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THE GENERALATE
The General Chapter Wlll be held-ab Chevilly (France) from 1st

August until THth September 1974, A circular has been sent to
all Major Superiors asking them to indicate, after the necessary
consultation, the topics they consider most important for discu-
ssion at the Chapter, Their replies should reach the General-

ate by 15th March 1974.
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The General Council has accepted the resignation of Father Ernst
VERDIEU from the post of General Assistant, The General Council
regrets his departure, but recognises the validity of the reasons
glven by Father VERDIEU, and thanks him for his brotherly collab-
oration, . :

APPOINTMENTS

Provincial Superlor of United States East: Father Philip J.
HAGGERTY, with effect from 17th August 1973.(15/6/73)

Provincial Superlor of Eastern Nigeria: Father Philip AGUH,
second three-year mandate, with effect from January
5th, 1974, - (22/10/73).

Principal Superlor of -Haiti: Father Antoine ADRIEN, (27/10/73%)

Principal Superior of Senegal: Father Jean FERRON, sccond
three—year mandate,; with effect from 12th November
1973, (22/10/733 A

Principal Superior of Puerto Rico: Father Albert SEICHEDINE
gecond three-year mandate, . w1th effect from- 4th ’
December 1973. (15/11/73) - - _

Principal Superior of Gabon: Father. Gerard MOREL, - second three
-year mandate, with effect from 13th November 1975,
(16/11/73)
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Principal Superior of Makurdi: Father John GROVES, with effect
from 4th November 1973. (16/11/75)

VISIT OF SUPERIOR GENERAL TO MADAGASCAR, REUNTION, MAURITIUS

.——-—_—-———_—...——_——.——-—_—.-—_._-.———..——.-——.——._..__ o e e o e o s il i e et et o et e i e

Rev.Father Lécuyer visited our missions in Madagascar
from 25th August to 28th September., He met most of the confreres
- not an easy task, as roads are few and in poor condition. It
is for this reason that visitation by the District Superior, and
area meetings are so difficult and expensive. From the Fast to
the West coast, air travel is often the only possibility;several
missions cannot be reached bV any other way, especially in the .
rainy season.... ... ‘ :

Some confreres suffer from this 1solatlon. Our miss=" -
ions give a general. impression of great poverty from all points
of view =~ accomodatlon, fac1llt1es food. - lMeals, as is the

................

a variety of sautés, '~ There are few cars,vand these are of tbe
cheapest kind; some missions ‘have none at all. o A

The mlnlstry presents the same problems as in. otber
mission countries: a variety of races, though all have the same
language; persilstent survival of pagan customs; apathy among
some church communities; marriage and.family: problems long.and
difficult treks; problems in combining urban and rural ministry.
There are also difficulties concerning the missionaries them-
selves: conflicting viewpoints and methods among the older and
younger confreres; in some cases, poor relations with the local
clergy; lack of funds etc. In spite of all that,. our confreres
are doing excellent work, A great effort is being put into the
training of catechists and the laity.

Sjnce the two dioceses of Diego Suarez and Majunga are
uhe largest in Madagascar, a further division scems advisable.

From Madagascar, the Superior General went on %o
Reunion. - He found the coufreres, in general,very devoted to
their island ‘and .to their work. On the lst October about
sixty priests met for reflection in common on the pllesthood,
with Fr.Lécuyer to lead the discussions. The latter spoke on -
the 1life and renewal of the Church ag a continuing evolution;
the difference between the priesthood of all the faithful and
that of the ordained minister;the various types of ministry; the
ordination of married men; and in conclusion, on unity among
priests.

Many confreres are llVlag on thelr own, doing pastoral
work in a christian setting. This raises the problem of commun=
ity life, and the problem of missionary act1v1tv strictly sco
called. A certain amount has been achieved in the field of
catechetics, but much still remains to be done. A "Spiritan
House" is being built on the mountain-side overlooking the bay
of Saint Denls.

On the 5th October, the Superior General moved on to
Mauritiusg, which is very dlflerent from Reunion, not only in
its physical aspect, but also in its people, threc—quarters of
whom are non—christians of Indian origin. There are Chinese, of
whom many are christians. The clergy is, in practice, fully
occupied with work for the white and creole population. There
is, however, an Indian mission confided to the Jesuitsj; but also
1nvolvod in it, and doing good work are Fathers PERRTER and
GUILLEMOT (cf. Newsletter no:2%,Dec.1971). The College of the
Holy Spirit at Quatre Bornes takes puplls of all races, reljglon,
and social class.. In this way, it carries out a real m1851onary
work, and it has supplied 80% of the Mauritian priests. =

Distances are so short, and communications so easy that
nobody is really isolated. There is, however, a real danger that
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those who live alone may become complacent, and so ncglect the
poor, "the lapsed oathollos, the non- ohrlstlans among whom there
is. much scope” for missionary activity. There 1s still great
devotlon “to the momory of Father LAVAL. .

