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S pi r i t a n M i s si o n P o s t - C O V I D - 1 9 
a s H e a l i n g t h e W o r l d:  
A P o s si b l e F r  a m e w o r k

I N T R O D U C TI O N
S u m m o ne d b y t he Fat her i n t he S pirit of t he Di vi ne 

P h ysici a n, S pirit a ns are c alle d t o c o nti n ue t he he ali n g missi o n of 
C hrist, w h o i niti ate d t he e mer g e nc e of t he he ale d c o m m u nit y of 
p ers o ns c alle d t he Ki n g d o m of G o d ( M ar k 1: 1 5, cf. S pirit a n R ule 
of  Life ( SR L)  1, 11). 1  

F or t his h e ali n g missi o n t o d a y, S pirit a n missi o n i n t h e 
c o nt e m p or ar y w orl d fi n ds its elf i n t h e c o nt e xt of a gl o b al si c k-
n ess fr o m b ot h C O VI D- 1 9 a n d t h e f ar-r e a c hi n g i m p a cts 
t h er e of. B y n o m e a ns ar e w e u ni q u e i n fi n di n g o ur missi o n 
a mi dst C O VI D- 1 9, as its eff e cts h a v e b e e n f elt b y e v er y o n e, 
es p e ci all y b y t h e p o or a n d m ar gi n aliz e d. N o n et h el ess, as t h e 
i n c ar n ati o n r e q uir e d t h at, “t h e p h ysi ci a n of o ur s o uls a n d 
b o di es,” 2  u n d er g o a k e n osis a n d e nt er t h e s o ci o- hist ori c al 
c o nt e xt of First- c e nt ur y C E J u d e a ( cf. P hili p pi a ns 2: 7), 3  S pirit a n 
missi o n t o o m ust r efr a m e its elf t o fit o ur n e w s o ci o- hist ori c al 
c o nt e xt of C O VI D- 1 9.

E v er y e x p ositi o n o n t h e m e a ni n g of missi o n r e q uir es a 
met h o d ol o gic al fr a me w or k, i.e. a c ert ai n w a y of pres e nti n g a n d 
el a b or ati n g u p o n t he c o nte m p or ar y, missi o n al t as k. 4  O ne p os-
si ble fr a me w or k c o mes fr o m P o p e Fr a ncis, w h o b e g a n t o us e a 
p artic ul ar p hr as e a mi dst t his gl o b al a p ori a: He ali n g t he W orl d. 
W hile t his p hr as e h as b e e n t a k e n u p b y ot hers i n re c e nt d a ys, 
he us e d it t o des cri b e t he t as k of t he P ost- C O VI D C h urc h, 
es p e ci all y i n li g ht of C at h olic S o ci al Te a c hi n g, Tr a diti o n, a n d 

o u g ht.
e i de a of he ali n g wit hi n C hristi a n t h o u g ht is n ot 

ne w, as it h as a si g ni fi c a nt pl a c e i n t he hist or y of t he ol o g y a n d 
t he C h urc h M ot hers a n d Fat hers w or ks, as well as r o ots i n t he 
hist oric al Jes us. 5  us, it is, p er h a ps, w ort h w hile t o dis c uss 
‘ He ali n g t he W orl d’ a p ossi ble fr a me w or k f or c o nsi deri n g c o n-
te m p or ar y S pirit a n missi o n. I n or der t o e x pl ore t his p ossi bilit y, 
we s h all e x pl ore t hre e t hi n gs: w h y t he w orl d is sic k, he ali n g p er-
s p e cti ves i n S pirit a n missi o n, a n d p at h w a ys f or w ar d f or S pirit a n 
Missi o n as gl o b al he ali n g.
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F R A MI N G T H E C RI SI S: W H Y I S T H E W O R L D SI C K?
Pri or t o a n y dis c ussi o n a b o ut he ali n g a n y ail me nt, o ne m ust 

el a b or ate o n t he ill ness. H o we ver, i n t he c as e of t he w orl d, t here are, 
i n f a ct, s e ver al ail me nts fr o m w hic h t he w orl d is s u ff eri n g t h at h a ve 
b e e n m a d e m or e e vi d e nt. Of c o urs e, t h es e ail m e nts ar e n ot m er el y 
bi o- m e di c al, as h e alt h r ef ers t o t h e “ d y n a mi c st at e of w ell- b ei n g of t h e 
i n di vi d u al a n d s o ci et y,” wit h “ e m oti o n al, p h ysi c al, s o ci al, a n d 
s pirit u al ” as p e cts, es p e ci all y i n a bi bli c al u n d erst a n di n g t h er e of.6  
T h es e ail m e nts c a n g e n er all y b e di vi d e d i nt o fi v e c at e g ori es: ( 1) Ol d 
D y n a mi cs, N e w C o n diti o ns, ( 2) N e cr o p oliti cs, ( 3) I d e ol o g y a n d t h e 
P ost- Tr ut h Er a, ( 4) T h e C h ur c h, or t h e L a c k t h er e of, a n d ( 5) T h e 
I nt er c o n n e ct e d n ess of these  Pat h ol o gies.

Ol d D y n a mics, N e w C o n diti o ns. 
F or st arters, C O VI D- 1 9 is b y n o me a ns a n e vil e ntit y at-

te m pti n g t o deli b er atel y wi p e o ut h u m a nit y a n d r ui n its s o cieties. As 
Žiž e k writ es, “[ C O VI D- 1 9] is n ot a n e n e m y tr yi n g t o d estr o y us —it 
j ust s elf-r e pr o d u c es wit h a bli n d a ut o m atis m.”7  Si m pl y p ut, alt h o u g h 
res p o nsi ble f or m uc h of t he r a v a gi n g of t he w orl d (es p e ci all y f or t he 
p o or a n d m ar gi n aliz e d), t he C O VI D- 1 9 vir us its elf is n ot i ntr o d u ci n g 
a n y ne w d y n a mics. I nste a d, c o n diti o ns w hic h were alre a d y o p pres-
si ve re a c he d t heir critic al li mits d uri n g t he p a n de mic. I n t his s e ns e, 
w h at h as o c c urr e d is ol d d y n a mi cs b ei n g pl a c e d u n d er t h e str ess of 
n e w c o n diti o ns, 8  a m plif yi n g i n e q u aliti es, e x a c er b ati n g diff er e n c es i n 
t h e s o ci al d et er mi n a nts of h e alt h, a n d c o nti n ui n g t h e “ e x pl oit ati o n, 
e xtr a cti o n, a n d e x p a nsi o n ” alr e a d y r o ot e d i n t h e c o nt e m p or ar y w orl d 
s yste m.9  

N o net heless, t hes e ne w c o n diti o ns wit hi n ol d d y n a mics still 
cre ate a n i m me ns e a m o u nt of d a m a g e. It w as writte n fr o m t he P hili p-
pi nes t h at, “t he pr o ble m of p o vert y c o u ple d wit h t he he alt h crisis r os e 
t o a n i nter n ati o n al s c ale a n d h as b e c o me a n i m me di ate gl o b al c o n-
c er n, a ff e cti n g n ot merel y i n di vi d u als b ut e ntire n ati o ns,” p artic ul arl y 
d a m a gi n g p o or a n d m ar gi n aliz e d c o m m u nities. 1 0  Ta k e t he e x a m ple 
of re c e nt mi gr a nts fr o m Ve ne z uel a i n Tri ni d a d, s p e ci fi c all y t h os e 
w h o f o u n d w or k as l a b orers u n der i nf or m al a gre e me nts. S e ver al n o w 
str u g gle t o fi n d w or k d ue t o t he e c o n o mic i m p a ct of C O VI D- 1 9 w hile 
f a ci n g iss ues li k e o bt ai ni n g le g al st at us, w a g e t heft, et c. A n ot her p ar-
tic ul arl y v ul ner a ble gr o u p, L G B T Q + p ers o ns, s u ff er t he after- e ff e cts of 
C O VI D - 1 9 d ue t o pre vi o usl y e xisti n g c o n diti o ns of dis cri mi n ati o n.1 1  
W orl d re p orts s u g g est t h at h alf a billi o n p e o ple w orl d wi de will f all 
b el o w t he p o vert y li ne b e c a us e of C O VI D- 1 9; t his p artic ul arl y a ff e cts 

w o me n. 1 2   N u mer o us pre- e xisti n g f a ct ors (e. g. he alt hc are c a p a cit y, 
s o ci al s er vic es, e c ol o g y, et c.) are le a di n g t o v ari o us le vels of de at h a n d 
e c o n o mic d a m a g e t o c o u ntries.1 3  is is n ot t o e ve n me nti o n t he l o n g-
ter m e ff e cts t h at h a ve o c c urre d a n d will c o nti n ue t o o c c ur i n t he e ver-
wi de ni n g g a p i n e d uc ati o n al o ut c o mes b et we e n t he ric h a n d p o or.

W h at h as b e e n u ni q ue t o C O VI D- 1 9, e ve n if u ns p o k e n, is 
t he u n derst a n di n g of its rel ati o ns hi p t o e c ol o gic al iss ues.1 4  At t he 
e c o n o mic le vel, it is ir o nic t h at we are c o m p elle d t o p artici p ate i n a n 
e c ol o gic all y u ns ust ai n a ble, c o ns u m pti o n- b as e d e c o n o m y, disr u pte d 
d uri n g l o c k d o w ns, t o e ns ure t he e c o n o mic s ur vi v al of ot hers. 1 5  
F urt her, gi ve n t he w a y t h at i n d ustri al f o o d pr o d ucti o n is m o vi n g t o 
s atisf y gl o b al de m a n ds ( p artic ul arl y f or me at) a n d t he r ate of def or-
est ati o n ( p artic ul arl y i n t he A m a z o n), m a n y m ore vir us es will a p p e ar 
a n d/ or b e a ble t o i nfe ct h u m a ns c a usi n g a n u n pre dict a ble a m o u nt 
of wre c k a g e. W h at is m ore s h o c ki n g is t h at t hes e c o n diti o ns are n ot 
u nf ores e e n. 1 6  H o we ver, v ari o us dis e as es t h at s er ve d as pre c urs ors i n 
t he p ast si m pl y di d n ot cre ate a s u ffi cie ntl y s e vere e c o n o mic i m p a ct 
t o g ar ner atte nti o n. I n de e d, “ dis e as es m a k e hist or y, b ut o nl y as e pi de-
mi ol o gic al ve ct ors b o u n d t o c o m merc e a n d e m pire.” 1 7  

N ec r o p olitics . 
S e c o n dl y, p oliti c al a g e n c y i n t h e w orl d t o d a y tr a gi c all y “r e-

si des i n t he p o wer a n d c a p a cit y t o dict ate w h o is a ble t o li ve a n d w h o 
m ust die … To b e s o verei g n is t o e xert o ne’s c o ntr ol o ver m ort alit y 
a n d t o de fi ne life as t he de pl o y me nt a n d m a nifest ati o n of p o wer.” 1 8  
Wit hi n t he crisis of C O VI D- 1 9, w h o s ur vi ves a n d w h o s u ff ers a n d 
dies, es p e ci all y i n t he l o n g r u n, is m a de b y t h os e wit h s o verei g nt y i n 
t he s o ciet y (i.e. t h os e wit h we alt h a n d p o wer), w h o are i ncre asi n gl y 
alie n ate d fr o m t he rest of s o ciet y. 1 9  os e wit h o ut s o verei g nt y are 
si m pl y left t o t he w hi ms of t he Pa n de mic a n d its after e ff e cts. Ta k e, 
f or e x a m ple, t he A meric a n c o nte xt, w here Bl a c k, L ati n x, a n d I n di g-
e n o us c o m m u nities ofte n s u ff ere d fr o m w ors e C O VI D- 1 9 o ut c o mes 
t h a n t heir w hite c o u nter p arts, a n d f a c e i ne q uit a ble v a c ci ne distri b u-
ti o n.2 0  is is dire ctl y li n k e d t o c e nt uries of r a cis m, w here b y w hites 
i n p o wer h a ve trie d t o h a ve c o ntr ol of t he li ves of p ers o ns of c ol or, 
t hr o u g h le g al a n d vi ole nt me as ures.2 1  One c a n als o l o o k at S o ut h Af-
ric a, w here m a n y p e o ple h a d t o c h o os e b et we e n de at h fr o m C O VI D 
or fr o m st ar v ati o n. I n ot her w or ds, u nli k e t he we alt h y a n d p o werf ul, 
t he y h a d n o a g e nc y o ver t heir o w n life a n d de at h.

