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GENERATATE The General Council

Father Lécuyer, Superior General, is visiting Kenya during
the month of January. Before leaving East Africa, he will attend
a meeting of the Principal Superiors at Usa River (Tanzania),
where he will also inaugurate the novitiate of the projected East
African Province. Then on his way back, he will make a short
stop at Malawi, and again at Addis Abeba to visit the .new founda-
tions in Ethiopia, The Superior General will be back in Rome by
mid-February. ’ :

Father Donal O0'Sullivan, First Assist®nt, accompanied by
Father B.Kelly (Ontario) has been in Iréland since the beginning
of December. He is visiting the communities of the Province, and
especially the Houses of Formation.

Father Louis Ledit, Second Assistant, left Rome after Christ-
mas to visit the communities in the Eastern section of France.
He expects to be back before the end of January.

Father Quirinus Houdijk attended a Provincial Council meeting
in Holland, and then set out for Doumé where he will represent
the General Councill at the annual meeting of the French-speaking
Principal Superiors of Equatorial Africa, This year the meeting
is being held at Bertoua (Cameroons) from the 9th to the 1lth
January. After this meeting, Father Houdijk has business in

" Libreville (Gabon). On his return from Africa, he will have dis-
cussions with the Provincial of Belgium and then he will visit

" the Dutch confreres who are working in Germany. He will be back
in Rome by the end of January. '

father Ernst Verdieu has been to the Bahamas to study the
possibility of a foundation in Nassau for Haitian immigrants. On
the way, he visited the Provincialates of Canada and the United
States kast. He returned to Rome on the 16th January.

_ Arong recent: visitors to the Generalate were two young American
- Fathers - Father Robert Butt and Father Christopher Promis.
Recently ordained, these two Fathers will complete their theolog-
ical formation and especially their pastoral training in Africa,
the former in Addis Abeba, the latter at Kipalapala seminary in
Tanzania.



-2 -

International Scholasticate sold
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Our International Scholasticate situated at Via Machiavelli,
Rome, has been closed for over a year, because there were so fTew
students., This building has now been sold, There are still a
few young Fathers from different Provinces doing higher studies
at Roman Universities. These live in one or other of the two
communities we still have in Rome - the Generalate or the Trench

Seminary.
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January 31st, 1973, will be the tercentenary of the bhirth of
Saint lLouis-Marie-Grignon de Montfort. We are z1]1 familiar with
the connections bebtween this faméus Breton missioner and Claude
Poullart des Places,: a8 well as the part he played in the Tound-
ation of the Congregation of the Holy Ghost. This would be a
guitable occasion, te re-read the interesting account of the

Michel's biography entitled Claude Frangois Poullart des FPlaces
(Paris 19€2). . :

FRANCE New Director of the Work of Auteunil
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At its meeting of December 7th, 1972, the Administrative Coun=-
¢il of the Work of Orphan Apprentices of Auteuil, on the proposal
of the General Ceuncil of the Congregation of the Holy Ghost, and
with the approval--of the Archbishop of Paris, apponted Father Jean
Le Gall as Director of the Work, in succession to Father Joseph
Boegley who has retired. The latter has been engaged in the Work
of Auteuil since 1944, and was appoiinted Director in 1962, For
the past two years Father Jcan Le Gall worked with marked success
in the French section of the Sccretariat of State at the Vatican.

SENEGAL Centenary of 2 Presbytery
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. From the time of their foundation by Mgr.Kobes in 1858, the
Daughters of the Holy Heart of Mary had beern living in Dakar in
rented houses. In 1870, Mgr.Kobeg decided to end this state of
affairs, and on HMarch 1sft of that year, he drranged for Father
Lossedat, the Diocesan Procurator and Parish Priest of the town of
Dakar, to buy a property situated at the Jjunction of Rue Sandin-
iéry and the present Rue Malenfant. A large building was construc=—
ted which was blessed by Mgr.Kobes on November 3Cth, and finally
the Sisters had a home of their own. But not for long! In 1868
when the government bought over the mission buildings which had
been erected by Father Warlop in 1846, the missionaries, in their
turn, had to live in a2 rented house, but this house was too small
to lodgc the numerous confreres passing through Dakar,. The Bisghop
alrcady began to regret handing over the new building to the
Sisters, and s0......at the beginning of 1872, the deed was done.
In spite nf their scruplcs, which are recorded in the minutes of
the Council, the Fathers took over the Sisters' building!

Once installed in the new building, Father Lossedat had now
only one desire - to have a Church as well., With this in view, on
November 20th, 1872, he bought another piece of land close to the
mission; +the present sitc was completed by another acquisition on
October 2&th, 1877. (Horizons Africains, No.254. This revicw also
publishes a bilography of Mgr.Kobes written by Father J.Delcourt.)

