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SPIRITAN 
Jan.-Feb. 1980 NEWS Number 27 

CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO - CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 - 00136 ROMA 

IN THIS ISSUE 

EVENT : Visit to Cootral Africa. 
DOCUMENTATION: From the Archives. 
NEWS: The Generalate Team - Appointments - Addresses, Telephones - General Secretariat - Ireland -

Women Religious - Jubilarians - Our Dead - Generalate. 

Event: VISIT TO CENTRAL AFRICA. 

The Generalate Team ends its six years of ' visits ' 
to Spiritans throughout the world with a visit to the 
five Districts of Central Africa - ending, one might 
say, with where Libermann's first missionaries began. 

After early disasters on the coast of ' Guinea ' 
had claimed the lives of five of the first group of 
eight missionaries of the Immaculate Heart (the first 
five names on p. 3 below), two of the three survivors, 
Fr. BESSIEUX and Brother GREGOIRE, landed at 
Libreville, Gabon. Fr. Bessieux's first Mass there 
(29 Sept. 1844), their base on the coast of Gabon 
and their expeditions to the interior are at the origin 
of the present Church in Central Africa, which counts 
3 million Catholics in a population of 12 million. 
On the wall of the Libreville cathedral are inscribed, 
in Latin, the words: "From here the light of the 
Gospel shone out for the countries of Africa. " 

Other Congregations came later, and the enormous 
original Vicariate of the Two Guineas was divided Into 
various dioceses. In Gabon there are four dioceses, in 
the Congo three, in Cameroon thirteen, and In the Central 
African Republic six. Of the 26 dioceses, 16 are now 
headed by African Bishops, and there are only three 
Splrltan Bishops at present, of whom one is an African. 

Spiritans are working in 17 of the 26 dioceses 
of Central Africa, forming the Congregation's largest 
geographical group in the continent. They number 
about 400, of nine nationalities (five European and 
four African). Ten years ago they numbered over 500. 

The type of work they do is similar in each 
country. The majority are in the ' interior', with 
only a quarter working in the cities (Douala, Yaounde, 
Libreville, Port-Gentil, Brazzaville, Pointe-Noire, Bangui). 
Almost all are in pastoral work, with only ten engaged 
in teaching (mainly at the international seminary in 
Brazzaville). 

However, there are notable differences between 
the four countries. GABON has an open economy 
and maintains links with Western Europe as well as 

China. With a small population, it is potentially rich 
because of its oil, timber and mines, but it has had 
to launch an " austerity programme " recently and 
a "fight against corruption". The CONGO has 
opted for Marxism and is linked with Eastern Europe 
and Cuba. Its economic situation is difficult, and 
there have been plots and reprisals. CAMEROON, 
with more than half the 12-million population of 
the four states, has had a stable political develop-
ment for the past twenty years, in spite of its great 
diversity of tribes, . languages and religions. The 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC is just recovering 
from the excesses of Bokassa's rule as Emperor. 

Each country has Its own opportunities and Its own 
problems for evangellzatlon, and the members of the 
Generalate Team will be discussing these wHh the con-
freres there, as well as in their meetings with the local 
Bishops, clergy and laity. 

• 
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Documentation: Life can be understood 
only by looking back to the past, 
but it can be lived 

FROM only by looking forward to the future. 

THE ARCHIVES (Soren Kierkegaard) 

For Feb. 2, our documentation is a reproduction 
of the first pages of the Congregation's first • Etat 
du Personnel', written in the calligraphy of the 
secretaries of the time. One may note some in-
teresting gaps in information. For Fr. Jacques Laval, 
for instance, there is no date and place of birth 
(he left so quickly for Mauritius) and no date for 
joining the Congregation (he did not do a no-
vitiate). 

In the first ten years of the Congregation (1842-
52), of 73 confreres who had joined, 26 had died 
(20 of them in the missions). The average age of 
these 20 was 29 years 6 months, and the average 
of their years of profession was 2 years 4 months. 
Of the first 26, 15 died of 'fever', five of tuberculosis, 
and the other six of sunstroke, shipwreck (Tisserant), 
exhaustion, yellow fever, dysentery, and hepatitis 
(Libermann). As for Fr. Jacques Laval (the last name 
on the necrology page), what better praise could 
be found than the cause of death listed: WORN 
OUT BY WORK. 
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N E W S 
The Generalate Team 
• After his visit to Guadeloupe, Martinique and 
French Guiana, Fr. GENERAL was in Rome from 
Dec. 1 to 26 He then left to visit the Congo 
(Dec. 26-Jan. 12), Gabon (Jan. 12-23), Cameroon 
(Jan. 23-Feb. 10) and the Central African Republic 
(Feb. 10-26). In Bangui, during this last fortnight, 
he will take part in the annual meeting of the Major 
Superiors of Central Africa, before returning to Rome. 
• The four General Assistants who are at present 
visiting Central Africa will return to Rome on the 
following dates: Fr. TORRES NEIVA (from the Congo), 
Jan. 12; Fr. DALY (from Gabon), Feb. 1; Fr. GROSS 
(from Cameroon), Feb. 10; Fr. VAN SONSBEEK (from 
the Cent. Afr. Rep.), Feb. 26. 

