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We regret the delay in sending out our last Newsletter and also
this present number, which was due to a strike of the Italian
postal service., The strike lasted three weeks and the effects
of it are still being felt, This also explains why there is so
little news of our Provinces and Districts. :
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Generalate §isit bf'the Superior General to Nigeria

This visit was planned to coincide with the ordination of.
twelve young Holy Ghost fathers. The Superior General repres-~
ented the Congregation at this important manifestation of the .
development and vitality of the District of East Nigeria.
Father LECUYER left Rome on 17 April and arrived the following .
day at Makurdi, where he was met by Bishop MURRAY, On 20 he
left for Idah, where hé met Mgr GRIMARD., On Easter Sunday he
preached at the High Mass at the mission of Egume,
On FEaster Monday at Oturkpo he had a meeting with the fathers of
the Idoma region, The next day he saw the priests of Makurdi
and environments; on Wednesday at Gboko those of the Tiv area.
On Thursday afternoon the Superior General left for Enugu, where
he had a conversation with Bishop OKOYE and Fr Philip AGUH. The
following day he visited the UnlverS1ty of Nsukka and had a
meeting with the fathers of the region.
On Easter Saturday he arrived in Onitsha and met Archblshop
ARINZE. On Sunday 29 April, at the mission of Ihiala, eleven
young Holy Ghost fathers were ordained and a twelfth was
ordained in his parish., It was a .splendid ceremony with throngs
of people and the usual festivities both religious and profane,
At the Mass the special sermon was pronounced by the Supérior
General.

- On 30 April he visited Blshop UNEGBU of Owerri and Blshop NWEDO

of Umuahia, On 2 May he left for the district of Kabba, where

he visited Bishop MAKOSI of ILokoja and his predecessor Bishop
LELISLE who lives in the mlss1on ot Okene,' On Saturday 5 May
he departed for Rome, :
The trip though brief allowed ‘the Superior General to make a .
first contact with our confreres of the districts of Nigeria and
to get an idea of their problems and of the excellent work being
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done there., Apart from the twelve newly ordained priests, East
Nigeria has at present 25 priests, 24 Senior Scholastics, 1
brother, 15 novices and over 200 Junior Scholastics.
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Ireland Irish missionaries

A recent report published by the Irish Missionary Union shows
that in 1970 there were 5,954 Irish missionaries working in
Africa, Asia and Latin America., Although this was 1,131 fewer
than the number in 1965, it still represents a stronb missionary
contribution from an island of only 4 1/2 million 1nhab1tante.
O0f these missionaries, 2,315 (39%) were priests, 487 (8%
brothers, 2,840 (48%) Slsters and %12 (5%) lay missionaries.
Accordlng to continents the personnel was distributed as follows:
Africa 3,686 (61.9%); Asia 1,697 (28.5%); Latin America 571
(9.6%). Irish Splrlbans acnuallv worklng in mission countrles
number 391.

The Irish MlS%lomary Union, established in 1969-~70, is an
association of missionary congregations (58) worklng at the
national level and in close cooperation with the hlerarchy of
the country., The executive secretary of the Union is Fr

William JENKINSON CSSp.

Ontario District Ohapter

The Chapter opencd on the evening of 8 March and lasted two days,
9 and 10. The work had been well prepared by questionnaires and
by pre-Chapter commissions, so it was possible to keep to the
most urgent and important matters. This session was considered
the first phase of a "permanent Chapter"” which will continue in
the future.

477 of the 50 members of the District attended. Also present
were: Father O'BRIEN Provincial. of Ireland, Father CONNORS
Provincial of United States East, and a representative of the
Province of Canada, .Father O'SULLIVAN First Assistant
represented the Generalate and took an active part.

Of the matters discussed we mention: the aims of the Holy Ghost
Fathers in Ontario, the missionary orientation of the Dlstrlct
education and parish work, finances, vocations (recruitment and
role of the communities), missionary projects, community life,
formation (noviciate, hostel studies, apostolate), prayer,
administration, etc. As regards the latter, the structure is as
follows: on top the District Chapter, then the District Council
comprising the three regional councils of Ontario, Calgary and
Edmonton, as well as the two committecs for formation and
finance.