CLCLCICLCLCLC
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NIGERIA - Chapfter of the District of Fastern Nigcria
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After a_rather eventful journey - a strike at Rome Airport on
departure, heavy fog at Lagos on arrival - Father Verdiecu arrived
in Nigeria to represent the General Administration at the Chapter
of the District of Eastern Nigeria.

The proceedings opencd at Awomama on Wednesday November 22nd,
in the presence of Most Rev.Ainthony Nwedo, Bishop of Umushia, with
19 capitulants. Bishop Nwedo cxplained his views on the following
points:

- With regard to the Bigard Seminary, where they follow the
courses, the Spiritans should aim at being independent; they
should bec able to form their scholastics in the spilrit of the
Congregation.

- Negotiations with the Bishops should be actively pursucd in the
matter of contracts: thesSe should be identical for all the
dioceses, The Bishops have agreced on ccrtain points of a
common policy and arc now ready to discuss.

- Since the dioceses are very poor, financial help should be
asked from the Gencralate.

- The Spiritans should be rcady to go anywhere they may be
nceded and not only to Sierra Leone.

On Thursday the 23%rd, Bishop Okoye C.S5.Sp, of Enugu spoke to
the Chapter, and this intervention provided the occasion of exam-
ining more closely the rclations bétween the District and the
General Council. For Eishop Okoye, the rcligious congregations,
though united to the rcst of the local church, form an indepcendent
body which the diocese can spare for spccial work.

On the other hand, Bishcp Unegbu of Owecrri, on the following
day, strcssed the fact that the Spiritans do not form an island
in the dioccsc, but are an integral part of it.

Among thce guestions discussed at the Chapter or on this
occasion, we note the following:

- collaboration: Exchangcs of personnel with othcer Provinces
or Districts is difficult for political recasons, cspccially
becausc of the necd for wvisas. The District requires, for
-cxample, professcrs of philosophy.,

- contracts: An attempt will be madc to draw up propositions
concerning financial matters. In Eastcrn Nigeria, since the
Spiritans arc themselves Nigerians, they cannot draw up the
same kind of contract as foreign missionaries would makc. In
Makurdi, a doubt has been expresscd - if the confrercs should
make a contract now with the Bishop who is a Spiritan and a
forcigner, since 1t i1s to be cxpccted that there will short-
ly be  a Nigerian Bishop from among the sccular clergy.

~ nigerianisation: The confrercs arc conscious of the fact tha-
the Spiritan way of life must be adapted to the Nigerian
rcality. Howcver, for the prescent, they consider that they arc
still at the "assimilation" stage. In the face of the multip-
licity of contradictory tendencies in the West, they prefer to
take the neccssary time to assimilate the "traditions" of the
religious and spiritan life.

- finance: The principal problem is the burden of cxpensc for
the training of aspiriants over the next ten years. It is
likely that within a short time, the Bishops themsclves with
thelr scecular clergy will be ablce to 100k after all the
Parishes; and the schools have been taken over by the State.
The only sources of revenue available then, would be to have
somec Fathers collecting funds in the United States, or to cn-
gage in commercial enterpriscs. The post-war recession is not
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vet finished-either for the Bishops or the faithful, and the
latter.-even seem to believe that the Church is rich.

On the occasion of his visit to Nigeria, Father Verdieu also
met the four Irish Fathers who still remain in the Eastern

District.

-CAMEROONS "~ In the diocese of BRafia

When sending greetlngs to his family and friends for Christmas
and the New Year the Most Rev.A.Loucheur C.5.5p., Bishop of Bafia
gave a brief report on his diocese from Wthh we have culled the
following:

"We are maklng an effort to renew our apostolate, which in the
past was hampered by mistakes or even by objective impossibilit-
~ies, seeing the enormous divergence between T o concepts of life.
And- yet, there have been "miracles": Faith has been born; the
Church has awakened men and women to real human and spiritual
values which are now enriching the young generation. . Our Christ-
ians have now to make an effort on two fronts: a) to rediscover
the values of their own civilisation which have been somewhat
ignored, and b) to enrich themselves with the universal values
contained in the message of salvation brought to all men by
Christ”

In practice, the lalty have shown themselves eager to assume
many responsibilities: getting their communities to live and %o
pray according to the Gospel and according to their actual situa-
tion; looking after the catwmhumenate and the frequentation of the
- sacraments; giving a lead in family and social 1life; accepting
civic responsibility; attending to the needs of the poor, the
problems of the youth, the promotion of womeh; promoting a right
attitude to leisure, to the administration of property; fostering
vocations to the witness of consecrated life from among Their own

people.
.

