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El o c h u k w u U z u k w u, C. S. S p. 

C a r di n a l  d i e u d o n n é 
n z a p a l a i n g a

J E S U I S V E N U V O U S 
A P P O R T E R L A P A I X.

F R A N C E; M E DI A S P A U L, 2 0 2 0. 1 5 6 P P. ( P B K).
I S B N 9 7 8 2 7 1 2 2 1 5 5 0 7. $ 2 0.

Je s uis ve n u v o us a p p orter l a P ai x, [ ”I 
h a ve c o me t h at y o u m a y h a ve Pe a c e ”] w as 
writt e n  b y  S pirit a n  C ar di n al  Die u d o n né  
Nz a p al ai n g a, Ar c h bis h o p of B a n g ui, c a pi -
t al of t he C e ntr al Afric a n R e p u blic ( C A R). 

B or n  i n  a  dis a d v a nt a g e d  district  
of  B a n g ass o u,  i n  t he  s o ut h  of  t he  C A R,  
Die u d o n né Nz a p al ai n g a w a nt e d t o b e c o me 
a  priest  t o  f oll o w  t he  e x a m ple  of  Fat her  
L é o n,  a  D ut c h  S pirit a n  missi o n ar y  ver y  
cl os e t o t he p o or. H a vi n g b e c o me a S pirit a n 
i n his t ur n, he s p e nt s e ver al y e ars i n Fr a nc e 
b ef ore  ret ur ni n g  t o  t he  C e ntr al  Afric a n  
R e p u blic  as  District  S u p eri or.  A p p oi nt e d  
a p ost olic  a d mi nistr at or  i n  2 0 0 9  a n d  t he n  
ar c h bis h o p of B a n g ui i n 2 0 1 2, he b e c a me 
t he v oic e of p e a c e i n t he ci vil w ar t h at br o k e 
o ut i n 2 0 1 3. 

He  w as  cre at e d  c ar di n al  i n  2 0 1 6,  
at  j ust  4 9  y e ars  ol d,  aft er  P o p e  Fr a ncis’  
re m ar k a ble  visit  t o  B a n g ui  i n  N o ve m b er  
2 0 1 5. D uri n g t h at visit P o p e Fr a ncis  a n -
tici p at e d t he o p e ni n g of t he H ol y D o or at 
St. Pet er’s B asilic a i n R o me a n d t h us i n a u -
g ur ati n g t he E xtr a or di n ar y J u bile e Ye ar of 

Mer c y ( D e c e m b er 8, 2 0 1 5 t o N o ve m b er 2 0, 
2 0 1 6) wit h t he o p e ni n g of t he H ol y D o or 
of  B a n g ui  c at he dr al.  Th e  p o p e  e x pl ai ne d  
this pr o p hetic a cti o n, “ The H oly Ye ar begi ns 
e arlier i n t his l a n d t h at h as s u ffere d f or m a ny 
ye ars  as  a  res ult  of  w ar,  h atre d,  mis u n der -
st a n di ng a n d a l ac k of pe ace.”

P ers o n all y c o m mitt e d t o t h e p e a c e 
pr o c ess i n his c o u ntr y, Nz a p al ai n g a p arti ci-
p at e d al o n gsi d e t h e pr esi d e nt of t h e Isl a mi c 
C o u n cil a n d t h e pr esi d e nt of t h e E v a n g eli-
c al Alli a n c e i n B a n g ui, i n t h e f o u n d ati o n of 
t h e i nt erf ait h Pl atf or m f or P e a c e i n C e ntr al 
Afri c a. T his b o o k gi v es a r ar e a n d ori gi n al 
t esti m o n y  t o  t h e  C hristi a n  c h all e n g e  t o  
g o  b e y o n d  t h e  us u al  di visi o ns  t h at  s e p a-
r at e p e o pl e a n d fo m e nt s us pi ci o n, a n d 
t o o v er c o m e  t h e distr ust  t h at oft e n 
o v erfl o ws i nt o vi ol e n c e. S h ortl y aft er his 
a p p oi nt m e nt as Ar c h bis h o p of B a n g ui, 
Nz p al ai n g a h a d t o f a c e t h e ci vil w ar t h at 
w as r a v a gi n g t h e c o u ntr y a n d its c a pit al. 
T h e  c o nfli ct,  i niti al-l y p oliti c al, 
gr a d u all y  b e c a m e  l a b ell e d a n d 
i d e ntifi e d as  a  r eli gi o us  c o nfli ct  
b et w e e n  C hristi a ns a n d M usli ms. T o 
st e m t his w a v e of vi ol e n c e t h at n ot hi n g 
s e e ms t o b e a bl e t o st o p, h e c o nti n u es t o 
tr a v el all o v er t h e c o u ntr y  t o  c all  f or  
a p p e as e m e nt  wit h  a n  i m a m  a n d  a  
p ast or.  “ T h e  t hr e e  s ai nts  of  B a n g ui ” 
as Le M o n de w o ul d c all t he m, h a ve 
s u c c e e d e d i n a v erti n g m ass a cr es a n d c o m-
mitti n g c o m m u niti es t o t h e p at h of r e c o n-
cili ati o n. T h e y g et i n v ol v e d as m e di at ors t o 

