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St e v e H a n s e n, M a ur e e n O’ Bri e n, A n n e M ari e Wit c h g er H a n s e n

I N T R O D U C TI O N
The pres e nt article is t he a ut h ors’ l atest e x pressi o n of a m ulti-

p art res e arc h pr oje ct o n S pirit a n e d uc at ors a n d e d uc ati o n, i n v ol vi n g 
S pirit a ns a n d t h os e t h at e m br a c e S pirit a n p e d a g o g y at D u q ues ne 
U ni versit y. I n o ur e arlier res e arc h o n S pirit a n e d uc at ors,2  st u d y 
p artici p a nts cle arl y artic ul ate d t heir d u al c o m mit me nt t o a c a de mic 
e xc elle nc e a n d s oli d arit y wit h t he dis p oss ess e d. The y t a k e s eri o usl y 
t he visi o n fr o m C at h olic s o ci al te a c hi n g of s oli d arit y as “a fir m a n d 
p ers e veri n g deter mi n ati o n t o c o m mit o nes elf t o t he c o m m o n g o o d; 
t h at is t o s a y t o t h e g o o d of all a n d of e a c h i n di vi d u al, b e c a us e w e 
ar e all r e all y r es p o nsi bl e f or all.” 3  H o w e v er, s o m eti m es s ust ai ni n g 
t his c o m mit me nt t o b ot h e xc elle nc e a n d s oli d arit y r ais es a te nsi o n 
b et we e n t he m. O ne of o ur f o c us gr o u p p artici p a nts des cri b e d t he 
te nsi o n i n t he f oll o wi n g w a y:

M a ny ti mes i n o ur S pirit a n i nstit uti o ns . . . we will g o o ut t o a 
p o or c o m m u nity; we will est a blis h a n e d uc ati o n al i nstit uti o n. 
We i nsist o n ac a de mic e xcelle nce. W he n we h a ve ac a de mic e xcel -
le nce, t h ose w h o h a ve m ore res o urces will be dr a w n t o it bec a use 
we h a ve a n e xcelle nt sc h o ol. A n d pretty s o o n t he sc h o ol t h at we 
h a ve est a blis he d f or t he p o or is bei ng atte n de d by t he ric h.

This S pirit a n e d uc at or w as s p e a ki n g pri m aril y of t he c o n -
gre g ati o n’s e x p erie nc es i n t he gl o b al S o ut h, yet a si mil ar s hift i n 
st u de nt p o p ul ati o ns h as als o o c c urre d at D u q ues ne U ni versit y. Fr o m 
a s m all C at h olic c olle g e b uilt t o e d uc ate t he c hil dre n of i m mi gr a nts, 
D u q ues ne h as b e c o me i n si g ni fi c a nt w a ys a s c h o ol f or “t he ric h.” 
Wit h t his i n mi n d, a n ot her f o c us gr o u p p artici p a nt a p plie d t he 
te nsi o n b et we e n a c a de mic e xc elle nc e a n d s oli d arit y wit h t he dis p os-
s ess e d dire ctl y t o D u q ues ne U ni versit y w hile e n visi o ni n g w h at a 
S pirit a n e d uc ati o n s h o ul d a c c o m plis h:

The di ffere nce I w o ul d s ay w o ul d be, if y o u w a nt t o c o me t o 
D u q ues ne L a w Sc h o ol, D u q ues ne s h o ul d be f a m o us i n t he 
w orl d f or pr o d uci ng t he best p u blic defe n ders i n t he w orl d, n ot 
t he best c or p or ate l a wyers. A n d if y o u g o t o t he N ursi ng Sc h o ol, 
it s h o ul d be t he best sc h o ol i n t he w orl d f or cr oss c ult ur al n urs-
i ng of t he p o or. It s h o ul d be k n o w n bec a use we are f oc usi ng o n 
t h ose ki n ds of are as a n d t h at’s w h at I me a n by n ot l o o ki ng at 
e xcelle nce, ac a de mic e xcelle nce. L o o ki ng at a di ffere nt ki n d of 
e xcelle nce t h at f oc uses — y o u u n derst a n d w h at I me a n, rig ht? I 

P e d a g o g y i n P r  a c t i c e: A c a d e m i c E x c e l l e n c e 
t h r o u g h S o l i d a r i t y w i t h P e o p l e  

E x p e r i e n c i n g P o v e r t y 1

Dr. A n n e M a ri e  
Wit c h g er H a ns e n

Dr. A n ne M arie Wit c h g er 
H a ns e n is a L a y S pirit a n 
w h o s er ve d i n Ta n z a ni a 
1 9 8 2 – 1 9 8 5 al o n g wit h her 
h us b a n d, J o h n, a n d f a mil y.  
S he c urr e ntl y is a me m b er 
of t he U S pr o vi nci al  
c o u ncil. D uri n g her  
t w e nt y- y e ar t e n ur e at 
D u q u es ne U ni versit y,  
s he h as s er ve d as a n  
O c c u p ati o n al Th er a p y 
f a c ult y me m b er. 
Her r es e ar c h a n d  
p u bli c ati o ns ar e  
c oll a b or ati o ns  
wit h Afri c a n t her a pists, 
e x pl ori n g t he d e vel o p me nt 
of o c c u p ati o n al t her a p y i n 
E ast Afri c a, b arriers  
t o s o ci al a n d o c c u p ati o n al 
i ncl usi o n f a c e d b y p ers o ns 
wit h dis a bilities i n Afri c a, 
a n d c h ar a ct eristi cs  
of e ff e cti ve, s ust ai n a ble 
gl o b al p art ners hi ps. 

Dr. M a u r e e n R. 
O’ Bri e n

Dr. M a ur e e n O’ Brie n is 
a n ass o ci at e pr of ess or of 
t he ol o g y at D u q u es ne 
U ni versit y i n Pitts b ur g h, 
Pe n ns yl v a ni a. 
Her r es e ar c h i nt er ests 
f o c us i n pr a cti c al t he ol-
o g y, r eli gi o us e d u c ati o n 
a n d t he e d u c ati o n of l a y 
mi nist ers. 
S he h as c o n d u ct e d fi el d 
st u d y i n West Afri c a o n 
t he r ole of c at e c hists t her e, 
as w ell as o n g oi n g r e -
s e ar c h pr oje cts o n S pirit a n 
e d u c at ors a n d S pirit a n 
p e d a g o g y. 
S he c urr e ntl y s er ves o n t he 
E d u c ati o n C o m mitt e e f or 
t he U. S. Pr o vi n c e.

Dr. St e v e n H a ns e n

Dr. St e ve n H a ns e n 
dir e cts t he C e nt er f or 
Te a c hi n g E x c elle nc e 
( C T E) at D u q u es ne 
U ni versit y. 
He o vers e es e d u c a -
ti o n al a n d pr of essi o n al 
pr o gr a m mi n g a cr oss t he 
c a m p us f or f a c ult y a n d 
gr a d u at e st u d e nts. He 
s er ves as a n ele ct e d C or e 
C o m mitt e e Me m b er 
(i.e., b o ar d of dir e ct ors) 
f or t he Pr of essi o n al 
a n d Or g a ni z ati o n al 
D e vel o p me nt Net w or k 
i n Hi g her E d u c ati o n. 
St e ve hel p e d t o i niti -
at e a n d c o nti n u es t o 
f a cilit at e t he S pirit a n 
Pe d a g o g y C o n vers ati o ns 
at D u q u es ne U ni versit y 
t o e nc o ur a g e f a c ult y 
t o c o nsi d er w a ys t h at 
t e a c hi n g c a n r e fl e ct 
t he S pirit a n et h os a n d 
c h aris m.

Pretty s o o n  
t he sc h o ol  
t h at we h a ve 
est a blis he d  
f or t he p o or  
is bei ng atte n de d 
by t he ric h.

Dr.  Ste ve n H a ns e n, 
Dr. M a ure e n O’ Brie n  
a n d Dr. A n ne M arie 
Wit c h g er H a ns e n.
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t hi n k y o u c a n d o t h at wit h e very sc h o ol i n t he u ni versity, b ut 
it re ally h as t o g o t o t h at a n d t he n y o u attr act t he st u de nts 
w h o are i ntereste d i n ser vi ng t he p o or.

This visi o n of a S pirit a n e d uc ati o n as “a di ff ere nt ki n d 
of a c a de mic e xc elle nc e ” c o m mitte d t o s er vi n g t h os e i n p o vert y 
m a de us c uri o us a b o ut w a ys t h at D u q ues ne U ni versit y f a c ult y are 
m ai nt ai ni n g t heir c o m mit me nt t o t hes e S pirit a n v al ues, as t he y 
s e e k t o d a y t o e d uc ate st u de nts w h o m a y h a ve little e x p erie nc e or 
u n derst a n di n g of t he pli g ht of m ar gi n aliz e d p e o ple. A c c or di n gl y, 
we pil ote d a w or ks h o p at D u q ues ne i n w hic h we as k e d f a c ult y 
t o re fle ct o n t heir c o m mit me nts, hi g hli g hti n g t hre e p e d a g o gic al 
str ate gies e mer gi n g fr o m o ur st u d y of S pirit a ns t h at c o n ne cte d 
a c a de mic e xc elle nc e wit h a c o m mit me nt t o t h os e li vi n g i n p o v -
ert y:

• a d dressi n g s yste mic iss ues of p o vert y fr o m a dis ci pli n ar y
p ers p e cti ve
• s p ar ki n g st u de nt e m p at h y t hr o u g h e nc o u nter a n d rel a -
ti o ns hi p b uil di n g wit h t h os e w h o are m ar gi n aliz e d
• de vel o pi n g c o m mit me nts t o a d v o c a c y “f or ” a n d “ wit h ”
t h os e w h o are m ar gi n aliz e d.

The p ositi ve i n p ut fr o m f a c ult y at t he w or ks h o p le d us 
t o a ne xt st a g e: i n viti n g f a c ult y fr o m a cr oss t he u ni versit y t o tell 
t heir o w n st ories a b o ut w a ys t h at t he y p ut S pirit a n p e d a g o g y i nt o 
pr a ctic e, p artic ul arl y i n rel ati o n t o t he iss ue of p o vert y a n d rel ate d 
f or ms of m ar gi n aliz ati o n.  F o urte e n f a c ult y s u b mitte d a t ot al of 
t hirte e n c o ntri b uti o ns. I n w h at f oll o ws, we will s h are t heir st ories 
gr o u p e d ar o u n d t he t hre e str ate gies. E a c h of t hes e p e d a g o gic al 
a p pr o a c hes a ffir ms t he S pirit a n c o m mit me nts t o a c a de mic e xc el -
le nc e a n d s oli d arit y wit h t h os e e x p erie nci n g p o vert y a n d ot her 
o p pressi o ns. W hile a u ni versit y c urric ul u m t h at atte m pts t o h o n or 
S pirit a n p e d a g o g y will e m br a c e all t hre e str ate gies, a p artic ul ar 
c o urs e mi g ht f o c us o n o ne or t w o str ate gies. E a c h of t hes e a p -
pr o a c hes i n here ntl y e n h a nc es t he ot hers, a n d t o g et her t he y dis pl a y 
t he ric h w a ys t h at f a c ult y a d dress t hes e critic al iss ues.  