The Fucharist 1s celebrated every Sunday in 15 parishes, 2
quasi—parishes and in from 10 to 20 centres. There are 25 priests
engaged in parochlal work, 4 in the scmainary of St.Andrew, 2 in
general services (chanee11erv teaching), 1 is a snec1allst in
audio-visual methods, and % are engaged in development and social
promotion work. The BrotherQ‘are technical advisers, directors of
building and other activities, and also look afbter the diocesan
accounts; some, too, are envaged in teaching. All show in prac-
tice what 1s meant by serving the Lord. Thirty~five Sisters, and
a number of lay-women missionaries both from Lurope and the Camer-
oons, devote themselves assiduously to the task of evangelising
both youth and adults. In addition to their catechetical work,
they have undertaken an important educational work for those
mothers and young girls who have been able to attend their classes
in domestic economy. Another activity is. to train child-care
attendants and medical nurses to serve in the villages. Ten from
this group provide technical education, 15 look after dispensaries,
maternity clinics, leprosiums, dental clinics etc. At the lepros-
ium of Nyamcong, 443 patients have been declared cured since 1954,
In the year 1972, S0 cases were admitted, all with a benign form
of the disease. At the end of the ycar, therc were 1,011 lepers
being trcated and %09 under observation. There are signs that
victory over this drecaded evil may not be too far distant!

In October 1672, the Sisters of the Holy Family of Deliverance
opcned a hostel for girls who attend the secondery schools and
other cstablicshments of the town. The purpose is to provide these
girls, in addition to the best possible conditions for work, with a
human and spiritual ftraining to prepare them for their futuro



responsibilities, The diocese has ©9 ¢ Spurant to the priesthood
in the First Cycle, 9 in the second,vqnd % in the Senior Seminary.
The Blshops of French -spea king Central Africa have asked the Holy
See to envisage the possibllity of ordaining married men. Many
think that this would be a witness to our christian communities,
to show them that the Gospel and the Eucharist belong to them as
much as to us, and should be confided to those men whom they them-
selves consider as OUUQTanulng and capeble. of being leaders of the

community of Faith.

—.—.-_...._._.__..._.....-——.-..—...——.——.-———————_- .

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC',‘ Up g adlng t he Status of Women

The successful mini-projects of the Secours Cathollque Organisa-
tion in R.C.A. are two-third concerned with work for the promotlon
of women. .This gives a special. character to the work; it is most-
ly in the realm of inspiration and 'has less exterior Success to show

This success is connected with 'ht fact that for many years now,

the missionaries in this cour kry have-occupied themselves with the
education of women. Now the State has become involved and has set up
in each of the more important villages a "Social Centrec for the
training of Women" Very often it has & Sister in charge, since

local personnel is not yet availsble, As a result of these initia-
tives, the women here are better dressed, the girls are more-
W1111ng to learn, the children are bette v cared for.

Another possible explanation is that the term "Promotion of
Women" covers a much wider range of activities than is usually
connoted by this term. This is particularly true where an actual
team sets about a "global effort" for social development. Thus,
at Bossangoa, at Bambari, and especially at Bangassou, a team.
consisting of a Father a Sister, 7 or 4 laypeople - men and women,
African and European, - may be at work in a whole series of villa-
ges. Their work is "global"in the sense that it is concerned with
the wholc population, men and women, young and old. It is global
also in the sense that it deals with all sectors of 11fe, ~ hygiene,
health services, agriculture, living conditions, housekeeping,
family life, the education of the cnlldren, 01v1cs etc, It is easy
to imagine how exacting this work is for both trainers and trainees,
since, in cvery village there must be ccrtain people responsible for
digging wells, literacy, cooking, sewing, meking ce¢ment blocks etc.
They arc gSKGd to do cverything themselves, even to collect the
nccessary money without any ayternal helry In Somec caseS, success
comes as qu1te a surprisel

LZATRE Supression of religious organisations of Youth

The Popular Movement of the Revolution (MPR) resumed its weekly
mcetings on 29th November, 1972, unda the presidency of General
MOBUTU, Head of the State, and Found@r—fr081dent of the Movcment.
Hav1ng cxamined the proposals concerning youth, the political .
commissaires decided to prohibit in the whole cxtent of the country
of Zaire, to so-callcd "confcssional' organisations for youth,
Explaining this measure, citizen Madrandele Tanzi, director of the
political burcau of the MPR declared that, since Zaire'is primarily
a lay statc, its youth should bec one. and 1na1v1 sible,rand their
training must be directed, primarily, to producing good cltizens,
with a knowlcdge of the institutions, the laws and the centres of
authority in the country; consecuently, the Youth Section of the
MPR was ordcrcd to includc all the youth within its organisation.
The spokesman for the Political Burcau hastencd to add that these
measuras arc in no way dirccted against religion.