d eri vi n g fr o m or di n ati o n, a p p oi nt me nt; a n d 
t heir i nst all ati o n w as n ot a si m ple blessi n g. 
Th e M oz ar a bic Li ber Or di n u m (Or d o a d or -
di n ati o ne m A b b atiss u m ), o p e ns t heir or di n a-
ti o n wit h t he lit ur gic al pr a y er i n v o ki n g G o d 
w h o d o es n ot dis cri mi n at e as t o s e x u alit y: 
“O m ni p ote ns D o mi ne De us, a p u d q ue m n o n 
est discreti o se x u u m.” O’ Brie n n ot es t h at t he 
A b b ess “is cl ot he d i n s a cr e d vest me nts a n d 
cr o w ne d wit h a mitr e ”; t he cr osier of t he A b -
b ess is n ot p urel y c ere m o ni al, r at her a s y m -
b ol of o ffi c e. ( p. 1 1 4)

I n t he E ast er n C h ur c h, o ne of t he 
m ost  i nt eresti n g  a c c o u nts  o n  d e a c o ness es  
c o mes fr o m 5 t h c e nt ur y C o nst a nti n o ple, of 
J o h n  C hr ys ost o m  a n d  e m p er or  t he ol o gi a n  
Th e o d osi us.  Ol y m pi as  w as  a  3 0- y e ar- ol d  
wi d o w w he n s he w as or d ai ne d d e a c o n. S he 
w as i n a d missi ble b e c a us e s he ne e d e d t o at -
t ai n t he c a n o nic al a g e of 6 0 y e ars. H o w e ver, 
i n t he d o mi n a nt s o ci o- e c clesi al i d e ol o g y of 
“est at e c h ur c hes”, “ bis h o ps a n d est at e o w n -
ers  u n d erst o o d  t he  c h ur c h  as  a n  e xt e n d e d  
h o us e h ol d ” ( p. 9 6). This i m p a ct e d o n mi n -
ist eri al o ffi c es. Wit h Ol y m pi as wi d o we d at 
a g e 2 2, a n d wit h i m me ns e w e alt h attr a cti n g 
all s o ci al c at e g ories i ncl u di n g bis h o ps, a n d 
wit h  a  re v olt  t hre at e ni n g  C o nst a nti n o ple,  
t he r ules c h a n g e d. Th e est at e c h ur c h of cl a ns 
f or c e d C o nst a nti n o ple t o b e n d t he r ule, a n d 
Ol y m pi as b e c a me a d e a c o ness at a g e 3 0.

Ta ki n g a c c o u nt of t he s o ci o c ult ur al 
i m p a cts o n W o me n’s Or di n ati o n, it is  less 
di ffi c ult  t o  a gre e  wit h  O’ Brie n’s  hist oric al  
critic al a n al ysis of t he S cri pt ur al m at eri al —
his  pref er e nc e  f or  t he  M art h a  ( W o m a n)  
of  J o h n’s  G os p el  ( pr esi di n g  o ver  a  h o us e  
c h ur c h) t o t he r e d u c e d r ole of t he M art h a 
( W o m a n) of L u k e- A cts ( ne ver “a missi o n ar y 
pre a c her ”). Th e fl ui dit y of mi nistr y gi ves o ne 

m ore fle xi bilit y i n i nt er preti n g t he he a ds hi p 
of h o us e c h ur c hes, t he mi nistr y of d e a c o n -
e ss es a n d ass o ci at es of Pa ul li k e P h o e b e w h o 
to o k c h ar g e of c h ur c hes. P h o e b e, i n p artic-
ul ar, w as t he tr ust e d b e arer of Pa ul ’s lett er 
t o t he C h ur c h of R o me, a cl ust er of h o us e 
c hur c hes t h at Pa ul h as n ot visit e d ( p p. 5 2-
5 3);  t his  dis pl a ys  t he  cle ar  f u ncti o ni n g  of  
w o me n i n mi nistr y.