1.  A D D R E S SI N G S Y S T E MI C I S S U E S O F P O V E R T Y
F R O M A DI S CI P LI N A R Y P E R S P E C TI V E

W hile c o m mit me nt t o e xc elle nc e i n o ne’s are a of e x p ertis e 
is c o m m o n t o e d uc at ors of all stri p es, “a di ff ere nt ki n d of e xc el-

le nc e ” i n t he S pirit a n m o de fe at ures i nstr uct ors s e e ki n g t o hel p st u-
de nts u n derst a n d t he sit u ati o ns of t h os e m ar gi n aliz e d a n d i n p o v -
ert y w hile  a c q uiri n g dis ci pli n ar y c o m p ete nc e. Si nc e dis ci pli nes v ar y 
wi del y, a p pr o a c hes t o p o vert y will li k e wis e v ar y — b y dis ci pli ne as 
well as t hr o u g h t he cre ati vit y of e a c h te a c her. This s e cti o n pres e nts 
f o ur f a c ult y re fle cti o ns o n h o w e a c h i nc or p or ates his or her res p e c-
ti ve dis ci pli n ar y g o als, s u bje ct m atter, a n d t y pic al te a c hi n g pr a ctic es 
i nt o a f o c us e d e ff ort t o e n h a nc e t heir st u de nts’ u n derst a n di n g of 
p o vert y a n d t h os e w h o are c a u g ht wit hi n it.

First, s o ci ol o g y pr ofess or A nit a Z u b eri  dr a ws u p o n her 
dis ci pli ne’s c o m mit me nt t o s yste mic a n al ysis of t he r o ot c a us es of 
p o vert y, i nter prete d t hr o u g h a S pirit a n s e nsi bilit y: 

. . . My w or k e x a mi nes t he i ntersecti o n of ur b a n p o verty, r aci al 
i ne q u ality, a n d s oci al p olicy. I n p artic ul ar, I rese arc h h o w 
gr o wi ng u p i n a n i m p o veris he d neig h b or h o o d a ffects t he life 
c h a nces a n d o p p ort u nities of i n di vi d u als. I e x pl ore t he r aci al 
i ne q uity i n e x p os ure t o t hese m argi n ali ze d c o m m u nities. I als o 
assess t he r ole of h o usi ng p olicy i n cre ati ng a n d m ai nt ai ni ng 
t his i nj ustice, as well as t he p ote nti al f or i m pr o vi ng o p p ort u ni-
ties i n t hese c o m m u nities f or t he i n di vi d u als w h o li ve wit hi n 
t he m.  The S pirit a n v al ue of f oc usi ng o n p o verty, a n d o ur 
res p o nse t o it, is als o a f oc us of my te ac hi ng i n S oci ol og y. … 
G ai ni ng a dee per u n derst a n di ng of t he s oci al f orces at pl ay, st u -
de nts are a ble t o use s oci ol og y t o see t he i nj ustice prese nt wit hi n 
o ur s ociety, le ar n a b o ut h o w we atte m pt t o a d dress it t hr o ug h 
p olicy, a n d assess h o w well we are act u ally d oi ng t o i m pr o ve 
t he e x perie nce a n d o p p ort u nities of t h ose w h o are p o or.

S e c o n d, p hil os o p h y pr ofess or J a m es S wi n d al  n arr ates his 
e ff orts t o bri n g t he w or k of K arl M ar x i nt o c o n vers ati o n wit h S piri -
t a n i nter preters of M ar x, wit h res ults b ot h p ers o n all y ill u mi n ati n g 
a n d p e d a g o gic all y s u g g esti ve:

. . . [ W] he n I first c a me t o D u q ues ne’s P hil os o p hy de p art me nt, 
I w as kee nly i ntereste d i n le ar ni ng h o w t o w or k wit hi n a n d 
c o ntri b ute t o t he S pirit a n missi o n. Ac a de mic t h at I w as, I di d 
rese arc h o n se ver al of t he S pirit a n priests w h o h a d writte n i n 
my are as of disci pli n ary pers pecti ve: p hil os o p hy a n d t he ol og y. . 
. . .
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t hi n k y o u c a n d o t h at wit h e very sc h o ol i n t he u ni versity, b ut 
it re ally h as t o g o t o t h at a n d t he n y o u attr act t he st u de nts 
w h o are i ntereste d i n ser vi ng t he p o or.

This visi o n of a S pirit a n e d uc ati o n as “a di ff ere nt ki n d 
of a c a de mic e xc elle nc e ” c o m mitte d t o s er vi n g t h os e i n p o vert y 
m a de us c uri o us a b o ut w a ys t h at D u q ues ne U ni versit y f a c ult y are 
m ai nt ai ni n g t heir c o m mit me nt t o t hes e S pirit a n v al ues, as t he y 
s e e k t o d a y t o e d u c ate st u de nts w h o m a y h a ve little e x p erie nc e or 
u n derst a n di n g of t he pli g ht of m ar gi n aliz e d p e o ple. A c c or di n gl y, 
we pil ote d a w or ks h o p at D u q ues ne i n w hic h we as k e d f a c ult y 
t o re fle ct o n t heir c o m mit me nts, hi g hli g hti n g t hre e p e d a g o gic al 
str ate gies e mer gi n g fr o m o ur st u d y of S pirit a ns t h at c o n ne cte d 
a c a de mic e xc elle nc e wit h a c o m mit me nt t o t h os e li vi n g i n p o v -
ert y:

• a d dressi n g s yste mic iss ues of p o vert y fr o m a dis ci pli n ar y
p ers p e cti ve
• s p ar ki n g st u de nt e m p at h y t hr o u g h e nc o u nter a n d rel a -
ti o ns hi p b uil di n g wit h t h os e w h o are m ar gi n aliz e d
• de vel o pi n g c o m mit me nts t o a d v o c a c y “f or ” a n d “ wit h ”
t h os e w h o are m ar gi n aliz e d.

The p ositi ve i n p ut fr o m f a c ult y at t he w or ks h o p le d us 
t o a ne xt st a g e: i n viti n g f a c ult y fr o m a cr oss t he u ni versit y t o tell 
t heir o w n st ories a b o ut w a ys t h at t he y p ut S pirit a n p e d a g o g y i nt o 
pr a ctic e, p artic ul arl y i n rel ati o n t o t he iss ue of p o vert y a n d rel ate d 
f or ms of m ar gi n aliz ati o n.  F o urte e n f a c ult y s u b mitte d a t ot al of 
t hirte e n c o ntri b uti o ns. I n w h at f oll o ws, we will s h are t heir st ories 
gr o u p e d ar o u n d t he t hre e str ate gies. E a c h of t hes e p e d a g o gic al 
a p pr o a c hes a ffir ms t he S pirit a n c o m mit me nts t o a c a de mic e xc el -
le nc e a n d s oli d arit y wit h t h os e e x p erie nci n g p o vert y a n d ot her 
o p pressi o ns. W hile a u ni versit y c urric ul u m t h at atte m pts t o h o n or 
S pirit a n p e d a g o g y will e m br a c e all t hre e str ate gies, a p artic ul ar 
c o urs e mi g ht f o c us o n o ne or t w o str ate gies. E a c h of t hes e a p -
pr o a c hes i n here ntl y e n h a nc es t he ot hers, a n d t o g et her t he y dis pl a y 
t he ric h w a ys t h at f a c ult y a d dress t hes e critic al iss ues.  

1.  A D D R E S SI N G S Y S T E MI C I S S U E S O F P O V E R T Y
F R O M A DI S CI P LI N A R Y P E R S P E C TI V E

W hile c o m mit me nt t o e xc elle nc e i n o ne’s are a of e x p ertis e 
is c o m m o n t o e d uc at ors of all stri p es, “a di ff ere nt ki n d of e xc el-

le nc e ” i n t he S pirit a n m o de f e at ures i nstr u ct ors s e e ki n g t o hel p st u-
de nts u n derst a n d t he sit u ati o ns of t h os e m ar gi n aliz e d a n d i n p o v -
ert y w hile  a c q uiri n g dis ci pli n ar y c o m p ete nc e. Si nc e dis ci pli nes v ar y 
wi del y, a p pr o a c hes t o p o vert y will li k e wis e v ar y — b y dis ci pli ne as 
well as t hr o u g h t he cre ati vit y of e a c h te a c her. This s e cti o n pres e nts 
f o ur f a c ult y re fle cti o ns o n h o w e a c h i nc or p or ates his or her res p e c-
ti ve dis ci pli n ar y g o als, s u bje ct m atter, a n d t y pic al te a c hi n g pr a ctic es 
i nt o a f o c us e d e ff ort t o e n h a nc e t heir st u de nts’ u n derst a n di n g of 
p o vert y a n d t h os e w h o are c a u g ht wit hi n it.

First, s o ci ol o g y pr of ess or A nit a Z u b eri  dr a ws u p o n her 
dis ci pli ne’s c o m mit me nt t o s yste mic a n al ysis of t he r o ot c a us es of 
p o vert y, i nter prete d t hr o u g h a S pirit a n s e nsi bilit y: 

. . . My w or k e x a mi nes t he i ntersecti o n of ur b a n p o verty, r aci al 
i ne q u ality, a n d s oci al p olicy. I n p artic ul ar, I rese arc h h o w 
gr o wi ng u p i n a n i m p o veris he d neig h b or h o o d a ffects t he life 
c h a nces a n d o p p ort u nities of i n di vi d u als. I e x pl ore t he r aci al 
i ne q uity i n e x p os ure t o t hese m argi n ali ze d c o m m u nities. I als o 
assess t he r ole of h o usi ng p olicy i n cre ati ng a n d m ai nt ai ni ng 
t his i nj ustice, as well as t he p ote nti al f or i m pr o vi ng o p p ort u ni-
ties i n t hese c o m m u nities f or t he i n di vi d u als w h o li ve wit hi n 
t he m.  The S pirit a n v al ue of f oc usi ng o n p o verty, a n d o ur 
res p o nse t o it, is als o a f oc us of my te ac hi ng i n S oci ol og y. … 
G ai ni ng a dee per u n derst a n di ng of t he s oci al f orces at pl ay, st u -
de nts are a ble t o use s oci ol og y t o see t he i nj ustice prese nt wit hi n 
o ur s ociety, le ar n a b o ut h o w we atte m pt t o a d dress it t hr o ug h 
p olicy, a n d assess h o w well we are act u ally d oi ng t o i m pr o ve 
t he e x perie nce a n d o p p ort u nities of t h ose w h o are p o or.

S e c o n d, p hil os o p h y pr of ess or J a m es S wi n d al  n arr ates his 
e ff orts t o bri n g t he w or k of K arl M ar x i nt o c o n vers ati o n wit h S piri -
t a n i nter preters of M ar x, wit h res ults b ot h p ers o n all y ill u mi n ati n g 
a n d p e d a g o gic all y s u g g esti ve:

. . . [ W] he n I first c a me t o D u q ues ne’s P hil os o p hy de p art me nt, 
I w as kee nly i ntereste d i n le ar ni ng h o w t o w or k wit hi n a n d 
c o ntri b ute t o t he S pirit a n missi o n. Ac a de mic t h at I w as, I di d 
rese arc h o n se ver al of t he S pirit a n priests w h o h a d writte n i n 
my are as of disci pli n ary pers pecti ve: p hil os o p hy a n d t he ol og y. . 
. . .
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I w as p artic ul arly f asci n ate d by Fr. [ He nry] K ore n’s b o o k, 
M ar x a n d t he A ut he ntic M a n. I n it, he str o ngly e n d orses M ar x’s 
c o m mit me nt n ot o nly t o h u m a nis m b ut als o t o t he nee ds of t he p o or 
a n d o p presse d. . . . 

