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CSSP - NEWSLETTER - CSSP

Congregazione dello Spirito Santo Clivo di Cinna, 195 - 00136 Roma

 FEBRUARY 1973 - . 2_7#«5‘2,'2{ .~ No.z4

‘ .._-—:l—---':—--::zz_r—_::::: | ." ’ | : E..a._&@é |
' ROME, GERMANY FRANCE, AUTEUIL, TREIMD' ceee = b
SENEGAL CEAOF- (Dakar) GAMBIA, v.cevecessa 5 -6
CAMEROON, CONGO, BAGAMOYO, KILIMANJARO et  TiaETG
TANZANTA, MADAGASEAR;MARTINIQUE,....vev.ese 9 = 10

GUADELOUPE, LATIN AMERICA, THAILAND........ 11 - 12

OUR DE-AD o [ » . - . . 7 L4 - L » 1 2
COI‘l‘eCtion,, T A e TR R R c'.‘ r e - c ° 12
ROME - . NEW_CARDINALS.

During the solemn ceremony, held on February 2nd, at the
Vatican in honour of Candlemas Day, Our Holy Father the Pope
announced to the thousands of Nuns present, that on March 5th a
special ceremony will be held at which thlrty new Cardinals will
be created. ‘We will only mention here those who have a part-
icular Slgnlflcance for our Congregatlon.

~ Mgr Sergio PIGNEDOLI Secretary of: the Sacred Gongregatlon for
the Evangelisation of Peoples.

"Mgr Maurice QTUNGA, Archbishop. of Naerbl (Kenya)

Mgr Emile BIAYENDA, Archbishop of Brazzaville (Gongo),

‘Mgr Luis APONTE MARTINEZ, Archbishop of San Juan' (Puerto Rico).
Mgr Paulo Evarlsto ARNS, Archblshop of Sao Paulo (Brazil).

Illl

PrlzeW1nners in the S C.E.P. Competition,

On the occasion of the 550th annlversary of the Sacred Cong—
regation for the Evangelization of Peoples, a journalists' comp-
etition was held on the theme "The missions are still necessary".
Nineteen Journallsts sent in articles: 5 in French, 4 in Italian,
4 in Engllsh ‘4 din Spanlsh, one jin German and one 1n Portugucse.
.The prizes (alrllne tickets) were prescnted at a brief ccremony
on January 5th., The first prize (a return ticket to South East
Asia) was awarded to Mr Fabtrick RILEY for his article in the
"St.Cloud Visitor" Minnesota, U.S.A. The second prize was shared
'ex aequo' by Mr Georges Huber: for his article in 'La Croix'
(Paris) and 'La Libertd' (Fribourg),and by Mr Gian Franco
Svidercoschi for his article publlshed in 'L'Avvenire', Mr
Patrice NYANO's article in 'L Effort Camerounais' of Yaoundé was
highly commended,

COMMITTEE FOR THE FAMILY

It was announced in Rome on January llth that the Holy Father
Pope Paul VI is to set up a Committee for the Family for a three
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year period 'ad experimentum”. The aim of this Committee is to
empha®ize the value of the splrltual moral and social realities
of the family, and %o promote and safeguard them. The Committee,
‘conceived as a body for pastoral study and research at the service
of the mission of the Church and of the Holy See in particular, is
composed of representatives of +the pontifical Cffiices concerned,
of pastors and lay people,

It will be the forum of concerted action needed by the Gffices
which, ir. thé fietd~ef their coumpebence, deal with gLestions con-
cerning the family, for the purpose of working out in the best
possible way & common line of pastoral action., The Committee is
linked with the Council for the lLaity, without however being de-
pendent upon it. It will be run by a coordinating group, which
shall include the President - Cardinal Maurice ROY; a First Vice-
President, a Bishop; a Second Vice-President, a married layman;

a Theologian Assesseor, an ecclesiasticy; a Jurist Assessor, a
married layman;.a.Councillor, a married laywoman; a Secretary, a
married layman, There will also be 18 committee members and ©
'consultative' membhers, chosen by the Pope for their competency
and experience matters concerning the family.

GERMANY lew History of the Congregation

A few years apgo, Father Josef Theodor RATH, of the German
Province, decided to edit a History of the Congrepgation., In all
there will be three volumes of ‘which the first has just been pub-
lished and is subtitled 'Le Séminaire parisien du Saint-Esprit
pour les pauvres clercs, 170%-1800' -The Paris Seminary of the
Hely Ghost

This publication is 15 x 21 cm in size, contains XII and 38¢
pages., The text is typewritten and reproduced on. offset on a
reduced scale, -

The author has consulted many sources, in particular the Mother
House Archives, in which he researched thoroughly, ag well as
using the "classics" of Spiritan History (Le Floch, Keren and
Michel), not wishing to employ half measures.

In the 75 page introduction he retraces the historical back-
ground of the Congregation, forms a synthesis on the History of
the French Church of the 17th and 18th centuries, during the
Absolute. Monarchy, e »» Gallicism, the Catholic Ooanter—Lefovmat1on
the Reform of the Secular Clergy and the instituticn of Semlqarles
Jansenisw, the missionary movement of Capuchins and the Seminary
of Foreign Missionaries. This synthesis is directed_ towards Germ-
an readers, and enables us to appreciate the 01rcumstarces which
gave blrth to our Congregatlon.