C a n o ne s a y t h at O’ Brie n, i n t his 
m o n o gr a p h,  is  p atie nt  wit h  P o p e  Fr a ncis,  
i.e. tr usti n g t h at wit h ti me, his ne w s y n o d al 
st yle  (e. g.  t he  P o p e’s  re a cti o n  t o  t he  Fi n al  
D o c u me nt of t he S y n o d of A m a z o ni a), a n d 
b uil di n g wi d er c o ns e ns us, t he P o p e will p ass 
to a cti o n o n t he or di n ati o n of d e a c o ness es? 
Thi s is t he f e eli n g o ne g ets fr o m O’ Brie n’s 
c o m me nts o n t he st a n d of P o p e Fr a ncis. Th e 
mi n d of O’ Brie n is cle ar o n t he m att er. Cit -
i n g  C ar di n al  Gr a ci as  ( M u m b ai),  O’ Brie n  
c oul d pre dict t h at “ prel at es fr o m t he ni ne-
n ati o n  A m a z o ni a n  re gi o n  c o ul d  still  p eti -
tio n t he V atic a n o n a c as e- b y- c as e b asis f or 
the  di a c o n al  mi nistr y  of  w o me n  t hr o u g h  
or di n ati o n ” ( p. 9 4 n 3 7).

T h e  r e a d er  m a y  a gr e e  or  
dis a gr e e  wit h  t h e  c o n cl usi o ns  of  t his  
i nt er esti n g  w or k. T h e l ast s e nt e n c e c o m es 
as n o s ur pris e. It is fr a m e d i n s u c h a fir m 
w a y as t o l e a v e t h e r e a d er i n n o d o u bt a b o ut 
t h e p ositi o n of t h e a ut h or, w h o g ets t h e l ast 
w or d: “ T h e pr a cti c e a n d  pr es u m pti o n  of  
t h e  n o n- or d ai n a bilit y  of  w o m e n  is  a  
m att er  of  e c cl esi asti c al  l a w  a n d n ot o n e 
of di vi n e pr e c e pt. T h at l a w is r ef or m a bl e. 
W o m e n h a v e b e e n a n d c a n b e  
or d ai n e d  i n t h e C at h oli c C h ur c h.” ( 1 9 4)

El oc h u k w u U z u k w u, C. S. S p., 
D u q ues ne U ni versity.

E N D N O T E S
1.  Th e a ut h or w as gr a ci o us t o m a k e a v ail a ble t o me a n a d v a n c e c o p y of t he b o o k; f or w hi c h I a m

m ost gr at ef ul.
2.  Th e b est k n o w n a n d m ost st u di e d s c h ol ars ar e O y èr ó n k e.  O y ě w ù mí, The I n ve nti o n of Wo me n:

M a ki ng a n Afric a n Se nse of Wester n Ge n der Disc o urses . Mi n ne a p olis: U ni v ersit y of Mi n nes ot a 
Pr ess, 1 9 9 7. I fi A m a di u m e, M ale D a u g hters, Fe m ale H us b a n ds: Ge n der a n d Se x i n a n Afric a n 
S ociet y . L o n d o n & Ne w Jers e y: Z e d, 1 9 8 7. N kir u Nz e g w u, F a mily M atters: Fe mi nist C o nce pts 
i n Afric a n P hil os o p hy of C ult ure. S u n y S eri es, Fe mi nist P hil os o p h y. Al b a n y: St at e U ni v ersit y of 
Ne w Y or k Pr ess, 2 0 0 6.

3 O’ Bri e n n ot es t h at “a p ostle ” w as us e d fr e q u e ntl y i n t he 9 t h c e nt ur y Life of M a g d ale ne , b y R a b a-
n us M a ur us. ( p. 4 8 n 1 0).

4.  O’ Bri e n n ot es c orr e ctl y t h at Vati c a n II will s et asi d e A q ui n as’ t he ol o g y t o t e a c h t h at t he e pis -
c o p a c y is t he f ull ness of t he pri est h o o d.

