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~~ cssP - NEWSLETTER - CSSP 
Congregazione dello Spirito Santo Clivo di Cinna, 195 - 00136 Roma 

DECEMBER 1972 

NEl.lfS FROM ROME: 

GENERALATE: •• ,, l ••• , •• • ....... -. ................... ..... . 
' I 

PROVINCES AND DISTRICTS! France, Ireland, Alge~ia, 
Ontario, Guadeloupe,Congo, 
Trinidad, Central Brazil, 
Bangui, Angola. 

,. 
MISSIONARY NEWS~ · Tanzania, O.P.M., Cameroons, Zaire, 

M .E .P •• 
OUR DEAD : • • • '. '~ • i 1 

• • : 4" • • r • • !• • • '_. ! ~ : a; • • • • • • 

Acts of the Holy See 

On July 4, 1972. His Holiness Pope Paul VI 
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accepted the resignation, for reasons of health, of the Most 
Reverend Henri Marie VARIN DE LA BRUNELIERE, S.S.Sp., Archbishop 
of F rt-de-France (Martinique), and 

appointed the Most Revereh~ M.urice MARIE~SAINTE, Titular 
Bishop of Sicilibba, as Archbishop of Fort-de-France. 

The Most Reverend VARIN DE LA BRUNELIERE was born in the 
Diocese of Coutances on December 24, 1900, and was ordained 
priest On October 28th, 1925. He ,was consecrated Bishop on 21st 
January, 1942, and became Metropolitan on 26th September, 1967, 
with the Dioceses of Basse-Terre (Guadeloupe) and Cayenne (French 
Guiana) as suffragan sees. He spent more than 30 years at the 
head of his diocese, and has left it in a very flourishing situa-
tion, thanks to his untiring zeal. Actually, of the 340,000 in-
habitants of the Archdiocese of Fort-de-France, 300,000 are · 
Catholic. There are 118 Priests of whom 53 are Diocesan; these 
are aided by 246 Nuns from various institutes. Numerous charit-
able and social works are well-established. · 

The Most Reverend Maurice MARIE-SAINTE, born on 4th January, 
1928, at Balata (Martinique) was ordained Priest in 1955 and 
Bishop in 1968. He was a student at ·the Pontifical Urban College 
in Rome and received his degree in Theology and Canon Law. He 
returned to Martinique in 1959 and se.rved as a school chaplain, 
director of minor seminarians and of the work for vocations, and 
finally as Vi.car General, before his appointment as Auxiliary 
Bishop. 

£o~g~e9agi~n=N~w~ 
Appointments by the Generalate 

- Father Albert THIELMEIER: Provincial of Germany, second term 
of 3 years beginning on 15th October. (27-X-72) 

- Father Joseph VAN ROY: · Principal Superior of Amazonie. (21-X-72) 
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Father Gerhard STEFFEN: Principal Superior of Be~-;hlchem" 

( 17--XI.--'?2) 
Father Jean EON: Principal Superior of Mauritius with effec t 
from 31st December, 1972, (25-XI-72) 
Father An:coine RUSCHER: Principal Superior of Mart:L·oiqus 1 

second term of three years with effect :from 23rd Nover!1be1· ,. 

Father Bernard RENIERS: Principal Superior 
effect from 31st December, 1972, (28-XI-72) 

- -~ - . ..,... .....: ·- ·-: 

of 
( ")C.. 
\ ~--

Re1_n; im:::, "•, 

NOTE: \fa learn that Fathe.r J:o.se_ph KELLY,. of ,i:he D,i.s_;;:r:~(J cf 
Kilimanjaro, has been appointed Secretarv of AM3CEA (ti~0Gb 7 ~•-0f 
the Episcopal Conference_s of East Africa) 

HHHHHHHHHHHHHH 

FRANCE Meetings in Chevilly. 
This year the Recollection ct Chevilly was att~nded -by a gr o up 

of approximately 50 Fathers, Brothers and Sisters (about 20 more 
than lGst year) meeti:'.J.g :cor _co_mm_u,n_al r.e_fl_cx_i_o_n_ on. our apord;olic 
life, in a clirria.te· ·o·f prayer and real fraternity 1 About ten c,f' 
those ·present came from other Provinces, or were natives of our 
mission territories. All age groups were represented - froE 37 
up to 67 years. 

Between the 2nd and the 5th August, 175 Spiritan missionaries 
who were on l·eav-e, · attended a three day meeting at Chevilly tc 
share experiences and to see what thev could learn. Tho Bu:r·sc:1.r 
had to work wonders to house everybody. We would have liked tJ 
have mo~e contact with the Spiritans working in tho P~ovinc e; and 
they too would have enjoyed being once again amongst those penple 
with whom they once spent 8 or 10 years, before their mission 
assignments scattered them to all the corners of the globs, To 
do this we would have had to set up a camping site. Pcrhc:rps 
next year, in spite of the difficulties, we will be able ~o t r e2t 
this congress more as a Province/District meeting. • 

From the 6th to the 12th August, in order that tho missioneries 
on leave who were ta~ing part in the congress mentioned above, 
might be.able to do their retreat, the team directing tho Ro ccllGc-
t;ion organised 6 days of spiritual r enewal for thom. Sovcnt;:r 
Spiritans - Fathers.and Brothers - took part, along with 21 
Spiritan Sisters. The atmosphere there was very friendly and fer 
many this was their introduction to shared meditation on the 
Gospel, and to a more animated celebration of the Office ant the 
Eucharist~ Through prayer and reflection, and the cff0rt in 
common to formulate value judgements, many came to see just what 
a true apostolic team could and should be. 