U n a ble t o fi n d a g e nc y b y ot her me a ns, t h os e w h o li ve wit h-
o ut si g ni fi c a nt s o verei g nt y (i.e. t he p o or a n d m ar gi n aliz e d) m ust 

H alf a  
billi o n pe o ple 
w orl d wi de 
will f all bel o w 
t he p o verty 
li ne bec a use  
of C O VI D- 1 9

“ e fe ar  
of de at h  
c o m pr o mises 
o ur a bility t o 
l o ve e ac h ot her 
f ully, dee ply, 
a n d  
s acri fici ally.”
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str u g gle t o fi n d w or k d ue t o t he e c o n o mic i m p a ct of C O VI D- 1 9 w hile 
f a ci n g iss ues li k e o bt ai ni n g le g al st at us, w a g e t heft, et c. A n ot her p ar-
tic ul arl y v ul ner a ble gr o u p, L G B T Q + p ers o ns, s u ff er t he after- e ff e cts of 
C O VI D - 1 9 d ue t o pre vi o usl y e xisti n g c o n diti o ns of dis cri mi n ati o n.1 1  
W orl d re p orts s u g g est t h at h alf a billi o n p e o ple w orl d wi de will f all 
b el o w t he p o vert y li ne b e c a us e of C O VI D- 1 9; t his p artic ul arl y a ff e cts 

w o me n. 1 2   N u mer o us pre- e xisti n g f a ct ors (e. g. he alt hc are c a p a cit y, 
s o ci al s er vic es, e c ol o g y, et c.) are le a di n g t o v ari o us le vels of de at h a n d 
e c o n o mic d a m a g e t o c o u ntries.1 3  is is n ot t o e ve n me nti o n t he l o n g-
ter m e ff e cts t h at h a ve o c c urre d a n d will c o nti n ue t o o c c ur i n t he e ver-
wi de ni n g g a p i n e d uc ati o n al o ut c o mes b et we e n t he ric h a n d p o or.

W h at h as b e e n u ni q ue t o C O VI D- 1 9, e ve n if u ns p o k e n, is 
t he u n derst a n di n g of its rel ati o ns hi p t o e c ol o gic al iss ues.1 4  At t he 
e c o n o mic le vel, it is ir o nic t h at we are c o m p elle d t o p artici p ate i n a n 
e c ol o gic all y u ns ust ai n a ble, c o ns u m pti o n- b as e d e c o n o m y, disr u pte d 
d uri n g l o c k d o w ns, t o e ns ure t he e c o n o mic s ur vi v al of ot hers. 1 5  
F urt her, gi ve n t he w a y t h at i n d ustri al f o o d pr o d u cti o n is m o vi n g t o 
s atisf y gl o b al de m a n ds ( p artic ul arl y f or me at) a n d t he r ate of def or-
est ati o n ( p artic ul arl y i n t he A m a z o n), m a n y m ore vir us es will a p p e ar 
a n d/ or b e a ble t o i nf e ct h u m a ns c a usi n g a n u n pre dict a ble a m o u nt 
of wre c k a g e. W h at is m ore s h o c ki n g is t h at t hes e c o n diti o ns are n ot 
u nf ores e e n. 1 6  H o we ver, v ari o us dis e as es t h at s er ve d as pre c urs ors i n 
t he p ast si m pl y di d n ot cre ate a s u ffi cie ntl y s e vere e c o n o mic i m p a ct 
t o g ar ner atte nti o n. I n de e d, “ dis e as es m a k e hist or y, b ut o nl y as e pi de-
mi ol o gic al ve ct ors b o u n d t o c o m merc e a n d e m pire.” 1 7  

N ec r o p olitics . 
S e c o n dl y, p oliti c al a g e n c y i n t h e w orl d t o d a y tr a gi c all y “r e-

si des i n t he p o wer a n d c a p a cit y t o dict ate w h o is a ble t o li ve a n d w h o 
m ust die … To b e s o verei g n is t o e xert o ne’s c o ntr ol o ver m ort alit y 
a n d t o de fi ne lif e as t he de pl o y me nt a n d m a nif est ati o n of p o wer.” 1 8  
Wit hi n t he crisis of C O VI D- 1 9, w h o s ur vi ves a n d w h o s u ff ers a n d 
dies, es p e ci all y i n t he l o n g r u n, is m a de b y t h os e wit h s o verei g nt y i n 
t he s o ciet y (i.e. t h os e wit h we alt h a n d p o wer), w h o are i ncre asi n gl y 
alie n ate d fr o m t he rest of s o ciet y. 1 9  os e wit h o ut s o verei g nt y are 
si m pl y left t o t he w hi ms of t he Pa n de mic a n d its after e ff e cts. Ta k e, 
f or e x a m ple, t he A meric a n c o nte xt, w here Bl a c k, L ati n x, a n d I n di g-
e n o us c o m m u nities ofte n s u ff ere d fr o m w ors e C O VI D- 1 9 o ut c o mes 
t h a n t heir w hite c o u nter p arts, a n d f a c e i ne q uit a ble v a c ci ne distri b u-
ti o n.2 0  is is dire ctl y li n k e d t o c e nt uries of r a cis m, w here b y w hites 
i n p o wer h a ve trie d t o h a ve c o ntr ol of t he li ves of p ers o ns of c ol or, 
t hr o u g h le g al a n d vi ole nt me as ures.2 1  One c a n als o l o o k at S o ut h Af-
ric a, w here m a n y p e o ple h a d t o c h o os e b et we e n de at h fr o m C O VI D 
or fr o m st ar v ati o n. I n ot her w or ds, u nli k e t he we alt h y a n d p o werf ul, 
t he y h a d n o a g e nc y o ver t heir o w n lif e a n d de at h.

U n a ble t o fi n d a g e nc y b y ot her me a ns, t h os e w h o li ve wit h-
o ut si g ni fi c a nt s o verei g nt y (i.e. t he p o or a n d m ar gi n aliz e d) m ust 
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eit h er u p h ol d, “t h e w or k of d e at h ” or s uff er fr o m a st at e of f e ar of t h e 
O t her.2 2  I n  t his,  “t h e  f e ar  of  d e at h  c o m pr o mis es  o ur  a bilit y  t o  l o v e  
e a c h ot h er  f ull y,  d e e pl y,  a n d  s a crifi ci all y ,”  a n d  e n c o ur a g es  t h e  
d e v el o p m e nt of f or ms of ps y c h ol o gi c al a n a est h esi a. 2 3

eref ore, it is i ncre asi n gl y t he c as e t h at t he a c hie ve me nt 
of s u bje cti vit y i n ne cr o p olitic al fr a me w or ks st a n ds c o ntr ar y t o t he 
G os p el, de m o nstr ati n g t h at m a n y s o cieties t o d a y are i n t he pr o c ess 
of l osi n g t he n oti o n t h at all h u m a n life a n d all li vi n g t hi n gs are gifts 
t h at c o me fr o m t he L or d ( R o m a ns 6: 2 3). Gr a nte d, it is t he s a me L or d, 
w h o b y virt ue of t he cr uci fi xi o n, s u ff ere d u n der t he Ne cr o p olitics of 
t he R o m a n E m pire ( J o h n 19).

I d e ol o g y a n d t h e P ost- Tr ut h E r a . 
ir dly, e ver y s o ciet y h as us e d or c urre ntl y is usi n g a v ariet y 

of i de ol o gies t o j ustif y its e xisti n g c o n diti o ns, es p e ci all y its i ne q u alities 
a n d  str u ct ures.2 4  In cre ati n g a pre-i nter prete d vie w of t he w orl d, t hes e 
i d e ol o gi es ar e n ot as o b vi o us as t h e y mi g ht s e e m. T h e y oft e n bl e n d 
i nt o t h e v er y L e be ns welt of a gi v e n s o ci et y a n d, t h us, p ass wit h o ut 
criti cis m ( e. g. in differe nce  an d  ra dical  in di vi d ualis m). 2 5  Ta k e, f or 
e x a m pl e, h o w t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n s ci e n c e a n d d e v el o p m e nt alis m 
g o es h a n d-i n- h a n d. W h e n criti c all y e x a mi n e d, it b e c o m es cl e ar t h at 
t h e l o gi c d e- pl o y e d is h e a vil y b as e d i n a c ol o ni al, milit aristi c, a n d/ or 
s e xist attit u d e, whic h  pr o ble matizes that  whic h  is no n- E ur o- A merica n 
an d  no n- male  (i. e. w o m e n, p ers o ns i n d e v el o pi n g n ati o ns, a n d t h e 
e n vir o n m e nt). 2 6  

T h e m ost e vi d e nt i d e ol o g y of t h e w orl d t o d a y is gl o b aliz ati o n, 
b y w hi c h, “t h e g o d of fr e e m ar k et c a pit alis m … pr o p a g at es a ‘s ot eri ol-
o g y’ of ‘s a vi n g’ t h e w orl d t hr o u g h cr e ati o n of u n d u e w e alt h a n d pr os-
p erit y.” 2 7  O n t h e ot h er h a n d, o n e c a n n ot i g n or e t h e ris e of “ n ati vist ” 
a n d “ n ati o n alisti c ” i d e ol o gi es ( es p e ci all y w h e n ti e d t o i n e g alit ari a n-
is m), w hi c h b y virt u e of cr e ati n g, “ gr a n d m yt h ol o gi c al s c h e m as,” l e a ds 
t o a j ustifi c ati o n of ri g hts b as e d i n n ati o n alit y or et h ni cit y.2 8  No net he -
l ess, i n t h e mi dst of C O VI D- 1 9, t h e r e a c h of i d e ol o g y h as w ors e n e d 
as, “ a v ast e pi d e mi c of i d e ol o gi c al vir us es w hi c h w er e l yi n g d or m a nt 
i n o ur s o ci eti es: f a k e n e ws, p ar a n oi a c c o ns pir a c y t h e ori es, e x pl osi o ns 
of r a cis m,” h a v e e x pl o d e d. 2 9  