I h a d t a ug ht a c o urse e ntitle d M ar xis m a n d Critic al The ory 
f or se ver al ye ars at J o h n C arr oll U ni versity. No w wit h Fr. K ore n’s 
i ns pir ati o n, I m o di fie d t he c o urse t o e m p h asi ze n ot o nly t he pr o-
f u n dity of M ar x’s vie w of s oci al j ustice, b ut als o h o w p artic ul arly 
t he a ut he ntic h u m a nis m of M ar x’s a n alysis of l a b ori ng pers o ns is i n 
se ver al key w ays c o nsiste nt wit h t he S pirit a n c h aris m. 

[I n f ut ure te ac hi ng] I pl a n t o h a ve t he st u de nts als o t a ke a n o uti ng 
t o St. Nic h ol as Cr o ati a n C h urc h i n Mill v ale [ a city ne ar Pitts-
b urg h] t o see t he st u n ni ng m ur als of M a x o V a n k a, s uc h as “I m -
migr a nt M ot her R aises Her S o ns f or A meric a n I n d ustry” a n d “ The 
C a pit alist.” These m ur als de pict t he plig ht of w or kers as well as t he 
ulti m ate o p pressi o n of c a pit alis m: t he w arf are it e nge n ders wit h a 
terrif yi ng c ost o n t he m ost v ul ner a ble. . . . 

Thir d, m usic t her a p y pr ofess or N o a h P ot vi n  s h o ws h o w he us es 
st u de nts’ re q uire d c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt pr a ctic u m f or s ust ai ne d pr a c-
tic e of t he s kills of m usic t her a p y wit hi n st u de nt t her a pist- clie nt e nc o u n-
ters, c h ar a cteriz e d b y c o-res p o nsi bilit y a n d res p e ct f or e a c h i n di vi d u al’s 
u ni q ue p ers o n h o o d a n d st a k e h ol der r ole:

The m usic t her a py pr ogr a m i n t he M ary P a p pert Sc h o ol 
of M usic h as e m br ace d t he c alls f or c ult ur al res p o nsi vity a n d c ul -
t ur al h u mility w hic h c h alle nge he alt hc are pr ofessi o n als t o l oc ate 
t he msel ves, wit hi n et hic al b o u n d aries, fr o m t he u ni q ue pers pecti ves 
of e ac h p atie nt. . . . The c ul mi n ati o n of t his e ff ort is t he ye ar-l o ng 
C o m m u nity E ng age d Pr actic u m t a ke n by m usic t her a py se ni ors. I n 
t his c o urse, st u de nts pr o vi de cli nic al ser vices i n c o m m u nity- b ase d 
org a ni z ati o ns w here t he l a bels of “ m usic t her a pist” a n d “ p atie nt” 
are re pl ace d wit h “st a ke h ol ders” w herei n t here is a n e q u al s h ari ng of 
p o wer a n d age ncy a m o ng all i n t he s p ace.

O ne of t h ose c o m m u nity- b ase d sites is St. J ose p h’s Ho use of Hos pit al -
ity, a h o meless s helter f or me n o ver fifty- fi ve ye ars of age. Thr o ug h 
cli nic al s u per visi o n a n d critic al self-i n q uiries t h at hel p r o ot o ut 
i nter n ali ze d ass u m pti o ns a n d prej u dices, st u de nts a p pr o ac h t he 

w or k fr o m t he pers pecti ve of le ar ner i n a d diti o n t o e x pert. 
This, i n t ur n, e n a bles st u de nts t o u n derst a n d t he me n t hey 
w or k wit h as w h ole pers o ns t h at c a n n ot be re d uce d t o l a bels 
s uc h as “ h o meless” or “ me nt ally ill,” a n d i nste a d res pecte d as 
c ult ur al bei ngs wit h u ni q ue li ve d e x perie nces t o be ac k n o wl-
e dge d, res pecte d, a n d v ali d ate d. . . . 

 Fi n all y,  J e n nif er Elli ot des cri b es t he S c h o ol of P h ar -
m a c y’s us e of c o m m u nit y s etti n gs i n w hic h st u de nts o ff er he alt h 
s cre e ni n gs f or m ar gi n aliz e d p e o ple, all o wi n g st u de nts t o pr a ctic e 
k e y p h ar m a c e utic al s kills w hile i ncre asi n g t heir c ult ur al c o m p e -
te nc y:

All p h ar m acy st u de nts p artici p ate i n a c o m m u nity-e ng age d 
le ar ni ng ( C E L) c o urse, pr o vi di ng he alt h c are i n u n der-
ser ve d c o m m u nities a n d le ar ni ng s peci fic r aci al a n d et h nic 
a p pr o ac hes t o he alt h i nter ve nti o ns. St u de nts le ar n h o w 
t o a d dress ris k f act ors f ace d by c o m m u nities wit h he alt h 
dis p arities, pr o m ote he alt h e q uity, a n d li n k p atie nts wit h t he 
cli nic al c are t hey nee d a n d c o m m u nity res o urces. . . . 

A lt h o ug h st u de nts pr actice he alt h scree ni ngs i n a l a b set-
ti ng, t hese re al-life e x perie nces pr o vi de t he m t he o p p ort u nity 
t o b o ost t heir c o n fi de nce a n d i m pr o ve t heir s kills, i ncl u d-
i ng h o w t o c o m m u nic ate e ffecti vely a n d pr o vi de c ult ur ally 
se nsiti ve c are f or pe o ple fr o m c ult ures di ffere nt fr o m t heir 
o w n. F urt her, st u de nts de vel o p a n u n derst a n di ng of h o w 
c ult ure/ beliefs m ay i m p act p atie nts’ acce pt a nce of cert ai n 
ty pes of i nter ve nti o ns. Res ults of t he pre a n d p ost-test s ur veys 
s h o w sig ni fic a nt i ncre ases i n st u de nt c o n fi de nce i n pr o vi di ng 
c ult ur ally c o m pete nt c are.  

Wit hi n t he p artic ul arities of e a c h e d uc at or’s dis ci pli ne-
s p e ci fi c i nter preti ve m o des, pr ofessi o n al e x p e ct ati o ns a n d i n di-
vi d u al p e d a g o gic al a p pr o a c hes, s o me c o m m o n t hre a ds c a n b e 
dis c er ne d. All t he n arr at ors s h o w a c o nc er n t h at st u de nts c o me 
t o a p pre ci ate t he i n here nt di g nit y of e ver y h u m a n p ers o n a n d c ul-
ti v ate a c o m mit me nt t o t he well b ei n g of all. The y als o m a k e e vi-
de nt t h at e a c h of us li ves wit hi n p o werf ul s yste ms t h at dr a m ati -
c all y a ff e ct o ur p ote nti al t o fl o uris h, a n d t h at t h os e m ar gi n aliz e d 
a n d i n p o vert y are s yste mic all y de pri ve d of s uc h o p p ort u nities. 
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I w as p artic ul arly f asci n ate d by Fr. [ He nry] K ore n’s b o o k, 
M ar x a n d t he A ut he ntic M a n. I n it, he str o ngly e n d orses M ar x’s 
c o m mit me nt n ot o nly t o h u m a nis m b ut als o t o t he nee ds of t he p o or 
a n d o p presse d. . . . 

I h a d t a ug ht a c o urse e ntitle d M ar xis m a n d Critic al The ory 
f or se ver al ye ars at J o h n C arr oll U ni versity. No w wit h Fr. K ore n’s 
i ns pir ati o n, I m o di fie d t he c o urse t o e m p h asi ze n ot o nly t he pr o-
f u n dity of M ar x’s vie w of s oci al j ustice, b ut als o h o w p artic ul arly 
t he a ut he ntic h u m a nis m of M ar x’s a n alysis of l a b ori ng pers o ns is i n 
se ver al key w ays c o nsiste nt wit h t he S pirit a n c h aris m. 

[I n f ut ure te ac hi ng] I pl a n t o h a ve t he st u de nts als o t a ke a n o uti ng 
t o St. Nic h ol as Cr o ati a n C h urc h i n Mill v ale [ a city ne ar Pitts-
b urg h] t o see t he st u n ni ng m ur als of M a x o V a n k a, s uc h as “I m -
migr a nt M ot her R aises Her S o ns f or A meric a n I n d ustry” a n d “ The 
C a pit alist.” These m ur als de pict t he plig ht of w or kers as well as t he 
ulti m ate o p pressi o n of c a pit alis m: t he w arf are it e nge n ders wit h a 
terrif yi ng c ost o n t he m ost v ul ner a ble. . . . 

Thir d, m usic t her a p y pr ofess or N o a h P ot vi n  s h o ws h o w he us es 
st u de nts’ re q uire d c o m m u nit y e n g a g e me nt pr a ctic u m f or s ust ai ne d pr a c-
tic e of t he s kills of m usic t her a p y wit hi n st u de nt t her a pist- clie nt e nc o u n-
ters, c h ar a cteriz e d b y c o-res p o nsi bilit y a n d res p e ct f or e a c h i n di vi d u al’s 
u ni q ue p ers o n h o o d a n d st a k e h ol der r ole:

The m usic t her a py pr ogr a m i n t he M ary P a p pert Sc h o ol 
of M usic h as e m br ace d t he c alls f or c ult ur al res p o nsi vity a n d c ul -
t ur al h u mility w hic h c h alle nge he alt hc are pr ofessi o n als t o l oc ate 
t he msel ves, wit hi n et hic al b o u n d aries, fr o m t he u ni q ue pers pecti ves 
of e ac h p atie nt. . . . The c ul mi n ati o n of t his e ff ort is t he ye ar-l o ng 
C o m m u nity E ng age d Pr actic u m t a ke n by m usic t her a py se ni ors. I n 
t his c o urse, st u de nts pr o vi de cli nic al ser vices i n c o m m u nity- b ase d 
org a ni z ati o ns w here t he l a bels of “ m usic t her a pist” a n d “ p atie nt” 
are re pl ace d wit h “st a ke h ol ders” w herei n t here is a n e q u al s h ari ng of 
p o wer a n d age ncy a m o ng all i n t he s p ace.

O ne of t h ose c o m m u nity- b ase d sites is St. J ose p h’s Ho use of Hos pit al -
ity, a h o meless s helter f or me n o ver fifty- fi ve ye ars of age. Thr o ug h 
cli nic al s u per visi o n a n d critic al self-i n q uiries t h at hel p r o ot o ut 
i nter n ali ze d ass u m pti o ns a n d prej u dices, st u de nts a p pr o ac h t he 

w or k fr o m t he pers pecti ve of le ar ner i n a d diti o n t o e x pert. 
This, i n t ur n, e n a bles st u de nts t o u n derst a n d t he me n t hey 
w or k wit h as w h ole pers o ns t h at c a n n ot be re d uce d t o l a bels 
s uc h as “ h o meless” or “ me nt ally ill,” a n d i nste a d res pecte d as 
c ult ur al bei ngs wit h u ni q ue li ve d e x perie nces t o be ac k n o wl-
e dge d, res pecte d, a n d v ali d ate d. . . . 

