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Éti e n n e O st y, C. S. S p.

Éti e n n e Ost y, C. S. S p. 
Fr. Éti e n n e Ost y, C. S. S p., 
w as or d ai n e d pri est o n 
A u g ust 2 9 1 9 7 1.
His first missi o n w as 
a m o n g t h e Kir dis of N ort h 
C a m er o o n, 1 9 7 2- 1 9 8 7. 
He w as n o vi c e m ast er i n 
C a m er o o n ( 1 9 8 8- 1 9 9 6). 
He s er ve d as m e m b er of 
t h e pr o vi n ci al t e a m of 
Fr a n c e 1 9 9 7- 2 0 0 0 aft er 
w hi c h h e b e c a m e vi c e-re c -
t or at t h e Fre n c h Se mi n ar y 
i n R o m e. 
Fr o m 2 0 0 1- 2 0 0 4 h e w as 
n o vi c e m ast er f or t h e 
I n di a n O c e a n F o u n d a-
ti o n a n d t o o k u p p ast or al 
mi nistr y i n Re u ni o n fr o m 
2 0 0 4 t o 2 0 2 1.
Fr. Ost y retire d t o Fr a n c e 
i n 2 0 2 1.

Tr a nsl ate d fr o m Fre nc h 
by Je a n- Mic hel Gel metti, C. S. S p.

F a t h e r A l p h o n s e Gi l b e r t ( 1 9 2 1- 2 0 2 0): 
A n i m a t e d b y t h e S pi r i t o f G o d 

f o r a c e n t u r y

I n his fi n al b o o k, A ve nt urier de l’ Es prit S ai nt ,”A ve nt urier de l’ Es prit S ai nt ,”A ve nt urier de l’ Es prit S ai nt 1  a s ort of s piri-
t u al a ut o bi o gr a p h y, Fat her Al p h o ns e Gil b ert h as m a de t he t as k 
of his bi o gr a p hers e asier. is rere a di n g of his life all o ws us t o 
f oll o w t he u nf ol di n g of his life. He w as b or n o n S e pte m b er 1 1 
1 9 2 1 i nt o a ver y l o vi n g a n d C hristi a n f a mil y of f o ur c hil dre n 
i n S ai nt- Pierre- et- Mi q uel o n. His f at her w as a fis her m a n, “li k e 
t he a p ostles,” he s ai d, w h o w or k e d h ar d d uri n g t he c o d- fis hi n g 
s e as o n fr o m s pri n g u ntil t he e n d of S e pte m b er, o n t he b a n ks of 
Ne wf o u n dl a n d. e rest of t he ye ar, he w as a c ar p e nter “li k e 
Jes us.” His m ot her w as a ki n der g arte n te a c her.

H is v o c ati o n, he s a ys, d ates b a c k t o w he n he w as te n 
ye ars ol d, b ut alre a d y at t he a g e of s e ve n or ei g ht, he h a d 
est a blis he d a n i nti m ate c o nt a ct wit h t he L or d t hr o u g h pr a yer. 
He re c alls his c o n vers ati o ns wit h Jes us o n S u n d a ys w he n he 
a c c o m p a nie d his f at her t o S u n d a y M ass. At t wel ve ye ars of a g e, 
he o bt ai ne d p er missi o n fr o m his p are nts t o le a ve t he arc hi -
p el a g o f or Fr a nc e a n d t o e nter a mi n or s e mi n ar y i n or der t o 
b e c o me a priest.

H e arri ve d at t he S pirit a n s c h o ol of C ell ule i n t he P u y-
de- D ô me, A u ver g ne re gi o n of Fr a nc e. It w as a h u g e s h o c k f or 
t his y o u n g b o y. e priests m ai nt ai ne d a strict dist a nc e fr o m 
t he st u de nts, a d dressi n g hi m as “ Mr. Gil b ert.” e ver y ri gi d 
life i n t his little s e mi n ar y wei g he d o n hi m e n or m o usl y, all t he 
m ore s o b e c a us e wit h o ut a f a mil y i n Fr a nc e, he h a d t o re m ai n 
t here d uri n g v a c ati o n ti me. F ort u n atel y, he w as a gifte d st u-
de nt. E ver y we e k a letter fr o m his p are nts pr o vi de d hi m wit h 
s ol a c e i n his e m oti o n al s olit u de. At t he e n d of t hre e ye ars, after 
ei g ht h gr a de, he ret ur ne d t o his n ati ve isl a n d f or a h oli d a y.

F oll o wi n g t he h oli d a y, o n his ret ur n j o ur ne y t o Fr a nc e, 
s o as n ot t o b ur de n t he f a mil y b u d g et, he tr a velle d o n t he b o at 
of Fat her Yv o n, a Bret o n C a p uc hi n a n d c h a pl ai n t o fis her me n. 
He p ai d t he f are f or t he tri p hi ms elf. us b e g a n a gre at a d ve n -
t ure a n d a b e a utif ul frie n ds hi p wit h t his C a p uc hi n w h o m he 
w o ul d me et u p wit h a g ai n s o me t we nt y ye ars l ater i n C a n a d a.

H is l ast ye ars i n t he mi n or s e mi n ar y of C ell ule were 
less d a u nti n g f or hi m.  He gre w u p a n d b e c a me a c c ust o me d t o 
t he h ars h re gi me of a mi n or s e mi n ar y of t h at ti me. S p orts, p ar-t he h ars h re gi me of a mi n or s e mi n ar y of t h at ti me. S p orts, p ar-t he h ars h re gi me of a mi n or s e mi n ar y of t h at ti me. S p orts, p ar

tic ul arl y b as k et b all, a n d l ater te n nis, hel p e d hi m t o re m ai n he alt h y.
W it h his b a c c al a ure ate i n his p o c k et, he w a nte d t o b e a W it h his b a c c al a ure ate i n his p o c k et, he w a nte d t o b e a W

missi o n ar y li k e t he priests of his isl a n d. He c h os e t o b e c o me a S piri -
t a n a n d, i n 1 9 4 0, w as a d mitte d t o t he S pirit a n n o viti ate, w hic h, 
b e c a us e of t he w ar, w as sit u ate d i n Piré-s ur- S eic he, ne ar R e n nes, 
t he birt h pl a c e of Cl a u de P o ull art des Pl a c es. e y h a d t o s h are t he 
h o us e wit h G er m a n s ol diers, alt h o u g h t he y were alre a d y o vercr o w d -
e d wit h ni net y- fi ve n o vic es. 

E ve n if it w as s ur prisi n g t o hi m d uri n g his n o viti ate ye ar, he E ve n if it w as s ur prisi n g t o hi m d uri n g his n o viti ate ye ar, he E
c a me t o k n o w i n a n i nti m ate w a y, as he s ai d, t he first p ers o n of t he 
H ol y Tri nit y, G o d t he Fat her. He als o dis c o vere d S ai nt érès e of 
t he C hil d Jes us, t h a n ks t o a p a m p hlet writte n b y Fr. Li a gre.2  is 
re a di n g atte n u ate d t he ri gi dit y of t he te a c hi n gs o n hell a n d p ur g a-

t or y d uri n g t he first s o- c alle d “c o n versi o n retre at ” of t he n o vi-
ti ate. He alre a d y dis c o vere d t here h o w t o li ve u n der t he 

i ns pir ati o n of t he H ol y S pirit. O n S e pte m b er 2 9 1 9 4 0, 
he t o o k te m p or ar y v o ws i n t he C o n gre g ati o n of t he 

H ol y S pirit.  
Al p h o ns e t he n f oll o we d a c o urs e of p hil os o p h y 
at L a n g o n net i n Britt a n y f oll o we d b y his e ntr y 
i nt o t he S e ni or S c h ol astic ate of C he vill y- L ar ue 
ne ar Paris. ere, he i nj ure d his f o ot o ne d a y 
w hile pl a yi n g b as k et b all. e i nfe cti o n w ors -
e ne d, a n d he w as c o n fi ne d t o b e d f or s e ver al 

m o nt hs wit h o ut a n y i m pr o ve me nt. O ne of his 
frie n ds, Pa ul Li b m a n, s e cretl y a p plie d t o t he w o u n d 

a relic of Fat her Br ottier, w h o h a d die d i n t he o d or 
of s a nctit y i n A ute uil a fe w ye ars e arlier. Al p h o ns e f o u n d 

hi ms elf he ale d al m ost i nst a ntl y a n d re c o g niz e d Br ottier as a mir a cle 
w or k er. His de v oti o n t o Fr. Br ottier d ates fr o m t his p eri o d, a n d he 
w o ul d l ater b e c o me p ost ul at or f or his b e ati fi c ati o n.

T o es c a p e t he C L S ( C o m p uls or y L a b or S er vic e) est a blis he d T o es c a p e t he C L S ( C o m p uls or y L a b or S er vic e) est a blis he d T
b y t he Vic h y re gi me a n d t he G er m a ns, he left C he vill y a n d b e c a me 
a t ut or f or a ti me t o a f a mil y i n t he N ort h of Fr a nc e. After t he 
li b er ati o n, he ret ur ne d t o C he vill y. He w as or d ai ne d a priest t here 
at t we nt y-f o ur ye ars of a g e  o n  J ul y 8 1 9 4 5. N o f a mil y me m b er w as 
a ble t o atte n d fr o m St. Pierre et Mi q uel o n. His t w o br ot hers, t he n 
s ol diers i n t he Fre nc h ar m y, arri ve d t he f oll o wi n g d a y.

e ret ur n t o his isl a n d o n a fis hi n g b o at t he D u g u a y- Tr -e ret ur n t o his isl a n d o n a fis hi n g b o at t he D u g u a y- Tr -e ret ur n t o his isl a n d o n a fis hi n g b o at t he D u g u a y- Tr
o ui n w as q uite i ncre di ble, wit h a p ass a g e t hr o u g h Gi br alt ar w here 
t he a ut h orities i m pris o ne d hi m f or a w hile. O n rele as e, he e nj o ye d 

He c a me t o k n o w 
i n a n i nti m ate 
w ay, as he s ai d, 
t he first pers o n 
of t he Holy 
Tri nity, G o d 
t he F at her.

