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The Za'irean Foundation
Since January last year, Spiritan News has given particular attention to the African Foundations and
has presented reports on the Foundations of Eastern, Central, Western and Southern Africa, as well as
that of the Indian Ocean. (The Province of Angola was the main story in our last issue, and that of
Nigeria, now the fifth largest Province in the Congregation, was featured in the issue of Jan.-Feb. 1986.)
To round off the series, there remains the most recent Foundation: that of Za"ire, which was recognized
by the General Council on 7 April 1986.
An account of the District of Kongolo was given in Spiritan News of Aug.-Oct.
1984, on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the arrival of the first (Spiritan)
missionaries in Kongolo in Jur:ie 1909. It traced the development of the Church in
the area under Mgr. Emile Callewaert (Prefect Apostolic of North Katanga 1911-22),
Mgr. Louis Lempereur (1922-29), and Mgr. Georges Haezaert (Prefect 1929, then
Vicar Apostolic 1935-49). In 1944 Mgr. Haezaert ordained his first Za'irean priest,
Fr. Pierre Shindano, who died in Kindu in 1984.
In 1951 the Vicariate's name was changed to Kongolo, under Mgr. Gustave
Bouve, who had been consecrated the previous year. In 1956 Kindu became a separate Vicariate under Mgr. Jean Fryns, and at the end of 1959 the Vicari ates became
Dioceses . By this time there were seven local priests (today there are 46 in the
three Dioceses of the area), and Mgr. Bouve had founded the Congregation of the
Sisters of the Holy Heart of Mary, which today counts about 100 members.
On 30 June 1960 Za'ire became independent, and the Kongolo area was caught
up in the civil war, as Katanga tried to secede under Mo'ise Tshombe. On 1 January
1962, the mission suffered a terrible blow when 20 Spiritans ( 19 priests and a
Brother, all but one from the Belgian Province) were massacred by Gizengist troops
opposing Tshombe. This was a great setback not only to the District but to the
small Province of Belgium (82 members today), which in a few instants lost so many
of its young missionaries ( 11 of the 20
were under the age of 40) . Volunteers
from France, Holland, Switzerland and Canada came to the help of the Belgians, as
missionary work gathered momentum
)
again after the troubles.

Gradually the local Church developed,
and, when Bishop Fryns of Kindu died, he
was succeeded by a local Spiritan, Mgr.
Onyembo (1966-78). who was followed
by the present Bishop, Mgr. Mambe, of the
diocesan clergy. Bishop Bouve of Kongolo resigned in 1970 (he now lives at the
Spiritan provincialate in Belgium) and was succeeded the following year by the present Bishop, Mgr. Nday. Manono was set up as a separate Diocese in 1971 under
its present Bishop, Mgr. Kabwe, who had been a prisoner with the Spiritans at the
time of the massacre and had done his best to save them.
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The church at Kangoy, built as a
memorial to the 20 Spiritans who
were massacred there in 7962. In
front of it is Fr. Robert Kalenga, the
first priest of the Foundation, with Fr.
Frans de Schutter.
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The continuous line indicates the
original Spiritan District. The dotted lines mark the present diocesan boundaries.

The Foundation
The roots of the Zarrean Foundation go back ten years to .the opening, in 1978,
of the Kongolo Fraternity, a Spiritan community house in which young men could
have an experience of fraternal life and prayer, while reflecting on a commitment in
the Church as a priest, brother or catechist. The community house is the old residence of the staff of the junior seminary, in which many of those who lost their lives
in 1962 had lived, and which was made available to the Congregation by Bishop
Nday .
The priority was still the building up of the local diocesan clergy, but it was
decided to accept Spiritan vocations if they spontaneously presented themselves.
Thus in 1981 three candidates were sent to the East African Foundation for training.
Robert Kalenga and Paul Mbav went to the novitiate and were professed the following year, while Benoit Kishoto did preliminary studies before going to the novitiate
and making his profession in 1987. Fr. Kalenga was ordained to the priesthood on