5. I nter I nsig ni ores, # 2: htt ps:// w w w. v atic a n. v a/r o m a n _ c uri a/c o ngreg ati o ns/cf ait h/ d oc u me nts/rc _ c o n _
cf a it h _ d oc _ 1 9 7 6 1 0 1 5 _i nter-i nsig ni ores _ e n. ht ml [a c c ess e d A u g ust 1 3, 2 0 2 0]
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res ol ve c o n flicts, fre e h ost a g es, a n d bri n g 
a b o ut a pr o c ess of p e a c e a n d re c o ncili ati o n.  
This t he y c o nti n u e t o d o oft e n at t he ris k 
of t heir li ves.  C ar di n al Nz a p al ai n g a f o u n d 
hi ms elf s e ver al ti mes wit h a we a p o n ai me d 
at his he a d.  He attri b ut es his m a n y es c a p es 
fr o m i nj ur y t o t he f or c e of his w or ds. 

Th e c ar di n al’s c o ur a g e m a k es hi m 
t o d a y o ne of t he m ost list e ne d t o me n i n 
C e ntr al Afric a. W h y di d he d are t o st a n d 
u p a g ai nst t he w arl or ds? W h y are his c alls 
f or re c o ncili ati o n he e d e d? H o w d o y o u a c-
t u all y b e c o me a p e a c e m a k er?  Nz a p al ai n g a 
a d dress es t hes e q u esti o ns a n d t al ks a b o ut 
his c are er a n d his e x p erie nc e wit h L a ure nc e 
D esj o y a u x, j o ur n alist at L a  Vie  (a we e kl y 
Fre nc h  R o m a n  C at h olic  m a g a zi ne)  w h o  
a c c o m p a nie d  hi m  o n  o ne  of  his  t o urs  i n  
t he i nt eri or of t he c o u ntr y. S he wit ness e d 
first h a n d t h at his re p ut ati o n a n d c o ur a g e 
e n a ble d  hi m  t o  bri n g  t o g et her  o p p osi n g  
militi a le a d ers a n d m a k e c o ncret e pr o gress 
f or p e a c e. 

D esj o y a u x  is  a n  a c c o m plis he d  
re p ort er  wit h  e x p ertis e  i n  ji h a dist  m o ve-
me nts. S he h as tr a velle d a n d re p ort e d e x -
t e nsi vel y o n C e ntr al Afric a a n d t he Mi d dle 
E ast.  S he  h as  als o  c oll a b or at e d  wit h  t he  
he a d of t he C h al d e a n C at h olic C h ur c h i n 
Ir a q, L o uis R a p h a el S a k o, cre at e d c ar di n al 
b y P o p e Fr a ncis i n 2 0 1 8. S a k o’s b o o k, Ne 
n o us o u blie z p as !  “ D o n ot f or g et us” ( 2 0 1 5) 
t ells t he st or y of t he atr o cities c o m mitt e d 
i n Ir a q a g ai nst C hristi a ns si nc e t he est a b-
lis h me nt  of  t he  Isl a mic  St at e.  D esj o y a u x  
a c c o m p a nie d a n d re p ort e d o n P o p e Fr a n -
cis’ hist oric visit t o Ir a q i n M ar c h 2 0 2 1.
 I n  Je s uis ve n u v o us a p p orter l a P ai x 
s he  e n a bles  C ar di n al  Nz a p al ai n g a  t o  p ut  
t he  s p otli g ht  o n  t he  c o nti n ui n g  a n ar c hic  
vi ole nc e  b es etti n g  his  b el o ve d  C A R  wit h  
its e ver d e e p e ni n g di visi o ns a n d h ostilities. 
A d e bt of gr atit u d e is o we d t o j o ur n alists 
s u c h as D esj o y a u x f or gi vi n g gl o b al a c c ess 
t o t he st or y of s u c h i nt elli g e nt a n d br a ve 

C hristi a n  a d v o c at es  f or  p e a c e  a n d  re c o n -
cili ati o n.

Li k e  his  br ot her  c ar di n al,  Nz a -
p al ai n g a c alls f or hel p t o p ut a n e n d t o a 
dr a m atic sit u ati o n a n d f or a n i nt er n ati o n al 
m o biliz ati o n of all p e o ples a n d all reli gi o ns 
i n t he c a us e of p e a c e.

B ot h  c h ur c h  le a d ers  are  c o n -
t e m p or ar y  C hristi a n  wit ness es  t o  gre at  
stre n gt h of s o ul a n d c o ur a g e i n t he f a c e of 
a d versit y t h at c a n i ns pire t heir c o nt e m p o -
r aries.

Je a n- Mic hel Gel metti, C. S. S p.,
D u q ues ne U ni versity.

