
Spiritan Horizons Spiritan Horizons 

Volume 17 Issue 17 Article 20 

Fall 2021 

A Century of Spiritan Commitment: Saint Ann’s Parish, Millvale, Pa A Century of Spiritan Commitment: Saint Ann’s Parish, Millvale, Pa 

Dennis Ranalli 

Follow this and additional works at: https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons 

 Part of the Catholic Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Ranalli, D. (2021). A Century of Spiritan Commitment: Saint Ann’s Parish, Millvale, Pa. Spiritan Horizons, 
17 (17). Retrieved from https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/20 

This Lived Experience is brought to you for free and open access by the Spiritan Horizons (English, French, and 
Portuguese) at Duquesne Scholarship Collection. It has been accepted for inclusion in Spiritan Horizons by an 
authorized editor of Duquesne Scholarship Collection. 

https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/20
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1294?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dsc.duq.edu/spiritan-horizons/vol17/iss17/20?utm_source=dsc.duq.edu%2Fspiritan-horizons%2Fvol17%2Fiss17%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


H o r i z o n s
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Dr. D e n nis R a n alli.

A C e n t u r y o f S pi r i t a n  
C o m m i t m e n t: S a i n t A n n’ s 

P a r i s h, M i l l v a l e, P A

Dr. D e n nis R a n alli
Dr. D e n nis R a n alli, 
B S, D D S, M D S, b e g a n 
his a c a d e mic c are er  
at t he U ni versit y  
of Pitts b ur g h. 
He retire d i n 2 0 1 2  
a n d w as n a me d E meri -
t us Pr of ess or  
of Pe di atric D e ntistr y 
a n d E merit us S e ni or 
Ass o ci at e D e a n, S c h o ol 
of D e nt al Me dici ne.  
S u bs e q u e nt  
t o retire me nt,  
he t ur ne d his att e nti o n 
t o writi n g o n t o pics  
of p ers o n al i nt erest.  
His m ost re c e nt  
p u blic ati o ns h a ve  
a p p e are d i n  
Fr a ncisc a n S pirit  ( Sis-
t ers of St. Fr a ncis- Ne u-
m a n n C o m m u nities), 
Re p orter Dis p atc h  ( Al-
le g he n y Cit y S o ciet y), 
a n d Wester n P A Hist ory 
m ag a zi ne  ( S e n at or J o h n 
Hei n z Hist or y C e nt er). 

D uri n g t h e 1 9 5 0s, as a y o u n g p aris hi o n er a n d p u pil  
in t h e p ar oc hi al sc h o ol at St. A n n’s P aris h, I w as t h e b e n e fici ar y 
of ric h f o u n d ati o n al e x p eri e nc es t h at h av e wit hst o o d t h e t est  

of ti m e.  F or t h at, I r e m ai n gr at ef ul..

O RI GI N S
The S pirit a ns t o o k res p o nsi bilit y f or St. A n n ’s Par-

is h, Mill v ale, i n t he Di o c es e of Pitts b ur g h i n 1 8 7 6, w he n it 
c o m pris e d s e ve nt y- fi ve G er m a n-s p e a ki n g f a milies a n d t hirt y 
E n glis h-s p e a ki n g f a milies. The first S pirit a n p ast or of t he ne w 
p aris h w as R e v. Ja mes Ric hert, C. S. S p. F ort u n ately, he w as 
fl ue nt i n b ot h l a n g u a g es. 1   Fr. Ric hert, a ki n d g e ntle p ast or, 
w as re pl a c e d i n 1 8 8 2, b y a n ot her gifte d li n g uist, Fr. M att he w 
Heiz m a n, C. S. S p.  He als o p oss ess e d t he r u g g e d c h ar a cteris-
tics re q uire d t o e ner giz e a str u g gli n g y o u n g p aris h. I n 1 8 8 4, 
he o p e ne d t he first C at h olic s c h o ol i n Mill v ale. The o n g oi n g 
me a g er fi n a nci al st at us b e c a me e vi de nt i n t he p aris h a c c o u nts 
f or 1 8 8 5.  Alt h o u g h t he p aris h net i nc o me w as a little o ver t w o 
th o us a n d d oll ars, Fr. Heiz m a n m a n a g e d t o p a y $ 3, 4 9 3. 5 7 o ff 
the i niti al p aris h de bt of $ 6, 0 7 5.  Fr. J o h n Q ui n n, C. S. S p., 
w h o u nf ort u n atel y di d n ot s p e a k G er m a n, s uc c e e de d Fr. 
Heiz m a n i n 1 8 8 7. The l a n g u a g e iss ue cre ate d di ffi c ulty, w hic h 
w as res ol ve d w he n a s e c o n d Mill v ale p aris h w as est a blis he d.  
The ne w p aris h of St. A nt h o n y, f or me d i n 1 8 8 6, w as e ntirel y 
G er m a n.  The c h urc h w as de dic ate d i n 1 8 8 7 wit h Fr. J o h n 
Will ms, C. S. S p. a p p oi nte d p ast or.

The a p p oi nt me nt of Fr. Q ui n n as p ast or at St. A n n b e-
g a n w h at w e c a n c h ar a ct eriz e as a lit a n y of s u c c essi v e S pirit a n 
pri ests of Iris h a n c estr y.  St. A n n’s b e c a m e k n o w n as t h e Iris h 
p aris h i n Mill v ale. Fr. Q ui n n re m ai ne d p ast or at St. A n n ’s 
u ntil s pri n g 1 8 9 2, w h e n, d u e t o f aili n g h e alt h, h e w as r eli e v e d 
b y Fr. E d w ar d G al w a y, C. S. S p.  w h o b uilt St. A n n’s r e ct or y i n 
1 8 9 6. S pirit a ns s u c c e e di n g Fr. G al w a y, fr o m 1 8 9 8- 1 9 2 0 
i ncl u de d Fr.  G e or g e L e e, C. S. S p., 1 8 9 8 -1 9 0 3, 1 9 0 8 -1 9 2 0; Fr. 
Ja mes N ol a n, C. S. S p., 1 9 0 3 -1 9 0 4; Fr.  Mic h a el W ar d, C. S. S p., 
1 9 0 4 - 19 0 8 .

D uri n g Fr. L e e’s s e c o n d p ast or ate at St. A n n’s, t w o iss ues 
of pr of o u n d gl o b al i m p a ct o verl a p p e d.  D uri n g t he c o urs e of 
W orl d War 1 ( 1 9 1 4- 1 8) a p a n de mic of S p a nis h i n fl ue nz a br o k e 
o ut i n Ja n u ar y 1 9 1 8 a n d li n g ere d u ntil D e c e m b er 1 9 2 0.  The 
p a n de mic i nfe cte d 5 0 0 milli o n p e o ple a n d c a us e d 5 0 milli o n 
de at hs w orl d wi de. 2  I n Alle g he n y C o u nt y, 6 0, 0 0 0 p e o ple were 
i nfe cte d a n d 4, 5 0 0 die d.  H o us es of w ors hi p were s h uttere d as 
p ast ors ur g e d c o n gre g ati o ns t o w ors hi p at h o me.  Bis h o p J o h n 
Fr a ncis R e gis C a ne vi n a gre e d wit h t hes e cl os ures.  F urt her, he 
c o m mitte d t he f ull f orc e of C at h olic C h arities i n t he Di o c es e of 
Pitts b ur g h t o fi g ht t he p a n de mic a n d o ff ere d relief at f ort y s hel -
ters ar o u n d t he di o c es e.3

D uri n g t h os e tr yi n g ti mes, Fr. L e e re m ai ne d a tireless 
p ast or deter mi ne d t o cle ar t he p aris h of its de bt.  N ot o nl y di d he 
a c c o m plis h t h at g o al, b ut he als o b e g a n t o pl a n f or a ne w c h urc h.  
Fr. L e e, f or t he first ti me i n p aris h hist or y, i niti ate d a b uil di n g 
f u n d i n 1 9 1 9, re a c hi n g a n a m o u nt of $ 2, 5 8 7. 0 2. U nf ort u n atel y, 
his he alt h de cli ne d, a n d he re q ueste d a le a ve of a bs e nc e.  O n 
M arc h 4, 1 9 2 0, he s a dl y de p arte d fr o m t he p aris h t h at h a d b e -
c o me his h o me. W hile Fr. L e e w as c o n v ales ci n g i n t he resi de nc e 
f or priests at D u q ues ne U ni versit y, his c o n diti o n w ors e ne d a n d 
he die d at ne ar b y Merc y H os pit al o n Ja n u ar y 2 3, 1 9 2 1, at si xt y-
ei g ht ye ars of a g e.

A S C E N T
Fr.  Al p h o ns e G a vi n, C. S. S p., b or n i n Li meric k, Irel a n d 

i n 1 8 8 2 s uc c e e de d Fr. L e e i n 1 9 2 0. He w as a p ers o n of ki n d ness 
a n d c h arit y mi xe d i n wit h Iris h wit a n d c h ar m.  N o w, t he c h urc h 
b uil di n g f u n d st arte d b y his pre de c ess or re a c he d a ne w t ot al of 
o ver $ 1 3, 0 0 0. This w as s u ffi cie nt t o b e gi n t he c o nstr ucti o n of a 
ne w c h urc h. Fr. G a vi n o vers a w t he pr oje ct i niti ate d i n 1 9 2 2.  The 
c h urc h i nteri or me as ure d 1 0 0 fe et b y 6 0 fe et wit h a c a p a cit y t o 
h ol d fi ve h u n dre d p ers o ns a n d a g aller y t o a c c o m m o d ate a n ot her 
o ne h u n dre d a n d fift y.  The b as e me nt w alls were of c ut st o ne 
a n d e xteri or w alls were a li g ht- c ol ore d, vitri fie d bric k, wit h st o ne 
tri m mi n gs.  The re ct or y w as m o ve d b a c k si xt y-fe et t o a c c o m-
m o d ate t hes e di me nsi o ns.  The c or nerst o ne w as l ai d o n M a y 2 4, 
1 9 2 3, a n d t he dre a m b e c a me re alit y wit h t he de dic ati o n of t he 
ne w St. A n n’s C h urc h o n St. Patric k’s D a y, M arc h 1 7, 1 9 2 4. 