lancy was moved to Lubumbashi, in the parish of St.
Amand, Ruashi, with Fr. Peeters as both parish priest and
director of the three postulants. He was aided in both tasks
by Frs. Patrick Blier and Albert Hermans. In September
1988, the postulancy was moved to a new location at
No. 75 Avenue des Nefliers, in the Bel-Air quarter of Lubumbashi. (Lubumbashi is the capital of the Shaba, formerly
Katanga, Region, and is some 700 kms. south of Manono by
road . Kolwezi is to the west of Lubumbashi and 300 kms.
from it by road.)
As the Zarrean Foundation is not developed enough to
have its own houses of formation, its candidates, after the
year of postulancy, go to the Central African Foundation for
their training (apart from the first three, who went to the
EAF). In 1987-88, there was one at the novitiate in Mbalmayo, Cameroon, and four at the Brottier first-cycle scholasticate outside Libreville, Gabon.

The participants at the 1988 Chapter.
14 February this year and has just gone, as the Foundation's
first missionary, to Senegal. Paul Mbav was professed first
as a Brother, but is now studying for the priesthood at Arusha, while Benoit Kishoto is doing his theology in Nairobi.

The Foundation's Superior is Fr . Frans Augustijns, who
was elected District Superior earlier this year, while his second assistant, Fr. Albert Le Floch, is now director of formation, residing at the postulancy in Lubumbashi and maintaining links with the Foundation's members in other countries.

It should be noted that, while the EAF is English-speaking
and the Zarrean Foundation French-speaking, they share a
common language in Swahili, which is.spoken in both areas.
There are now, in fact, five priests from the EAF working in
the District of Kongolo - a sign that, even if members of the
Zarrean Foundation may be asked to work elsewhere to
show their missionary commitment, their local Church will
not be deprived of compensating personnel.
In September 1985, the next two candidates for the
priesthood were sent to complete their secondary studies at
a Franciscan college in Kolwezi, while a candidate for the
Brothers went to the Institute for Religious Studies in Lubumbashi. At the same time, three Zarrean candidates from Kinshasa joined the Central African Foundation, and, at a meeting of the superiors of this Foundation with Fr. Timmermans
in Brazzaville in February 1986, it was suggested that a Zarrean Foundation should include candidates from the Kinshasa area. The new Foundation was recognized by the
General Council on 7 April 1986, but, after some hesitation,
it was decided that, because of the great distance between
Kinshasa and Kongolo, it would not be practical to have candidates from both areas in the same Foundation. The six
candidates from Kinshasa who have already joined the CAF
will remain members of it and, as the Congregation has never had commitments in Kinshasa, future applicants from
there will be oriented rather to Congregations that have traditionally been engaged in the area.
In September 1986, Fr. Remi Peeters went to Kolwezi to
be with the postulants, and in September 1987 the postu-

The new District Council, with. Fr. General. From left : Frs.
Gagne, Leemans, Bleunven, Augustijns, Van de Voorde, Fr.
General, Le Floch, Mwiko.
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Fr. General at the new house for postulants, Bel-Air, Lubumbashi.

Visit and District Chapter
Fr . Peter Marzinkowski, of the General Council, visited the
District from 27 Nov. 1987 to 16 Jan. 1988. He was joined
in the visitation from 18 December by the Superior General,
Fr. Pierre Haas, and both of them took part in the District
Chapter from 5-10 January. Before Fr. General's arrival, Fr.
Marzinkowski first visited the confreres in Kindu and then
proceeded to Kibombo, Kongolo, Katea, Budi, Kitenge, Kabongo, Kolwezi and Lubumbashi, where he was joined by Fr.
General. After visiting the postulancy and the two Spiritan
parishes there, they visited Malemba-Nkulu and Manono before taking part in the Chapter in Kongolo. All the journeys
(some 3,000 kms. for Fr. Marzinkowski) were made by road,
apart from Kibombo to Kongolo by train. After the Chapter,
they flew to Kindu for a final three-day stay there.
They were able to take stock of the excellent work the
confreres have been doing, in spite of the shortage of personnel, to help the local Church . One of the main areas of
development has been in the training of catechists and other
lay leaders, who are so necessary because of the number of
outstations. From his parish in Katea, for instance, Fr. Jules
Darmont (the only survivor of the 1962 massacre) supervises more than 50 communities entrusted to lay leaders.
Spiritans are also involved in the material support of the dioceses, as in the plantation at Kibombo (Br. Gabriel van
Roey). which produces 20,000 litres of palm oil a year, and
two herds of cattle (over 1,000 each) at Budi (Br. Martinus
Jenneskens) and Malemba. And in health care there is Br.
Christian Roberti, a medical doctor who has been working at
the Government hospital in Kongolo and helping to organize
the medical services of the whole region.
Twenty-one members of the District took part in the Dis-

