plans for education and for the promotion of workers' 
and farmers' movements. 

Ono vital clement in this ITaid 11 is that missionaries have 
left their own countries to make themselves a part of tho people 
they wo~k with. They arc there to stay - unlike missions of 
tho U.N.'s specialised agencies or t eams sent out from America6 
or British universities. The result is that they come to know 
their people, and more o.nd more they arc proving a cntalyst for 

·· human promotion, leadership o..nd community development. 
It is surely inadmissible, that UNCTAD can ignore all this 

grass root support of e fforts by local peoples to achieve their 
own dovolopmont. Inadmissible, but not too surprising. I just 
chocked the intcrnationnl strntegy for development voted by tho 
25th general assembly of the United Nations in 1970. As I was 
suro, the 104 paragraphs contairi one ~inglo, oblique reference 
to tho effort of people to develop themselves. In short, devel-
opment is something carried out by national governments with a 
bit of inter-governmenta l or multi-lateral assistance to bolster 
those governments' e fforts. People a rc tho beneficiaries, if you 
want the objects of developmen t, but they arc not its agents -
its primary agents. 
wvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwvwv 1//vwvvwvwvwvwvwvwvw 

African-Christian authonticitv -----------------------------~ 
11 L~:t Libre Belgiouo 11

, published in i t .s issue of tho 28th April, 
an expos€ by Father Guy MOSMANS, PB. who, before his expulsion, 
was sccrotary to the Episcopal Conference of Zaire. We quote 
below:- · 

nThe real problem regarding tho recent difficulties in Zaire 
has its origin in tho JMPR movement in tho Seminaries (Popular 
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Revolutionary Youth Movement). -Tho formation of groups of this 
organisation was never objected to by tho bishops and many semin-
aries ho.d such groups before the recant incidents. The objection 
from the Episcopo. te cnr:10 when o. decision wcrn taken by the politic-
al o.uthoritos (in the o..bsence of the Chief of Sto.te), ordering 
th2.t o. conmitteo of JMPR lenders be insto.11cd in o.11 houses for 
religious trnining within 48 hours, tho aim being to train future 
political loaders • . The implico.tions h ero arc important. 

11 Undou1:)todly, this move could bo interpreted ns unrcnsono.blc 
but it is typical of zeal on tho pa rt of the political o.uthor~ties 
which lends to tension with such regime s ..• 

"How cnn the Church safe-gunrd h e r sp-2cial spiri tuo.l vocation 
while at the same time being at tho s e rvice of the world nt largo? 
How c a n she fully, loyally collnbornto in the development of the 
city without giving allogience to one or other political po.rty? 

11 How should tho Sto.to net, directing nll its energies townrds 
the earthly service of society, while respecting the liberty nnd 
particular spiritual quality of tho Church? There is o.lwo.ys the 
great tomptntion to G.cquire spiri tunl b a clcing, thereby turn i n g 
bishops nnd priests into docile politico. l functionaries. nit is 
always tempting for a politicnl p nrty to annex Church institutions 
so as to control thorn. 

The bishops, ho wever, clearly stated their point of view. 
The fact that laity and priests all belong to the one and only 
political party poses no problem; but the political authorities 
should allow a variety of choice regarding association with this 
party ...• a plurality which respects the individual conscience 
and the specific mission of different members or groups of the 
national community. All sides seem to have been eventually 
appeased and the explosive problem of the presence of the J1'-1PR 
iri the Seminaries has subsided. But it is certainly true that 
the comman~ to. 11 render to Ca esar t h at wh ich is Caesar's, and to 
God tha t which is God's 11 remains a source of continual disturb-
ance. 

11 It is manifestly clear that the structures of both the 
Church itself and the missions are necessary and render service 
in the civil sphere. More and more, priests and religious are 
being asked to assume responsibilities not only concerning educ-
ation or health, but also in more mundane matters. Never, accord-
ing to Father MOSMANS, has the situation in Zaire been so catastro-
phic for the population, at the mercy of administrative or tech-
nical off~cials. Most probably what induces the authorities to 
seek a large participation from the Church is its very stability; 

nThe bishops' situation will remain a difficult one, if they 
intend to keep the balance betw~en political pressures and those 
more imperative pressure8 of the Church's spiritual mission. 11 

Audio-visual techniques at the service of 
. the Faith 

The Audio-Visual Research and Communications Centre (CREC), 
the International Ca tholic Cinema Office (OCIC), Interfilm, 
Sonolux and the Federation of Social Communications Organisa tions 
(FOCS) are organising an International S e ssion for the training 
of cat e chists in audio-visual methods, a t Lyons in September 1972. 
This course is intended for those responsible for catechetics and 
for social communications in the Young Churches in the countries 
of the Third World. It give s a basic knowledg~ of audio~visual 
language and techniques ana. · will initiate the participants .with 
r~gard to sound-tracks, the arrangement of slides, the production 
of short films etc. The train ing will take pla ce i n we ll-equipp-
ed studios, giving a maximum of practical work under a group-



leader, one to each group of 4 participants. The Session will 
take place at CREC, 19 rue de Chavril, 69-Ste. Foy-1~:s-Lyon, . 
France. The main language will be- French (a session in English 
is planned for later on). DetaiT.s for participation, and prog-
ramme. may be had on request from CREG. (SEDOS) 

The next Ecumenico.l meeting dealing with audio-visual methods 
will be held in ·vienna(Austria) from 27th to 31st May, 1973. 
This was decided by the two main groups involved: OCIC and Inter-
film, who are organising the Congress. The firs~ meeting 9f 
this kind was held in Switzerland l ast May, at which more tnan 80 
delegates made an assessment of recent short fil~s a~d audio-
visual slides, for promoting the work of Evangelisation and 
development. At the conclusion of the Festivo.l, which was report-
ed as being very successful, it was decided to develop this idea 
further and organise another more important meeting - the o~e 
which will take place in Vienna next year. Th? form of t~is . 
meeting is already taking shape in the preparation work which is. 
under way. 

