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THE SUPERTOR GENERAL'S LETTER TO ALL CONFRERES

Dear Confreres,

I am pleased to have this first opportunity of making
contact. with you, particularly since the General Chapter wished
the Superior General to be a unifying link between Spiritans.. - :.
Many of you have taken the trouble to write to me personally.
For this I thank you most sincerely. This token of yow sympathy
and confidence gives me courage, as also do the s1gns of attach--
ment to our Spiritan family which are always more in evidence on'
occasions like this, I was struck by the wmissionary "bite" N
expressed in several letters and which was also a feature of the"
Chapter. Many thanks to. everyone, including those who, without
saying anything-about it, quietly,remembered the new team in
their prayers.

I now find myself at the beglnnlng of my mandate after
having spent ‘thirteen vears in the Central African Republic.
These were rich and full years for me, I shall miss being part
of a young Church that is still finding its way as I shall miss
too the company of those among whom I lived. The same is true of’
all the new Assistants, You will appreciate that it is not
without some apprehension that I approach my new task, and I have
not vet gauged to what extent or in what ways I can be of real |
service to all. However, I would like this to be a service
without 11m1tat10ns, assumed by the whole Council collegially.
In this same issue, you will find a short article which gives some
indications about the activities of the General Coun011

The;present situation

When beglnnlng sonethlng new, it is a good 1dea to take " ]
stock of the situation., What is the position of the Congregatlon'
now? What does it mean to us? What approach should we adopt at
this new stage? :

During the past six‘years, a rapld evolution has taken place
in various sectors of the Congregation. The decentralization
decided upon by the 1963 Chapter has had the effect of bringing
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into much greater evidence the individual characteristics and
identity of each Province. This evolution often took very
different forms in the various Provinces., Within the Provinces
themselves even, different trends developed; a great diversity
in life style, projects, options came to light, sometimes even
at the cost of conflict.

.There have been different reactions to this situation. Some

feel that the~Congregation Tisks losing the credibility of its

"cor unum et anima sua” Others hold the opposite view that such
any price they would like to combine the pOSitive valueu of a
large, international diversified, missionary religious family
with a genuine,unity bagsed on a common inspiration and common
project.

If there are some for whom the Congregation as a whole no
longer acts-as  a source of inspiration, it is perhaps because
for them this dynamic synthesis.has not been sufficiently worked
out in their Spifican community.

Signs of hope

Without in any way playing down existing difficulties, it
may be said that one. of the most important discoveries of this
Chapter was the fact of a new unity observed as operating in
practice, Diversity, which has greatly increased since 1968, is
in many ways an illustration of the wealth of expression which
can come from a common inspiration. -

This common inspiration exists, It is expressed in the
common end: the Missions, the tasks for which the Church has
difficulty in getting workers.

It is also exemplified in a certain attitude of simplicity
and brotherliness, a type of apostolic commitment; things which
are difficult to define but the constants of which are to be
found scattered all over the Congregation. There is also a
common gource of spiritual inspiration which comes to us from our
founders and from the history of our Congregation.

It has been made clear that this diversity does not mean
that each circumscription becomes a "water-tight compartment”.
On the whole, there has been more exchange and even mutual aid
between the Provinces and Districts than ever before. This is
a sphere where much can be done to reinforce our unity - reflect—
ion and analysis concerning what we have in common; exchange at
all levels; active solidaritj, greater coordination of efforts.
You will find guidelines for all this in the capitular documénts.

The Missions

-On the level of the Missions, research is going on every-
where and it converges on the same basic points. In general,
the Spiritans are aware of the transformations and profound
changes which are taking place in the missionary sphere and have
readily adapted to the new situation. Worth noting here are the
efforts being made by the African Spiritans to discover a new .
African style of Spiritan missionary vocatiqon. One of the
participants at their Pan-African meeting spoke to us ahout it at
the Chapter., Worthy of mention also is the extraordinary
vitality of the young Province of Nigeria.
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However, in many respects, the present evolution has also
created new- difficulties for the missionaries, who find -
themselves faced with major problems which. often have a- serious
effect on individuals or groups., They have a rlght to expect
that the Congregation, while not of course solv1ng their problems
should help them to open up the horizons again,.- More so than in
the past, ‘many eXpeot that it should act as a. support and a . :
source of inspiration. . o

-RellglouS‘lnsplratlon

_ The Chapter clearly expressed the 1mportanoe it at taohesatog
the fact that we are a religious famlly.