B y 1 9 2 6, b ot h t he str ai n ass o ci ate d wit h t he c o nstr uc -
ti o n pr oje ct al o n g wit h t he after m at h of a tr ai n wre c k t o o k its 

He w as a pers o n 
of ki n d ness  
a n d c h arity  
mi xe d i n  
wit h Iris h  
wit a n d c h ar m.
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Dr. D e n nis R a n alli.

t oll o n t he well- b ei n g of t he b el o ve d p ast or.  I n 1 9 2 6, t he fiftiet h 
a n n i vers ar y ye ar of S pirit a n s er vic e at St. A n n’s Paris h, Fr. G a vi n 
w as s uc c e e de d b y R e v. E u g e ne Mc G ui g a n, C. S. S p., a n ati ve of 
P hi l a del p hi a, w h o w as b or n i n 1 8 8 6, a n d or d ai ne d i n 1 9 1 2.  Wit h 
t he s ple n di d ne w p aris h c h urc h i n pl a c e a n d t he o n g oi n g i ncre as es 
i n b ot h t he n u m b er of p aris hi o ners a n d t heir c hil dre n, Fr. Mc-
G ui g a n t ur ne d his atte nti o n t o w ar d t he de vel o p me nt of St. A n n ’s 
S c h o ol.  Wit h a n e nr oll me nt of o ver f o ur h u n dre d p u pils, t he 
f a c ult y c o m pris e d ni ne te a c hers wit h a pri nci p al t o a d mi nister, 
s u p er vis e, a n d m ai nt ai n dis ci pli ne at t he s c h o ol.  

Pr o gress c o nti n ue d at St. A n n ’s u ntil t h at f atef ul d a y of 
O ct o b er 2 9, 1 9 2 9, w he n t he Ne w Y or k st o c k m ar k et cr as he d.  I n 
t he fre nz y t h at f oll o we d, b a n ks f aile d, b usi ness es cl os e d, w or k-
ers l ost j o bs, a n d fie Gre at D e pressi o n e ns ue d.  S e vere e c o n o mic 
de pri v ati o n t o o k h ol d d uri n g t he 1 9 3 0s as ne arl y e ver y o ne, i ncl u d-
i n g t h os e i n Mill v ale, str u g gle d t o s ur vi ve. I n t he 1 9 3 2 presi de n-
ti al pri m ar y ele cti o ns, D e m o cr ats c h os e Fr a n kli n D. R o os e velt t o 
c h alle n g e Presi de nt Her b ert H o o ver.  F D R i ns pire d h o p e a m o n g 
t he p e o ple a n d w o n t he ele cti o n. He i m me di atel y i niti ate d e c o-
n o mic sti m ul us pr o gr a ms t h at b e c a me k n o w n as “ The Ne w D e al .” 
O n St. Patric k ’s D a y M arc h 1 7, 1 9 3 6, t he Alle g he n y Ri ver b urst 
its b a n ks c a usi n g c o nsi d er a bl e d a m a g e i n t h e B or o u g h of Mill v al e.  
I n a 19 3 6 iss u e of O ur Pr o vi n c e , Fr. M c G ui g a n r e p ort e d t h at “ St. 
A n ne ’s w as a b e e hi ve of a cti vity, a h ar b or f or t he h o meless a n d a 
cl ot hi n g st ore f or t he n a k e d .”  4 The c o u ntr y w as b e gi n ni n g t o re-
c o ver a n d m a k e e c o n o mic pr o gress u ntil W orl d W ar 2 er u pte d i n 
S e pte m b er 1 9 3 9.  As t he U. S. g e are d- u p f or w arti me pr o d ucti o n, 
m ateri als critic al f or milit ar y us e were r ati o ne d.  W o me n were 
w or ki n g j o bs hel d pre vi o usl y b y t he me n w h o h a d g o ne o ff t o w ar.  
Wit h p ers e ver a nc e, t he Allies de cl are d Vict or y i n E ur o p e o n, M a y 
8, 1 9 4 5; VJ D a y f oll o we d i n A u g ust 1 9 4 5.

M e a n w hile, b a c k i n Mill v ale l ate i n t he 1 9 3 0s ne ari n g t he 
e n d of Fr. Mc G ui g a n’s p ast or ate, t he p aris h re c ei ve d a gift fr o m 
E d w ar d V er o, a l o c al b usi ness m a n w h o d o n ate d his f or mer h o me 
o n l a n d a dj a c e nt t o t he s c h o ol. “ Bis h o p B o yle h as p er mitte d us t o 
o bt ai n t he h o us e a n d pr o p ert y ne xt t o t he s c h o ol … a h o us e wit h 
te n r o o ms, t o b e us e d as a c o n ve nt.  W e c a n g et e n o u g h t o f ur nis h 
t he h o us e a n d arr a n g e t he alter ati o ns.  St. A n n’s will t he n h a ve a 
c o m plete s et u p.”  5   The first c o n ve nt f or t he Sisters at t he p aris h 
w as de dic ate d o n O ct o b er 1 5, 1 9 3 9. I n 1 9 4 0, Fr. Mc G ui g a n w as 
s uc c e e de d b y Fr. J os e p h A. Kir k bri de, C. S. S p., b or n i n 1 8 9 4 a n d 

or d ai ne d i n 1 9 1 9.  
Fr. Kir k bri de h a d b e e n s er vi n g si nc e 1 9 3 5 as s u p eri or 

of t he H ol y G h ost Fat hers C o m m u nit y at St. M ar y Fer n d ale 
N or w al k, C T .  His p ast or ate at St. A n n’s sp a n ne d fi ve ye ars u ntil 
1 9 4 5, d uri n g w hic h he str o ve t o gr o w t he p aris h a n d re d uc e t he 
p aris h de bt.  Fr. Ja mes F . C arr oll, C. S. S p., a n ati ve of Li meric k, 
Irel a n d, s uc c e e de d hi m.  A g e ni al p ers o n, he w as f or t he gre ater 
p art of his priest h o o d a n a c a de mic, h a vi n g s er ve d at D u q ues ne 
U ni versit y as a de a n a n d vic e- presi de nt.  D es pite li mite d p ast or al 
e x p erie nc e, Fr. C arr oll w as e nt h usi astic i n his r ole as p ast or a n d 
i nstille d ne w life i nt o t he p aris h. H o we ver, f aili n g he alt h res ulte d 
i n hi m le a vi n g Mill v ale after o nl y t hre e ye ars i n 1 9 4 8, t he ye ar i n 
w hic h St. A n n ’s C h urc h w as re n o v ate d.

Fr. J os e p h A. Gri ffi n, C. S. S p., w h o h a d alre a d y s er ve d i n 
Mill v ale, s uc c e e de d hi m.  Fr o m t he o uts et, he h a d t he a d v a nt a g e 
of b ei n g well a c q u ai nte d wit h t he p aris h a n d its p aris hi o ners. 
B or n i n P hil a del p hi a i n 1 9 0 2 a n d or d ai ne d i n 1 9 2 8 at St. M ar y ’s 
S e m i n ar y Fer n d ale, Fr. Gri ffi n arri ve d at St. A n n’s wit h a priest-
h o o d ric h i n e x p erie nc e.  His first assi g n me nt f oll o wi n g or di n a-
ti o n w as i n t he missi o n fiel ds of E ast Afric a w here he mi nistere d 
f or el e v e n y e ars m a ki n g c o n v erts a n d b uil di n g c h ur c h es i n Kili-
m a nj ar o, Ta nz a ni a. N u m er o us r e p orts i n O ur Pr o vi n c e  c hr o ni cl e 
his mi nistr y t here:

• “ To t he s o ut h west of Ar us h a is t he missi o n of U fi o mi
st a ff e d b y Fr. A u g ust As h m a n a n d Fr. J os e p h Gri ffi n.” 6

• “ G et t h e m e n o v er h o m e t o h el p us.  P o or G us
As h- m a n, J a c k K ell y, a n d J o e Griffi n ar e u p a g ai nst
it, b ut b attli n g  har d-c hi n  up .”  7 

• “ Fr. K ell y a n d Fr. J o e Gri ffi n are at U fi o mi.  Fr. Gri ffi n
is ver y k e e n o n o p e ni n g a ne w missi o n at a pl a c e c alle d
Giti n g, a ne w tri b e t o b e t a c kle d.  He k n o ws t he c o u ntr y
well a n d is a ver y z e al o us w or k er.”  8

• Ja n u ar y 2 0, 1 9 3 5, Bis h o p B yr ne writes, “ O ut i n t he f ar
West i n t he wil ds, Fr. K ell y, Fr. Gri ffi n, a n d Fr. Di a m o n d
h ol d t he first tre nc hes of t he C h urc h’s l o n g b attle-li ne.
G o d bless t he m.  The y are all fr o m S o ut h P hil a del p hi a
a n d all g o o d fi g hters. The y h a ve t he h ar dest p ost a n d are
gl a d t o b e i n it.”  9

•  O ut i n t he west, t here is ple nt y of w or k a m o n g t he
Wa m b ul u, a s ple n di d, i ntelli g e nt p e o ple.  J o e Gri ffi n
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t oll o n t he well- b ei n g of t he b el o ve d p ast or.  I n 1 9 2 6, t he fiftiet h 
a n n i vers ar y ye ar of S pirit a n s er vic e at St. A n n’s Paris h, Fr. G a vi n 
w as s u c c e e de d b y R e v. E u g e ne Mc G ui g a n, C. S. S p., a n ati ve of 
P hi l a del p hi a, w h o w as b or n i n 1 8 8 6, a n d or d ai ne d i n 1 9 1 2.  Wit h 
t he s ple n di d ne w p aris h c h urc h i n pl a c e a n d t he o n g oi n g i ncre as es 
i n b ot h t he n u m b er of p aris hi o ners a n d t heir c hil dre n, Fr. Mc-
G ui g a n t ur ne d his atte nti o n t o w ar d t he de vel o p me nt of St. A n n ’s 
S c h o ol.  Wit h a n e nr oll me nt of o ver f o ur h u n dre d p u pils, t he 
f a c ult y c o m pris e d ni ne te a c hers wit h a pri nci p al t o a d mi nister, 
s u p er vis e, a n d m ai nt ai n dis ci pli ne at t he s c h o ol.  