The opening chapter is dedicated +0 Claude Frang01 OULLﬂRT
DES PLACES: firstly his youth is described, followed by his
friendship with GRIGNION DE MONTFORT, his 1aw gstudies and his -
decision to become a priest, then hlS studies in Paris, the found-
ation of the Seminary, the Drlmltlve rule and finally hls early
death,

I'or over 50 years -~ from 1710 to 1765 - the Gongregatlon was
guided by the work of Fp BOUIC, which is studied in two chapters.
The first deals with the streng*hﬁnlng of the foundaticn of the
Seminary, and all the difficulties which had to be surmounted in
order 5o Obtgln legal recognition after the approval of the rule
in 1734, The following chapter tells us about the Seminaries at
Meaux and Verdun and about the Spiritan struggleagainst Jansenism,
and particularly about the first students from the Seminary
sent to Canada. . o o

Dr.BECQUET, Superior from 1763 to 17338, augmented the mission-
ary committment of the Seminary by taking charge of the areas of
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Guyana, St.Louis and Sénégal, Durﬂpg his term of office our con-
struction at Rue Lhomond was completed. .

The final chapter describes the destruction of the»Semlnary-
during the revolutionary uphcaval, despite Fr,Duflo's efforts to

save 1it. The book cnds with the sale of the Seminary and the
dispersal of the Spiritans. . :
This is a very *nte“estlng and ea51ly road work, The author

arouscs our curiosity by using original sub- titles, for cxamplec:
Tho Jesuits of the Holy Spirit, The bold LrChblShOp, The Super-
ior's disgrace, Two steps from the abyss etc,, but this doecs not
detract from the serious naturc of the work, Full refercnces are
given for all authoritics quoted, We look foreward to the spcedy
publication of the seccond volume, which will ‘recount the steps
taken to restore the Seminary.’ (P.H LITTNER)

FRANCE o CHEVILLY CONSORTIUMM

.. The Consortium (common Formation programmec for a numbor of
different missionary institutes) at Chevilly now opcrates a threce-
ycar programmc instead of a four-ycar one. This has naturally
led to a decrecasc in the number of C.5.S5p. following the course.
On the other hand; the over-all number of students has incrcased .
because of the number of missilonary Sisters who arc now taking
advantage of thesc courses in Chevilly. In addition, a community
of twelvec Brothers and postulants, under the dircction of Father
Uzecl, heclped by two Fathers on up-dating courses, has becn organ-—
ized in such a way that these young rcligious can avail of the
Consortium courscs either for up-dating themsclves or, in the case
of thosc getting ready to go on the misgions, to decpen their
uloologlcal forma+1op while also doing +h01r technical and other
studics.

Students at the Consortium

- mm em e e em e Gmm ae mm e e e e e e o e v wem eem i e e e mm mme e sem e s e e

S I _II IIT  TOTAL
French Spiritans 13 11 13 A7
Swiss Spiritans 1 1
-English Spiritans 1 1
Pelgian Spiritans 1 1
Spiritan Sisters 2 2
Forcign Missions of Paris 1 4 8 13
Fathers of St.Jacques. 1 1 1 5
African Missions of Lyons. 3 2 2 7
Sisters of Our Lady of the apostles. 5 5
Marist Sisters. 2 2
St.Méen Sisters 1 1
Kermaria Sisters 1 1
TOTAL: 28 18 28 4.

L e T I T T e T e

Firc in the Orphanage of Saint-Michel

Flro brokg out on January 5th in onc of the buildings of the
Orphanage of St.,Michel in Priziac, which is onc of the Autcuil
group. [Iour dormitorics were destroycd, containing beds for 120
orphans, Porturauely no one was injured. With some tightening-
up 1t has becen found possible to accomodate all the 340 orpbans in
the buﬂLdlngs which are left, Although this is not stri ctly in
accord 'with the book', it looks ag 1f this cmergency situation
will have to last tlll the end of the school ycar.

The flu chosc this moment to strike, just when all the infirm-
ary dormitories werc accupicd by hecalthy childrcen. The poor
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infirmary Sistcr spends her days running from dormitory to dorm-
itory with aspros and hot drinks. Decputy IHUEL has succecded in
getting an allocation from his collcagues on the General Council
of Morbihan, The cost of rc-building will be very cxpensive and
as is usual with the works of Auteuil, Father JEZO, the Dircctor
of St.,Michcl will have to count on the gencrosity of bencefactors,
whom no doubt the Little Flower and Father BROTTIER will scnd to

his assistance.

