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NEWS FROM ROME

The Holy Father has accepted the résignation of Most Rev.
Auguste DELISLE, C.S.Sp. as Bishop of Lokoja (Nigeria), dated
30th July 1972. ' ‘

Mgr. DELISLE was Bishop of LokoJja since 1964, but had been in
Africa since 1934, the year of his ordination. He taught at
first in the Junior Seminary of Akono (Cameroons), then he worked
as a missionary in.the bush area, In 1955 he went to Nigeria
where he was named Prefect Apostolic of Kabba.,  While there,

e inspired by a great spirit of faith and apostolic zeal, he
governed the missionary activity of the Prefecture with marked
success, building a seminary, schools, and establishing social
assistance works., On July 6th 1964, the apostolic prefecture
became a diocese, After only eight years as Bishop, Mgr. DELISLE
has had the joy of being able to pass over the direction of the
diocese to one of its own sons.

~ Most Rev. Alexis MAKOZI, who has been transferred from the
titular See of Fallaba to the resident See of LokoJja,; where he
succeeds Bishop DELISLE, has been Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese
for the past year and a half. He was born in Okene in 1932, was
ordained priest on December 8th 1961 and was named auxiliar
_Dbishop on the 20th May, 1971. (FIDES

Sacred Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples
 Cardinal ROSSI in ILatin America

Cardinal Agnelo ROSSI, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for
the Evangelisation of Peoples, has recently visited South America
on a tour which took him to eight countries. He had three obj-
ectives: 1) to have first-hand knowledge of the missions among
the aborigines, 2) to get a better knowledge of CELAM (Episcopal
Conference of Latin America), 3) to promote missionary intepést

_ among South American catholics, especially by means of the 0. P.M.
(Pontifical Missionary Works). In Brazil, the Cardinal Mopes
for a strong O.P.M. organisation and the development of mission-
arv co-operation both among the missions of the %ggscﬁés and those
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of the entire world. This desire was greeted very .favourably
in the Sao Paulo archdiocese, where it was decided- that éach oné
would contribute annually to the missions 1% of -lris monthly
salary. .

-

Reorganisation of the Propaganda Colleges

The Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Iide has decilided to re-
organise its two colleges: +the Urban College of Theology on
the Janiculum, and the College of Philosophy in Via Torre Rossa,
The latter will house not only the students who are there at
present, but in future will cater for all the students coming
from mission countries and who are not yet priests. _The College
on the Janiculum will keep the students who are fthere already
until they have finished their studies, but will, in fubture, be

regerved for pr¢e8u_stuaents. In each- oollege both-PhilOsophy
and Theology will be taught. The Mission Ordinaries - as alsc
those of .other countries - tend more and more to send only students

-----

who have already been ordained to do their university studies in
Rome U s e e e e e s, i
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DISTRICTS AND PROVINCES

FRANCE. . Districts-Province Meeting

A meeting of research and reflection took place at Chevilly
from the 6th to the 27th May, attended by the I'rench Provincial
with his two Vicars, and most of the Prﬂ“CWpal Superiors from the
countries where m1551ona“1eq from this province are working,

In these countries there are 7.0 French Spiritans (94w of the
French Spiritans in the Missions) in 17 d*oceses, to which must

be added 128 Spiritans of other nationalities. In France there
are 570 Spiritans,  including a certain number of elderly confreres
returned from the missions, some young confreres gettlng ready to
go out, and those who serve the wmission through missionary anim-
ation, formation,or other works necessary to the role of the
Province. : ‘

This meetlAb was not a Chapter, as such. It was simply a time
of discussion and reflection on the new aspects of the Missions,
the various priorities and above all the work of the Holy Spirit,
never ceasing to stimulate His church. ©Since there is a complete
renewal of missionary purpose in the alr, 1t was necessary to
take note of this, to get on to the same wave-length, as it were,
-and  ensure a utﬂonger more effective r'olldbora*"lon between all
the members of the Province.

The first few days were devoted to reports followed by reflect-
ion on the changes which have come about 1n the Church, the world,
the third-world and on the wmissionary situation both in TIrance
and in the mission countries. Tuesday, lMay 16th, was a day of
recollection, with 5t. Paul for guide. The following days were
taken up with a variety of subjects: collaboration among Spiritans,
aspirations of the young students, o*pewlmehuo in up-dating of
personnel, regional communities in the missions, differences in
administration, the importance to be attached to charisms,
the role of Principal Superiors, diminution of personnel formé
of Rrovirnce-District COleHoratloa etc. ..