A CONT·RIBUTION TO DEVELOPMENT BY THE PROTESTAN·T CHURCH 

Pastor Shadrach Opoti, of the Anglican Church, operates a 
complex of non-institutional ~elf-help projects in Kenya aimed 
at boosting the village economy and providing training and employ-
ment for school leavers. The little money he requires has been 
granted by "The World Neighboursn, the Christian Council and the 
Kenya Government. His system and approach is worthy of note 
but it seems a little too early to evaluate in terms of success 
or f a ilure. 

On arrival in a village, Shadrach contents himself with ask-
ing questions over a long period of time. He listens carefully 
to the responses and avoids making any kind of statement. By this 
process of questioning, he helps the people to identify the real 
needs - not just the 'felt' or expressed needs. The usual des..;. 
ires to have the traditiona l institutions - schools, hospitals 
etc. are expressed. Shadrach carefully avoids giving the impres-
sion that he opposes these projects but directs his questions to 
what the children will do when they leave school, or to the reas-
ons why so ma ny are sick in the vill a ges. 

He does not consider the i ndividual as such but the individ.;.. 
ual in the context of the whole community he lives in. If he is 
to help the unemployed schoolboy, then his family and the whole 
community must be involved. So he interviews the father of the 
boy and insists that he is chiefly responsible for his son's 
welfare. He must fe e d him, give him a part of the farm to cul-
tivate, .. pay his registration fee and periodically check his 
progress. As soon as he registers for training~ ·the boy is 
given a simple chair to reproduce. Shadrach also provides him 
with wood and some tools. The first chair is usually n ot very 
good. The boy tries to sell . it and with the money he buys wood 
for his second attempt which is usually an improvement on the 
first one. 

Besides carpentry, Sbadrach has training in t a iloring, bread-
making, metal and tin smithing for school leavers, and b eekeeping, 
poultry, fruit, vegetable and fish-farming for anyone interest ed. 
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Ho is careful to make a.market available for t ho go ods pro-
duc ed. · ire contacts a ll t he local traders and encourages them 
to stock only goods made ' locnlly in t he villages. He expl a i ns 
to them that it is important for their trade tha t t he mon6y is 
k ept circulc1ting in the villages and not transferred to Nairobi -
or other towns. The improved village e conomy helps the p eople 
to r aise themselves from a low subsistence Jovel. When this 
happens , new needs are creat ed and hence new job opportunities 
for t ho school leavers. · · 

Shadrach has a very liITlited sta ff consisting of t hroe men and 
two women whom ho has trained! He do e s not seem to r equire high-
l y qualified staff or c a r efully worked-out progr amme s. · 

The motivation common to all his efforts is Christian Serv~ 
ic e . . Shadrach is a very de eply committed Christian himself ann. 
has a strong personal dedication to service for others. Ho 
radia t es this quality to thos e who work with him. Ho is an 
extremely hard-working man and his statistics indica t e that 927 
f arm plots and 2,350 p eople were visited by him during one year. 
He cla i ms to work among 9,000 families. However, some of h i s 
colloo.gues a rgue that in f a ct he:: is tra ining very f ew school-
l eavers. - Th~y wonder will the y ouths be satisfied with tho 
f acilities offered and the standard of training given: will they 
bo able t o compbte witb better trained artisans : what will happen 
to the proj ects when Shadra ch goes over seas noxt year for s ocia l 
training. Whatever the answers to the so questions, one thing 
r emai ns : he has a gr eat les s on to t each especially to tho se who 
think only of prestige -proj ects and of isola t ed. uncoordi nated 
progr ammes . 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ +++ ++++++++++++++++++ ++++++++ 
+NE ORO L O .G Y + 

-- Fa t her, Franz-Josef WELLE , of the :District of Bethlehem , died 
accidentally at s ea near Durban on April 18th 1972, a t the ago · 
of 36. He had been professed for 13 years. 
- Father Josephus VERMEULEN, of the :District- of Bagamoyo, died in 
Amst erdam on April 25th 1972 ~ a t tho age of 62 . Ho had boon . 
profess ed for 14 years. 
- Father :Dominique :DUSSOUET, of t he French Pro.vinc a , di8d a t 
Fonta udin -Possac on May 4th 1972, at the age of 73. He had been 
profes s ed for 49 years. 
- Father Charles OORIU, of the French Prov ince , died at Chovilly 
on May 9th 1972, a t tho age of 79. Hc ho.d been 47 years profess-
ed. 
- Brother LEO VAN DER LEE, of the Provinc o of Holland, died a t 
Nim~gue on May 11th 1972, a t the age of 70. Ho had beori 43 years 
profess ed . 
:.. Father Jos eph Patrick NOLAN , of the Province of Irel and, . died 
suddonly at Rockwell on May 17th 1972; a t the ago of 55 •. He had 
boon 35 years professed . 

. . . . . . 

+++~++++~+++++++++++++++++++R. I. P. ++++ +++++++++++ ++++++++++++++ 
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