Fr. Al p h o ns e Gil b ert,  
C. S. S p., 1 9 2 1- 2 0 2 0.
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t w o m o nt hs fis hi n g e ver y d a y f or t u n a o ff t he c o ast of Ne wf o u n dl a n d. 
Fi n all y, he ret ur ne d t o S ai nt Pierre o n a s m aller b o at, t he J os e p h D u-
h a mel a n d w as re u nite d wit h his f a mil y. His first m ass i n S ai nt- Pierre 
w as a m o me nt of gre at c ele br ati o n. He w o ul d e ve n he ar his f at her’s 
c o nfessi o n a n d h a ve t he b o at’s cre w p artici p ate i n t he f a mil y’s j o y. His 
w a y of li vi n g t he priest h o o d w as gre atl y i n fl ue nc e d b y t his b o ati n g 
e x p erie nc e. e H ol y S pirit i ns pire d his f ut ure p ast or al met h o d, w hic h 
he s u m m ariz e d as f oll o ws, “ First of all, t o l o ve t h os e ar o u n d me, t o g o 
t o w ar ds t he m, a n d t o k n o w t he m p ers o n all y ... t o b e cl os e t o t he m a n d 
t o b e g o o d t o o ne a n ot her.”  

His first a p p oi nt me nt w as a gre at dis a p p oi nt me nt. He dre a me d 
of Afric a b ut w as a p p oi nte d t o S ai nt Ale x a n der C olle g e i n Ott a w a 
i nste a d as a pr ofess or a n d s pirit u al dire ct or. ere he t a u g ht Fre nc h 
liter at ure, L ati n, a n d Gre e k f or fifte e n ye ars; he b e c a me a p urist of t he 
Fre nc h l a n g u a g e, as his n u mer o us p u blic ati o ns testif y. He pl a ye d m a n y 
s p orts wit h t he st u de nts a n d w as i n v ol ve d i n ot her mi nistries wit h t he 
s c o uts a n d t he Y C S ( Y o u n g C at h olic St u de nts). He f o u n d hi ms elf e n-
tr uste d wit h a missi o n t o t he Al g o n q ui n, t he a b ori gi n al p e o ple of C a n a-
d a, west of Q ue b e c, w h o m he j oi ne d o n we e k e n ds a n d at v a c ati o n-ti me.

T H E C A L L T O MI S SI O N I N G UI N E A- C O N A K R Y
After fifte e n ye ars i n C a n a d a Al p h o ns e welc o me d a c h a n g e. 

e S pirit a n S u p eri or G e ner al w as l o o ki n g f or a missi o n ar y t o tr a vel t o 
G ui ne a- C o n a kr y w here all s c h o ols a n d s e mi n aries were n ati o n aliz e d 
b y Presi de nt S é k o u To uré. He ne e de d a v ol u nte er wit h e x p erie nc e as a n 
e d uc at or, w h o w o ul d b e a ble t o o p e n a s e mi- cl a n desti ne s e mi n ar y a n d 
te a c h t here at all le vels. Al p h o ns e felt t h at t his c all w as f or hi m. First, 
he h a d t o o bt ai n p er missi o n fr o m his pr o vi nci al t h at t o o k q uite s o me 
ti me. At t h at p oi nt, he e x p erie nc e d w h at t he s pirit u al writers c all “t he 
d ar k ni g ht of t he s o ul.” F or s o me ti me, he, w h o l o ve d t o pr a y s o m uc h, 
a n d f or w h o m pr a yer w as us u all y e as y, n o l o n g er felt t he pres e nc e of 
G o d. is w as a ti me of gre at des ol ati o n f or hi m. F ort u n atel y, re a di n g a 
b o o k b y R u ys br o e c k, 3   w hic h he f o u n d b y c h a nc e o n t he s hel ves of t he 
c o m m u nit y’s s m all li br ar y, he c a me t o u n derst a n d w h at he w as e x p e-
rie nci n g: de fi niti ve u ni o n wit h t he L or d. is dis c o ver y e nli g hte ne d 
hi m a n d br o u g ht hi m gre at p e a c e. He w as a ble t o le a ve f or Afric a a n d 
arri ve d i n C o n a kr y i n D e c e m b er 1 9 6 1.

I n G ui ne a, he s p e nt t he first t hre e m o nt hs resi de nt i n a l ar g e 
p aris h i n C o n a kr y, t he c a pit al. He b e g a n, wit h Fr. Ric h ar d F o wler, a 
G ui ne a n priest, t o st u d y S o uss o u 4  a n d t o le ar n t he h a bits a n d c ust o ms 
of t he G ui ne a n p e o ple. F oll o wi n g his si x m o nt hs of orie nt ati o n, he t he n 

we nt o n t o b e c o me dire ct or of t he mi n or s e mi n ar y at Ki n di a w here he 
w o ul d s er ve f or si x h a p p y ye ars. W h at a n a d ve nt ure! He h a d t o st art all 
o ver a g ai n fr o m s cr at c h, wit h o ut a n y te a c hi n g m ateri al. Little b y little, 
t he f or mer s e mi n ari a ns ret ur ne d. He de vel o p e d a fr ater n al life wit h 
t he m i n t he s e mi n ar y a n d a s h ort ti me l ater priests fr o m t he Ve n dé e 
re gi o n of Fr a nc e j oi ne d hi m. 

He ne ver p u nis he d t he st u de nts, b ut after a n ar g u me nt, he s e nt 
t he m b a c k t o c h urc h t o t a k e ti me t o liste n t o Jes us a n d i n t he e ve ni n g 
t o as k f or gi ve ness b ef ore g oi n g t o sle e p. A m o n g his p u pils w as t he f u-
t ure C ar di n al R o b ert S ar a h w h o wr ote t he pref a c e t o his l ast b o o k. It 
w as b y c h a nc e t h at, l ater i n life, he f o u n d o ut t h at his p olitic al s cie nc e 
c o urs e h a d b e c o me t he a p pr o ve d te xt f or all mi d dle a n d hi g h s c h o ols 
i n t he R e p u blic of G ui ne a.

I n M a y 1 9 6 2, Fat her Tc hi di m b o, a d mi nistr at or of t he di o-
c es e si nc e t he e x p ulsi o n of Bis h o p de Mille ville i n 1 9 6 1, w as or d ai ne d 
bis h o p. e n, i n t he f all, t he S e c o n d Vatic a n C o u ncil b e g a n i n w hic h 
t he bis h o p p artici p ate d a n d w hic h stre n gt he ne d ties b et we e n G ui ne a 
a n d t he u ni vers al C h urc h. H o we ver, rel ati o ns were gr a d u all y deteri o-
r ati n g b et we e n t he bis h o p a n d t he presi de nt w h o w a nte d t he bis h o p t o 
ali g n hi ms elf wit h his p art y’s dire cti ves. e bis h o p trie d t o c oll a b or ate 
as f ar as p ossi ble wit h t he g o ver n me nt, b ut t his di d n ot a p p e as e S é k o u 
To uré w h o e x p elle d all n o n- Afric a n missi o n aries fr o m t he c o u ntr y 
o n  M a y 3 1, 1 9 6 7. N o less t h a n f ort y- ei g ht S pirit a ns, t hirt y W hite 
Fat hers, fift y- fi ve n u ns a n d t wel ve p ast ors h a d t o le a ve G ui ne a n s oil. A 
ver y m o vi n g s c e ne d uri n g t his de p art ure h a p p e ne d w he n t he p ast or of 
Ki n di a, w h o u ntil t he n h a d s h o w n Al p h o ns e o nl y h a u g ht y c o nte m pt, 
c a me t o as k his f or gi ve ness.  e bis h o p, f als el y a c c us e d of c o ns pir a c y, 
w as arreste d i n 1 9 7 0. He w as h u mili ate d a n d t ort ure d b ef ore s p e n di n g 
ni ne ye ars i n pris o n i n C a m p B oir o.

After t hre e d a ys s p e nt i n L o ur des wit h his c o nfreres t o he al 
t he w o u n ds of t he e x p ulsi o n, Al p h o ns e, w h o b el o n g e d t o t he S pirit a n 
pr o vi nc e of C a n a d a, re c ei ve d p er missi o n t o s p e n d s o me ti me wit h his 
f a mil y. e n his s u p eri or s e nt hi m f or st u dies t o t he I nstit ute of F or-
m ati ve S pirit u alit y f o u n de d b y Fr. A dri a n Va n K a a m 5  at t he S pirit a n 
U ni versit y i n Pitts b ur g h, U S A. U nf ort u n atel y, he c o ul d o nl y st a y t here 
f or a fe w m o nt hs, as t he S u p eri or G e ner al ne e de d hi m t o hel p wit h a n 
e mer g e nc y i n H aiti.

O N MI S SI O N I N H AI TI, B E L GI U M, A N D F R A N C E
Al p h o ns e arri ve d at t he C ollè g e S ai nt M arti al i n P ort- a u-

Pri nc e w here t he s c h o ol ye ar w as alre a d y u n der w a y. Here a g ai n he w as 
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t w o m o nt hs fis hi n g e ver y d a y f or t u n a o ff t he c o ast of Ne wf o u n dl a n d. 
Fi n all y, he ret ur ne d t o S ai nt Pierre o n a s m aller b o at, t he J os e p h D u-
h a mel a n d w as re u nite d wit h his f a mil y. His first m ass i n S ai nt- Pierre 
w as a m o me nt of gre at c ele br ati o n. He w o ul d e ve n he ar his f at her’s 
c o nf essi o n a n d h a ve t he b o at’s cre w p artici p ate i n t he f a mil y’s j o y. His 
w a y of li vi n g t he priest h o o d w as gre atl y i n fl ue nc e d b y t his b o ati n g 
e x p erie nc e. e H ol y S pirit i ns pire d his f ut ure p ast or al met h o d, w hic h 
he s u m m ariz e d as f oll o ws, “ First of all, t o l o ve t h os e ar o u n d me, t o g o 
t o w ar ds t he m, a n d t o k n o w t he m p ers o n all y ... t o b e cl os e t o t he m a n d 
t o b e g o o d t o o ne a n ot her.”  

His first a p p oi nt me nt w as a gre at dis a p p oi nt me nt. He dre a me d 
of Afric a b ut w as a p p oi nte d t o S ai nt Ale x a n der C olle g e i n Ott a w a 
i nste a d as a pr ofess or a n d s pirit u al dire ct or. ere he t a u g ht Fre nc h 
liter at ure, L ati n, a n d Gre e k f or fifte e n ye ars; he b e c a me a p urist of t he 
Fre nc h l a n g u a g e, as his n u mer o us p u blic ati o ns testif y. He pl a ye d m a n y 
s p orts wit h t he st u de nts a n d w as i n v ol ve d i n ot her mi nistries wit h t he 
s c o uts a n d t he Y C S ( Y o u n g C at h olic St u de nts). He f o u n d hi ms elf e n-
tr uste d wit h a missi o n t o t he Al g o n q ui n, t he a b ori gi n al p e o ple of C a n a-
d a, west of Q ue b e c, w h o m he j oi ne d o n we e k e n ds a n d at v a c ati o n-ti me.