The conclusions of the Chapter were thus resumed by Father DOYLE,
Principal Superior: "We have reaffirmed our missionary obgectlve
-~ although the definition of mission evidently needs further
study... We have endorsed an expanded programme for vccations
and expressed personal commitment to it... We have endorsed a
formation programme and reaffirmed our commitments in education...
We have undertaken to explore new forms of membership and new
workg, and so have opened up vast untapped areas... We have
committed ourselves to an ongoing Chapter - to continual study
and assessment... We have reaffirmed the need of community.
Though we passed no resolutions about Prayer, new horizons. of
prayer. were opened up for us. Frankly, far more has been
accomplished than I had anticipated but I ask you to recognise
that sacrifice may be entailed in the implementation of the
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decisions made.., I may ask men to undertake extra work and
study... I ask for constant feed-back., One thing comes through
clearly: the necessity to6 study CDD., It is clear that we are not
familiar with it. I recoumend this study as top priority at
regional meetings... If wé understand and live CDD, a lot of
problems are solved and a lot of questions apswered

The decisions of the Chapter of Ontario were approved by the
General Council on 16 April 1973,

I\AAAA‘A/\'AAAAAI\AI\AAAAAAAAA A A A A A A A A A

United States East  Father LE DEAUT at Duquesne

Father Roger LE DEAUT of the Province of France was invited by
the University of Duquesne, Pittsburgh to lecture there during
the scholastic year 1972-73, Pather LE DEAUT a member of the
community of the French Seminary in Rome, is a professor of the
Biblical Instltuue, being a specialist of Aramaic Targumic
liturgy, which is of great importance for the study of the
vocabulary and ideas of the New Testament., "Ancient Jewish
liturgy and the resulting Aramaic versions are a capital source
for the understanding of the origins of the Christian Church.
There are unsuspected treasures which have long been the common
property of the Synagogue and of the Church." Father LE DEAUT
has published the first three volumes of a translation of an.
Armenian version of the Pentateuch; he i1s working on a fourth
volume and a fifth will complete the work. He has written many
articles for reviews and is a member of the editing staff of a
riumber of publications specialising in Jewish-Christian relations.
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South Africa In the diocese of Bethlehem

Our confreres in Bethlehem are preparing to celebrate next year
the fiftieth anniversary of their arrival in South Africa. The
German Holy Ghost fathers, having lost their missions in kast
Africa after World War I, turned to South Africa, where immense
territories still remained to be evangelised. On 21 November
1923 the Vatican established the apostolic prefecture of :
Kroonstadt which was entrustcd to the Congregation. Father Leon
KLERLEIN, Provincial of Germany, was made Prefect Apostolic in
March 1924 and the following August he: arrived in his jurisdic-
tion with a small group of priests and brothers,

The situation was difficult, The area of the prefecturc was
twice the size of Belgium and Holland combined. There were only
1,142 Catholics scattered among 212,000 Protestants of. all
denominations and 170,000 pagans. The prefecture had three
churches., ©Before thelr arrival, religious services. took place
only now and then - from Marianhill 625 kms away and Basutoland.
Our confreres couragcously began work. The brothers built new
churches and new mission stations. In 1929 some Dutch Dominicans
came to help. When Kroonstadt was made a Vicariate in 1935, the
jurisdiction alrcady numbered 11 missions and 7,500 Cathollcs.
War then interfered: our German confreres were 1nuerned for 15
months, aftcr which all work with the Africans was forbloden
until the end of the conflict.

In 1948 the Vicariate of Kroonstadt was divided: the Holy Ghost
fathers kept the eastern part which is now called Vicariate of
Bethlehem, whilst the western part with Kroonstadt was given to
the Dutch’ Dominicans. On the eve of this division the Vicariate
of Kroonstadt numbered 14 missions with 15,360 Catholics. The
new Vicariate of Bethlehem - an area more or less the size of
Holland - had in 1949: 26 white priests, 3 African priests, 7
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brothers, 17 Sisbters, 12 missions and 9,150 Catholics, out .of a
total population of 255,000. The three native priests of the
Vicariate unfortunately had to leave owing to the apartheid law
which does not allow co-habitation of blacks and whites:
subsequently there have been a few seminarians. but none has
persevered.