. After these Three weeks of dlalogue, several 1mportant points
emerged, as a call from the Holy Bpirit, leading t¢ reflection and
change: .
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A,

-~ the rapid decrease in personnel,

the asplwat¢ors of the young students towards more authenticity
in our community 1life, in our prayer and witness among the

African people,
- the attraction exercised by certain experiments 1n progress,

~ the universal need for up—-dating,

~ solidarity between Province and Districts whose interests are
fundamentally identical, .

~ the progressive urbanisation of the populatlon in the third-world.

Consequently, it 1s essentlal that we work towards creating
responsible communities and so'do ocurselves out of a job."”
(Spiritans in 1972, Sup. 1594, Bul.159)

jubekishalibakinaliivakiseakithalusbali¥akuvalidatishalishakistal
BELGIUM 1 Spiritan Meeting

A meeting of Spiritans took place at Gentinnes, on August 17
and 18, to which 65 Belgian ‘Spiritans had been 1uv1tod: 20 accept-

ed the invitation. Also present were Fr., G, BIEMANS, Provincial,
Holland, and Fr. I, TIMMERMANS, Principal of Bangui. The aim of

this meeting: a brotherly get-together, the study of reports,
exchange of ideas, all of which should contribute to mutual
enrichment. Having examined the situation in the Province, the
following conclusion was reached:

"The immediate future is not very hopeful.. However, we mus?t
not be either defeatist or discouraged. We should continue, in a
spirit of real faith, to promote the universality of the Church &
to mnakc known the +teaching »f the Gospel.As far as the French-
speaking part of the countrv is concerned, all our hopes lie in
Gentinnes, but on condition that we try t0 extend its influence, =
that we pass on to the young students an example of real mission-
ary vocation and of a community which tries to live the Good News
in joy and fraternity." :

Fr. TIMMERMANS read a report on "Needs, changes and priorities
in missionary activity" which are constantly'evolving. The prior=-
ities differ, in this new perspective, from those of former times,.
In order to adapt to these changes, the need for up-dating mission-
arieg becomes obvious. There is no lack of difficulties: tension
sometimes betwecen bishops and missionaries, the heavy burden of
matéerial structures, the generation gap, social and political
implications,the decrease in and the ageing of personnel,

There were also papers and discussions on: migsionary a0u1v1uv
on the national level(F. DEVILLE), diocesan(H. BOON), n1ﬁ51ona”y
training (de CLEENE), the missionary's contribution +o development
(K. VERCAUTEREN), fostering vocations(A. BERCHMANS), Splrltang in
diocesan work (A. BODARD). '

It was generally agreed that the meeting had heen cnriching
and that similar-meetings should be arranged regularly. (Pwov.%ul)
C00000000000000000000000

UNITED STATES Centennial Celebrations

Centennial Commerative Ceremonies have been t 1g place with
great success in most of our communitics and are %T 11 continuing,
A number of very flattering public statements have been made on
this occasion.  That of President Hixon was wi delj acclaimed,

A létter was received from Cardirnal VILLOT, Secretary of State,
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expressing congratulatwons and greetings from the Hol 2T,
Many State Governmers have expvowood their goodwill and gratitude

towards the Congregation.

The' Superior General arrived in Boston from Canada on September
1st. He wvisgited our works in the Dastern Province, agssisted at
several commemorative ceremonics and met the Provincial Council
on September 18th. He also went to Puerto Rico. In the Western
Province he took part in the first Regional cenfennial celcbration
which took place at Opelousas, on September 21st.,  On the 29th,
at Washington, he atfended a formal reception, together with the
two Provincials, Ir. CONNORS and Fr., HARCAR, which was attcnded
by the Apostolic Delegate, The ambassgadors from our misglon coun—
trieg, members of Congress repreosenting the states where we work,
and several confreres.

P

MEXICO - Fathers HARCAR and REARDON from the Western Province, and
Fathers CLYNES and CROVWLEY from the Easbtern Province, attended
celebrations for the second centenary of the missicn at Talanjas,
where the building of the church was completed in 1772. ALl the
confrereg present assisted the Tilshop et the Thanksgiving Masses
which were concelebrated with the local clergy on July 25th and
20th,  Ag part of our verritory is being Utaken over by the govern-
ment for a dam and that will result in a large “iSDWﬁcement of the
population, the Eishop has asked us to Gake charge of another
region adjacent to the one wherc we are ab present.

