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NEWS FROM ROME 

TOWARDS THE SPREAD OF MISSIONARY SPIRIT 

On the 9th May last, the first World Conference of Pastoral 
Missi6nary Reflection opened at _ the philosothy seminary of 
Propaganda Fide. It was presided over by the C~rdinal Prefect 
and the Secretaries of the SCEP; 70 directors and counsellors of 
the Pontifical Missionary Works, from 49 countries, took part, 
At the opening session, Cardinal ROSSI stressed the importance 
of missionary cooperation which will be the main topic at the 
ne~t Pleriary Assembly. He then mentioned the fact that 4 
Pontifical Works were taking part: Piopaganda Fid~, St. Peter the 
Apostle; _the Pontifical Missionary Union and · the Holy Chiidhood·-, 
~11 of which are ·in the process of being re6rganized . and ·· 
redeveloped · in 57 countries. "The SCEP" he said, "wishes to __ 
celebrate the Holy Year by promoting a large-scale and effective 
diffusion of the ' missionary spirit and by commemorating the 10th 

· an.hi versary of · the promulgation of the Decree AD GENTES._ This _- · 
occasion will present an opportunity not only for finding out how 
the Decree has been applied, but also for noting any defects and 
gauging the progress which . has been achieved. · This celebration 
will also reinvigorate missionary animation, which' is an integral 
part of the spirit of renewal and reconciliation so earnestly 
wished for by the Holy Father during the Holy Year." Finally, 
the Cardinal announced that an International Centre of Missionary 
Animation will soon be in operation at the College of St. Peter 
the Apostle in Rome. 
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Bishop GANTIN, who will shortly be leaving for Rwanda and 

Burundi in an attempt to reconcile Tutsi and Hutu, emphasized 
the spirit and aim of the conference. Mutual giving and taking 
should be the guideline in cooperation between the Churches. 
He brought out the need for reflection on the value of Faith 
and on the importance of brotherly communion which follows from 
this • 

. Bishop LOURDUSAMY spoke of the family spirit and cooperation 
whicn should exist between the SCEP and the Pontifical Missionary 
Works. He pointed out that the Dicastery=s purpose is to 
coordinate and that it is intended to be a service at the disposal 
of the Directors. To conclude, he appealed to the latter to show 
the vitality of the Pontifical Missionary Works through their 
initiatives under the protection and following the example of 
St. Francis Xavier and St, Teresa of the Child Je~us, patrons of 
the missions. 

' . POPE PAUL rs ADDRESS TO MISSION-AID SOCIETIES 

On May 17th, at the end of the annual general meeting of the 
Pontifical Missionary Works, the national Directo~s w~re received 
in a speeial audience by Pope Paul whose address to the group 
included the foll6wing: ''The missionary task that is the duty of 
every Chiistiari ·individual and community is all the more imper-
ative in the moveme:r1t of conversion and reconciliation that is 
going on in the local Churchis in preparation for the Holy Yea~, 
which will soon be celebrated h_ere in Rome. If during the Holy 
Year we are to discover the deep meaning of "reconciliation11 

without heing bounded by the narrow confines of our own immediate 
neighbourhood, if 11 reconci_liation 11 is to mean a real contribution 
to the rec6nstruction of the unity of God's family and pe6ple· in 
the whole human race, then taking part in missionary activity is 
what will make the faithful sincere with tbem~elves in givin~ up 
empty words and adopting the works of truth and effective solid-
arity. Only a Christian who has a true missionary spirit will 
be able to grasp the full meaning of this problem and will feel 
himself engaged and committed with ever deeper humility and 
charity. The Council said: · 'Since ·the whole Ch1.irch is missionary 1 
and the work of evangelization is· a basic ·duty of the Feople of 
God, this sacred Synod summons all to a deep interior renewalo .• 
The grace of renewal cannot flourish in communities unless each 
of t~em extends the range of its charity to the ends of the 
earth •• ' 11 (Ad Gentes 35, 37 - FIDES 2580) · 

This audience with the Holy Father brought to a close ·the 
work of the annual geceral meeting of the Pontifical Missioriary 
Works during which the new statutes drawn up for the Works w~re 
examined. ·rt 0as stressed that the Works should be dependerit on 
the SCEP and on.the Episcopate as is required by AD GENTES (29;38). 
Two other points were also ·brought ·ou-t;;: the advantages to be had 
from a simplification of the structures of the Pontifical ··· 
Missionary . Works at direction level, and the need to ensure a 
rerie~al of the vitality and effectiveness of the Supreme Committee 
which directs the Works. Even though the new project is not · 
without some imperfections, the statutes should be finally drafted 
without further -delay so as to ensure clarity and unity in the 
field of missionary cirientation and animation. 