+++++++¢++++++J+++++++++++rv++ +++

PROVINCES & DISTRICTS

England: Provincial Chapter

' The 1973 Chapter of the Prov1noe of England took plooe at
“the Passionist Retreat House in Ilkley, Yorkshire from August
6th to Algust 24th. BSixteen members were present, nine from

the home works, and seven from the foreign missions. There were
three observers Fr,Jenkinson, Irish Provincial, Fr.Eon, Prin=
cipal Superior of Maurltlus, and Fr,0'Sullivan from the General-~
ate, who preached the opening retreat.

The Engllsh parliamentary procedure was adopted 1n reoard
to "modi" or amendments, i.e. each one debated and voted separ-
ately. The agenda was deolded upon by the Chapter itself when
it met, and was confined malnly to 4 review of E.P.D. (the
English Province Decisions, elaborated by the 1970 Qhapter) -
ellmlnatlng some elements, modlfylng others, and introducing new
propositions. ' o ;AJ

~Worthy of note was the attention paid by the Chanter to

continuing IOrmatlon._ Father Eon addressed the Chapter on this
questloo, giving an account of the recent French Chapter decis-
ions on the matter., It was decided to set up 2 permanent comm~
ission t6 makc arrangements for the updating and continuous
training of the members of the Province. This commission is to
envisage a renewal course of three months duration, and also make
provision both at home and abroad for shorter refresher coursces.

In regard to members in training, the Chapter decided to. .
retain Castlehead as a Juniorate; not to re-establish an Tngllsh
Novitiate (three English province novices were professed in the
Irish Novitiate in September 197%, and threc others began their
novitiate there in the same month); it upprovod the  continued
attendance of Holy Ghost students at the M.I.L. (Missionary
Institute, LoOndon - a consortium for 7/ missionary societies:
C.5.5p., W F., S.M,A., 5.V,D., Mill Hill, Verona, and COWSO1au8,

affiliated to LOUVan Uquver51ty, and offerlng de@ree aqd ; ,
diploma courses). :

The 1970 Chapter Dlreotlve t at_the Provincial and his
Council consider the possibility of accepting new works, was
modified to include explicit reference to the care of immigr-
ants,. Qne Father had already been assigned to this worlk in
London, i o
The Acts of the English Chapter were approvod by the General
Council on Ootober 16th,. R ‘

NATIONAL NISDIOWARY ASSEMBLY

An 1mportant missionary event took place in Nottlrvaﬂm from
the 25%h to the 27th September, when the National Missionary
Council of England and Wales held its General Assembly for 1975,
centitled: "THE WAY FORWARD", The 89 participants (3 Bishons, :
53 Priests, 23 Sisters, 1 Brother, and 9 lay-people) reprosontod
the principal missionary organisations in the country, such as
the missionary commission of the Episcopal Conference, the ,
Pontifical Missionary Works, the Tay lMissionary Commlttoo and -
the Missionary InStitute, London. 7 Superiors General, nd 10 -
Provincials of missionary irStitutes were present. Rev Father
Lécuyer.was represebted by Pather Donal O'Sulllva;, Flrst
Assistant. L

The lattcr spoke on the re- employment of missionaries who
have been expelled from the area where they were working, as was
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the case in Nigeria after the Biafran war, There are several
possible solutions to this problem Such missionaries could be
placed in other missions whlch would be prepared to takc then,
and there is no shortage of these,  Altecrnatively, they could
do missionary animation work in their own country; or apostolic
work among students or immigrants from mission couﬂtrlcu; or
even among the numerous non-believers in their own country
which, in many cases, has regressed to the state of belng a -
migsion country. The problem is to make the right choice. fhis
needs great care, and the casec of each missionary must he consid-
cred separately, " In particular, provision should he madc for
re-adaptation courses. Tt is also part of the missionary .
rospOHSibility'of the home church, to make provisgion for mlssionﬂ
arles who have to return home.

father 0'Sullivan also spoke of the role of the missilonary
in the context of the present day. Shouvld we wailt until circum-
stances force us to withdraw, and then re~allocate missionaries?
or should we sometimes take the initistive ourselves? This
depends on the stage each particular mission has rceached, Some
still need missionaries, while others can now manage without
them., The ideal is to ha a local church which is self-suffi-
cicnt. This means that 1t must he able to supply the necessary
apostolic workers from its own resources - priests, catcchists,
and community leaders. In this connection, Ir.0'Stllivan
suggested that the Church revise its traditional policy of
admitting te the priesthood only intellectuals and uamarried
people, because this policy means that the pessibility o self-
sufficiency for many local chiurckes must he relegated to the
far-digvant fubturc. e

BDSAAANAANANANNANAAANA
AANAAAANANANANANNANANA

France: Varia

[ ——

In view of the date fixed for the Gencral Chapter, the
Annual Congress, or meeting for missionaries on leave at Chev-
illy, will be held from the 10th to the 13th July; and the
retrest for missionarics and confrcres of the province from the
14th to the 2Cth July.