T H E C A L L T O MI S SI O N I N G UI N E A- C O N A K R Y
After fifte e n ye ars i n C a n a d a Al p h o ns e welc o me d a c h a n g e. 

e S pirit a n S u p eri or G e ner al w as l o o ki n g f or a missi o n ar y t o tr a vel t o 
G ui ne a- C o n a kr y w here all s c h o ols a n d s e mi n aries were n ati o n aliz e d 
b y Presi de nt S é k o u To uré. He ne e de d a v ol u nte er wit h e x p erie nc e as a n 
e d u c at or, w h o w o ul d b e a ble t o o p e n a s e mi- cl a n desti ne s e mi n ar y a n d 
te a c h t here at all le vels. Al p h o ns e felt t h at t his c all w as f or hi m. First, 
he h a d t o o bt ai n p er missi o n fr o m his pr o vi nci al t h at t o o k q uite s o me 
ti me. At t h at p oi nt, he e x p erie nc e d w h at t he s pirit u al writers c all “t he 
d ar k ni g ht of t he s o ul.” F or s o me ti me, he, w h o l o ve d t o pr a y s o m uc h, 
a n d f or w h o m pr a yer w as us u all y e as y, n o l o n g er felt t he pres e nc e of 
G o d. is w as a ti me of gre at des ol ati o n f or hi m. F ort u n atel y, re a di n g a 
b o o k b y R u ys br o e c k, 3   w hic h he f o u n d b y c h a nc e o n t he s hel ves of t he 
c o m m u nit y’s s m all li br ar y, he c a me t o u n derst a n d w h at he w as e x p e-
rie nci n g: de fi niti ve u ni o n wit h t he L or d. is dis c o ver y e nli g hte ne d 
hi m a n d br o u g ht hi m gre at p e a c e. He w as a ble t o le a ve f or Afric a a n d 
arri ve d i n C o n a kr y i n D e c e m b er 1 9 6 1.

I n G ui ne a, he s p e nt t he first t hre e m o nt hs resi de nt i n a l ar g e 
p aris h i n C o n a kr y, t he c a pit al. He b e g a n, wit h Fr. Ric h ar d F o wler, a 
G ui ne a n priest, t o st u d y S o uss o u 4  a n d t o le ar n t he h a bits a n d c ust o ms 
of t he G ui ne a n p e o ple. F oll o wi n g his si x m o nt hs of orie nt ati o n, he t he n 

we nt o n t o b e c o me dire ct or of t he mi n or s e mi n ar y at Ki n di a w here he 
w o ul d s er ve f or si x h a p p y ye ars. W h at a n a d ve nt ure! He h a d t o st art all 
o ver a g ai n fr o m s cr at c h, wit h o ut a n y te a c hi n g m ateri al. Little b y little, 
t he f or mer s e mi n ari a ns ret ur ne d. He de vel o p e d a fr ater n al lif e wit h 
t he m i n t he s e mi n ar y a n d a s h ort ti me l ater priests fr o m t he Ve n dé e 
re gi o n of Fr a nc e j oi ne d hi m. 

He ne ver p u nis he d t he st u de nts, b ut after a n ar g u me nt, he s e nt 
t he m b a c k t o c h urc h t o t a k e ti me t o liste n t o Jes us a n d i n t he e ve ni n g 
t o as k f or gi ve ness b ef ore g oi n g t o sle e p. A m o n g his p u pils w as t he f u-
t ure C ar di n al R o b ert S ar a h w h o wr ote t he pref a c e t o his l ast b o o k. It 
w as b y c h a nc e t h at, l ater i n lif e, he f o u n d o ut t h at his p olitic al s cie nc e 
c o urs e h a d b e c o me t he a p pr o ve d te xt f or all mi d dle a n d hi g h s c h o ols 
i n t he R e p u blic of G ui ne a.

I n M a y 1 9 6 2, Fat her Tc hi di m b o, a d mi nistr at or of t he di o-
c es e si nc e t he e x p ulsi o n of Bis h o p de Mille ville i n 1 9 6 1, w as or d ai ne d 
bis h o p. e n, i n t he f all, t he S e c o n d Vatic a n C o u ncil b e g a n i n w hic h 
t he bis h o p p artici p ate d a n d w hic h stre n gt he ne d ties b et we e n G ui ne a 
a n d t he u ni vers al C h urc h. H o we ver, rel ati o ns were gr a d u all y deteri o-
r ati n g b et we e n t he bis h o p a n d t he presi de nt w h o w a nte d t he bis h o p t o 
ali g n hi ms elf wit h his p art y’s dire cti ves. e bis h o p trie d t o c oll a b or ate 
as f ar as p ossi ble wit h t he g o ver n me nt, b ut t his di d n ot a p p e as e S é k o u 
To uré w h o e x p elle d all n o n- Afric a n missi o n aries fr o m t he c o u ntr y 
o n  M a y 3 1, 1 9 6 7. N o less t h a n f ort y- ei g ht S pirit a ns, t hirt y W hite 
Fat hers, fift y- fi ve n u ns a n d t wel ve p ast ors h a d t o le a ve G ui ne a n s oil. A 
ver y m o vi n g s c e ne d uri n g t his de p art ure h a p p e ne d w he n t he p ast or of 
Ki n di a, w h o u ntil t he n h a d s h o w n Al p h o ns e o nl y h a u g ht y c o nte m pt, 
c a me t o as k his f or gi ve ness.  e bis h o p, f als el y a c c us e d of c o ns pir a c y, 
w as arreste d i n 1 9 7 0. He w as h u mili ate d a n d t ort ure d b ef ore s p e n di n g 
ni ne ye ars i n pris o n i n C a m p B oir o.

After t hre e d a ys s p e nt i n L o ur des wit h his c o nfreres t o he al 
t he w o u n ds of t he e x p ulsi o n, Al p h o ns e, w h o b el o n g e d t o t he S pirit a n 
pr o vi nc e of C a n a d a, re c ei ve d p er missi o n t o s p e n d s o me ti me wit h his 
f a mil y. e n his s u p eri or s e nt hi m f or st u dies t o t he I nstit ute of F or-
m ati ve S pirit u alit y f o u n de d b y Fr. A dri a n Va n K a a m 5  at t he S pirit a n 
U ni versit y i n Pitts b ur g h, U S A. U nf ort u n atel y, he c o ul d o nl y st a y t here 
f or a f e w m o nt hs, as t he S u p eri or G e ner al ne e de d hi m t o hel p wit h a n 
e mer g e nc y i n H aiti.

O N MI S SI O N I N H AI TI, B E L GI U M, A N D F R A N C E
Al p h o ns e arri ve d at t he C ollè g e S ai nt M arti al i n P ort- a u-

Pri nc e w here t he s c h o ol ye ar w as alre a d y u n der w a y. Here a g ai n he w as 
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a te a c her a n d s pirit u al dire ct or. He als o visite d t he s h a nt yt o w ns w here 
e xtre me p o vert y rei g ne d a n d m a de frie n ds. He w o ul d st a y o nl y f or a 
s h ort ti me. As i n G ui ne a a ye ar e arlier, he h a d t o le a ve i n s oli d arit y 
wit h his c o nfreres e x p elle d b y t he presi de nt of t he c o u ntr y, “ Pa p a D o c” 
D u va lier.6  T his w as a n ot h er t erri bl e u pr o oti n g f or hi m!

T h e n e w S u p eri or G e n er al, J os e p h L é c u y er, 7  s e nt hi m t o G e n-
ti n nes, B el gi u m, w here t he S pirit a n a p ost olic s c h o ol h as j ust cl os e d a n d 
w here, wit h his B el gi a n c o nfreres, he o p e ne d a ne w c e nter of s pirit u al-
ity. D uri n g t his ye ar, he le ar ne d of t he de at h of his m ot her o n J u ne 2 2 
1 9 6 9. A fe w m o nt hs l ater t he s a d ne ws re a c he d hi m t h at his f at her h a d 
die d o n Ja n u ar y 1 6 1 9 7 0. He w as u n a ble t o atte n d eit her f u ner al.

I n t he s u m mer of 1 9 7 0, t he Fre nc h pr o vi nci al i n vite d hi m t o 
pre a c h t he m o nt h of pre p ar ati o n f or p er p et u al v o ws at Piré-s ur- S eic he 
t o y o u n g S pirit a ns pre p ari n g f or t he di a c o n ate. F oll o wi n g t his retre at 
he w as a p p oi nte d dire ct or of t he t he ol o gic al s c h ol astic ate at C he vill y-
L ar ue. is i n vit ati o n gre atl y s ur pris e d hi m, as he w as little k n o w n b y 
t he Fre nc h co nfreres.  

e S e ni or S c h ol astic ate at C he vill y- L ar ue h a d b e c o me t he 
“ C o ns orti u m of Missi o n ar y St u dies” at t he s er vic e of S pirit a n st u de nts, 
t he F orei g n Missi o ns of Paris, t he Afric a n Missi o ns of L y o n, as well as 
reli gi o us sisters a n d s o me l a y p e o ple. It s er ve d a b o ut o ne h u n dre d a n d 
t hirt y st u de nts. Fr. Al p h o ns e s p e nt fi ve ye ars t here fr o m 1 9 7 0 t o 19 7 5. 
I k ne w hi m a n d li ve d wit h hi m d uri n g m y l ast t w o ye ars as a st u de nt 
b ef ore m y first a p p oi nt me nt t o N ort h C a mer o o n i n 1 9 7 2.  I n t h at ye ar 
he met Pierre G o urs at, a n d a b e a utif ul c oll a b or ati o n w as b or n t h at 
br o u g ht a b o ut t he f o u n d ati o n a n d de vel o p me nt of t he E m m a n uel c o m-
m u nit y. 8