Pr o gress c o nti n ue d at St. A n n ’s u ntil t h at f atef ul d a y of 
O ct o b er 2 9, 1 9 2 9, w he n t he Ne w Y or k st o c k m ar k et cr as he d.  I n 
t he fre nz y t h at f oll o we d, b a n ks f aile d, b usi ness es cl os e d, w or k-
ers l ost j o bs, a n d fie Gre at D e pressi o n e ns ue d.  S e vere e c o n o mic 
de pri v ati o n t o o k h ol d d uri n g t he 1 9 3 0s as ne arl y e ver y o ne, i ncl u d-
i n g t h os e i n Mill v ale, str u g gle d t o s ur vi ve. I n t he 1 9 3 2 presi de n-
ti al pri m ar y ele cti o ns, D e m o cr ats c h os e Fr a n kli n D. R o os e velt t o 
c h alle n g e Presi de nt Her b ert H o o ver.  F D R i ns pire d h o p e a m o n g 
t he p e o ple a n d w o n t he ele cti o n. He i m me di atel y i niti ate d e c o-
n o mic sti m ul us pr o gr a ms t h at b e c a me k n o w n as “ The Ne w D e al .” 
O n St. Patric k ’s D a y M arc h 1 7, 1 9 3 6, t he Alle g he n y Ri ver b urst 
its b a n ks c a usi n g c o nsi d er a bl e d a m a g e i n t h e B or o u g h of Mill v al e.  
I n a 19 3 6 iss u e of O ur Pr o vi n c e , Fr. M c G ui g a n r e p ort e d t h at “ St. 
A n ne ’s w as a b e e hi ve of a cti vity, a h ar b or f or t he h o meless a n d a 
cl ot hi n g st ore f or t he n a k e d .”  4 The c o u ntr y w as b e gi n ni n g t o re-
c o ver a n d m a k e e c o n o mic pr o gress u ntil W orl d W ar 2 er u pte d i n 
S e pte m b er 1 9 3 9.  As t he U. S. g e are d- u p f or w arti me pr o d ucti o n, 
m ateri als critic al f or milit ar y us e were r ati o ne d.  W o me n were 
w or ki n g j o bs hel d pre vi o usl y b y t he me n w h o h a d g o ne o ff t o w ar.  
Wit h p ers e ver a nc e, t he Allies de cl are d Vict or y i n E ur o p e o n, M a y 
8, 1 9 4 5; VJ D a y f oll o we d i n A u g ust 1 9 4 5.

M e a n w hile, b a c k i n Mill v ale l ate i n t he 1 9 3 0s ne ari n g t he 
e n d of Fr. Mc G ui g a n’s p ast or ate, t he p aris h re c ei ve d a gift fr o m 
E d w ar d V er o, a l o c al b usi ness m a n w h o d o n ate d his f or mer h o me 
o n l a n d a dj a c e nt t o t he s c h o ol. “ Bis h o p B o yle h as p er mitte d us t o 
o bt ai n t he h o us e a n d pr o p ert y ne xt t o t he s c h o ol … a h o us e wit h 
te n r o o ms, t o b e us e d as a c o n ve nt.  W e c a n g et e n o u g h t o f ur nis h 
t he h o us e a n d arr a n g e t he alter ati o ns.  St. A n n’s will t he n h a ve a 
c o m plete s et u p.”  5   The first c o n ve nt f or t he Sisters at t he p aris h 
w as de dic ate d o n O ct o b er 1 5, 1 9 3 9. I n 1 9 4 0, Fr. Mc G ui g a n w as 
s u c c e e de d b y Fr. J os e p h A. Kir k bri de, C. S. S p., b or n i n 1 8 9 4 a n d 

or d ai ne d i n 1 9 1 9.  
Fr. Kir k bri de h a d b e e n s er vi n g si nc e 1 9 3 5 as s u p eri or 

of t he H ol y G h ost Fat hers C o m m u nit y at St. M ar y Fer n d ale 
N or w al k, C T .  His p ast or ate at St. A n n’s sp a n ne d fi ve ye ars u ntil 
1 9 4 5, d uri n g w hic h he str o ve t o gr o w t he p aris h a n d re d u c e t he 
p aris h de bt.  Fr. Ja mes F . C arr oll, C. S. S p., a n ati ve of Li meric k, 
Irel a n d, s u c c e e de d hi m.  A g e ni al p ers o n, he w as f or t he gre ater 
p art of his priest h o o d a n a c a de mic, h a vi n g s er ve d at D u q ues ne 
U ni versit y as a de a n a n d vic e- presi de nt.  D es pite li mite d p ast or al 
e x p erie nc e, Fr. C arr oll w as e nt h usi astic i n his r ole as p ast or a n d 
i nstille d ne w lif e i nt o t he p aris h. H o we ver, f aili n g he alt h res ulte d 
i n hi m le a vi n g Mill v ale after o nl y t hre e ye ars i n 1 9 4 8, t he ye ar i n 
w hic h St. A n n ’s C h urc h w as re n o v ate d.

Fr. J os e p h A. Gri ffi n, C. S. S p., w h o h a d alre a d y s er ve d i n 
Mill v ale, s u c c e e de d hi m.  Fr o m t he o uts et, he h a d t he a d v a nt a g e 
of b ei n g well a c q u ai nte d wit h t he p aris h a n d its p aris hi o ners. 
B or n i n P hil a del p hi a i n 1 9 0 2 a n d or d ai ne d i n 1 9 2 8 at St. M ar y ’s 
S e m i n ar y Fer n d ale, Fr. Gri ffi n arri ve d at St. A n n’s wit h a priest-
h o o d ric h i n e x p erie nc e.  His first assi g n me nt f oll o wi n g or di n a-
ti o n w as i n t he missi o n fiel ds of E ast Afric a w here he mi nistere d 
f or el e v e n y e ars m a ki n g c o n v erts a n d b uil di n g c h ur c h es i n Kili-
m a nj ar o, Ta nz a ni a. N u m er o us r e p orts i n O ur Pr o vi n c e  c hr o ni cl e 
his mi nistr y t here:

• “ To t he s o ut h west of Ar us h a is t he missi o n of U fi o mi
st a ff e d b y Fr. A u g ust As h m a n a n d Fr. J os e p h Gri ffi n.” 6

• “ G et t h e m e n o v er h o m e t o h el p us.  P o or G us
As h- m a n, J a c k K ell y, a n d J o e Griffi n ar e u p a g ai nst
it, b ut b attli n g  har d-c hi n  up .”  7 

• “ Fr. K ell y a n d Fr. J o e Gri ffi n are at U fi o mi.  Fr. Gri ffi n
is ver y k e e n o n o p e ni n g a ne w missi o n at a pl a c e c alle d
Giti n g, a ne w tri b e t o b e t a c kle d.  He k n o ws t he c o u ntr y
well a n d is a ver y z e al o us w or k er.”  8

• Ja n u ar y 2 0, 1 9 3 5, Bis h o p B yr ne writes, “ O ut i n t he f ar
West i n t he wil ds, Fr. K ell y, Fr. Gri ffi n, a n d Fr. Di a m o n d
h ol d t he first tre nc hes of t he C h urc h’s l o n g b attle-li ne.
G o d bless t he m.  The y are all fr o m S o ut h P hil a del p hi a
a n d all g o o d fi g hters. The y h a ve t he h ar dest p ost a n d are
gl a d t o b e i n it.”  9

•  O ut i n t he west, t here is ple nt y of w or k a m o n g t he
Wa m b ul u, a s ple n di d, i ntelli g e nt p e o ple.  J o e Gri ffi n
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h as d o ne w o n ders t here a n d s o o n t h os e p e o ple will b e 
de m a n di n g t h at y o u h urr y o ver t o c arr y o n his w or k.”  1 0  

Fr. Gri ffi n ret ur ne d t o t he U. S. i n 1 9 4 0, a n d f oll o wi n g a n u m -
b er of p ast or al a p p oi nt me nts t hr o u g h o ut t he U. S., c a me t o 
Mill v ale. 