’“'T'\

CONGO Episcopal dinatiod = Mgr, SINGHA

On Sunday, ©6th August, lgr. 0
He 1g the new bishop of Tort-Rousset, succeed*nr Mmr. BCnoit
CASSONGO, who in turn had succeede . Imile JER IILLE C.5.8p.
The prelate officiating was Mbr. M TKUAIA*ERA¢, Apostolic
Delegate for the Popular Con blic, assisted by lMost Rev.
Fmile BIAYENDA, archbishop of Brazzavilie and Most Rev, Joachim
NDAYEN, archbishop of Banguil. Also present werc Most Rev. Fernand
ANGUILE, archbishop of ILibreville (Gabon), Most.Rev. DE LA MOUREYRE
C.S.Sp. bishop of Mouila (Gabon) and Ir, PANNIER C.S.3p. Vicar
General of Pointe-~loire. The government was roprescnted by
Mr., Alphonse GANGOUE, lMinister of Agriculture,.
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from Erazzeville on

tho Popular Congo Republic,
DODuWQEQd which makes the
pLﬁKOUQ cohcornod. It has
whom there arc more than

sa. kilometres., The catholic
population numbers about 90 whom the ministry is agsured
by the presence of about 4u p 50 sisters and 7 brothers.
There are 19 parishds, , (SEMAIND)
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The diocegce of Fort-RH
December 21st 1950, is th
but at the same time it 1is
ministry difficult for the
apprﬂX1matcly 250,000 7ﬂhab
25,000 Pygmies and an area
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ANGOLA GOlden Jubilec of TFr. IESTERMANN
e

On the 28th of October this year, Tabher Charles Istermann
cclebrates the Golden Jubilec of his ordinmation.  The grcater
part of his 50 ycars of nriesthood were gpent in Angola, where he
arrived two ye cars after his ordinatior and where he bom lived up to
now, becoming "thc most noted ethnologist who has worked in
Angola.” (uduupl Viegag ~Guerrceiro).

His extraordinary gualitics as a missionary and a5 a scholar
were given full scope in thc vast and typical region of South—
West Angola: typical in ite countryside and in its inhhabitants,
it has today attracted WOL¢& attention »y a large projcct in
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connection with the river

Four years aftér his arrival, fr. ESTERMANN founded a new
mission, OMUPANDA, among the Cuahkamas, but he had to lcave it
after another four years To assume responsibiiity for direcving the
missicnary activity: in the whole. of. the. South-West, as Principal
Superior of Cuncnc and Vicar General of the ecclesiastical District
of Huila, " The differcent changes in tiocssan boundarics involved
a changc of bLt_CL £or hiw (Supcrior Prine. of Nuova Lisgboa, Vicar
Gencral of the dioccge of 82 de Bandeira) but no diminution of his
work or responsibilitics. ) ‘

This did no+ prevent him, however, frow continuing at the same
time with his aborlous scientific activity, which made him an
eminent authority on SV@Iythle coqcernjﬂg South West Angola.

He has -written over 100 books, of which the most ilumportant arc his
three volumes —~ "Ibthnography of South West Angola? He has collabor-
"ated as a corrcsponding member with several scientific organisat-—
ions, such as t'b Instituto de TInvestigagao Cientifica of ILisbon
and the Académic des Scicnces d'Oubtre-Mer of Paris.

The greaue t achicvement in Father ESTERMANN'S 50 years of
pW1esthood as certainly been the balance he has’ malpt 1hed befwecn
both his. missionary work-and his scientific activitics, harmonising
one with the .othcr, -to thc detriment of necither.

He holds the title of Officer of the Order of the Impire from
the Protuguese Government in recognition of his work as missionary
and cthnologist. From the French Government he holds the Order of
Chevalier du Wicham—-el-Anouar, as a tribute to the services he
has rendered in Angola to science and civilisation. eswe father
ESTERMANN, who put scicnce at the service of his evangelising
mission, knows very well that he will be we compenseﬂ also by God,
whosc light he has brought to the populations of Angola.

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVY

REUNION Jubilec of ilgr. DE LANGAVANT

Mgr., DE LANGAVANT C.S.Sp., former Bichop of La Réunion and
who is still 1n active scrvice 1n the dlocese, ceclcbrated his 50th
anniversary of ordination on »optodaol 2%2d. On that day, he
concelebrated a Thanksgiving Mass with his successgor, Mgr. GUIRIRT.
The following day, he concele br&tow lzss with Ir, RIGOLET, Princ-
ipal Superior of the District, On Jonoqv, 25%h, the pricsts of th
the Diocese hecld a cclebration at Saint-Denis. (CROIX SUD)