A search for spiritual renewal is going on under many
‘headings, -and the numerous examples of an authentic religious
life are so many signs of vitality. In certain Provinces and
Districts, one can see in this field a real breath of new 1life,

_ Yet, it is clear that in our sources of inspiration, in our
way of looking at the Church and in the way in which we live our
faith, the differences go deep down., It is in this area, as in
. the outward forms of our religious-missionary life, that: unlty
is certainly hardest to deflue. :

The Chapter proved to us that 1t is possible for us to
accept and love one another in spite of our dlfferenoes and to
have great respect for each other, This is the line whloh our
search for unity should take, but it does not mean that we Just
live side by side, leaving each other alone, putting up with the
ways of others, In-a oommunity, there should be continual
exohange between the members, While the theologies may be
different, there is only one Gospel, and it is in connection
with thls that the confreres qhould be a support and .a source of
inspiration for one another,

One oannot expect a Chapter to solve everything. It is not'
a magic wand which can make all prohlems disappear. It is no
longer possible for a Chapter to give precise, detailed directives
regarding spirituality or the organization of’ community life, nor
to dictate what should be done. Where missionary research is
concerned, - and this is equally true of community life and _
personal relationships -~ there must be a joint effort on the spot
to find out what should be done. Those who wish to achieve this,
must be able to sec each other as they are, reflect together,
evaluate together, as a group, the quality of our missionary
integration, and the evangelical value of our life and prayer,.
This is belng done already in many places and is orov11g o
satisfactory,

This spiritual and missionary renewal nust be glven its full
importance. Why distrust systematically the new forms of prayer
and sharing? Ve should not be afraid of new experiments as long
as they do not causc divisions among people. So many people
today are urging us to live the Gospel and its requirements in a
more radloal way and to be open towards the future!

Prospects for the future

The presenu state of affairs in our Congregation,. as in so-
many others, is characterized by a number of elements which raise
questions for the future ~ the ageing of our personnel, a - .
decrease in the number of young people who join us and at the same
time, the departure of those who no longer feel able to share our
life and work.
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To 1live in hope means; first of all, not to close one's
eyes to reality but vet to face the future without losing heart.
We must ask ourselves what are the causes behind this reality and
see what can be done, Tdiving in bhope also means being responsive
to all the signs of vitality which are in evidence. v

In many Provinces, young people continue to join us, bringing
with them their idealism, a new way of looking at things and new
projects. It is important that we should have something to offer
them, and that particularly where missionary research is concerned,
we should keep our minds open and avoid any tendency to turn in
on ourselves, . If the Missions present problems today, I think
this is true malnly of a certain form of mission. S0, even if in
one particular country, a certain form of missionary presence
comes to an end, this does not mean that the Mission as such is
finished, There are still so many fields open for evangelization!
In addition, therc are so many other missionary tasks to be ‘
carried out!.,. How then can we integrate these old and new forms’
of mission into our programme in such a way that they will set
a challenge to the new generation? The encouragement of m1581on-
ary vocations remains an important priority.

It should be added that the vitality of a Province ought not
be gauged exclusively according to the number of new admissions,
Several Provinces, though they have no great increase in numbers,
vet manage to courageously maintain a strong missionary drive.
They contribute their share to the vitality of the Institute and
this proved to be very considerable at the Chapter.

The research being carried out by the African Spiritans and’
by the young Provinces of Africa and Latin America 1s moreover a
promise of a new missionary dimension: i.e. co-operation between
Churches, and the undertaking of first evangelization on the spot.

There are many other reasons why we can continue to hope:
growing collaboration and cooperation between missionary
institutes, the internationalization of missﬁonary teams which
causes barrlers .to fall and frees new energies, the opening out
of our communitics and their wish to integrate into their
environment. It is also hecartening to note that other forms of
missionary service are coming into heing within the Church to
compensate for the fact that the missionary institutes no longer
have the same power to attract as before,

So, at the beginning of this new stage, we can look to the
future with confidence and tackle it with courage.