T O  RO M E
I n 1 9 7 5, Al p h o ns e b e c a me S u p eri or of t he G e ner al ate c o m-

m u nit y i n Cli v o di Ci n n a, R o me. Si x ye ars l ater, he w as a p p oi nte d 
Dire ct or of t he C e nter f or S pirit a n R es e arc h a n d St u dies, w here he 
w o ul d re m ai n u ntil 1 9 8 8. D uri n g t h at ti me, he p u blis he d T u as mis s ur 
m oi t a m ai n 9  w hic h pr o ve d ver y p o p ul ar. is pres e nt ati o n of Li b er-
m a n n q u ot ati o ns ass o ci ate d wit h p artic ul ar p eri o ds of his life, w as a 
si m ple h a n d o ut tr a nsl ate d i nt o s e ver al l a n g u a g es w hic h, li k e m ost of his 
p u blic ati o ns, b e c a me b e dsi de re a di n g f or m a n y S pirit a ns.  I n 1 9 9 0, he 
t o o k t o writi n g a g ai n. is ti me it w as a b o o k t o m a k e k n o w n t o t he 
F o u n d ati o n  A p pre ntis d ’A ute ui l t he s o urc e of Bless e d D a niel Br ottier’s 
s pirit u alit y, Die u est t o ut, Fr a nç ois Li ber m a n n .1 0   I n 1 9 8 5, t he w or k w as 
s u p ple me nte d a n d de vel o p e d f or t he g e ner al p u blic b y a n ot her p u blic a-
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ti o n, Le fe u s ur l a terre .1 1   O ne c a n re gret, al o n g wit h Pa ul C o ul o n,1 2  
t h at Al p h o ns e di d n ot ri g or o usl y f oll o w t he hist oric al met h o d i n his 
w or k. Ne vert heless, his si m ple a n d ple as a nt writi n gs o n Li b er m a n n 
were a welc o me c h a n g e fr o m t he us u all y a ustere w a y i n w hic h Li b er-
m a n n w as pres e nte d i n w or ks s uc h as C o ul o n’s b o o ks o n Li b er m a n n 
a n d P o ull art des Pl a c es, 1 3  or t h os e of Fr. C hristi a n de M are.1 4  Al-
p h o ns e c oll a b or ate d wit h a n ot her S pirit a n s c h ol ar, Fr. J os e p h L é c u yer, 
t he f or mer S u p eri or G e ner al, w h o s p e ci aliz e d i n st u d y o n o ur f o u n der 
Cl a u de Fr a nç ois P o ull art des Pl a c es, p u blis hi n g his writi n gs i n a criti-
c al e diti o n t hr o u g h t he S pirit a n C e nter. e C e nter c o nti n ue d t he 
p u blic ati o n of t he C a hiers S pirit ai ns (t we nt y-t w o iss ues) a n d S pirit a ns 
To d a y ( fi ve iss ues), s o v al u a ble at t he ti me f or t he f or m ati o n of y o u n g 
S pirit a ns. 1 5

D uri n g his R o m a n ye ars, Gil b ert tr a vele d e xte nsi vel y t o 
S pirit a n c o m m u nities t hr o u g h o ut t he w orl d t o pr o vi de a ni m ati o n, 
es p e ci all y t hr o u g h retre at w or k. I h a d t he o p p ort u nit y t o me et hi m i n 
Ya o u n dé f or a retre at o n t he H ol y S pirit. O n t h at o c c asi o n, he c a me 
t o visit t he missi o ns of N ort h C a mer o o n a n d m y missi o n i n M o k o n g. 
He sle pt t here o ne ni g ht. e missi o n w as b uilt i n t he mi d dle of 
l ar g e gr a nite r o c ks. I n t he e arl y m or ni n g, he s ai d t o me, “Jes us w o ul d 
s urel y h a ve li k e d t o pr a y i n y o ur r o c ks! ” He hi ms elf h a d g ot u p e arl y 
t o pr a y t here. I i nter prete d t hes e w or ds as a n i n vit ati o n f or me t o pr a y 
m ore. He s h are d wit h me m a n y a d ve nt ures of his tr a vels. He re c o u nt-
e d, o n a missi o n t o Z a m bi a, h o w he w as bitte n b y a t ar a nt ul a.  e 
a nti d ote fr o m a p a g a n I n di a n g ur u s a ve d his life.

Al p h o ns e w as als o a d mire d d uri n g his ti me i n R o me, p ar-
tic ul arl y i n Vi a Tit o Li vi o, a p aris h s er ve d b y S pirit a ns. He f a v ore d a 
g o o d b al a nc e b et we e n w or k, s pirit u alit y a n d s p ort, te n nis i n p artic u-
l ar. His a bilit y t o pr a y i n all circ u mst a nc es hel p e d hi m c o p e wit h life’s 
c h alle n g es. He o nc e s ai d t h at he li ve d “ w h at t he m ystics c all a de fi ni-
ti ve u ni o n wit h G o d ... O ne e x p erie nc es a n i ncre di ble i n ner stre n gt h, 
c ert ai nt y, a n d s ere nit y.” I n 1 9 8 8, he w as a p p oi nte d Dire ct or of t he 
D a niel Br ottier S pirit u alit y C e nter at Or p heli ns A p pre ntis d’ A ute uil  i n 
Paris. B ef ore t h at, e n r o ute fr o m R o me, he h a d t he gre at j o y of s p e n d-
i n g fi ve m o nt hs i n t he H ol y L a n d f oll o wi n g i n t he f o otste ps of Jes us.  

Al p h o ns e w as Dire ct or of Past or al A ni m ati o n i n A ute uil. I n 
1 9 9 0, he wr ote a 6 0 0- p a g e b o o k o n t he life a n d missi o n of Fat her 
Br ottier, E n c o n fi a nce, D a niel Br ottier. 1 6  As p ost ul at or f or t he c a us e 
of Br ottier’s b e ati fi c ati o n, he pr o c ess e d t he mir a cle c ul mi n ati n g i n 
Br ottier’s b e ati fi c ati o n o n N o ve m b er 2 5, 1 9 8 4. Al p h o ns e is o ne of t he 
b est i nter preters of Fr. Br ottier, p artic ul arl y o n h o w he w as i n fl ue nc e d 
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a te a c her a n d s pirit u al dire ct or. He als o visite d t he s h a nt yt o w ns w here 
e xtre me p o vert y rei g ne d a n d m a de frie n ds. He w o ul d st a y o nl y f or a 
s h ort ti me. As i n G ui ne a a ye ar e arlier, he h a d t o le a ve i n s oli d arit y 
wit h his c o nfreres e x p elle d b y t he presi de nt of t he c o u ntr y, “ Pa p a D o c” 
D u va lier.6  T his w as a n ot h er t erri bl e u pr o oti n g f or hi m!

T h e n e w S u p eri or G e n er al, J os e p h L é c u y er, 7  s e nt hi m t o G e n-
ti n nes, B el gi u m, w here t he S pirit a n a p ost olic s c h o ol h as j ust cl os e d a n d 
w here, wit h his B el gi a n c o nfreres, he o p e ne d a ne w c e nter of s pirit u al-
ity. D uri n g t his ye ar, he le ar ne d of t he de at h of his m ot her o n J u ne 2 2 
1 9 6 9. A fe w m o nt hs l ater t he s a d ne ws re a c he d hi m t h at his f at her h a d 
die d o n Ja n u ar y 1 6 1 9 7 0. He w as u n a ble t o atte n d eit her f u ner al.

I n t he s u m mer of 1 9 7 0, t he Fre nc h pr o vi nci al i n vite d hi m t o 
pre a c h t he m o nt h of pre p ar ati o n f or p er p et u al v o ws at Piré-s ur- S eic he 
t o y o u n g S pirit a ns pre p ari n g f or t he di a c o n ate. F oll o wi n g t his retre at 
he w as a p p oi nte d dire ct or of t he t he ol o gic al s c h ol astic ate at C he vill y-
L ar ue. is i n vit ati o n gre atl y s ur pris e d hi m, as he w as little k n o w n b y 
t he Fre nc h co nfreres.  

e S e ni or S c h ol astic ate at C he vill y- L ar ue h a d b e c o me t he 
“ C o ns orti u m of Missi o n ar y St u dies” at t he s er vic e of S pirit a n st u de nts, 
t he F orei g n Missi o ns of Paris, t he Afric a n Missi o ns of L y o n, as well as 
reli gi o us sisters a n d s o me l a y p e o ple. It s er ve d a b o ut o ne h u n dre d a n d 
t hirt y st u de nts. Fr. Al p h o ns e s p e nt fi ve ye ars t here fr o m 1 9 7 0 t o 19 7 5. 
I k ne w hi m a n d li ve d wit h hi m d uri n g m y l ast t w o ye ars as a st u de nt 
b ef ore m y first a p p oi nt me nt t o N ort h C a mer o o n i n 1 9 7 2.  I n t h at ye ar 
he met Pierre G o urs at, a n d a b e a utif ul c oll a b or ati o n w as b or n t h at 
br o u g ht a b o ut t he f o u n d ati o n a n d de vel o p me nt of t he E m m a n uel c o m-
m u nit y. 8

T O  RO M E
I n 1 9 7 5, Al p h o ns e b e c a me S u p eri or of t he G e ner al ate c o m-

m u nit y i n Cli v o di Ci n n a, R o me. Si x ye ars l ater, he w as a p p oi nte d 
Dire ct or of t he C e nter f or S pirit a n R es e arc h a n d St u dies, w here he 
w o ul d re m ai n u ntil 1 9 8 8. D uri n g t h at ti me, he p u blis he d T u as mis s ur 
m oi t a m ai n 9  w hic h pr o ve d ver y p o p ul ar. is pres e nt ati o n of Li b er-
m a n n q u ot ati o ns ass o ci ate d wit h p artic ul ar p eri o ds of his life, w as a 
si m ple h a n d o ut tr a nsl ate d i nt o s e ver al l a n g u a g es w hic h, li k e m ost of his 
p u blic ati o ns, b e c a me b e dsi de re a di n g f or m a n y S pirit a ns.  I n 1 9 9 0, he 
t o o k t o writi n g a g ai n. is ti me it w as a b o o k t o m a k e k n o w n t o t he 
F o u n d ati o n  A p pre ntis d ’A ute ui l t he s o urc e of Bless e d D a niel Br ottier’s 
s pirit u alit y, Die u est t o ut, Fr a nç ois Li ber m a n n .1 0   I n 1 9 8 5, t he w or k w as 
s u p ple me nte d a n d de vel o p e d f or t he g e ner al p u blic b y a n ot her p u blic a-
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ti o n, Le fe u s ur l a terre .1 1   O ne c a n re gret, al o n g wit h Pa ul C o ul o n,1 2  
t h at Al p h o ns e di d n ot ri g or o usl y f oll o w t he hist oric al met h o d i n his 
w or k. Ne vert heless, his si m ple a n d ple as a nt writi n gs o n Li b er m a n n 
were a welc o me c h a n g e fr o m t he us u all y a ustere w a y i n w hic h Li b er-
m a n n w as pres e nte d i n w or ks s u c h as C o ul o n’s b o o ks o n Li b er m a n n 
a n d P o ull art des Pl a c es, 1 3  or t h os e of Fr. C hristi a n de M are.1 4  Al-
p h o ns e c oll a b or ate d wit h a n ot her S pirit a n s c h ol ar, Fr. J os e p h L é c u yer, 
t he f or mer S u p eri or G e ner al, w h o s p e ci aliz e d i n st u d y o n o ur f o u n der 
Cl a u de Fr a nç ois P o ull art des Pl a c es, p u blis hi n g his writi n gs i n a criti-
c al e diti o n t hr o u g h t he S pirit a n C e nter. e C e nter c o nti n ue d t he 
p u blic ati o n of t he C a hiers S pirit ai ns (t we nt y-t w o iss ues) a n d S pirit a ns 
To d a y ( fi ve iss ues), s o v al u a ble at t he ti me f or t he f or m ati o n of y o u n g 
S pirit a ns. 1 5