Tn December 1948 Mgr KLERLEIN resigned (he died on 22 May 1950
in Harrismith) and on 12 March 1950 he was replaced by Mgr
 KELLETER, who had been a missionary in South Africa since 1936,
In 1951 the Vicariate was made a diocese. At the end of 1972 it
numbered 14 residences, 27 Spiritans two of them brothers, 32
Sisters of ot Paul (ten of them Bantus), 3 African Fran01qcan
Sisters, 57 catechists (16 with dlplomas) Of the population of
472,000, there are 38,900 Catholics, of whom 455 are white and
181 are of mixed blood. Since the last war the diocese has

built 29 churches, € chapels, 5 schools, 11 presbyteries, 12
houses for catechists and % meeting halls., This means that there
has been a large capital outlay, but even the ordinary running
expenses are a serious problem for our confreres. The people
are poor and resources have diminished despite outside aid, In
particular it is hard to ensure the working of the schools and
adequate salaries for the teachers,

The schools problem is of course a concern in the whole of South
Africa. In 1954 when the government offered to take over the
schools or to leave their running completely to the churches,

the Catholic Church made the second choice. Today most dioceses
can no longer face the expense, The Episcopal Conference there-
fore dec1ded at the beginning of 1973 to cede a number of schools
to the state. Bethlehem diocese hopes to keep its schools at
least until 1974, but after that?...

The policy of apartheld also causes. serious dlfflcultles. White
prlests may not reside in the terrltory assigrned to their African
parishioners and vice-versa, 70% of the population is rural and
the bldcks work for white farmers, whose permission is necessary
- and not always given - to visit a sick person or to hold a
religious service on the farm. The two communities, black and
white, live closed in upon themselves: there is no understanding,
no trust, no acceptance...

Another ﬂlfflculuj is relations with Protestants, who make up
some 75% of the population. Apart from a few exceptiions, the
ecumenical spirit is not evident and some pastors show distress-—
ing intolerance. _ '

As for the missionaries: "Our behaviour," says TFr DE ROOY CSSp,
"is guided by fear - fear of not being considered loyal citizens,
fear of being considered 'political priests', fear of arousing
hostility towards the Church on the part of the authorities,

fear of conflict with the law if we behave in a Christian way
with the coloured people, fecar of admitting our fear -~ which we
call prudence.,.. Despite our verbal protests, we seem to accept
the status quo..." :

In spite of all this, it is consoling to note that the apostolate
of our confreres has borne so much fruit in this half-century of
presence and work in South Africa. (P.H. LITTNER)
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Fast Africa An example of community development

The ten men of Kirima parish in the diocese of Moshi who joined
hands to build themselves low-cost houses, must feel a great
sense of self-reliance, personal achievement and development
when they compare their new homes with their former cramped and
unhygienic abodes.
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It all started in 1970 when 7 farmers, % teachers and one mason
met with their parish priest Tr LECLAIR to discuss the possibi-
1lity of working together to improve the 11v1n0 conditions of:
their families. They made no written agreement but a strong
bond of brotherly trust existed between these men, who paid an
initial contribution of 200 Tanzanian shillings each towards
the project. The homes were built within three-quarters of a
mile from each other, according to the position of the plots ~
owned by the men., A common plan was agreed on: two bedrooms, a
livingroom, outside toilet and kitchen. The mason in the group
agreed to work for half-salary and gave them the use of the
cement block-making machine and pallets. The men went to the -
river for sand and procured building materials from Moshi
(sharlng the petrol costs). The total cost of each house was

500 Tanzanlan shillings, excluding labour,.
The project must not be evaluaued only in terms of improved
housing but also in the effect it had on those involved. It
has been noted that since the project started these men have
shown a greater sense of leadership and community service in
parish meetings. And they have.encouraged 75 others to work
together in building cement and mud houses.