E v e n w h e n o n e h as t h e a bilit y t o d e c o nstr u ct a n i d e ol o g y, w e 
h a v e r e a c h e d a w orl d w h er e tr ut h its elf is c h all e n g e d w h e n it d o es n ot 
att u n e t o o n e’s as cri b e d i d e ol o g y ( e. g. cli m at e c h a n g e). I n t h e l o n g 
r u n, h o w e v er, t o dis c uss t h e p ost-tr ut h c h ar a ct er of o ur p ost m o d er n 
er a (s e p ar at e fr o m ‘ p ost m o d er nis m’ as a p hil os o p hi c al m o v e m e nt) still 
f ails t o u n d erst a n d w h o is t h x a ct vi cti m of t his v a c u u m of 

tr ut h. I n de e d, “[t] o s p e a k of t he ‘ p ost m o der n w orl d’ is a s u p er fi ci al 
res p o ns e, a n d of little hel p,”3 0  as, “t he p o or,” re m ai n, “t he b e arers of 
tr ut h,” s u ff eri n g at t he re c ei vi n g e n d of t he res ults of s uc h i de ol o gies.3 1

e C h u rc h, o r t h e L ac k e r e of.
F o urt hl y, w hile t he p a n de mic h as p os e d e xiste nti al a n d reli-

gi o us q uesti o ns, t he C h urc h is pr o vi n g its elf t o b e a ve hicle of b ot h 
h o p e a n d d a n g er. W hile s er vi n g as a me a ns f or c o pi n g wit h t he e ff e cts 
of t he p a n de mic, pr o vi di n g m ateri al assist a nc e t o t h os e i n ne e d, a n d 
diss e mi n ati n g i m p ort a nt p u blic he alt h i nf or m ati o n, t here h a ve als o 
b e e n o c c asi o ns w here t he C h urc h h as b e e n a, “tr a n q uiliz er i n t he 
w h ol e m e di c al r es p o ns e,” t o C O VI D- 1 9, as o n e U g a n d a n pr of es-
s or p ut it.3 2  T h e n e gli g e n c e b y s o m e r eli gi o us l e a d ers c a us e d o n e 
p h ar m a c y pr ofess or, alt h o u g h s p e a ki n g i n t he Pa kist a ni c o nte xt, t o 
s a y q uite a pr of o u n d tr ut h: “t he cler g y ne e ds t o … c o n vi nc e t he p u blic 
t o k e e p t he f ait h n ot t he g er ms.”3 3  While p art of t his ste ms fr o m a n 
attit u de of cleric alis m, w here hier arc hic al a n d reli gi o us m atters t a k e 
pre c e de nc e, t he e ff e cts are still felt b y t he br o a der p o p ul a c e.

O n t he ot her h a n d, t he C h urc h is i n de cli ne, a bs e nt, or irrele-
v a nt i n s o me p arts of t he w orl d. W hile t here is v ar yi n g d at a s urr o u n d-
i n g reli gi osit y d uri n g C O VI D- 19, 3 4  there are als o s eri o us c o nc er ns 
a b o ut t he a c c eler ati o n of reli gi o us dis a ffili ati o n. 3 5  While s ol uti o ns h a ve 
b e e n pr o p os e d ( n ot a bl y a rel ati o ns hi p- b as e d m o del of reli gi o us le a der-
s hi p),3 6  en a cti n g s u c h m o dels pr o ves di ffi c ult e ve n u n der c o n diti o ns 
w here it is p ossi ble (i.e. u n der n o n-l o c k d o w n c o n diti o ns). N o net heless, 
e v e n if C hristi a nit y is its elf p o p ul ar i n a gi v e n s o ci et y, t his d o es n ot 
n e c ess ar il y m e a n t h at t h e G os p el is pr e a c h e d a n d li v e d.3 7

e I nt e rc o n n ect e d n ess of t h es e P at h ol o gi es. 
L astl y , u ns ur prisi n gly, all t he iss ues liste d a b o ve i nter a ct wit h 

o ne a n ot her, rei nf orci n g a n d c o ntri b uti n g t o t he p er p et u ati o n of t he 
sic k ness  of the  worl d. 3 8  Ir o nic ally, it is, p er h a ps, o ur c o n ne cte d w orl d, 
s o met hi n g p erc ei ve d s o ofte n as g o o d i n its elf, t h at le a ds t o a l o c al di-
s aster tri g g eri n g a gl o b al c at astr o p he.3 9  In t he s a me m a n ner, it is ir o nic 
t h at t he s e p ar ati o n f or t he s a k e of p u blic he alt h (e. g. s o ci al dist a nc-
i n g, q u ar a nti ni n g, et c.) h as b e c o me p art of t he s oli d arit y ne c ess ar y t o 
re d uc e t he s pre a d of C O VI D.4 0

W hile si g ns of h o p e e xist o n t he h oriz o n (e. g. C O V A X), 4 1  o ne 
c a n n ot de n y t he w orl d’s sic k ness. N o net heless, o ur a bilit y t o re c o g-
niz e t he s u ff eri n g of t he w orl d s h o ul d n ot o ver w hel m a n d p ar al y z e 
us, m a ki n g a c olle cti ve res p o ns e i m p ossi ble. I n ot her w or ds, we fi n d 

M att h e w Br o er e n, C. S. S p.
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eit h er u p h ol d, “t h e w or k of d e at h ” or s uff er fr o m a st at e of f e ar of t h e 
O t her.2 2  I n  t his,  “t h e  f e ar  of  d e at h  c o m pr o mis es  o ur  a bilit y  t o  l o v e  
e a c h ot h er  f ull y,  d e e pl y,  a n d  s a crifi ci all y ,”  a n d  e n c o ur a g es  t h e  
d e v el o p m e nt of f or ms of ps y c h ol o gi c al a n a est h esi a. 2 3

eref ore, it is i ncre asi n gl y t he c as e t h at t he a c hie ve me nt 
of s u bje cti vit y i n ne cr o p olitic al fr a me w or ks st a n ds c o ntr ar y t o t he 
G os p el, de m o nstr ati n g t h at m a n y s o cieties t o d a y are i n t he pr o c ess 
of l osi n g t he n oti o n t h at all h u m a n life a n d all li vi n g t hi n gs are gifts 
t h at c o me fr o m t he L or d ( R o m a ns 6: 2 3). Gr a nte d, it is t he s a me L or d, 
w h o b y virt ue of t he cr u ci fi xi o n, s u ff ere d u n der t he Ne cr o p olitics of 
t he R o m a n E m pire ( J o h n 19).

I d e ol o g y a n d t h e P ost- Tr ut h E r a . 
ir dly, e ver y s o ciet y h as us e d or c urre ntl y is usi n g a v ariet y 

of i de ol o gies t o j ustif y its e xisti n g c o n diti o ns, es p e ci all y its i ne q u alities 
a n d  str u ct ures.2 4  In cre ati n g a pre-i nter prete d vie w of t he w orl d, t hes e 
i d e ol o gi es ar e n ot as o b vi o us as t h e y mi g ht s e e m. T h e y oft e n bl e n d 
i nt o t h e v er y L e be ns welt of a gi v e n s o ci et y a n d, t h us, p ass wit h o ut 
criti cis m ( e. g. in differe nce  an d  ra dical  in di vi d ualis m). 2 5  Ta k e, f or 
e x a m pl e, h o w t h e r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n s ci e n c e a n d d e v el o p m e nt alis m 
g o es h a n d-i n- h a n d. W h e n criti c all y e x a mi n e d, it b e c o m es cl e ar t h at 
t h e l o gi c d e- pl o y e d is h e a vil y b as e d i n a c ol o ni al, milit aristi c, a n d/ or 
s e xist attit u d e, whic h  pr o ble matizes that  whic h  is no n- E ur o- A merica n 
an d  no n- male  (i. e. w o m e n, p ers o ns i n d e v el o pi n g n ati o ns, a n d t h e 
e n vir o n m e nt). 2 6  

T h e m ost e vi d e nt i d e ol o g y of t h e w orl d t o d a y is gl o b aliz ati o n, 
b y w hi c h, “t h e g o d of fr e e m ar k et c a pit alis m … pr o p a g at es a ‘s ot eri ol-
o g y’ of ‘s a vi n g’ t h e w orl d t hr o u g h cr e ati o n of u n d u e w e alt h a n d pr os-
p erit y.” 2 7  O n t h e ot h er h a n d, o n e c a n n ot i g n or e t h e ris e of “ n ati vist ” 
a n d “ n ati o n alisti c ” i d e ol o gi es ( es p e ci all y w h e n ti e d t o i n e g alit ari a n-
is m), w hi c h b y virt u e of cr e ati n g, “ gr a n d m yt h ol o gi c al s c h e m as,” l e a ds 
t o a j ustifi c ati o n of ri g hts b as e d i n n ati o n alit y or et h ni cit y.2 8  No net he -
l ess, i n t h e mi dst of C O VI D- 1 9, t h e r e a c h of i d e ol o g y h as w ors e n e d 
as, “ a v ast e pi d e mi c of i d e ol o gi c al vir us es w hi c h w er e l yi n g d or m a nt 
i n o ur s o ci eti es: f a k e n e ws, p ar a n oi a c c o ns pir a c y t h e ori es, e x pl osi o ns 
of r a cis m,” h a v e e x pl o d e d. 2 9  

E v e n w h e n o n e h as t h e a bilit y t o d e c o nstr u ct a n i d e ol o g y, w e 
h a v e r e a c h e d a w orl d w h er e tr ut h its elf is c h all e n g e d w h e n it d o es n ot 
att u n e t o o n e’s as cri b e d i d e ol o g y ( e. g. cli m at e c h a n g e). I n t h e l o n g 
r u n, h o w e v er, t o dis c uss t h e p ost-tr ut h c h ar a ct er of o ur p ost m o d er n 
er a (s e p ar at e fr o m ‘ p ost m o d er nis m’ as a p hil os o p hi c al m o v e m e nt) still 
f ails t o u n d erst a n d w h o is t h x a ct vi cti m of t his v a c u u m of 

tr ut h. I n de e d, “[t] o s p e a k of t he ‘ p ost m o der n w orl d’ is a s u p er fi ci al 
res p o ns e, a n d of little hel p,”3 0  as, “t he p o or,” re m ai n, “t he b e arers of 
tr ut h,” s u ff eri n g at t he re c ei vi n g e n d of t he res ults of s u c h i de ol o gies.3 1

e C h u rc h, o r t h e L a c k e r e of.
F o urt hl y, w hile t he p a n de mic h as p os e d e xiste nti al a n d reli-

gi o us q uesti o ns, t he C h urc h is pr o vi n g its elf t o b e a ve hicle of b ot h 
h o p e a n d d a n g er. W hile s er vi n g as a me a ns f or c o pi n g wit h t he e ff e cts 
of t he p a n de mic, pr o vi di n g m ateri al assist a nc e t o t h os e i n ne e d, a n d 
diss e mi n ati n g i m p ort a nt p u blic he alt h i nf or m ati o n, t here h a ve als o 
b e e n o c c asi o ns w here t he C h urc h h as b e e n a, “tr a n q uiliz er i n t he 
w h ol e m e di c al r es p o ns e,” t o C O VI D- 1 9, as o n e U g a n d a n pr of es-
s or p ut it.3 2  T h e n e gli g e n c e b y s o m e r eli gi o us l e a d ers c a us e d o n e 
p h ar m a c y pr of ess or, alt h o u g h s p e a ki n g i n t he Pa kist a ni c o nte xt, t o 
s a y q uite a pr of o u n d tr ut h: “t he cler g y ne e ds t o … c o n vi nc e t he p u blic 
t o k e e p t he f ait h n ot t he g er ms.”3 3  While p art of t his ste ms fr o m a n 
attit u de of cleric alis m, w here hier arc hic al a n d reli gi o us m atters t a k e 
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O n t he ot her h a n d, t he C h urc h is i n de cli ne, a bs e nt, or irrele-
v a nt i n s o me p arts of t he w orl d. W hile t here is v ar yi n g d at a s urr o u n d-
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a b o ut t he a c c eler ati o n of reli gi o us dis a ffili ati o n. 3 5  While s ol uti o ns h a ve 
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e I nt e rc o n n ect e d n ess of t h es e P at h ol o gi es. 
L astl y , u ns ur prisi n gly, all t he iss ues liste d a b o ve i nter a ct wit h 

o ne a n ot her, rei nf orci n g a n d c o ntri b uti n g t o t he p er p et u ati o n of t he 
sic k ness  of the  worl d. 3 8  Ir o nic ally, it is, p er h a ps, o ur c o n ne cte d w orl d, 
s o met hi n g p erc ei ve d s o ofte n as g o o d i n its elf, t h at le a ds t o a l o c al di-
s aster tri g g eri n g a gl o b al c at astr o p he.3 9  In t he s a me m a n ner, it is ir o nic 
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re d u c e t he s pre a d of C O VI D.4 0