~ Iollowing a consultation of the members of the Prov1nce,
Fathers Michel KIEFFER (Fast), Emile JACQUOT (UOst) Martin
GROFF (South), and Frangois Ftcoras (North), have heen
appointed Reglonal Superiors. Prother Jean-Pierrc DELSARTE hasg
been elected Provincizl Delegate of the 2rothers.

~ The updating courses for 1974 will be hcld at Mortain. They

will be organised by Fathers CREAC'H and HIRTZ, who will probab-
1ly be Jjoincd by another Father and a Spiritan olster.

— AUTEUIL., At the HQ of the Works of Aubteuil { of which Father
Lucien ROZO is still R€ligious Supcrior) Father Jecan LE GALL,
outgcing Geneval Director, has been replaced hy a team of three
members: Mr.GOSSELIN with the title of Géneral Director,
Mr.MOLLET and Father Antoine JACQUART as Vice General-Dircctors.

*O-O—O—O—O—O"O—O‘O*

United States: Unlver51tv of Duguesne

e et s i v o B . e e g e S . e i a

On the Ard August last,; President Albert BONGO, of the
Republic of Gabon, was made en honorary Doctor of the University
of Dugquesne., He is the fourth African Head of State o receive
this distinction, the others belng President NYERERE(Tanzania),
Prosident AHTDIO (Cameroons), and President MORUTO (Zaire).

It was rumoureld that after a visit to Libya, Pr081dcnu
BONGO had decided to hecome a convert to Islam, but this has
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since been denied. During a recent visit to Italy, the Presid-
ent was received in a Papal Audience on Monday,26th November.

=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~
Ontario: News of the District

The organisation VICS (Volunteer International Christian
Scrvice), whose director is TFather Dcsmond F.McGoldrick, has
announced that 1% new volunteers are leaving to help spiritan
missionarics in West Africa and New Guinea.

FPather Dermot Doran, has recently done a five weeks' tour
of the countries affected by drought and famine in Africa south
of the Sahara. Ic was asked by the American Broadcasting Corp-
oration to co-ordinate the work of a team which was making a
film on the effects of the disaster in the stricken areas.

T o T T O AT VAT T T P O T T TR T
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Seénegal: Expulsion of_a _missionary

Father Antoine GISLER, professor of Social Morality to
the senior classes in two private dinstitutions, was the subject
of an expulsion order made on 8th October last, and has bheen
obliged to leave Scnegal. As a result of complaints made by
parcnts of some pupils, the Minister of the Interior accused
Fr.Gislecr of stirring up subversion among his pupils, of having
incited them to go on strike, and of bheing an unsuitable person
to educate the young because he has alrcady been expelled from
Haiti. Tather Gisler denied thcese accusations bat the minister-
ial order was irrevocable, The Archbishop of Dakar, aftcr
consultation with the religious supericrs, agrcced to the
departure of Fr.Gisler, in order to preserve peace, and avoid
any rcpercussions that would affect the missionaries and their
apostolate, The "Informations Catholiqucs Internationalcs” of
1/11/7% comments: "This expulsion is typical of the difficult-
ies encountered in the missionary apostolate today. It brings
up the whole question of relations between Church and State, and
the rolc of the Church in the developing countries; as also,
the gquestion of the collaboration between foreign pricests and
native clergy & hierarchy. These are delicate problems for
which it is difficult to find any long-term solution",

e s et St ot T (e S v - A v Vvt (i e DS i W S el il R e S S, it Sl Py S M B S W

We have already announced that "Afrique Nouvelle" - whose
loss was greatly felt when it ceased publication - is to
reappear shortly, probably at the end of December., "Afrique
Nouvelle" will now, however, take the form of a magazine, with
paper, text, and illustrations of far superior quality than
those of the newspaper. It will also incorporate high-grade
advertising which will contribute to the financing of the
enterprise, The magazine is thus intended for a certain élite
rather than for the ordinary people. Is this good policy? ...
Only time will tell. The sponsors of the ncw publication are
the Archbishops of Dakar, Abidjan, and Ouagadougou, the former
being also the Director.