- mma e e e mm e mm ey mee wem emm ewm s wee e wme e

IRELAND MISSIONARY NIWS

The 1972 January-February cdition of the Irish Newsletter not
only gives us news of the Province, but also of many missions
where Irish Spiritans are lnvolved., We now take a look at some
of thesc:

ATASKA: TFr.Ed STERLING, until now in charge of the parish of
Palmer, has now becen appointed Rector of the Cathedral
of Anchorage. This reinforces our hopes that Spiritans are will-
in with the local Church and are being apprceciated.
CANADLA: Our first missionaries lecft for Malawi at the beginning
of the ycar, Father T.Colleton will take part in the
National Missionary Council organizcd by the Hicrarchy, to promotc
intcrest in the missions.
BR.LZTIT: Having spent somc timc in a parish run by thc Scheut
Fathers, Fr.D.KEEGLN tells us about the parish of Sao
Joao de¢ Meriti, which is in our charge. It is part of grecater Rio
de Janciro and is rapidly growing. It beclongs to the diocesc of
Nova Iguacu, which has a population of a million and a half, and
is scrved by only 70 pricsts. LAnd whilc the population is rock-
cting up, the number of pricsts is falling, This situation is
driving us to concentrate on the training ('conscicntization') of
the laity, in-small communitics, in the hope that they will cven-
tually be rcsponsible for their own pastoral affairs.
ETHIOPI.: In connection with the ncw mission founded in Ethiopia,
Fr.H.Mullin talks of "cthiopianization" of thc liturgy.
Letually, the Catholics in Ethiopia arc either of Latin ritec or
of an Ethiopian rite which is similar to that practiced in the
monophysitce Church., In the words of the Pro-Nuncio of fiddis Abcba:
"Even if we accept cthiopianization of the liturgy, therce will
still bc necd for adaptation. You could not just takc over their
ritc as it stands and imposc on the faithful all thosc rigid rules
of the traditional orthodox ritc, with thce scvere fasts, long
officcs and Masscs cetec.. Idcaliy we look for a liturgy that will be
authentically oricntal, but rcvised, simplified, and not unwilling
to incorporatce into its composition suitablc clcments of the Latin
rite. For missionarics, it looks as if the futurc will demand a
gradual preparing for cthiopicnization of the liturgy - studying
it, informing oncsclf about its spirit, its symbolism ctc. .And of
coursc, 1t adds anothecr reason for trying to acquirc a good know-—
lcdge of Amharic.(though not Gu'lcz).
NEW GUINE.L: We rcgret that owing to a shortage of space, we will
not be able to describe the picturcsque details given by our mis-
sionarics working undcr conditions cqually 'primitive' as thosc of
the population they arce cvangelizing. We will just quotc thesc
words of Fr,T.CRE.N:
"The confrercs have becen well received by the Bishop. He is very
appreciative of their fine work and is unstinted in his praisc. He
has tricd to kccp them as closc together as possible and has treat-
cd them well in parishes allocated, Sometimes they fcel that had
they got their own arca in the diocese they would be involved in a
work of the Congregation and could work in some of the ideas garn-
ercd from their previous missionary work. However, they arc quite
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content to work as they are at the moment and fecl that they can
do a good day's work, which is all that ‘any missionary qutsigd

SENEGAT DEATH OF MONSIGNOR PROSPER DODDS

‘The Most Rev.Prosper Dodds, C.S5.Sp., Bishop of Saint-Louis,
Senegal, died in Saint-Louils of a pulmonary cmbolism on January
12, Though his health had not been good rccently and he had gone
to a Dakar hospital for a ten-day check-up before Christmas, his
dcath came unexpectedly. ‘He was 57 years old, and had been a
Bishop for 20 years.  Hec was born in Saint-Louis on February 17,
1915, He joined the Holy Ghost Congrcgation and after studies in
France and Switzerland, was ordained priest on July 23, 1929. He
returncd to Scnegal that year and taught at the minor seminary at
Ngazobil, while helping in verious mission stations. In 1947 he
was named Prefect lApostolic of Ziguinchor, and when this became
a Vicariate in 1952 he was consccrated (as Titular Bishop of Ben-
ncefa) on October 26, 1952. On September 14, 1955, Zinguinchor
became a Diocese, with Mgr.Dodds as Bishop. He brought in scver-
al new Congregations of wissionariecs and did a great decal for the
spiritual and social development of the arcéa before he was trans-
ferred to Saint-Louis on February 15y 1966, where he scrved as
Bishop for 7 years. I§ November 1972, he was brought to Dakar
for hospital treatment but insisted on returning to Saint-Louis
for Christmas. However, he had to rcturn again to Dakar and it is
there that he died on January 12th after he had rceceived the
Sacrament of Extremeunction. o

The Scssion on the Means of Social Communication

Following its plenary scssion in Dakar from the 15th to the 19th
December 1972, the Commission for the Means of Social Communication
of the Episcopal Confercnce of West Frcenchspeaking Africa, approved
of sevecral resolutions from which we note the following points:

— The Commission feels the great nced that therc is for thorough
technical training for all apostolic workers who make usc of the
mass media., It proposes that training sessions be organizced for
cach medium on a national, regional or international basis.