H A R V E S T
Fr. Gri ffi n’s p ast or ate at St. A n n’s fr o m 1 9 4 9 – 1 9 5 8, w as 

a g o o d er a f or t he c o u ntr y f oll o wi n g W orl d War T w o.  Wit h 
Presi de nt D wi g ht D a vi d “I k e ” Eis e n h o wer i n t he W hite H o us e, 
ti mes were g o o d.  Y o u n g m arrie d c o u ples wit h gr o wi n g f a milies 
f o u n d ste a d y j o bs a n d s a ve d e n o u g h t o m o ve o ut w ar d fr o m t he 
i n ner cities i nt o t he s u b ur bs.  Wit h s uc h a cti vit y i n a gr o wi n g 
p aris h, Fr. Gri ffi n b e ne fite d fr o m t he s er vic es of t hre e assist a nt 
priests: Fr.  T. C h arles D o ole y, C. S. S p., 1 9 4 8 – 1 9 5 2; Fr. Ja mes 
J.  M a g uire, C. S. S p., 1 9 5 2 – 1 9 5 7; a n d Fr. Fr a ncis X. O’ R eill y,
C. S. S p., 1 9 5 7 – 1 9 6 0.

Fr. Gri ffi n al w a ys c arrie d a w hite b o wl me ers c h a u m pi p e 
wit h c ur ve d bl a c k ste m.  fie b o wl h a d t ur ne d a ric h g ol de n 
yell o w fr o m c aref ul h a n dli n g a n d ye ars of s m o ki n g his f a v orite 
mi xt ure of C herr y Ble n d a n d K e nt uc k y Cl u b pi p e t o b a c c os.  
I n 1 9 5 4, he o ffi ci ate d at t he First H ol y C o m m u ni o n M ass f or 
m y p ar o c hi al s c h o ol cl ass a n d, t hr o u g h o ut t he ye ars, he m a de 
p eri o dic st o ps at e a c h cl assr o o m t o distri b ute re p ort c ar ds a n d 
pres e nt t he H o n or R oll C erti fi c ates.

W he n t he el derl y assist a nt, Fr. Ja mes J. M a g uire, 
C. S. S p., visite d cl assr o o ms, p u pils were al w a ys deli g hte d.  Wit h
t hic k br o g ue a n d birett a al w a ys resti n g hi g h at o p his b al di n g
he a d, we b elie ve d he m ust h a ve re g ul arl y kiss e d t he Bl ar ne y
St o ne i n c o u nt y C or k.  After re c ei vi n g his blessi n g, wit h wit a n d
c h ar m, t his m asterf ul st or yteller w o ul d as k q uesti o ns a n d we a ve
his st ories of G o d a n d His s ai nts, St. A n n a n d, of c o urs e, St.
Patric k i n M arc h.  S p ell b o u n d, we s at i n o ur ne at r o ws of ol d-
f as hi o ne d w or n w o o de n des ks liste ni n g t o his e ver y w or d. B or n
i n Kil m ore, Irel a n d i n 1 8 8 7, Fr. M a g uire w as or d ai ne d i n 1 9 1 7.
After he arri ve d i n t he U. S., he b e c a me t he first S pirit a n p ast or
at St. M o nic a C h urc h T uls a, O K i n 1 9 2 9.  The n d uri n g t he l ate
1 9 3 0s, he t o o k u p a p ositi o n at D u q ues ne U ni versit y te a c hi n g
m or al p hil os o p h y b ef ore arri vi n g at St. A n n’s Paris h i n 1 9 5 2.
He die d w hile s er vi n g at St. A n n’s, o n J ul y 8, 1 9 5 7, at s e ve nt y

ye ars of a g e a n d w as b urie d fr o m t he p aris h.
Fr. Fr a ncis X a vier O’ R eill y, C. S. S p., arri ve d at St. A n n’s 

i n 1 9 5 7 as assist a nt p ast or.  B or n i n Water b ur y, C T i n 1 9 1 0, Fr. 
O’ R eill y w as or d ai ne d i n 1 9 3 7.  B ef ore his arri v al i n Mill v ale, he 
h a d s er ve d t w o t o urs as a S pirit a n missi o n ar y i n E ast Afric a a n d 
re m ai ne d at St. A n n’s Paris h f or t hre e ye ars u ntil t he p ar o c hi al 
s c h o ol cl ass h a d gr a d u ate d i n 1 9 6 0.  He t he n ret ur ne d t o Afric a 
f or his t hir d t o ur t h at l aste d t w o ye ars.  Fr. O’ R eill y w as a p-
p oi nte d i n 1 9 6 2 t o St. C at heri ne’s Paris h, Ri versi de, C A f or f o ur 
ye ars. He t he n w or k e d i n O ur L a d y of t he Valle y He met, C A; 
a n d St. J os e p h I n di a n Missi o n of S o b o b a i n S a n Ja ci nt o, C A. 
Alt h o u g h s e e mi n gl y a bit jitter y at ti mes, Fr. O’ R eill y w as m ore 
of a n or g a niz er wit h us a d oles c e nt b o ys t h a n his ol der pre de c es -
s or.  He st arte d a J u ni or H ol y Na me S o ciet y f or t he s e ve nt h 
a n d ei g ht h gr a de b o ys a n d w o ul d sit i n t he fr o nt at o ur m o nt hl y 
me eti n gs wit h a h a n d c ar ve d Afric a n bri ar pi p e cle nc he d b e -
t we e n his te et h.  F or t hes e g at heri n gs, he or g a niz e d a cti vities 
s uc h as b o xi n g m at c hes a m o n g t he b o ys a n d he al w a ys pr o vi de d 
a s n a c k at t he c o ncl usi o n of t he me eti n gs. E a c h s u m mer he 
w o ul d or g a niz e a J u ni or H ol y Na me pic nic at N ort h Par k f or 
me m b ers.  We pile d i nt o his bi g st ati o n w a g o n a n d he a de d t o 
t he p ar k i n s e arc h of a b all fiel d.  As we pl a ye d s oft b all, he w o ul d 
sl o wl y w al k ar o u n d t he p eri meter of t he fiel d pr a yi n g t he Di vi ne 
O ffi c e.

Fr. O’ R eill y als o st arte d a b o wli n g le a g ue f or us o n S at -
ur d a y m or ni n gs.  After b o wli n g, he w o ul d dri ve us t o o ur h o mes 
i n his st ati o n w a g o n, f ore ver si n gi n g S we et A deli ne o ut- of-t u ne, 
re g ar dless of w h at w as pl a yi n g o n t he c ar r a di o.  His m o o d 
w o ul d s hift s u d de nl y w he n t he ne ws re p orter a n n o u nc e d t h at 
a n ot her missi o n ar y n u n or priest w as ki d n a p p e d or m ur dere d 
i n t he C o n g o. After his retire me nt i n 1 9 7 8, he re m ai ne d a cti ve 
a n d w as bless e d t o c o m me m or ate his g ol de n j u bile e as a priest i n 
1 9 8 6.  He die d i n his sle e p o n Ja n u ar y 4, 1 9 8 8, at s e ve nt y-s e ve n 
ye ars of a g e at He met, C A.                                           

O ur p ast or, Fr. Gri ffi n, w as a n a ff a ble p ers o n; well li k e d 
i n b ot h t he p aris h a n d l o c al c o m m u nities a n d s e e mi n gl y hel d 
i n hi g h este e m a m o n g his c o nfreres at D u q ues ne U ni versit y.  
F or e x a m ple, at t he de dic ati o n c ere m o n y of a ne w c o m m u nit y 
h o us e, Fe br u ar y 1 9 5 3, he s er ve d as S u b- D e a c o n a n d o n S e pte m -
b er 1 4 of t h at s a me ye ar, he m ar k e d his Sil ver J u bile e of or di n a -
ti o n wit h c o nfreres at St. A n n’s.  To c ele br ate Pe nte c ost o n J u ne 
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h as d o ne w o n ders t here a n d s o o n t h os e p e o ple will b e 
de m a n di n g t h at y o u h urr y o ver t o c arr y o n his w or k.”  1 0  

Fr. Gri ffi n ret ur ne d t o t he U. S. i n 1 9 4 0, a n d f oll o wi n g a n u m -
b er of p ast or al a p p oi nt me nts t hr o u g h o ut t he U. S., c a me t o 
Mill v ale. 

H A R V E S T
Fr. Gri ffi n’s p ast or ate at St. A n n’s fr o m 1 9 4 9 – 1 9 5 8, w as 

a g o o d er a f or t he c o u ntr y f oll o wi n g W orl d War T w o.  Wit h 
Presi de nt D wi g ht D a vi d “I k e ” Eis e n h o wer i n t he W hite H o us e, 
ti mes were g o o d.  Y o u n g m arrie d c o u ples wit h gr o wi n g f a milies 
f o u n d ste a d y j o bs a n d s a ve d e n o u g h t o m o ve o ut w ar d fr o m t he 
i n ner cities i nt o t he s u b ur bs.  Wit h s uc h a cti vit y i n a gr o wi n g 
p aris h, Fr. Gri ffi n b e ne fite d fr o m t he s er vic es of t hre e assist a nt 
priests: Fr.  T. C h arles D o ole y, C. S. S p., 1 9 4 8 – 1 9 5 2; Fr. Ja mes 
J.  M a g uire, C. S. S p., 1 9 5 2 – 1 9 5 7; a n d Fr. Fr a ncis X. O’ R eill y,
C. S. S p., 1 9 5 7 – 1 9 6 0.