· · ECUMENISM AND THE HOLY YEAR 

In order to ·safeguard the ecumenical character 6£ the Holy 
Year, the Central Committee has set up an Ecumenical Commissio~, 
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one of whose first tasks was to send out a circular--:fo .. ·aTr the 
Episcopal Commissions in tbe world. The following are th~ --~c3:~:n 
points contained in this circular: 

- How best can the local ecumenical commission and the Holy 
Year committee collaborate so that all possible ecumenical aspects 
of the Jubilee Year may clearly emerge and that prayer services 
in common inspired by the Holy Year themes may be encouraged? 

- The theological aspects of these themes should be clear;y 
defined: a) the biblical and theological conception of the Jubilee 
Year; b) various ways of expressing reconciliation, in particular 
through practical collaboration between christians in the field -
of social justice. 

- Is there a relationship between the theme . of reconciliation 
and the theme of the meeting of the World Council of Churches to 
be held at Jakarta: 11 Jesus Christ frees and unites 11 ? (Cf. CSSp 
Newsletter No. 44 pi 12).· How should the doctrines of merit artd 
indulgences be presented to protestants? 

- Would christians of other denominations be interested in 
joining catholic groups for the pilgrimage to Rome in 1975? If 
so, these groups would need to be spiritually prepared in such a 
way that thsy would be open to the ecumenical spirit. In · 
addition, the ecumenical commission would like to be itiformed 
of plans being made for these ecumenical pilgrimages and so be 
in a position to make suggestions which would harmonize the 
programmes. 

_ - The local ecumenical commissions have also been asked to 
communicate the text of this circular to ecumenical organizations 
for comment. (OS. ROM. 10-V-74) 

CICIAMS Con12;ress 

CICIAMS, which has its headquarters in Brussels, owes its 
existence to the Comite I ~ternational d'Etude des Associations 
Catholiques d'Infirmiaros formed in Lourdes in 1933. In 1954, 
the World Health Organization (WHO) made it a consultative body 
and gave it the right to act as the official voice of cath6lic 
nurses and social workers in the Unit e d Nationsl agencies. At 
present, CICIAMS consists of 65 national associations which are 
connected through numerous regional secretariats. In April 1972, 
at the Congress in Madrid, the Committee drew up a llcode. -of . 
medical ethicsn which expresses the basic moral ana christian 
values of the profession. This code corisists of a universal 
"charter" for all members. It contains principles which arc not 
always easy to apply today when the right to life is so casually · 
questioned. 

An African midwife, Eug~nie BAHINTCHIE, is ihe new President 
of CICIAMS which concluded its 10th Congress in Rome on 25th May. 
She was the representative of the nurs~s of the Ivory Coast. She 
is a member of the Pontifical Commission for the Family and of 
the Commission for Woman in the Church. In her address to the 
4,ooo members of the Congress, after her appointment, she stress-
ed the importance of the Congress for the African continent 
where a vast field of apbstolate is open to catholic nurses. In 
recent years, the Committee has held some very interesting and _ 
well attended seminars in Africa for woman leaders. Among the 
vice-presidents of CICIAMS is another African, Mi,ss BALOGUN of 
Nigeria. 
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PROVINCES AND MISSIONS 

FRANCE: EVANGELIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

A "fidei donumrr priest working in Africa writes in 11 La 
Croix 11 of 4th April last: 

What is being done with the money and gift~ which are sent 
to the ~i~sions? 

it ~hould be made clear that . not all the money collected 
in European Churche,s is used for evangelization. In fact, it is 
being so used more aJd more rarely, not through any fault of the 
peoplG on the spot, but because of the organizations which are 
responsible for centralizing and distributing the money. These 
organizations make a sharp distinction between evangelization 
~nd development. They adopt an authoritarian, almost colonial 
attitude towards the young Churche$: nyou will not get assistance 
from us if you do not play a part in the development of your 
country. In your applications for aid,·you must present in 
detail the development aspect of your project instead bf talking 
about evangelizationlf. 