A tribute to the outgoing General Council

I do not wish to end without expressing in the name of all
our very sincere thanks to Father Lécuver and all the members of
the previous Council., Much has been achieved during thése past
six years, 1968 was a new departurc on new lines whlch have
changed the life of the Congregatlon. The outgoing team
competently and generously put itself at the service of all to
help us adapt to this new situation. Many will remember with
gratitude the help given to individuals and groups, through
correspondence, or visits,and the support given at the right
moment. Now that we are here in Rome, we are in an even better
p051tlon to appreciate the work they have done at the cost of
great personal sacrifice, They were not an anonymous team: they
succeeded in giving a personal touch to their dealings with the .
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Congregatlon.. They deserve all our thanks for what they achieved
during this difficult perlod Let,US»wish them success . in their
new fleld of work! . : : : ' .

,rgrg;wrranciscus DIMMERMANS
Superior General, .

Father Franciscus TIMMERMANS: born on 27th February 1935 at
Princenhage (Holland). Professed on 8th September 1954 - Ordained
to the priesthood in 1959, 1960-61: studied at the wissionary
Institute of Catholic and Social Action in Lille. 1961-68:
missionary at Mobaye (diocese of Bangassou) R,C.A.. 1968-74:
Principal Superior of the Spiritans in R,C,A.. ©6th September
1974: elected Superior General, _ _

A WORD FROM THE NEW GENERAT, COUNCIL

We have now spent two weeks together in the Generalate, Ve
have decided to compose together a few words of greeting to our
confreres, prior to breaking up for a few weeks to go to our
various circumscriptions, where some of us have UDflﬂlShed
business to deal with, berore returnlng again to Clivo di Clnna.,

We still feel llke "new boys in awe of the lofty halls and
large rooms of what we are told is a relatlvely small Generalate
by Roman standards. The Council Chambér where we hold our meetlngs
is big enough to hold a small mission bungalow, roof and all. In
these stately surroundings we have been discussing how we see our
role of service within the Congregation for the next six years..

The Chapter document, ORGANIZATION says that the General
Council "forms a well-united team so that it works efficiently
and sets an example'"., When we return, we intend to do a retreat
together and perhaps also a course in group dynamics. We want to
make ourselves a team which will be in itself an expression of the
spirit and orientations of the Chapter, a group which will share
its work, its reflections, its prayer and its life together.

The Chapter has told us that our main work is to be
"animation". The Chapter defines "“animation" as "the art and
science of infusing a spirit and an orientation towards action, so
as to arouse and develop the vitality of a group” We are very
conscious that the role of the Generalate is no longer what-it was
in years gone by. Dubt perhaps precisely because the Generalate
has lost much of its old hierarchic authority, we feel freer %o
exercise within the Congregation what with the grace of God may be
a prophetic role, We would like to play our part in stimulating
the whole Congregation towards renewal in the Spirit, so that we
may all become more serious followers of Christ, We want the
Provinces and the Districts to become more conscious of their -
unity in charity, of their obligation to share with each other
their experiences and their hopes for the future., In this context,
we feel that we have a duty to foster the growth of new Provinces,
in Africa, Brazil, Spain and perhaps elsewhere. We are conscious
of our special duty to those missions where our confreres are poor
or lonely, overworked or discouraged We need no Justification to
speak out about such matters, in season and out of season, in
private and public communlcatlors at Provincial and Distrlot
meetings and at meeulngs of the Enlarged General Council, whlch
will meet every two years, and will include Provincial and
Principal Superiors. > ' .
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We see that the Generalate has a special duty to increase
the consciousness of unity within the Congregation, to make
Provinces and Dlstrlcts, and every individual confrere, feel a
sense of belonging to that great fraternal community, that
religious family which is our Congregation. We should feel that
we are united in the bonds of charity; we should feel that we are
really "one heart and one soul”, Communication makes Community.
We would 1like to do what we can to make the intercommunication of
Provinces and Districts, of Spiritan confreres amongst themselves,
stronger and more 31Dcere so as to strengthen still further the
bonds of unity within our Spiritan family. We see the Generalate
as a channel of interchange of information and ideas. We regard
our communlcatlons with the major superiors as of particular
importance, and we want to set up a special link with them, so
that when we meet together in the Enlarged General Council, we
will form with them a genuine community of sharing. We feeW that
as far as possible we should be in personal touch with everybody
by correspondence, by visits, and through the hospitality which
the Generalate offers to whoever can call to see us in Rome. Ve
each intend to listen to what our confreres have to say, and to
share our information and experiences with the other members of
the Council. ‘ o