W hile si g ns of h o p e e xist o n t he h oriz o n (e. g. C O V A X), 4 1  o ne 
c a n n ot de n y t he w orl d’s sic k ness. N o net heless, o ur a bilit y t o re c o g-
niz e t he s u ff eri n g of t he w orl d s h o ul d n ot o ver w hel m a n d p ar al y z e 
us, m a ki n g a c olle cti ve res p o ns e i m p ossi ble. I n ot her w or ds, we fi n d 
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o urs el ves at a critic al missi o n al p oi nt, w here b y t he c o nte xt i n w hic h 
o ur missi o n o c c urs de m a n ds a res p o ns e. To pr o c e e d, we m ust a d mit 
t wo t hi n gs: t he w orl d is sic k a n d, des pite t his, we m ust g o o n li v-
i n g. B et wi xt t hes e t w o p oi nts, we fi n d o urs el ves li k e t he Isr a elites i n 
e xile, w here, sitti n g b y t he ri vers of B a b yl o n, we are s h o c ki n gl y a w are 
of o ur iss ues a n d yet s o me w h at u n a ble t o m o ve f or w ar d ( Ps al m 1 3 7). 

eref ore, we m ust b e gi n t o c o nte m pl ate a m o d us  oper a n di  of he ali n g 
w here b y t he p at h b a c k t o Jer us ale m c a n b e dis c er ne d, s o t h at we c a n 
si n g t he s o n g of t he L or d o nc e m ore. 

S PI RI T A N  MI S SI O N A ND  HE A LI N G:  PE R S P E C TI V E S
U ns ur prisi n gl y, o ur m o d us o p er a n di  as S pirit a ns is missi o n 

( SR L 2).  H o we ver, its e x a ct a bilit y t o res p o n d t o t he sic k ness of t he 
c o nte m p or ar y w orl d is u nc ert ai n. us, it is ne c ess ar y t o de vel o p a 
p ers p e cti ve w hic h s h o ws h o w S pirit a n missi o n is rel ate d t o t he i de a 
of he ali n g its elf. G e ner all y, he ali n g is a missi o n ar y a ct, r o ote d i n 
t he wit ness t o a n d pr o cl a m ati o n of t he Ki n g d o m of G o d b y Jes us 
Hi ms elf. 4 2 It is t his s a me he ali n g L or d w h o e ntere d i nt o t he s o ci o-
hist oric al c o nte xt of a ncie nt Isr a el t o i niti ate t he Ki n g d o m, re de e m 
t he e ntiret y of h u m a nit y, a n d b e gi n t he he ali n g of t he w orl d ( R o-
m a ns 1: 3). “[I] n vite d t o wit ness,” C hrist’ s o w n i nc ar n ati o n,4 3  i.e. 
t a ki n g it as o ur n or m a n or m a ns n o n n or m at a , C hrist c alls us t o e nter 
i nt o a p artic ul ar s o ci o- hist oric al c o nte xt a n d pr o cl ai m t he Ki n g d o m, 
t he o n- g oi n g he ali n g of t he w orl d b e g u n i n C hrist. us, t he b e gi n-
ni n g of all S pirit a n missi o n ar y a cti vit y is a n i nc ar n ati o n, a k e n osis 
of s orts, b y w hic h we fi n d t he me a ni n g of o ur cre ate d b ei n g a n d 
p ur p os e wit hi n hist or y (i. e. c h aris m) ( S R L 1 6). 4 4  
 T his k e n osis  all o ws us t o b e c o m e f ull y a p art of a w o u n d e d 
c o m m u nit y a n d j oi n t h e p e o pl e w e s er v e t o j o ur n e y t hr o u g h lif e, 
w hi c h c a n n ot b e r e pr o d u c e d i n s e c ul ar i d e ol o gi es ( cf. S R L 1 5, 1 6. 1, 
1 P et er 2: 2 4). 4 5  Of c o urs e, d es pit e o ur ke n osis , t h e pr o c ess of h e ali n g 
is n ot o urs ( cf. D e ut er o n o m y 3 2: 3 9). I nst e a d, as t h e S pirit, “is t h e 
missi o n str at e gist,” t h at, “ pr e c e d es us,” 4 6  h e ali n g is r e v e al e d t hr o u g h 
t h e S pirit’s pr es e n c e i n t h e c o m m u nit y a n d wit hi n t h e c o m m u nit y’s 
c o n cr et e pil gri m a g e of f ait h ( cf. G al ati a ns 5: 2 5). 4 7  F urt h er, as wit h 
Li b er m a n n’s ps y c h o-s pirit u al a p pr o a c h i n s pirit u al dir e cti o n, t h e 
a p pli e d h e ali n g is p arti c ul ar, r e q uiri n g s p e cifi c r e m e di es r at h er t h a n 
br o a d str o k e mir a cl e c ur es. 4 8  T h er ef or e, e n g a gi n g i n a t he o pr a xis,4 9  
t h e S pirit a n h e ali n g missi o n pr o c e e ds as a c o m m o n j o ur n e y of a 
p e o pl e t o f oll o w t h e lif e- gi vi n g p at h of t h e Di vi n e P h ysi ci a n, w h o 
b e c k o ns us t o p arti ci p at e i n t h e o n- g oi n g cr e ati o n of a h e al e d w orl d 

i n t he H ol y S pirit ( J o h n 1 4: 6, cf. E p hesi a ns 2: 2 2).5 0

It is wit hi n t his he ali n g (a n d li b er ati n g) e x p erie nc e of t he 
S pirit t h at a he ali n g s elf- cre ati o n t a k es pl a c e ( J o h n 6: 6 3), 5 1  gai ni n g  
critic al i m p ort a nc e i n a w orl d w here t he sic k ness t here of ofte n t ur ns 
o ne a w a y fr o m s u c h. I n S pirit a n ter ms, we c all t his i ntegr al liber ati o n  
( S RL 1 4), w hic h s u m m ariz es Li b er m a n n’ s d o ctri ne.5 2  Inte gr al  li b er a-
ti o n, of c o urs e, pres u p p os es t hre e t hi n gs: ( 1) t he prefere nti al o pti o n f or 
t he p o or, ( 2) i de ol ocl as m, a n d ( 3) its integr al  na t ure.
  Firs t,t i nte gr al li b er ati o n pr es u p p os es a pr ef er e nti al o pti o n f or 
t he p o or, w h o are t he r ais o n d’être of t he c o n gre g ati o n ( L u k e 4: 18, 
S R L  4).5 3  is is p artic ul arl y rele v a nt f or o ur c o nte m p or ar y w orl d, as, 
“ m ost ofte n, dis e as es t he ms el ves m a k e a prefere nti al o pti o n f or t he 
p o or,” ( b arri n g s o me e xc e pti o ns, e. g. g o ut hist oric all y w as t he dis e as e 
of E ur o p e a n ki n gs). 5 4  In o ne s e ns e, S pirit a ns si nc e t heir f o u n d ati o ns 
h a ve b e e n a w are of t his, as D es Pl a c es hi ms elf die d after L e Gr a n d 
Hi ver w hic h c a us e d a “ we a k e ne d st ate of p u blic he alt h,” t he gre atest 
victi ms of w hic h were t he p o or w h o s uc c u m b e d t o a v ariet y of ill-
ness es .5 5  N o net heless, f oll o wi n g fr o m t he S pirit’s re vel ati o n of he ali n g 
i n t he c o m m u nit y, a n y he ali n g ass o ci ate d wit h a prefere nti al o pti o n 
f or t he p o or m ust b e t he w or k fr o m a n d/or  of  the p o or, r at her t h a n f or 
a n d/ or t o w ar ds t h e p o or. 5 6  
  Seco n d,  i nt e gr al li b er ati o n pr es u p p os es a c ert ai n  i d e ol o cl as m , 
i.e. a de c o nstr ucti o n of i de ol o g y as s uc h, es p e ci all y t h os e w hic h 
w o ul d b e o p pressi ve or ot her wis e i ne g alit ari a n. P oi nti n g pri nci p all y 
t o w ar ds e x p erie nc e, Li b er m a n n hi ms elf w as q uite i de ol o cl astic. O ne 
o nl y h as t o l o o k at his h ars h criti q ue of, “t h at mi d dle- cl ass arist o c-
r a c y,” t h at w as, “ref usi n g … a n y s e m bl a nc e of j ustic e a n d s we e pi n g 
asi de t he i nterests of t he p o or,” d uri n g t he Paris R e v ol uti o n of 1 8 4 8. 5 7  

us, o ur missi o n al he ali n g, fr o m t his p ers p e cti ve, als o h as t he t as k 
of u n m as ki n g t he w o u n d c o vere d u p b y i de ol o g y (cf. M att he w 1 0: 2 6, 
L u k e 8: 1 7). 