Senegal The work of the Mandjaques in Dakar

In "The Cross" of 5 May, Félix LACAMBRE devotes an article to
the Mandjaque centre of Medina in Dakar, to which Fr P.G. .
BIENVENU CSSp has dedicated himself, The Mandjaques are natives
of Bissao Guinca and have in Dakar a community of 25,000, They
are a likeable people and well disposed towards Christianity.
When he was gilven charge of this group four years ago, Fr
BIENVENU first learned the language and the customs in the .
border villages of Casamance, - In Dakar a Mandjaque communiby
gradually formed around him in three rented buildings in the
city of Medina, In this centre there are 15 weavers, school
children,  a- university student, a Europecan social assistant who
supervises work in the sewingrooms, and the priest who is the
heart of it all, Fr BIENVENU's office is as bare as a hermitage
and extends. into an oratory which reminds one of the oratory of
Pédre de Foucauld at Tamanrasset, Every second evening twenty
youngsters follow a training course to become compmunity leaders
and instructors of catechists. On alternate evenings they help
reading groups, evening classes and some 60 Mahdgaque catechists.
Fach year there arc about 1, 000 catechumens and %00 baptisms. A
crowded dispensary is run by doctors, a midwife and a nurse, who
work frec- of charge., In one year 1,500 paticnts were examined
and treated with medical samples and equipment received from
benefactors. 5 the community is very poor, it survives through
the dedication of its members; it does not own the buildings of
the centre, which may soon be sold. ”Nevertheless, such as it
is, the Mandjaque community of Medina is an example. Each
uCCGptS his responsibility in the undertaking, which aims at
being complete, human and spiritual., Thus an exiled people is
once more becomlng conscious of its existence...” :

~ kel a3 ~ kel Pl Fad AN AN N A N Fad P ~ NHA NN ~ -~ Fal fad I\ a3 Fal ~ N el A A AN

Brazil The deqth of Bishop Joscph HASCHER

Bishop Joseph HASCHER died in Cruzeiro do Sul on 8 May 1973, at
the age of 82 years. Born in Micgelbach-le-Haut (Haut-Rhin) on
19 December 1890, he was professed at Neufgrange on 18 September
191%; he was ordained at Chevilly on 28 October 1920, and the
following year was assigned to the Prefecture Apostolic of
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Cubango, Angola, Attached at first to the mission of Cuche, he
gserved various missions until 193%, Back in France he was made
director of the apostolic school of Blotzheim. In 1939 he
became superior -0of the latter and in 1940 superior of Saverne

and deputy for the Provincial of France for the houses of Alsace
and Lorraine, which he managed to save from the occupying forces,
In July 1945 he was appointed Visitor to Amazonas (Prelatures of
T&fE and Alto-Jurua) and later he did a visitation of the
Province of Portugal. On 27 March 1947 he was made titular
bishop of Elie and "Prelatus nullius” of Jurua. On 5 June 1947
he was consacrated bishop at Blotzheim by Bishop WEBER of
Strasburg, assisted by Bishop HANGER SMA and Bishop BONNEAU

CSSp. Henceforth he devoted all of his energies to Amazonas,

He resigned on 2 February 1967, remaining in Cruzeiro do Sul as
chaplain to the Dominican Sisters. He is buried in the cathedral
of Cruzeiro do Sul.
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Cameroon Seminar for Bible translators

One of the problems of mission work is the diversity of languag-
es that can be found even in a small area.  One such area is
North Cameroon, where groups consisting of only 15,000 to

30,000 people have their own tribal languages. As far as is
possible, evangelisation is done in these languages and
translations of Bible texts are therefore necessary.

To help the missionaries of the three dioceses of Garoua,

Maroua and Yagoua, a 1l2-day seminar was held in April in Garoua,
under the chairmanship of Auxiliary Bishop Jean PASQUIER OMI.

19 missionaries and 17 catechists, representing 14 different
languages, took part. Among the lecturers were 5 Protestant
pastors who are members of the United Bible Societies,
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West Africa The cinema in Africa

At the Dakar mceting last December (our No. 34) it was recommend -
ed that each country should have a national Catholic cincma
office and it was agreed that Catholics should take an active
part in the Pan-African Film Festival at Ouagadougou (Upper
~Volta) in February 1973, In fact, for the first time, the
International Catholic Cinema Office (OCIC) - whose activities
are known in most other continents -~ decided to award prizes

for African films. The Jjury comprised three Africans (one a
Presbyterian pastor), an Egyptian and a European missionary.
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of Henri Duparc on family life in the Ivory Coast., Cardinal
ZOUNGRANA, archbishop of Ouagadougou, speaking for the bishops
of West Africa, stressed the importance of the event. He said
that "the films of Africa exalting the values of our ancestral
civilisation contribute to the formation of our pecople. The
same cannot be said of all foreign films..."