In fact, this distinction between evangelization and _ 
develbpment, which does not make any sense in Africa, is having 
disastrous _conscquences. Experience has shown that evangeliz-
ation in itself leads to lasting spiritual and material develop-
ment. It is in tho christian s0ctors that the new agricultural 
techniques arc most used, that there is the highest school 
attendance, and thG largest number of clinics and hospitals. 
The majority of the development organizations rely .on the parish-
es _ for staff, premises, info_rmation. In spite of t)1,i ·s, c1 -parish 
or diocese will be refused the money to buy a car for use in. the 
bush, or to repair a priests' house which is f~lling 'to bits, or 
to build a chapel or hall, or indeed get itself any facilities 
for direct apostolate. All that comes under tho heading 
11 evangeliza.tion 11

• In contrast · to this, · European social workers 
are to be seen going around in new cars, are provided wi'th 
air-cond.i tioning from generating sets, are fully eq_uipped with 
material and puildings and are, in other words, getting help 
from all sides - embassies, United Natibns, catholic organizat-
ions ••• A joke which has been going tho round of the pribsts 1 

meetings is significant : If we ask a catholic organization for 
money tb build a piggery nnd feed pigs, we will get it, because _ _ 
that is developm~nt; but if we want the money to repair the .. 
walls of our house o:r got food ,for ourselves we will ask in vain, 
because that is considered aid £or thB direct apostolate which, 
according to tho organization, does not fall into its province •• 

This is not all. Some ·parishes and dioceses find them~elvos 
forced by these same organizations to stand surety for-c ertain 
projects which have nothing to do them i.e. to help others 0ho 
are better off than themselves when they have not even enough 
to provide for their own personnel. · ·· - · · 

There is a lot to be ijaid for the catholic organizatioris' 
policy of b~inging aid to the countries in the Third World. · 
The missions or the young Churches should not have to ·defend the 
part they play in development. It is obvious that although they 
may ndt be responsible for organization, their role is a major 
one. However, it should be understood that helping t he young 
Churche s in their specific mission of ~vangelization means at the 
same time giving direct help towards development whereas t~he · 
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opposite is far from being true, i.e. - promoting del(elopmcnt doesn't 
automatically mean preparing the way for evangeli~~tion. 

Afric~n life in its full re~lity needs to b<l-studied in 
depth. One is not in a position to make valid judgements or 
serious criticisms after spending just a few days there or . eyen 
a few months. Yet, most of the writings, studies or statements 
on Africa come from 1)eople who have the time to write, speak, or 
take photographs but~cannot spare enough to stay and experience 
the roal lifo of the people. 

GHANA A NE\Jl FIELD OF APOSTOLATE 

Eleven Spiritans, who were formerly in Nigeri~, are at 
·present working in Ghana: 9 in the diocese of Kumasi and 2 in , 
Sunyani. Many more are needed as there is a great deal of wo,rk 
to be done and in addition most of the missionaries live rin their 
own which is not an ideal situation. 

_ At the end 0£ the 15th century, christianity was introdti6ed 
to what used to be.called the Gold Coast,by the Portuguese. It 
did not make much headway towards the interior but spread along 
the sea coast. In 1637, the Dutch took the placo of the Portug-
uese, expelled the missionaries and destroyed the places of 
worship. Catholicism did not disappear at once and French 
Capuchins did somo apostolic work along the coast. It bad 
however petered out completely whon in 1880 evangelizo.tion was 
started again by tho Fathers of the African Missions of Lyons 
and the .Sisters of Our Lody of the Apostles. There are now about 
a millio_n cat.holies in Ghana out of a population of eight and a 
half million. English colonization, which came to an end in 1957, 
favoured the establishment of a large number of protestant 
missions. 

CAMEROONS MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY 

For tho past two years, the Church in the Cameroons has been 
giving special attention to the situation of the ''dramatic break-
up" of the family 2nd marringe in this country. In order to get · 
a clear idea of the situation and to take a stand in tho matter, 
the National Episcopal Conference called together all grades and 
ranks of the Church in the Cameroons. A final do_cument was 
published recently which wo are summarizing here. 

Observing that tho present evolution of society in the 
Cameroons is progressing ~radually from the patriarchal family 
to the married couple and their children and that·thi,s evolution, 
while it has.some good points, has caused a certain a~ount of 
unbalance, distortion of traditional values and conflict between · 
different laws, -t;he _National Episcopal Conference (CENC) states 
that while evolution ~nd . the problems of the contemporary world 
should not be ignored, ·traditional values should be consfa.erod 
with their due importance in the struggle of everyday modern life .. 
In order to achieve this balance between "nova 11 and_"vetera 11 , 

movements and groups already in existence will be of help in 
forming teams for reflection and animation, providing adequate 
catechesis and prepa~ation for marriage. · 

TheCENC acknowledges the positive outloo~ of civil 
legislation on marriage but feels that this legislation is neither 
sufficiently well knovm · or O!J.forced. It lists the values which · 
such legislatio_n should embody~ freedom of consent between the 
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_parties, a return to the symbolic character of the "dowry 11 seen 
ai a ·iie~ gift that closes the bargain, the rightful authority · 
of parents over their children, the dignity of woman, the freed6m 
of tho widow ••• Legislation must be mnde known and explained and 
assistance should be given in seeing that it is enforced. To 
achieve this, a judicial commission would need to be formed and 
a ci~il code drawn up. 