T hir d, i nt e gr al li b er ati o n pr es u p p os es its o w n i nt e gr al 
n a tur e .5 8  T h at is, it s u p p os es a h olisti c tr a nsf or m ati o n of r e alit y, 
all o w-i n g f or t h e li b er ati o n of b ot h t h e o p pr ess e d a n d t h e o p pr ess or. 5 9  
I n or d er t o c o m pl et e s u c h tr a nsf or m ati o n, i nt e gr al li b er ati o n all o ws 
f or t h e e m er g e n c e of a n e w r e alit y, o v er c o mi n g t h e pr e vi o us 
pr o bl e m ati c d y n a mi cs a n d cr e ati n g a n e w s et of s o ci al, p ers o n al, a n d 
e c ol o gi c al d y n a mi cs u n d er t h e i ns pir ati o n of t h e H ol y S pirit 
( R o m a ns 8: 1 9- 2 5).6 0  I n d e e d, o n e m ust al w a ys, “fi n d t h e p uls e of t h e 
S pirit t o gi v e i m p et us, t o g et h er wit h ot h ers, t o d y n a mi cs t h at c a n 
wit n ess a n d c h a n n el t h e n e w lif e t h at t h e L or d w a nts t o g e n er at e at 
t his c o n cr et e 
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S pirit t o gi v e i m p et us, t o g et h er wit h ot h ers, t o d y n a mi cs t h at c a n 
wit n ess a n d c h a n n el t h e n e w lif e t h at t h e L or d w a nts t o g e n er at e at 
t his c o n cr et e 
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m o me nt i n hist or y.” 6 1  I n ot her w or ds, i nte gr al li b er ati o n as a he ali n g 
pr a xis i n v ol ves t he he ali n g of all p ers o ns, b ot h t he o p press or a n d t he 
o p press e d, le a di n g n ot ne c ess aril y t o a ret ur n t o pre vi o us c o n diti o ns, 
b ut le a di n g t o a (re)cre ati o n of a he ale d re alit y.

It is, p er h a ps, t his dire cti o n t o w ar ds t he i nte gr al li b er ati o n 
of a c o m m u nit y o n its pil gri m a g e of f ait h t h at S pirit a n missi o n, i n 
de pl o yi n g critic al a n al ysis, c a n n ot u n derst a n d hist or y as a c ci de nt al, 
i.e. as a c h a nc e de vel o p me nt (cf. S R L 14. 1). N or c a n S pirit a n mis-
si o n u n derst a n d hist or y as merel y f arcic al, as a pr o c ess t h at is le a di n g 
n o w here. I nste a d, o p pressi ve s o ci o- hist oric al c o nstr ucts (i.e. s o ci al 
w o u n ds) a p p e ar b y t he re al a cti o ns of p e o ple, p er p et u ate d b y t h os e 
w h o b e ne fit fr o m t he m. Li b er ati o n, t h us, c o mes fr o m h u m a n c o o p-
er ati o n i n t he missi o n of t he H ol y S pirit of t he h oriz o nt al e x p a nsi o n 
of t he G o o d Ne ws, t he re de m pti ve he ali n g wr o u g ht i n C hrist ( 2 
C ori nt hi a ns 3: 1 7- 1 8, 2 ess al o ni a ns 2: 1 3). H o we ver, critic al a n al ysis 
a n d e n g a g e me nt wit h t he pres e nt d o es n ot ne c ess aril y l os e f o c us o n 
t he fi n al  co mi n g of t he Ki n g d o m of G o d, i.e. t he c o m plete he ali n g of 
t he w orl d. Alt h o u g h h u m a n hist or y h as me a ni n g i n t he S pirit a n i de a 
of missi o n, a n y pres e nt- orie nte d dis c ussi o n o n t he c o nte m p or ar y mis-
si o n al t as k m ust c o nst a ntl y re fle ct, “its es c h at ol o gic al n at ure wit h o ut 
a n n ulli n g t he di ale ctic of t his a g e a n d t he a g e t o c o me, t he u ncre ate d 
a n d t he cre ate d, t he b ei n g of G o d a n d t h at of m a n a n d t he w orl d.” 6 2  

us, t he a d v a nc e me nt of S pirit a n missi o n h as ver y little t o d o wit h 
i nstit uti o n al e x p a nsi o n, b ut f ar m ore wit h fi delit y t o t he G os p el a n d 
wit n ess t o t h e e v e nt u al arri v al of t h e h e al e d Ki n g d o m. 6 3

N o n et h el ess, si m pl y b e c a us e w o u n ds c a n b e h e al e d , t h at d o es 
n ot me a n t h at t he y s h o ul d b e si m pl y f or g otte n. St ate d di ff ere ntl y, t he 
hist or y of h u m a n s u ff eri n g s h o ul d ne ver b e l ost. I nste a d, it i m p els 
us t o w ar ds s p e ci fi c a n d c o ncrete c o m mit me nts as, “[t] he me m or y of 
s u ff eri n g … bri n gs ne w m or al i m a gi n ati o n i nt o p olitic al life, a ne w 
visi o n of ot her ’s s u ff eri n g w hic h s h o ul d m at ure i nt o a g e ner o us, u n-
c alc ul ati n g p artis a ns hi p o n b e h alf of t he we a k a n d u nre pres e nte d.” 6 4  

I n t his s e ns e, S pirit a n wit ness t o he ali n g u nt o, “t he e n ds of 
t he e art h,” ( A cts 1: 8) c a n n ot b e a t he o dic y, es p e ci all y si nc e all t he o d-
icies f ail t o st a n d u p t o t he criti q ue of t he de pt h of h u m a n s u ff eri n g. 
N or is s uc h a t he o dic y e ve n t he ol o gic all y v al u a ble, si nc e, “ C hrist’s 
c uri n g sic k p e o ple h a d a c os mic si g ni fi c a nc e,” 6 5  an d, t h us, c a n n ot b e 
c o nt ai ne d wit hi n mere a nt hr o p o c e ntric c ate g ories. He nc e, a n es c h a-
t ol o gic al defe nc e of a j ust G o d des pite t he pres e nc e of h u m a n s u ff er-
i n g miss es s o met hi n g a b o ut missi o n b ot h i n t he pres e nt a n d e ve n i n 
t he es c h at o n. I n a v oi di n g t hes e pitf alls, S pirit a n missi o n m ust c o n-

cretel y pr o cl ai m t h at t he S pirit is w or ki n g i n t he w orl d t o w ar ds t he 
es c h at ol o gic al re alit y of t he Ki n g d o m of G o d ( 2 C ori nt hi a ns 5: 5). It 
is pr o cl ai mi n g t h at t he he ali n g of t he w orl d h as beg u n b y virt ue of 
t he i nc ar n ati o n ( G al ati a ns 4: 4- 5) a n d will be c o m plete d i n C hrist i n 
t he f ull ness of ti me ( C ol ossi a ns 1: 1 9- 2 0).

As we e nter i nt o t he s o ci o- hist oric al c o nte xts of c o m m u ni-
ties, s oli d arit y b e c o mes t he he ali n g m o de b y w hic h we li ve t his 
hist or y wit h t he B o d y of C hrist (cf. 1 C ori nt hi a ns 1 2: 1 3), 6 6  dr a wi n g 
us, “cl os er t o p e o ple a m o n g w h o m we li ve, es p e ci all y t h os e w h o are 
t he m ost v ul ner a ble, p o or a n d e xcl u de d fr o m s o ciet y,”6 7  (cf. S R L 
2 4. 1). H o we ver, s oli d arit y is ne ver a g o o d u nt o its elf, b ut merel y t he 
m o de b y w hic h g o o d, as well as e vil, c a n b e a c c o m plis he d (e. g. m a n y 
bis h o ps a n d reli gi o us s u p eri ors were i n s oli d arit y wit h t heir a c c us e d 
a n d g uilt y cler g y/ me m b ers w he n c o veri n g u p a b us e). S oli d arit y, i n 
t his w a y, is m uc h li k e a n y me dici ne, w here b y a n i nc orre ct d os e c a n 
b e f at al, w hile a c orre ct d os e c a n b e life-s a vi n g. 6 8  

I n s u m m ar y, we mi g ht s a y t h at S pirit a n missi o n as he ali n g 
b e gi ns wit h a ke n osis  t h at all o ws us t o p art ner wit h t he he ali n g w or k 
of t he H ol y S pirit w h o, pres e nt i n t he c o m m u nit y, le a ds us t o w ar ds 
i nte gr al li b er ati o n. I nte gr al li b er ati o n, i n its hist oric al di me nsi o ns, 
p oi nts t o t he hist oric al c h ar a cter of he ali n g its elf, wit h c o nst a nt 
refere nc e t o w ar ds t he fi n al he ali n g e ve nt, i.e. t he esc h at o n, t o w ar ds 
w hic h we w al k i n s oli d arit y wit h t he c o m m u nit y.

T O W A R D S G L O B A L H E A LI N G: P A T H W A Y S A N D O B S T A C L E S
Fi n di n g a missi o n al s e ns e of “ h o p e, j o y, a n d … a r a dic al 

me a ni n g of life i n t he mi dst of e xiste nti al a bs ur dities,” 6 9  we are 
stre n gt he ne d t o c o nti n ue o ur missi o n a n d b ol dl y pr o cl ai m t he Ris e n 
L or d i n t he p o wer of t he H ol y S pirit ( M att he w 1 0: 2 0, A cts 4: 3 1). 
H o we ver, as el a b or ate d o n e arlier, S pirit a n missi o n is n ot a b o ut a 
m ai nte n a nc e of t he st at us q u o. Es p e ci all y w he n pl a c e d si de- b y-si de 
wit h t he w orl d’s sic k ness es, we re c o g niz e t h at, “ n ot hi ng  c a n re m ai n 
t he s a me,” a n d t h at we m ust, “cre ate ne w s p a c es a n d rei n ve nt a 
f ut ure w ort h li vi n g f or,” dire cte d t o w ar ds t he he ale d f ut ure of t he 
Ki n g d o m. 7 0

N at ur all y, we ass u me t h at S pirit a n missi o n h as a p art t o pl a y 
i n b uil di n g t his f ut ure, t h o u g h p er h a ps n ot as a u ni vers aliz e d tre at-
me nt. S u g g esti n g tre at me nts f or v ari o us ail me nts is c ert ai nl y wit hi n 
t he b o u n ds of s cri pt ure a n d tr a diti o n. We c a n re fle ct o n Pa ul’s s u g-
g esti o n t o Ti m ot h y t o t a k e a little wi ne f or t he st o m a c h ( 1 Ti m ot h y 
5: 2 3) a n d o m as A q ui n as’ re me dies f or s orr o w or p ai n of te ars, 
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m o me nt i n hist or y.” 6 1  I n ot her w or ds, i nte gr al li b er ati o n as a he ali n g 
pr a xis i n v ol ves t he he ali n g of all p ers o ns, b ot h t he o p press or a n d t he 
o p press e d, le a di n g n ot ne c ess aril y t o a ret ur n t o pre vi o us c o n diti o ns, 
b ut le a di n g t o a (re)cre ati o n of a he ale d re alit y.