During the Festival a seminar on the cinema was organised by
the Communications Commission of the bishops of French-speaking
West Africa. '

It may be recalled that the OCIC has a mission secretariat:
OCIC~Filmis, Piazza San Callisto 16, 00120 Rome, which
publishes the bulletin "Filmis" and catalogucs of 16tmm and 8mm
films for use in the missionary apostolate. Information may
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also be requested on audio-visual material,
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On the occasion of the.signing of a contract between the Bishops
of Mali and the White Fathers, Father 'General VAN ASTEN went to
Bamako to explain the spirit in which he had signed the agree-
ment and in which it was to be envisaged and lived out in -
practice. This subject is of interest to 2ll missionary
societies, who may consider his comments:
"By this contract the bhishops reaffirm their responsibility »
for the local Church, and we fully acknowledge this responsibi-
lity by placing oursclves at the service of this Church,
Respect for this responsibility requires a big effort on our
part., In practice someone who has never had respon81b111ty
will not necessarily accept it immediately. It will often take
time for the bishops to become aware of their responsibility.
And they have to learn by cxperience, by trial and error -
which holds true for all of us: we try things out and from time
to time put our foot in it, arnd in this way we learn from our
mistakes, what not to do in future.. That is how our missionary
predessors learned their responsibility, :
"There is a danger of our not allowing the Africans to take
over even when they are willing. We must allow them to make
their own mistakes, which is quite normal for everyone.,... If
an African docs not accept his responsibility as quickly as we.
would like him to or in the same way as we would, we must not
criticise him, Criticism causcs a lot of trouble. 1t prevents
that spirit of confidence which should reign and be at ‘the root
of the contract which has just been signed,
"T ask ceverywhere for native responsibility to be respocted in
every way in order to give the African Church and Africans in
charge the chance to experiment, Quite probably therc are
things they will not do as we would, because of the difference
in mentality. If we criticise - espe01ally when we are more
numerous than they -~ they fecl the weight of our influence.
For heaven's sake, give others a chance to prove themselves!
They are right when they say 'Nothing has changed in the
mentality of your Fathers...' It is still the same colonial
mentality, only it shows itself in a different way. JTormerly
this wishing to impose on the Africans was more evident because
we were in charge, we were recsponsible: we organised things our
way, we sprcad our ideas and our works, and others had but to
follow us, Everyone knows that we can no longer do this
directly but we can still imposec ourselves indircctly - by our
criticisms, forcing others to act according to our ideas or
even preventing them from acting because they are intimidated;
and in this way everything is at a standstill.
"Consequently this is the first thing I ask of you. Behind
this contract an attitude of mutual trust is presupposed., If
it exists, 1t must persist; if it does not, then it must be
made to exist., This nutual trust 1is essentlﬂl if thec paper we
have just signed is to have any meaning and influence,
Otherwise tbls contract is worthless." ("PETIT ECHO", P,640)
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The financing of mission churches