The CENC ·took the following decisions, having studied 
theological and pastoral reasons which are necess ary to understan.d 
marriage and family problems: 

1) To drop the legalist atti tu.de. which takes no account 
of the true spirit of Canon Law and to adopt instead too 

charitable approach of tho pastor who "walks alongside his brother" 
settirig him an example of charity and the christian life and 
helping him to live accordingly. One cannot expect charity of 
one's brother without showing charity oneself. 

2) To counteract ignorance in the use of the sacraments by 
showing their true value in relation to the Word of God, 

Faith, the life of individuals and communities. 
3) To promote courses, sessions or seminars at all levels 

on these different subjects for the clergy and l ay 
people. 

4) To form a 11 Theological and Po.storal Commission" for th<= 
study of outstanding questions. On this Commission are 

Father B. NYOM and the Senior Seminary who work in collaboration 
with representatives appointed by the Apostolic Regions or the 
Dioceses~ . (EF. CAM~ 907) 

GABON 125th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 11 BLUE SI.STERS" 

The nuns of the Congregation of tho Immaculate Conc eption 
of Castres called 11 Blue s isters 11 because of the colour of their 
habit, have recently celebrated the '125th anniversary of their- · 
arrival in Gabon. It was in fact in 1349 that the first 4 
Sisters landed in this countrv. Thev had been recruited by 
Father BESSIEUX vrho wan lGtor~ to · bec~me the first bishop of 
Libreville. 

They open~d their first school in . 1852 near the Church of 
Sainte~Marie which is the oldest in Gabon. By degrees, they 
reached · the interior of the country , opening now schools, boarding 
schools for girls 1 do8estic science schools, clinics, kindergart~ 
ens, mainly in Lambar~n~, Mouila, Port-Gentil, Fougamou, Oyem. 
Several generations ~f Gab onese women have benefited from their 
tea chirig and care; At present, there are about 50 Blue .Sistens 
working Gabon. At Libreville, they nre continuing their work in 
St. Peter's school and in particular ot the school of thci Immacul-
ate Conception which is directed by Mother Jean-Gabriql, 
"Gabonese by ndoption 11 for tho past 30 years. The school has 
570 pupils. 

Around 1850, nt the suggestion of Bishop BE$SIEUX and 
B.ishop KOBES, an amnlgamotion was considered between the Sisters 
of the Immaculate Conception and the Congregation of the Holy 
Heart of Mary, on the same lines as the one between the Vincentians 
and the Sisters of Charity. However, difficulties arose and both 
Fath?r LIBERM~NN and Mother DE VILLENEUVE, the foundress, gave up 
the idea. Th1.s hos not prevented there being very good r Glations 
betwoet the t~o institutes. S~nce that time, the Blue Sisters 
have been 0orking with us in .Senegal and Gabon • .. ... . .. ..... .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . •.• ..... •.• .............. · ·• ........ · ................................................................... .. 
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CHRISfJ:TAN . COMMUNITIES 

The Missionary Infcirmation Ce~tre (CIM) of t~e frovince 
. of France has rc,cently publi.sbed "Letters fro1n Christian 

Communities in tho Congon, .a document drawn up by Father P~ul 
COULON · in collaboro.tion with mi·ssionnries ar:1d lay peop1e .in the 
dioces~s oi Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire. This document wns 

_ compiled for an audio-visual production on Missions ~q~ay. It 
contains a concrete and detailed account of the life and problems 
of Congolese communities in both.rural (~indamb1; sector) _and 
urban areas (parish of St. Francis at Pointe-Noire). This 
document is of wide int.Grost and is relevant not only to the 
Congo ~ut to tho African missionary apostolate in general. 

ZAIRE AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE • • • 

A missionary from Zaire makes the following observations 
in the Belgian Provincial Newsletter (INFOPRO): · 

11 It_is exactly 28 ;zears ago today, my birthday (55th), 
since I first came to Zaire. I spent 14 years here before 
independence and 14 years since. Today was an appropriate 
occasion for taking stock of things and I asked myself: what 
progress have I made towards my missionary ideal? 

11 I have spent 1L~ :rears of plenty hero and 14 lean years. 
I could not help thinking of Job: 1The Lord gave, the Lord has 
taken away. Blessed be the, name of the Lord'' Why should I 
speak any differently? Job did not give up and he was rewarded 
for it. Why should it not be the same for me? ••• We should 
look to the future rather than the past. 1rhere is alway,s work ·· 
to be done here and it is not our place to ccimplain about the 
people for whom we work. With this in mind, I feel I ought to 
carry on and not give up half way. Should the missionary be 
"ad tempus"? Should he ask to be released or give in hi.s:: .notice? 
I do not think so. I prefer to ~tay on whether I am expelled or 
whether the situation becomes really impossible in the end. 