(FAPAVAURSAVREAVAVRVRDRDAACAFAVABAURVARAVAULIRDADR VAV

MAURITIUS Cercmony in horour of Tather LAVAL

On Sunday, 2nd July, a solcun Thanksgiving Mass was colc
at Saintc-Croix To cclchbratc the decrce erﬂLaimILHVthO‘xcroic
virtucs of Fathcr LAVAL. On Thursday, 2znd Jdunc, ab a cercemony in
the precence of the Sovereign DOHL]fL, the decrec was promulgated |
confirming that "the Scrvant of God, Jacques Db51vc LAVAL, Apostle
of the Island of Mauritius, prac ¢SOd christian virtucs to a
hcroic degrece during his life, The solemn Mass was concclcbrated
by Mgr. NAGAPEN, Administrator of the Dioccec, Fr. DITNER, Super-
ior. of the Spiritans in Mauritius, and I'r., Gerard BOWE C.5.S5p.
Parish Priest of Saintc-Croix and Vice-postulator of the cause of
Pr, TAVAL, Ir, BOWE gave the official sermon for the occasion.
He outlined how, throughout his l1ifc, and particularly his wission-
ary 1ife in Mauritius, Fr. LAVAL practised the virtues of faith,
hope and love of God and men, paticnce, pecnitence and devotion cte.
to an cmincnt degrec, Thesce are the heroic virtues which the
Church rccogniscs and officially proclaims. It is an important

~



stcp in the progress of the ¢
God to grant us, through th

of Mauritius, thc miraclcs n
venerated as Blessed, and th

¢ of Fr. LAVAL, We should pray
crcession of the grecat apostlce

sary Lo cnablc A“r to be officially
s nt. (VIE CATHOLIQUE)
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UGANDA Z2rd Symposium of Bishops frowm Africa and Madagascar

el

The %rd Symposium of

the Lpiscopal Conferences of Africa and
Madagascar (SECAM) was hc
LJ

d at thce Gaba Pastoral Institute,
Kampala, Uganda, from August 1% to 18. 1% had originally bccen
scheduled for Bujumbura, Zurundi, but this was not possiblc on
account of the sad cvents which took placc rccently there. There
was just onc singlc theme discusscd: the rolce of the laity in the
growth of the Church and the integral devclopment of Afrlca, a
follow—-up to the Pan-African Laity Scminar hbld in Accra, Ghana,
last ycar. 36 mombers represented the African hierarchy, and there
were 22 obscervers and 8 c¥perts.

he
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B

The Symposium opcned with a concclebrated lMass, on Sunday,

1%th August. Among thosc in atbtendance werc: General AMIN,
President of the Uganda Republic, Mgr, NSUBUGA, Archbishop of
Kampala, Mgr. GANTIN, Sccretary-ad]. of Propaganda Fide, and

Cardinal ZOUNGRANA, PP“SJ@ ent of thc Symposium. Mgr., Gantin

read a message sent by Cardinal VILLOT on bohalf of the Pope:s
",..The approach adopted by the African hicrarchy is an cxcmplary
one: first to listen to the lay pcoplc who arc working at all
levels in the Church, to sharc their reflcction, to gather up
their perplexities, their auostionings, their desires; and thon to
initiate -deeper study, draw.up guidc 11nos, cstablish prioritics -
while associating qualificd laymen and women with your own pastoral

rcflccection and planning...".

In the aftcrnoon, the asscmbly held two work scssiong devotbed
to internal problcms,

Monday morning was dcvotod to two scssions on Gencral Oricntatiors
followed by dlSCU,SlOﬂS. Then the participants divided up into
four groups: 2 Inglish-spcaking and 2 Trench-speaking. Two of the
groups proposcd that SECAM should seriously considecr thce possibil-
1ty of setting up onc or morc ccentres of higher ¢ +udiea that would
explorc the problem of the relationship between Chrigst anlky and
African culturc. - The findings would be then passcd on to STCAM
and would beccome a bacsis for pastoral activity. It would be
neccessary to note, however, that African culturc 1s far from being
uniform. It has many faccts, duc to gecographical, educational and
social diffcrcnces.

The afvernoon was btalken up with a paper by Dishop SIPENDT,
Bishop of Moshi(Kenya), on the training of the laity. Having stud-
icd the paper, the groups called for new means of training and fav-

ourced study groups, seminars and continuing formation ratlicr than
institutional and thcorctical training They strcesscd the import-

ant rolc playcd by mass wcdia and the tr ditional African mcans

of communication such as songs, storics, prove crbe and tribal ccre-
monics., The need for improved training of pricsts to make thenm
morc awarc of the csscential rolc of the laity was also stressod.