IRELAND Survey concerning a nHouso of Prayor 11
, 

Under the heading PRL.YER, Proposition 25 of tho documents of 
the Provincial Chapter of Ireland 1970 had tho following: 
rr,_:-1:bc P::c·ovincial Council should invos·tigate the possible ~lumand for 
and practical implications of a separate community for 2piritans 
who have completed a period of active apostolato and wish for o 
gr0ater opportunity for prayer than is normally available in the 
active mission 11

• 

As the next Chapter is only 8 months away, it is time to se~ 
about making this enquiry. 

_ We imagine what is involved is asking all Irish C,S.Sp a on· 
o.ctive s0rvico if anyone would like to see o. House of Prayer set 
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up in Ireland and would furthermore like the opportunity to avail 
of tho iacilities it•could afford him. 

\1Jhat is ·a · 'House of" Prayer'? The idea is more familiar on the 
far side of the Atlantic, thougt there are one of two such hduses 
in England.and in Ireland. Briefly the proposal involves the 
establishment within an active Congregation of a house where its 
members might withdraw whenever they require a period of spiritual 
rehabilitation • . This house would be, in tho words of Bernard 
Haring C.SS~R: 11 a centre of contemplation . and meditG.tion, and also 
a centre.for earnest study of Theology. It should be a real 
community, a ·school of fraternal love - for those go hand in hand 
togother 11 • Another writer says: 11 It is not meant to be a haven 
fo~ escapees who wnnt to get away from their present life and 
obliga~ions; nor is it looked on as a time of rest and ease •••• 
It will b _e n time of hard work, studying, reading and praying." 

The House of Prayer project bristles with difficulties, bµt 
tho pr6ctic61 problems can be faced if the idea itself is accept-
able. What is involved is a positi~e practical attempt to re-
emphasize or restore contemplative values to the Church in gen-
general, and to apostolic communities in particular, according to 
the ideal expressed in the documents of Vatican II: "to combine 
contemplation with apostolic love" (P.C.5) - (IRISH NEWSLETTER, 

Nov.72) 
Tiuring his recent visit to the United Statest the Superior 

General stayed with the Iris~ Spiritan Community in Long Island 
bity, and met several Fathers working in the New York area. He 
recommended the opening of regional communities to which all the 
Fathers would be connected. 

ALGERIA The Community ·of Misserghin 
The Community of Misserghin is composed of 3 Fathers, 3 Broth-

ers and one Scolastic. The nEnlargea. communi tyrr includes also 2 
Algerians, 2 Syrians, 1 Eg;yptian, '1 _ Pi:ilestinian and others~ In all 
there are 28 people pursuing a common goal - the educ~tion of 230 
adolescents, between '14 and '18 years of age, who are being pre-
pared to take on an active role in the agricultural and industrial 
development of their country. The work is conceived 'as a common 
effort in order to render a necessary·service to young people who 
are for the most part poor, and who have been unable to find 
places in the already over-crowded public schools. This is an im-
portant service also to the country as a whole - which shows an 
increasingly keen desire for economic, social and abova all human 
development. With this in view, there is an effort to provide a 
genuin~ example of fraternal life, respecting tho personality ~nd 
competence of each one. The Spiritans aro now no longer "boss 11 

nor even nemployor" but simply 11 pormanently attached.ti and in this 
capacity they take thoir share of tho rospon~ibility ••• 

This sharing by others in ordinary ad.ministration doos not at 
all mean that onr specivic Spiritan contribution is suppressed. 
On the contrary it calls for a genuine life of poverty, charity 
and union with ~od. The constant presence of Mohammedans & of non-
practising Catholics is a challange to our Christian conviction. 
We are a small group of Christians who come together to ieflect in 
common on the gospel and to celebrate the Eucharist. We feel a 
real need for the practice of common prayer, because ' in Muslim 
countries, prayer above all is the sign of a truly holy life. 

Though we do not try to proselytise and cannot preach Jesus 
Christ, there is nothing to prevent us from proclaiming the Beati-
tudes, from bearing witness to the new Kingdom, in the midst of a' 
people whose religion is still practically at the Old Testament 
stage. Secure in the liberty of the children of God, we can face 
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all kinds Qf pressure, or simply live in joy and harmony, i n teg -
iating re1igi6us and modern life, in the midst of young people 
who are tempted to reject God and his revelation, because of the 
effect on them of this turbulant industrial civiliz~tion, which is 
over-running Algeria at vertiginous sp~~d. 