"The si tuntion? It inevit.ably strikes the European as 
being sensational. If one can manage to look at it from the 
African viewpoint, it seems loss so~ I try to see thing~ from 
the African angle, otherwise I would nev~r make out. 11 Make 
yourself African with the Africans 11

, Father LibGrmann used to 
say (only he never had to put this into practice himself[). It 
is not always easy for us Europeo.ns •• It cnnnot be denied though 
that we tried to get the African· to follow our European way as if 
there.were no other. \Je did not succeed: the African has not 
followed us and he ~ever will. It is absolutely essential that 
we should try to carry out the Venerable Fnther~ advice and it is 
in the light of this advice that we should view doncrote facts 
and situations •• " 

TANZANIA 

. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
C~HE CHURCH AND UJAMAA 

Under the Presidency of Julius ·• l\'.YERERE, Tnnzania is .a 
one-:-party ·aemocrncy. Its policy is a type of African socinlism 
known as Ujamaa which promotes tho forming of villages wheie 
people ho.vc common ownership of the land arid meuns of production. 
Cardinal Laurinn RUGAMBWA, Archbishop of Do. r es Salo.am in an · . 
interview with the government-owned newspnper, nsundny ' Ifow:s 11 , 

of 24th March 197L~, spoko or:_ tho subject as follows: 
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"'I'he rolo of tho priest is to serve tho Christian community. 

If that Christian community lives in an Ujamaa village, obviously 
the prieit will sorvo them in that Ujamaa village. As a matter . 
of fact, ih Dodoma Diocese alone, priests are at present soryipg . 
tho Christicm community in 260 Uj.ainaa vi.llages. In many· other 
parts of the country priests are giving like_ servico. In Rulonge 
Diocese, the Bishop actu3.lly lives in ··an UJamaa :village~·In Va'.rious 
parts o~ ~he country some priests and some Sisters live in Ujamaa 
villages ••• It has boon tho tradition of the Church in Tanzania 
for Church personnel to livo whore their people are. Of course 
all nriests cannot livo in Ujamaa villages because many other 
people who must bo servod live elsewhore. Then, too, not.every 
Ujamaa village can havo a resident priost. The latest figures 
I have seen indicato there are 5,628 Ujamaa villages in Tanzania 
and 568 local clergy. Whore a Christian community cannot have 
a resident prio~t, it is s erved by a rosident Catechist. This -
is being done in many Ujamaa villages. 

Priests living in an Ujamaa village will be able to take 
part in ~anual proauction work in the same way that doctors will 
be ablo to take part in such work, but like doctors, tho priests 
will be more noodod for their prbfessional work for which .they 
were trained. This will be es~ecially true in view of the fact 
that one priost will have to serve ten or more Ujamaa villages# 

"Then, too, we should remember that not all our priests 
will be able to remain in Tanzania. Some will have to go as 
missibnarios to other countries, just like missionaries from 
other countries have come to Tanzania. This is tho sharing elem-
ent of Ujamaa on an international bnsis •• 

!!Over :the yonrs, poo.plo have moved into the . genernl nreo of 
the Missions so that they could more easily benefit from all tho 
services offerod at the Missibn: disponsaries, schools, etc ••• 
In effect, the Missions have thus been centres of development. 
In the earlier do.ys, t ho so services were necessnrily run by 
mis.sionaries. In recent times they havo come more and more under 
the Christians themsolves through their Parish Council. Thus 
they ha~e joined together to work together on a voluntary basis 
to provide for thoir common needs; and as I understand. it, this 
is Ujamaa. According to our Tanzanian traditions, they plan and 
work together • . First of all, the l and was used to provide tha 
means for common services. Thon, if the f a ther or grandfather 
could not provide tho family or extended family with food, he 
was hel~ed by his clan or neighbours, .because it was our tradit-
ion that no one wont lnmgry as long as a-:.1y food remained. But 
the family food itself was generally obtained through personal 
responsibility for one's family. 