PRO MUNDI VITA has just publisheéd a bulletin (No., 44) entitled
"A contribution-to the study of Church finances in non-Wegtern
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countries” Of this deeply researched text we can cite only. a.
few Iines of ‘the introduction and the conclusion: these will be
sufficient inducement to read the rest...
In the past ten yecars many -churches in the developing countries
have been forced to face a dilemma in the matter of their
finances. On the one hand, there has been a sharp risec in
financial requirements because of the mounting number of
baptised faithful and the ever increasing demands of a costly
infrastructure; on the other hand, in a number of important
donor countries the sums earmarked for church and missionary
purposes .are static 1if not decreasing. There are many reasons’
for this. In some Western countries public opinion is more
interested in devclopment than in evangelisation. Then many of
the yourger generation doubt whether ecclesiastical financial
management has its priorities right and whether it is efficient,.
Moreover scveral developing countries restrict the import of
foreign currency; mass media and tourism give donors, rightly or
wrongly, the impression that there are injustices in the
structures (with which the Church is accused of complying) -
they complain of wastage, triumphalism and lack of pastoral
planning, And we know that many young Christians have an anti-
institutional bias. :
The decline 1n church~going on Sundqys in the West has often
brought with it a shrinking of the traditional Sunday collect-
ions. The rapid decrcase in the number of young missionaries
has lessened personal contacts bhetween donor countries and the
non-Western churches. This, too, has its effect on financc.
At the same time the native clergy are often painfully aware of
the difference between their financial position and +that of the
foreign missionaries, Native bishops and priests spend long
periods in Westerrn churches to collect money, and the drawbacks
of this are obvious. And so the question of how to provide a
sound financial basis for the futurc remains a permanent worry
for many pricsts in non-Western churches. What should be donc?
1- Information about working models of real self-support is
very limited, yet the passing on of such information is what so
many churches arc looking for. PMV urgently asks its readers
to scnd in such information to: Pro Mundi Vita, © rue de la
Limite, B-103%0 Bruxelles, . : ‘
2- A national or regional approach to the problems of self-
support by working parties scems an urgent requircment. Such’
an approach presupposes '
a) a clear distinction betwecn ordinary and extraordinary
expenditure;
b) the draftlng of a plan which will gradually lead to cach
church paying for part of its overall ordinary cxpenditurey
c) a clear distinction between diocesan and interdiocesan
extraordinary expenses;
d) the drafting of a plan which will lead to paying for at
least part of ordinary expenses;
e) a council composed of bishops, clergy, religious and laity
will be entrusted with investigation and planning;
f) the results achieved should be assessed year by year;
g) a determined attitude against the collective individualism
of parishes, dioceses ﬂnd religious congregations within
the Church.
%— Internationally spe?klng, the following points should be
carefully considered: a) a clearer distinction between
ordinary and evtraordinﬂrv subsidies scems imperative; b) the
amount of the ordinary: subs1dy should take far more notlce of
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the differences in the situations; c) as regards extraordinary
subsidies, there should be a responsible ordering of priorities
to be worked out in consultation with the episcopal conferences;
d) there must be grecater cooperation between large national ?16
organisations in the donor countries and between ‘the various
individual countries, particularly by means of exchange of
information and the usc of inuernational coordinating bodics
such as Cor Unum, the PAS, CIDSE, Justitia et Pax and others.

4- The fact that a2 large percentage of Church finances is

spent on paying for personnel. once again raises the issue
whether the present way of organising the ministry is still a
viable one., Regional experiments must be made in this ficld.

5- Basically the problem of making non-Western churches self-
supporting rcmains tied up with that of the economic autonomy of
the new states., This implies a modification of the regulations
that govern international trade. Making the UNCTAD conferences
genuinely effective is an essential condition 1f we want to de-
colonise the communities of helievcrs,

6- On the other hand, the . idea of any kind of excluSive : .
independence of the Christian churches is Simply not ChrlStl?n.
The churches will always have to carry each other's burden (Gal
6,5), and this at the level of imagination and personnel as. well
as of finances. This can only happen when we get rid of all
forms of domination. It presupposes that all examine their
consciences as suggcsted by the Roman Episcopal Synod's
declaration on 'Justice in the World' in 1971.

Epilogue: It is obvious that the non-Western churches will
only become themselves in the full sense of the word when they.
are financially self~supporting. This autonomy depends on the
socio=-economic evolution of the states within which they ‘
constitute a Christian community, on the re-structuring of the
international economic system, on a quicker change of mentality
in the North-Atlantic countries and radical changes within these
countries..,. Once again evangelisation, development and Jjustice
are but aspcects of one and the same reality,
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Missionaries and credit unions

The role of thc missionary in. relation to credit unions was the
subject discusscd in Rome on 5 April-at~awmeetingmorganiscd by
the Conference for Scientific and Technical Education in Africa
(CESTA), the Tood and Agriculture Organisation of the United
Nations (FnO) and by the orgﬁnwsqtion for cooperation between
the missions and FAO (AGRIMISSIO). About 80 people = most of
them from the Third World ~ took part in the meeting organised
for missionaries, religious, students and lay people.
among the speakers Mr QUAINOO from Ghana - general manager of
ACOSTA, the African Association of Credit Unions ~ said that the
missionaries can give valuable help in preparing Africans to
agssume their rcsponsibilities in -the credit- unions, whose aim is -
to encourage the devclopment of individuals and communitics: by
improving the education of children; by helping in cases of firec
flood or diseasc; by providing means to increase the harvests.
In particular nuns can help the women to become involved in the
credit unions, thus rendering yet another scrvice to the families
and to the villages where they live. '
Dr NEWIGER of FAO emphasiscd the necessity for at least some
missionaries to qualify in this field of credit unions,
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On 11 May, at the end of the annual general meeting of the
Pontifical Mission-Aid Societies, the Pope addressed the
menbers :