We realize that we are an international team and that we
should be a.symbolic expression of the diversity in unity of the
Congregatlon. ‘We realize that we must accept each other as
expressing this richness of diversity and as being at the same
time links of unity helping to e3 tpress and to strengthﬁp the unity
of our Provinces and Districts, :

We intend to take our work serlously, but we do not take
ourselves too seriously. - We avoided coming to Clivo di Cinna by
the via Trlonfa]e, and when we leave the Generalate to reburn to
our missions, we do not expect to go by the via Medaglic d'0Oro.
But as Iong as we are here, we will do our bhest. ’

The General Council
14%h October 1974,

1) assignments on a geographlcal basis:

&g—--ﬂh——-_‘u—wvf.-l“““m—

1. Fr, Gross: France, Auteuil, Switzerland, St Pierre-et-Miquelon,
Guadeloupe, Martiniquec, Guilana, Haiti, Senegal, -Bangui, Congo,
Yaoundé, Gabon, lMadagascar, Reunion, Mauritius, French Seminary

2. Fr. Thielemcier: Germany, Belgium, Poland, Southeln Brazil,
Alto Jurua, Bethlehem, onﬂolo

3, Fr. Walsh: United States East and West, Canada, Trinidad,
Puerto Rico, Paraguay, Kabba, Kﬂllmanwaro, Ethiopia (1nuernat—
ional team)

4., FPr, Daly: Ireland, England, Ontario, Brazil South-West, Sierra
Leone, Gambla, Bastern ngerla Makurdi, Kenya: plus "scattered
groups” “ '

5. Fr. van Sonsbeek: Holland, Central Brazil, Amazonas, Doumé,
Bangassou, Bagamovo

6. Fr., Torres Neiva: Portugal, Spaln Cabo Verde, Luanda, Nova
Tisboa, ©& da landeira
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1. Fr, Gross: M“SSlon, Ongoing tralnlng, +re problem of -

"marginalization"

2. Fr, Thielemeier: Development, communications with Major
Superiors , .

%, Fr. Walsh: Administration

4, Fr, Daly: Chapter Documents, information

5. Fr,van SonsbeeP' General Chapter, Enlarged Council

6. Fr, Torres Neiva: Religious. Life

The following are away at the moment: Fr, GROSS -~ Congo;
Fr, VAN SONSBEEK - Jrazil; Fr, THIELEMETER - Spainj; Fr. TORRES
NEIVA - Portugal., ©Fr, WALSH is lecturing at the Missionary
Institute in Londoni All will be back at the Generalate by
the 15th November, '

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANAAAAAAAAAAANAAAAAARAAANAAANDNANAAN

APPOINTMENTS

- Father Hellodoro MACHADO has been appointed Provincial Superlor
of Spain, with cffect from 21/8/74,

‘= Pather Alphonse SOUCY has been appointed General Bursar to
succeed Father Fr, ROCHA NOGUEIRA, with effect from 1/12/74,

- Father J, LECUYER, outgoing Superlor General is chairman of
one of the “rcnch~speak1ng commissions at the Synod of Bishops.
After the Synod, he intends To take up r951dence at the French -
Seminary in Romo.

- Fathers D, O! &ULLIVAN ard Jd. SANCHES are working with Father R.
CHARRIER on the. Texts Committece for the Chapter documents,

- Pather K, HOUDIJK is o wvisit the coﬁfreres_in Angola as
representative of the. Province of‘Holland :

- Father J. STOCLER is caaplaln to a home in Bad Godcsberg.

THE'CHAPTER_OF,1974£ AN EVATUATTON

The Chapter of. 1974 is over.  What did it achieve? Was it
worth having? What message has the Chapter for the confreres
which has relevance for them in their actual place of work?