"This same system is being followed in many Uja.maa villages 
today in Tanzania. Many people still cnll them Ujaman villages, 
but in fact they are Development villages. Like the villages 
around the Missions, tho vill.ag.er.s mcJ.ke a. common effort for their 
common needs and parsonnl· efforts for personal needs of their 
family or extended family •• 

"Whether or not this will change should depend on tho 
voluntary wishes of the people , since the Arush3 Declaration .. 
states: "there cannot be true Socinlism without ·Democracy". If, 
for example, tho vast majority of the p~bple of Tan zania want 
common ownership ovor the means for production to extend down to 
th6 last coffee troe or to the last cow, as it doos in monaster-
ies where monks are not married nnd do not ho.ve pers:onnl respons~ 
ibilities, they.should volunta~ily express their wishes. These 
wishes cannot be presumed, evon when people vote for a man whom 
they like for other reo.sons ••• 11 (AMECEA DOC. 3/71.J,./3) 
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REl.Tf\TION ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE FILLES DE MARIE 

The Reunion Congregation of the Filles de Marie celebratca_ 
the '125th anni vorsary of its foundation on Sunday, 26th May. ··· 
It was founded on the '19th May '1849 by two natives of Reu.nion,• · 
Mlle Aimee PIGNOLET DE FRESNES and Father Frederic LE VAVASSEUR, 
one of the first members of. the Congregation of the HoJ.y Heart of 
Mary, with some candidates from Mauritius and Bourbon. The wide 
membership of the new Congregation was a challenge to public 
opinion: how coul~ whites, half~castes and blacks - thB two.last. 
categories sometimes being f.orm(:)r. slnve,s of the first - possib.ly. 
live on equal terms? The challenge was however taken up and 
though there was no shortage of difficulties, the~rn were overcome 
one by one. Tho Congregation held its own and its good works 
spread not only in Reunion and Mauritius, but even went further 
afield to East Africa and Madagascar -~•• and Chevilly! On 3'1st 
March last, seven new Sister~ were professed during a concelebrat-
ed Mass presided over by Bishop GUIBERT, (CROIX+SUD) 

= = = = = = = = = = 

UNITED STATES ACADEMIC DISTINCTION 

The degree of Doctor of Humanitarian Service, Honoris 
Causa, hns been conferred upon Brother l"Iarie Gerard KEATING for 
50 years of dedicated service to the University of Duquesne. In 
'1924, eight years aftor his profession, he was assigned ns chef 
to Duquesne. Twenty.years or so.later, he left the kitchon for 
the garden,and his flowors, lawns and trees have played a major 
part in making the university more beautiful. The citation which 
accompanied the presentntion of the diploma, included tho follow-
ing observation: rrAll too frequently do we and our sister instit-
utions of higher learning range far in search of famed strangers 
upon whom to bestow our accolade,s; seldom has this uni vorsi ty 
proffered her highest honour to one morC? worthy·and beloved;. 11 

MEXICO ORDINATION OF AN INDIAN PRIEST 

Ordination to tho priesthood of a Mexican tribal Indian is 
very rare. However, such an ovent took place on March 23rd last· 
in the parish of Santa Ana which is staffed by American Holy 
Ghost Fathers. The bishop of tho diocese of Ciudad Vallo~ came 
to the mountain village of Tanlajas to ordain Antonio ABAD,' the 
first member of his tribe to become a priest. Thirty priesbs, 
including '10 Holy Ghost Fathers, and '1500 Indians, members of 
the ordinee's family and many of the local townspeople attended 
the ceremony which took place in the village church built in '1772. 
Prior to the Holy Ghost Fatl;i.ers' arrival nt Santa Ana, tb,e . 
parish bad been without a resident pastor for 150 years •••• 

GUIANA AN APOSTOLIC TOUR · 

Most Rev. F. M. MORVAN, the new Bishop of Cayenne,undertook 
a tour of his diocese. From his account of.the journey, wo quoto 
the following extracts: 

11 
•• On Sundny, '17th March, I went to Rourn, a small parish 

with 8. populo.tion of 7000, on the banks of the river Oyo.c.- It 
is easy to get thore~ first, by car, as tho road is tarred over 
a stretch of o.bout 30 kilometros, and then about ten minutes by 
canoe. The village is very picturesque, with a beautiful old 
stone Church, a prosbytory, a town hall,a school •••. Most of the 



- 10 -
population is spread out over tho banks of the river and particul-
arly around tffe · creGks or small tribut3.ries of tho ri vor. · ·After 
Mass, which was vGry well attended,I visited the village. This 
is undergoing a complete tr2nsformation, thanks to its mayor, Dr. 
HO-:-A-CHUK, the new president of tho General Council of Guiana, ·tv.ho 
is of Chinese origin. Father BARBOTIN acts as parish priest here, 
ind comes to say Mass every fortnight. 