trict Chapter, which was held at the Kongolo Fraternity.
Also present were Frs. Haas and Marzinkowski, as well as
Fr. Armand Berghmans, Provincial of Belgium, and Frs. Daniel Macha and Ferdinand Azegue, Superiors respectively of
the EAF and CAF. Fr. Frans Augustijns was elected District
Superior (a post he had previously held from 1978-84), with
a Council composed of Frs. Marcel Gagne (first assistant),
Albert Le Floch (second assistant), Andrew Mwiko, Yves
Bleunven, Staf Leemans (District Superior for the past three

years) and Victor van de Voorde (bursar) - a very international Council, with three from Belgium, two from France,
and one each from Canada and Tanzania. Of the 30 Spiritan
priests and 4 Brothers attached at present to the District, ,21
are Belgian, 5 from the EAF, 3 French, 2 Dutch, 2 Canadian
and one Polish. One of the Chapter's decisions was that the
District's name would be changed, as Kongolo is now only
one of five dioceses in which Spiritans are at work, but the
choice of a new name was left to the District Council.

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 3 June, confirmed the election of the Provincial Team
of the Province of Holland: Frs. Jacobus GORDIJN, Provincial, Johannes HOGEMA, Frans WIJNEN and Godefridus de
KINDEREN, for a three-year term beginning on 3 June:
• on 17 June, confirmed the election of Fr. Norman BEV AN
as Provincial Superior of USA East for a second three-year
term, beginning on 17 August;
• on 14 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Jean-Baptiste
SAVOIE as Provincial Superior of France for a second threeyear term, beginning on 14 July; it also confirmed the election of Fr. Jean-Paul HOCH (first term) and Fr. Arsene AUBERT (second term) as Provincial Vicars;
• on 15 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Brian McLAUGHLIN as Provincial Superior of Ireland for a three-year term,
beginning on 1 September;
• on 19 July, appointed Fr. Joachim ABELLAN (France) to
the District of Gabon (first appointment);
• on J 1 July, confirmed the election of Fr. Joao SERRA DE
ARAUJO as District Superior of Brazil South-East for a
three-year term, beginning on 1 August;
• on 16 Sept., made the following first appointments from
the Province of Nigeria: Augustine EJIKE to Zambia (Solwezi), Ferdinand EZEKWONNA and Stanislaus CHUKWU[lE to
Zimbabwe (Mutare), Clement ONWUNAT A, Josaphat EZEANOLUE, Bernard AMAH, Gregory IWUOZOR and Joseph OGBONNA to Nigeria.

Reorganization of Spiritan Centre
As from 15 September, the Spiritan Research and Animation Centre at the Generalate has taken on a somewhat
broader scope. It will now have three main areas of research and animation: Our Spiritan Sources and Spirituality,
Mission Today, and Justice and Peace. A three-man team
will be responsible for it, each with his own area of specialization: Frs. Maurice Gobeil (Spiritan sources), David Regan
(Mission) and William Headley (Justice and Peace). Fr.
Headley, a former USA/E Provincial, will also continue to run
the Planning Office of the Generalate, a post which he took
up in March 1987. Fr. Gobeil was Provincial of Canada from
1981-87. Fr. Regan, from Ir-eland, spent 20 years in Brazil,
·working also at the national level for the Bishops' Conference, and has done special assignments in Africa. The Centre began as the Spiritan Studies Group, under Fr. Joseph
Lecuyer and Fr. Amadeu Martins, in 1975. In 1982 it became the Research and Animation Centre, under Fr. Alphonse Gilbert, who was in wide demand as a travelling animator as well as publishing (once a year each) Spiritan Papers and Spiritans Today, the first dealing more with our
sources, and the second with Spiritan life as lived by our
confreres today. He was helped from 1982-86 by Fr. Myles
Fay.
Before working for the Centre, Fr. Gilbert was superior of
the Generalate community for six years. The Generalate is
grateful to him for his 13 years of service to it. It is also
grateful to Fr. James McDonnell, who has just returned to
the Irish Province after nine years in charge of the Documen-

From left: Frs. Gobeil, Headley and Regan.
tation Centre and Library. And it welcomes Fr. Benjamin
lkegwuonu, who is understudying Fr. Willy Vervoort so as to
take over from him as accountant. Fr. Abel Moreira Dias,
who was appointed to the General Bursar's office in Fribourg, Switzerland, took up his appointment there on 1 September.