Before the Chapter there was a fecling among many of the confrercs
that decentralizetion of avthority had gone so far that therec was
little point in holding. an international Chapter and that the
Generalate Admirnistration had become irrelevant and unnecessary,
Until the. Chapter of 1968-69, the unity of the Congregation had
been achieved and expressed in uniformity and in centralized ,
authority, After 1968-69, the Provinces hecame almost independent
and diversity took the place of uniformity. Some capitulants came
to Chevilly wondering whether the Chapter oF 1974 might well be the
last moetlng of an international group. ”hoy went away fecling
that, in a way that is difficult to define, the Conpregaulon was
more united than ever before.,  The Chapter was an experience, a
celebration, a Pentecost, a Thabor. Having come down from the
mountain and finding everyday life with its palavers and problems
very much as they lelt 1%, the capitulants have difficulty in
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o others what their experience was, how they found
5 3

explaining t
united in charity, of one heart and one

themselves all Spiritvans,
soul. How did it happen? . . ]
Farly in the Chapter a decision was made which had a great
effect on the happy realization that the international Congregat-
ion of the Holy Ghost was still very much alive and that it was -
a good thing to be a Spiritan, This was the decision to depart
from the "parliamentary" method used in the Chapter of 1968~69
and to adopt in its place a method which gives more importance to
work in small commissions. In place of frcquent general - " )
assemblies and the frecucent use of the voting machine, the .
principle of the consensus was adopted. A consensus is obtained
Wwhen after discussion an agreement is reached which reflects the
opinions of all or of almost all the groups. It implies a
continuous effort noét to disregard a minority opinion or to
force the consent of any individuval. The consensus first had to - .
be obtained at the level of the small commission, then through:. -
intercommunication between the commissions, and Tinally in general
assembly. Perhaps the fact that one third of the 1974 capitulants
had endured the freguent emotional debates and the long ordeals of
voting in the general assemblies of 1968-69, had something to do
with the unanimous vote for the new method of consensus.

- When the crucial decision was taken, the capitulants formed.
themselves into six commissions. When each capitulant had made:
his free choice, it was found that each commission was internation-
al in composition. Commission I was Portuguese-speaking,
Commissions ITI, ITII and V were French-speaking, Commission IV was
English~speaking and Commission VI was bilingual, with its own
French and English translators.. Each commissidn’had to work very
hard within itself to arrive, through mutuval understanding and
dialogue, at a consensus. A great respect was shown for the
human person and his opinions and a sensitivity grew, among the
capitulants which was to influence the course of thetChaptér and
the texts which grew from its work. One had to listen to the “
other person, to force oneself to understand his different point
of.V}ew, to have sympathy for it, to accept, not so much the 7
opinion as the person whnose opinion it was. There was a sustained
effort to reach an evangelical consensus above the misunderstand-
ings and confrontations of different cultural backgrounds and
philosophies. Sometimes it came as a surprise to find that the
same word might have a different meaning for different capitulants
and that a confrere could be against "la vie religieuse" while at ’
the same time being strongly in-favour of Gthe practice of the
evangelical counsels in community in view of the apostolate A
bond of friendship, understanding -and coumunity gréw up witﬂin the
commission as the dynamic of the small group had its effect
Membershlp of each commission left its mark on its members .and
JHS? as there is always a bond between members of the same’
novitiate year, so there is likely to be a bhond of affection
between members of the same commission. "I remember him very well
He was in my commission during the Chapter of '74". ) : '

But if the individual commissions functioned very well |
amongst themselves, there was also a certain lack of inter-commiss—
ion communication. Fach commission tended to become somewhat -
c}osgd—ln on 1t§e1§. The.mutual understanding which was achieved
within the commission d4id not always spread by osmosis to other
commissions. The very fact that a commission uSed a particular
language tended to give its thought a particular orientation A
greate;\kngwledge and use‘of the technigues of inter-group o
gg?zuﬁészgfon would have improved thevquality of the exchange at
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A few veteransg of the wars of 1968-69 missed the .cut-and-
thrust of parliamentary debate and felt inhibited by. the person-
to-person encounter of the small group. Fut if- the charismatic’
orators had seldom an opportunity to show their gifts, the
ordinary capitulant participated actively and at a deep level
within the small group. In the Chapter of 1968-69, a few
capitulants spoke a lot, and some capitulants said nothing at
all, but simply used thelr voting machines, Much more than in
1968 69, the Chapter of 1974 was the Chapter of the common man.

In spite of the greater participation of the average : .
capitulant, in 1974, or perhaps precisely because his particip-
ation was so great, the experts present at the chapter had not as
much influence as thelr equivalents had in 1968-69;- The search-"
ing for consensus tended to inhibit the thrust of new theological”
ideas. At an international Chapter, which is likely to contain
representatives of diverse theological formations, all of whom
are seeking a consensus, the texts arrived at w1ll represent a
compromise with which not all will be fully pleased. At the end
of the Chapter some capitulants felt great steps forward had been
taken, others felt that some final texts were not as good as might
have been achieved at their Provincial Chapters. Certain
fundamental questions were not treated, questions, in which there
are opposed camps, as much in Ireland or America as in Holland or’
Germany. One may ask whether a General Chapter should be a
battle-ground of opposed theologies? The capitulants of 1974
seemed not to think so, because they avoided such controversies.