Misserghin does not rank very high in the Congregation's priori-
ties. The very existance of our work here, and the course this 
work has taken are both more the result of chance rather than of 
any preestablished plan-. We are well aware of this, but_ not at all 
disturbed by it. On the contrary, with the good work of our 
colleagues particularly those from Mauritania, surely thi s is a 
summons to us to open up dialogu~ with our Mohammedan brothers? 
The Congregation by allowing our ~onfreres to take 2 y ears of lit-
erary Arabic at Algiers, has shown that it realises the importance 
of this and we are very much encouraged by this move. Already 
three of our confreres have followed this course - Fathe r Guy 
DANIEL and Father Bernard PELLETIER for Mauritania, and Father 
Raymond CONNET for Misserghin ... .(SPIRITAN in 1972, 159 B.) 
ONTARIO A NEW MISSIONARY PROJECT 

An important meeting took place in the diocese of Calgary 
(Alberta) between Most Rev.P.O'Byrne, Bishop of Calgary, Very Rev. 
Fr .• L'ecuyer, Superior General , Fr .Michael Doyle, Principal Superior 
of Ontario and Fr.Patrick O'Donoghue. The discussion concerned 
different aspects of a missionary project to be operated in common 
by the diocese of Calgary and the Congrega tion. 

Focus of this project would be the Diocese of Chikwawa, in 
Malawi. Personnel would initially consist of two Irish C.S.Sp. 
presently working in the Calgary diocese. These two confreres 
would be assigned to work on the mission in Malawi, and two other 
Irish C.S,Sp. would fill the vacancies left in Calgary. 'Mission 
Animator' for the Calgary Diocese, a CSSP would act as quasi execu-
tive director of the Calgary Mission Board. All financing of the 
project would be the r esponsibility of the Diocese of Calgary, 
throri~h its Mission Board. 

The Superior General agreed in principle with the Joint Mission-
ary Proj ec t and requested that the Motherhouse in Rome be kept in-
formed of developments. 
- Fathers P.O'Donoghue and L.Cnssidy~ (both now in the Calgary 
Diocese) have volunteered to go to Malawi on the Project. 
GUAD.L\.LOUPE QUARTERLY MEETING 

At the District Chapter the decision was taken to hold a general 
meeting every quarter, and so almost all the confreres came 
together in Massabielle on October 30th. The topic for discussion 
was _rtOur Regional Communities 11

• Fr.J.Pedrono, Principal Superior, 
explained the necessity of these communities, and suggested that 
they be set up right away. .Duri·ng the prec eding weeks eae,h one had. 
been asked his opinion, by means of a written c.onsultation, and 
the gene r a l point of view was in favour of regrouping on a geog-
raphical basis. · 

The Principal Superior writes, 11 Indeed these communities are 
much l es s complicated, now that we a re regrouping by regions ~ so 
the meetings are less frequent and compnritively short. ObviousJy 
at the beginning there will be much experimentation and until each · 
group achieves the right spirit to animate the meetings ond en-
courage a genuine sharing of everything concerned with our . relig-
ious apostolate. But if we are convinced of the necessity for these 
communities and if we decide to make the effort for them to become 
living and effective, then we too will achieve the same positive 
r esult as seen elsewhere rt . (SPIRITJi.INS EN GUf.DELOUPE, No. 3 , 18-XI-72) 
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TRINIDAD: CRARISM.l\.TIC PRAYER GROUPS (PENTECOS~AL) 

Since last year two catholic prayer-groups have sprung up 
spontaneously in Trinidad. The mo~ement makes steady progress, 
despite the understandable distrust engendered by the traditional 
fanatical emotionalism of the pentecostal movement in non-Catholic 
c~rcles in Latin America. This excessive emoti~nalism does not 
characterize ,the two groups c.mong the Catholics _in Trinidad, due, 
no doubt, to the interest taken in them by a Holy Ghost Fa th er, 
Father Claude Montes de Oca, who is quit e aw~re of the dangers of 
sensationalism, Father de Oca is impressed by the spirit of 
prayer,, love of the Scriptures, and charity of the members. 

It is interesting to note that the 1972 Congress in Notre 
Dame, USL., brought together 7 Bishops, 400 Priests, and 12 000 
laity interested in this movement for charismatic renewal. ' 