Fr. Gri ffi n al w a ys c arrie d a w hite b o wl me ers c h a u m pi p e 
wit h c ur ve d bl a c k ste m.  fie b o wl h a d t ur ne d a ric h g ol de n 
yell o w fr o m c aref ul h a n dli n g a n d ye ars of s m o ki n g his f a v orite 
mi xt ure of C herr y Ble n d a n d K e nt uc k y Cl u b pi p e t o b a c c os.  
I n 1 9 5 4, he o ffi ci ate d at t he First H ol y C o m m u ni o n M ass f or 
m y p ar o c hi al s c h o ol cl ass a n d, t hr o u g h o ut t he ye ars, he m a de 
p eri o dic st o ps at e a c h cl assr o o m t o distri b ute re p ort c ar ds a n d 
pres e nt t he H o n or R oll C erti fi c ates.

W he n t he el derl y assist a nt, Fr. Ja mes J. M a g uire, 
C. S. S p., visite d cl assr o o ms, p u pils were al w a ys deli g hte d.  Wit h
t hic k br o g ue a n d birett a al w a ys resti n g hi g h at o p his b al di n g
he a d, we b elie ve d he m ust h a ve re g ul arl y kiss e d t he Bl ar ne y
St o ne i n c o u nt y C or k.  After re c ei vi n g his blessi n g, wit h wit a n d
c h ar m, t his m asterf ul st or yteller w o ul d as k q uesti o ns a n d we a ve
his st ories of G o d a n d His s ai nts, St. A n n a n d, of c o urs e, St.
Patric k i n M arc h.  S p ell b o u n d, we s at i n o ur ne at r o ws of ol d-
f as hi o ne d w or n w o o de n des ks liste ni n g t o his e ver y w or d. B or n
i n Kil m ore, Irel a n d i n 1 8 8 7, Fr. M a g uire w as or d ai ne d i n 1 9 1 7.
After he arri ve d i n t he U. S., he b e c a me t he first S pirit a n p ast or
at St. M o nic a C h urc h T uls a, O K i n 1 9 2 9.  The n d uri n g t he l ate
1 9 3 0s, he t o o k u p a p ositi o n at D u q ues ne U ni versit y te a c hi n g
m or al p hil os o p h y b ef ore arri vi n g at St. A n n’s Paris h i n 1 9 5 2.
He die d w hile s er vi n g at St. A n n’s, o n J ul y 8, 1 9 5 7, at s e ve nt y

ye ars of a g e a n d w as b urie d fr o m t he p aris h.
Fr. Fr a ncis X a vier O’ R eill y, C. S. S p., arri ve d at St. A n n’s 

i n 1 9 5 7 as assist a nt p ast or.  B or n i n Water b ur y, C T i n 1 9 1 0, Fr. 
O’ R eill y w as or d ai ne d i n 1 9 3 7.  B ef ore his arri v al i n Mill v ale, he 
h a d s er ve d t w o t o urs as a S pirit a n missi o n ar y i n E ast Afric a a n d 
re m ai ne d at St. A n n’s Paris h f or t hre e ye ars u ntil t he p ar o c hi al 
s c h o ol cl ass h a d gr a d u ate d i n 1 9 6 0.  He t he n ret ur ne d t o Afric a 
f or his t hir d t o ur t h at l aste d t w o ye ars.  Fr. O’ R eill y w as a p-
p oi nte d i n 1 9 6 2 t o St. C at heri ne’s Paris h, Ri versi de, C A f or f o ur 
ye ars. He t he n w or k e d i n O ur L a d y of t he Valle y He met, C A; 
a n d St. J os e p h I n di a n Missi o n of S o b o b a i n S a n Ja ci nt o, C A. 
Alt h o u g h s e e mi n gl y a bit jitter y at ti mes, Fr. O’ R eill y w as m ore 
of a n or g a niz er wit h us a d oles c e nt b o ys t h a n his ol der pre de c es -
s or.  He st arte d a J u ni or H ol y Na me S o ciet y f or t he s e ve nt h 
a n d ei g ht h gr a de b o ys a n d w o ul d sit i n t he fr o nt at o ur m o nt hl y 
me eti n gs wit h a h a n d c ar ve d Afric a n bri ar pi p e cle nc he d b e -
t we e n his te et h.  F or t hes e g at heri n gs, he or g a niz e d a cti vities 
s u c h as b o xi n g m at c hes a m o n g t he b o ys a n d he al w a ys pr o vi de d 
a s n a c k at t he c o ncl usi o n of t he me eti n gs. E a c h s u m mer he 
w o ul d or g a niz e a J u ni or H ol y Na me pic nic at N ort h Par k f or 
me m b ers.  We pile d i nt o his bi g st ati o n w a g o n a n d he a de d t o 
t he p ar k i n s e arc h of a b all fiel d.  As we pl a ye d s oft b all, he w o ul d 
sl o wl y w al k ar o u n d t he p eri meter of t he fiel d pr a yi n g t he Di vi ne 
O ffi c e.

Fr. O’ R eill y als o st arte d a b o wli n g le a g ue f or us o n S at -
ur d a y m or ni n gs.  After b o wli n g, he w o ul d dri ve us t o o ur h o mes 
i n his st ati o n w a g o n, f ore ver si n gi n g S we et A deli ne o ut- of-t u ne, 
re g ar dless of w h at w as pl a yi n g o n t he c ar r a di o.  His m o o d 
w o ul d s hift s u d de nl y w he n t he ne ws re p orter a n n o u nc e d t h at 
a n ot her missi o n ar y n u n or priest w as ki d n a p p e d or m ur dere d 
i n t he C o n g o. After his retire me nt i n 1 9 7 8, he re m ai ne d a cti ve 
a n d w as bless e d t o c o m me m or ate his g ol de n j u bile e as a priest i n 
1 9 8 6.  He die d i n his sle e p o n Ja n u ar y 4, 1 9 8 8, at s e ve nt y-s e ve n 
ye ars of a g e at He met, C A.                                           

O ur p ast or, Fr. Gri ffi n, w as a n a ff a ble p ers o n; well li k e d 
i n b ot h t he p aris h a n d l o c al c o m m u nities a n d s e e mi n gl y hel d 
i n hi g h este e m a m o n g his c o nfreres at D u q ues ne U ni versit y.  
F or e x a m ple, at t he de dic ati o n c ere m o n y of a ne w c o m m u nit y 
h o us e, Fe br u ar y 1 9 5 3, he s er ve d as S u b- D e a c o n a n d o n S e pte m -
b er 1 4 of t h at s a me ye ar, he m ar k e d his Sil ver J u bile e of or di n a -
ti o n wit h c o nfreres at St. A n n’s.  To c ele br ate Pe nte c ost o n J u ne 
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9 , 1 9 5 7, Fr. Gri ffi n h oste d f ort y-f o ur fell o w priests a n d reli gi o us 
b r ot hers at a di n ner a n d s o ci al e ve ni n g i n St. A n n’s Paris h h all.

F r. Gri ffi n a n d his assist a nts f ostere d a h ar m o ni o us p ar-
is h, a n d, wit h t he sisters m ai nt ai ne d a well-f u ncti o ni n g s c h o ol.  
S o well, i n f a ct, t h at t he p aris h f a c e d yet a n ot her a c ute crisis t o 
a c c o m m o d ate a n e xc ess e nr ol me nt of t w o h u n dre d p u pils.  As t his 
w as t he B a b y B o o m er a a cr oss t he n ati o n, pr oje cti o ns were t h at 
t his tre n d w o ul d c o nti n ue; s o, yet a n ot her b uil di n g pr oje ct s e e me d 
i ne vit a ble. F or t he s h ort ter m, a st o p g a p me as ure w as a g ai n t he 
s ol uti o n t o bi de ti me.  St. A n n’s p aris h re nte d t he u n us e d s e c o n d 
fl o or of Mill v ale S e c o n d W ar d P u blic S c h o ol w here t he t w o, si xt h 
gr a d e a n d t w o, s e v e nt h gr a d e cl ass es w er e t e m p or aril y r el o c at e d.

Fr. Cl e m e nt A. R o a c h, C. S. S p. , s u c c e e d e d Fr. Griffi n i n 
N o ve m b e r 1 9 5 8, w h o li ve d i n retire me nt at D u q ues ne U ni versit y 
a n d c ele br ate d his G ol de n J u bile e i n 1 9 7 8.  He die d i n Pitts b ur g h 
o n J ul y 2 , 1 9 7 9 i n his s e ve nt y-s e ve nt h ye ar. Fr. R o a c h, a Ne w Y or k 
n ati ve, b or n i n 1 9 0 1 a n d or d ai ne d i n 1 9 2 6, arri ve d at St. A n n ’s 
wit h ric h a n d v arie d e x p erie nc es.  His first a p p oi nt me nt w as t o 
S o ut h P hil a del p hi a w here he b e c a me a n a d v o c ate f or t he mi n orit y 
c o m m u nit y.  As R e ct or of St. Peter Cl a ver C h urc h, he s p o k e o n 
lo c al r a di o br o a d c asts a n d t he P hil a del p hi a press i nter vie we d hi m 
d ue t o his s u p p ort f or t he “ Ne gr o A p ost ol ate .” I n 1 9 3 5, he o p e ne d 
a m issi o n h o us e f or t he Fr a ncis c a n Sisters of t he At o ne me nt wit h 
Presi de nt Fr a n kli n D. R o os e velt re c o g nizi n g his w or k i n 1 9 3 6. 1 1