It is, p er h a ps, t his dire cti o n t o w ar ds t he i nte gr al li b er ati o n 
of a c o m m u nit y o n its pil gri m a g e of f ait h t h at S pirit a n missi o n, i n 
de pl o yi n g critic al a n al ysis, c a n n ot u n derst a n d hist or y as a c ci de nt al, 
i.e. as a c h a nc e de vel o p me nt (cf. S R L 14. 1). N or c a n S pirit a n mis-
si o n u n derst a n d hist or y as merel y f arcic al, as a pr o c ess t h at is le a di n g 
n o w here. I nste a d, o p pressi ve s o ci o- hist oric al c o nstr ucts (i.e. s o ci al 
w o u n ds) a p p e ar b y t he re al a cti o ns of p e o ple, p er p et u ate d b y t h os e 
w h o b e ne fit fr o m t he m. Li b er ati o n, t h us, c o mes fr o m h u m a n c o o p-
er ati o n i n t he missi o n of t he H ol y S pirit of t he h oriz o nt al e x p a nsi o n 
of t he G o o d Ne ws, t he re de m pti ve he ali n g wr o u g ht i n C hrist ( 2 
C ori nt hi a ns 3: 1 7- 1 8, 2 ess al o ni a ns 2: 1 3). H o we ver, critic al a n al ysis 
a n d e n g a g e me nt wit h t he pres e nt d o es n ot ne c ess aril y l os e f o c us o n 
t he fi n al  co mi n g of t he Ki n g d o m of G o d, i.e. t he c o m plete he ali n g of 
t he w orl d. Alt h o u g h h u m a n hist or y h as me a ni n g i n t he S pirit a n i de a 
of missi o n, a n y pres e nt- orie nte d dis c ussi o n o n t he c o nte m p or ar y mis-
si o n al t as k m ust c o nst a ntl y re fle ct, “its es c h at ol o gic al n at ure wit h o ut 
a n n ulli n g t he di ale ctic of t his a g e a n d t he a g e t o c o me, t he u ncre ate d 
a n d t he cre ate d, t he b ei n g of G o d a n d t h at of m a n a n d t he w orl d.” 6 2  

us, t he a d v a nc e me nt of S pirit a n missi o n h as ver y little t o d o wit h 
i nstit uti o n al e x p a nsi o n, b ut f ar m ore wit h fi delit y t o t he G os p el a n d 
wit n ess t o t h e e v e nt u al arri v al of t h e h e al e d Ki n g d o m. 6 3

N o n et h el ess, si m pl y b e c a us e w o u n ds c a n b e h e al e d , t h at d o es 
n ot me a n t h at t he y s h o ul d b e si m pl y f or g otte n. St ate d di ff ere ntl y, t he 
hist or y of h u m a n s u ff eri n g s h o ul d ne ver b e l ost. I nste a d, it i m p els 
us t o w ar ds s p e ci fi c a n d c o ncrete c o m mit me nts as, “[t] he me m or y of 
s u ff eri n g … bri n gs ne w m or al i m a gi n ati o n i nt o p olitic al life, a ne w 
visi o n of ot her ’s s u ff eri n g w hic h s h o ul d m at ure i nt o a g e ner o us, u n-
c alc ul ati n g p artis a ns hi p o n b e h alf of t he we a k a n d u nre pres e nte d.” 6 4  

I n t his s e ns e, S pirit a n wit ness t o he ali n g u nt o, “t he e n ds of 
t he e art h,” ( A cts 1: 8) c a n n ot b e a t he o dic y, es p e ci all y si nc e all t he o d-
icies f ail t o st a n d u p t o t he criti q ue of t he de pt h of h u m a n s u ff eri n g. 
N or is s uc h a t he o dic y e ve n t he ol o gic all y v al u a ble, si nc e, “ C hrist’s 
c uri n g sic k p e o ple h a d a c os mic si g ni fi c a nc e,” 6 5  an d, t h us, c a n n ot b e 
c o nt ai ne d wit hi n mere a nt hr o p o c e ntric c ate g ories. He nc e, a n es c h a-
t ol o gic al defe nc e of a j ust G o d des pite t he pres e nc e of h u m a n s u ff er-
i n g miss es s o met hi n g a b o ut missi o n b ot h i n t he pres e nt a n d e ve n i n 
t he es c h at o n. I n a v oi di n g t hes e pitf alls, S pirit a n missi o n m ust c o n-

cretel y pr o cl ai m t h at t he S pirit is w or ki n g i n t he w orl d t o w ar ds t he 
es c h at ol o gic al re alit y of t he Ki n g d o m of G o d ( 2 C ori nt hi a ns 5: 5). It 
is pr o cl ai mi n g t h at t he he ali n g of t he w orl d h as beg u n b y virt ue of 
t he i nc ar n ati o n ( G al ati a ns 4: 4- 5) a n d will be c o m plete d i n C hrist i n 
t he f ull ness of ti me ( C ol ossi a ns 1: 1 9- 2 0).

As we e nter i nt o t he s o ci o- hist oric al c o nte xts of c o m m u ni-
ties, s oli d arit y b e c o mes t he he ali n g m o de b y w hic h we li ve t his 
hist or y wit h t he B o d y of C hrist (cf. 1 C ori nt hi a ns 1 2: 1 3), 6 6  dr a wi n g 
us, “cl os er t o p e o ple a m o n g w h o m we li ve, es p e ci all y t h os e w h o are 
t he m ost v ul ner a ble, p o or a n d e xcl u de d fr o m s o ciet y,”6 7  (cf. S R L 
2 4. 1). H o we ver, s oli d arit y is ne ver a g o o d u nt o its elf, b ut merel y t he 
m o de b y w hic h g o o d, as well as e vil, c a n b e a c c o m plis he d (e. g. m a n y 
bis h o ps a n d reli gi o us s u p eri ors were i n s oli d arit y wit h t heir a c c us e d 
a n d g uilt y cler g y/ me m b ers w he n c o veri n g u p a b us e). S oli d arit y, i n 
t his w a y, is m u c h li k e a n y me dici ne, w here b y a n i nc orre ct d os e c a n 
b e f at al, w hile a c orre ct d os e c a n b e lif e-s a vi n g. 6 8  

I n s u m m ar y, we mi g ht s a y t h at S pirit a n missi o n as he ali n g 
b e gi ns wit h a ke n osis  t h at all o ws us t o p art ner wit h t he he ali n g w or k 
of t he H ol y S pirit w h o, pres e nt i n t he c o m m u nit y, le a ds us t o w ar ds 
i nte gr al li b er ati o n. I nte gr al li b er ati o n, i n its hist oric al di me nsi o ns, 
p oi nts t o t he hist oric al c h ar a cter of he ali n g its elf, wit h c o nst a nt 
ref ere nc e t o w ar ds t he fi n al he ali n g e ve nt, i.e. t he esc h at o n, t o w ar ds 
w hic h we w al k i n s oli d arit y wit h t he c o m m u nit y.

T O W A R D S G L O B A L H E A LI N G: P A T H W A Y S A N D O B S T A C L E S
Fi n di n g a missi o n al s e ns e of “ h o p e, j o y, a n d … a r a dic al 

me a ni n g of lif e i n t he mi dst of e xiste nti al a bs ur dities,” 6 9  we are 
stre n gt he ne d t o c o nti n ue o ur missi o n a n d b ol dl y pr o cl ai m t he Ris e n 
L or d i n t he p o wer of t he H ol y S pirit ( M att he w 1 0: 2 0, A cts 4: 3 1). 
H o we ver, as el a b or ate d o n e arlier, S pirit a n missi o n is n ot a b o ut a 
m ai nte n a nc e of t he st at us q u o. Es p e ci all y w he n pl a c e d si de- b y-si de 
wit h t he w orl d’s sic k ness es, we re c o g niz e t h at, “ n ot hi ng  c a n re m ai n 
t he s a me,” a n d t h at we m ust, “cre ate ne w s p a c es a n d rei n ve nt a 
f ut ure w ort h li vi n g f or,” dire cte d t o w ar ds t he he ale d f ut ure of t he 
Ki n g d o m. 7 0

N at ur all y, we ass u me t h at S pirit a n missi o n h as a p art t o pl a y 
i n b uil di n g t his f ut ure, t h o u g h p er h a ps n ot as a u ni vers aliz e d tre at-
me nt. S u g g esti n g tre at me nts f or v ari o us ail me nts is c ert ai nl y wit hi n 
t he b o u n ds of s cri pt ure a n d tr a diti o n. We c a n re fle ct o n Pa ul’s s u g-
g esti o n t o Ti m ot h y t o t a k e a little wi ne f or t he st o m a c h ( 1 Ti m ot h y 
5: 2 3) a n d o m as A q ui n as’ re me dies f or s orr o w or p ai n of te ars, 
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s y m p at hy, c o nte m pl ati o n, sle e pi n g, a n d b at hi n g ( S u m m a  e ol ogi ae 
I-II. 3 8). Yet, it is cle ar fr o m t he a n al ysis a b o ve, if S pirit a n missi o n 
is t o b e a vi a ble o pti o n i n t he pr o c ess of gl o b al he ali n g, it c a n n ot 
ass u me a he g e m o nic, u ni vers aliz e d a p pr o a c h. I n f a ct, it m a y b e 
d o w nri g ht re c kless t o s u g g est a c o nsiste ntl y u ni vers aliz e d a p pr o a c h. 

us, it is prefer a ble t o u n derst a n d t he S pirit a n missi o n of he ali n g 
as a di a g n ostic t o ol t h at s u g g ests a v ariet y of p at h w a ys f or w ar d t h at 
re q uire dis c er n me nt t o a p pl y c o ncretel y a n d e ve nt u all y de vel o p 
i nt o pr a ctic al c o m mit me nts i n p artic ul ar c o nte xts. es e p at h w a ys 
i ncl u de s oli d arity, o pti o ns wit hi n t he C h urc h, a c a de mi a, a n d i nter-
s e cti o n al fr o nts.

P at h w a ys . 
e first dire cti o n t o t a k e is t o w ar ds s oli d arit y , wit h o ut 

w hic h t here is n o he ali n g. B y e nc o ur a gi n g a re ne w al of s o ci al 
rel ati o ns t hr o u g h c o ncrete rel ati o ns wit h e a c h ot her, we c a n bri n g 
c o m m u nities t o g et her i n a li b er ati ve a n d n o n-i de ol o gic al w a y, 
b uil di n g s oli d arit y t o pr o gress al o n g t he p at h of he ali n g. 7 1  is 
s oli d arit y wit hi n c o m m u nities re q uires t h at we le ar n t o rel a x a n d 
c ele br ate a mi dst t he fe ar, a n d s o de e p e n b o n ds of frie n ds hi p wit h 
o ne  an ot her. 7 2  As o ur b o n ds de e p e n, t he he ali n g S pirit will e mer g e 
wit hi n t he c o m m u nit y s etti n g, cre ati n g a h oriz o nt al (r at her t h a n 
vertic al) e x p a nsi o n of missi o n. at is, r at her t h a n a p urel y de-
s c e n di n g missi o n, t he de vel o p me nt of t he c o m m u nit y t o w ar ds 
h e ali n g is a pr o c ess of c oll e cti v e as c e nt.