Recommended reaQ.ing: ''The Pente costal Movement in the C;atholic 
Church 11

, by F.r.E.O'Connor; 11 Catholic Pentecostals 11 by K.&R .. 
Ranaghan; 11 The Pent e costal Movement II by F .A .Sulli ven S. J. , 
(Gregorianum No~ 53/2. 1972); Clergy Review 1972, March €: October: 
a rticles on Shared Prayer and on The Holy Spirit in Churches today. 
CENTRAL BRaZIL DISTRICT NEWS 
I) Urbah Pastoral Work. 
- Th~ Student centre of Brasilia cohsists of two buildings, one 
for boys and one for girls. Fr .An-t:;onio GRUYTERS is interested in 
the pastoral possibilities there~ 
- Ceilandia: is a satellite city about 30 km from Braislia, and 
has ~bout ?0,000 inhabitants. Fr.Angelo lives there and is assis-
ted by Father P.GRUYTERS and a young girl, officially appointed to 
this work by the Archbishop. 
- Planning of parishes at Belo Horizonte: Fr.Henrique GERAEDTS is 
making great efforts here to have the Church present in every 
corner of this vast a rea. 
- Colleges: The Spiritan team are checking the possibility of 
starting colleges and other establishments at Belo Horizonte and 
at CONSEILHEIRO Pen~~ In Itauna the comprehensive school (incl. 
Kindergarten, Primary, College and Teachers' Training scnool) 
co~plies with the recent legislation on sch6ols. It is hoped that 
this fine centre Will serve the whole region. 
- Suburbs:- Father Bernardo RUTTEN and Fr.Giovanni VAN DE Lil.AR are 
starting Chri.stian Communities in the areas around the town of 
Itauna. 
- Care of the family: At Governer Valandares a new method is being 
tried out for premarriage guidance. Once a month those prepa ring 
for marriage meet for a whole Sunday in the Junior Seminary. 
2) Rural Pastoral Work. 
- Training of Leaders: Fr.Mario CLEMENTE and the team from Conseil-
heiro Reno are trying to form local leaders. This is a very im-
portant task, now that we h a ve closed down the seminaries. 
- Human Development: Fr.Godefredo VAN DE LOOY has had running 
water installed in 120 houses at Alvarenga. The maternity clinic 
at Divinolandia has a new hospital extension, with a· permanent 
doctor. 
- Exchange of experi ences and texts: A commission has been set up 
to promot e exchanges in the sphere of liturgical celebrations, 
catechist~ aid~ etc .. 
3) Districts. 
- -·General meetings between Distrlcts are necessary to promote more 
effective collaboration, while theynlso promote a spirit of under-
standing and friendship. The other Districts have been a sked to 
furnish a list of their personnel. 
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- Two Irish Confreres have started work in the diocese of Now 
Iguac;u, a satellite town of Rio de Janeiro. 
CONGO CONTINUE]) FORMATION OF THE CLERGY 

Back from the holidays, the Professors of the Libermann 
Seminary in Brazzaville are together once again and meetings are 
being hold. We are delighted to welcome Fr.Jean-Claude PARIAT, 
replacing Fr.BREMOND who retired for health reasons. Lt present 
we are trying to arrange the 1972-73 programme for tho on-going 
education of clergy. This is what we propose: 
1) A three day session in each of the throe dioceses of the Congo 
dealing with the theme - Christian Ministry and Community. 
2) Monthly morning sessions at the Senior Seminary of Brazzaville, 
also on the theme of the Christian community. 3) Meetings outside 
Brazzaville (at Pointe-Noire, Fort-Roussot, the rural deaneries); 
as far as is possible tho subject of the Christian Community would 
be treated. The Professors of tho Seminary are willing to take an 
active part in these meetings (Fr.B.TENAILLELU) 
CENTR!i.L i~FRICL. THE Ml~RTIN LUTHER KING HOUSE 

In our No.25 (Feb.1972 p.6) we mentioned tho setting up of a 
Centre of Rural Lnimation by Most Rev.L.Maanicus,C.S.Sp. Bishop 
of Bangassou. This centre carries on its work of providing 
various kinds of training for the peasant population of Mbomoi and 
of Kotto. On the 23rd and 24th September last, a meeting in this 
House was attended by 13 local leaders (aale and female) of tho 
region, where they visit the villages for weeks on end. In order 
to enlighten and sustain the work of those village pooplo, the 
leaders need elaborate training, and they wish.to learn more 
o.bout all forms of development - habitat, hygiene, sewing for women, 
literacy, education through cooperatives, through the usci of the 
radio, etc.. They themselves said after these days of ~ork: 
111-:.Je want very much to reflect on the mutual understanding which 
should exist between us and the villagers. We want to learn diff-
erent trades so as to help these people; during our meetings we 
want to win the heart of these people. 11 They have also decided to 
meet in Kerbo in January, then in March or June and in September 
1973 for solid eight-day sessions of training. Thore is no doubt 
but that they are doing their utmost for the promotion of their 
villages and their district. (SEl"L'.i.INE, 5-XI-72) 
ANGOL.li. CHAPTER OF THE THREE DISTRICTS 

On tbo invitation of tbe throe Principal Superiors, Fr.Houdijk, 
General ~ssistant, attended tho joint Chapter of tho three dist-
ricts of :.flgola. 

Proparo.tion for th2 Chapter was carried out at regional meet~_ 
. . d f . t' TI 11 . . . d t . ings over a perio o six mon ns. .J::lr. erissimo organise , s ·imu-
lated and dir6cted these discussions~ 1he results of this pre-
paratory work, in which all the confreres took part, are presented 
in a booklet rro Pao da Vontado do Deusn,which was accepted as the 
basic document of the Chapter. The prepa~atory commission also 
presented a project of Chapter Rogulations, which was adopted by 
the assembly. 