Guinea: News_of Mgr.TCHIDINBO

At the beginning of September, Most Rev.Raymond M,
TCHIDIMBO, Archbishop of Conskry, who is still a political
prisoner, wrote a moving letter to the Holy Father, in which he
expressed his fidelity to his wvocation, and the hope that he may

2] 7 + =d .
soon be frced 0=0=0=0=0=0—
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Cameroons: ZLEEQEQEE-QQEEEQEQQE§2_:_§Q-X§§£§-9§m§€§

Replacing the "Cameroun Catholique' established in Douals
in 1937, the Catholic newspaper "L'Effort Camerounals",puol¢shed
in Yaoundé, has now been in existence for-20 years. VIt is :
unusual” wrltes the editor,"to find in Africa a natibnal weekly
newspaper that-is at once so "old" and go "young". We are
convinced that being twenty means abave all being young and at
the same time mature., In this context, the campaign "EFCA~-20"
was launched with a view to improving the presentation of the
newspaper, After a certain period of eclipse, the. ‘?ffort
Camerounais" seems to be full of life..... for whlch reason, it
sométimes gets into trouble with the censors!

Golden Jubilee of the Junior Seminary ab Akono

On Monday, 10th December, all the Cameroon clergy, and
indeed all the past pupils, were invited to Akono to celebrate
the Golden Jubilee of the foundation of thé junior seminary.

Before the 1914-+1918 War, the Pallotine Fathers had estab-
lished a Jjunior seminary near their school for catechists. For
various reasons,this venture was not 2 success., The idea was,
however, taken up by their successors, In 1920, Father
MALL&SSARD C.5.5p. Apostolic Administrator made a start with #
junior seminarists, but his death brought this work to a halt.
The seminary was begun once more by Bisbop VOGT in June 1923
with 5 day-pupils. As these boys were proving satisfactory,
and there were more applications, it was decided to open the
seminary in the following September at Mvolyé near Yaoundé,
for boarders. The number of students rose very quickly, too
quickly for the 1liking of the. Vicar Apostolic who had no
teachers available, and was obliged himself to take on both the
teaching and the administration of the school., He was soon
joined by a teacher, and he found two more a year later in
October 1924, so that at last, a permanent, though small staff
was establlshed. Forty pupils were following the courses, and
were divided into Tour classes. The two seror classes were
taken ‘1n charge by two Fathers, while the two remaining ones
used the services of the more advanced pupils.

The opening of the Senior Seminary in the buildings
occupied by the junior seminary at Mvolyé necessitated the
transfer of the latter, first to Nlong, and then to Akono,
where it has remained until now. Many priests have graduated
from the Jjunior seminary of Akonoj; even more numerous are those
who did not go on for the prlesthood but who received an educ-v
aulon which has helped them to make thelr way in life,

ot e i i s i G o D T R S o S i M ey e g i

Zaire: Impre551ons of Zaire

At a meeting for capitulants and missionaries-on-leave of
the prov1nce of Belgium, which was held at Geéntinnes on' 23rd .
July. last, Father A. BROFKAFRT - Provincial of the Scheutists. gave
his 1mpre5%1ons of a recent v151t to Zalre We,giVe“here a
summary of his talk.

President MOBUTU is wmaking al all out: effort to establish
unity in the nation. The means he is using to achieve this are
not, perhaps, always the best, but the idea in itself is good.
The General is acting as a dictator, but he has too few convinced
disinterested nationalists to support him.

The Church lodks.on criticelly, remaining aloof from bthe
effort towards national'development, and this attitude sometimes
leads to conflict with the State. The latter. fears the Church,
and ‘is afraid of its power, though at the same time, 1t estveems
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the ChUrCh'ver] highly. . As is generally the case in Africa,
there is in Zaire a very religious, even supernauural mentallty.
Tt would be difficult for the people to lose this altogether,and
.the priest still holds a privileged position, with the réSult _
that he encounters few difficulties. Has the Church always done
her best for the promotion of the development of the country?
Has she not flaunted her power too much? Compare the State and
the Church buildings. There is a marked difference between them
and the Church could have made do with less, The Church in
Zaire is also criticised because its Bishops receive their instr-
uctions from Rome, (and Rome is not regarded too highly in
Zairel!).

The new effort towards cultural independence will. make life
very difficult for the missionaries, at least for some time, It
is from the intellectuals, in partlcular, that'such troubles
will come, but it is to be expected that after a while things
will settle down, '

What will very soon prescent great difficulty is the train-—-
ing of the clergy; 1t seems likely that the young local priests
will hold more "advanced" views than the missionaries. The
nationalisation of the schools is imminent, and in itself .is not
a causc for alarm. However, 1t becomes all the more urgent that
we train church leaders and catechists, and that we give them as
much resp0ﬂ51b111ty as possible.

he missionary will have to accept to be more tolerated than
loved;to be less efficient; to live in uncertainty and insecur=
itys to change his methods; to carry on without being able to
plan and organise his work. There are certain tasks in particu-
lar which will continue to be confided to us - for examplec,
teaching and administration.