M a r i a  CiM p e r M a n n , r S C j

R E L I GI O U S L I F E F O R  
O U R W O R L D: C R E A T I N G  
C O M M U N I T I E S O F H O P E.

M A R Y K N O L L, N. Y.: O R BI S B O O K S, 2 0 2 0. 2 4 8 
P P. ( P B K).
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M ari a  Ci m p er m a n,  R S CJ,  is  di -
re ct or of t he C e nt er f or t he St u d y of C o ns e-
cr at e d Lif e at C at h olic Th e ol o gic al U ni o n 
( C T U) i n C hic a g o, U S A. S he writ es b ot h 
as a t he ol o gi a n, a n d as a n e x p erie nc e d reli -
gi o us of o ver t we nt y- fi ve y e ars. W hile re c -
o g nizi n g her o w n p artic ul ar N ort h A meri -
c a n  c o nt e xt,  Ci m p er m a n  p oi nts  o ut  t h at  
s he “li ves i n a n i nt er n ati o n al c o m m u nit y, 
a n d  is  p art  of  a n  i nt er n ati o n al  c o n gre g a -
ti o n” ( x viii). S he a c k n o wle d g es e n g a g e me nt 
wit h reli gi o us o n f o ur c o nti ne nts, – gi vi n g 
p artic ul ar me nti o n t o K ore a, P hili p pi nes, 
a n d  A ustr ali a,  –  t h at  i nf or ms  her  t hi n k -
i n g  a n d  writi n g  o n  reli gi o us  lif e  t o d a y.  
Th e  bl ur b  o n  t he  b a c k  c o ver  cl ai ms  t h at  
“t his b o o k bri n gs t o g et her G o d’s c all, t he 
w orl d’s ne e ds, a n d c h aris ms i n c o ns e cr at e d 
lif e i n a w a y t h at d y n a mic all y e n g a g es t he 
v o ws, pr a y er, c o m m u nit y, a n d mi nistr y f or 

J e a n- Mi c h el G el m etti, C. S. S p. 

t he p artic ul ar ti me a n d c o nt e xts i n w hic h 
we li ve.” Th at cl ai m is f ul fille d i n a n e n -
g a gi n g, a c c essi ble w a y.

This b o o k f oll o ws o n fr o m a le c -
t ure s eries o ff ere d b y Ci m p er m a n at C T U 
i n 2 0 1 7 a n d is fir ml y gr o u n d e d i n t he e x p e-
rie nc e of i n di vi d u al reli gi o us c o n gre g ati o ns 
as t he y stri ve t o re m ai n tr u e t o t heir f o u n d -
i n g  c h aris m  “t o  res p o n d  t o  t he  c alls  a n d  
cries of G o d i n t he w orl d ” ( 3).  Ci m p er-
m a n, wit h m a n y ref ere nc es t o P o p e Fr a n -
cis’ E v a ngelii G a u di u m , a n d t he 2 0 1 7 Ne w 
Wi ne  i n  Ne w  Wi nes ki ns:  The  C o nsecr ate d  
Life a n d its O ng oi ng C h alle nges si nce V ati -
c a n II fr o m t he C o n gre g ati o n f or I nstit ut es 
of C o ns e cr at e d Lif e a n d S o cieties of A p os -
t olic Lif e ( CI C L S A L) is cle arl y i nst e p wit h 
t he c o nc er ns a n d h o p es of P o p e Fr a ncis f or 
reli gi o us lif e. S he is si mil arl y i n t u ne wit h 
c o nt e m p or ar y  t he ol o gic al  re fle cti o n  ( n ot e  
t he c o pi o us ref ere nc es t o a ut h ors s u c h as 
S a n dr a M. S c h nei d ers, Ric h ar d G ul a, a n d 
C at heri ne M o wr y L a C u g n a). C o nc er n f or 
t he gl o b al c h alle n g es of o ur ti me is e vi d e nt 
fr o m m a n y ref ere nc es t o L a u d at o Si’  a n d 
t he U nit e d Nati o ns’ S ust ai n a ble D e vel o p-
me nt G o als ( S D Gs). 