On Tucsday, 15th August, proclaimed a holiday by Frosident ANMI
72 concalctrants offered Mass at MAMUGONGO at the shrinc of the
Uganda lMartyrs, in the presence of 50,00C pcople,

Wednesday was devoted to a work session and discussions . on
relations between The different members within the Church, given
by Mr. R. RUCHARD, a Scnegalesc layman, and Madame XKUNAMBI, Tanzan-
lan mewber of Pariiament., Thursday was completely taken up with
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papers on consideration of Pan-African laity structurcs and
relations with other Christian Churches, Moslems and Animists.
Finally, on Friday, 18th August, the last day of the $ymposium,
the voting on the Final resolutions took placc, of which we quote
below the main points:-~

The Symposium approves, in principle, the proposals presented
by the Provisional Pan-African Committee regarding the sctting up
of Laity Structurcs at the Pan-African level, Morcover, 1t
endorses the work of the committec and requests it to appoint a
General Sccretary, have a permanent secrectariat, and thus work
towards the creation of an All-Africa Laity Councils The Symposium
counts on the collaboration of SECAM and that of the Provisgional
Committee in order to realise this project. |

To promote dialogue, the Symposium cxpressed thce wish that
NWational Councils of the ILaity, Pastoral Councils and Parochial
Councils should be set up as soon as possible, where they do not
alrecady cxist,...and that the laity be called to participatc on
a consultative basis in the work of the Presbyteral Councils and
the Episcopal Conferenccs. The Symposium recommends the partic—
"ipation of the laity in material and financial matters, c.gz. in
drawing up and supervising the budget.

With regard to promoting development in Africa which would be
truly African, the Symposium favours research in the fields of

African anthropology, sociology, traditional religions, rives and
cercmonics of African soclebtics,

‘Sti1ll with regard to the promoting of African wvalues, the
Symposium recomriends the use of mass media in the field of educat-
ion, a'permanent* cducation for adults and children,

With regard to the formation of the laity,which the Symposium
regards as a mabtter of priority, the following polnts arc stresscd:
Spiritual 1ifc, preparabtion for civil and political life, profess-
ional and technical training, rural development, literacy campaigns

" and mass cducation, The Symposium wishes that the btraining also
include the promotion of the ccumcnical spirit and knowledge of
Islam, cspeclally wherc Christians and Moslems live together,

On the subject of inJustices in the worlld, fthe delegates unan-
imously declared that thc Church in Africa nust attentively follow
the tragic cvents taking place there, defend the individual and
condemn wviolation of bagic human rights. On the other hand, the
majority of theé members fcolt that it is difficult for an asscmbly
such as SICAM to be informed cnough on the details and background
of a spcecific situation to be authorised to make a Jjudgcment and
to issuc an official public statement. The Symposium agreed to
set up a committce for African External Affairs which would study
individual cascs of injusticc and oppression in Africa.

New Permancnt Committec: Cardinal ZOUNGRANA (Ouagadougou,
Upper Volta) was re-cleebed for threc yecars as President of SECAM,
Mgr. John AMISSAH (Cape Coast, Ghana) was rc-clected IFirst Vice-
President and Mgr, Jcan ZOA (Yaoundé, Camcroong) Sccond Vice-Pres
ident. Bishop Leon LESAMBO (Inongo, Zaire) and Maurice OTUNGA
(Nairobhi) were clected as ncw members of the Permancnt Committec,

FINMITMNMNTIN PN MINPIN M MN MEN MM
NIGERIA District of Makurdi

The dioccesan paper, The Northern Cross, has appearcd again,
following four ycars in 'limbo'., Mr. R. JOLLY, a lay volunbary
worker, has acceptoed the post of editor and the first number promis-
es well, A Nigerian is being traincd at present, who will cvent-
ually take over as cditor,
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The liturgical commission Tor the Horth has been approved by
the Bishop, TIr, WYNNE C.8.3p. is the represcantative for tho
diocesc, A questionnaire was distribubed to all the pricsts
with a vicw to composing a Local Ritual., The Commission
circulated a document on the "traditional rcligious ministry in
Nigeria". Thec author compares the present catholic ministry
with certain typcs of traditicnal cults where a hicrarchy sccus
to exist and which fthe Church could copy.

Tr, Denis CARTWRIGHT C.5.3p. has translated into Tiv the

sacramental rites, some praycrs and the Sunday readings., He is
also giving a languagc 1nitiation coursc to new-comers, Fathers
and Sisters and, from timc to time, to veteran missionaries who

can sparo thc time.
PAVRGAPAPVAPAVAVRPACADAPREBAPADRPAVEVACRPIVEUADPRUAVIPAVECREAVIDIPAVIVIPAVECRPAPAEAVRVAL]

TANZANTA ‘ In the scrvicce of Devclopment

Fr. Anthony BYRNL C.S5.8p. arrived in Moshi on Junc 18th to
help nlb% and co-ordinatc the development plans for the diocesc,
"He was in touch . with thce civic and religious authoritics; he
visited narishc and various works, studying on the spot the
various projccts under way and dlscusswnﬂ thosc envisaged for the
future, ultn both ccclesiastical personnel, mcembers of the parish
council and other reprcsentatives. On the 1st August, ke helid a
scminar in thc Community Hall at-Moshi, and-therc hce recad a rcport
on his findings for verification:and completion. On the 6Th, he
left for the diocese of Tanga;