 Fi n all y,  J e n nif er Elli ot des cri b es t he S c h o ol of P h ar -
m a c y’s us e of c o m m u nit y s etti n gs i n w hic h st u de nts o ff er he alt h 
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Elli ot’s a n d P ot vi n’s cli nic al w or k o ff ers st u de nts dire ct e x p erie nc e 
wit hi n s etti n gs w here t hes e s yste mic e ff e cts are e vi de nt. All t he st o -
r ytellers p oi nt as well t o w ar d p ossi bilities f or tr a nsf or me d s yste ms 
t h at w o ul d f oster gre ater e q uit y a n d c ulti v ate e ver y o ne’s p ote nti al 
f or p artici p ati o n. Z u b eri a n d S wi n d al f o c us o n t he us e of k e y te xts 
a n d d at a t o a n al y z e dis p arities fr o m s o ci al-s cie nc e a n d h u m a nis -
tic s o urc es, w hile P ot vi n te a c hes his st u de nts s p e ci fi c te c h ni q ues 
f or dis m a ntli n g tr a diti o n al, u ne q u al t her a pist- clie nt rel ati o ns hi ps 
a n d e n a cti n g m ore re ci pr o c al p atter ns, c o g niz a nt of c ult ur al a n d 
ps yc h ol o gic al f a ct ors a ff e cti n g t he de vel o p me nt of s uc h m ut u alit y. 
Elli ot us es k e y “t o ols of t he tr a de ” t o assist st u de nt p h ar m a cists 
i n g ai ni n g c o m p ete ncies vit al f or t heir pr ofessi o n. I n a d diti o n, 
S wi n d al o ff ers t he us e of art as a rei nf orci n g i nter preti ve s o urc e f or 
t he c ulti v ati o n of a ut he ntic all y h u m a nist attit u des. 

2. S P A R KI N G S T U D E N T E M P A T H Y T H R O U G H
E N C O U N T E R A N D R E L A TI O N S HI P B UI L DI N G
WI T H T H E   M A R GI N A LI Z E D

I n t his s e cti o n, we c o nsi der f a c ult y re fle cti o ns o n i nstr uc-
ti o n al pr a ctic es t h at f oster s o ci al e m p at h y i n st u de nts f or t he m ar-
gi n aliz e d a n d dis p oss ess e d. Eliz a b et h S e g el de fi nes s o ci al e m p at h y 
as “t he a bilit y t o u n derst a n d p e o ple b y p erc ei vi n g or e x p erie nc-
i n g t heir life sit u ati o ns a n d as a res ult g ai n i nsi g ht i nt o str uct ur al 
i ne q u alities an d  d is p arities.”  4  Ac c or di n g t o S e g el, t he t hre e c o m-
p o n e nts of s o ci al e m p at h y i n cl u d e “i n di vi d u al e m p at h y, c o nt e xt u al 
u n d erst a n di n g, a n d s o ci al r es p o nsi bilit y .” 5  E a c h of t h e fi v e f a c ult y 
re fle cti o ns i n t his s e cti o n t o uc h o n v ari o us as p e cts of f osteri n g 
s o ci al e m p at h y wit hi n st u de nts.

O ur first f a c ult y re fle cti o n a b o ut f osteri n g s o ci al e m p at h y 
c o mes fr o m a n e d uc ati o n pr ofess or.  Lis a L o p e z L e v ers  des cri b es 
g e n ui ne e m p at h y as a n o p p ort u nit y t o t a k e n otic e of a p ers o n ’s 
di g nit y as a c o ntri b ut or t o a re ci pr o c al rel ati o ns hi p, dr a wi n g o n her 
o w n e x p erie nc e. 

 . . . I n t he S pirit a n tr a diti o n, we t hi n k a b o ut gi vi ng t o t he 
p o or, te ac hi ng t he p o or, c ari ng f or t he p o or. We ofte n f ail t o 
c o nte m pl ate, i n t he act of gi vi ng, te ac hi ng, a n d c ari ng, h o w 
t hese acts are recei ve d, a n d, wit h h u mility, se nse h o w t he 
recei ver m ay be “ gi vi ng, te ac hi ng, a n d c ari ng” t o us. W hile [I 
w as] w or ki ng i n B ots w a n a, a p o orly p ai d gr o u n ds kee per w as 
h ar d at w or k, dig gi ng, i n t he h ot s u n. 

. . . I c o ul d see t h at he nee de d s o met hi ng t o dri n k, s o I p o ure d 
hi m a gl ass of j uice. W he n I o ffere d it t o hi m, he reg ar de d me 
c aref ully. Bef ore acce pti ng t he dri n k, he de m o nstr ati vely re -
m o ve d his gl o ves, c aref ully pl aci ng t he s p a de i n t he s oil. He t o o k 
t he dri n k, wit h gre at dig nity, a n d s at o n my st o o p. I re ali ze d 
t h at, i n his scr uti ny of me, he w as c o m m u nic ati ng t o me t h at 
he w as n ot acce pti ng c h arity — he w as all o wi ng me t o o ffer a n 
act of ki n d ness — all o wi ng me t o act wit h c o m p assi o n a n d l o ve. 
I t o o k n otice of hi m. This is di ffere nt fr o m c h arity. He g a ve t o 
me. He t a ug ht me. . . . 

The s e c o n d f a c ult y re fle cti o n c o mes fr o m C o urt n e y N o v o -
s at of t he E n glis h D e p art me nt. S he f osters st u de nt e m p at h y t hr o u g h 
usi n g liter at ure a b o ut t he pli g ht of i m mi gr a nts t o hel p st u de nts 
g ai n a c o nte xt u al u n derst a n di n g of i m mi gr ati o n t h at m o ves b e y o n d 
p o p ul ar stere ot y pic al dis c o urs e.

Te ac hi ng [I m agi n ati ve Liter at ure] o ffers a u ni q ue o p p ort u nity 
t o test t he p o wers of liter at ure t o f oster e m p at hy i n re a ders. . . . 

Gi ve n t he v ol atile r het oric a n d e nc o de d r acis m e m be d de d i n 
p u blic disc o urse a b o ut Me xic a n i m migr a nts, t his ter m my st u -
de nts re a d Hele n M ari a Vir a m o ntes’s “ U n der t he Feet of Jes us” 
( 1 9 9 5). F ull of i m mersi ve descri pti o ns of t he d aily e x pl oit ati o n 
of migr a nt Me xic a n f ar m w or kers, t he n o vel ce nters o n t he a b -
ject p o verty a n d discri mi n ati o n c hil dre n i n t hese f a milies f ace. 
. . . 
[ St u de nts] c h ose o ne of t he n o vel’s ce ntr al t he mes of m argi n al-
i z ati o n —c hil d p o verty, h o meless ness, or c hil d l a b or, f or e x-
a m ple —t o rese arc h f or a gr o u p writi ng pr oject. . . . 

St u de nts were f urt her t as ke d wit h prese nti ng t he plig ht of o ne 
c h ar acter fr o m t he n o vel t o c o m pel or pers u a de t heir re a ders 
t o w ar d acti o n. This assig n me nt as ks st u de nts t o e ng age wit h 
t he l a ng u age a n d i m agery of p o verty. It as ks t he m f urt her t o 
rec og ni ze a n d q uesti o n t he u nc h arit a ble, u nc hristi a n l a ng u age 
use d t o s pe a k a b o ut i m migr a nts fr o m a l argely C at h olic n a -
ti o n. Fi n ally, t hr o ug h t heir rese arc h disc o veries, it as ks t he m t o 
rec o nsi der, if n ot res h a pe t heir o w n pers pecti ves o n migr a nts, 
a n d ulti m ately o n c hil dre n det ai ne d at t he b or der.

A c o nte xt u al 
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of i m migr ati o n.
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I n o ur t hir d f a c ult y re fle cti o n, S o ci ol o g y pr ofess or A nit a Z u -
b eri des cri b es h o w s he f osters st u de nt e m p at h y b y c h alle n gi n g c ult ur al 
stere ot y p es a n d desi g ni n g e nc o u nters f or her st u de nts wit h a g e ncies 
s er vi n g t h os e w h o are m ar gi n aliz e d.

M a ny st u de nts w h o atte n d D u q ues ne d o n ot k n o w w h at it is li ke 
t o e x perie nce life i n p o verty. . . .   

I b uil d e m p at hy f or t he p o or i n my te ac hi ng t hr o ug h re a di ng 
c o nte m p or ary acc o u nts of p o verty writte n by s oci ol ogists, s uc h as 
$ 2 a D ay: Li vi ng o n Al m ost Not hi ng i n A meric a a n d E victe d: 
P o verty a n d Pr o fit i n t he City. These b o o ks f oc us o n t he p o orest 
h o use h ol ds . . . all o w st u de nts t o get e x p os ure t o t he li ve d e x peri -
e nce of p o verty . . . c h alle nge s ociet al stere oty pes of t he p o or . . . 
[ a n d] gi ve st u de nts a dee per u n derst a n di ng of t he circ u mst a nces of 
h o w pe o ple bec o me m argi n ali ze d i n s ociety. . . . 

St u de nts als o le ar n a b o ut t he p olicies a n d pr ogr a ms t h at ai m 
t o hel p t he p o or. . . I bri ng me m bers fr o m t he Pitts b urg h c o m-
m u nity w h o w or k wit h t he p o or i nt o t he cl assr o o m. . . . I als o 
h a ve st u de nts rese arc h l oc al age ncies t h at ser ve t he p o or a n d t he n 
s h are t heir k n o wle dge wit h t he rest of t he cl ass. St u de nts als o visit 
a l oc al h u m a n ser vice pr ogr a m t o g ai n e x p os ure t o h o w we as a 
s ociety ai m t o hel p t h ose i n nee d. Toget her, t hese e x perie nces all o w 
st u de nts t o g ai n a dee per u n derst a n di ng of t h ose w h o are m argi n-
ali ze d i n o ur c o m m u nity a n d begi n b uil di ng rel ati o ns hi ps wit h 
t he m.

 Pr ofess or  A m y M attil a fr o m O c c u p ati o n al Ther a p y o ff ers t he 
f o urt h f a c ult y re fle cti o n o n hel pi n g st u de nts t o de vel o p s o ci al e m p a-
t h y. Her st u de nts w or k wit h u n ders er ve d i n di vi d u als t o b uil d di git al 
st ories a b o ut t heir e x p erie nc es, t he s o ciet al c o nte xt, a n d a p pr o pri ate 
pr ofessi o n al res p o ns es t o t he ne e ds of t he i n di vi d u als.

O ne w ay I try t o hel p st u de nts u n derst a n d m argi n ali ze d p o p ul a -
ti o ns a n d b uil d rel ati o ns hi ps is t hr o ug h w h at we c all n arr ati ve 
re as o ni ng i n occ u p ati o n al t her a py. N arr ati ve re as o ni ng is w h at 
we use t o m a ke se nse of pe o ple’s p artic ul ar circ u mst a nces. It all o ws 
st u de nts t o b uil d e m p at hy by i m agi ni ng t he e ffect of ill ness, dis-
a bility, or occ u p ati o n al perf or m a nce pr o ble ms o n t heir d aily li ves, 
a n d cre ate a c oll a b or ati ve st ory wit h t he i n di vi d u al. 

. . . [ St u de nts] c o m plete a n assig n me nt, e ntirely ar o u n d 
n arr ati ve re as o ni ng, wit h a me m ber of t he c o m m u nity w h o 
is u n derser ve d i n s o me w ay. They b uil d t his st ory usi ng a 
digit al st orytelli ng pl atf or m ( W a kelet) a n d ulti m ately h a ve 
t he o p p ort u nity t o re flect o n t his o ver all e x perie nce. Not o nly 
d o t hey le ar n fr o m t he i n di vi d u al t he msel ves a b o ut t heir 
li ve d e x perie nce, b ut t hey b uil d t heir W a kelet by tryi ng 
t o u n derst a n d h o w s ociety vie ws t he i n di vi d u al, h o w t he 
pr ofessi o n mig ht vie w t he p o p ul ati o n, a n d e ve n h o w rese arc h 
or e vi de nce- b ase d pr actice m ay g ui de t he m i n w or ki ng wit h 
t hese clie nts. It is a n e x perie nce t h at I fi n d c o n nects t he m 
o n s o m a ny le vels a n d all o ws t he m t o b uil d e m p at hy i n a 
v ariety of w ays. . . .   