Our young aspirants must be allowed to do a probation
period before making a long~term commitment. In any case,
temporary commitment will become more usualj and the service
required of each one will be more on an individual basis, and
will be more circumscribed. A1l this will lead to a diversif-
ication of the clergy in any one place e.g. Spiritans and
Scheutists will be working together in the same diocescs,

We must stick it out at all costs, whatever the difficul~
“ies. YWe must stay as long as it is psychologically possible
.for us to do so, The doctrinal contribution of the missionary
is important.

(Prov. Bull. Belglum no, 28, Oct. 1“7))
~0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0—0=0=0~
Angola Decoration for Spiritan Missionary
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On October 3rd last, Pather Charles ISTERMANN received the
insignia of the Order of St James of the Sword, which was granted
o him by the President of the Republic of Portugal. This is. an
honour well-deserved by one who has carried out the activitiecs
of both missionary and ethnologist with talent and success in
Angola. for fifty years. Among the many distinguished people
who attended the ceremony was the former Archblshop of Luanda,
Most Rev.Moisés ALVES DE PINHO C.S.Sp. who travelled snocwa??y
from Lisbon.. Placing on Father ESTERMANN the chain and medal
of his new honour, the Governor-General of Angola declared:-
"Your Excellency belongs to a glorious generation of missionars -
ies whoy during many long years and in circumstances much more
difficult than those of today,gave to Angola cverything they
had, and without asking anything in exchange. In addition to
this, Your Excellency has devoted himself to an untiring study
of the life and culture of Angola, producing works of the
highest merit.,  For all this, we are gratcful TO YOU...s.

In his reply, Father ESTERMANN emph151sed the fact that

1
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missionary dctivity can never harm the common good, . and that the
spiritual 1pher1taqce ot chrlstlanlty forms an 1nueg?al part of
soclal progress. ‘

Father ESTERMANN is not resting on his lmurels' His untir-
ing pen has recently Droduoed another new work "Etnografia e
Turismo na regifo do Cunene” The volume is illustrated with
fine photographs, whicn are preceded by an ethno-historical
~commentary in Portugese, French and English. The aubhor's
“thorough knowledge of this region has enabled him to say a great
-deal in a very brief text which makes most pleﬂsawt reading.
Congratulations’

.._——-_‘_........_.._..——.--.__——————-...-——-.—.——.—-u-—.....—-_-—.-.

' host Rev.AMARAT. DOS SANTOS; Bishop of Benguela, died on
14th October following & car accident which had occured seven
days ecarlier when he was on a pastoral visit, driving himself.
Aged 2 years, he had been Bishop of DRenguelas since 2nd August
1970. ' ~

East Africs In tbe dioccese of MOshi

e B A o T e i e P S O S s W S AN M S s

Recently, the Bishop of Moshi, Most Rev, Joscph SIPuNDI,hOS
written as follows:~ "Some time ﬁgo we ordained six new priests
Tor our Diocese, bringing the number of the dioccesan priests up
vo 72. - Any outsider will think now that the diocese of Moshi
has many more priests than she necds, In fact, uvnder thisz iwpr-
_ession, we have been recelving a number of requests for our

priests to help elsewhere outside the Diocese. As auch as we
would have liked to help others in plrlt of the uriversality of
the Church, we have never been selflsh We have sent dioces an
pricsts ObLSldO the Diocese of Moshl, A wnumber are working ot
Waulonal level in the Office of the Episcopal Confercnce and in
the regionnl semlqary. : :

The fact 1s that the DlOCGSG of Moshi does nOt have cnough
priests for ite present and expanding needs, | Bv retio, 16 is
one of the most (if not the most) understaffed dioceses in
Tanzenia, as regords number cf the foithful per priest. Present-
ly, only 50 diocesan pricsts are doing full~time pastoral minis—
try in care of more than %00,000 catholics out of a population of
over ©0C,000 in the dloceso., Together with somc migsionaries
doing pa thal work din the dlocese, we have 60 pricsts doing
full pastoral ministry, making 2 ratio of 5, Q00 catholics per
pricst, whichk is about the h¢gjest ratio in Tanzania.

R951dos the dioccse has to cope with the expansion. The
hormal incrs asg of ths ceatholic populutlon 1s about 15,000

ach year, ecqual Lo a full parish. At present we have 30 cst-
ablishcd-parls%“s with ono or two priests in each, - Bach
parish hes a number of outstations, many of which must soon he
scparated and established inte full parishes. Out  of the 30
big outstations, at leasst 8 should be developed now 1nto full
parishes with resident pustors.