The National Committec of Catechetics, Together with the
Dircctors of the Catochotical CGlt“CS of Tdnzapla, organiscd ‘a
seminar which was held at Morogoro from the 25th To the 27th
Septomber, to precparc on a national scalc for the Intcrnational
Congress of Catechetics which has becen planncd Zorn 19735 by the
Episcopgl Councils of Kenya, Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia

(AMECTA)
nnnnnnnnnnnnoannnnmnannnn

MADAGASCAR Towards a National Synod

On the occasion of the ordination of Mgr. RAKOTONDRAVAHATRA

as Bighop of Thosy,on July 2nd last, thc 10 bichops present
decided to hold an OXLTaO”QlQaT“ meesing in view of the particular
circumstances alb prescnt affe M ascar, lLach dioccse

would be reprcsented, not only hop, but by a prics
elected by his confrercs, an or R bister and represcntat-
ives of the Bcnior dpominary., ' Otlng was oponed on the
26th July at Tananarive and- therc

<

he re-organisation of the

The most urgent problem was tha T
i s had submitted proposals
4

T

Senior Seminary Professors and pu
regarding the fU ure ol the cesvabli - A decision was made
~that the Seminary, which was in the carc of thﬂ esult Iathers
would in futurc be under the direction of the diocesan clcr”“.
Other problems dcalt with at the meeting werc: tcaching and
catholic schools 1n the present contex:, the place and role of
he laity in the Church teday, problems of pricsts and Sisters.,.

It was pcrhaps duc to Tthe very fact that no-one had time to
oerlously preparce for this mectilng that, paradoxically, it was a
guccess! - cveryone strongly feeling the nced to listen to the
others, and the bishops werc the first to give the example - they
listened. As completce liberty was cxtended to cveryone present,
1deas, criticisms ctc, were not lacking. The main result was
that, faced with the vastness of the subjects discussed, 11
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realised the necessity of calling a national synod, which would
be prepared for by i;'ccsfn zynods. Thwus, the Catholic Church
in Madagascar has firmly opbted for romcwal, a rencwal which 1s
fclt by meny to be indispens ble for a long time now, and which
the changes affccting the Great Igland make all the morc urgent,
(LUNIERE) - VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVY

SOUTH AFRICA Difficultice in the Apostolate

The Ageney KIPA has scnt a circular letter written by the
General Sceretary of the Dpiscopal Council of the Republic of
South Africa to all the bi ishops and rnllg»ovs superiors of the
country. The tcext speaks of the astonishing discrimination
which affects both 1qv and rcligious cathollcs, cnacted by both
administrative and government authorities

"The Gencral Secrctary," writcs KIPA, "dcclares that in recent
months there have been many rovoallqg facts regarding pressurcs
exercised on the activitics of the Catholic Church. Thus,

the immigration department makes ncover-ending difficultics for
religious wishing to obtain a visa for a stay of indcfinite length,
~in order to diminish the Catholic Peril - het Roowsc Gevaar, as

it 1s called., The application of these rules depend on the
pCcrsons COUC”PHC@, the place to where they are going and their
professional gualifications. qurt from tecachers and nursces,

the Sisters have 1little chance of obtaining a visa, Pricsts

“have to wait for four years bceforc being able to make an applic-
ation for rosidence and their chances depend almost entirely on
the place. In cortain regions of WATAL and in the Horth and
North-Fast of TRANSVAAL where cavholics arc SLquCt cach applic-
ation ig subjected to a thorough examination. Bwbvv ciffort is
made to provce that thce applicant has comunistic tendencics.

"The same problcm is to be found with regard to worir, There are
cascg where vacancics have been refused to catholic nurscs (not
necessarily Sisters) in State hospitals, In UOTU%—Irqgnvaal3
the health scrvices have rof

South Africa and the post was given to a non-catholic immigrant.

Therc is an cven more zrave accugation which the letter mentions

namely the reeent stand talken by the Reform Church Synog against
.

catholic hospilitals aud ou¢cr institutions. H&s ccumcnism been
left behind in South Africa?

o
fused to engage a Sister born in
S

The newspaper Southern Cress, also, romarks that attacks against
pcople who are opposcd to toe ﬁOVCIE@C”t g stand on apaztbelu scen
to be deliberavely ignored by The police and the courts.