 Fi n all y,  Gr a c e Ors atti , a pr ofess or i n t he S c h o ol of L a w, 
c o ntri b utes o ur fift h f a c ult y re fle cti o n a b o ut b uil di n g e m p at h y 
t hr o u g h pre p ari n g st u de nts t o assist clie nts t h at c a n n ot a ff or d 
le g al s er vic es.  

. . . The Wills a n d He alt hc are Decisi o ns cli nic, li ke all l a w 
sc h o ol cli nics, h as t w o c o m p o ne nts: a se mi n ar c o m p o ne nt i n 
w hic h st u de nts p artici p ate i n cl assr o o m le ar ni ng acti vities 
a n d re flecti ve e xercises, a n d a fiel d w or k c o m p o ne nt w here 
st u de nts meet wit h clie nts t o dr aft wills, a d v a nce he alt h-
c are directi ves, a n d ot her est ate pl a n ni ng d oc u me nts. I n t he 
cl assr o o m, st u de nts le ar n clie nt-i nter vie wi ng tec h ni q ues t o 
pre p are f or clie nt disc ussi o ns a b o ut e n d of life pl a ns. E m -
p h asis is pl ace d o n t he f act t h at t he clie nt directs his or her 
o w n est ate pl a n--t he clie nt is t he ulti m ate decisi o n m a ker. 
St u de nts m ust t heref ore u n derst a n d a n d res pect t he clie nt’s 
pers pecti ve i n or der t o ser ve t heir nee ds w hile als o bei ng 
c og ni z a nt of t he l a wyer’s o blig ati o n t o c o u nsel a n d a d vise. 
Clie nt i nter vie ws prese nt a u ni q ue o p p ort u nity t o b uil d a 
rel ati o ns hi p bet wee n clie nt a n d st u de nt t hr o ug h c o n vers a-
ti o n.  To pre p are a n e ffecti ve est ate pl a n t h at meets t he cli-
e nt’s o bjecti ves it is necess ary f or t he st u de nt t o del ve dee ply 
i nt o t he clie nt’s a ff airs a n d u n derst a n d t he w orl d fr o m t he 
clie nt’s v a nt age p oi nt, a key t o de vel o pi ng e m p at hy. The 
st u de nt-clie nt rel ati o ns hi p re q uires a n ele me nt of tr ust by 
b ot h p arties--tr ust by t he st u de nt t h at t he clie nt is s h ari ng 
acc ur ate a n d c o m plete i nf or m ati o n, a n d tr ust by t he clie nt 
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I n o ur t hir d f a c ult y re fle cti o n, S o ci ol o g y pr ofess or A nit a Z u -
b eri des cri b es h o w s he f osters st u de nt e m p at h y b y c h alle n gi n g c ult ur al 
stere ot y p es a n d desi g ni n g e nc o u nters f or her st u de nts wit h a g e ncies 
s er vi n g t h os e w h o are m ar gi n aliz e d.

M a ny st u de nts w h o atte n d D u q ues ne d o n ot k n o w w h at it is li ke 
t o e x perie nce life i n p o verty. . . .   

I b uil d e m p at hy f or t he p o or i n my te ac hi ng t hr o ug h re a di ng 
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P o verty a n d Pr o fit i n t he City. These b o o ks f oc us o n t he p o orest 
h o use h ol ds . . . all o w st u de nts t o get e x p os ure t o t he li ve d e x peri -
e nce of p o verty . . . c h alle nge s ociet al stere oty pes of t he p o or . . . 
[ a n d] gi ve st u de nts a dee per u n derst a n di ng of t he circ u mst a nces of 
h o w pe o ple bec o me m argi n ali ze d i n s ociety. . . . 

St u de nts als o le ar n a b o ut t he p olicies a n d pr ogr a ms t h at ai m 
t o hel p t he p o or. . . I bri ng me m bers fr o m t he Pitts b urg h c o m-
m u nity w h o w or k wit h t he p o or i nt o t he cl assr o o m. . . . I als o 
h a ve st u de nts rese arc h l oc al age ncies t h at ser ve t he p o or a n d t he n 
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a l oc al h u m a n ser vice pr ogr a m t o g ai n e x p os ure t o h o w we as a 
s ociety ai m t o hel p t h ose i n nee d. Toget her, t hese e x perie nces all o w 
st u de nts t o g ai n a dee per u n derst a n di ng of t h ose w h o are m argi n-
ali ze d i n o ur c o m m u nity a n d begi n b uil di ng rel ati o ns hi ps wit h 
t he m.
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a n d cre ate a c oll a b or ati ve st ory wit h t he i n di vi d u al. 

. . . [ St u de nts] c o m plete a n assig n me nt, e ntirely ar o u n d 
n arr ati ve re as o ni ng, wit h a me m ber of t he c o m m u nity w h o 
is u n derser ve d i n s o me w ay. They b uil d t his st ory usi ng a 
digit al st orytelli ng pl atf or m ( W a kelet) a n d ulti m ately h a ve 
t he o p p ort u nity t o re flect o n t his o ver all e x perie nce. N ot o nly 
d o t hey le ar n fr o m t he i n di vi d u al t he msel ves a b o ut t heir 
li ve d e x perie nce, b ut t hey b uil d t heir W a kelet by tryi ng 
t o u n derst a n d h o w s ociety vie ws t he i n di vi d u al, h o w t he 
pr ofessi o n mig ht vie w t he p o p ul ati o n, a n d e ve n h o w rese arc h 
or e vi de nce- b ase d pr actice m ay g ui de t he m i n w or ki ng wit h 
t hese clie nts. It is a n e x perie nce t h at I fi n d c o n nects t he m 
o n s o m a ny le vels a n d all o ws t he m t o b uil d e m p at hy i n a 
v ariety of w ays. . . .   

 Fi n all y,  Gr a c e Ors atti , a pr of ess or i n t he S c h o ol of L a w, 
c o ntri b utes o ur fift h f a c ult y re fle cti o n a b o ut b uil di n g e m p at h y 
t hr o u g h pre p ari n g st u de nts t o assist clie nts t h at c a n n ot a ff or d 
le g al s er vic es.  

. . . The Wills a n d He alt hc are Decisi o ns cli nic, li ke all l a w 
sc h o ol cli nics, h as t w o c o m p o ne nts: a se mi n ar c o m p o ne nt i n 
w hic h st u de nts p artici p ate i n cl assr o o m le ar ni ng acti vities 
a n d re flecti ve e xercises, a n d a fiel d w or k c o m p o ne nt w here 
st u de nts meet wit h clie nts t o dr aft wills, a d v a nce he alt h-
c are directi ves, a n d ot her est ate pl a n ni ng d oc u me nts. I n t he 
cl assr o o m, st u de nts le ar n clie nt-i nter vie wi ng tec h ni q ues t o 
pre p are f or clie nt disc ussi o ns a b o ut e n d of life pl a ns. E m -
p h asis is pl ace d o n t he f act t h at t he clie nt directs his or her 
o w n est ate pl a n--t he clie nt is t he ulti m ate decisi o n m a ker. 
St u de nts m ust t heref ore u n derst a n d a n d res pect t he clie nt’s 
pers pecti ve i n or der t o ser ve t heir nee ds w hile als o bei ng 
c og ni z a nt of t he l a wyer’s o blig ati o n t o c o u nsel a n d a d vise. 
Clie nt i nter vie ws prese nt a u ni q ue o p p ort u nity t o b uil d a 
rel ati o ns hi p bet wee n clie nt a n d st u de nt t hr o ug h c o n vers a-
ti o n.  To pre p are a n e ffecti ve est ate pl a n t h at meets t he cli-
e nt’s o bjecti ves it is necess ary f or t he st u de nt t o del ve dee ply 
i nt o t he clie nt’s a ff airs a n d u n derst a n d t he w orl d fr o m t he 
clie nt’s v a nt age p oi nt, a key t o de vel o pi ng e m p at hy. The 
st u de nt-clie nt rel ati o ns hi p re q uires a n ele me nt of tr ust by 
b ot h p arties--tr ust by t he st u de nt t h at t he clie nt is s h ari ng 
acc ur ate a n d c o m plete i nf or m ati o n, a n d tr ust by t he clie nt 
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t h at t he st u de nt will act i n t he clie nt’s best i nterests. . . . 
The e d uc at ors i n t hes e fi ve re fle cti o ns, w hile m ai nt ai n -

i n g c o m mit me nts t o dis ci pli n ar y a p pr o a c hes a n d c o n ve nti o ns, 
de m o nstr ate t h at s o ci al e m p at h y is a s kill t h at i nstr uct ors c o m -
mitte d t o S pirit a n p e d a g o g y c a n c ulti v ate i n st u de nts. S o ci al 
e m p at h y i ncl u des de vel o pi n g p ers o n al e m p at h y, c o nte xt u al 
u n derst a n di n g, a n d a c o m mit me nt t o s o ci al res p o nsi bilit y. L e -
vers’s re fle cti o n des cri b es a S pirit a n a p pr o a c h t o b ei n g o p e n t o 
a n ot her p ers o n, v al ui n g his or her di g nit y, a n d welc o mi n g hi m 
or her as a m ut u al c o ntri b ut or of k n o wle d g e. W hile her re fle c -
ti o n hi nts at t he ne e d t o bre a k t he stere ot y pic al a p pr o a c h t h at 
rele g ates t he dis p oss ess e d as merel y re ci pie nts of c h arit y, N o v o -
s at a n d Z u b eri f urt her de vel o p t he i m p ort a nc e of a p pre ci ati n g 
a c o nte xt u al u n derst a n di n g of m ar gi n aliz ati o n t h at c o u nter -
a cts stere ot y p es. The y a c c o m plis h t his t hr o u g h t heir s ele cti o n 
of c o urs e re a di n gs t h at gi ve st u de nts a n i n dire ct o p p ort u nit y 
t o e m p at hiz e wit h t he e x p erie nc e of ot hers a n d a p pre ci ate a 
c o nte xt u al p ers p e cti ve of t he m ar gi n aliz e d.   Z u b eri, M attil a 
a n d Ors atti s h o w w a ys t h at i n dire ct cl assr o o m e nc o u nters c a n 
m o ve i nt o c o m m u nit y s etti n gs f or t he b e ne fit of s o ciet y. Th us, 
e a c h of t hes e f a c ult y re fle cti o ns c o ntri b utes v al u a ble i nsi g hts 
t h at S pirit a n e d uc at ors c a n us e t o c ulti v ate s o ci al e m p at h y i n 
st u de nts. 