~ For proper training therc must be good technical equipment and a.
gqualified staff. This requires financing on a scalc bcyond the
capacity .of the different countries, - and so it asks thc compcetent
international organizations to sponsor projects for training, cquip-
ment and research, and also the financing of thce Commission's
Sccretariat, '

~ The Commission asks the West African Episcopal Confecrence to take
steps to resume publication of 'Afrigque Nouvelle', in a form based
on the findings of a serious study by press expcerts and in conform-
ity with the pastoral necds of the Episcopal Conferecncce., _

-~ The Commission recognizes the growing importance of radio in all
the countrics, and the effort to make this means of social commun-
ication a real instrument of dialoguc with the pcople for their

full development. It recommends that the mediz used for proclaim-
ing the Christian message, cspecially the radio and the press,
should also scck greater dialoguc with the pecople and should make
grecater usce of local languages. :
~ The Commission draws attention to the nced for Catholics to take
part in television programmes. . It draws our attention to the
African film festival at Ougadougou, where Catholics can help in
the full development of Lfricans through the cincma.

- It is suggcsted that cach country sce to the training of Catholic
teclevision professionals, conscious of their miszsion as Catholics.
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— The Commission asks the Cdatholic intcernational organizations to
make .usc of their 'stdatus with the Unitcd Nations'organizations, so
as to get put into effect the resolutions and recommendations
adopted. o
- The Commwsqwon eXp cgsed to the Episcopal Conference its concern
on the use of satellites for social communications, and hopes that
these new means will be used for promoting the integral develop-
ment of Africans. B » » '
- The achicvement of these resolutionhs in West Fwonchspoakjng
Lfrica will depend on the successful establishment of a Secretariat
of Social Colmunlcatloﬂs,‘ﬂttqched to CELLM. :
- Finally the Commission is glad that a first ull—ufrlca moetlng
of Episcopal Commissions on Social Communications will be held in
197%2. It wishcs t¢ contributc to its work in prcscnting these
conclusions and in scnding a delegation to the nceting.

We must also add that the COmmlSSWOﬂ strcsses the importance of
the World Day of Social Communications in awakening the intcerest
of Catholics in thc mass media and in getting the professionals to
be more fully conscious:of their dutics-as Christians in their work.

THE GAMBI.. MISSION

This mission dates back to 1849, whon the first French Spiritans
were sent by our Vencrable Father Libermann., 1905 saw the arrival o
of the first Irish Spiritan - Fr.John MEEHAN, who dicd in 1954, but
whosc memory is still living. In 1931 the Gambia was cstablished
as a mission scparatc from Dakar. It then gradually became the re-
sponuabiliuy of the Irish Provincc of the Holy Ghost Fathers. Then
in 1951 it becamc a Prefecture Lpostelic, Finally, in 1957 it
beccame a Diocesce (Bathurst in Gambia),.under thce prescnt Bishop,
the Most Rev.Michacl Moloney, C.S8.5p.. Hc is helped by a tcam of
scme 20 Irish Spiritan pricsts and 3 or 4 Brothers. Thesce arc
spread out over thrcc parishes and cight mission stations. There
arc cight Sistcrs of St.Joseph of Cluny who play an important role
in the ficld of cducation, and thc cight Presentation Sisters of
Mary from Canada are involved in cqtecnotlcﬂl pastoral and social
work, :
In a country where Islam prcdominstes, progress is slow and
alwmost imperceptible from the 'conversion' point of vicw, as one
could expect. Nonetheless, the Church in its 'pre-cvangelization'
work has an important task to fulfil. Education, for cxample is
still at a very backward stage, as also arc the modlcﬁl,agrlcultur—
al and technical fieclds. Therc is, besides, the cever pressing
problcm -of harmonizing the Christian ideal of marriage WLth Lfrican
custom and tradition.

Perhaps the most urgent concern of the Church in the Gambia to-
day is thec absence of a native clergy. But the Catholic population
is not fully conscious of this necd. It has not yet undcrstood
that to be a Church in the full scnse it must have its own native
clergy. Very few of our Catholic boys have the chance of cven get-
ting a place in a secondary school, In addition, onc must rcmcuber
that in most cases parents make a grcat sacrifice when they pro-
vide their sons with a sccondary education, and so they expect them
to help them in return when they do @tain their '0O-lcvel'. Earlier
in this century there were one or two Gambian priests, but the
tradition did not gather sufficient momentum. There is very little
example for young pcople, there is not cven one scrnior scninarian.
In the case of the native sisterhood, thc problem is basically the
same, but not as pronounced. There 1re at prosent two Gambian
Sisters, and it seems as if these arc alrcady giving the 1ncont1vo
so nccessary for those contemplating such a vocation.