F r. R o a c h c o nti n ue d his a p ost ol ate t hr o u g h a s eries of 
assi g n me nts i n t he D e e p S o ut h, w here his k n a c k f or f u n d-r aisi n g 
a n d b uil di n g b e c a me well k n o w n.  As p ast or, i n 1 9 4 0, he de di-
c ate d Bless e d M arti n de P orres S c h o ol at St. Peter Cl a ver C h urc h, 
O kl a h o m a Cit y, w here t he f oll o wi n g ye ar he b uilt a ne w l u nc h-
ro o m.  I n 1 9 4 2, after a fire h a d b a dl y d a m a g e d t he c h urc h i nte-
ri or, he c o m plete d t he re n o v ati o n wit h s u p p ort fr o m p aris hi o ners 
a n d b e nef a ct ors.  I n 1 9 4 5, he w as f o u n di n g p ast or of H ol y S pirit 
P aris h K a ns as Cit y, M O.  Wit hi n less t h a n ei g hte e n m o nt hs, he 
b uilt a ne w c h urc h t here, “st arti n g fr o m s cr at c h i n a p o or Ne gr o 
c o m m u n ity.”  1 2   F o ur ye ars l ater, he b e c a me p ast or of S a cre d He art 
P aris h L a k e C h arles, L A, w here he o vers a w t he c o nstr ucti o n of a 
ne w re cre ati o n c e nter a n d hi g h s c h o ol cl assr o o ms.  W hile t here, 
he c ele br ate d t he Sil ver J u bile e of his priest h o o d o n A u g ust 2 8, 
1 9 5 1 a n d w as re assi g ne d as p ast or of St. E d w ar d Ne w I b eri a, L A 
in 1 9 5 7.  fiere he m a de pl a ns a n d br o k e gr o u n d f or a ne w c h urc h.  
In 1 9 5 8, after a w ait of f ort y l o n g ye ars St. E d w ar d ’s h ad “…a 

p er m a ne nt c h urc h t h a n ks t o t he res o urc ef ul ness of t he pre vi o us 
p ast ors a n d t he i n g e n uit y a n d k n o wle d g e of t he pres e nt p ast or, 
Fr. R o a c h.”  1 3   

W he n Fr. R o a c h re pl a c e d Fr. Gri ffi n as p ast or at Mill v ale 
his re p ut ati o n h a d pre c e de d hi m.  Paris hi o ners were n ot q uite 
s ure w h at t o e x p e ct after w or ki n g f or o ver a de c a de wit h t he 
g e ni al Fr. Gri ffi n.  O n his arri v al i n N o ve m b er 1 9 5 8, he str ai g ht -
a w a y est a blis he d a b uil di n g c o m mitte e f or t he m uc h- ne e de d 
ne w s c h o ol. C h ar a cteristic all y, Fr. R o a c h t o o k c h ar g e a n d it w as 
“f ull ste a m a he a d ” fr o m t he n o n.  A f u n d-r aisi n g c a m p ai g n w as 
i niti ate d, a n d he b e g a n t o pre a c h his “ Gre e n” s er m o ns at S u n d a y 
M ass es.  He u n hesit ati n gl y as k e d f or m o ne y a n d ur g e d “ Sile nt ” 
c olle cti o ns, t he i m plic ati o n b ei n g he w as n ot e x p e cti n g c oi ns or 
e xtr a c h a n g e, b ut prefer a bl y l ar g e de n o mi n ati o n p a p er m o ne y 
or c he c ks. Ne xt, b uil di n g c o m mitte e me m b ers m a de p ers o n al 
visits t o p aris h f a milies s oliciti n g ple d g es of fi n a nci al s u p p ort; 
a n n o yi n g s o me p aris hi o ners. The a p pr o ve d pl a n i ncl u de d a ne w 
t hre e-st or y s c h o ol b uil di n g wit h ei g ht cl assr o o ms – f o ur e a c h o n 
t he first t w o fl o ors – a n d a n i nte gr al c o n ve nt a n d c h a p el o n t he 
t hir d fl o or.  The ne w b uil di n g w o ul d b e i n a d diti o n t o t he e xist-
i n g ol d ei g ht-r o o m re d bric k s c h o ol b uil di n g. A gr o u n d bre a ki n g 
c ere m o n y t o o k pl a c e o n J ul y 1 0, 1 9 6 0.  Fr. R o a c h o ff ere d t he first 
M ass i n t he ne w c o n ve nt c h a p el o ne- ye ar l ater o n A u g ust 1 9, a n d 
t he d u al- p ur p os e b uil di n g w as de dic ate d o n D e c e m b er 1 0, 1 9 6 1.

The 1 9 6 0s are v ari o usl y c h ar a cteriz e d, b ut s u ffi c e t o s a y 
t hes e were t u m ult u o us ti mes b ot h f or s o ciet y at-l ar g e as well 
as f or C at h olicis m.  J o h n F. K e n ne d y w as ele cte d i n 1 9 6 0 as 
t he first C at h olic U. S. Presi de nt.  P u nct u ati n g t h at de c a de, we 
e x p erie nc e d t he C ol d War, t he Ci vil Ri g hts M o ve me nt, a m or al 
re v ol uti o n, a gri m s eries of p olitic al ass assi n ati o ns, a n d t he w ar i n 
Viet Na m. I n t he C at h olic C h urc h, P o p e J o h n X XIII c o n ve ne d 
t he h o p e- fille d S e c o n d Vatic a n C o u ncil t h at h a d w orl d wi de re-
ver b er ati o ns.  B a c k at t he p aris h, Fr. R o a c h re n o v ate d t he c h urc h 
i n 1 9 6 4 i n a c c or d a nc e wit h t he de cre es iss ue d b y Vatic a n II.  S o, 
i n de e d t he w orl d a n d t he c h urc h h a d c h a n g e d d uri n g t he 1 9 6 0s.

I n D e c e m b er of 1 9 7 0, t he ol d w o o d-fr a me c h urc h w as 
t or n d o w n t o m a k e r o o m f or a ne w m ulti- p ur p os e h all.  The 
ol d b uil di n g h a d s er ve d t he p aris h well f or ne arl y a c e nt ur y.  Fr. 
R o a c h i n 1 9 7 1 o vers a w t he c o nstr ucti o n of t he p aris h s o ci al h all, 
b ut l ater t h at ye ar b e c a me s eri o usl y ill.  Past or E merit us Cle m -
e nt A. R o a c h die d at s e ve nt y-f o ur ye ars of a g e o n Fri d a y A pril 
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9 , 1 9 5 7, Fr. Gri ffi n h oste d f ort y-f o ur fell o w priests a n d reli gi o us 
b r ot hers at a di n ner a n d s o ci al e ve ni n g i n St. A n n’s Paris h h all.

F r. Gri ffi n a n d his assist a nts f ostere d a h ar m o ni o us p ar-
is h, a n d, wit h t he sisters m ai nt ai ne d a well-f u ncti o ni n g s c h o ol.  
S o well, i n f a ct, t h at t he p aris h f a c e d yet a n ot her a c ute crisis t o 
a c c o m m o d ate a n e xc ess e nr ol me nt of t w o h u n dre d p u pils.  As t his 
w as t he B a b y B o o m er a a cr oss t he n ati o n, pr oje cti o ns were t h at 
t his tre n d w o ul d c o nti n ue; s o, yet a n ot her b uil di n g pr oje ct s e e me d 
i ne vit a ble. F or t he s h ort ter m, a st o p g a p me as ure w as a g ai n t he 
s ol uti o n t o bi de ti me.  St. A n n’s p aris h re nte d t he u n us e d s e c o n d 
fl o or of Mill v ale S e c o n d W ar d P u blic S c h o ol w here t he t w o, si xt h 
gr a d e a n d t w o, s e v e nt h gr a d e cl ass es w er e t e m p or aril y r el o c at e d.

Fr. Cl e m e nt A. R o a c h, C. S. S p. , s u c c e e d e d Fr. Griffi n i n 
N o ve m b e r 1 9 5 8, w h o li ve d i n retire me nt at D u q ues ne U ni versit y 
a n d c ele br ate d his G ol de n J u bile e i n 1 9 7 8.  He die d i n Pitts b ur g h 
o n J ul y 2 , 1 9 7 9 i n his s e ve nt y-s e ve nt h ye ar. Fr. R o a c h, a Ne w Y or k 
n ati ve, b or n i n 1 9 0 1 a n d or d ai ne d i n 1 9 2 6, arri ve d at St. A n n ’s 
wit h ric h a n d v arie d e x p erie nc es.  His first a p p oi nt me nt w as t o 
S o ut h P hil a del p hi a w here he b e c a me a n a d v o c ate f or t he mi n orit y 
c o m m u nit y.  As R e ct or of St. Peter Cl a ver C h urc h, he s p o k e o n 
lo c al r a di o br o a d c asts a n d t he P hil a del p hi a press i nter vie we d hi m 
d ue t o his s u p p ort f or t he “ Ne gr o A p ost ol ate .” I n 1 9 3 5, he o p e ne d 
a m issi o n h o us e f or t he Fr a ncis c a n Sisters of t he At o ne me nt wit h 
Presi de nt Fr a n kli n D. R o os e velt re c o g nizi n g his w or k i n 1 9 3 6. 1 1