D uri n g his R o m a n ye ars, Gil b ert tr a vele d e xte nsi vel y t o 
S pirit a n c o m m u nities t hr o u g h o ut t he w orl d t o pr o vi de a ni m ati o n, 
es p e ci all y t hr o u g h retre at w or k. I h a d t he o p p ort u nit y t o me et hi m i n 
Ya o u n dé f or a retre at o n t he H ol y S pirit. O n t h at o c c asi o n, he c a me 
t o visit t he missi o ns of N ort h C a mer o o n a n d m y missi o n i n M o k o n g. 
He sle pt t here o ne ni g ht. e missi o n w as b uilt i n t he mi d dle of 
l ar g e gr a nite r o c ks. I n t he e arl y m or ni n g, he s ai d t o me, “Jes us w o ul d 
s urel y h a ve li k e d t o pr a y i n y o ur r o c ks! ” He hi ms elf h a d g ot u p e arl y 
t o pr a y t here. I i nter prete d t hes e w or ds as a n i n vit ati o n f or me t o pr a y 
m ore. He s h are d wit h me m a n y a d ve nt ures of his tr a vels. He re c o u nt-
e d, o n a missi o n t o Z a m bi a, h o w he w as bitte n b y a t ar a nt ul a.  e 
a nti d ote fr o m a p a g a n I n di a n g ur u s a ve d his lif e.

Al p h o ns e w as als o a d mire d d uri n g his ti me i n R o me, p ar-
tic ul arl y i n Vi a Tit o Li vi o, a p aris h s er ve d b y S pirit a ns. He f a v ore d a 
g o o d b al a nc e b et we e n w or k, s pirit u alit y a n d s p ort, te n nis i n p artic u-
l ar. His a bilit y t o pr a y i n all circ u mst a nc es hel p e d hi m c o p e wit h lif e’s 
c h alle n g es. He o nc e s ai d t h at he li ve d “ w h at t he m ystics c all a de fi ni-
ti ve u ni o n wit h G o d ... O ne e x p erie nc es a n i ncre di ble i n ner stre n gt h, 
c ert ai nt y, a n d s ere nit y.” I n 1 9 8 8, he w as a p p oi nte d Dire ct or of t he 
D a niel Br ottier S pirit u alit y C e nter at Or p heli ns A p pre ntis d’ A ute uil  i n 
Paris. B ef ore t h at, e n r o ute fr o m R o me, he h a d t he gre at j o y of s p e n d-
i n g fi ve m o nt hs i n t he H ol y L a n d f oll o wi n g i n t he f o otste ps of Jes us.  

Al p h o ns e w as Dire ct or of Past or al A ni m ati o n i n A ute uil. I n 
1 9 9 0, he wr ote a 6 0 0- p a g e b o o k o n t he lif e a n d missi o n of Fat her 
Br ottier, E n c o n fi a nce, D a niel Br ottier. 1 6  As p ost ul at or f or t he c a us e 
of Br ottier’s b e ati fi c ati o n, he pr o c ess e d t he mir a cle c ul mi n ati n g i n 
Br ottier’s b e ati fi c ati o n o n N o ve m b er 2 5, 1 9 8 4. Al p h o ns e is o ne of t he 
b est i nter preters of Fr. Br ottier, p artic ul arl y o n h o w he w as i n fl ue nc e d 
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b y t he s pirit u alit y of Fat her Li b er m a n n a n d t h at of érès e of Lisie u x. 
Br ottier w as c o n vi nc e d t h at it w as Li b er m a n n a n d érès e w h o pr o-
te cte d hi m f or m ore t h a n f o ur ye ars d uri n g t he Gre at War w he n he 
w as a v ol u nte er milit ar y c h a pl ai n. 

I n 2 0 0 0, Al p h o ns e p u blis he d a n ot her b o o k f or t he g e ner al 
p u blic o n t he bless e d, Le bie n he ure u x D a niel Br ottier .1 7  L ater, i n 2 0 0 3, 
his p o p ul ar retre at wit h Br ottier w as p u blis he d, Prier q ui n ze j o urs a vec 
D a niel Br ottier. 1 8  Here we c a n s e e s o me f a c ets of t he i m pressi ve h oli-
ness of t his S er v a nt of G o d re fle cti n g t he ess e nti al as p e cts of his w a y of 
a p ost olic h oli ness. I n e a c h of t hes e f a c ets c h os e n f or t hes e fifte e n d a ys 
of pr a yer, Al p h o ns e c o ul d re c o g niz e hi ms elf a n d a p pl y t he m t o hi m-
s elf.

Fr o m 1 9 9 5 t o 2 0 0 2, Al p h o ns e w as a g ai n i n R o me as s pirit u al 
dire ct or at t he Fre nc h S e mi n ar y, Pr o c ur at or of t he Fre nc h Bis h o ps t o 
t he H ol y S e e, a n d P ost ul at or of s e ver al c a us es of s ai nts. I n 2 0 0 0- 2 0 0 1, 
I h a d t he o p p ort u nit y t o s p e n d a ye ar wit h hi m t here. I w as a ble t o s e e 
h o w m uc h at h o me he w as i n R o me, k n o wi n g m a n y p e o ple a n d s p e a k-
i n g “It ali a n b etter t h a n m a n y It ali a ns t he ms el ves,” a c c or di n g t o t he 
s e mi n ar y h o us e k e e p ers. 

I n 2 0 0 2, he ret ur ne d t o Fr a nc e as c h a pl ai n of M ais o n Afric a 
at N o g e nt s ur M ar ne ( R etre at H o us e of t he S pirit a n Sisters a n d s o me 
S pirit a ns). I n 2 0 0 8, he ret ur ne d t o C he vill y t o retire. I n 2 0 1 3, he p u b-
lis he d a b o o k o n t he H ol y S pirit, A ni més p ar l’ Es prit de Die u . is is a 
s y nt hesis of his te a c hi n gs gi ve n d uri n g his n u mer o us retre ats i n s o me 
f ort y c o u ntries. O n t he b a c k c o ver, we re a d,

“ All w h o are le d by t he Holy S pirit are s o ns of G o d ” ( R o m 8: 1 4). 
is p hr ase of S ai nt P a ul se d uce d F at her Al p h o nse Gil bert fr o m 

t he begi n ni ng of his religi o us life a n d pl ace d his a p ost ol ate u n der 
t he sig n of life i n t he S pirit, left as a n i n herit a nce by C hrist. 
W h o is t he Holy S pirit? W h at is his n at ure a n d his r ole i n t he 
Tri nity? Ho w d oes he act i n o ur li ves or h o w c a n we let hi m act? 
Si nce he m a kes us s o ns of G o d, it is cr uci al, if n ot vit al, t o get t o 
k n o w hi m i n or der t o liste n t o hi m o n o ur w ay t o t he F at her. is 
b o o k, t he fr uit of a ric h pers o n al a n d a p ost olic e x perie nce, all o ws 
us t o better u n derst a n d t he re ality of t he Holy S pirit a n d gi ves us 
t he keys t o let hi m d o his w or k i n o ur li ves.1 9

I n 2 0 1 6, his l ast b o o k, A ve nt urier de l’ Es prit S ai nt 2 0  t ells his life 
st or y. We w o ul d h a ve li k e d o ur c o nfrère, Al p h o ns e Gil b ert, t o b e c o me 
a c e nte n ari a n. e G o o d L or d de ci de d ot her wis e. All t he s a me, it w as 

a l o n g a n d ric h life of al m ost ni net y- ni ne ye ars e n di n g wit h a q uiet 
de p art ure o n t he ni g ht of J ul y 2 0 2 0 2 0.

W h at c a n we s a y a b o ut s uc h a m a n w h o s o ofte n re ve ale d 
hi ms elf t hr o u g h his te a c hi n gs a n d i n his b o o ks? W h at me m or y s h o ul d 
I k e e p of t he m a n w h o w as m y s e mi n ar y dire ct or u ntil m y or di n ati o n 
t o t he priest h o o d? I will s u m it u p i n o ne s e nte nc e, Al p h o ns e w as a 
s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d, f a v ore d i n a b u n d a nc e b y t he gr a c es of 
G o d, a n d o ne w h o k ne w h o w t o res p o n d t o t h os e gr a c es. 

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d! First b y his C hris-
ti a n f a mil y, neit her ric h n or p o or, b ut l o vi n g a n d u nite d. is m o dest 
b ut ver y pr ote cti ve f a mil y e n vir o n me nt all o we d hi m t h at pric eless 
gift, t o e x p erie nc e G o d fr o m his e arliest c hil d h o o d. He w o ul d k n o w 
t he a ff e cti o n of his p are nts, his f at her i n p artic ul ar, b ut als o t h at of his 
br ot hers a n d es p e ci all y of his sister, w h os e de at h at t he a g e of ele ve n 
w as a n i m me ns e f a mil y tr a u m a. His w as a c hil d h o o d s p oile d b y t he 
G o o d L or d als o b y t he si m ple a n d c aref ul e d uc ati o n he re c ei ve d i n his 
f a mil y, i n his s c h o ol, a n d i n his p aris h w here t he priests li ve d cl os el y 
wit h t heir little fl o c k.