The following word invited: a representative for the Genero.l 
Ldministration, the Provincial of Portugal, the Provincial Secret-
ary for tho missions (Fr.Verissimo) and tho Director of the Senior 
Scolasticate of tho Province. Representatives from the other 
Provinces, having more than 10 missionaries in Angola, were also 
invited. The Dutch Province requested Fr.Houdijk to represent 
thorn, as well as the Generalo.te, but the French Province was un-
able to send anyone. 
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- ... Tho Ohaptor bogan with a 3 day rotrcat gi von by Fr .fl ~GONCI'i.LVES, 

Dir~ctor of Carcavolos. Anqthor throe conferences were- included 
in tho -Chapter Programme, _one on ecumenism, by Mgr. Rov~ENRICO, 

-Bishop of sa ~do Bandei~a; a second_ on the training of catechists, 
by _Fr.Jos6 RIECKENBACH, one of: the Salottc missionaries; and 
finally a· third - on th~ Community movomont in Third World Churches, 
by Fr.Houdijk~ Fr. Acclino COST."\. had boon asked to speak. on Urban 
Pastoral work, bµt ho was unable to bo present and sent pap9r 
on avangelisation in dopthi and -on the mission in tho urban agglom-
erations in Lngolo. 

Tho Chapter was hold in Nova Lisbon in tho spacious Holy Ghost 
College, which hhs only recently boon built and is situated close 
~y so a certain number of capitulants woro able to lodge here. In all ·there were" 43 -c2pi tulnrios of t:1hom 3 ox 1,f ficio, 36 delegates 
and 4 observers who were given all the rights of capitulants. 

On the first day the 3 moderators were elected and tho fo}low-
ing 5 commissions were set up: organisation and Community, - · 
Catechists and Training of Catechists, Evangolisation and Develop-
ment, Spiritan Formation including the project of an nngolan 
Province and finally structures of collaboration. 

Special attention ·was given to the following points: 
lo~alisati6n of the dhurch and its incarnation in a particular 
culture, specialisation by some confreres, community and regional 
meetings, the role of Principal Superior as animator, joint 
pastoral work and dialogue with Protestants. At District level~ 
distinction was made between an executive and a plenary couhoil. 
To promote collaboration between the three Districts a formula· - - • 
was adopted -for the training of aspirants to the Congregationi 
recruitment, hostel for boys attending the college, novitiate and 
higher studies .. As regards these last two phases we are still at 
the research stage. The next inter-District chapter will take 
place in six years. · 

Some topics aroused lively discussion - among them: the term of 
office of - local superiors; pastoral work connected with justice and 
human development, collaboration With the local clergy, and the 
co:mp_etence of the Congregation at the pastoral level • 

.A project for missionary activity was accepted as giving a good 
outline of the position of Spiritans i n Angola. This project 
begins by desc~ibing some of the more characteristic traits in our 
field of action, especially the mobility of people. Then there is 
an attempt to determine priorities: the creation of living and 
dynamic Christian communities, the training of Catechists, the 
transfer of responsibility to the laity and pastoral work among 
tbe poor in the large urban quarters. At _ the end of the Chapter, 
a final comfuuniqu~ was published in which different points mention-
ed above nrc set out. 

There was active participation and open frank discussion; the 
liturgy was very carefully carried out; the domestic ·arrangements 
were excellent. · · 

Before and after the Chapter Fr.Houdjk was able to visit various 
regions - e 9pecially Molanje and Lunda, and in tho extreme south, 
Cuanhamas. (Father Houdjk) _ · 
MAURITIUS MESSAGE FROM HIS HOLINESS THE POPE 

On the occasion of the 250th anniversary of the arrival of the 
first missionaries in the island of Mauritius and the foundation of 
of the first two parishes _of this vigorous . ..., Christian community, 
and the 125th anniversary of the Decree by which the territory was 
erected into a diocese, the Holy Father sent the faithful of the 
island the affectionate expression of his participation, through a 
lotter - from Cardinal John Villot, from which the following extract 
is_- taken: 
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11 ;.~You.wished,. therefore, to put these days bf prayer and reflec-
tion under the mark of faithfulness to the Head of the Church and 
to your first missionari~s, the founders of you~ local church. It 
is not just an initiative of pious memory that you are ._thus under-
taking: _you intend to draw new apostolic vigour from the ,sources 
of your faith. It i~, in fact, a new stage that your Bishop asks 
you, priests and laymen, to undertake today, by taking over, in a 
certain way, the past missiona~y effort to bring it to the heart 
of the realities of the social, cultural and economic life of 
your country, in the midst of the various ethnical and social 
environments that make it up. 11 

"To _guis:le your future action, two subjects of reflection have 
be_en proposed to you. The first, "Our mission as People of God", 
invites you to seek in the documents of Vatican II the theological 
and pastora 1 moti va.tions of your commitment; the other, 11 \fork for 
Justice and Peace'', prompts you to seek the priority fields in 
which your apostolic efforts must be concentrated in order that 
thesellvalues of dignity, brotherhood and freedom 11 (cf Gaudium et 
Spes, n. 39, 3), which already are the signs of the presence of 
the Kingdom of God, may duly_ develop in your country. Tho Holy 
Father, on his side, encourages you to highlight what, in your 
history and in the present context of your life offers remarkable 
epostolic resources ..• " 