Hence, the Church in the Ganbia has a twofold aspcct attached to
its work. There is, first of all, its duty and concern to fced this
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tiny choscn flock of Christ from the table of the Word and the
Euchurlst, to cnsurc that they become truly the vital 'pars pr
toto', the lecaven in the mass. Secondly, it must continue to
bear W1tnoss to the love of Christ among 1ts non—Cnrlst¢an
brothers. And even if alﬁloguo is not possible, "silence, pat-
ience and cspecially love become in such conditions the witness
that the Church can still offer and which not cven decath itsclf
can silence" (Pope Paul VI, 'Ecclesiam Suam', No, 207)., It is
not just the work of a l'fetime, but perhaps of many gcncrations
of migsionarics. And so, cver mindful of the divine command to
prcach bhe Gospel to all pecoples, we must TlWT]S becar in mind at
the same.time that it 1s not fir us "to know btimes or datcs which
the Father has decided by his own authority" (Lots 1:7) (FIDES,
article by Tr, ELLISOV)

CAMEROON - INTER~CONGREGATIONAL SEMINARS

: During the yea 1972, the Union of Religious.Sisters in Camer-
.oun organized six semlaars mainly on the Bible, They were attend-
ced by 288 Sisters, and 4% prLests and Brothers also took part, The
Union also orpﬁnwzed five retrcats during the school holidays.

Thege were followed by o total of 214 persocns, 1nclu¢1ng 41 priests
and a Protestant deaconcss.

Since October 1971, a small group of African and Euronean Nov-
iceg ‘are following courses on liturgy and Lraal sional African
religions at the Senior Seminary of Yaoundé. They have been well
received by the Seminarians. The presence of Sisters gives them
an oppertunity to discover the deep meaning of consecrated life
within a religious institute. (FIDES 2485)

—— — — - —

GABON ' TWO JUBILEES

Two jubilees were celebrated intthe closing months of 19
the Silver Jubilee of the Episcopal Ordination of Mgr.Jerdme AD“M
(former Archbishop. of lefeVllleg and also the Golden Jubilee of
the arrival of Brother Odilon FEUERSTOSS in Gabon.

Mgr.LDAM came to Franceville in 1929 and spent 18 years work11g
in the Haut-Ogooué reglon. In 1947 he was appointed Vicar Lpos-
tolic of Gabon, then Archbishop of Libreville in 1955, He has now
been replaced by Mgr.iNGUILE and has retired to Okoja, wherec he is
oontlnulng active apostolic work, and can also devote himself to’
his favourite studics = llngulstlos and .ethnography.

Brother ODILON:came to Libreville in 1922 at the early age of
19. After 4 short stay at Sainte-Marie in Libreville and in Don-
guila, he moved to the mission of Haute-Ngounié. Ever since that
time he has been in charge of the workshops and achieved remark-
able results ‘all the time giving an example of rcligious regular-
ity.

ALis both Jubllarlans are Just 70 years old and still in full
activity, we can well wish them "Ad multos annos™!

SESSION FOR CATECHISTS

The first general assembly of Catechists of Estuaire and ngale
took place from the 16th to the 18th November last, in the parish
~of 8t.indré de Gué-Gué.  The main theme was 'Lay Jnvolvnmeqt in the
Church'.,  Fr.EUZEN spoke about the Church in a clear and prcecise
manner. Then a biblical exposé was given by Fr.RREYNAERT on the
theme of 'Mission'. Fr.,Michael LE COUTOUT presented the new
Catechism and explained how to teach it to adults. Fr.LEGAGNEUR
showed how to conduct the sunday officc, in the abscnce of a priest.
Fr .GER.RD spoke on lay involvement in tme Church. [ practical
catechism lesson in two groups - one in the French language and the
other in Fang - was supervised by Fathers PLEYBERT and MBENG-DONG .
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The catechists then returned to their usual duties to put into
practice and teach othcrs what they had learned in the coursc of
these sessions, o ‘ o

CONGO ~ ~ THE DIOCESE OF FORT-ROUSSET

The new Bishop of Fort-Rousset, the Most Rev.Georges Singha (42)
visited the Fides office in Rome in January, and spokc as follows
about his Diocese: . - : _

"There is a great lack of personnel for the Diocese. Ve have
had to close six mission stations for lack of priests; 1in the
others there i1s oftcen only one pricst, sometimes two, never threc.
We arc not able to fill the gaps left by those who have died or who
have gone home because of age or ill health. The minor Scminary
at Makoua has 62 students at prescent, but they are mostly in the
lower forms. The numbers diminish in the higher forms, and the few
who gct through to the baccalaureate arc much sought after for :
other professions., For 74,000 Catholics and 5,000 catechumens (out
of a population of %50,000) the Diocese has 25 priests (7 local and
18 foreign, 17 of them being Holy Ghost Fathers), one Brother, 30
Sisters (of whom 10 African), and 450 catechists.

“"The Diocecsc ig poor, the whole region being poor and under-
developed. JLlso, cverything is much more cxpensive than in Brazza-
ville, beccausc of the cost of transport. Church collcetions, thcre-
fore, bring in practically nothing, and thc Diocesc hags to depend
on gifts from abroad, .mainly from Europc.

"Ls 1s well known, Congo-BTazzavillc chosc the path of socialism
about ten years ago. But this-did not prevent the President of .the
Republic from placing four aeroplanes at the disposal of pcoplec in
Brazzaville who wishcd to attend the ceremony for my ordination as
a Bishop in Fort-Rousset on August © last. The President also
named the Minister of LAgriculture to represent the Governacnt at
the function. o §

"What makes the work so difficult in the Diocesc dis the long dis-
tances involved. The closcst missions are 50 kilemebtrces from cach
other,and some arc as far away as 300 kilomectres from thc next.