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d still b y his i ntel-
li g e nc e a n d t he c ult ure he de vel o p e d i n hi ms elf fr o m his y o ut h a n d 
t hr o u g h o ut his life. Al p h o ns e w as a c ult ure d m a n, wit h a ver y f ait hf ul 
me m or y. He k ne w m a n y p o e ms b y he art si nc e his ti me as a pr ofess or 
of liter at ure b ut pr o b a bl y b ef ore t h at, si nc e his hi g h s c h o ol ye ars.  His 
w as a pr o di gi o us me m or y i n e ver y d a y life as well. M a n y m ar vele d 
at his a bilit y, fr o m t he first d a y of t he ne w s c h o ol ye ar, t o s p ot a n d 
re me m b er t he n a mes of all t he ne w s e mi n ari a ns w h o h a d j ust arri ve d. 
He b e c a me fl ue nt i n E n glis h a n d It ali a n, w hic h pr o ve d i n v al u a ble i n 
pre a c hi n g retre ats i n E n glis h-s p e a ki n g c o u ntries.

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d blest wit h a ver y fi ne 
artistic s e ns e. I n C a n a d a, he w as f a mili ar wit h m a n y artists, p o ets, 
a n d si n g ers s uc h as Féli x L e clerc. I n Paris, at t he é âtre de l a Ville i n 
1 9 7 1, he br o u g ht a gr o u p t o a Gilles Vi g ne a ult c o nc ert. He h a d als o 
writte n pl a ys a n d a cte d hi ms elf a n d, des pite his we a k v oic e, he h a d a n 
e xtr a or di n ar y pres e nc e i n fr o nt of t he p u blic a n d k ne w h o w t o c a pt ure 
t he atte nti o n of his liste ners i n his s p e e c hes a n d his h o milies.

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d a g ai n a n d es p e ci all y 
as f ar as his life as a reli gi o us priest a n d S pirit a n missi o n ar y w as c o n-
c er ne d. Li k e e ver y o ne els e, he we nt t hr o u g h v ari o us st a g es, first as a 
si m ple te a c her, t he n as dire ct or of mi n or a n d m aj or s e mi n aries wit h-
o ut a n y s p e ci fi c f or m ati o n t h at I k n o w of f or t hes e di ffi c ult f u ncti o ns. 
H o w w as he a ble t o d o t his? H o w c o ul d he b e c o me a pre a c her a p pre-
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b y t he s pirit u alit y of Fat her Li b er m a n n a n d t h at of érès e of Lisie u x. 
Br ottier w as c o n vi nc e d t h at it w as Li b er m a n n a n d érès e w h o pr o-
te cte d hi m f or m ore t h a n f o ur ye ars d uri n g t he Gre at War w he n he 
w as a v ol u nte er milit ar y c h a pl ai n. 

I n 2 0 0 0, Al p h o ns e p u blis he d a n ot her b o o k f or t he g e ner al 
p u blic o n t he bless e d, Le bie n he ure u x D a niel Br ottier .1 7  L ater, i n 2 0 0 3, 
his p o p ul ar retre at wit h Br ottier w as p u blis he d, Prier q ui n ze j o urs a vec 
D a niel Br ottier. 1 8  Here we c a n s e e s o me f a c ets of t he i m pressi ve h oli-
ness of t his S er v a nt of G o d re fle cti n g t he ess e nti al as p e cts of his w a y of 
a p ost olic h oli ness. I n e a c h of t hes e f a c ets c h os e n f or t hes e fifte e n d a ys 
of pr a yer, Al p h o ns e c o ul d re c o g niz e hi ms elf a n d a p pl y t he m t o hi m-
s elf.

Fr o m 1 9 9 5 t o 2 0 0 2, Al p h o ns e w as a g ai n i n R o me as s pirit u al 
dire ct or at t he Fre nc h S e mi n ar y, Pr o c ur at or of t he Fre nc h Bis h o ps t o 
t he H ol y S e e, a n d P ost ul at or of s e ver al c a us es of s ai nts. I n 2 0 0 0- 2 0 0 1, 
I h a d t he o p p ort u nit y t o s p e n d a ye ar wit h hi m t here. I w as a ble t o s e e 
h o w m uc h at h o me he w as i n R o me, k n o wi n g m a n y p e o ple a n d s p e a k-
i n g “It ali a n b etter t h a n m a n y It ali a ns t he ms el ves,” a c c or di n g t o t he 
s e mi n ar y h o us e k e e p ers. 

I n 2 0 0 2, he ret ur ne d t o Fr a nc e as c h a pl ai n of M ais o n Afric a 
at N o g e nt s ur M ar ne ( R etre at H o us e of t he S pirit a n Sisters a n d s o me 
S pirit a ns). I n 2 0 0 8, he ret ur ne d t o C he vill y t o retire. I n 2 0 1 3, he p u b-
lis he d a b o o k o n t he H ol y S pirit, A ni més p ar l’ Es prit de Die u . is is a 
s y nt hesis of his te a c hi n gs gi ve n d uri n g his n u mer o us retre ats i n s o me 
f ort y c o u ntries. O n t he b a c k c o ver, we re a d,

“ All w h o are le d by t he Holy S pirit are s o ns of G o d ” ( R o m 8: 1 4). 
is p hr ase of S ai nt P a ul se d uce d F at her Al p h o nse Gil bert fr o m 

t he begi n ni ng of his religi o us life a n d pl ace d his a p ost ol ate u n der 
t he sig n of life i n t he S pirit, left as a n i n herit a nce by C hrist. 
W h o is t he Holy S pirit? W h at is his n at ure a n d his r ole i n t he 
Tri nity? Ho w d oes he act i n o ur li ves or h o w c a n we let hi m act? 
Si nce he m a kes us s o ns of G o d, it is cr uci al, if n ot vit al, t o get t o 
k n o w hi m i n or der t o liste n t o hi m o n o ur w ay t o t he F at her. is 
b o o k, t he fr uit of a ric h pers o n al a n d a p ost olic e x perie nce, all o ws 
us t o better u n derst a n d t he re ality of t he Holy S pirit a n d gi ves us 
t he keys t o let hi m d o his w or k i n o ur li ves.1 9

I n 2 0 1 6, his l ast b o o k, A ve nt urier de l’ Es prit S ai nt 2 0  t ells his life 
st or y. We w o ul d h a ve li k e d o ur c o nfrère, Al p h o ns e Gil b ert, t o b e c o me 
a c e nte n ari a n. e G o o d L or d de ci de d ot her wis e. All t he s a me, it w as 

a l o n g a n d ric h lif e of al m ost ni net y- ni ne ye ars e n di n g wit h a q uiet 
de p art ure o n t he ni g ht of J ul y 2 0 2 0 2 0.

W h at c a n we s a y a b o ut s u c h a m a n w h o s o ofte n re ve ale d 
hi ms elf t hr o u g h his te a c hi n gs a n d i n his b o o ks? W h at me m or y s h o ul d 
I k e e p of t he m a n w h o w as m y s e mi n ar y dire ct or u ntil m y or di n ati o n 
t o t he priest h o o d? I will s u m it u p i n o ne s e nte nc e, Al p h o ns e w as a 
s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d, f a v ore d i n a b u n d a nc e b y t he gr a c es of 
G o d, a n d o ne w h o k ne w h o w t o res p o n d t o t h os e gr a c es. 

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d! First b y his C hris-
ti a n f a mil y, neit her ric h n or p o or, b ut l o vi n g a n d u nite d. is m o dest 
b ut ver y pr ote cti ve f a mil y e n vir o n me nt all o we d hi m t h at pric eless 
gift, t o e x p erie nc e G o d fr o m his e arliest c hil d h o o d. He w o ul d k n o w 
t he a ff e cti o n of his p are nts, his f at her i n p artic ul ar, b ut als o t h at of his 
br ot hers a n d es p e ci all y of his sister, w h os e de at h at t he a g e of ele ve n 
w as a n i m me ns e f a mil y tr a u m a. His w as a c hil d h o o d s p oile d b y t he 
G o o d L or d als o b y t he si m ple a n d c aref ul e d u c ati o n he re c ei ve d i n his 
f a mil y, i n his s c h o ol, a n d i n his p aris h w here t he priests li ve d cl os el y 
wit h t heir little fl o c k.

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d still b y his i ntel-
li g e nc e a n d t he c ult ure he de vel o p e d i n hi ms elf fr o m his y o ut h a n d 
t hr o u g h o ut his lif e. Al p h o ns e w as a c ult ure d m a n, wit h a ver y f ait hf ul 
me m or y. He k ne w m a n y p o e ms b y he art si nc e his ti me as a pr of ess or 
of liter at ure b ut pr o b a bl y b ef ore t h at, si nc e his hi g h s c h o ol ye ars.  His 
w as a pr o di gi o us me m or y i n e ver y d a y lif e as well. M a n y m ar vele d 
at his a bilit y, fr o m t he first d a y of t he ne w s c h o ol ye ar, t o s p ot a n d 
re me m b er t he n a mes of all t he ne w s e mi n ari a ns w h o h a d j ust arri ve d. 
He b e c a me fl ue nt i n E n glis h a n d It ali a n, w hic h pr o ve d i n v al u a ble i n 
pre a c hi n g retre ats i n E n glis h-s p e a ki n g c o u ntries.

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d blest wit h a ver y fi ne 
artistic s e ns e. I n C a n a d a, he w as f a mili ar wit h m a n y artists, p o ets, 
a n d si n g ers s u c h as Féli x L e clerc. I n Paris, at t he é âtre de l a Ville i n 
1 9 7 1, he br o u g ht a gr o u p t o a Gilles Vi g ne a ult c o nc ert. He h a d als o 
writte n pl a ys a n d a cte d hi ms elf a n d, des pite his we a k v oic e, he h a d a n 
e xtr a or di n ar y pres e nc e i n fr o nt of t he p u blic a n d k ne w h o w t o c a pt ure 
t he atte nti o n of his liste ners i n his s p e e c hes a n d his h o milies.