S e c o n d, as h e ali n g is p art of t h e ess e  of t h e C h ur c h a n d is, 
“ pl a c e d at t he he art of all a cti vit y,” 7 3  t here of, o ne c a n als o c o nsi der 
i niti ati ves wit hi n t he C h urc h as a p ossi ble p at h w a y.7 4  For e x a m ple, 
t he Vatic a n h as c alle d f or “a n alli a nc e b et we e n C at h olic a n d n o n-
C at h olic e d uc ati o n al i nstit uti o ns i n or der t o c o nfr o nt t he c h alle n g-
es ste m mi n g fr o m or e x a c er b ate d b y t he C O VI D- 19 p a n de mic .”7 5  
Es p e ci all y as S pirit a n e d uc ati o n i n v ol ves, “res p o n di n g t o t he m ost 
pressi n g e d uc ati o n al ne e ds of t he p e o ple of t heir ti mes,” 7 6  t he p ossi-
bilit y of h a vi n g a p artic ul arl y S pirit a n missi o n al a p pr o a c h s u g g ests 
t h at a n e c clesi al p at h w a y f or he ali n g i n a p ost- C O VI D w orl d c a n 
a n d, p er h a ps, s h o ul d e xist. 7 7

ir d, S pirit a ns e n g a g e d i n a c a de mic s etti n gs h a ve a 
u ni q ue o p p ort u nit y t o e n g a g e i n critic al a n al ysis. Here we f oll o w 
t he e x a m ple of Fr. Li b er m a n n w h o “i ncl u de d t he t as ks of f oster-
i n g c o ns cie nc e of t he d ut y t o w or k a n d t o u n derst a n d t he w or ki n g 
of t o ols (‘ h o w t hi n gs o p er ate’) as i nte gr al p arts of a missi o n ar y’s 

w or k.” 7 8   We c a n n ot s e p ar ate a c a de mic e d uc ati o n fr o m pr a xis, t h at 
is, t he a bilit y t o diss e ct t he critic al iss ues at h a n d i n or der t o c o nsi d-
er w h at dir e cti o n o n e c a n t a k e t o bri n g a b o ut h e ali n g. S u c h pr a xis 
pr o vi d es a n i n v al u a bl e ass et f or t h e C o n gr e g ati o n’s missi o n. H e ali n g 
its elf is a c o ncrete p he n o me n o n a n d, t h us, all a c a de mic w or k ne e ds 
t o b e li n k e d t o pr a ctic al c o m mit me nts t o t he pr o c ess of he ali n g.7 9

L ast a n d m ost i m p ort a nt, we c a n dis c er n i nters e cti o n al 
fr o nts b y w hic h o ur w or k c a n m ore f ull y c o ntri b ute t o t he he ali n g 
of t he i nterc o n ne cte d w o u n de d ness of o ur w orl d. re e e x a m ples 
st a n d o ut. First, t here are t he li n ks b et we e n I nter- R eli gi o us Di a-
l o g ue a n d S er vic e/ Li b er ati o n t hr o u g h a Di al o g ue of Life or A cti o n, 
b y w hic h, “ u ni vers al b asic c o ns e ns us o n b asic c o n victi o ns,” c a n b e 
pr a cti c all y b uilt, d es pit e b ei n g i n a w orl d of i n cr e asi n g s c e pti cis m 
t o w ar ds c oll a b or ati o n wit h t h e “o t h er.”8 0  S e c o n d, as h e ali n g i n its 
f ull ness e nt ails a re c o ncili ati o n b et we e n h u m a nit y a n d cre ati o n, t he 
he ali n g missi o n e xte n ds t o i ncl u de e c ol o gic al j ustic e, w hic h its elf 
c a n n ot b e s e p ar ate fr o m ot her iss ues s uc h as e c o n o mics, c o n flict, 
a n d dis e as e (i ncl u di n g C O VI D- 19). 8 1  ir d, o ne c a n l o o k at t he i n-
ters e cti o ns b et we e n lit ur g y, s o ci al ps yc h ol o g y, a n d s o ci al str uct ure. 
As lit ur g y, “i m mers es us i n a l ar g er re alit y t h at b ursts t he li mits of 
o ur s o ci al i m a gi n ati o n,” 8 2  the c h a nc e f or p ers o ns t o b uil d rel ati o n-
s hi ps a n d de vel o p a gre ater c o m m u n al c o ns ci o us ness t hr o u g h t he 
lit ur g y cre ates a n o p p ort u nit y t o c o nsi der a the o pr a xis  for s o ci al 
re b uil di n g.8 3  W hile all of t hes e fr o nts pres e nt i nteresti n g p at hs, 
o ne ’s c o nte xt is ofte n t he m ai n k e y t h at s h a p es it, e. g. Di a ne Ja g de o 
s u g g ests t h at “ he ali n g l a n d a n d he ali n g li ves (e c ol o g y a n d h u m a n 
well- b ei n g),” is b est f or t he C ari b b e a n c o nte xt. 8 4  In de e d, it is o nl y 
wit hi n t he missi o n ar y’s c o nte xt t h at e x a ct fr o nts c a n b e dis c er n-
i n g a n d de vel o p e d t h at will a d v a nc e c o ncrete c o m mit me nts f or a 
c o m m o n j o ur ne y of t he p e o ple a n d a c hie ve t he e n d g o al of i nte gr al 
lib er ati o n. 8 5

O bst a cl es . 
W hile t he a b o ve p at h w a ys m a y s e e m str ai g htf or w ar d, t he y 

are n ot wit h o ut o bst a cles. First, i n o ur artic ul ati o n of t he he ali n g, a 
b al a nc e is ne e de d b et we e n b ei n g t o o ri gi d a b o ut t he c ate g ories we 
us e a n d b ei n g t o o v a pi d. B ot h e xtre mes w o ul d res ult i n me a ni n g-
less artic ul ati o ns a n d/ or ref us al t o a p pre ci ate p artic ul ar c o nte xts 
f or missi o n. F urt her, if we ass u me t h at all a ns wers t o t he ne e d f or 
he ali n g i n o ur pres e nt c o nte xt c a n b e artic ul ate d wit hi n t he S pirit a n 
tr a diti o n (e ve n c o vertl y), we r u n t he ris k of a b as eless tri u m p h alis m 
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s y m p at hy, c o nte m pl ati o n, sle e pi n g, a n d b at hi n g ( S u m m a  e ol ogi ae 
I-II. 3 8). Yet, it is cle ar fr o m t he a n al ysis a b o ve, if S pirit a n missi o n 
is t o b e a vi a ble o pti o n i n t he pr o c ess of gl o b al he ali n g, it c a n n ot 
ass u me a he g e m o nic, u ni vers aliz e d a p pr o a c h. I n f a ct, it m a y b e 
d o w nri g ht re c kless t o s u g g est a c o nsiste ntl y u ni vers aliz e d a p pr o a c h. 

us, it is prefer a ble t o u n derst a n d t he S pirit a n missi o n of he ali n g 
as a di a g n ostic t o ol t h at s u g g ests a v ariet y of p at h w a ys f or w ar d t h at 
re q uire dis c er n me nt t o a p pl y c o ncretel y a n d e ve nt u all y de vel o p 
i nt o pr a ctic al c o m mit me nts i n p artic ul ar c o nte xts. es e p at h w a ys 
i ncl u de s oli d arity, o pti o ns wit hi n t he C h urc h, a c a de mi a, a n d i nter-
s e cti o n al fr o nts.

P at h w a ys . 
e first dire cti o n t o t a k e is t o w ar ds s oli d arit y , wit h o ut 

w hic h t here is n o he ali n g. B y e nc o ur a gi n g a re ne w al of s o ci al 
rel ati o ns t hr o u g h c o ncrete rel ati o ns wit h e a c h ot her, we c a n bri n g 
c o m m u nities t o g et her i n a li b er ati ve a n d n o n-i de ol o gic al w a y, 
b uil di n g s oli d arit y t o pr o gress al o n g t he p at h of he ali n g. 7 1  is 
s oli d arit y wit hi n c o m m u nities re q uires t h at we le ar n t o rel a x a n d 
c ele br ate a mi dst t he fe ar, a n d s o de e p e n b o n ds of frie n ds hi p wit h 
o ne  an ot her. 7 2  As o ur b o n ds de e p e n, t he he ali n g S pirit will e mer g e 
wit hi n t he c o m m u nit y s etti n g, cre ati n g a h oriz o nt al (r at her t h a n 
vertic al) e x p a nsi o n of missi o n. at is, r at her t h a n a p urel y de-
s c e n di n g missi o n, t he de vel o p me nt of t he c o m m u nit y t o w ar ds 
h e ali n g is a pr o c ess of c oll e cti v e as c e nt.

S e c o n d, as h e ali n g is p art of t h e ess e  of t h e C h ur c h a n d is, 
“ pl a c e d at t he he art of all a cti vit y,” 7 3  t here of, o ne c a n als o c o nsi der 
i niti ati ves wit hi n t he C h urc h as a p ossi ble p at h w a y.7 4  For e x a m ple, 
t he Vatic a n h as c alle d f or “a n alli a nc e b et we e n C at h olic a n d n o n-
C at h olic e d u c ati o n al i nstit uti o ns i n or der t o c o nfr o nt t he c h alle n g-
es ste m mi n g fr o m or e x a c er b ate d b y t he C O VI D- 19 p a n de mic .”7 5  
Es p e ci all y as S pirit a n e d uc ati o n i n v ol ves, “res p o n di n g t o t he m ost 
pressi n g e d u c ati o n al ne e ds of t he p e o ple of t heir ti mes,” 7 6  t he p ossi-
bilit y of h a vi n g a p artic ul arl y S pirit a n missi o n al a p pr o a c h s u g g ests 
t h at a n e c clesi al p at h w a y f or he ali n g i n a p ost- C O VI D w orl d c a n 
a n d, p er h a ps, s h o ul d e xist. 7 7

ir d, S pirit a ns e n g a g e d i n a c a de mic s etti n gs h a ve a 
u ni q ue o p p ort u nit y t o e n g a g e i n critic al a n al ysis. Here we f oll o w 
t he e x a m ple of Fr. Li b er m a n n w h o “i ncl u de d t he t as ks of f oster-
i n g c o ns cie nc e of t he d ut y t o w or k a n d t o u n derst a n d t he w or ki n g 
of t o ols (‘ h o w t hi n gs o p er ate’) as i nte gr al p arts of a missi o n ar y’s 

w or k.” 7 8   We c a n n ot s e p ar ate a c a de mic e d u c ati o n fr o m pr a xis, t h at 
is, t he a bilit y t o diss e ct t he critic al iss ues at h a n d i n or der t o c o nsi d-
er w h at dir e cti o n o n e c a n t a k e t o bri n g a b o ut h e ali n g. S u c h pr a xis 
pr o vi d es a n i n v al u a bl e ass et f or t h e C o n gr e g ati o n’s missi o n. H e ali n g 
its elf is a c o ncrete p he n o me n o n a n d, t h us, all a c a de mic w or k ne e ds 
t o b e li n k e d t o pr a ctic al c o m mit me nts t o t he pr o c ess of he ali n g.7 9