The roads arc usable cenough in the dry scason {(from May to October),
but this docs not hold for the rainy scason. Thc only rcally uscful
vchicle, thercfore, is a Land Rover, and these, unfortunately, arc
cxpensive. Boats with outboard enginces arc also ncesssary for the
river zones. : - B

"In gcneral the peoplc show a lot of goodwill, The priest is re-
spected and wanted. FEach important centre wants to have a mission
station. We havc eéstablished a catechumenate, for both adults and
children, in all the larger villages. A4As will as the 450 official
catechists, groups of sccondary school students (boys and girls of
16-18) help out in several stations by tcaching catechism to the
children. We have weekly training scssions for -thesc students!.,

TAST AFRIC. CORRECTION

We wish to apologise for our crror in .announcing the appointment
of Fr.Joscph KELLY C.5.8p. as Sccretary for AMECEL. In actual fact
Fr.Kclly has becn asked by AMECEA to study the feasibility of an
information and documentation scrvicc for the Church in East Africa.
The new Secrctary of LMECEL is Most Rev.V.J.McCauley CSC., former
Bishop of Fort Portal, ‘ .

DELTH OF THE OLDEST FRENCH SPIRITAN

Father Alphonse. GEMBERLE died on January 12th, 1973 at Morogoro
(Tanzania)., He was 92 years old - the oldest of our French Spiritans,
Born in ilsace on January 5th, 1881, he was professed on October 1st,



- O —
7

1902, and ordained priest onm October 28th, 1906. = ¥irst he
taught in Knechtsteden and Saverne. In 1910 he left for Last Africa
where he was to spend 62 years, except for 2 years when he was. on
holiday. He worked in different missions in the Districts of Bag-
amoyo and Morogoro, and besides French and German,,he also spoke
fluent English and Swahili. In October 1972, he celebrated the -
70th year of his religious profession, something which does not
happen very often! Since 1970, he was living at the Hospital of St.
Francis de Turiani, near Mhonda, where he died after a long and
fruitful life, : :

A RLRE "FEAT™!

During the first week of last October, a "young" 80 year old
bearded missionary, Fr.Aidolphe GEYMANN, climbed Mt.Kilimanjaro and
said Holy-Mass on the "Altar of Africa", in fulfilment of a pledge
made as a young priest. He set out from Marangu Hotel assisted by
a young Swiss priest, Fr.,irthur HAUSER, himself a skillcd mountain-
cer. Vhen they reached Uhuru point, the two missionaries celebrat-
cd a Mass consecrating all Africa to Christ the King and Mary Queen
of Peace. Fr.Geymann was ordained priest 52 years ago by Mgr.Lc Roy
who himself c¢limbed Kilimanjaro and said Mass there almost 90 years
ago. His book describing this historic safari was published in
Paris in 1893 and subsequently translated into English. TIr.Geymann
is at present chaplain to Huruma Hospital in the diocese of Moshi.

COR UNUM TO HELP TANZANIA

Tanzania has been choscen as one of the first countrics for a
pilot study on Church development. aid by Cor Unum, the organization
begun in 1971 by Pope Paul VI to co=ordinate Church aid projccts
throughout the world, (Cf No.%% p.10) The Tanzania Catholic
Secretariat reported. that -Cor Unum said- Tanzania was chosen because
1t was undergoing -a peaceful gocial revolution, and because the
Church was cagér to take part in development. Tanzaniz's President
Julius. Nyererc, is-a Catholic, To initiatec its project, Cor Unum
has proposed sending a team. of experts to Tanzania to cvaluate the
development priorities in the country and study ways of supporting
the self-help efforts of the peoplc. At Their November mecting
the Bishops of Tanzania identified the following. arcas of concern:
water and irrigotion, agricultural improvements, small industrics
in rural arcas, and vocational training opportunitics for thosc who
left school after the elementary grades. (N.C.) :

+ o+ o+ 4+ o+ o+ o+ ok + o+ o+ 4+ o+

MADAGASCAR 4 special kind of rctreatb

There were seven of us, pricsts, onc a Malagachce, at Ambohit-
ralanana to. make what is commonly called "our retreat”., Do
"retrcat prcacher'"had becen appointced to direcct the excrciscs, so
we took it in turn to prcach. What was therc to say except to
announcc Jesus Christ to one another? This Jesus Christ who is the
mecaning of our very lifc as a pricst, whom too often we think we
possess comnletely and 1n all His truth ..... cach onc of -us for
himscli. - To sharc Jesus Christ was somecthing diffcrent, it was an
‘affirmation that it 1s Hewho posscssces us and that He does not allow
Himself to bec posscssed in fullness and in truth, cxcept in the
Church that is to say in a group. Rcciprocally, a genuinc cxper-—
icnce of the life of a "Tcam" implics a "Shared Faith in the Church".
It is very comwmon for us pricsts to discuss various natters, and we
know how sterile thesc discussions often arc. The cxpericncc of
rcally listcening to the other, especially when he is a pricst, is
very important in the 1ife of a team. Morcover, on the part of the
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of the- spoaker, since 1t was a sharing at the 1cv01 of Taith, therc
was necd of 'a great simplicity o close to the ”11ttlc”vwrbuo of
humility so close to the authentiecityuof- fhergdspol,, SO impor-
tant also for a genuine team-life founded on Jesus Christ.