3.  B UI L DI N G S KI L L S T O A D V O C A T E “ F O R ” A N D
“ WI T H ” T H O S E W H O A R E M A R GI N A LI Z E D

D u q ues ne U ni versit y is c o m mitte d t o c o m m u nit y 
e n g a g e me nt t hr o u g h “ m ut u all y b e ne fi ci al p art ners hi ps t h at 
a d v a nc e t he cit y, t he re gi o n a n d t he w orl d.”  6  I n c oll a b or ati o n 
wit h c o m m u nit y p art ners, f a c ult y cre ate c o m m u nit y- e n g a g e d 
le ar ni n g o p p ort u nities f or t heir st u de nts, rei nf orci n g c o urs e 
c o nte nt w hile a d dressi n g c o m m u nit y-i de nti fie d pri orities t o 
m a k e a p ositi ve a n d s ust ai n a ble di ff ere nc e i n t he li ves of cli -
e nts. St u de nts, f a c ult y, a n d c o m m u nit y p art ners s e e k t o e n g a g e 
i n a ut he ntic rel ati o ns hi ps of c ari n g a n d e m p at h y, re fle cti n g 
t he S pirit a n tr a diti o n of w or ki n g t o g et her f or t he c o m m o n 
g o o d. Thr o u g h t hes e c ari n g rel ati o ns hi ps, st u de nts a c q uire 
m oti v ati o n a n d a bilities t o a d v o c ate f or a n d wit h t h os e t he y 
s er ve. W hile e m p at h y pr o vi des a str o n g f o u n d ati o n f or r aisi n g 
s yste mic q uesti o ns, t he de vel o p me nt of a d v o c a c y s kills is a f ur-
t her, vit al as p e ct of a c a de mic e xc elle nc e i n t he S pirit a n m o de. 

N ursi n g f a c ult y M el a ni e T ur k a n d C y nt hi a Walt ers  des cri b e t he 
pr o c ess f or fres h m a n n ursi n g st u de nts w h o i de ntif y a n d le ar n c o m ple x 
pr o ble ms ass o ci ate d wit h p o vert y, le a di n g t he m t hr o u g h a c o nte m pl ati ve 
pr o c ess t o c o nsi der h o w t o pr o vi de he alt h c are i n a h olistic w a y.

Sc h o ol of N ursi ng f ac ulty g ui de a fiftee n-ye ar ser vice-le ar ni ng p art -
ners hi p bet wee n t he City of Pitts b urg h, P ar ks a n d Recre ati o n, a n d 
C o m m u nity E nric h me nt Pr ogr a m O ffice.  M ore t h a n t w o h u n dre d 
fres h me n n ursi ng st u de nts [visit] si x Pitts b urg h P u blic Sc h o ols a n n u-
ally.  This p art ners hi p begi ns t o pre p are n ursi ng st u de nts . . . t o ser ve 
as a d v oc ates f or ele me nt ary sc h o ol st u de nts, li vi ng i n di verse s oci oec o -
n o mic are as. . . . 

. . . N ursi ng st u de nts see . . . f ar re ac hi ng p hysic al a n d me nt al he alt h 
iss ues c hil dre n li vi ng i n p o verty, tr a nsie nce, a n d disl oc ati o n f ace . . 
. [ a n d h a ve] t he u ni q ue o p p ort u nity t o directly i nter act wit h sc h o ol-
age d c hil dre n, pr o vi de cl assr o o m s u p p ort t o te ac hers, a n d assist s oci al 
w or kers a n d sc h o ol n urses t o a d v oc ate f or i m pr o ve d he alt h o utc o mes 
f or t he f a milies a n d t heir c o m m u nities. . . . St u de nts [le ar n] c o m m o n 
he alt h nee ds a n d dis p arities st u de nts, t heir f a milies a n d s urr o u n di ng 
c o m m u nities [f ace]. . . . Wee kly re flecti o ns ser ve as a n o p p ort u nity f or 
t hese f ut ure n urses t o i de ntif y a n d le ar n . . . c o m ple x pr o ble ms ass oci-
ate d wit h p o verty a n d c o nte m pl ate o p p ort u nities t o pr o vi de he alt h c are 
fr o m a h olistic pers pecti ve. 

He alt h A d mi nistr ati o n a n d P u blic He alt h pr ofess ors 
Br e n d a S w a ns o n- Bi e a r m a n  a n d F ai n a Li n k o v  i ntr o d uc e p o vert y t o t heir 
st u de nts t hr o u g h a n i nter a cti ve si m ul ati o n e xercis e, all o wi n g t he m t o s e e 
p o vert y fr o m v ari o us p ers p e cti ves, dis c uss p ote nti al f or c h a n g e wit hi n 
t he c o m m u nit y, a n d b e c o me a d v o c ates f or t h os e li vi n g o n t he m ar gi ns of 
s o ciet y.

[I n t he R a ng os Sc h o ol of He alt h Scie nces c urric ul u m] p o verty is 
prese nte d as a n i m p ort a nt e pi de mi ol ogic ris k f act or f or a d verse he alt h 
o utc o mes i n p u blic he alt h rel ate d c o urses. W hile te ac hi ng a b o ut p o ver -
ty, t here is a n i m p ort a nt e m p h asis o n t he f act t h at it is n ot a n i n di vi d-
u al c h oice, b ut a vici o us cycle t h at ofte nti mes c o ntri b utes t o p o verty. 
By u n derst a n di ng t he vici o us cycle of p o verty, st u de nts are le ar ni ng t o 
e m p at hi ze wit h pe o ple a ffecte d by p o verty a n d h o meless ness.

D uri ng t he si m ul ati o n e xercise, p artici p a nts r ole- pl ay t he li ves of l o w 
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t h at t he st u de nt will act i n t he clie nt’s best i nterests. . . . 
The e d uc at ors i n t hes e fi ve re fle cti o ns, w hile m ai nt ai n -

i n g c o m mit me nts t o dis ci pli n ar y a p pr o a c hes a n d c o n ve nti o ns, 
de m o nstr ate t h at s o ci al e m p at h y is a s kill t h at i nstr uct ors c o m -
mitte d t o S pirit a n p e d a g o g y c a n c ulti v ate i n st u de nts. S o ci al 
e m p at h y i ncl u des de vel o pi n g p ers o n al e m p at h y, c o nte xt u al 
u n derst a n di n g, a n d a c o m mit me nt t o s o ci al res p o nsi bilit y. L e -
vers’s re fle cti o n des cri b es a S pirit a n a p pr o a c h t o b ei n g o p e n t o 
a n ot her p ers o n, v al ui n g his or her di g nit y, a n d welc o mi n g hi m 
or her as a m ut u al c o ntri b ut or of k n o wle d g e. W hile her re fle c -
ti o n hi nts at t he ne e d t o bre a k t he stere ot y pic al a p pr o a c h t h at 
rele g ates t he dis p oss ess e d as merel y re ci pie nts of c h arit y, N o v o -
s at a n d Z u b eri f urt her de vel o p t he i m p ort a nc e of a p pre ci ati n g 
a c o nte xt u al u n derst a n di n g of m ar gi n aliz ati o n t h at c o u nter -
a cts stere ot y p es. The y a c c o m plis h t his t hr o u g h t heir s ele cti o n 
of c o urs e re a di n gs t h at gi ve st u de nts a n i n dire ct o p p ort u nit y 
t o e m p at hiz e wit h t he e x p erie nc e of ot hers a n d a p pre ci ate a 
c o nte xt u al p ers p e cti ve of t he m ar gi n aliz e d.   Z u b eri, M attil a 
a n d Ors atti s h o w w a ys t h at i n dire ct cl assr o o m e nc o u nters c a n 
m o ve i nt o c o m m u nit y s etti n gs f or t he b e ne fit of s o ciet y. Th us, 
e a c h of t hes e f a c ult y re fle cti o ns c o ntri b utes v al u a ble i nsi g hts 
t h at S pirit a n e d uc at ors c a n us e t o c ulti v ate s o ci al e m p at h y i n 
st u de nts. 

3.  B UI L DI N G S KI L L S T O A D V O C A T E “ F O R ” A N D
“ WI T H ” T H O S E W H O A R E M A R GI N A LI Z E D

D u q ues ne U ni versit y is c o m mitte d t o c o m m u nit y 
e n g a g e me nt t hr o u g h “ m ut u all y b e ne fi ci al p art ners hi ps t h at 
a d v a nc e t he cit y, t he re gi o n a n d t he w orl d.”  6  I n c oll a b or ati o n 
wit h c o m m u nit y p art ners, f a c ult y cre ate c o m m u nit y- e n g a g e d 
le ar ni n g o p p ort u nities f or t heir st u de nts, rei nf orci n g c o urs e 
c o nte nt w hile a d dressi n g c o m m u nit y-i de nti fie d pri orities t o 
m a k e a p ositi ve a n d s ust ai n a ble di ff ere nc e i n t he li ves of cli -
e nts. St u de nts, f a c ult y, a n d c o m m u nit y p art ners s e e k t o e n g a g e 
i n a ut he ntic rel ati o ns hi ps of c ari n g a n d e m p at h y, re fle cti n g 
t he S pirit a n tr a diti o n of w or ki n g t o g et her f or t he c o m m o n 
g o o d. Thr o u g h t hes e c ari n g rel ati o ns hi ps, st u de nts a c q uire 
m oti v ati o n a n d a bilities t o a d v o c ate f or a n d wit h t h os e t he y 
s er ve. W hile e m p at h y pr o vi des a str o n g f o u n d ati o n f or r aisi n g 
s yste mic q uesti o ns, t he de vel o p me nt of a d v o c a c y s kills is a f ur-
t her, vit al as p e ct of a c a de mic e xc elle nc e i n t he S pirit a n m o de. 

N ursi n g f a c ult y M el a ni e T u r k a n d C y nt hi a Walt ers  des cri b e t he 
pr o c ess f or fres h m a n n ursi n g st u de nts w h o i de ntif y a n d le ar n c o m ple x 
pr o ble ms ass o ci ate d wit h p o vert y, le a di n g t he m t hr o u g h a c o nte m pl ati ve 
pr o c ess t o c o nsi der h o w t o pr o vi de he alt h c are i n a h olistic w a y.

Sc h o ol of N ursi ng f ac ulty g ui de a fiftee n-ye ar ser vice-le ar ni ng p art -
ners hi p bet wee n t he City of Pitts b urg h, P ar ks a n d Recre ati o n, a n d 
C o m m u nity E nric h me nt Pr ogr a m O ffice.  M ore t h a n t w o h u n dre d 
fres h me n n ursi ng st u de nts [ visit] si x Pitts b urg h P u blic Sc h o ols a n n u-
ally.  This p art ners hi p begi ns t o pre p are n ursi ng st u de nts . . . t o ser ve 
as a d v oc ates f or ele me nt ary sc h o ol st u de nts, li vi ng i n di verse s oci oec o -
n o mic are as. . . . 

. . . N ursi ng st u de nts see . . . f ar re ac hi ng p hysic al a n d me nt al he alt h 
iss ues c hil dre n li vi ng i n p o verty, tr a nsie nce, a n d disl oc ati o n f ace . . 
. [ a n d h a ve] t he u ni q ue o p p ort u nity t o directly i nter act wit h sc h o ol-
age d c hil dre n, pr o vi de cl assr o o m s u p p ort t o te ac hers, a n d assist s oci al 
w or kers a n d sc h o ol n urses t o a d v oc ate f or i m pr o ve d he alt h o utc o mes 
f or t he f a milies a n d t heir c o m m u nities. . . . St u de nts [le ar n] c o m m o n 
he alt h nee ds a n d dis p arities st u de nts, t heir f a milies a n d s urr o u n di ng 
c o m m u nities [f ace]. . . . Wee kly re flecti o ns ser ve as a n o p p ort u nity f or 
t hese f ut ure n urses t o i de ntif y a n d le ar n . . . c o m ple x pr o ble ms ass oci-
ate d wit h p o verty a n d c o nte m pl ate o p p ort u nities t o pr o vi de he alt h c are 
fr o m a h olistic pers pecti ve. 