F r. R o a c h c o nti n ue d his a p ost ol ate t hr o u g h a s eries of 
assi g n me nts i n t he D e e p S o ut h, w here his k n a c k f or f u n d-r aisi n g 
a n d b uil di n g b e c a me well k n o w n.  As p ast or, i n 1 9 4 0, he de di-
c ate d Bless e d M arti n de P orres S c h o ol at St. Peter Cl a ver C h urc h, 
O kl a h o m a Cit y, w here t he f oll o wi n g ye ar he b uilt a ne w l u nc h-
ro o m.  I n 1 9 4 2, after a fire h a d b a dl y d a m a g e d t he c h urc h i nte-
ri or, he c o m plete d t he re n o v ati o n wit h s u p p ort fr o m p aris hi o ners 
a n d b e nef a ct ors.  I n 1 9 4 5, he w as f o u n di n g p ast or of H ol y S pirit 
P aris h K a ns as Cit y, M O.  Wit hi n less t h a n ei g hte e n m o nt hs, he 
b uilt a ne w c h urc h t here, “st arti n g fr o m s cr at c h i n a p o or Ne gr o 
c o m m u n ity.”  1 2   F o ur ye ars l ater, he b e c a me p ast or of S a cre d He art 
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ne w re cre ati o n c e nter a n d hi g h s c h o ol cl assr o o ms.  W hile t here, 
he c ele br ate d t he Sil ver J u bile e of his priest h o o d o n A u g ust 2 8, 
1 9 5 1 a n d w as re assi g ne d as p ast or of St. E d w ar d Ne w I b eri a, L A 
in 1 9 5 7.  fiere he m a de pl a ns a n d br o k e gr o u n d f or a ne w c h urc h.  
In 1 9 5 8, after a w ait of f ort y l o n g ye ars St. E d w ar d ’s h ad “…a 

p er m a ne nt c h urc h t h a n ks t o t he res o urc ef ul ness of t he pre vi o us 
p ast ors a n d t he i n g e n uit y a n d k n o wle d g e of t he pres e nt p ast or, 
Fr. R o a c h.”  1 3   

W he n Fr. R o a c h re pl a c e d Fr. Gri ffi n as p ast or at Mill v ale 
his re p ut ati o n h a d pre c e de d hi m.  Paris hi o ners were n ot q uite 
s ure w h at t o e x p e ct after w or ki n g f or o ver a de c a de wit h t he 
g e ni al Fr. Gri ffi n.  O n his arri v al i n N o ve m b er 1 9 5 8, he str ai g ht -
a w a y est a blis he d a b uil di n g c o m mitte e f or t he m u c h- ne e de d 
ne w s c h o ol. C h ar a cteristic all y, Fr. R o a c h t o o k c h ar g e a n d it w as 
“f ull ste a m a he a d ” fr o m t he n o n.  A f u n d-r aisi n g c a m p ai g n w as 
i niti ate d, a n d he b e g a n t o pre a c h his “ Gre e n” s er m o ns at S u n d a y 
M ass es.  He u n hesit ati n gl y as k e d f or m o ne y a n d ur g e d “ Sile nt ” 
c olle cti o ns, t he i m plic ati o n b ei n g he w as n ot e x p e cti n g c oi ns or 
e xtr a c h a n g e, b ut pref er a bl y l ar g e de n o mi n ati o n p a p er m o ne y 
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The 1 9 6 0s are v ari o usl y c h ar a cteriz e d, b ut s u ffi c e t o s a y 
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I n D e c e m b er of 1 9 7 0, t he ol d w o o d-fr a me c h urc h w as 
t or n d o w n t o m a k e r o o m f or a ne w m ulti- p ur p os e h all.  The 
ol d b uil di n g h a d s er ve d t he p aris h well f or ne arl y a c e nt ur y.  Fr. 
R o a c h i n 1 9 7 1 o vers a w t he c o nstr u cti o n of t he p aris h s o ci al h all, 
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e nt A. R o a c h die d at s e ve nt y-f o ur ye ars of a g e o n Fri d a y A pril 
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1 1, 1 9 7 5, w hile i n resi de nc e at t he Vi nc e nti a n H o me.  R e v. R e gis 
C. G ut hrie, C. S. S p., w as a p p oi nte d i nteri m a d mi nistr at or u ntil a 
s uc c ess or t o Fr. R o a c h w as i de nti fie d.  
 
D E C LI N E
 B e gi n ni n g i n t he 1 9 6 0s a n d e xte n di n g t hr o u g h o ut t he 
1 9 7 0s, t he f a ct ors liste d a b o ve res ulte d i n u p he a v als t hr o u g h o ut 
t he w orl d.  fie c u m ul ati ve e ff e ct of t h os e f a ct ors a n d ot hers af-
fe cte d C at h olic p aris h life, i ncl u di n g t he p ar o c hi al s c h o ol s ys-
te m.  D e m o gr a p hic s hifts o c c urre d as s e g me nts of t he p o p ul ati o n 
mi gr ate d fr o m i n ner- cit y et h nic p aris hes o ut w ar d i nt o a ffl ue nt 
s u b ur b a n territ ori al p aris hes; fe wer ne w v o c ati o ns c o u ple d wit h 
t h os e le a vi n g reli gi o us life c o ntri b ute d t o d wi n dli n g n u m b ers of 
priests a n d sisters; e nr oll me nt i n p ar o c hi al s c h o ols pl u m mete d.
 A mi d t his t ur m oil, Fr. N or m a n G. H a n n a hs, C. S. S p., 
arri ve d i n 1 9 7 5 as t he ne w p ast or. He w as f ort u n ate t o i n herit a 
h u n dre d- ye ar- ol d, de bt-fre e p aris h.  Fr. H a n n a hs pr o ve d t o b e a 
pr a yerf ul m a n w h o e xc elle d i n h u m a n rel ati o ns as he c are d f or his 
p aris hi o ners a n d br o u g ht i m pr o ve me nts a n d p e a c e t o t he p aris h.  
B y t he l ate 1 9 8 0s, wit h de m o gr a p hics s hifts i n f ull s wi n g, it b e -
c a me i ncre asi n gl y a p p are nt t h at Mill v ale c o ul d n o l o n g er s u p p ort 
t hre e C at h olic c h urc hes i n e xiste nc e, e a c h wit h its o w n p ar o c hi al 
s c h o ol.  The t hre e p ast ors b e g a n t heir deli b er ati o ns. Thes e were Fr. 
H a n n a hs at St. A n n’s, Fr. R o b ert S p a n g e n b er g at St. A nt h o n y’s, 
a n d Fr. Hr o b o k a at St. Nic h ol as’s. W here as i n t he 1 9 6 0s e a c h of 
t he t hre e p ar o c hi al s c h o ols i n Mill v ale h a d e nr olle d b et we e n 6 0 0-
7 0 0 p u pils, e nr oll me nt b y 1 9 8 7 h a d di mi nis he d dr a m atic all y t o 
1 8 7 at St. A n n’s, 1 9 3 at St. A nt h o n y’s, a n d 1 2 6 at St. Nic h ol as’s.  
Pre dict a bl y, t hes e s c h o ols mer g e d i nt o o ne — H ol y S pirit R e -
gi o n al C at h olic — wit h o p er ati o ns c o ns oli d ate d i n t he f or mer St. 
A nt h o n y f a cilit y. 1 4

 F r. H a n n a hs w as p ast or fr o m 1 9 7 5- 1 9 8 9.  O n le ar ni n g 
t h at he w as le a vi n g St. A n n’s, p aris hi o ners si g ne d a n d deli vere d 
a p etiti o n ur gi n g t h at he b e p er mitte d t o re m ai n as t heir p ast or, 
b ut t o n o a v ail.  Fr D a vi d L. S mit h, C. S. S p., s uc c e e de d hi m as t he 
l ast p ast or. Pitts b ur g h Bis h o p D o n al d W. W uerl, i n a letter d ate d 
M arc h 1 9 9 4, a n n o u nc e d t he s u p pressi o n of b ot h St. A n n’s a n d St. 
A nt h o n y’s as p art of a di o c es a n wi de re or g a niz ati o n al pl a n. 1 5   A 
tr a nsiti o n p eri o d b e gi n ni n g M arc h 1 1 w o ul d pre c e de t he mer gi n g 
of t he p aris hes o n M a y 2 7, 1 9 9 4, wit h t he ne w p aris h  k n o w n as 
H ol y S pirit Paris h h a vi n g t w o “ w ors hi p sites,” o ne at St. A n n’s a n d 

t he ot her at St. A nt h o n y’s.1 6

 Th e l ast M ass c ele br ate d as St. A n n’s Paris h b y Fr. S mit h 
t o o k pl a c e o n M a y 2 2, 1 9 9 4.  At t h at ti me t he p ast or at St. A n-
t h o n y Paris h w as R e v. Al b ert M. S eic he p hi ne, C. S. S p.  The res ul-
t a nt ne wl y desi g n ate d H ol y S pirit Paris h re m ai ne d e ntr uste d t o 
t he S pirit a ns wit h Fr. S eic he pi ne a p p oi nte d its first p ast or ( 1 9 9 4-
1 9 9 6).  He die d o n S e pte m b er 3, 2 0 0 7, at 8 1 ye ars of a g e. Fr. 
S mit h t o o k u p a n a p p oi nt me nt as C h air of t he D e p art me nt of 
Ps yc h ol o g y at D u q ues ne U ni versit y w here he w as l ater a p p oi nte d 
s u p eri or of t he Tri nit y H all c o m m u nit y ( 1 9 9 5- 2 0 0 4). He s u bs e-
q ue ntl y b e c a me s u p eri or of t he S pirit a n C o m m u nit y i n Fl ori d a.  
He die d i n Pitts b ur g h J ul y 2 1, 2 0 1 1, i n his s e ve nt y- ni nt h ye ar.  
 F r. J o h n R. We b er, C. S. S p., re pl a c e d Fr. S eic he pi ne as 
p ast or at H ol y S pirit fr o m 1 9 9 6 u ntil 2 0 0 1.  The t w o “ w ors hi p 
sites” c o nti n ue d t o f u ncti o n f or ne arl y f o ur ye ars b ut t he e n d w as 
i ne vit a ble.1 7     A fi n al M ass at t he ol d St. A n n’s “ w ors hi p site ” of 
H ol y S pirit Paris h i n t he B or o u g h of Mill v ale w as c ele br ate d o n 
Fe br u ar y 2 2, 1 9 9 8, after w hic h t he b uil di n gs were cl os e d. 1 8   St. 
A n n’s C h urc h w as de c o ns e cr ate d a n d t he b uil di n g w as s ol d i n 
2 0 0 0.  F oll o wi n g c o nsi der a ble re n o v ati o n, t he b uil di n g o p e ne d 
i n 2 0 0 2 as a n e ntert ai n me nt ve n ue u n der t he n a me of Mr. 
S m all. 1 9  Me a n w hile, Fr.  G e or g e S p a n g e n b er g, C. S. S p. s er ve d 
as t he fi n al S pirit a n p ast or at H ol y S pirit Paris h Mill v ale fr o m 
2 0 0 1- 2 0 0 5, at w hic h j u nct ure t he Di o c es e of Pitts b ur g h b e g a n t o 
assi g n di o c es a n priests, t h us e n di n g S pirit a n pres e nc e t here.