The theme which perhaps most caught the imagination of the
capitulants was that of unity in diversity. As the Chapter
progressed, many came (o0 realize that in the past, uvniformity and
centrallzed authorluy cloaked a certain disunity and lack of '
understanding, and that an explicit acknowl edgement of dlver81tv
as legitimate and as a tllng of value was itself a force towards:
unity. The acceptance of others within the commissions flowed
over to the acceptance of one Province by another, of one nation=-
ality by another, It was a pleasapt surprise to many capitulants
to discover how wmuch they had in common with other Splrltans of
another nationality. There was an obvious desire for unity, and
for the expression of this unity in effective signs. TFrom this
desire for unity came: the concept of the "Enlarged General
Council" which secks to bring Provincials and representatives of
the Districts into a community of co-responsibility and sharing
with the permanent members of the Gencral Council; a new concept
of in-depth visitation by the Generalate team; and the definition
of the role of the Gencralate as cne of "animation” The L
capitulants were aware that authority is not the same as power,
and that the authority of "anlmgtwon" can bhe a very real authorlty
indeed.

Another striking feature of the Chapter was the strong
insigstence on the actual situation, and on the problems and the
needs which arise from it., There was a considerable distrust of
definitions and a great insistence on what is practicable and
attainable in our present situation. As the Imitation says,

"It is better to practise charity than to know its definition".

An example of this distrust of definitions and of the emphasis on
the actual situation was the evolution through many metamorphoses
of a paper which oan its first appearance bore the title NATURE

and which finally passed in general assembly greatly changed and
with the title SPIRITANS TODAY It bears the subtitle,  "Our
Common Project" which expresses something of the Chapter s bhasic
orientation towards action, towards the future. The paper lays
special stress on dlversity in unity, on renewal in prayer, on-
the evangelical counsels in their relationship with the apostolate,
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An effort was made 1n this paper, as in the other papcrs of the
Chapter, to answer to the needs of our time and to presenu needs
within the Congregaulop.

Among other points most mentloned by capitulants was the
enlarging of the concept of "mission" to encompass the "six
continents" while still retaining a priority for those peoples
who have not heard the gospel prcached or who have scarcely
heard it. Then there was an acceptance of a financial policy -
based on sharing, in view cof the reeds of the mission, a stress
on the respect to be given to the individual confrerc for what
he is in himself and not for any work he may be able to do, and
a great solicitude for aged confreres and for confreres margin-
alized in any way. Therc was a deepening and an enlargemcnt of
the concept of community: a realization that for confrcres o
living alone the regional community was not enough, and that each
confrere should make himsclf a part of the local Chrlstlan
community. In the last days of the Chapter a paper on Continued
Formation was accepted in Gencral Assembly which expresscs the
1mportance glven by the Chapter to Continued Formation, espV01allv
in the mission districts,

The Eucharistic celebrations during the Chapter were
memorable events, Mvery week or so the entire Chapter celebrated
together, a fcw times in the General Assembly Room itself. The
fact that onc had sometimes to listen to readings in languages
which one did not understand was a reminder of the diversity
which existed within the unity of the Chapter. The language-
groups frequently cclebrated mass together as did the 1na1v1dual
commissions,

The caplthlants spent six weeks together. No doubt thevy
would have spent longer if it were not necessary to clear
Chevilly in prep'\ratlo*q for the new academic year. Slncc, as
Dr. Parkinson says, "work fills up the time available for its
accomplishment", L%e Chapter took all of the six weeks available,
Wevertheless, tho last days were very rushed, and a considerable
number of loose ends were left untied and passed on to thc Text
Commission to put in order. At the momenu of wrltlrg, the Text
Commission is still working hard.,

It must be admitted thet not all caoltvlants had carefully
studied CDD before they came to the Chaptor. As the Chapter as a
whole studied CDD they came to appreciate the text as something
of lasting value. As a result the Chapter adopted as a working
principle thatv the ncw documents should not repeat what is aWready
well said in CDD., Toa capitulant who said that since nmany
confreres had not studied CDD certain points should be repcated
in the documents of 1974, another capitulant replied, "If they
will not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they
listen 1f an angel bc senv to them".