CAMERCONS Mational Counci
d at Youndé from 11th to 14th

At their annual conflfercnce hel
April, 1972, the bishops of the Camerocons decided to create a
National Council of the Laity. Conscquently, Mgr, Jean Z0A,
President of the UOmmlSFLO Tor the Apostolate of the Laity,
held a meceving of priecsts and religious and roskopﬂ*UTO laity
regarding the construction of tho Council. To this dscombly he
presented a project which had alrcady bcocen scen by the bishops.
The projcet wags approved and the esscmbly decided to croct a
provigional ofificc until Tthe National Council is complotc, This
officc is responsible for contacting the Council of the Laity
in Rome, to inform thosc interested on what is happening and on
the restlte of bhis firs®t meebir ng. '
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Ordination of Permanent Diaconates

Recently three new deacons were ordained in the presence of
Mgr. Thomas MONGO, Bishop of DOULLA, by Mgr. Simon TONYE, his
Coadjutor. In fact, the Bishop of Douala and his Coadjutor
seem decidecd to qpp01 nt more and more deacons and they intend
to place onc in cach parish. There is at present a total of
ten permanent dcacons in the dlocesc. The parish priests in
these parishes scem to be very satisfied with thelr scrvices.
The main difficulty ariscs frow the fact that deacons have a
profession also, but they are beginning to find thelir own place,
as it were, between the parish priecst and his parishioncrs.

0000000000000000000000000000
WEST AFRICA Regional Bilshops Association
Just as the Inglish-specakling countries of East Africa have
their own regional Bishops' Association - AMECEL - so Inglish-
speaking Wcst Africa has now got together on a rcgional basis,
with four countries - Ghana, Liberia, Sierra Lecone and Gambia -
forming a regional 3ishops' Association, with a total of 14

ecclesiastical circumscriptions. Nigeria, which -has 26 con-
scriptions, 1ig not, at least for thc present, =2 member of the
organisation, The President of the Association is Mgr. Francis

CARROLL, Vicar Apostolic of Monrovia and pro-nuncio to Iibecria,
Fr. P. BURKE of Liberia is secrctary and I'r. P. VAN DE LAAR of
Kumasi (Ghana) 1s assistant secrectary. (I"IDES)

000000000000000
Mecting of Sccrotariat for Non-Christians

The secretariat for non-christiens organised a study mecting
which was 'held from 29th to 3lst Lugust, on the "impact of
civilisation and modcrn culture on religious life in Africa,”
especlally in thc urban zoncs and the university miliecu. The
Sccretariat had asked that cach of the African Fpiscopal Confer-
ences appoint somcounc to maintain liaison with Rome and preparc
a report on the rcligious implication of proscent-day changes in
African socicty. '

The discussions and the ge

ncral conclusion dealt with the
discovery of thc traditional rcligions, the phenomenon that
religious attitudes, apparcntly contrad'ctory, can bc found in
one¢ and the same person, the efforts being made to promote
African’ values, Church bLato relations in the African countries,
christianity in rclation to socio-political problems, the role
of the laity in the dialogue with unbclievers, the importance of
the urban apostolatc, and thc need for an overall pastoral plan
The Secrectariat will publish shortly the reports presented at

Abidjan, with rccommendations made to the Episcopal Conferences
and to the Congrcgation for the Evangclisation of Peoples,
Though unbelicvers may be rcelatively few in Africa, there is a

ertain athcism creoping in, bascd on material prosperity.
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REUNTION Urcmployment among Youth

The mecst worrying aspect of unemployment in Reunion is that it
affcets cspecially the young people. A recent report showed that
5“% of those applying for Jobs woerc under 25 yecars of age and that

47% of the under 20s werce either partially or totally unemployoed

A

or were not looking for work. L large number of them leave
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school knowing Jjust how to rcad and writc, and at most look for
manual work, These young pcople who have gone through school
without getting very much benefit from it, have becomec awarc of
the existence of aspirations, rights, noeds pleasurcs etc.

which othcrs, morc fortunatc than’ thoy, ﬂd the mcans to .satisfy.
They have a verv strong. sensc of 1n3ustlc@ regarding the fact that
they are condomned to be the spectators in an evolution which offers
more and morc luxurics but which they would ncver be able to-
acquirc, as thcir work would ncver make it financially p0551b1b.
In spltn of em;gratlon, birth control, better schoollng ctes
there will be a-growing numbcr of youth without work in the

coming years. On the most favourable hypotheésis, Reunion will
have 480,000 inhabitants by 1975, 521,000 by 1980 and 564,000 by
1985,  There will be morc than 100,000 jobs to crcate! If the
situation continucs as 1t is progressing now, it is probablc that
the young will no longer remain simply passive. Having nothing
to lose, they will be rcady for any adventure. (Croix-SUD)

BRAZTIL Pope'S Message to the Brazilians

On the occasion of the 150th Anniversary of Brazil's indepcnd-
ence, a message was sent by the Holy Father, from which we quotce
the following passage: : -

"The event which is commcmorated today is not something that
Jjust happcned once for all and is now finished with, It is a
continual growing,,an on-going process which. is worked out from
one day to thc next. In this vital growth all concerned have
their part to play, among them the children of the Church, since
it is part of our fidclity to God that we should contribute to
the indispensable progress of men 1n the grace and knowledge of
Jesus Chriet,.