In the afternoon w~ went up the Gabrielle creek by 6anoe 
for ~bout 10 kilometres in the midst of very luxuriant vegetation 
and visited the 4 or 5 small villages there. The mayor o.f Roura 
would like to redevelop and revitalize this area which has real 
agricultural potential ·but the difficulty is to find manpower for 
the job. The old people are past wor~ing while the young are 
either in Coyenne or Po..ris, and it is hard to imagine ·they would 
be willing to ~ome back to t he land e~en if they got it for noth-
ing, as experience hos already showi1. Th.is problem of the land 
is seriotis for the future of Guiana which has to import almost 
everything from Europe, Surinam or Brazil, though it has pl~nty of 
resources itself. Here, out of 50,000 inhabitants, 17,000 are 
attending school and after thot, for the majority of these, there 
is the problem of thoir future ••• " 

The dioceso has sto.rtod a magazine on a small-scole, "The 
Church in Guian8 11

• Evon though this new publication will neod 
time to establish itself, this is a move which deserves encourage-
ment and should sorvc as an example. 

BRAZIL EVANGELIZATION THROVGH RADIO 

The National Conference of the Bishops of Er2zil has 
announced that tho means of social _communicntion used by the 
Church in this country now total 119 radio-transmitters and 152 
magazines and periodicals. The South has the highest number, 
with 69 transmitt e rs and 75 publications. The Centre bas 24 
radio stations and 59 publico.tions. In tbe North nnd North-East 
are 36 transmitting stations and 18 periodicals. An officiel 
note from the Archbishop of Saa- Paulo has reveoled that tho 
station "Radio 9 July 11

, financed by the archdiocese, has been 
closed by the government which would not renew its licence. A 
note from the auxilia.ry bishop nnd vicar general who is respons- : 
ible for the social communicntions media, o.dds thnt . "thore is 
every reason to hope thnt the government decision is not irrevers-
ible '1 • · . 

'tRa.dio Sociedade 11 of Foira ,d_e Santnna is today . the most 
important station Li the North--East and comes second among all 

.Critholic radios in Brazil. It bro~dcasts continuously from 4 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on medium and short waves; radio amateurs have been able 
to pick it up as for away vs Poland and Finland. Its programmes, 
po.rticularly religious and music, ore very popular. Rodio is a 
faceless missionary which makes its way into the most remote 
places to teach, ·els the people say, 11 0 camino do ceurr (the wo.y to 
Heaven). (AIMIS 202) . 

THE HOLY YEAR IN AC~:ION . . . . 
CAMEROONS - The ini·biotives taken by t h. o diocese of Yaounde include 

a prograr:r1mc of _pcnitential acts, do.ys _of roconcilint-
ion at village level and nppeols to carry out concrete works of 
chority nnd to hold prepo.ratory sessions for the pilgrimage to 
the Cathedral. · 
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In the diocese of Douo.lq, _the jubilee celebro.tions began 

with a pilgrimage to Ndog-Lituba, where there is a grotto with a 
statue of Our Lady. JJishop TONYE celebrnted Mass ·• in the presence 
of a large crowd. This was followed.by a processiori. Peace· 
and reconciliation meetings h~ve been organized and the Bishop: 
has prepared o. series of sermons. 
CENTRAL AFRICA -Tho Central African Episcopal Conference h1:1.s 

· tssaed a joint Pastor~l Letter· expl~ining the 
spiritual significcmco and objective of the Jubilee Year, and 
inviting the f2i thful to a ttend per.,i tentio.l and eucharistic 
gatherings. Various prnyor meetings are planned for 1975. 

~ho Bishop of Bangessou has issued o circular inviting 
tho faithful to an exnmin2tion of conscience in. order to -. bring 
the infie~ change of heart which is essential if there is to be 
reconciliation. 

Most Rev. · N1 DAYEN, Archbishop of Bnngui, has published a 
pastoral letter on tho Holy Year. Ho has nlso f6rmed n diocesafi 
committee which will organize the jubilee ceremonies and has 
drawn · up a progromrw of works of charity and pilgrimages to 
different ·churches. 
NIGERIA - In.'1 communique on 6th Mo.rch, the Bishops asked the 

faithful to celebrnte the Jubilee Year at local level 
by showing deeper devotion, n greater spirit of penance and more 
generosity in performing works of charity •. 

On the 7th and 8th of December next, the Holy Year Corigross 
will be held at Benin City. In a joint Pastoral Lotter on the 
Holy Year the Bishops placed particular ~mphasis on the need f6r 
reconciliation. 