"It is above all a question of spirit. In next Sunday's
liturgy Christ will be prescented to us as the Good Shepherd,

It is here that wc should draw our conviction and our methods
of work, Otherwise the missionary spirit will not resist the
questionings and grave difficulties of our time, or worse it
could be deformed by purely human pcrspectives. But our faith
requires us to be rcalists and to take practical measures, to
give ourselves adequate instruments with which to face the
missionary field and its various aspects; mission theology,
pastoral animation, the training of priests, seminarians,
religious, novices, catechists...  To better achicve this work,
the Societies that you rcpresent, founded as they were for &
specific purposes, constitute dlfferent sectors whose concerns
and activities arc nccessary and complementary...”

The Pope also noted that the varied activities in the missions
must find the right relationship with the SCEP as with the
dioceses, in view of better coordination. He was therefore
glqa to see that local churches had decided to takec their place
in the overall work of evangclisation. The Sacred Congregation
itself, at its plenary assembly in April 1971, remarked that
one of its principal tasks was to stimulate, support and
encourage the Episcopal Confercnces, and to put on an
institutional footlng its relatlons with the wvarious eplscopal
missionary commissions. This will bec ensured by the ncw.
statutes being drawn up for the PAS.
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After the Missionary Exhlbltlon of 1925, Pope Pius XI, through
the motu proprio 'Quoniam tam praeclara' of 12 November 1926,
dccided to cstablish in the Lateran Palace an ethnological
museun of the missions, the nucleus of which would be formed by
the objeccts sent by the missionarices for the Exhibition. Under
Pope John XXIII the Lateran Palace was renovated and the
missionary musecum was transferred to the Vatican. After ten
years of work it is now complete. - The arrangement of the
objects was carried out according to the most advanced
standards for muscums., There are two sections: the main omne,
open to all visitors, contains objects which illustrate
loglcally and fairly comprehensively the religious culture of
various non-BKuropcan countries; and a second section, still
belng propaLed with collections of interest to specialists.
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Sunday % June will be World Communications Day. Established
by the decree 'Inter mirifica' of Vatican II, it has become
an event of pastoral importance, It is celebrated nowadays
in practically cvery country. The theme chosen for 1973 is:
"Mass Media and the affirmation and promotion of spiritual
values'.
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It is not a question merely of religious values but of all
those bearing on human dignity, Communications ' can contribute
in making known and respected such values, so that all men
may profit. A1l have the right to know what a Christian
believes in -(Matt, 28: 19-20), and to know the facts fully
and without distortion. Mass media’are the instruments of
comnunication. Their effects depend on those who use them.
Many think that only programmes depreciating Christian or
human values have a vast audience - this is an insult to the
majority of men, and it would imply -in those manipulating
media neither the will nor the .capacity to give the public:
material worthy of its intelligence, love of art, ideals and
religious auplrablons, which are largeWy Chrlstlan.
Nowadays therc is a general tendency to questlon or to bellttle
splrltual values in all spheres of life, This tendency keeps
in motlon a damaging erosive proccss which imperceptibly wears
away man's hard-won apprcciation of the better things, the
sacred and the spiritual not to mention the rellglous. Mass
media undoubtcdly have the power to arrest this process, to
halt it, to rcverse it. The media are God's creation, de51gned
for our tlme.y In contributing their powerful support to the
preservatlon of spiritual values, they will best fulfil their
rich promise and best serve humanlty.

(The Pontifical Commission for Communications has suffered a-
deep loss in the death on 2 May of its chairman, Archbishop
Edward I, HESTON, He died during a visit to the Unlted States
his native eountry.) - _

France Instltute for training cducators of the clergy
(L FEC)

Established by the French Eplscopate, the IFEC provides training
in education for priests who exercise - or may be called on to
exercise ~ responsibility for the education of priests, on the
level of on=going as wcll as initial training. The course
lasts one year., ©Short sessions are also organised by the
Institute, but full training requires a certain period for
reflection, which is possible over the space of a year and can
be combined with practical experience.