- J.D.
S 88888 ssss
SPIRTTAN NEWS

GUINEA . A rccently released political prisoner has given us news
of Mgr, TCHIDIMBO, ".., A man of very strong constitution,
he was in exccllent health when I left, His morale was, as S
usual, high,. With his good humour he has done much to raise
everyone e¢lses morale, Thanks to his position as archbishop and -
the respect everyonc.has for him, he was able to settle small .
problems .which arosc every now: ‘and then between ourselves and the -
guards. He did a lot for everyone through his great friendlincss
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and warm humanity..” Our Procurc in Paris sends him parcels
regularly but we do not know if tvhese ever reach him, However,
it is still a fect that these parcels are an eypre551on of our -
qolldarlty and our moral support. - L :

UNITED STATES On October 2 Most Rev. P, FLORES, Aux1l ary
Bishop of S. Antonlo (Texas)hordalned Father .

Lance R. BLIVEN C.S, Sp. to the priesthood, Father BLIVEN, a
native of Rhode IsTend is the first priest to be ordained from

the Western U.S. Prov1hce of the Holy Ghost Fathers. .His first
mass was celebrated in the Church of St. Agnes which. is.the centvre
of the Holy Ghost Fathérs' work. among the Mexican population of
San Antonio, Congratulations to the Province and our besf wishes
to Father BLIVEN,

. 2 Father William I, CROWLEY, C.S.Sp. is associatc e ecutlve
secretary of the Confercnce of Magor Superiors, a post which he
has now filled for the past year (1330 New Hampshlre Ave,

N.,W, Suite 114, Yas hlﬁgton DC 20036) .. From 1971-7%, he was.
Director of Public Relations, Tnformation and Publlcatlons for
the Congregation, x

. = Pather Henry J. McANULTY, C.S5.5p., pre81dent of Duquesne,
University, has also heen for 50 vears army chaplain to the U.S.
Air Force., Hc has now retired from this latter post with the
rank of Brigadier General and on this occasion was awardea the
medal of the Legion of Merit.

CAMEROONS  Father Bernard VESVAL, C,5.Sp.,, has been qpp01ntod' .

. animator of a ”soc1ologlcal parlsh" of Yaoundé, This ‘-
involves” the communlty of French-spcaking foreigners r¢siding in =
the city whether they be from Europe, the Cameroons or other -
African territories., [he chaplaincy of this sociological ‘parish
is not just an extra structure which runs the risk of isolating
foreigners in the city of Yaoundé., Its role is to make it
possible for all to live as Christians within the one 1tcal:
Church, through brotherly collaboration which is the living sign
of unity and coopecration. At the request of Bishop ZOA, -Fathecr
VESVAL is curate at the cathedral where the whole team of prlests'
is flnally respops ible for this soc1olog1cal parlsh ;

fo— e — — [ —

KENYA . Thls year, St,. Austin's MlSSlOD, Nalrobl celebrated the
_ - 75th anniversary of its foundation, - the first in kikuyu
country - and the 60th anniversary of the blessing of its present
church. -The advance party of migssionaries arrived from Mombasa .~
in 1899, Many others followed... In 1900 the St. Austin's
mission introduced coffee-growing to the region and this was
later developed considcrably, The mission has also had success
with other plantations, spiritual oncs in this case, and these
are still flourishing.
On the 29th SCpuemef, Fﬂther Jacques HORBER, of bwiss ‘
nationality, dicd aged 9% at the mission of Giriama, having
achieved his ambition of bOCOWlDW the oldest Holy Ghost Father.
He came to Kenya in 1911, and worhed in numerous missions, notablyﬁ
in Kllungu, where ne earncd himself the title of ”AnostWe of - :
Ukambani” "He was a wonderful confrerc, always keeplng up to
date on Congregation and diocesan matters, never wishing to be
the slightest trouble to anyonec and always profuse in his thanks
for the slightcst favour... Very fittingly for one so devoted Lo
the angels and saints, he died on the fcast of St.Michael.."
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- Father John: MAC GLADL, of the Prov. of USA, dled in

Philadelphia, 8-6-74, aged 8%, after 63 years of profession. (25)

- Father Louls LE RETPAIQB of the Prov.of France, died at

Langonnet, 12-6-74, aged 89 after 66 years of profess1on (26)

—~ Father Johannes MIEDEMA of the District of Bagamoyo, died on

17-6=-74, aged 52 years, after 30 ycars of profession,(27)

- Father Antonius EVERS of the District of Doumé, died atb.