The truth is that the dioeese of Moshi docs not bﬂve and
shall not have enough priests in the foreseeable futurc. iss-
ionarics are still necded today as cver before in the diocese
0 work together and hand in hand with the loecal clergy and teus
even to render it easier for some local priests to heln ¢ls :
wherce outside the diccesc where a halance of The African D“le TS
with expatriate missionaries needs to.be‘rnlsed for obvious
reasons.” ~ (Jimboni, Scpt. 1973)

A ncw proof of the fact that the Africaen Church. is d dezeply
aware of the problems of poverty is the succces which the
Society of Bt.Vincent d¢ Poul is having in the verious dioccsecs
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where it carries out its charitable apostolate, Already at
the 'end of last year, it was learned from a survey made by-the
society that there were sOme"Very active groups in several
African countrles such as Ghana, Nigeria, Burundi, Zeire ,while
in others 1t was maklng a promising start., More reccnt ly, on
he occasion of a meeting of the National Committee of the
8001etv which was hcld at Moshi with a view to 1ncr6051hr and

pandlno~ the Society's ﬁct1v1ty, it was observed thot the
dloceses of Tanzanis, there are some very dynamic groupo,whlcb
will, no doubt, expand at the parochial level. (AIMIS)

Madagascar: Meetlng of tﬂﬂ CSSp District Council
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At a meeting of the District Council held at Mdghng on
October 23-24th, the question of "regional communl ties" was
examined. This cxperiment,which began after the last Chapter,
now seems to be fading out. ﬂowever, it would seem that there
is now a greater need than ever for such groupings, if we are to
be able to face up to the problems of our woostollc work, and of
our missionary identity, 4 certain "stock- taklng” is ' called
for now, when the Synod of the church of Madagascar'is being
prepared, when our chrlsulmrs,are caught up in the procesgs of
change, when the country is evolv1ag S0 rapldly,,when we our-

selves are in doubt as to what: are and ‘what we will be.
The essential role of the rcglonUW community is to promote
exchange and sharing. Ia this way we can influence one another,

seck a meaning for our activity, deepen our faith, comparc our
livés as-they arc with whet is askcd of us bj God, draw strongth
from prayer, bear collective witness to unlty in the service of
the people of God and with them. Therc is no set way of achiev~
ing all this, It is up to each regional -community to find the
way best suited to itself, by making an effort to really live
this sharing with those among whom we work. Similarly, prayer
life must be "incarnate" in the local situation.

Arc there any experiments of a new style d prescence and
activity which we could propose to one or other of our Bishops?
The Council clearly expressed the need to associate any proposed
new cxperiment with the effort at renewal which is required at
the present time of the church of Nadagascar as a whole,
and of our m1551onary communities in particular. It would scem
that these experiments if they are to be tried out should he the
result of ... reflection with the christian community, and

hould be accepted by it. Furthermore, there must always be the
complcte approval of the Bishop. ' g

The Latin Missal for the greater feasts and for weekdays
has been translated in full into the Malagasy language. The new
work is printed in Madagascar itself by the Editions Saint-Paul,
on fine paper manufactured in the country. The translators
avoided any compromise sO as to ensure that this basic work
would bec presented. in its full authenticity. The translation isgs
in the pure language of Taonenarive, but care has heen taken to
avoid expressions that have other connotations in different
regions. A need for speed on the part of the translators and
publishers, and the desire to have as literal a translation as
possible, has resulted in some small defects but those using
the ncew missal will easily be able to remedy this,
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‘ Wegt Indics Semlnﬂr in Haiti .
From the 9th to the 13th July, a seminar was organiscd in




lO'
Haiti on the subject of christian-participation in the develop-

ment of the country., = The following were the main subjects
discussed: education.and. evangelisation; agriculbture and
industry; . 1nfrastructures- health. Trie participants came from

three groups: delegates from the different churches of Haitij
observers from other churches in the Caribbean and from various
Haitian and international organisations; guests invited to
preside a2t the mectings and discussions. :Each of the above-
mentioned subjects was dealt with in one or morc lectures given
by an expert. These were followed hy discussions in small groups
after which various resolutions were passed, and then further
discussed at a plenary session before being finally adopted.

The mecting was verv instructive in many ways.

