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3 O’Brien notes that “apostle” was used frequently in the 9" century Life of Magdalene, by Raba-

nus Maurus. (p. 48n10).
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copacy is the fullness of the priesthood.
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CArDINAL DIEUDONNE
NzZAPALAINGA

JE SUIS VENU VOUS
APPORTER LA PAIX.

FRAMCE; MEDIASPAUL, 2020. 156PP. (PBK).
ISBM 9782712215507. $20.

Je suts venu vous apporter la Paix, [°1
have come that you may have Peacc”] was
written by Spiritan Cardinal Dicudonné
Mzapalainga, Archbishop of Bangui, capi-
tal of the Central African Republic (CAR).

Born in a disadvantaged district
of Bangassou, in the south of the CAR,
Dicudonné Nzapalainga wanted to become
a pricst to follow the cxample of Father
Léon, a Dutch Spiritan missionary very
closc to the poor. Having become a Spiritan
in his turn, he spent several years in France
before returning to the Central African
Bepublic as District Superior. Appointed
apostolic administrator in 2009 and then
archbishop of Bangui in 2012, he became
the voice of peace in the civil war that broke
out in 2013.

He was created cardinal in 2016,
at just 49 ycars old, after Pope Francis’
remarkable visit to Bangui in November
2015. During that visit Pope Francis an-
ticipated the opening of the Holy Door at
St. Peter's Basilica in Rome and thus inau-
gurating the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of

Mercy (December 8, 2015 to November 20,
2016) with the opening of the Holy Door
of Bangui cathedral. The pope cxplained
this prophetic action, “The Holy Year begins
earlier in this land that has suffered for many
years as a result of war, hatred, misunder-
standing and a lack of peace.”

Personally committed to the peace
process in his country, Nzapalainga partici-
pated alongside the president of the Islamic
Council and the president of the Evangeli-
cal Alliance in Bangui, in the foundation of
the interfaith Platform for Peace in Central
Africa. This book gives a rarc and original
testimony to the Christdan challenge to
go beyond the usual divisions that scpa-
ratc people and foment suspicion, and
distrust thart
overflows into violence. Shortly after his
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appointment as Archbishop of Bangui,
Mzpalainga had to face the cvil war that
was ravaging thc country and its capital.
The conflict, initial-ly political,
gradually labelled and
identified as a rcligious conflict

Christians and Muslims. To

stem this wave of violence thart nnthing
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scems to be able to stop, he continues to
travel all over the country to call for
appcascment with an imam and a
pastor. “The three saints of Bangui”
as Le Monde would call them, have

succeeded in averting massacres and com-
mitting communitics to the path of recon-
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resolve conflicts, free hostages, and bring
about a process of peace and reconciliation.
This they continuc to do often at the risk
of their lives. Cardinal Nzapalainga found
himself several times with a weapon aimed
at his head. He attributes his many cscapes
from injury to the force of his words.

The cardinal’s courage makes him
today onc of the most listened to men in
Central Africa. Why did he darc to stand
up against the warlords? Why arc his calls
for reconciliation heeded? How do you ac-
tually become a peacemaker? Nzapalainga
addresses these questions and talks about
his carcer and his experience with Laurence
Desjoyaux, journalist at La Vie (a weckly
French Roman Catholic magazine) who
accompanicd him on onc of his tours in
the interior of the country. She witnessed
firsthand that his reputation and courage
cnabled him to bring together opposing
militia lcaders and make concrete progress
for peace.

Desjoyaux is an accomplished
reporter with expertise in jihadist move-
ments. She has travelled and reported ex-
tensively on Central Africa and the Middle
East. She has also collaborated with the
head of the Chaldean Catholic Church in
Iraq, Louis Raphacl Sako, created cardinal
by Pope Francis in 2018. Sako’s book, Ne
nowus oubliez pas I *Do not forget us” (2015)
tells the story of the atrocitics committed
in Iraq against Christians since the estab-
lishment of the Islamic State. Desjoyaux
accompanicd and reported on Pope Fran-
cis’ historic visit to Iraq in March 2021.

In Je suis venu vous apporter la Paix
she cnables Cardinal MNzapalainga to put
the spotlight on the continuing anarchic
violence besctting his beloved CAR with
its cver decpening divisions and hostilitics.
A dcbt of gratitude is owed to journalists
such as Desjoyaux for giving global access
to the story of such intelligent and brave
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Christian advocates for peace and recon-
ciliation.

Like his brother cardinal, Nza-
palainga calls for help to put an end to a
dramartic situation and for an international
mobilization of all peoples and all religions
in the causc of peace.

Both church leaders are con-
temporary Christian witnesses to great
strength of soul and courage in the face of
adversity that can inspire their contempo-
rarics.

Jean-Michel Gelmetti, C.5.5p.,
D'u.guf_rm’ Uﬂiﬂmﬁ[}u

Maria CimrErMANN, RSCJ
RELIGIOUS LIFE FOR
OUR WORLD: CREATING
COMMUNITIES OF HOPE.

MARYKMNOLL, MY.: ORBIS BOOKS, 2020. 248
PP (PEK). ISBMN 9781626983809. $28

Maria Cimperman, R5C], is di-
rector of the Center for the Study of Consc-
crated Life at Catholic Theological Union
(CTU) in Chicago, USA. She writes both
as a theologian, and as an experienced reli-
gious of over twenty-five years. While rec-
ognizing her own particular North Ameri-
can contcxt, Cimperman points out that
she “lives in an intcrnational community,
and is part of an intcrnational congrega-
tion” (xviii). She acknowledges engagement
with religious on four continents, — giving
particular mention to Koreca, Philippines,
and Australia, — that informs her think-
ing and writing on rcligious life today.
The blurb on the back cover claims that
“this book brings together God’s call, the
world’s needs, and charisms in consecrated
lifc in a way that dynamically engages the

vows, praycr, community, and ministry for
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