"Brazil has rocoived the gift of falth and has becomec the cradle
of a ncw pecople of God. Byt faith, which illuminates cverything
with a ncw light and makecs known God's Will regarding the integral
vocation of man, is a commitmont, both for individuals. and for
groups alike: a commitment to ovorythlng ordained by God, bring-
ing with it a rcal sense of rcsponsibility, inspirecd by charlty‘
and the will to co-opcrate towards thc common good, soeklng always
and in everything, tho justicec of the Kﬂngdom of God

"This should bc rcflected in individual bechaviour and in social
~lifc, in the sanctity of the family and in united effort towards
_promoting collective order and progress to overcome want and to
rcalise morc and morc a fraternal cquality among all members of
the community, thanks to a general partlclpatlon in all the rlghts
and responsibilitics of its citizcns."
(08 .ROM .)

_ On the occasion of the 25th Mission Week held in BURGOS from
the 7th to the 11th August 1972, Mgr. B. GANTIN paid a moving
tribute to lMgr. TCHIDIMBO, adding: "We can imagine only too well
what suffering he must be underg olag at the prescnt time, in

“ darkness and in silence." : ,

The Secretary-adj. of Propaganda Fide continued:,"Will~churches
in the West have sufficient debachment to be ablc to acecept the :
particular characteristic slant which the Young Churches put on-
theology and liturgy? : : :

"This. is a question wn¢ch is worrying the Church in Afrlcﬂ.
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The 1ist of confrercs who have dicd since the publication of our
last issue (Junc 1972, No. 29) appecars in the General Bulletin
. No. 764, July-iugust 1972. To this list, we add the following:

- Brother Jakobus HUTHMACHER, of the District of Bethlchen, died
in Bethlehem on August 25th 1972, at thc age of 87. He had bhecn
professed for &5 ycars.

- Brather Sylvestre CRIBIER, of the Province of France, dicd at
Chevilly on September 30th 1972, at thc age of 66. He had been
professed for 41 ycars. , '

e o et o o R R S e i e b e Bl

continued from p.ll-'

"One of the points on which co-operation between the local churches
and the missionarics becomes difficult secms to be this., Thc most
subtle form of imperialism is when the forcigners desirc to plan
and exccutc the pastoral practice of the local church instcad of
leaving all this to the legitimate responsibility of the Africans
themselves. _

"The Africans arc hoping for helpers who will remain at their
posts, who will tcach the pcople to love and not To uselessly
opposc the responsible African clergy, who will be prepared to
adapt the theological trends of thcir country of origin and who .
will humbly devote themsclves to sceking a theological approach,
a catcechism, and a liturgy appropriate to Africa.

"Today,; the rcligious institutions arc rcncwing themselves by
a return to thcir sources - the Spirit of their Founders and the
Gospel. This should help to open them up also to the new attit-
udes they should adopt today in rclation to the coming-of-zge of
the local churches. This is the most important way in which
their communion with the local church can be rcalised.”
0000000000000000000000000V000
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The following passage is reproduced fron an address .given by -
the missionary-anthropologist W, REYBURN at the Driebergen Confer-
ence (Aug 19-23%):- ‘

"Missionaries have taken pains to establish the fact that they
are not attempting to impart their national backgrounds be these
British, American, Belgian etc. However, is it really relevant any
longer? If all Westerners live largely under the presuppositions of
the technological society and the world market economy, what diff-
- erence does i1t make if the brand is British, French, German, Japan-
" ese, Russian, Chinese or American? Is it at all realistic that
missionaries from the West could convince Hindus in India that they
are in India to bring a spiritual way of 1ife? Not according to
many Hindus. Does the personal devotional 1life of the average
Christian churchman or missionary impress people in the East? It
is most doubtful, Do most Christians concerned with the commun-
ication of God's love in Christ whether in the West or the East
share their faith with non-Christian friends at the request of the
latter? " I doubt it very much. Do foreign missionaries in Africa,
or Latin America live in such a style of 1ife that nationals in
those continents could gain from them only spiritual advantages?

I don't see much evidence for this. The advantages are nearly alw-
ays opportunities to Jjoin the technological society or to win some
used products of the market economy.",..,. : : Co

) - (SEDOS Bulletin No. 25)
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