Having recalled the religious history of the island, and nottid 
tho various ethnic and cultural groups who now live there side by 
side, Cardinal Villot continues: · 
..• "Your country and its leaders, certainly havo to cope with 
delicate social, economic and political problems, on tho plane of 
the family, education, employment, housing, owing to tho concen~ 
tration of population on your limited territory ..• ·In all those 
field~, stimulated by your bishop, you are already bearing a 
remarkable witness of social commitment, thanks to the numerous 
initiatives and organizations created to contribute to solving . 
those questions. For anyone who gives any attention at all to 
tho life of your local church, it is not possible to ignore tho ' 
magnificent o.ffort that i s being made for the rcspoct of lif o ••. 
It is of prim6 importance, however, that in the lino of tho mission 
of tho Church, you should impregnate your action with this conc ern 
to evangelize by civilizing or increasing awareness. It is a 
question for you of discerning, in all the opportunities for 
dialogue, mo otings, services between cthnical communities and 
s:ocial environments, what turn out to be toothing stones for tho 
c6hstruction of tho Kingdom of God or what i s an obstacle to it 
in tho hearts of persons .•.. Who docs not see therefore, tho poss-
ibilities offered to your missionary spirit of gradually trans-
forming, for uxamplc tho relations. of interest of tho otlmical 
communities of your country into relations of brotherly understand-
ing and love; of bringing about a dialogue of hearts among thorn, a 
dialogue in which everyone will be ready to gather and discover 
in tho other n ovorything that is truo, everything t_hat is nob lo, 
everything that we love and honourn, ns tho apostle .St. Paul 
recommends (Phil. 4, 6-9) Oss Rom. 5-XI-72. 

TANZANIA .AFRICANISATION OF THE CLERGY 
During the post six years there has been much progress in the 

africanisation of tho clergy in Tanzania. In 1960 there were two 
Tanzaninn Bishops, wherec1s at present they number 17 out of the 
total of 24 Bishops. In 1959 thoro were 846 foreign priests and 
252 local priests (about 22.9%), whereas in 1971 there were 873 
and 466 (34~9%). At this rate of progrcssidn in tho Tanzanian 
clergy, it will still take mo:rJ:y yGa.rs before tho church i11 this 
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country can do without missionaries. Fortunately, the Government 

.appreciates the foreign priests for their religious and socioL 
works. 
FR!tl'ITCE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE O.P.M. 

We cannot speak here in d~t~ir~f the i6poitant International 
Missionary Congress held in Lyms between the 8th and '12th Nov •• 
However, the following points, taken from a report by tho Catholic 
Press, will indicate some of the main conclusions: 
1) A first important point - a fundamental one, which has marked 
this whole International Missionary Congress~ was well brought 
out by Father Congar: namely, the convergence of tho roles played, 
in tho Church's missionary awareness and activity, o~ on the one 
sido, the summit or centre (tho Popa, the College of Bishops, and 
Propaganda Fide) and, on tho other, tho whole People bf God, with 
its diverse charisms - charisms granted by the Holy Spirit ~s 
He p~rforms his mysterious work among God's people, and.clear 
signs of which can be seon in tho foundation by lay people of two 
of tho Pontifical Mission Aid Societies. 
2) The Church, the People of God, as it goos forward with some-
times hesitant steps, should be always attentive to tho signs of 
the times, at least to those that are signs of God, and in part-
icular, today, to the need to form a Christian laity that cooper-
ates in the proclamation of the Gospel to every creature, a laity 
that more and more assumes its responsibilities in all sectors of 
the vast field of tho apostolate. · 
3) Tho Pontifical Mission 2 id Societies are, and must become 
more ond more, both Pontifical (that is to say, universal) ond 
Episcopal, in accordance with the directives of Va tican II: They 
should be an ~xpression cf the missionary concern of the local 
Churches, precious instruments of missionary cooperotion o.nd soli-
darity between Churchos, and port and parcel of the general p~st-
oral work of dioceses, which should be always open to the whole 
world and its sufferings. · 
4) The Pontifical Mission Aid Societies should remain faithful 
to their two main characteristics, namely universality and com-
plete impartiality, both in their promotion of a general mission-. 
ary awareness in the People of God, and in the aid that they try 
to supply to the work of ev2ngelization. 
5) There should be an even closer cooperation nnd coordin2tion 
betwco.n the Pontificol Mission .ti.id. Societies and c1ll other ini tia-
tives that have grown up within the People of God in the domains 
of charity, evangelizotion, development aid, and work for the es-
tablishment of social justice and liberotion from all forms of 
slavery. In there whould be collaboration with mission-
ary institutes, international Catholic organizations, tho Pontifi-
col Commission for Justice and Peace, and nationol or dioceson 
orgonizotions for development aid. 

6) The proclamation of Christ's message is ~eon as an essential 
factor and an integral part of the full development of man, of 
mankind in search of justice and peace. Cooperation in this full 
development of man, as described by Pope Paul in his encyclical 
'Populo~im Progressio', and in the freeing of man from all forms 
of slavery, is perhaps the most valuable witness that the Church 
can give of its credibility to the age in 0hich we live. 