Chapters and other meetings
During the summer months, several important meetings
were held, including the Chapters of the three largest Provinces of the Congregation.
The Dutch Chapter was held at Gernert from 30 May to
3 June, with 25 voting members. The Province of USAEast held its Chapter at Bethel Park, Pittsburgh, from 13-17
June, with 30 voting members. The French Chapter was
held at Chev illy from 30 June to 20 July, with 50 voting
members. And the Irish Chapter was held at Rockwell College from 3-16 July, with 43 voting members. All four
Chapters were elective, and all discussed the situation and
priorities of their Provinces in the light of the new Spiritan
Rule of Life. Representing the General Council were Frs. De
Boer (Holland), Doyle (USA/E and Ireland) and Nicolas
(France). The results of the elections can be seen in the
Decisions of the General Council above.
Fr. Okoye represented the General Council at the meeting
of 13 superiors and formators of the African Provinces and
Foundations, held in Nairobi from 7-10 June. The main
subject for discussion was · lnculturation of Spiritan life in
Africa: poverty, family, community·. The Brazilian 'Encontrao ', or assembly of Spiritans working in the six Brazilian
Districts, was held this year in Belo Horizonte from 18-22
July, with 125 taking part. Four members of the General
Council, who were doing visitations of the six Districts, were
present: Fr. General and Frs. Gonc;alves, Marzinkowski and
De Boer. The main subject for discussion was cooperation
between the Districts and the movement towards a Brazilian
Province.
At Gentinnes in Belgium there was a meeting from 15-29
July of European second-cycle scholastics. Eighteen took
part, with Frs. John McFadden and Joseph Burgraff as directors. Fr. Nicolas was present for three days. Among the
themes discussed were internationality, languages and student exchanges, the priorities of the Congregation and first
appointments. The European Spiritan month prior to final
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profession was held this year at Kimmage, Ireland, from 126 August. Eleven scholastics took part, with courses given by Frs. Bernard Courant, Patrick Palmer, Joaquim Ramos
Seixas and John Daly. A week's retreat was conducted by
Fr. Lucien Deiss.

U.S. Irish
Fr. Noel Cox has been named Provincial delegate for the
Irish Spiritans in the New York region. This is the largest of
the three groups, with just over 50 members. Fr. Cox was
for many years a missionary in Kenya. Over in San Francisco, Fr. Michael Woulfe was in the news recently with the
organization of 'Free Wheelers', which he founded in 1977
to provide excursions for disabled people in wheelchairs.
This year there will be a total of 1,000 bus outings, with the
organization's four buses on the road almost every day of
the week. The organization's fund-raising slogan is "Help
us drive 3,000 people out of their homes"!

Cameroon
Fr. Ignace Dhellemmes, who
devoted most of his missionary
life to the Pygmies, died at
Sangmelima on 8 September at
the age of 74. Born at Roubaix, in the Diocese of Lille, he
was ordained in 1940, and during the war was assigned first
to Auteuil. In 194 7 he went to
Cameroon and worked for five
years at the leprosarium at
Abong-Mbang, where he began
also to take an interest in the
nearby Pygmies. From 195368 he was in charge of the mission at Souanke in the north of
the Congo, where he continued
his interest in the 3,000 Pygmies in his area ( 15% of the
population). For the last 20
years of his life, from his base
at Djoum and then at Sangmelima, he devoted himself entirely to the 30,000 Pygmies in
southern Cameroon. His account of 40 years as itinerant
friend, helper, doctor and priest of these retiring and peaceful people of the forest is told in the book ' Le Pere des Pygmees ', published in 1986. He carried out accurate censuses of the different groups, based not on impersonal calculations but on personal friendship and contact. He spoke
their language, Baka, fluently, as well as Ewondo, Fang and
Lingala, and was initiated into their tribal traditions. His
book reveals the immense respect and affection he had for
them, and they will certainly mourn his passing.