The periods for reflection comprise a series of fifteen
sessions of five days ecach spread over the year from September
to June. An introductory course is held in the middle of
September, The others are held generally in alternate weeks,
from Monday morning to Friday afternoon, from November on,.

Time which is not taken up with the sessions is devoted to
practical teaching and pastoral duties.

The training course¢ doces not require people to be frec of
engagements; on the contrary, it is preferable to hold an
appointment, which should however be.changed from full-time

to part-time. :

While not negleccting indispensable doctrinal and scientific
aspects, the training doecs not primarily aim at further
knowledge but rather at the ability to perceive, to reflect,

to discern, to communicate what is required in educational
work today. The aim of the IFEC is basically splrltual
discernment. :
Applicants are recommended by their bishop or rcligious superlor-
to Bishop ROUGE of Nimes, 2 rue Robert, 30000 Nimes, or to. the
directors of IFEC 6 rue du Regard, 75006 Paris.
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- Father Karl NEU, of the Prov1nce of Germany, died in Spire
on 21 March 1973, at the agec of 72 -years, He hjd been
professed 49 years, (24)

- Father Paul BARBAUD, of the Province of France, dicd.after
an accident near Buumes—les—Dames (Doubs) on 20 April 1973,
at the age of 48 years. He had been professed 28 years.

(25).

- Bishop Joseph HASCHER, of the Province of France, former
"Prelatus nullius"” of Jurua, died in Cruzeiro d¢ Sul on 8
May 197%, at the age of 82 years. BHe had been professed
59 years., (26)

~ Pather Pierrc BENAITREAU, of the Province of Francc, died
in Chevilly on 14 May 1973, at the age of 6% years. He
had been profcssed 45 ycars. (27)
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Tor over 4 yeur ‘a representative group (1nclud1ng CSSp members)
from the Generclates who are members of SEDOS, has been study~
ing the guestion of the urban mission, The fOllOWan extrﬂctv'
are taken from a recent report:- E
"It.is not the case,hero, to insist on the magnltude of the

urban explosion in Afrlca, Asia and Tatin America., - There are-
now about seventy ‘cities with 2 population of over 1 miliion in
these continents, =znd they double their population every 30
years. The Working Group discovered gquite carly that the

Scdos Géneralates who responded to its suggestions were well ...
awidrd OFf the emeérging challeénge as the phenomenon upsets the
familiar equilibrium of the predomln ntly rural areas where most
of their members are deployud '

What could be uscfully stressed is the qualitative

side ‘of the phenomenen, The urban way of life generates a
social c¢limate which is 51mp1y different frow what we have hith-~
erto experienced, I¥s inner mechanism tends to produce o new

unfamiliar kind of Third World Man, The Generalatces could find
in this emphasis a way out of their present impasse: 2 kecn
awareness of the problem coexlisting with. an uncomfortahile
ignorance of its resl humosn dimensions and a. consequent helpless-
ness vis—-a-vis the aopparent unmanageability of the urban phen-

omenon. The Working Group has accordingly focused on a search
for the main thrust of this mechanism, this second "natural law”
which regulates rclationships in an urban setting. Its hope 1is

that such an understanding of the city would initinte the process
of a radical rcview of our missionary and pastoral patterns of
action and of thceir theological basis.

In fact, the Working Group noted, among Generalates,
a general trend towards hesitation about the identity of the
specific probleuns the cities were generating. Becausc of
their conviction that urban pastoral pelicy and ploanning werc
the competence of the local Church, the same Generalatos wore
not sure whether they had any role at all to play in initiating
change. However, it did seem Go be recognised that 1t was
their responsibility to: =a) devisc plans for the redeployment
and meaningful involvement of their personnel; Db) put a2t the
service of the local churches ahd at their request pergonnel
with the reguisite specialisations: c) in the same spirit
envisnage and oqcourugo lntermlnstltute teams for special needs;
d) tactfully make suggestions in this sense to the RBishops and
obther reprcscntatives of the local churches.

~0=0-"0=0=0=0~0=0=0~0~0=
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