On the last day of the assembly in Lyons, a concelebrated 
Mass in . the Basilica of the Redemption, presented a vivid pic-
ture of the Universality of the Church. The ceremony was presided 



over by Cardinal RENARD, Archbishop of Lyons, ass isted by about 
a hundred. concelebrants, Bishops and. P:ciests of all nationali t-
ies. 

CAMEROONS Gt'mference of the Apo2tolic Region East/Centre/South ________________ ,., ...... .... ---··---·--· ·---·~--·.- ~~------- ..,_ . -
In accordance with the statutes of the National Episcopal 

.Con£erence, the Regional Apostolic Conference of East/Centre/ 
South met frofu the 19th to the 22nd September in the John XXIII 
Memorial Centre at Yaound~. All 5 Bishops of th 0 recion were 
present along with their Vicars GenFora.l. The region in question 
comprises the Archdiocese of Yaound e (M12;r. ZOA), the diocese of 
MbaTmayo (Mgr. ETOGA), the Dioces e .of Domne (Mgr,, VAN HEYGEN CSSP) 
the Diocese of Sangrnelima (Mgr. NKOU) and the Diocese of Bafia 
(Mgr. LOUCHEUR, C .S .Sp •• ) . . Priests, Nuns and Lai t,y were invited, 
The Conference appointed a President: Most Rev.LOUCHEUR, and a 
Secretary General: Father P.KWALAN, Vicar General of Bafia. It 
was decided to have a rotating presidency, in the alphabetical 
order of the dioceses. The first Regional Meeting will be held 
on January 23rd next at Bafia. Besides the Bishops and their 
Vicars General, invitations will be i ssued to those of each 
diocese who are responsible for the apostolic sectors with ~hich 
the Conference will have to deal. At the next conference in 
January, it has been decided to study probl ems concer~ing th8 
laity and the Seminaries, 

The Review n:?IROG•m~:;il 
We have already announced the l a unching of o. periodical in 

French called Pirogue, which is yo~~h orientated and hopes to 
contribute to the formation of a respont ible Christian laity. An 
African review, and published in Africa, Pirogue has already 
dealt with the following subjects: l) Pr~paring fo~ marriag2. 
2) Is the Church conce~ling some thins? 3) The Bible, a mPss age of 
hope. 4) Witch-doctors, fortuLc>telJ.crs , mzgicianc, 5) Improved 
conditions for women. 6) Freedom. This itself is enough to show 
that this is a very intere s ting review, both by reason of the 
subjects dealt with and its cloar live ly style. This would be a 
suitable re~iew to recommend to Afr~.can re3ders who hnve a 
sufficient knowledge of French. 

Synod_ of_ the _Fo~~eign_J:issicn_Soci e ty _ (M .E .P.) 

The Fathers of the Foreign Missj_on s~~ i ety of Paris held a 
synod in Hong Kong from the 8th to t~e 27th N6vember 1971, The 
theme chosen for the meeting was: - 3o~ to catBr for the needs of 
the missions today? The following is an extract from t he report 
of the Synod: 
, •• Through Baptism and our membershi p o~ the C~urch, we are a lways 
th~ envoys of this Church, Res0rdlesa of the stage of develop-
ment which has been r eached by tho cc7munity in the country 
where we work, the gospel must _n lw~JS be made kn0wn through this 
Christian community. Surely cur miss i onar y role implies that we 
contribute to the work of enco11rHgi~g vocati ons - among the laity, 
among priests and religious - fer t ~o special ~ork of pre aching 
the Gospel? In this way a numb ~r cf Christians, more conscious 
of the meaning of their baptisw, might be induced to form real 
teams for evangelization, and tbe rr: :,_.:rnio::-.Lary Li mse lf would be a 
member of such a team. 

In order to relate genuinely to no~-Christians, and to preach 
Jesus Christ, thes e teams must ask :.::ems olves o. certain nu]jber 
of questions: 



- 11 -
- Are they o.ble to define missionary orientations and to a_raw up a 
coordinated · programm~ of activitees suited tQ the.pa~ti~ular 
group to be · ev_an_g~lised? . . __ . .. \ 
- Are they fu:lly integrated into the ordinary life of the people'Z 
- Are they attentive to the changes constantly taking place? 
- Are they sufficiently open to ~eceive the poor, those wh9 are 
far fr.om Chr:i.st; 9 re they anxious to know real needs of the-se 
people; are they ready to face the challenge this will involve 

. for them on the- personal level? 
- Can they a6hieve participation in prayer, reflection and res-
ponsabilities? Are they prepared to pool the material resources 
at their disposal? 
- Are they open to those who would like to join them - laypeople 
or prie~ts, natives or foreigners? 