L ast a n d m ost i m p ort a nt, we c a n dis c er n i nters e cti o n al 
fr o nts b y w hic h o ur w or k c a n m ore f ull y c o ntri b ute t o t he he ali n g 
of t he i nterc o n ne cte d w o u n de d ness of o ur w orl d. re e e x a m ples 
st a n d o ut. First, t here are t he li n ks b et we e n I nter- R eli gi o us Di a-
l o g ue a n d S er vic e/ Li b er ati o n t hr o u g h a Di al o g ue of Lif e or A cti o n, 
b y w hic h, “ u ni vers al b asic c o ns e ns us o n b asic c o n victi o ns,” c a n b e 
pr a cti c all y b uilt, d es pit e b ei n g i n a w orl d of i n cr e asi n g s c e pti cis m 
t o w ar ds c oll a b or ati o n wit h t h e “o t h er.”8 0  S e c o n d, as h e ali n g i n its 
f ull ness e nt ails a re c o ncili ati o n b et we e n h u m a nit y a n d cre ati o n, t he 
he ali n g missi o n e xte n ds t o i ncl u de e c ol o gic al j ustic e, w hic h its elf 
c a n n ot b e s e p ar ate fr o m ot her iss ues s u c h as e c o n o mics, c o n flict, 
a n d dis e as e (i ncl u di n g C O VI D- 19). 8 1  ir d, o ne c a n l o o k at t he i n-
ters e cti o ns b et we e n lit ur g y, s o ci al ps yc h ol o g y, a n d s o ci al str u ct ure. 
As lit ur g y, “i m mers es us i n a l ar g er re alit y t h at b ursts t he li mits of 
o ur s o ci al i m a gi n ati o n,” 8 2  the c h a nc e f or p ers o ns t o b uil d rel ati o n-
s hi ps a n d de vel o p a gre ater c o m m u n al c o ns ci o us ness t hr o u g h t he 
lit ur g y cre ates a n o p p ort u nit y t o c o nsi der a the o pr a xis  for s o ci al 
re b uil di n g.8 3  W hile all of t hes e fr o nts pres e nt i nteresti n g p at hs, 
o ne ’s c o nte xt is ofte n t he m ai n k e y t h at s h a p es it, e. g. Di a ne Ja g de o 
s u g g ests t h at “ he ali n g l a n d a n d he ali n g li ves (e c ol o g y a n d h u m a n 
well- b ei n g),” is b est f or t he C ari b b e a n c o nte xt. 8 4  In de e d, it is o nl y 
wit hi n t he missi o n ar y’s c o nte xt t h at e x a ct fr o nts c a n b e dis c er n-
i n g a n d de vel o p e d t h at will a d v a nc e c o ncrete c o m mit me nts f or a 
c o m m o n j o ur ne y of t he p e o ple a n d a c hie ve t he e n d g o al of i nte gr al 
lib er ati o n. 8 5

O bst a cl es . 
W hile t he a b o ve p at h w a ys m a y s e e m str ai g htf or w ar d, t he y 

are n ot wit h o ut o bst a cles. First, i n o ur artic ul ati o n of t he he ali n g, a 
b al a nc e is ne e de d b et we e n b ei n g t o o ri gi d a b o ut t he c ate g ories we 
us e a n d b ei n g t o o v a pi d. B ot h e xtre mes w o ul d res ult i n me a ni n g-
less artic ul ati o ns a n d/ or ref us al t o a p pre ci ate p artic ul ar c o nte xts 
f or missi o n. F urt her, if we ass u me t h at all a ns wers t o t he ne e d f or 
he ali n g i n o ur pres e nt c o nte xt c a n b e artic ul ate d wit hi n t he S pirit a n 
tr a diti o n (e ve n c o vertl y), we r u n t he ris k of a b as eless tri u m p h alis m 
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(cf. 1 C ori nt hi a ns 5: 6); e xcl u de t he wis d o m of ot her le giti m ate res p o ns-
es t o C O VI D- 1 9 (cf. Ja mes 1: 1 6- 1 7); a n d i g n ore le giti m ate criticis ms 
t h at c a n b e a p plie d t o S pirit a n missi o n as s uc h.

S e c o n d, we c a n b e te m pte d t o att a c h o urs el ves t o a n i nstit u-
ti o n aliz e d or i de ol o gic al c o nc e pti o n of w h at S pirit a n missi o n e nt ails 
a n d b e c o me pri def ul of it. It is i m p ort a nt t o n ote t h at, “ Li b er m a n n s a w 
pri de as t he e ne m y, pri de t h at hi des s o s uc c essf ull y i n t he l a b yri nt h of 
o ur i n ner s elf, pri de t h at ne e ds o ur ill usi o ns t o s ust ai n it.” 8 6  us, i n re-
m ai ni n g att a c he d t o o ur ill usi o ns, we are n ot b ei n g tr ue t o o ur S pirit a n 
v o c ati o n a n d t he o bst a cles w hic h st a n d i n t he w a y of o ur c o ntri b uti n g 
t o he ali n g t he w orl d re m ai n st u b b or nl y i n pl a c e.8 7  is ulti m atel y le a ds 
t o a pr a g m atic disj u nct b et we e n t he cl ai ms of w h o we are a n d w h at we 
d o w hic h c a n b e des cri b e d i n ter ms of pr a ctic al rel ati vis m, 8 8 or a d a n-
g er o us met a n arr ati vistic a p pr o a c h. S uc h attit u des c a n o nl y b e res ol ve d 
b y a n a ut he ntic c o n versi o n a n d c o m mit me nt t o missi o n ( Ja mes 1: 2 2). 
U nless we c o me t o u n derst a n d h o w we are pre ve nti n g t he he ali n g of 
t he w orl d, “ we will c o nti n ue t o resist o ur o w n c o n versi o n.”8 9

C O N C L U SI O N
If t he a b o ve res e arc h a n d re fle cti o ns s h o w a n yt hi n g, it is t h at t he 

c o nc e pt of “ He ali n g t he W orl d ” h as a le giti m ate pl a c e i n S pirit a n missi o n 
i n t he c o nte m p or ar y w orl d, or p er h a ps a ne c ess ar y o ne. S pirit a n missi o n 
h as t he a bilit y t o res p o n d t o t he c o nte m p or ar y sic k ness es of t he w orl d i n 
a he ali n g w a y a n d, des pite o bst a cles, pr o vi des p at h w a ys f or t he f ut ure. 
Gr a nte d, t his st u d y is b y n o me a ns t he fi n al w or d o n t he t o pic, b ut r at her 
s er ves as t he b e gi n ni n g of a c o n vers ati o n o n b ot h a c a de mic-t he oretic al 
a n d pr a ctic al- p ast or al le vels. o u g h, m ore g e ner all y, it is m y h o p e t h at 
t his res e arc h p ositi vel y c o ntri b utes t o t he st u d y of S pirit a n missi ol o g y.

N o n et h el ess, d es pit e a n y pr o gr ess t h at will b e m a d e i n h e ali n g 
t h e p ost- C O VI D w orl d, w e m ust a d mit t h at c e n’est p as l a l utt e fi n al . 
It is q uit e li k el y t h at ot h er p a n d e mi cs will e m er g e, b ut, if w e d o n ot 
l e ar n h o w t o cr e at e h e ali n g n o w, t h e w o u n ds of t h e w orl d will o nl y 
b e c o m e w orse. 9 0  I n d e e d, “[t] h e m ost i m p ort a nt t hi n g w e h a v e t o 
n urt ur e, n o w, is h o p e: h o p e t h at w e c a n m a k e s o m et hi n g gr e at a n d 
b e a utif ul i n t h e f u t ur e.”9 1  We ar e n ot a b a n d o n e d i n t his t as k, as t h e 
Di vi n e P h ysi ci a n, “ off er e d us his S pirit as a l asti n g s o ur c e of vit alit y, 
h oli n ess, a n d li b er a-ti v e a cti o n i n e v er y a g e.” 9 2  L et us pr a y t h at w e 
mi g ht h a v e t h e str e n gt h t o c o nti n u e C hrist’s h e ali n g missi o n i n t h e 
w orl d t o d a y.
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(cf. 1 C ori nt hi a ns 5: 6); e xcl u de t he wis d o m of ot her le giti m ate res p o ns-
es t o C O VI D- 1 9 (cf. Ja mes 1: 1 6- 1 7); a n d i g n ore le giti m ate criticis ms 
t h at c a n b e a p plie d t o S pirit a n missi o n as s uc h.

S e c o n d, we c a n b e te m pte d t o att a c h o urs el ves t o a n i nstit u-
ti o n aliz e d or i de ol o gic al c o nc e pti o n of w h at S pirit a n missi o n e nt ails 
a n d b e c o me pri def ul of it. It is i m p ort a nt t o n ote t h at, “ Li b er m a n n s a w 
pri de as t he e ne m y, pri de t h at hi des s o s uc c essf ull y i n t he l a b yri nt h of 
o ur i n ner s elf, pri de t h at ne e ds o ur ill usi o ns t o s ust ai n it.” 8 6  us, i n re-
m ai ni n g att a c he d t o o ur ill usi o ns, we are n ot b ei n g tr ue t o o ur S pirit a n 
v o c ati o n a n d t he o bst a cles w hic h st a n d i n t he w a y of o ur c o ntri b uti n g 
t o he ali n g t he w orl d re m ai n st u b b or nl y i n pl a c e.8 7  is ulti m atel y le a ds 
t o a pr a g m atic disj u nct b et we e n t he cl ai ms of w h o we are a n d w h at we 
d o w hic h c a n b e des cri b e d i n ter ms of pr a ctic al rel ati vis m, 8 8 or a d a n-
g er o us met a n arr ati vistic a p pr o a c h. S uc h attit u des c a n o nl y b e res ol ve d 
b y a n a ut he ntic c o n versi o n a n d c o m mit me nt t o missi o n ( Ja mes 1: 2 2). 
U nless we c o me t o u n derst a n d h o w we are pre ve nti n g t he he ali n g of 
t he w orl d, “ we will c o nti n ue t o resist o ur o w n c o n versi o n.”8 9

C O N C L U SI O N
If t he a b o ve res e arc h a n d re fle cti o ns s h o w a n yt hi n g, it is t h at t he 

c o nc e pt of “ He ali n g t he W orl d ” h as a le giti m ate pl a c e i n S pirit a n missi o n 
i n t he c o nte m p or ar y w orl d, or p er h a ps a ne c ess ar y o ne. S pirit a n missi o n 
h as t he a bilit y t o res p o n d t o t he c o nte m p or ar y sic k ness es of t he w orl d i n 
a he ali n g w a y a n d, des pite o bst a cles, pr o vi des p at h w a ys f or t he f ut ure. 
Gr a nte d, t his st u d y is b y n o me a ns t he fi n al w or d o n t he t o pic, b ut r at her 
s er ves as t he b e gi n ni n g of a c o n vers ati o n o n b ot h a c a de mic-t he oretic al 
a n d pr a ctic al- p ast or al le vels. o u g h, m ore g e ner all y, it is m y h o p e t h at 
t his res e arc h p ositi vel y c o ntri b utes t o t he st u d y of S pirit a n missi ol o g y.

N o n et h el ess, d es pit e a n y pr o gr ess t h at will b e m a d e i n h e ali n g 
t h e p ost- C O VI D w orl d, w e m ust a d mit t h at c e n’est p as l a l utt e fi n al . 
It is q uit e li k el y t h at ot h er p a n d e mi cs will e m er g e, b ut, if w e d o n ot 
l e ar n h o w t o cr e at e h e ali n g n o w, t h e w o u n ds of t h e w orl d will o nl y 
b e c o m e w orse. 9 0  I n d e e d, “[t] h e m ost i m p ort a nt t hi n g w e h a v e t o 
n urt ur e, n o w, is h o p e: h o p e t h at w e c a n m a k e s o m et hi n g gr e at a n d 
b e a utif ul i n t h e f u t ur e.”9 1  We ar e n ot a b a n d o n e d i n t his t as k, as t h e 
Di vi n e P h ysi ci a n, “ off er e d us his S pirit as a l asti n g s o ur c e of vit alit y, 
h oli n ess, a n d li b er a-ti v e a cti o n i n e v er y a g e.” 9 2  L et us pr a y t h at w e 
mi g ht h a v e t h e str e n gt h t o c o nti n u e C hrist’s h e ali n g missi o n i n t h e 
w orl d t o d a y.

M att he w Br oere n, C. S. S p.
Br a zil.
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