Nimégue, 18-6-=74, aged 48 after 26 years of profession.- (28)

- Brother LUC AUFFRAY of the Prov. of France, died at Piré,

21=6=74, aged 75, aftor: 52 years of profession.: (29) x

- Father Jamcs T, KILBRIDE, of the Prov. of U.S.East, died at -

West Hartford, 2-7-74, aged 71, atter 50 years of profe5810h (%30)

- Father Marcel VATDFCAPPFLLE of the Prov.of Belgium, died at:

Roeselare, 11~7-74 “aged 55, after 32 vears profession., (31)

- Father Joseph hANICHEK of the Prov.of U.5.West, died at

Bridgeport, 11=-7-74, aged 65, after 46 years of profe581on (%2)

- Brother DONATUS VAH ENGFLEN of the Prov,of Holland, died at

Gennep, 13-7-74, aged 61 qfter 39 years of prOfeSSlOQ. (%3) )

- Father Peter RTGAN of the Prov,of Ireland, died at Kimmage,

16=7-74, aged 78 yeﬂrs after 44 years of pro?ess1on (34) ‘

- Father Maurice LEMAHIEU of the District of Kongolo died at

Roeselare, 23-7-74, aged %5, after 33 vcars of profess10h (35)

- Father Georges’ RI”T of’ the Prov,of Frﬂlce, died at Wolyhelm,,‘

24-7=74, aged 65, after 46 years of profession. (36) .

- Father Pierre LI NEVE, of-the District of Senegal died at

Dakar, 3=8-74, aged 73, "after 52 vears of profess1on. (37)

- Father Alexis OUENEr1 of the Prov.of France, diecd at Lengonnet,

5-8-74, aged 65 vcars, "after 4% vears of profession, (38)

- Brother ARMEL LE GALLIC, of the Prov.of France, died at Saint-

Ilan, 9-8-74, aged 71 Vears after 5% years of profession.(39) "

- Father Brendan P. O'SULLIVAN of the Prov.of Ireland, died in

Cork, 31-8-74, aged 48, after ée yvears of profession. (40)

- Brother PATRICE HLUIT” of the Prov.,of Ireland, died at Dubllq,

7-9-74, aged 74, after e ycars of profession.,- (44) :

- Father Henrlcus VROEMEN, of the.District of the Congo, died at

Komono, 13=9-74, aged 57, after %37 vears of profession., (42)

- Brother AMBROISE MORE s, of the Prov.of Francey:.dicd at

Langonnet,_45~9—74,>aged 79, after 5% 'years of profession, (#5) ‘

- Brother MAMERTUS LUDWITZKI of the Dlstrlct of Nairobi, died at

Nairobi, 19-9- 74, aged 66, af Pher 48 years of profession, (44):

- Father Walter S, MROZ, or the Prov. of U.&5 East died at

Pittsburgh, 20-9-74, aged 57, after %6 years of profes51on, (45)

- Father Alfons DE,ROOY, of the Dlstrlct of Pethlchem, died at

Knechtsteden, 23-9-74, aged 54 vears, after 27 years of pro?esslon
: 46

- Father Marccl CARLET, of the Province of France, died at .

Nice, on 27 September 1974 at the age .of 70 years. He had

been professed 52 ycars. (47) S v » .

- Father Thomas A, MAGUIRE, of the Province of Ireland, died in

Dublin, on 28 Septcmber 1974, 2t the age of 76. He had been

professed 52 years. (48) S

- Father Jacqucs HORBER, of the District of Kenya, died at

Mombasa, on 29 September 1974, at the age of 95 vears, He had

been professed 70 years. (49) '

- Father. Francis GROSSE, of the District of Yaoundé, died at -

Yaoundé, on 2% October 1974, at the age of 55 years. He had

been professed 33 ycars. (50) v .

+ + + + .+ + R, I. P. + + + 4+ + + +



	CSSP Newsletter-No.48 (1974)
	Repository Citation

	tmp.1656518043.pdf.x4Kfj