These missionary teams, in those places where they h,nve been 
established in close co-operation with the Bishops, are a proof 
that the particular Christian community is actively engaged in the 
work of evangelisation. We are concerned, however, that e~en in 
this case, our presence as foreign missionories collaborating 
with such a community is justified. It would be ~well ~ndebd~ 
to determine in what way exactly, and on what conditions, we have 
an original contribution to make to the life of this Church~ In 
any case, our primary concern must always be to promote a greater 
measure of autonomy for the local church. With this in view we 
must always ask ourselves: 
- Are we sufficiently ottentive to the leaders being trained, 
respectful . of their role as animaters of the communities, and not 
just simply the priest's helper? 
- Do we realise sufficiently the necessity of assuring that the 
work of evnngelisPtion continues; and this last preoccupation im-
plies, for example, that we give up enterprises which afo too _ 
dependent on us persbnally or on financial aid which our succc~s-
ors will not have? 
- Are we always ready to step down from a position of roSponaibil-
ity and yield place to a member of the local community? Be it 
noted in passing that in such a case the missionary does not 
ncce~sarily have to leave the country. 

We consider that reflexion on the subject of evangelisation, in 
order to be fruitful, must be carried out with the local church. 
Those among us who are o.ccustomed to participating in meetings 
organised by the local leade rs can speak from experience. 

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 

Following a decree by Vatican Council II, World Communications 
day is celobr~ted around the globe e2ch yeAr to impel Christians 
and indeed the entire Christion family to prayer, concern, involv-
ment and generosity, so as to ensure that the immense power of the 
Media of Social Communications is used in man's best interest. 
The day is usually the Sunday before Pentecost, which falls this 
year on June 3rd, 1973. 

The Pontifical Commission for Social Communicationa, the Vatican 
Office, responsible for the overall organisation ?f the ·world 
Day", proposes each year's theme for the celebration. - - For 1973, 
the theme proposed by the Commission and approved by Pope Paul VI 
is: 
"The Mass Media - and the affirmation and promotion of spiritual 
valuesn. 

By Spiritual values, in the intention of the theme, are meant 
all those factors which assist man in the pursuit of his highest 
aspirations - whatever is tr~e, whatever is good, whatever is 
beautiful - and ultimately God. 



+++++++++++++++++++~NEC R 0"L O G Y ++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
- Father James GRENNAN, of the District of Kenya, a_ied in Nairobi 

on November 8th, 1972, at t&~ age of 70. He had been professed 
~-9 years. (55) - · · --

- Father Wilhelm BLl':..SS; ·of · the Province of Germany, died in 
Marksville, : US!i-West, on November 9th, 1972, at the age of 71 
years. He had been professed 46 years. (56) 

- Father Gabriel Gli.V,\UD, of the Provinc e of France, died in Paris 
on November 11th, 1972, at the age of 60. He had been profess-
ed 40 years. (57) 

- Father Fran9ois-Xavier BUBEND0RFF, of the Province of Francej 
died in Neufgrango on November 14th,1972, at the age of 68. He 
had been professed 46 years. (58) 

- Father VITAL WENDLING, of the Province of France, died in 
Wolxheim on November 17th, 1972 at the age of 73. He had been 
professed 46 years, · (59) 

- Father G.:tBRIEL BEG0, · of the Province of Franco, died in Langon-
net on November 19th, 1972, at the age 6f 72. He had been n~o -
fessed 48 · years . (60) · L 

- Father ",\ndre REMY, of the Frovince of Belgium, died in Bruss els 
on November 22nd, 1972, at the age of 58 years. He had been 
professed 38 years . (61) 
Father Edward McGE0UGH, of the Province of Ire land, diod i~ 
Monaghan on November 24th. 1972, at the age of 55. He had been 
professed 35 years. (62) ' 

++++++++++++++++++++-~+++~·+R. I. P. +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Christians are woll aware that they have been called by God to 

carry 6ut a spec ial mission in the world. They look to the Media 
not only to respect the values they stan~ for and the standards 
they affirm, but for something more as well. ·They look for a pos -

~itive contribution from the Media in making these ~alues and stand-
ards known, so that the who le body of mankind may have the oppor-
tunity to profit =rom the knowledge. 

Firstly, there is today a generally acknowledged tendency to 
question or beJ_ittle spiritual values in practically all areas of 
life. The Media echo this t~~dency. In doing so, however, they 
inevitably contribute to the erosion of man's appreciation of the 
sacred and the spiritual, not to mention the religious. The Media 
must take positive steps t6 improve the standards of 'living ', to 
re-affirm the distinction between what is and what ought to be. 

Further, the Media's preoccupation with the unusual and the sen-
sation61 may on occasions cause them to treat religious event s 
lightly or offhandedly, or even to distort their meaning or s i g-
nificance. Commercial exploitation· of religious sensibilities or 
of ideas which touch on the spiritual must be avoided. The Media 
owe it to believers to refl ect a f a ithful objective undistorted 
image of their beliefs and community. It follows that the Media, 
for their part, have a right to expect from Christians all reason-
able assistance and cooperation so that they may be enabl~d to 
present Christ and His message to mankind as Christ and Christians 
Would wish. (0ss. Rom. 12-X-72) 

The Edito"r of C.SS~ - NEWS LETcr1ER wishes all our readers a very 

H A P P Y C H R I S T M A S 

and every blesaing in the 
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