oo ae e aa ae e oo e



-6 -
ANGOLL : Pastoral Lettcr of the Bishops
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At 2 meetlng in Luanda last November, the Bishops of the
ﬂlocoses of Angola and St Tome publlshed a Pastora l Lettor which,
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aqtlon in ungol

The document beglns by defining the position of the Church with
regard to Justicc:"The Church cannot shirk its duty when truth and
justicc call on her to make a stand, but she docs not claim to be
able to pass judgement on every situation nor to provide the tech-
nical solutions for all cxisting problcms. She forms men's con-
sciences,--thus training them to assume their christian rcsponsibi-
litics. This is her proper spherc of action where she claims the
right to act and speak out frankly, but without trespassing on what
. belongs to the domain of others......The Church does not propose
to sccurce peacc by having cne group dominate anothcr, but she

J'dCSerS a peace that is faxnded on Justicce, and consequently, on

a distribution of goods, work, and of SOClal and economic rcspon-
sibility, without the exclusion of any onc soci2l class. This 1s
a doctrinc which i1s easily understood in Gheory but difficult to
put into actual practice, becausec onc comes up agalnst cnormous

- obstacles arising from a sclfishi attitude on the par* of irdivi-
duals, vested intcrests, and prcjudiccs that have become deep-
rooted over many generations.™

The document praises thc work of soclal development that has
been accomplished in the dioceses of Angola, but at the same time
criticises those christians whe control the grcater part of the
world's cconomic resourcces and enrich themsclves at the cxpensce of
the under-developed peoples. "The reform of this unjust state of
affairs demands an effort for the education of all social cate-
gorics, so that ecach onc, rcalising the situation of the other,
can -transcend this individualism which glorifios the posscssion of
wcalth and is rcspon51b]c for The oppression of a large part
the human family." .

With rcgard to cducation, the pastoral letter advocates the
right of all to attcnd primer, school freccly and without discrimi-
nation; but goes on to say that higher education is scarccly
-suitable for pupils from the rural arcas, who first and forcmost
‘must provide for their own subsistence.

Other important points from this pastoral letter: the nced to
improve social assistancce facilities for the morc ncedy among the
population; a vigorous appcal in favour of public morality; and
certain considerations on the social function of wecalth. The _
document concludcs: "The attitude of the Church will always be to
promote Jjustice and to collaborate with all thosc organisations
which work for the good of the people, without regard to political
affiliation".

EAST AFRICA Development Surveys

As a follow-up to the reccommendations of the AMECEN-MISEREOR
Scminar on "The Church and Development" held in Limuru, Kenya in -
December, 1970, Dovolopmont Surveys have becen carried out by Fr.
Tony Byrnc, C S Sp. (Cf C.5.Sp. Newsletter No.30) In 1973 and Vas
he hopes to accept invitations to visit the following dioccses:
in Kenya - Kisii, Kisumu, Nakuru; in Malawi - all the dioccsecs;

in Tanzania = Mbulu dioccse. Llthcugh his surveys arc subsﬁdised‘
by Misercor, Father By*ne doecs not vep;osonb any particular socicty
or organlqatlou. ter the survey in cach diocesc, on the basis

of Fathcr Byrne's recommnndgtiohk, it is left to the diocesan co-
ordinator for dcvelopment to compilc the dossicrs and to prescent

the request for subsidice tc the various International Aid Agencices.,
Alrcady many of these requests have been favourably rcceived, and



-7 -
“the funds have been forthcoming. In each diocesc, it is suggested

hat a coordinating committce be set up 1n order to do what is
necessary for drawing up a Five Year Plan of Development.
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UGANDA Gaba Pastoral Institute

g v e vy e Aty Yot Sy iy i o S S S e

Bishop Raphacl Ndingi of Nakuru, Kenya, c2lled for a greater
cffort .to make the Church African when hc closed the fifth annual
coursce 1n pastoral and catcechetical studies at the Pastoral Insti-
tutc of Eastern Africa, Gaba, Kampala, at the beginning of Nov-
cmber. A total of 47 students rcceived diplomas at the cercmony -
21 Sisters and onc lay woman, 2% priests ard 2 lay mcn - bringing
the total of graduatces from the Institutc since it started in
1967 to 244, from 15 countrics in Africa.

Prcsenting the diplomas, Bishop Ndingi said it was up to the
new graduates to keep the Church young and reformed, rencwed and
rcjuvenated. But they should not rush to change cverything that
is o0ld in thce Church. RBichop FNdingi said the Pastoral Institute
was still, in a way, cxpcerimental., But he congratulated the grad-

“uates on completing an arduocus and demanding coursc.