-e Fr. THIELEMEIER will be absent from Rome 
during the month of March. 

Appointments 

The General Council 
• on Oct. 12, confirmed the election of Fr. Charles 
P. CONNORS as Principal Superior of the District 
of Puerto Rico, to take effect from Jan. 1, 1980; 
e on Oct. 31, appointed Fr. Hugh DAVOREN (of the 
Province of England) as Master of Novices of the 
West(' African Foundation; 
• on Nov. 7, appointed Fr. Enda WATTERS as 
ProvJncial Superior of Ireland, for a second three-
year term, as from Nov. 1, 1979. 
• On the occasion of his visit to French Guiana 
in November, the Superior General, in the name of 
the General Council, reappointed Fr. Ernest REY 
for a third term as Principal Superior of the District. 

Addresses - Telephones 
Telephone number of Provincial of Switzerland: 

037 /24.39.52. 
Address of Central African Foundation: Foyer 

Spiritain, B.P. 1095, BRAZZAVILLE (Rep. Pop. du 
Congo). 

General Secretariat 
The GENERAL BULLETIN last appeared in 

March 1976, and the General Secretariat is preparing 
an issue of it to cover from then until the end of 
1978. A new ETAT DU PERSONNEL is also being 
prepared. Both should be out before the General 
Chapter. 

Ireland 
The Irish Provincial Council met with the Irish 

Mission Superiors at Kimmage Manor, Dublin, from 
Sept. 17 to 21. Taking part in the meeting were 
Fr. John DALY (representing the Generalate Team), 

Fr. Enda WATTERS (Provincial), Fr. Desmond BYRNE 
(Mission Councillor), three other members of the 
Provincial Council, and the Major Superiors of Sierra 
Leone, Ghana, the Gambia, Kenya, Malawi and 
South-West Brazil. 

Each District Superior gave a short presentation 
on how he saw his role. Among other topics 
discussed were: 

- The Congregation's response to what the local 
Churches are asking of us today. 

- Evangelization: the urban poor; first evarigeliza-
tion; new missions. 

- Specialized training and sabbaticals. 
- Scholastics ' prefecting ' in the missions. 
- Lay mission helpers. 
- Retirement fund, health insurance, allocations 

to missions and missionaries. 
- Missionary animation and vocations. 

Women Religious 
There are about a million women religious in the 

world, but they are very unevenly distributed. Italy 
alone (145,000) has almost as many as the whole of Africa 
(33,500) and Latin America (120,000). Fifty-six per cent 
of women religious are in Europe (529,000). There are 
more than twice as many women religious in Asia (79,000) 
as in Africa (33,500). 

In Europe and North America there is one priest per 
1,000 Catholics and one Sister per 500; in Asia, one priest 
per 2,500 and one Sister per 750; in Africa one priest per 
3,000 and one Sister per 750; and in Latin America one 
priest per 7,000 and one Sister per 2,500. 

Jubilarians 
65 years of Profession : 

June 21: Br. Pantaleon DENEKE (French Seminary). 
60 years of Profession : 

Feb. 3: Br. Laurentius ESLER (Germany). 
50 years of Profession : 

May 7: Brs. Theodolus HAM and Damasus HOLIERHOEK 
(Belgium). 

June 21: Brs. Gilbert HACKENBROICH and Johannes JAKOBS 
(Germany). 

50 years of Priesthood : 
Apr. 5: Frs. Pierre ALTMAYER and Joseph BOUCHAUD 

(France), Fr. Philip AVERY (Gen. Adm.). 
June 22: Frs. Daniel HACKETT (Ireland), Thomas MAHER 

and Martin REIDY (Kenya). 
July: 6: Frs. Gerard KEMPS (Guadeloupe) and Petrus PELT 

(Holland). 
45 years a Bishop: 

Apr. 25: Bishop Franc;:ois CLERET DE LANGAVANT (France). 

Our Dead 
Nov. 17: Fr. Prosper DEVOLDERE (Belgium), 72. 
Nov. 20: Fr. Hippolyte LAEMMEL (Martinique), 70. 
Nov. 22: Fr. Louis BOSSARD (France), 61. 
Nov. 24: Fr. Franz KREUTZKAMPF (Germany), 77. 
Dec. 4: Fr. Michael LIDDY (Kenya), 62. 

GENERALATE 
This year, because of the General Chapter and related activities, we regret that we shall 

not be able to receive visitors at the Generalate from June 15 to Sept. 1. 

The Superior and Community 
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