He alt h A d mi nistr ati o n a n d P u blic He alt h pr of ess ors 
Br e n d a S w a ns o n- Bi e a r m a n  a n d F ai n a Li n k o v  i ntr o d u c e p o vert y t o t heir 
st u de nts t hr o u g h a n i nter a cti ve si m ul ati o n e xercis e, all o wi n g t he m t o s e e 
p o vert y fr o m v ari o us p ers p e cti ves, dis c uss p ote nti al f or c h a n g e wit hi n 
t he c o m m u nit y, a n d b e c o me a d v o c ates f or t h os e li vi n g o n t he m ar gi ns of 
s o ciet y.

[I n t he R a ng os Sc h o ol of He alt h Scie nces c urric ul u m] p o verty is 
prese nte d as a n i m p ort a nt e pi de mi ol ogic ris k f act or f or a d verse he alt h 
o utc o mes i n p u blic he alt h rel ate d c o urses. W hile te ac hi ng a b o ut p o ver -
ty, t here is a n i m p ort a nt e m p h asis o n t he f act t h at it is n ot a n i n di vi d-
u al c h oice, b ut a vici o us cycle t h at ofte nti mes c o ntri b utes t o p o verty. 
By u n derst a n di ng t he vici o us cycle of p o verty, st u de nts are le ar ni ng t o 
e m p at hi ze wit h pe o ple a ffecte d by p o verty a n d h o meless ness.

D uri ng t he si m ul ati o n e xercise, p artici p a nts r ole- pl ay t he li ves of l o w 
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i nc o me f a milies. They are assig ne d t o f a mily u nits a n d h a ve 
t he stressf ul t as k of pr o vi di ng f or b asic necessities a n d s helter 
o n a li mite d b u dget d uri ng t he c o urse of f o ur 1 5- mi n ute 
“ wee ks.” E ac h f a mily tries t o pr o vi de f o o d, s helter a n d ot her 
b asic necessities, i ncl u di ng he alt h c are nee ds, f or t he msel ves 
a n d t heir l o ve d o nes. The si m ul ati o n e n a bles p artici p a nts t o 
l o o k at p o verty fr o m a v ariety of a ngles a n d t he n t o disc uss 
t he p ote nti al f or c h a nge wit hi n t heir l oc al c o m m u nities. It 
w as desig ne d t o se nsiti ze t h ose w h o fre q ue ntly de al wit h 
l o w-i nc o me f a milies, as well as t o cre ate a br o a der a w are-
ness of t he re alities of p o verty a m o ng p olicy m a kers, c o m m u -
nity le a ders, a n d ot hers.

The D ire ct or of t he C e nter f or E n vir o n me nt al 
R es e arc h a n d E d uc ati o n, J o h n F. St ol z , des cri b es a l a b he h as 
b e e n c o n d ucti n g t o s ur ve y well w ater q u alit y i n Wester n Pe n n -
s yl v a ni a i n are as wit h u nc o n ve nti o n al g as drilli n g.

He pr o vi des t his i nf or m ati o n t o resi de nts t o hel p t he m 
a d v o c ate f or cle a n w ater a n d i ns pires his st u de nts wit h a s e ns e of 
c o m m u nit y.

. . . Gr a d u ate st u de nts i n t he E n vir o n me nt al Scie nce a n d 
M a n age me nt m aster’s degree pr ogr a m . . . [ w or k] wit h 
m a ny c o m m u nities acr oss Pe n nsyl v a ni a. . . . [ O ne] hel pe d 
a n A mis h c o m m u nity i n W arre n C o u nty get a m or at o -
ri u m o n bri ni ng of t heir r o a ds wit h oil a n d g as w aste. . . . 
I n Gr a nt To w ns hi p (I n di a n a C o u nty) we teste d 4 1 of t he 
c o m m u nity’s w ater wells pr o vi di ng t he m wit h b aseli ne d at a 
pri or t o t he o pe ni ng of a n i njecti o n well f acility use d f or 
oil a n d g as w aste. . . . I n B utler C o u nty o ur testi ng res ults 
h a ve bee n use d i n leg al testi m o ny f or f a milies w h o l ost t heir 
w ater wells a n d rely o n a v ol u nteer w ater dri ve f or t heir 
dri n ki ng w ater. Testi m o ny I pr o vi de d t o me m bers of t he 
Se nec a N ati o n tri b al c o u ncil hel pe d t he m t o pre ve nt t he 
c o nstr ucti o n of a n e x peri me nt al bri ne tre at me nt pl a nt i n 
C o u ders p ort, P A. Its l oc ati o n p ose d a t hre at t o t he he a d w a -
ters of t he Alleg he ny Ri ver a n d t he Alleg he ny Reser v oir. The 
st u dy is a d v a nci ng t he scie nce, e d uc ati ng pe o ple a b o ut t heir 
w ater, assisti ng t h ose h ar me d by oil a n d g as acti vities, a n d 
i nstilli ng a se nse of c o m m u nity i n t he st u de nts.

Fi n all y, O c c u p ati o n al Ther a p y f a c ult y me m b er A n n e 
M a ri e W. H a ns e n  g ui des st u de nts t o pr a ctic e cli nic al re as o n-
i n g s kills w hile me eti n g t he pri orities a n d ne e ds of m ar gi n aliz e d 
p o p ul ati o ns t hr o u g h te a c hi n g t he m life s kills a n d liste ni n g t o 
t he st ories of i nj ustic es t he y f a c e. Thr o u g h t his pr o c ess, st u de nts 
m o ve fr o m e m p at h y t o a de e p desire t o a d v o c ate f or j ustic e f or 
a n d wit h t h os e t he y s er ve.

Occ u p ati o n al Ther a py st u de nts le ar n cli nic al re as o ni ng w hile 
de vel o pi ng occ u p ati o n-f oc use d pr ogr a m mi ng f or u n derser ve d 
a n d m argi n ali ze d pe o ple i n t he c o m m u nity. St u de nts p art -
ner wit h c o m m u nity age ncies ser vi ng h o meless w ar veter a ns, 
a b use d w o me n li vi ng i n a h o meless s helter, e x- o ffe n ders a n d 
a d ults wit h se vere p hysic al a n d i ntellect u al dis a bilities.

St u de nts access st a ff a n d clie nts’ s oci al, occ u p ati o n al a n d 
f u ncti o n al pri orities a n d nee ds, a n d t oget her cre ate a n d 
c arry o ut a 1 2- wee k pr ogr a m t o a d dress i de nti fie d nee ds. 
St u de nts liste n t o clie nt st ories, gr o wi ng c ari ng, c ult ur ally 
se nsiti ve rel ati o ns hi ps, a n d h u m bly begi n t o u n derst a n d life 
fr o m a very di ffere nt pers pecti ve i ncl u di ng r aci al a n d s oci al 
i nj ustices clie nts f ace. St u de nts ac q uire e m p at hy, c o m p assi o n 
a n d u n derst a n di ng. They cre ate a n d c arry o ut a n a d v oc acy 
pl a n t o a d dress i nj ustices. E x perie nces o pe n t heir eyes t o life 
o n t he m argi ns, c h a ngi ng t heir attit u des t o w ar d u n derser ve d 
pe o ple, m o vi ng t o a d v oc ate f or j ustice wit h t he m.

Thes e f o ur e x a m ples of c o m m u nit y- e n g a g e d p e d a g o g y 
e xe m plif y f a c ult y w h o are a d dressi n g a c o m m o n t he me of de -
vel o pi n g rel ati o ns hi ps wit h t h os e o n t he m ar gi ns t hr o u g h w hic h 
st u de nts de vel o p e m p at h y, w hile als o e nteri n g i nt o t he str u g gle 
f or j ustic e b y b e c o mi n g a d v o c ates f or a n d wit h m ar gi n aliz e d 
p o p ul ati o ns. F ut ure n urs es i de ntif y a n d le ar n c o m ple x pr o ble ms 
ass o ci ate d wit h p o vert y a n d c o nte m pl ate o p p ort u nities t o pr o vi de 
he alt h c are fr o m a h olistic p ers p e cti ve.  He alt h s cie nc es st u de nts 
l o o k at p o vert y fr o m a v ariet y of a n gles t hr o u g h a si m ul ati o n 
e xercis e a n d dis c uss t he p ote nti al f or c h a n g e wit hi n t heir l o c al 
c o m m u nities, le ar ni n g t o b e c o me a d v o c ates. Bi ol o gic al s cie nc e 
st u de nts e d uc ate l o c al citiz e ns a b o ut t heir w ater, assisti n g t h os e 
h ar me d b y oil a n d g as a cti vities, a n d g ai n a s e ns e of c o m m u -
nit y wit h t he citiz e ns. O c c u p ati o n al t her a p y st u de nts h o ne t heir 
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i nc o me f a milies. They are assig ne d t o f a mily u nits a n d h a ve 
t he stressf ul t as k of pr o vi di ng f or b asic necessities a n d s helter 
o n a li mite d b u dget d uri ng t he c o urse of f o ur 1 5- mi n ute 
“ wee ks.” E ac h f a mily tries t o pr o vi de f o o d, s helter a n d ot her 
b asic necessities, i ncl u di ng he alt h c are nee ds, f or t he msel ves 
a n d t heir l o ve d o nes. The si m ul ati o n e n a bles p artici p a nts t o 
l o o k at p o verty fr o m a v ariety of a ngles a n d t he n t o disc uss 
t he p ote nti al f or c h a nge wit hi n t heir l oc al c o m m u nities. It 
w as desig ne d t o se nsiti ze t h ose w h o fre q ue ntly de al wit h 
l o w-i nc o me f a milies, as well as t o cre ate a br o a der a w are-
ness of t he re alities of p o verty a m o ng p olicy m a kers, c o m m u -
nity le a ders, a n d ot hers.

The D ire ct or of t he C e nter f or E n vir o n me nt al 
R es e arc h a n d E d uc ati o n, J o h n F. St ol z , des cri b es a l a b he h as 
b e e n c o n d u cti n g t o s ur ve y well w ater q u alit y i n Wester n Pe n n -
s yl v a ni a i n are as wit h u nc o n ve nti o n al g as drilli n g.

He pr o vi des t his i nf or m ati o n t o resi de nts t o hel p t he m 
a d v o c ate f or cle a n w ater a n d i ns pires his st u de nts wit h a s e ns e of 
c o m m u nit y.

. . . Gr a d u ate st u de nts i n t he E n vir o n me nt al Scie nce a n d 
M a n age me nt m aster’s degree pr ogr a m . . . [ w or k] wit h 
m a ny c o m m u nities acr oss Pe n nsyl v a ni a. . . . [ O ne] hel pe d 
a n A mis h c o m m u nity i n W arre n C o u nty get a m or at o -
ri u m o n bri ni ng of t heir r o a ds wit h oil a n d g as w aste. . . . 
I n Gr a nt To w ns hi p (I n di a n a C o u nty) we teste d 4 1 of t he 
c o m m u nity’s w ater wells pr o vi di ng t he m wit h b aseli ne d at a 
pri or t o t he o pe ni ng of a n i njecti o n well f acility use d f or 
oil a n d g as w aste. . . . I n B utler C o u nty o ur testi ng res ults 
h a ve bee n use d i n leg al testi m o ny f or f a milies w h o l ost t heir 
w ater wells a n d rely o n a v ol u nteer w ater dri ve f or t heir 
dri n ki ng w ater. Testi m o ny I pr o vi de d t o me m bers of t he 
Se nec a N ati o n tri b al c o u ncil hel pe d t he m t o pre ve nt t he 
c o nstr ucti o n of a n e x peri me nt al bri ne tre at me nt pl a nt i n 
C o u ders p ort, P A. Its l oc ati o n p ose d a t hre at t o t he he a d w a -
ters of t he Alleg he ny Ri ver a n d t he Alleg he ny Reser v oir. The 
st u dy is a d v a nci ng t he scie nce, e d uc ati ng pe o ple a b o ut t heir 
w ater, assisti ng t h ose h ar me d by oil a n d g as acti vities, a n d 
i nstilli ng a se nse of c o m m u nity i n t he st u de nts.