_ The Principal of the Institute, Fr.Jobhn Lemay, rccalled that =
“this establishment aimed at fostering the study of rcligion and
at developing, by mcans of practical rcsearch, ways of communica-
ting the riches of Christianity to thc peoplc of Africa. It train-
cd catechetical and pastoral specialists on a onc-ycar residential
coursc, cnabling them to go and sprecad their knowledge in thelr
own rcgions. "In doingsc, it places cmphasis on African valucs,
desirous to contributc to the growth of a genuine Christianity
that is at the samc time truly African in its apprcciation and
its cxpression.” Expréssing his admiration for the work of the
graduates oncc again, he said: "As long as the Church can call on
men and women of your quality, we can look forward with sound
optimism to the fubturc of the Church in Africa." (FIDES 2473)
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The Bishops of Madagascar held a mceting from November 28th to
December 6th, during which they composed a common letter to all the
Catholics of the island. After the politicol troubles which dis-
turbed the country in 1971 and 1972, they wisued to analysc these
cvents and cxpress their opinion on the present situation.

MADAGASCLR Letter from the Bishops to all the Catholics

Malagasy man: his aspirations to national indepcndence, to justice,
to liberty and dialogue. They did not hesitate to speak of certain
cxaggerations, unfortunate statements, mistakes, errors of judge-
ment which have been made, and wmay well be made again.

Thenn the Bishops wished to confirm the Christians in their
Faith. God spcaks to us and calls us through events, but it is not
casy to hcar hie Word, and we must make an cffort to discern it in
the "signs of the times", which, howcver, arc somctimes ambiguous
and confuscd. .1l the more so, since we have other calls too:
our seclfishnese, an cxaggerated lovalty to our peer group, the
force of habit, self-interest, immoderate sclf- steem, the temp-
tations of the devil. Wec nced a christian spirit and a christian
hcart ever engaged in freeing itself from these snares. The
Spirit too is at work in cach onc of us, and so we arc confident
that God will help us in 2 special way to fulfil our obligations
to our country.

The Bishops went on to cexpress their point of view on the
Catholic School. ©Some have cccused the fee-paying schools of being
schools for capitalists and of practising discrimination. Others
have called on the Government to take over all the schools, and
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cven to establish a singlc type of school in which religion would
not be taught., The Bishops rcply to these criticisms and recall
the teaching of the Church on the freedom of the schools. They
are rcady to admit the shortcomings of thelr schools, but that
does not diminish their attachment to them. They proclain the
need for a healthy plural' sm in cducational matters, lcaving the
necessary liberty and encouraging all available skills, in a spir-
it of praiscworthy emulation and profitable ccllaboration.

In conclusion, the Bishops declare to the Government the prec-
sent anxicty of School iAdministrators and tcachers: 1n many cascs,
it has becen found nccessary to close down schools for financial
reasons. The Bishops then call on the Catholics to face up to
their responsibilitics in this domain better than they have done

in the past. (Lumiere

s e it s ot st S e i s o o S S T At P S T B o S A i

SOUTH AFRICA Meeting of Mzjor Superiors

~Phirty-four orders and congregations were rcecprescnted at the
tkrce-day meeulng of the major religious clcrical superiors, which
was held at La Verna Retrcat Centre from November 29 to December 2,
presided over by Fr.Fergus Barrett, OIl. Guests were prescent from
South Africa, Namibie, Lesotho, Botswoana and cven from Rhodesia. A
special gucst was the Apostolic Delegate, LArchbishop A.Peledrini.
~ Two Brothers and two Sisters were invited as observors. The con-
- ference was opcned with o talk on "Unity in Pluriformity', which
was given by Archbishop J.C.Garner, chairman of the Commission for
Clergy and Religious. The DCWGGMUG, in his talk on "The Religious
To-day," cmphasized the suprcme importance of maintaining the
spirit of the institute; the Wﬂtm ~pretation of God's will by the
supcriors, and the 1mpart4ﬁcb of closce co-opcration betwecen con-
ferences of rcligious and the hicrarchy. The main subjects of dis-
cussion during the mceting werc br“‘er, liturgical and. personal;