Th e t e n c h a pt ers of t his b o o k h ol d 
i n  d y n a mic  a n d  cre ati ve  t e nsi o n  t he  t w o  
as p e cts of its title, a Religi o us Life  t h at is 
f or O ur Worl d. Th e le xic o n is m ystic al- pr o-
p hetic a n d t he o verri di n g c o nc er n is f or a 
missi o n ar y dis ci ples hi p t h at li ves t he G o o d 
Ne ws b y s er vi n g G o d’s missi o n. Th e first 
p art of t he b o o k h as t hre e c h a pt ers. C h a p -
t er  O ne  i d e nti fi es  t he  c h alle n g es  i n  t he  
w orl d: vi ole nc e, mi gr ati o n, p o vert y, e art h 
s ust ai n a bilit y, h u n g er f or me a ni n g a n d b e-
l o n gi n g; a n d i n t he C h ur c h: t he a b us e cri-
sis, gre at er l a y le a d ers hi p a n d res p o nsi bil-
it y, list e ni n g a n d p artici p ati o n.  Th es e ne e d 
t o b e a d dress e d b y reli gi o us lif e, w hic h, as 
p art  of  t he  C h ur c h,  “is  als o  b ei n g  ur g e d  
t o c o nsi d er its re alities i nt eri orl y, i nt er n al-
l y,  a n d  e xt er n all y  i n  or d er  t o  res p o n d  b y  

cre ati n g t he c o m m u nities of h o p e t h at are 
l o n g e d f or l o c all y a n d gl o b all y ” ( 1 9).  Th e 
c o n diti o ns ne c ess ar y f or s u c h c o m m u nities 
are  i n di vi d u al  reli gi o us  s e e ki n g  i nt eri or  
c o n versi o n;  reli gi o us  c o m m u nities  q u est -
i n g  f or  c o m m u n al  tr a nsf or m ati o n;  a n d  
reli gi o us c o n gre g ati o ns c o m mitt e d t o t he 
re vit aliz ati o n of t heir p artic ul ar c h aris m.

C h a pt er  T w o  re fle cts  o n  t he  n a -
t ure of c all a n d c h aris m. Th ere is t he p er-
s o n al st or y of G o d’s c all c o n ne cti n g wit h 
t he d e e p n arr ati ve of a c o n gre g ati o n’s p ar-
tic ul ar c h aris m t h at gi ves s h a p e t o a c olle c-
ti ve st or y of g os p el li vi n g i n s er vic e t o t he 
ne e ds of t he w orl d. C h a pt er Thre e, e ntitle d 
“ Frie n ds hi p wit h G o d,” d e vel o ps fi ve si g ns 
hi g hli g hti n g  t he  s y m bi otic  rel ati o ns hi p  
b et we e n t he m ystic al a n d pr o p hetic i n t he 
reli gi o us v o c ati o n. Th es e are t o k n o w G o d, 
c ulti v at e  i nt eri or  fre e d o m,  re a d  t he  si g ns  
of  t he  ti mes,  li ve  i n  cl os e ness  t o  a n d  i n  
s oli d arit y wit h t he p o werless a n d m ar gi n-
aliz e d, a n d i n vit e all t o p artici p at e i n t he 
visi o n of t he R ei g n of G o d. “ A m ystic al-
pr o p hetic lif e le a ds us a n d o ur c o n gre g a -
ti o ns t o t he d e pt h a n d bre a dt h of o ur lif e 
i n G o d a n d G o d’s cre ati o n” ( 5 2).

Th e  m at eri al  f or  t he  s e c o n d  p art  
of  t he  b o o k  is  or g a niz e d  i n  s e ve n  c h a p -
t ers,  wit h  c h a pt ers’  f o ur  t o  ei g ht  pr o vi d-
i n g a c o nt e m p or ar y c at e c hesis o n t he v o ws 
b e gi n ni n g wit h a g e ner al i ntr o d u cti o n i n 
C h a pt er F o ur a n d s u bs e q u e nt c h a pt ers at -
t e n di n g  t o  c o ns e cr at e d  c eli b a c y,  p o vert y,  
a n d o b e die nc e. Si g ni fi c a ntl y, Ci m p er m a n 
i nt erje cts a c h a pt er e ntitle d “ Li vi n g C o m-
m u nit y: D o ors a n d D esti n ati o ns” ( C h a p -
t er Si x) i n t his c at e c hesis o n t he v o ws ri g ht 
b et we e n  c eli b a c y  a n d  p o vert y.  He alt h y  
c o m m u nit y li vi n g is a prere q uisit e f or c o n -
s e cr at e d lif e well li ve d. S he a d ds, “ B uil di n g 
c o m m u nit y is p art of o ur p artici p ati o n i n 
t he missi o n of G o d ” ( 9 1). It is t he f ulcr u m 
o n w hic h t he v o ws well li ve d re v ol ve a n d 
g e ner at e  c o m m u nities  of  h o p e,  s o  m u c h  
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