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d a g ai n a n d es p e ci all y 
as f ar as his lif e as a reli gi o us priest a n d S pirit a n missi o n ar y w as c o n-
c er ne d. Li k e e ver y o ne els e, he we nt t hr o u g h v ari o us st a g es, first as a 
si m ple te a c her, t he n as dire ct or of mi n or a n d m aj or s e mi n aries wit h-
o ut a n y s p e ci fi c f or m ati o n t h at I k n o w of f or t hes e di ffi c ult f u ncti o ns. 
H o w w as he a ble t o d o t his? H o w c o ul d he b e c o me a pre a c her a p pre-
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ci ate d b y t h os e w h o atte n de d his m a n y c o nfere nc es a n d retre ats? H o w 
w as he a ble t o d o all t his? H o w c o ul d he b e c o me t he m uc h s o u g ht 
after c o u ns ell or of priests a n d s e mi n ari a ns? It m a y s e e m i ncre di ble t o 
us t o d a y. It is tr ue t h at Al p h o ns e w as a n or g a niz e d m a n. I n a d diti o n, 
he h a d a n e n or m o us c a p a cit y f or w or k a n d a he alt h y lifest yle, es p e-
ci all y t hr o u g h s p orts. O ne of m y c o nfreres, t he n t we nt y- fi ve ye ars ol d, 
s o meti mes pl a ye d te n nis at C he vill y wit h Al p h o ns e w h o w as alre a d y i n 
his fifties. He t ol d me t h at he h a d ne ver m a n a g e d t o b e at hi m.

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d i n his m ulti ple a n d 
v arie d rel ati o ns hi ps. He h a d t he gift of e m p at h y a n d w as c a p a ble of 
c o m p assi o n i n t he f a c e of h u m a n s u ff eri n g a n d mis er y, re m ai ni n g 
p ositi ve i n t he m ost di ffi c ult of circ u mst a nc es. at w as p artic ul arl y s o 
w he n he h a d t o le a ve t he p o or G ui ne a ns a n d H aiti a ns wit h t he e x p ul-
si o n of t he missi o n aries i n 1 9 6 7- 6 8.

O n his a p p oi nt me nt t o t he w or k of A ute uil i n 1 9 8 8, He t ol d 
Fr. Je a n S a v oie, “ B e c aref ul b e c a us e I a m s o me o ne w h o t a k es u p a 
l ot of s p a c e! ” is me a nt t h at w he n he g ot i n v ol ve d i n s o met hi n g, he 
we nt all t he w a y a n d t h at w as li k el y t o c a us e di ffi c ulties f or ot hers. I n 
A ute uil, he k ne w h o w t o gi ve t he S pirit u alit y C e nter its tr ue p ast or al 
di me nsi o n e n a bli n g it t o e v ol ve a n d pr o ve a me n a ble t o t he e ntire st a ff. 
Fr. S a v oie t ol d me t h at t his pr o b a bl y s a ve d t he w or k of A ute uil at a 
ti me of gre at te nsi o n.  

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he g o o d L or d b y his a bilit y t o w o n-
der a b o ut t he b e a ut y of t hi n gs, p e o ple, a n d e ve nts. D uri n g m y or di n a-
ti o n t o t he di a c o n ate i n C he vill y, I c a n still he ar hi m s a y t o m y f at her, 
“ Mr. Ost y, y o u t o o are a s ai nt.” M y a u nt, m y m ot her’s sister, w h o di d 
n ot li k e m y f at her ver y m uc h, s ai d, p oi nti n g t o m y m ot her, “ O h n o, 
n ot hi m, s he is! ” We still l a u g h as a f a mil y a b o ut t his e pis o de.

D uri n g a retre at i n Ya o u n dé, I c a n still he ar t he s u p eri or tell 
me t h at he li k e d t he retre at Al p h o ns e pre a c he d t o t he c o m m u nit y, b ut 
t h at he h a d pr ais e d us t o o m uc h d ue t o his a d mir ati o n f or t he mis-
si o n aries i n t he fiel d. S o me m a y h a ve t h o u g ht t h at he w as b a b bli n g or 
b o asti n g w he n he s p o k e of his e nc o u nters wit h G o d t he Fat her d ur-
i n g his n o viti ate or w he n he s ai d t h at he w as li vi n g i n t he ni g ht of t he 
S pirit or t h at he h a d e ntere d i nt o t he u niti ve w a y of w hic h s pirit u al 
writers s p e a k. I t hi n k he r at her p oss ess e d t he n ai vet y of t he vill a g e 
i di ot, w hic h all o we d hi m t o re me m b er a n d k e e p i n mi n d o nl y t he 
p ositi ve as p e ct of t hi n gs. We will o nl y k n o w t he f ull tr ut h i n eter nit y. 
Per h a ps it w as t he e ff e ct of t h at c hil dli k e si m plicit y w hic h he a d mire d 
s o m uc h i n St. érès e of Lisie u x t h at s ust ai ne d hi m d uri n g his l o n g 
life.

H o we ver, I b elie ve t h at t he s e cret of his life is si m pler t h a n 
t h at a n d lies els e w here. As a y o u n g m a n, Al p h o ns e h a d gi ve n his life 
t o G o d, a n d he ne ver t o o k b a c k his pr o mis e. G o d a c c e pte d t his gift 
a n d re fi ne d t hr o u g h o ut his life t his arr o w of c h oic e t h at g o es str ai g ht 
t o t he p oi nt wit h o ut de vi ati o n. He h a d a f ait h a nc h ore d i n his b o d y 
wit h o ut e ver letti n g t he sli g htest d o u bt s h o w t hr o u g h. e s e cret of 
his life lies t here. He li ve d u n der t he g ui d a nc e of t he H ol y S pirit as 
he ofte n s ai d. As a S pirit a n, he h a d c o ns e cr ate d hi ms elf t o t he H ol y 
S pirit. He li ve d his life i n a b a n d o n me nt t o t his H ol y S pirit, as t he 
f o u n ders of his c o n gre g ati o n, P o ull art des Pl a c es a n d Li b er m a n n, 
w h o m he k ne w well, h a d k n o w n h o w t o d o. He li ve d his life i n 
i nti m a c y wit h Jes us j oi ni n g wit h hi m i n d ail y pr a yer a n d i n tr usti n g 
o b e die nc e t o t he Fat her. He w as t heref ore a ble t o s h o w gre at fre e d o m 
i n all as p e cts of his life. Pr o b a bl y t his is w h y he w as t he m a n of wis e 
c o u ns el f or ot hers; a ble t o liste n t o e ver y o ne i n c o n fi de nc e, e ve n t he 
m ost w o u n de d of p e o ple, a ble t o a c c o m p a n y m a n y p e o ple. e L or d 
h a d gi ve n hi m t he gift of dis c er n me nt. He i ns pire d c o n fi de nc e i n 
t h os e w h o met hi m, a n d his pres e nc e br o u g ht c al m t o tr o u ble d s o uls. 
It is rel ati vel y e as y t o t al k a b o ut t hes e q u alities, b ut h ar der t o li ve 
t he m o n a d a y-t o- d a y b asis. Alt h o u g h s o meti mes mis u n derst o o d, he 
w as n ot o ff e n de d. Li k e e ver y dis ci ple of C hrist, it w as t hr o u g h t he 
cr oss t h at he re a c he d u ni o n wit h his G o d; b ut he ne ver l a c k e d gr a c e. 

T w o testi m o ni als c o ncl u de t his tri b ute t o Fr. Al p h o ns e 
Gil b ert, C. S. S p. e first c o mi n g fr o m A n dré R e vert, a f or mer 
st u de nt of S ai nt- Ale x a n dre i n C a n a d a. He wr ote, “I h a d s e e n i n 
Al p h o ns e Gil b ert, a me nt or, a b e a c o n of li g ht t h at w as b ot h brilli a nt 
a n d s o ot hi n g, a n i ns piri n g b ei n g, s o b al a nc e d a n d c o m plete o n t he 
i ntelle ct u al, s pirit u al, m or al, s o ci al, artistic, a n d at hletic le vels. His 
me m or y will l o n g li ve o n i n t he he arts of t he p e o ple w h o met hi m at 
s o me p oi nt i n t heir li ves.” e fi n al testi m o n y c o mes fr o m o ne of m y 
S pirit a n c o nfrères fr o m R e u ni o n Isl a n d. O n le ar ni n g t he ne ws of his 
de at h, he wr ote, “ He w as a b e a utif ul s o ul. I visite d hi m e ver y v a c a-
ti o n. I i nter vie we d hi m m a n y ti mes. He h a d a w a y of b ei n g, as if he 
w as al w a ys a c c o m p a nie d. He w as m ore t h a n j ust his b o o ks.” 

Étie n ne Osty, C. S. S p.
C he villy, P aris.
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1.  Gil b ert, A.  A ve nt urier de l’ Es prit S ai nt : Vie d’ u n missi o n n aire s pirit ai n .
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ci ate d b y t h os e w h o atte n de d his m a n y c o nfere nc es a n d retre ats? H o w 
w as he a ble t o d o all t his? H o w c o ul d he b e c o me t he m uc h s o u g ht 
after c o u ns ell or of priests a n d s e mi n ari a ns? It m a y s e e m i ncre di ble t o 
us t o d a y. It is tr ue t h at Al p h o ns e w as a n or g a niz e d m a n. I n a d diti o n, 
he h a d a n e n or m o us c a p a cit y f or w or k a n d a he alt h y lifest yle, es p e-
ci all y t hr o u g h s p orts. O ne of m y c o nfreres, t he n t we nt y- fi ve ye ars ol d, 
s o meti mes pl a ye d te n nis at C he vill y wit h Al p h o ns e w h o w as alre a d y i n 
his fifties. He t ol d me t h at he h a d ne ver m a n a g e d t o b e at hi m.

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he G o o d L or d i n his m ulti ple a n d 
v arie d rel ati o ns hi ps. He h a d t he gift of e m p at h y a n d w as c a p a ble of 
c o m p assi o n i n t he f a c e of h u m a n s u ff eri n g a n d mis er y, re m ai ni n g 
p ositi ve i n t he m ost di ffi c ult of circ u mst a nc es. at w as p artic ul arl y s o 
w he n he h a d t o le a ve t he p o or G ui ne a ns a n d H aiti a ns wit h t he e x p ul-
si o n of t he missi o n aries i n 1 9 6 7- 6 8.