Romes; sociological prognosis of the rolo of the p“lGSt in society
and its conscqucnces. It wag decided te have a special two-day
meeting in mid-October of moxt year to decal solely with practicdal
problcems of the religious and pastoral life, Usually the group
mcets only once in three years, tc discuss certain practical prob-
lems conncctced with pricstly dﬂd rcligious 1lifc in the countrics
concerned., '
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SEL (Salt) is the titlc given to o new mont hlJ magazinc. (58 to
40 pages, half in French, half in Creole) published by a group of
Haitian cxpatriots - some of whom are Spiritans - who live in
Brooklyn in o rather numcrous scttlement of Haitians. "In choosing
the name SALT," thc editors write,'"wc wish to manifest our dcsire
to carry out the mission of being the. salt in o6ur socicty of men
and women, Wc address oursclvces to the multitude of Haitian men
and women we mect cveryday in the subways and the buscs of Brook-
lyn, Quccn's, Manhattan, and the Bronx. TFor all of thesc, we would
like to bc a.mecans of communication, of 1nLormatlon, of dlﬂlogue.'
We wish to provide them with common themes of reflcetion, help them
to facc up to the grave problcems of the Haitian today, which ard
also theo problems of the other racial minorities in the United
States, and all of the oppresscd pcoples of Latin America ﬂnd the
Third World in gencral,

(4iddress: SEL, 915 Putnam .Lve, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11221)
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MARTINIQUE .+ Installation of new fLrchbishop
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On Saturday, Dcceémber 2nd 19/2 in the presence of Most Rev,
VARIN DE LA BRUNELIERE C.S.Sp., ubc diocesan consultors, dclega-
tions of the Sisters and .of the Catholic Action movements, Most
Rev,Maurice MARIE SAINTE, thc new Archhishop of Fort- de—Franco and
St.Pierrc, took cwnonlcal posscssion of his Sce., The:cercmony
opcned wﬁth the rcading of a letter, by Mgr.BARBARITO, Apostolic
Delegate, addressed to lMgr, DE L& BRUNELIERE, hﬂﬂklng‘him warnly
for his lOJalty to the Holy Sce, and for +he great serviccs ren-
dered to the diocesc during bthe 28 years of his cpiscopacy.

In a short address, Mgr. DE LA BRUNELIERE cxplained the mean-
ing of thc cercmony, ad stressed the significancce of the presence
not only of the diocesan consultors, but also of the Sisters and
laity, all of" whom arc cqllod on- to coll;bora*o w1th the new -
urchblsbop'.

‘Then, Father DE REYNAL LOQd the Pontifical Bull TUDOlDtlng
Mgr. AARIE "SAINTE Archbishop of Fort-de-France and St.,Picrre, with
2ll the rights and privileges attached to this title. The cere-
mony concluded with a fervent Bucharistic celebration, simple but
rich in its symbolism of unlby The official Enthroncment took
placo on Japuarv 7th 197% in the uuthedrﬂl o? Fort do Francec.
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GUILNE R Ribliogrﬂphic‘al Wotos
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Docembor 1972, 0ub71snns a summary blbllography on tho orlglns of
christianity in French Guiana, onc of our most ancient ficlds of
apostolate; and-perhaps the onc of which we¢ speak least! Specially
recommended .arc the four volumcs of Fathcer Joscph JANIN C.5.8p. on
the “"Colonial Dioccses”, and scholars arc adviscd to consult the
archives of the Holy Ghost Congrecgation, of the Sisters of St.
Joscph of Cluny, and of Propagﬂpda Flde.' mhouo in seﬂrch of fur~

ference by ﬂathor M QUEGUINER Suporlor General of the M.E.P. on
"Pontifical Works and Missionary Institutcs: their rospoc+1vo
rolcs and collaboration in the Missionary Movement".

ROME S " In Honour of St.Francis Xavier
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On Sundﬂy, December 3, Feast of St.Francis Xavicr, a solemn
m1351onary Mags was concclebrated in the Jeguit church of the Gesu
in Rome. Cardinal Rossi was the chicf concclecbrant at the Mass,
and the Supcriors General of all mission-scending institutes were
invited to takc part, to mark the %350th annivcrsary of the Sacred
Congrcgation 'de Propogandﬂ Fidec'. The Spiritans. were ronrosoncﬂd
by Very Rev.Fr.J.Lecuyer, Duporlo” General,

~In 2 talk on Vatican Radio, Archbishop Lourdusamy, Associate
Scerctary of Propoganda Fide Said: ””Thinking of St.Francis Xavier-
we think also of the ranks of missionarics from cvery country and
in CVery age. We think of them with the greatest respect and wo -
profoundly acknowledge the work they have accomplished. They have
worked faithfully, generously and hcroically. Just as St.Francis =
was scnt out by his Father and Master, St.Ignatius, so our beloved
missionarics are first of all chosen, then formed and sont out by
their Supcriors. Propoganda Fide is, thercfore, decply grateful
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to the Missionary. Institutes whosc collaboratlon is so important
to our work of cvangelization, which is csscntial to the 1ifce and
activity of the Chdreh....... "It would be unthinkable that, this
vear, we should forget this gesture which is an expression Of the
recognltlon owed by the bacrod Cong”egﬂtlop o tneso blghly—
estecmed collaborators,..."