E PI L O G U E
 Th e S pirit a ns w h o s er ve d at St. A n n’s Paris h f or well o ver 
a c e nt ur y mi nistere d tirelessl y, n ot o nl y t o t he ne e ds of p aris hi o -
ners, b ut als o t o t he wi der Mill v ale c o m m u nit y.  The de dic ate d 
priests fr o m t he C o n gre g ati o n of t he H ol y S pirit al o n g wit h t he 
de v ote d Sisters of St. Fr a ncis o ff ere d t heir b est, n ot o nl y d uri n g 
g o o d ti mes of gr o wt h a n d as c e nt, b ut als o m ore i m p ort a ntl y d ur -
i n g h ars her ti mes of w ar, p a n de mic, e c o n o mic de pressi o n, a n d 
m ulti ple fl o o ds.  As t he S pirit a ns a d mi nistere d t he s a cr a me nts t o 
l o y al p aris hi o ners fr o m birt h t o t he gr a ve, t he Fr a ncis c a n sisters 
i nstille d i n t heir p u pils’ str o n g f o u n d ati o ns i n t he pre c e pts of t he 
C at h olic f ait h.  S o t o o, t he y pr o vi de d a s oli d e d uc ati o n i n t he 
li b er al arts, t o g et her wit h g o o d d os es of le g e n d ar y dis ci pli ne a n d 
s elf- c o ntr ol.
 Th e priests a n d sisters re m ai ne d ste a df ast i n h o n ori n g 
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ners, b ut als o t o t he wi der Mill v ale c o m m u nit y.  The de dic ate d 
priests fr o m t he C o n gre g ati o n of t he H ol y S pirit al o n g wit h t he 
de v ote d Sisters of St. Fr a ncis o ff ere d t heir b est, n ot o nl y d uri n g 
g o o d ti mes of gr o wt h a n d as c e nt, b ut als o m ore i m p ort a ntl y d ur -
i n g h ars her ti mes of w ar, p a n de mic, e c o n o mic de pressi o n, a n d 
m ulti ple fl o o ds.  As t he S pirit a ns a d mi nistere d t he s a cr a me nts t o 
l o y al p aris hi o ners fr o m birt h t o t he gr a ve, t he Fr a ncis c a n sisters 
i nstille d i n t heir p u pils’ str o n g f o u n d ati o ns i n t he pre c e pts of t he 
C at h olic f ait h.  S o t o o, t he y pr o vi de d a s oli d e d u c ati o n i n t he 
li b er al arts, t o g et her wit h g o o d d os es of le g e n d ar y dis ci pli ne a n d 
s elf- c o ntr ol.
 Th e priests a n d sisters re m ai ne d ste a df ast i n h o n ori n g 

St. A n n’s C h urc h 
w as dec o nsecr ate d 
a n d t he b uil di ng 
w as s ol d i n 2 0 0 0.

It bec a me  
i ncre asi ngly  
a p p are nt t h at 
Mill v ale c o ul d 
n o l o nger s u p p ort 
t hree C at h olic 
c h urc hes  
i n e xiste nce.

 De m ogr a p hic 
s hifts occ urre d 
as seg me nts of 
t he p o p ul ati o n 
migr ate d fr o m 
i n ner-city et h nic 
p aris hes.
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Wo me n’s Or di n ati o n i n t he C at h o -
lic C h urc h, b y J o h n O’ Brie n, c o mes at a n 
i nt eresti n g  ti me,  t he  ri g ht  ti me.  It  p os es  
t he  ri g ht  q u esti o ns  a n d  s u g g ests  i nt erest-
i n g a ns wers.1  Th e c o ntr o vers y o ver t he n o n-
pr o m oti o n  or  n o n- a p p oi nt me nt  ( O’ Brie n  
pref ers  “ n o n- or d ai n a bilit y ”)  of  w o me n  t o  
t he priest h o o d i n t he C at h olic C h ur c h is 
b e cl o u d e d  wit h  c ult ur al  ass u m pti o ns  a n d  
c ult ur al  w ars  o ver  g e n d er.  G e n d er  as  a  
s o ci al  c o nstr u ct  d et er mi nes  m ale-f e m ale  
r oles.  Th os e  g e n d er  r oles  are  t he ms el ves  
ti me-s p a c e b o u n d a n d n ot t o b e h ar d e ne d 
i nt o irref or m a ble l a ws i n f a c e of s ur gi n g s o-
ci al c h a n g e. Ni g eri a n f e mi nist s o ci ol o gists, 
w or ki n g fr o m p ost c ol o ni al e pist e m ol o gic al 
fr a me w or k, g o f urt her. Th e y ar g u e t h at t he 
c ol o ni al- p ost c ol o ni al d o mi n a nt i d e ol o g y of 
g e n d er is e xt er n all y i m p os e d; a pr o d u ct of 
wr o n g he a d e d “a nt hr o p ol o g y ”.  2

O’ Brie n’s  w or k  t a k es  t he  re a d er  
t hr o u g h a t h or o u g h hist oric al i n vesti g ati o n 
of t he f o u n d ati o ns of a n d p ositi o ns a d o pt -

1. Ori gi n all y p u blis h e d i n B ulleti n
of Ec u me nic al The ol og y , v ol. 3 1 ( 2 0 1 9):
1 4 2- 7, © Th e E c u m e ni c al Ass o ci ati o n
of Ni g eri a n Th e ol o gi a ns. Re pri nt e d b y
p er missi o n of t h e a ut h or a n d p u blis h er.

e d o n t he n o n- or d ai n a bilit y of w o me n t o 
t he priest h o o d b y I nter I nsig ni ores, D e cl a-
r ati o n of t he S a cre d C o n gre g ati o n f or t he 
D o ctri ne  of  t he  Fait h  ( C D F)  t h at  P o p e  
Pa ul VI a p pr o ve d, c o n fir me d a n d or d ere d 
t o  b e  p u blis he d,  O ct o b er  1 5  1 9 7 6.  This  
d e cl ar ati o n h as d e vel o p e d its o w n lif e; re -
p e at e d  a n d  re a ffir me d  u n d er  s u bs e q u e nt  
p o p es. J o h n Pa ul II, i n Or di n ati o s acer d o -
t alis ( 1 9 9 4),  c o ncl u d e d  t h at  n o n- or d ai n-
a bilit y  of  w o me n  s h o ul d  b e  d e fi niti vel y  
hel d b y all t he f ait hf ul. B e ne dict X VI a n d 
re c e ntl y  P o p e  Fr a ncis  h a ve  re p e at e d  t he  
pre c e pt. H o we ver, i n t he c o ncl u di n g c h a p -
t er  of  his  b o o k,  O’ Brie n  t a k es  t he  re a d er  
t o D e c e m b er 2 8, 1 9 7 0, w he n Bis h o p Feli x 
M ari a D a vi d e k, t he u n d er gr o u n d C at h olic 
Bis h o p of t he Cz e c h R e p u blic (s u p p ort e d 
b y t he Vatic a n) or d ai ne d L u d mil a Ja v or o -
v a, priest. D a vi d e k s a w w o me n or di n ati o n 
as  p art  of  t he  a ns wer  t o  t he  c h alle n g e  of  
mi nistr y  i n  t he  c o m m u nist  re p u blic:  “f e -
m ale  priests”  c o ul d  c as u all y  visit  “f e m ale  
pris o ners” wit h o ut ar o usi n g s us pici o n. D a -
vi d e k die d i n 1 9 8 7. L u d mil a’s lett er t o J o h n 
Pa ul II e x pl ai ni n g t he cir c u mst a nc es of her 
or di n ati o n ne ver re c ei ve d a re pl y ( p. 1 9 3). 
W o ul d t he P o p e h a ve m o di fi e d his p ositi o n 
f or p ast or al re as o ns (Or di n ati o S acer d ot alis 
n ot wit hst a n di n g)? O ne is left w o n d eri n g!

D es pit e t he f a ct t h at b y t he P o n -
ti fi c at e of J o h n Pa ul II t he o ffi ci al p ositi o n 
w as t h at t he c o n vers ati o n o n w o me n or di -
n ati o n  w as  o ver,  i nt erest  i n  t he  q u esti o n  
k e e ps  o n  i ncre asi n g.  Th at  t he  p ositi o n  of  
I nter I nsig ni ores w as t a k e n u p b y B e ne dict 
X VI a n d P o p e Fr a ncis, o nl y s h o ws t h at it is 

B o o k R e vi e ws
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