.This sharlng formed an integral part of. our Bucharistic celcb-
ration beccause it replaced that part of Mass which is called the

Celebration of the Word. In the samc context, we cven arrived
at a penitential cercmony, where cach onc of us in all simplicity
admitted his sindulness. The recognition that we arc sinncrs

puts our lifc as a tecam at its true lcvel 1n the eXpCrienco of the
Church, the Church exists hcre to bring salvation to all men ....
and thc pricsts too arc part of this Church wbvch is in nced of
salvation,

In the afternoon, after sowe frce time for praycer and rcading,
we met again around the table to take up the same subjecct, but this
time more ‘from the pastoral angle and in a spirit of exchange and
discussion.

How to describe these six days spent together7 For me they were
a time for rediscovering a conviction: one does notb Join a team
because it is the fashion or because 1t is the mos®t practices way
~to 'divide out' a sector, but because the mlssion of the Church is
something that concerns us all together ..... Will we be able to
realize in our daily work what we have lived here? Actually, we
meet together to organlze our work, more rarely to reflect in com-
mon and exchange experiences. But we are very conscious of how
far we are from doing this really well, from going the whole way,
in order that these meetings of ours may be really based on Faith,
that 1s to say on Jesus Christ, by whom we live - He who is the
foundation of the Church and so the foundation of every team there

is. _ (Bulletin - Madagascar District, Jan. 1973)
' e e Pt

MARTINIQUE Meeting of the Bishops of the Caribbean

On Monday January 8th, the Bishops present at the enthronement
of Mgr.Marie Sainte, Archbishop of Fort-de-France gave an account
of their respective dioceses situated on the following islands:
Granada, Sainte-Lucie, Dominica, Jamaica, Trinidad, Tobago and
Guadeloupe, and on the contlnent at Guyana (prev1ously Prltlsn
GUjaﬁu> and French Guyana.

From these talks, a clear plcture emerged of the different necn-
talltles resulting from different forms of colonisation. The
Anglo-saxon and Latin worlds have nothing in common. ‘Whereas one
is relaxed, with a sense of humour and easily adapts to reality, the
other is uneasy and anxious, intellectualizing the smallest problems.

The figures available show that in some countries of the Carib-
bean the standard of life is much inferior to what is normal in
Martinique and Guadeloupe. The same problems constantly recurr:
population explosion, underdevelopment and conjugal infidelity. The
shortage of clergy has caused the Church in certain places to empha-
cize the rdle of the laity, and in particular the training of cate-
chists. The presence and importance of non Catholic Churches has
developped in the Engllsh specaking islands, .... a strong ecumenical
MOVEMENT soasacesenssrws . Tne shortage of vqcatlons remalins the
magjor problem and even jeopardlses the future of the Catholic Church.

A1l 1n all, this was an cxtremely interesting experience, cven
though all were nov complotOly at ease speaking Inglish.

In November, a council of the Churches of the Caribbean is to be
held, to which the diocese of Martinique and Guadeloupc have been
invited, Mgr.Marie Sainte has been appointed as a member of the
Permanent Council of the Episcopal Conference of the Caribbean.

(AUJOURD'HUI DIMANCHE, 539)
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GUADELOUPE Creole as a liturgical language®?

The review 'Eglise de Guadecloupe' (No. 129 & 120) has published
two inte restlng studies on the above subject. The languuge in
question is the form of Creole that is spoken in the French West
Indies, because other forms exist elsewhere. The Negroes vho
were brougbt to these regions.as slaves evolved a type of 'pidgin"
(pragmatic language), while the dominant class - the Whites - '
spoke a kind of 'bog French' called sabir. Little by little pid-
gen and sabir converged to become what we now call Creole, To-- =
day, the Creoles are no longer ashamed of their maternal language. -
They arc no longer satisfied with speaking it, but wish it to be
written down. There is a difficulty since there should bec a uni-
form way of writing it which could thus become the 'lingua franca'
between the English and French West Indies. . This will eventually .
be done no doubt, thanks to the work of cminent linguists, and the
help of many learned Societies, Once official recognition has
been gained with standardization, will Creole have the right to be
admitted into the liturgy? If the liturgy is the cxpression of
the FPaith of the pcople, it is To be noticed that Crcolc is the
language cemploycd by the ordinary West Indian iz his pecrsonal
prayer, What objection is therc to using the languagc of the
mejority for the public and collective prayer of the community?

Of coursc, the authoritics cannot lecave this matter to individual
well-wishers., The success of a Crcole Liturgy is not impossiblc.
It is already being tried in communities with a Creolc outloolr,
where neither English nor French is properly spoken or understood.,
In the casc of the other communities, it would appear that the
moment has not yet come to solve thls problem at the lovol of the
West Indies as a whole. However, cxperiments arc being carricd
out in Haiti and are planncd for bulnbe—Lu01e and Dominica.