In his homily Cardinal Rossi €aid that the missions have devel-
oped cnormously, "The faith and forecsight of their founders, and
the scnsc of responsibility of their Supcriors General, with their
assistants and coungcllors, madc possible the work of eVﬂngollza—
tion, which with the foundation of Propaganda Tide became more
widesprcad and organizcd, as can be scen in the History of
Propagenda Fide being Dublls 1ed by our Congregation...The dircct
workers, of ycsterday, today and tomorrow, who cxtend the frontiers
of Catholicism, arc our dear and faithful missionaries... We thank
them for all their suffcrings and sacrifices... We pray for them
that they may be comforted and strengthened in their faith and in
their work, so that the Word of God may be prcached and all nations
may comec to know the truc God. The Church is deeply indebted to
the missionaries and indced all mankind is indebted to them.."
Cardinal Rossi recalled the missionaries! great contribution to
social development... His Eminence told the Supcriors General how
the Bishops of the young Churches repeatedly exprecssed to him
their admiration for the work of the missionary institutes and how
indispensable they were to the growth of their Churches. (FIDES)
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On the feast of the Ipiphany, in the Basgilica of St.Peter's,
the Holy Father ordaired to the priesthood 38 deacons of various
nationalities from tThe Urban Collcecge of Propadganda. In doing
this, he wished to highlight the continuing importance of mission-
ary act1v1ty, and extol the priestly ministry as the vital source
of the mission of bringing the¢ Gospel and the Faith to all nations.
Recalling the exhortation of Christ "Nolite Timere" he wished to
inspire courage and obviate the danger of letting themselves be
submerged by doubt or fear, at the risk of perverting the super-
natural certainty which the priestly ordination brlqgs. The whole

homily merits reading and meditating by all missionary priecsts,

ROME " Pontifical Council "Cor Unum"

The participantvs in the Second Scssion of the Pontifical
Council "Cor Unum" were rcccived in audience by Paul VI on 1st
December. The group was composed of some forty persons, and was
led by the President of the Pontifical Council "Cor Unum”

Cardinal Giovanni Villot, Sccretary of State., Paul VI dollvorod
the following address: :
"Far from us the idca - the Holy Sce has been repeating incessant-
ly in connection with the crcation of Cor Unum - that the splendid
diversity of initiatives and actions of Christian charity should
be centralized, made uniform and cven dirccted from above and from
onc place. But how much we wish that cach of its manifestations,
in thelr originality, their framework and their form, may qlwqys
becar the mark of a commitment of the whole Church and full faith-
fulness to the whole evangelical Message. It was to mark effeoct-
ively this presence of the Church that on three occasions, in the
course of the past months, we wished a member of the Secretariat of
Cor Unum to go to those pluces where great mlsfortunes had strick-
en our brothers.
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In this context, we can repeat to you, too, what we saild of
missionary.. action 1n our recent letter on the occasion of the
150th @nniversary of the Work of the Propagation of the Faith:
"Deliberdtely to limit missionary action” — lct us say here the
Christian action of aid and assistance -~ "to -the merc. cconomic, .
social é6r cultural dspects of development would be a serious.
failure, not only In the vocation of the apostlec, but also in the
asplratlon which .arises from the depths of the human heart, and,
in short, it would lead man towards a blind u11ﬂy”

50, aftor having noted with intercst that in the guide-lincs
for your work drawn up by your first ”“SSlon, you agrced that the
gencral principle of 2ll assistaonce was the development of the
whole man, we congratulate you on hqv1“g includcd in the plan of
yvour work a pooling of your diffcrent conceptions of "complete
development " We know that it is prcciscly the desire to act
fully as Christians that lod you to put this point on your agcnda.

In the light of such oonsultations, you will gradually succced
in harmonizing without imposing, in coordinating without command-
ing, in uniting withour unifying, a paradoxical task, possiblec
only if, as sons of the onc Oburoh, mcubers of the same body, you
show onc another mutual solicitude....We crcated and put at the
disposal of thc whole Pcoplc of God this framcwork of the Council
COR UNUM in order that the spﬂrlt of charity of cecveryonc will
wmake it possible to recalizc this brotherly coordination, thc con-
dition of the most manifest authenhticlty of the tostlmony by which
the dlSClplOS of Ohrlst arc rocognlzed in the cxercisc¢ of charityl