Germany: 850th anniversary
of Knechtsteden abbey church
The German Province highlighted with fitting celebrations,
from Ascension Day to Pentecost Sunday, 12-22 May, the
850th anniversary of the abbey church at Knechtsteden.
The abbey was founded in 1138 by the Premonstratensians
of St. Norbert, four years after their founder's death, and
remained a house of their order until 1802. A Spiritan Province had been started in Germany in 1863 at the former Cistercian abbey of Marienstatt, but was expelled by Bismarck's Kulturkampf in 1873. In 1895 it received government permission to reopen, and the Provincial, Fr. Amand
Acker, acquired the property at Knechtsteden. Most of the
buildings had been destroyed by fire, but the church, which
is a. national monument as a fine example of Norman architecture, remained largely intact. The celebrations this year
for its 850th anniversary were given national coverage and
drew large crowds of participants.

There were lectures
and an exhibition on the
history of the abbey and
on the Spiritan Province.
Various
choirs
and
groups performed, and
each day had its special
theme: e.g. a Marian
day, a youth day, an ecumenical day, a day with
the Ukrainian rite, a Premonstratensian day, and
the final weekend devoted to the now traditional Knechtsteden Festival of Peoples. Among
the many personalities
who took part was the
Papal Nuncio to Germany, Archbishop Josip
Uhac. The Superior General, Fr. Pierre Haas, was
principal celebrant at the
Pentecost Mass and gave the homily. At Vespers later in
the day he presented the Rule of Life in German to 80 confreres of the Province. For nearly a century now, Knechtsteden has been the centre of the Spiritan German Province
and has sent out many missionaries to Africa and Latin
America. It has been noted for the excellent training it gave
to its Brothers, who became architects and technical specialists in various fields in the missions.

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession :
8 Dec.: Br. Lucien DREAU (France).
9 Dec.: Br. Bernard UNDREINER (France).

50 Years of Priesthood :
18 Dec.: Frs. Georges BOETSCH (France) and James TAYLOR (England).
(Apologies to Fr. Pierre SCHAEFFER, France, for having omitted his name from the last list of Jubilarians. His 60th
anniversary of profession was on 8 September.)

Our Dead
9 June
15 June
20 June
24 June
25 June
26 June
1 July
3 July
10 July
17 July
25 July
31 July
2 Aug.
18 Aug.
19 Aug.
20 Aug.
24 Aug.
30 Aug.
1 Sept.
2 Sept.
6 Sept.
7 Sept.
7 Sept.
8 Sept.
15 Sept.
18 Sept.
29 Sept.

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

Fr. James J. WHITE (USA/W), 76.
Fr. Achille ROBIN (Martinique), 81.
Fr. Jean FOURNEL (France), 75.
Br. Jeronimo SILVA GOMES (Portugal), 79.
Fr. Robert EBERHARDT (USA/W), 78.
Fr. Lucien MICHAUD (Canada), 81.
Fr. Andre DEVAUX (France), 72.
Fr. Emile HAAS (France), 79.
Fr. Antoine GOETZ (France), 65.
Fr. Joseph HALPIN (Ireland), 77.
Br. Falco MICHIELS (Amazonia), 53.
Fr. Rene CHAMAGNE (Senegal), 77.
Fr. Johannes DE ROOIJ (Holland), 96.
Fr. Arthur EMERY (Switzerland), 75.
Fr. James AHERN (Ireland), 65.
Fr. Alves BARRETO (Portugal), 72.
Br. Cipriano NOGUEIRA (Portugal), 78.
Fr. James D. SULLIVAN (USA/E), 75.
Fr. Hans SUSENBERGER (Sthn. Africa), 59.
Fr. Albertus VAN DEN BERG (Holland), 75.
Fr. Alban LE DA_NTEC (Martinique), 84.
Fr. Philippe DELEGUE (France), 74.
Fr. Peter B. BRADY (Ireland), 83.
Fr. Ignace DHELLEMMES (Yaounde), 74.
Fr. Louis KERGUENOU (France), 67.
Fr. Wilhelmus VAN EIJK (Holland), 73.
Br. Barthelemy KACZYNSKI (France), 72.
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