The very fact that it took place at all is in itself
worthy of nose, The Haitian regime has a poor "image” in the
Caribbeaa, though all realise the efforts that have been made
by international ~rganisations and by the Haitian government to
develop the country. The visitor is surprised at the very
large number of church bodies in Haiti, and the various mini-
projects they have sponsored. :

At the seminar, an effort was made to assess the achieve-
ments alrea ady acoompllshed and to draw up plans for the future,
These discussions in which public officials and christians with
different viewpoints 2ll participated mark an important step
forward, and a new awareness . of one another, The meeting was
a real”eypre581on of ecumenism, '

It is fubtile to try to hide the differences of opinion
which exist between the churohes and between individuals. While
people may be in agreement in theory as to the need for the
integral development of man, thevy may differ aboult how ©o
achieve this in practice. There is no fixed way, 10 one course
of action which must be taken. The statc of unaerdevelopment in
Haiti is a fact of life in the Caribbean.

The foreigner, at first 51ght may be astonished at the
waj problems were treﬁted in this seminar. Some would think
that this should have been done in greater depth; others fcel

that a more scientific and critical approach, taking into
account past cxperiments, would have been desirable. However,
it is a mistake to force the pacej; the situation must be grnyged
with rceference to actual conditions in Haiti. '

The churches have had to get involved in development
because there was o void to be filled, The priority atv the
moment is aetual spade-and-shovel work; but oncec an effort hos
becen made to think things out, it would be wrong not to malkec use
of the conclusions reached. . .

(Bgl.Guadcloupe no. 145)
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Latin America Secventh Sec81on of COGECAL

The 7th session of the Gecheral Council for Tatin Ameflca
(COGEeAL) was held in Rome at the beginning of October. The
chairmen was Cardinal S.BAGGIO, President of thc Coumission for
Tatin America (L.A.). Many archblshops and bishops took parb,
as wcll as representatives of the bishops of various coun trlos
members of different secrctariats, delegates from Church aid
,,,,, stitutions, experts and technicians., The subject for the
session was: "Ecclesial respopsibilitv in the face of the prob- .
lems eoneernlpg the malntenance of the clcecrgy doing diocesan
pastoral work in Latin Amcrica" Cardinal BAGGIO om phasised
the importance and relevance of these proplems which the
Sacred Congregation for the Clergy has already come up against
at a world level, and he also stressed that such problems should
reccive priority in Tthe pastoral planning of the national




11..
cpiscopal confnrences and of the -divres es,

Most Rev. Bduerdo PERONIO, Bishop of Mar docl Dlaua, stated
that while the povarty of the prlest includes actual detachment
fromw material goods, he also has the right to be concerried
about hig maintenance, and congequently the People of God has
she duty of prov1d1ng adeouately for him. '~ "Only in the measure
that the conscience 'of a dynamic, missgionary commurluy develops,
can a solution be found for the generul ecomomic problem ol the
fair and adequate remuncration of the clergy. The criterion
must not be merely sociological; neither can a solution be found
in a supcerficial spirit of brot h rhood; s8till less, in a cleric-
al atbtitude which hzs no basis in thcology or spiritunlity.

Our standords of -judging must be rooted in our e001681al fulth
the Church is essentially "communion"

Megr. Franz HENGSBACP Pr681dent of g§g§g£#§ -reV1owed

Latln Amerlc aﬂd thcn weﬁt on to dosorlbe the varions means
that exist in uhb Church to ensure the upkeep of the clergy, He
made -special meltlon of UQC work being done by Advggrgz the
Thls org2ﬂ18atlon 15 prep TLd to colluborpte in effecting a
transformation of the existing means for supporting the clergy
1n L.A. into a more modern and efficient method,

Finally, Mgr.R.ARRTETA of Costa Rica, referrmg to t“e work
done at the Crigress of Caracas, made concrete proposals concern-
ing the tﬂcbnlcal and ecoromic Serv1ces COEGAL could rendar Lo
cstablish a fund, preferably at the national level, so-as to
guarantece- to priests in need, an allocation which,when added to -
the sources available according to the custom of the different
ecclesiastical circumscriptions, would made up & reasonable
inecome. I : (Oss.Rom. 2 /10/75)

- . .. "“O"“O.""'O' -

A group oF evperts on A"“lC”D a?iﬂlrs hes recently declar-
od that in the whole region south of the Sahare, muslim mission-
aries, financed by Libkya, are engaged in preachlng the Koran,
and oz tonding thu'political influenco of the Arub world mhls