ROME " New Centre for DOClJl Training

o i e et e o et v . S s o T St ot ke A S bt S i e e, e e P S

- Since Novcmber 15th last, 41 students (74 priests, 5 som1nﬁr—
ians, and 2 Sistcrs, rbprcsontlpg 16 different countries) have
boen follow1ng courscés at the Centre for Tralnlng and Social
Action in the Third World (CEST.), which is attached.to the Instit-
ute of Socidl Scicnccs of the Pontifical Unlverslty of St.Thomas
Aquinas (the ingelicum). The Director is Father Boavkda COUTINHO,
an Indian, Thc¢ Centrc has been approved by the S.Congregation
for Catholic Education and has thc collaboration of the Grcgorlﬂn
Unlvor51ty as well as of various rcligious institutcs and Lgrimis-
sio (Sce our No.18). Furthermore, help in organising and arrang-
ing thec programmc of courscs: at thcé Centrce is available from such
International Organisations as FAO, the Commission for Justice and
Peace, the African iAssociation  of Credit Cooperatives (ACOSCL)
cte., The aim of the coursc is to give a training of a social and
cconomic character, so that the participants may be able to ful-
fil thecir role in "animating" and promoting 5001ﬂ1 dcvelopment in
the countrics of the Third World, wherc they will go to work. In
particular, the intcention is that they be specially trained and
gqualificd in all that concerns the organisation of coopcratives,
and in promoting group=action within the local communitics, At
the same time, they arc given some clemenbary ideas about the
problems of agriculturc, commercc, urbanisation, adult education,
nutrition, domcstic cconomy, community decvclopment ctc. The
lcctures which bogﬂn this yecar at the rate of threc hours per weck,
will be complcmented by practical study seminars at which cxperts
of intcrnational class will participatc. Besides, visits to Ital-
ian and forecign cooporﬂtlv arc plenncd which should lcad to a
uscful confrontatlon of thoorj and. pr wctice. (Oss. Rom.)
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" the preparation for the priestly ministry, presented by Mgr.
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- On Dccember 2nd, 1972, Father Jcan VLN KEMENADE of the District
of Brazil Ccntral, dicd at Setc lLagoas, aged ©0 ycars. -He had
been professcd 37 ycars. (€3) - : '

-~ On Deceomber 2nd, 1972, Father Wilhelm HERR, of the District of
Bethlechem, died at Ladysmith, aged 54 years. He had been pro-
fessed 33 years. (64) : ‘

~.0On December 4th, 1972, Father Jecan-Baptiste BETTEMBOURG of the
Province of Francc, dicd at Chevilly aged 79 ycars. He had
been professed 51 years. (65) o :

- On Dccember 17th, 1972, Father Gustave ETIENNE, of the District
of Kongola, dicd at Namur, aged 55 years. He had been profess-
ed 33 yecars. (66) ’

- On December 27th, 1972, PFather Henri MARCOUX, of the Province
of Canada, dicd following an accident at Otawais He was aged 36
vears and had beceén profcssed 16 ycars., (67)

- On Dccember 31st, 1972, Fathcer Walter FINN, of the Provincc of

- Ircland, died in Dublin, aged 73 yecars. He was professcd 52
ycars. (68) o

+ 4+ + 4+ +++++++++RIP. 4
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FRANCE The Voccation Crisis
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FRETELLIERE to the Plenary LAssenbly of the French Bisnops at
Lourdes., o 3 .

", ....0ecularisation has been adduced as the cause of the cri-
sis of the priesthood; or this crisis has also been blamed on celi-
bacy and the clerical caste-system, The real problem, however is
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of all kinds. What is at stake however, is bthe new relation of
the priesthood to the diversity of tasks to be undertaken among
the pcecople of Ged. It is necessary not only to envisage a ncw
type of priest, tus also to show clearly what it is that is
specific to such a wvocation,. if we are not to lead young people
astray, along paths that for many lcad nowherc...., What is most
striking abcut youth is the priority it gives to an evangelical
way of lifcm and the places to which the young resort spontancous-
ly to find their models... It is true that we should be wary of
experiments that are too personal, and too little concerncd with’
the overall perspective of the Church. However, we must not risk
"extinguishing the Spirit", nor should we give the impression that
we reserve prophecy for external use - political action, for cxam-—
plec - rather than give 1t a hearing in the internal affairs of the
Church itself. o

Would St.Francis of Assisi get the 'Nihil Obstat' today, or
would he rathe Dbe considered os a mischief-maker, upsctting a
"project" which did not cater for such an dppearance. The history
of the Church demonstratés that the spiritual revivals of any age -
are an ilmportant symptom, even if they do not succeed. All inno-
vations can be kecpt in perspective if we recall constantly the ar
argument of Gamaliel (4cts.5. 38-39). If the undertaking is of
God, 1t carnot fail; if it comes from man, it will destroy itsclf.
Here again, history can enlighten us. It shows us that plans never
gct beyond the paper satge unless there is a shrong personality to
implement them. What could the Council of Trent have donce with a
St.Charles Borromeo, a St.Vincent de Paul, a Father Ollier!
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