Fi n all y, O c c u p ati o n al Ther a p y f a c ult y me m b er A n n e 
M a ri e W. H a ns e n  g ui des st u de nts t o pr a ctic e cli nic al re as o n-
i n g s kills w hile me eti n g t he pri orities a n d ne e ds of m ar gi n aliz e d 
p o p ul ati o ns t hr o u g h te a c hi n g t he m lif e s kills a n d liste ni n g t o 
t he st ories of i nj ustic es t he y f a c e. Thr o u g h t his pr o c ess, st u de nts 
m o ve fr o m e m p at h y t o a de e p desire t o a d v o c ate f or j ustic e f or 
a n d wit h t h os e t he y s er ve.

Occ u p ati o n al Ther a py st u de nts le ar n cli nic al re as o ni ng w hile 
de vel o pi ng occ u p ati o n-f oc use d pr ogr a m mi ng f or u n derser ve d 
a n d m argi n ali ze d pe o ple i n t he c o m m u nity. St u de nts p art -
ner wit h c o m m u nity age ncies ser vi ng h o meless w ar veter a ns, 
a b use d w o me n li vi ng i n a h o meless s helter, e x- o ffe n ders a n d 
a d ults wit h se vere p hysic al a n d i ntellect u al dis a bilities.

St u de nts access st a ff a n d clie nts’ s oci al, occ u p ati o n al a n d 
f u ncti o n al pri orities a n d nee ds, a n d t oget her cre ate a n d 
c arry o ut a 1 2- wee k pr ogr a m t o a d dress i de nti fie d nee ds. 
St u de nts liste n t o clie nt st ories, gr o wi ng c ari ng, c ult ur ally 
se nsiti ve rel ati o ns hi ps, a n d h u m bly begi n t o u n derst a n d life 
fr o m a very di ffere nt pers pecti ve i ncl u di ng r aci al a n d s oci al 
i nj ustices clie nts f ace. St u de nts ac q uire e m p at hy, c o m p assi o n 
a n d u n derst a n di ng. They cre ate a n d c arry o ut a n a d v oc acy 
pl a n t o a d dress i nj ustices. E x perie nces o pe n t heir eyes t o life 
o n t he m argi ns, c h a ngi ng t heir attit u des t o w ar d u n derser ve d 
pe o ple, m o vi ng t o a d v oc ate f or j ustice wit h t he m.

Thes e f o ur e x a m ples of c o m m u nit y- e n g a g e d p e d a g o g y 
e xe m plif y f a c ult y w h o are a d dressi n g a c o m m o n t he me of de -
vel o pi n g rel ati o ns hi ps wit h t h os e o n t he m ar gi ns t hr o u g h w hic h 
st u de nts de vel o p e m p at h y, w hile als o e nteri n g i nt o t he str u g gle 
f or j ustic e b y b e c o mi n g a d v o c ates f or a n d wit h m ar gi n aliz e d 
p o p ul ati o ns. F ut ure n urs es i de ntif y a n d le ar n c o m ple x pr o ble ms 
ass o ci ate d wit h p o vert y a n d c o nte m pl ate o p p ort u nities t o pr o vi de 
he alt h c are fr o m a h olistic p ers p e cti ve.  He alt h s cie nc es st u de nts 
l o o k at p o vert y fr o m a v ariet y of a n gles t hr o u g h a si m ul ati o n 
e xercis e a n d dis c uss t he p ote nti al f or c h a n g e wit hi n t heir l o c al 
c o m m u nities, le ar ni n g t o b e c o me a d v o c ates. Bi ol o gic al s cie nc e 
st u de nts e d u c ate l o c al citiz e ns a b o ut t heir w ater, assisti n g t h os e 
h ar me d b y oil a n d g as a cti vities, a n d g ai n a s e ns e of c o m m u -
nit y wit h t he citiz e ns. O c c u p ati o n al t her a p y st u de nts h o ne t heir 
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E N D N O T E S

1.  Thr o u g h o ut S pirit a n lit er at ure, a ut h ors ref er t o “t he p o or ” w he n l a b eli n g p e o ple
e x p erie nci n g p o vert y a n d p e o ple li vi n g o n t he m ar gi ns of s o ciet y a n d t h os e w h o
are u n-s er ve d or u n d ers er ve d.  I n t his ess a y, we are tr yi n g t o bre a k a w a y fr o m
o bje ctif yi n g p e o ple as “t he p o or ” b y n a mi n g t he m as “ p e o ple ” first. H o we ver, t he
ori gi n al st or y pr o m pt we o ff ere d t o D u q u es ne U ni versit y f a c ult y i ncl u d e d t he
l a b els “t he p o or,” “t he m ar gi n aliz e d,” a n d si mil ar t er ms.

2.  H a ns e n, St e ve n, A n ne M arie Wit c h g er H a ns e n a n d M a ure e n O’ Brie n, “ S piri -
t a n C h aris m, V o c ati o n al C o m mit me nt, a n d ‘ A Di ff ere nt Ki n d of E x c elle nc e’: A
St u d y of S pirit a n E d u c at ors,” S pirit a n H ori z o ns  1 4 ( 2 0 1 9) 2 0 1- 2 1 9, retrie ve d fr o m
htt ps:// dsc. d u q.e d u/s pirit a n- h ori z o ns/ v ol 1 4/iss 1 4/ 1 7 .

3. J o h n Pa ul II, S ollicit u d o Rei S oci alis 3 8; htt p:// w w w. v atic a n. v a/c o nte nt/j o h n- p a ul-ii/
e n/e ncyclic als/ d oc u me nts/ hf _j p-ii _ e nc _ 3 0 1 2 1 9 8 7 _s ollicit u d o-rei-s oci alis. ht ml .
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   (

cli nic al re as o ni n g s kills w hile de vel o pi n g rel ati o ns hi ps wit h a n d 
e m p at h y f or t h os e t he y s er ve. Thr o u g h t hes e rel ati o ns hi ps, t he y 
m o ve t o a d v o c ate f or j ustic e f or a n d wit h t hes e p e o ple. 

C O N C L U SI O N
C at h olic s o ci al te a c hi n g c o nsiste ntl y e m p h asiz es a 

“ prefere nti al o pti o n f or t he p o or,” gr o u n de d i n f ait h i n a G o d 
w h o c o nti n u all y he ars a n d res p o n ds t o t he cries of t h os e w h o 
are m ar gi n aliz e d a n d f or g otte n ( Ps al m 3 4: 1 7). F urt her, “ The 
pri m ar y p ur p os e of t his s p e ci al c o m mit me nt t o t he p o or is t o 
e n a ble t he m t o b e c o me a cti ve p artici p a nts i n t he life of s o ciet y. It 
is t o e n a ble all p ers o ns t o s h are i n a n d c o ntri b ute t o t he c o m m o n 
g o o d.”  7  This s e nsi bilit y is c e ntr al t o S pirit a n missi o n a n d e d uc a-
ti o n al e ff orts. 

As t he f a c ult y st ories w o ve n t hr o u g h o ut t his ess a y s h o w, 
D u q ues ne U ni versit y f a c ult y de m o nstr ate a c o m mit me nt t o t he 
S pirit a n c h aris m s h a p e d b y a p e d a g o g y w hic h i ncl u des b uil di n g 
rel ati o ns hi ps of m ut u alit y, di versit y, i ncl usi o n, a n d n o n- p atr o n-
izi n g attit u des wit h t h os e o n t he m ar gi ns, wit h a g o al of e m-
p o weri n g a n d tr a nsf or mi n g t heir st u de nts a n d t h os e t he y s er ve. 
The y s e e k t o e m b o d y S pirit a ns’ d u al c o m mit me nts t o a c a de mic 
e xc elle nc e a n d s oli d arit y wit h t h os e o n t he m ar gi ns. I n o ur c o n -
te xt, t he t hre e p e d a g o gic al str ate gies e x pl ore d i n t his p a p er hel p 
f a c ult y t o n a vi g ate p ote nti al te nsi o ns b et we e n t hes e t w o c o m-
mit me nts. Thr o u g h t he first str ate g y, t he y i n vite st u de nts i nt o 
ri g or o us e x pl or ati o n of dis ci pli ne-s p e ci fi c c o nte nt a n d pr a ctic es 
wit h p artic ul ar atte nti o n t o t he e x p erie nc es a n d p ers p e cti ves of 
t he dis p oss ess e d. Here we s e e c o ncrete e x a m ples of a “ prefere nti al 
o pti o n f or t he p o or.” I n pr a ctici n g t he s e c o n d str ate g y, f a c ult y 
de vel o p le ar ni n g a cti vities t hr o u g h w hic h t heir rel ati vel y pri vi -
le g e d st u de nts e nc o u nter a n d gr o w i n e m p at h y f or u n der-s er ve d 
p o p ul ati o ns. A n d, g ui de d b y t he t hir d str ate g y, f a c ult y tr ai n 
st u de nts t o a d v o c ate f or a n d wit h t he m ar gi n aliz e d a n d f oster 
m ut u al e x p erie nc es of “ p artici p ati o n” a m o n g dis p ar ate gr o u ps, 
t h us c o ntri b uti n g t o t he f uller fl o uris hi n g of all. 

Thes e p e d a g o gic al str ate gies – dis ci pli ne-s p e ci fi c f o c us, 
e m p at h y, a d v o c a c y –i n di vi d u all y a n d i n c o m bi n ati o n, o ff er a 
“ di ff ere nt ki n d of a c a de mic e xc elle nc e ” i n s oli d arit y wit h t h os e 
li vi n g i n p o vert y a n d o n t he m ar gi ns of s o ciet y. We, t he ess a y 
a ut h ors, a ntici p ate c o nti n ue d res e arc h a n d c oll a b or ati o n wit h 
D u q ues ne f a c ult y a n d ot her S pirit a n- orie nte d e d uc at ors t o n ur -
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t ure t hes e e ff orts a n d t o o p e n ne w are as of i n vesti g ati o n. W hile o ur 
i nstit uti o ns m a y e nr oll si g ni fi c a nt n u m b ers of pri vile g e d st u de nts, 
o ur c alli n g re m ai ns t o gr o w e ff orts i n c o m m u nit y- e n g a g e d te a c hi n g, 
b uil di n g le ar ni n g c o m m u nities of e n g a g e d p artici p a nts wit h p e o ple 
i n gre atest ne e d. Thr o u g h t hes e rel ati o ns hi ps, o ur h o p e is t h at t he 
R ei g n of G o d m ore f ull y s hi nes f ort h.

Dr. Ste ve n H a nse n,
Dr. M a uree n O’ Brie n,

Dr. A n ne M arie Witc hger H a nse n,
D u q ues ne U ni versity, Pitts b urg h.

They see k  
t o e m b o dy  
S pirit a ns’ d u al 
c o m mit me nts  
t o ac a de mic  
e xcelle nce  
a n d s oli d arity 
wit h t h ose  
o n t he m argi ns.
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