EVANGELIZ.L\.TION AND COMMUNITY 

There is a dang6r - nbt always avoided - of ovor~ating _ 
"orgnnizationn. Todoy, rcnewo.l in the Church G.nd in the religious 
life plac~s emphasis oti real communion between persons rather than 
on structures. This tendency is to be seen portlcularly irt the 
increase in tho number of small groups. It is hero in fact that 
we find the link between evangolization and community. The agent 
of ovangelization is tho community and not mciroly the individ~al. 
The methods used in evo.ngelization should make the MessRgo meaning-
ful and visiblG o.t tho level of hum2n experience, in o. concrete 
christian community, not ono - thot is anonymous. The christian 
community evangelizes through what it is and does, through its 
very life as a community. The community is the plhce whe~e tho 
individual con experience the meaning of the evangelical Message; 
interpersonsl rolotionships aro tho earth in which the Word of God 
takes root. ·. For those. vtho have tho faith, love-communion, which 
rises abnve 211 differences, is a revelation of the power ~f 
Jesus-Christ; for those who are withotd:; the fni°th, it roises 
certain questions~ A witness 0f communion cGnnot leave one 
indifferent: it evnngolizos. 

The Acts of tho Apostles show that the Apostles evangelized 
not only through preaching but also by the example they set, 
leading the pagc:ms to comment: nsee how they love one another fl, 
and so these pognns joined the christim1 community. (USG Com. VI) 

BIDLE AND MISSION 
" ••• Tho biblicnl scholnr is called upon.to nssist in the 

ecumenical and missionnr7 task of the Church. Not only is tho 
Bible the mcin mooting point with Churches and church communities 
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OUR DEAD + + + + + + + + + + + + 

-Brother ARNALDO FONSECA, of the Province of Portugal, died .at 
Carcavelos, 21-4-74, aged 96, after 74 years of professio~. (21) 
- Father Louis LE BRIS, of the Province of France, died at 
Langonnet, 4-5-74, aged 75, after 50 years of profession, (22) 
- Father WilhelmBRAUERS, of the Province of Gerrrwny, died at 
Eisennach, 5-5-74, nged 63, nfter L~1 yeors of profession. (23) 
- Father.Raymond DRAUD, of tho Province of France, died at 
Langonno~, 23-5-74~ aged 60, after 39 years of profession. (24) 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + R. I. P. + + + + + + + + + +· + + + + + 

which are not in perfect communion with tho Catholic Church but 
drawing inspiration from the messGge and example of Christ, all 
Christians must learn to purify themselves and bec9mo reconciled 
in a way which will prepare the way for unity. And We wish to 
remind you once moro that the Council, in the Decree on the 
missionary activity of the Church, made an urgent appeal that 
there should be a rooxomination of the word action of 
Revelation os contained in Holy Scripture, in the context of the 
cultures nnd religions of the world in order that, as far as 
possible those last may be seen in a christian light nnd made 
to harmonize with the style of life advocated by christian 
Revelation (AD GENTES, 22). Gre2t tasks lio nhead of the exegete 
of the Bible in tho lifo and future of tho Church. To pr~pare 
himself for this, he will make it his daily duty to preserve nnd 
cultivate within himself a living relationship with the God of 
love who sent iiis son 2mongst us to make us His adoptive sons. 
This mystery and tho divine works which accompany it arc not 
easily seen by those who are preoccupied mainly with worldly 
values, however noble those might be in themselves, as for 
instance, the progress o_f culture or science. Did not Jesus Christ 
speak of wise and learned men from whom Revelation is hidden, 
even _though it is within the reach of the small and humble? 
Without a positive existential openness to the mystery of the 
God of love, our interpretation of tho Bible, however scholarly 
it might be, will of necessity remain obscure, and the only wny 
to cultivate this openness is through the light of divine grace 
which we should humbly pray for •••• " (PAUL VI to tho members 
of the Biblical Commission, 14-3-74) 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF SACRED MUSIC 

· The Praesidium of th0 Con.socio.tio Intcrnationnlis Musicne 
Soorc:ie (CIMS) hos onnounced thnt t'i-1e VIth Internotiono.l Cc111gress 
of Sac~ed Music will be held in' Salzburg (Austria) from the 
26th August to tho 2nd September. It will denl m~inly with the 
basic problems of s~ crcd music. There will boa 
special study on the compiling of an i ntornetionol ocumenicnl 
hymn bo6k~ which- will co~tain o selection of simple Grogorid~ 
hymn.s as well c:1s non-Gregorinn tunes or hymns common to vsrious 
peoples. This book is intended for tho use of internotional 
pilgrimages duri:n.g tho Holy Yeor 1975. 

T2king Grogorinn pl2in chnnt ns:tbo b2sis of Western 
musical culture, tbo Congress programmes will include in 

liturgical nnd religious m~Sic • 

. ADDRESS: Sekret .'.J ricd; clos VT I:o.ternntiono1on Kongrosso ,s fLi.r 
Kirchcnmusik, 2 Kopitolplotz, Postfnch 62 A-
5010 S'Jlzburg, Lustrio. ·. 
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