Sudan, Tanzania and Ugandu. Of the 146 mllllon 1nhﬂh1tapbs of
these countries 18 million are catholic. =~ At tho recent Islam
World Congress 1n Tripoli, the delegates for Blaock Africa
declered tThat the pol]gqmv permitted by the Prophct COrreqponded
better to African tradition than christian monogamy., It is
well known that the President of Libya, Muhsmmar Qaddafi, has
contributed millions of pounds sterling, out of the profits lrom
the scle of petrol, towards financing muslinm propagands, A
large amount 0F this money has becn used to o?en Porﬁn schools.
ATMIS )
( lonfrercs who may bo in a position to supbtly precisc infor-
motion = backed up by stotistics, 1f possible - concerning this
muslim exp?nsion, its causes and tie conséquences it may hove for
the Church and the mission, are requested to communicate Uithout
delay, in view of the forthcomlng Flenary Assembly of the SCEP,
with Father J,BO0UCEAUD C.8.8p.,Clivo di Cinra 195, Roma 00156)
' -G=0—=0=0==0~0—
REFLEfION° o _a_recent Survey

In order to keep its survey of 1972 Up to date, the VIth
Commission of the Union of Superlors Gineral scnt ouT a supplem~
entary questionnaire in 197% to all the mlwulonﬁry institutcs.
Ite purpose was to check orn a vemorul impression thot our pers-
sonnel from the West is both ageing and diminishing, The replies
to this gquestionnaire have inspircd the following reflexions,
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- Tather Patrick CROSEIE, of the Distrist of 5,9.Brazil ,dicd in
New York, 1-11-7%, aged 47, after 28 years o&fF prO¢OSSJOn (59)

- Rather Theodor STRICK, of the District of South Brazil, died
in Sao Paulo, 4-11- 79,agcd 68, after 46 years of D”OIGSSlOQ (60)
~ Wilhelmus WELJS scholastic of the Dutch Province, died in an
aCC1oept at Nlmeguo 15=11=7% aged 30, after 11 yﬂﬂrq of
profession. (61) :

~Father Jean~Marie: BOURGOING, of the District of Senegal, died in
Chevilly, 20-11-73%,aged 63,after 44 wyears of profession. (52)
++++++ b+ RV VP, +++++A¢++1+++ufqdF+~~T.+n+++«
(contd) The enquiry of 1972 gnd the complementary cuestionn-
aire of 197% were both formulated from a Western poinv of view,.
At the outset, a distinction is mode between Western and non-
Western members, and the mission countries are identified as
non-Western. The result of the survey, is in fact, to show Tthe
contribution from the West to the mission in non-Wegtern countr-
ies, although the cvolution of the concept of 'mission' tods
would seem to discount a2 mission thot would bhe only ”“ﬂ“ﬂWcJ
from Yest to non~West.

In future, this geographic division must be transcendcd.
A1l Tthose who work in a mission situation are missionaries "ad
gentes’, whether they be in a Weéstern country or not, whethner it
be thelr own country of origin or not. Thus, for eYanTu. both
Africans and Europcans could be missionaries to the immigrants
and students who come to EFurope from Africsz and Asia., At the
game time, 1t is true that a man's work will be affected by
where he comes from. In a general way, missionarics who arc
themselves natives of a country will be more attuned to the
culture, the economy and the sccial 1life of the courtry in which
they work, while the expatriate will always have to fesl his way,
The latter will be better able to enter into contact with immig-
rants from his own country who have retained Thelr notional culb-—-
urc though residing cbroad, e.g, a Congolese chaplain to Congol-
cse students in Europe, or an Americon chaplain for Peace Corps
WOﬂLers in the Third World.

- '"he survey on the missions shows clearTV the accelerabing
diminution of Western personnel, Even if vocrtions had not deer-
cased in recent years, 1t 1s scarcely desirable te have large
numbers of forelgn church personnel at a time when the local non-
Westcrn churches are secking thelr own identity, and when a pol-
icy of indigenisation is being pursued by the governmonts of most
of these countries.

On comparing the figures for 1972 ond 1973, certein quest-
ions arc inescapable. The rnon-W%Westerr churches which are still
heavily dependent on foreign personnel must ask themsclves how
they are going to replace tre Western wmissionaries whose numbcers
will be diminishing every year. The missionary institutes, on
their side will have to re-cxamine their future role in the univ-
ersal mission of the Church (in both Western and non-Western
countries). Will those institutces with only Western members he
able to survive in the fazce of the growing decline of vocabions?

~0=0=0=0~0—0=C= J.B,

On Mondny, October 15th, the Academic Year 1973-74 was
sclemnly inaugurated =t the Urban University of Propaganda Fide
by Cardinal Rossi, Prefect of the SCEFP. On this occasion, a new
library was opencd with over 4,000 volumes on its cntﬂlogucs.

It has been decided, in zgreement with Uthe ?1shop5 of the
mission countries, that the students will return Lo their home
country for their Fourth Year of Theoleogy, even though they may
later return to Rome for specinlised shtudics. Thirteon higher
institutes in mission countried are now affilinted to the Urban
University,

Lome



	CSSP Newsletter-No.41 (1973)
	Repository Citation

	tmp.1656518043.pdf.QZxWR