(S N N TR SO SR AU S NN SN SRR IO B

LATIN AMERICA MEETING- OF CEL.M

Last Novcmber, the Epﬂscopal Council for Tatin America (CLLHW)
held its 14th ordinary assembly at Sucre (Bolivia). This mceting
was intended to indicate preciscly and clecarly the fundamental
linecs and the criterion for action which would guide CELAM from
now on, Since the organisation had becen criticizod for setting up
a huge super—-structurc, with its departments, its institutions,
its SpOﬁlQl¢Zed burcaus, without much contact with thc rcal Slt—
uation at thec basc.

The President, Monsignor Eduardo fTRONIO Bishop of Nar dol
Plata (“rgontﬂnla) said:

"CELLM is not a governmental structurc, nor a supcr-confercnce or
scrvice organism, it is not the Latin Amcrican Church, howcver,
CELAM is the vchicle of expression of the Church in the original-
ity of its rcsearch and thc transforming force of its presence”.
filrcady, CELAM has achicved some notable successcs, among Wthh
we might mention the following:

1) It has brought about a scentiment of Episcopal colloglallty and
communion among the individual Churchcs.

2) It has helped to revcal the particular character of the Latln
Amcerican Church and its original vocaticn in the contoxt of the -
communion of the Universal Church. o
3) It has given dynamic impetus to the Church's prosoaco in the
contemporary transformation of the contincent.

4) It -has cncouraged reflection, both on the technological and
pastoral lecvel, about the Latln—“merncan recality.
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-0On January 1lth, 1975, Father Herbert FARRELL, of the Province of
Ircland, died in Klmmage, aged 81 years.;. He had been professed
62 years.- (1) ) o ,

— On Januvary 1llth, 1973, Pather = Petrus SIMONS, of the Dutch Pro-
vince, died in Cologne (German Province) , aged 65’years. He had
been professed 41 years, (2)

- On January 12th, 197%, Mgr.Prosper DODDS, Bishop of St.Louis du
Sénégal, of the Prench Province, died at Dakar aged 57 years. He
had been professed 39 years. (%) A ' ' '

~ On January 12th, 197%, Father  Alphonsec GEMBERLE, of the District
of Bagamoyo, died in the District of Bagamoyo, aged 92 years. He.
had been professed 70 yéars., (4)

- On January 25rd 1975, Father IVAN VAN ROOSMALEN, of the District
of Bangui, died in Rotterdam (Dutch Province), aged 54 vears. He
had been professed 20 ycars., (5) -

~ On Jﬂnuary 29th 1973, Father Thomas WALSH, of the Province of
Ircland, dicd in San Francisco (United States of LnEricd), aged 60
yecars,  He had béen professed 39 years. (6) , ,

- On Fcbruary 5th, 1973, Father Paul ALKER, of the Province of
GermanJ,fdied in Menden, aged 86 ycars. We had becen professcd 6%
years. (7) ‘

- On February 10th, 197%, Fathcer Lnthony HLCKETT, of the Province
of Ireland, dicd ot Lake Charles (Province of U.S.L. West), aged
84 years.  He had been professed 60 years. (8)

+ ¥+ j+ + + + 4+ + 4+ R.I.P. + + + + + + + 4+ 4+ +
5) .It has contributed much original thought and the fruite of its
own experlencegto the dlverse rlches of the Universal Church

BANGKOK' : WORLD MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

This confcrcncce, organized by the Icumenical Council of Churches
on thec theme ”Salvetlon today" was opencd on December 29th, 1972,
at Bangkok in Thailand., Two hundred and sixbty two delegutes from
member Churches of COE attended, and there was also a delegation
of catholics, led by Fr HAMMER, General Sccretary of the Sccret-
ariat for the Unity of Chrlstlans.

The report presented by Pastor POTTER was the subjecct of part-
icular attention. Analysing the situation today, where the world
is deeply divided according to race and according to political or
cconomic system, We¢ noted that in this context, the Christiam of
the old world, and thosc of the ncew Churches, £ind themselves in
conflict, inspite of themselves, In the casc of the missionaries,
they arc part and parcel of the structures of the socicty in which
they live, and they cannot escape from this situation. The Church
herself has nced of salvation, from this point of vicw, and it can
only te the result of a more deep ml%Slonary action on the part of
the Churches themselves, Pluralism is inevitable today, and dial-
oguc has become an essential clement in the propagation of the
Faith. . IEvangelization cannot be well done merely on the basis of
certain theologlcal and confessional: declarations. To this there
nust be added action and reflcction on the rdle of the christian in
the evolution of institutions. The mission is not the work of the
professional only, but of the whole pcople of God who should rcceive
the necessary training for this. Fr.Hanrer insisted on the. impor-—
tant rdle which nust always be playecd by "nission", and this can
never be replaced nerely by dialogue., As for salvatlon it can
never be considered mercly from the personal angle, one "hust never
forget the obligation it 1nvolves in the social, political and

cultural fields.

c O C o cC o) C o)



	CSSP Newsletter-No.34 (1973)
	Repository Citation

	tmp.1656518043.pdf.48QqR