O n his a p p oi nt me nt t o t he w or k of A ute uil i n 1 9 8 8, He t ol d 
Fr. Je a n S a v oie, “ B e c aref ul b e c a us e I a m s o me o ne w h o t a k es u p a 
l ot of s p a c e! ” is me a nt t h at w he n he g ot i n v ol ve d i n s o met hi n g, he 
we nt all t he w a y a n d t h at w as li k el y t o c a us e di ffi c ulties f or ot hers. I n 
A ute uil, he k ne w h o w t o gi ve t he S pirit u alit y C e nter its tr ue p ast or al 
di me nsi o n e n a bli n g it t o e v ol ve a n d pr o ve a me n a ble t o t he e ntire st a ff. 
Fr. S a v oie t ol d me t h at t his pr o b a bl y s a ve d t he w or k of A ute uil at a 
ti me of gre at te nsi o n.  

He w as a s p oile d c hil d of t he g o o d L or d b y his a bilit y t o w o n-
der a b o ut t he b e a ut y of t hi n gs, p e o ple, a n d e ve nts. D uri n g m y or di n a-
ti o n t o t he di a c o n ate i n C he vill y, I c a n still he ar hi m s a y t o m y f at her, 
“ Mr. Ost y, y o u t o o are a s ai nt.” M y a u nt, m y m ot her’s sister, w h o di d 
n ot li k e m y f at her ver y m uc h, s ai d, p oi nti n g t o m y m ot her, “ O h n o, 
n ot hi m, s he is! ” We still l a u g h as a f a mil y a b o ut t his e pis o de.

D uri n g a retre at i n Ya o u n dé, I c a n still he ar t he s u p eri or tell 
me t h at he li k e d t he retre at Al p h o ns e pre a c he d t o t he c o m m u nit y, b ut 
t h at he h a d pr ais e d us t o o m uc h d ue t o his a d mir ati o n f or t he mis-
si o n aries i n t he fiel d. S o me m a y h a ve t h o u g ht t h at he w as b a b bli n g or 
b o asti n g w he n he s p o k e of his e nc o u nters wit h G o d t he Fat her d ur-
i n g his n o viti ate or w he n he s ai d t h at he w as li vi n g i n t he ni g ht of t he 
S pirit or t h at he h a d e ntere d i nt o t he u niti ve w a y of w hic h s pirit u al 
writers s p e a k. I t hi n k he r at her p oss ess e d t he n ai vet y of t he vill a g e 
i di ot, w hic h all o we d hi m t o re me m b er a n d k e e p i n mi n d o nl y t he 
p ositi ve as p e ct of t hi n gs. We will o nl y k n o w t he f ull tr ut h i n eter nit y. 
Per h a ps it w as t he e ff e ct of t h at c hil dli k e si m plicit y w hic h he a d mire d 
s o m u c h i n St. érès e of Lisie u x t h at s ust ai ne d hi m d uri n g his l o n g 
lif e.

H o we ver, I b elie ve t h at t he s e cret of his lif e is si m pler t h a n 
t h at a n d lies els e w here. As a y o u n g m a n, Al p h o ns e h a d gi ve n his lif e 
t o G o d, a n d he ne ver t o o k b a c k his pr o mis e. G o d a c c e pte d t his gift 
a n d re fi ne d t hr o u g h o ut his lif e t his arr o w of c h oic e t h at g o es str ai g ht 
t o t he p oi nt wit h o ut de vi ati o n. He h a d a f ait h a nc h ore d i n his b o d y 
wit h o ut e ver letti n g t he sli g htest d o u bt s h o w t hr o u g h. e s e cret of 
his lif e lies t here. He li ve d u n der t he g ui d a nc e of t he H ol y S pirit as 
he ofte n s ai d. As a S pirit a n, he h a d c o ns e cr ate d hi ms elf t o t he H ol y 
S pirit. He li ve d his lif e i n a b a n d o n me nt t o t his H ol y S pirit, as t he 
f o u n ders of his c o n gre g ati o n, P o ull art des Pl a c es a n d Li b er m a n n, 
w h o m he k ne w well, h a d k n o w n h o w t o d o. He li ve d his lif e i n 
i nti m a c y wit h Jes us j oi ni n g wit h hi m i n d ail y pr a yer a n d i n tr usti n g 
o b e die nc e t o t he Fat her. He w as t heref ore a ble t o s h o w gre at fre e d o m 
i n all as p e cts of his lif e. Pr o b a bl y t his is w h y he w as t he m a n of wis e 
c o u ns el f or ot hers; a ble t o liste n t o e ver y o ne i n c o n fi de nc e, e ve n t he 
m ost w o u n de d of p e o ple, a ble t o a c c o m p a n y m a n y p e o ple. e L or d 
h a d gi ve n hi m t he gift of dis c er n me nt. He i ns pire d c o n fi de nc e i n 
t h os e w h o met hi m, a n d his pres e nc e br o u g ht c al m t o tr o u ble d s o uls. 
It is rel ati vel y e as y t o t al k a b o ut t hes e q u alities, b ut h ar der t o li ve 
t he m o n a d a y-t o- d a y b asis. Alt h o u g h s o meti mes mis u n derst o o d, he 
w as n ot o ff e n de d. Li k e e ver y dis ci ple of C hrist, it w as t hr o u g h t he 
cr oss t h at he re a c he d u ni o n wit h his G o d; b ut he ne ver l a c k e d gr a c e. 

T w o testi m o ni als c o ncl u de t his tri b ute t o Fr. Al p h o ns e 
Gil b ert, C. S. S p. e first c o mi n g fr o m A n dré R e vert, a f or mer 
st u de nt of S ai nt- Ale x a n dre i n C a n a d a. He wr ote, “I h a d s e e n i n 
Al p h o ns e Gil b ert, a me nt or, a b e a c o n of li g ht t h at w as b ot h brilli a nt 
a n d s o ot hi n g, a n i ns piri n g b ei n g, s o b al a nc e d a n d c o m plete o n t he 
i ntelle ct u al, s pirit u al, m or al, s o ci al, artistic, a n d at hletic le vels. His 
me m or y will l o n g li ve o n i n t he he arts of t he p e o ple w h o met hi m at 
s o me p oi nt i n t heir li ves.” e fi n al testi m o n y c o mes fr o m o ne of m y 
S pirit a n c o nfrères fr o m R e u ni o n Isl a n d. O n le ar ni n g t he ne ws of his 
de at h, he wr ote, “ He w as a b e a utif ul s o ul. I visite d hi m e ver y v a c a-
ti o n. I i nter vie we d hi m m a n y ti mes. He h a d a w a y of b ei n g, as if he 
w as al w a ys a c c o m p a nie d. He w as m ore t h a n j ust his b o o ks.” 

Étie n ne Osty, C. S. S p.
C he villy, P aris.
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Tr a nsl ate d fr o m P ort u g uese 
by Je a n- Mic hel Gel metti, 
C. S. S p.

M aj o r a x e s  fo r M i s si o l o gic a l
M o d e l s a f t e r V a t i c a n I I:

R e r e a di n g S pi r i t a n m i s si o n  
f r o m  th e  Po r t u g u e s e  Pe r s p e c t i v e

I n t he missi o n ar y j o ur ne y of t he S pirit a ns, as i n t he w h ole 
C h urc h, m o dels of a cti o n a n d s elf- u n derst a n di n g h a ve v arie d 
a c c or di n g t o p olitic al, s o ci al, a n d c ult ur al circ u mst a nc es a n d, 
at t he s a me ti me, i n p er m a ne nt e x pressi o n of t he missi o n ar y 
t h o u g ht of t he C h urc h, i n i ne vit a ble re visi o n a n d re- el a b or a-
ti o n, i ns cri b e d i n t he o c c asi o n all y tr o u ble d r h yt h ms of hist or y. 

e s o ci al, c ult ur al, a n d e c clesi al rel ati o ns b et we e n E ur o p e a n d 
t he ot her c o nti ne nts als o re fle ct t hes e v ari ati o ns a n d de vel o p-
me nts. I n e a c h c o ncrete c as e, we c a n fi n d s p e ci fi c ele me nts 
t h at ne vert heless c orr o b or ate a c o m m o n pr o c ess of re ne w al of 
missi o n ar y t h o u g ht a n d t he e v a n g elizi n g a cti o n of t he C h urc h. 

e f oll o wi n g re fle cti o n will t a k e a c o ncrete c as e, t he missi o n 
of t he S pirit a n pr o vi nc e of P ort u g al, t o pres e nt a s eries of as-
p e cts c o m m o n t o t he e v ol uti o n i n missi ol o g y f oll o wi n g V atic a n 
II.

e e mer g e nc e of a ne w E ur o p e a n a n d w orl d or der i n 
t he s e c o n d h alf of t he t we ntiet h c e nt ur y, br o u g ht a b o ut pr o-
f o u n d c h a n g es (fr o m w hic h P ort u g al will o nl y b e ne fit m uc h 
l ater) t h at s a w t he birt h of a ne w t hi n ki n g a b o ut t he C h urc h, 
a b o ut t he pl a c e of e v a n g eliz ati o n, a n d a b o ut t he rel ati o ns hi p 
b et we e n t he C h urc h a n d t he w orl d. es e c h a n g es h a d i m-
me ns e c o ns e q ue nc es f or t he t he ol o g y of missi o n a n d f or a ne w 
or deri n g of t he pres e nc e of missi o n ar y i nstit utes i n t he w orl d, 
a n d, s p e cifi c all y, f or t h e S pirit a ns. Fr o m t his n e w m o d el ( or 
n e w m o d els), w h os e o utli n es h a v e b e e n d e v el o pi n g, g etti n g 
c o m pl e x  a n d m at uri n g, a n e w w a y e m er g e d f or missi o n ar y 
i nstit ut es’ t o b e pr es e nt i n t h e C h ur c h a n d i n s o ci et y.

e s elf- u n derst a n di n g of t he S pirit a ns als o f oll o ws 
t his tr aje ct or y a n d t he c o n versi o n t o t hes e ne w m o dels a n d t he 
u p d ati n g of S pirit a n life a n d missi o n w as m ar k e d b y a tr o u ble d 
a n d di visi ve re c e pti o n of t he C o u ncil, w hic h c o nti n ue d ye ars 
after t he C o u ncil e n de d. Wit h o ut prete n di n g t o re d uc e a n i m-
me as ur a ble we alt h of a c q uisiti o ns a n d re dis c o veries t o a q uic k 
a n d l a pi d ar y a n al ysis, it is p er h a ps p ossi ble t o o utli ne t he gre at 
a xes of t his ne w missi ol o gic al m o del.
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