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res ol ve c o n flicts, fre e h ost a g es, a n d bri n g 
a b o ut a pr o c ess of p e a c e a n d re c o ncili ati o n.  
This t he y c o nti n u e t o d o oft e n at t he ris k 
of t heir li ves.  C ar di n al Nz a p al ai n g a f o u n d 
hi ms elf s e ver al ti mes wit h a we a p o n ai me d 
at his he a d.  He attri b ut es his m a n y es c a p es 
fr o m i nj ur y t o t he f or c e of his w or ds. 

Th e c ar di n al’s c o ur a g e m a k es hi m 
t o d a y o ne of t he m ost list e ne d t o me n i n 
C e ntr al Afric a. W h y di d he d are t o st a n d 
u p a g ai nst t he w arl or ds? W h y are his c alls 
f or re c o ncili ati o n he e d e d? H o w d o y o u a c-
t u all y b e c o me a p e a c e m a k er?  Nz a p al ai n g a 
a d dress es t hes e q u esti o ns a n d t al ks a b o ut 
his c are er a n d his e x p erie nc e wit h L a ure nc e 
D esj o y a u x, j o ur n alist at L a  Vie  (a we e kl y 
Fre nc h  R o m a n  C at h olic  m a g a zi ne)  w h o  
a c c o m p a nie d  hi m  o n  o ne  of  his  t o urs  i n  
t he i nt eri or of t he c o u ntr y. S he wit ness e d 
first h a n d t h at his re p ut ati o n a n d c o ur a g e 
e n a ble d  hi m  t o  bri n g  t o g et her  o p p osi n g  
militi a le a d ers a n d m a k e c o ncret e pr o gress 
f or p e a c e. 

D esj o y a u x  is  a n  a c c o m plis he d  
re p ort er  wit h  e x p ertis e  i n  ji h a dist  m o ve-
me nts. S he h as tr a velle d a n d re p ort e d e x -
t e nsi vel y o n C e ntr al Afric a a n d t he Mi d dle 
E ast.  S he  h as  als o  c oll a b or at e d  wit h  t he  
he a d of t he C h al d e a n C at h olic C h ur c h i n 
Ir a q, L o uis R a p h a el S a k o, cre at e d c ar di n al 
b y P o p e Fr a ncis i n 2 0 1 8. S a k o’s b o o k, Ne 
n o us o u blie z p as !  “ D o n ot f or g et us” ( 2 0 1 5) 
t ells t he st or y of t he atr o cities c o m mitt e d 
i n Ir a q a g ai nst C hristi a ns si nc e t he est a b-
lis h me nt  of  t he  Isl a mic  St at e.  D esj o y a u x  
a c c o m p a nie d a n d re p ort e d o n P o p e Fr a n -
cis’ hist oric visit t o Ir a q i n M ar c h 2 0 2 1.
 I n  Je s uis ve n u v o us a p p orter l a P ai x 
s he  e n a bles  C ar di n al  Nz a p al ai n g a  t o  p ut  
t he  s p otli g ht  o n  t he  c o nti n ui n g  a n ar c hic  
vi ole nc e  b es etti n g  his  b el o ve d  C A R  wit h  
its e ver d e e p e ni n g di visi o ns a n d h ostilities. 
A d e bt of gr atit u d e is o we d t o j o ur n alists 
s u c h as D esj o y a u x f or gi vi n g gl o b al a c c ess 
t o t he st or y of s u c h i nt elli g e nt a n d br a ve 

C hristi a n  a d v o c at es  f or  p e a c e  a n d  re c o n -
cili ati o n.

Li k e  his  br ot her  c ar di n al,  Nz a -
p al ai n g a c alls f or hel p t o p ut a n e n d t o a 
dr a m atic sit u ati o n a n d f or a n i nt er n ati o n al 
m o biliz ati o n of all p e o ples a n d all reli gi o ns 
i n t he c a us e of p e a c e.

B ot h  c h ur c h  le a d ers  are  c o n -
t e m p or ar y  C hristi a n  wit ness es  t o  gre at  
stre n gt h of s o ul a n d c o ur a g e i n t he f a c e of 
a d versit y t h at c a n i ns pire t heir c o nt e m p o -
r aries.

Je a n- Mic hel Gel metti, C. S. S p.,
D u q ues ne U ni versity.
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M ari a  Ci m p er m a n,  R S CJ,  is  di -
re ct or of t he C e nt er f or t he St u d y of C o ns e-
cr at e d Lif e at C at h olic Th e ol o gic al U ni o n 
( C T U) i n C hic a g o, U S A. S he writ es b ot h 
as a t he ol o gi a n, a n d as a n e x p erie nc e d reli -
gi o us of o ver t we nt y- fi ve y e ars. W hile re c -
o g nizi n g her o w n p artic ul ar N ort h A meri -
c a n  c o nt e xt,  Ci m p er m a n  p oi nts  o ut  t h at  
s he “li ves i n a n i nt er n ati o n al c o m m u nit y, 
a n d  is  p art  of  a n  i nt er n ati o n al  c o n gre g a -
ti o n” ( x viii). S he a c k n o wle d g es e n g a g e me nt 
wit h reli gi o us o n f o ur c o nti ne nts, – gi vi n g 
p artic ul ar me nti o n t o K ore a, P hili p pi nes, 
a n d  A ustr ali a,  –  t h at  i nf or ms  her  t hi n k -
i n g  a n d  writi n g  o n  reli gi o us  lif e  t o d a y.  
Th e  bl ur b  o n  t he  b a c k  c o ver  cl ai ms  t h at  
“t his b o o k bri n gs t o g et her G o d’s c all, t he 
w orl d’s ne e ds, a n d c h aris ms i n c o ns e cr at e d 
lif e i n a w a y t h at d y n a mic all y e n g a g es t he 
v o ws, pr a y er, c o m m u nit y, a n d mi nistr y f or 

J e a n- Mi c h el G el m etti, C. S. S p. 

t he p artic ul ar ti me a n d c o nt e xts i n w hic h 
we li ve.” Th at cl ai m is f ul fille d i n a n e n -
g a gi n g, a c c essi ble w a y.

This b o o k f oll o ws o n fr o m a le c -
t ure s eries o ff ere d b y Ci m p er m a n at C T U 
i n 2 0 1 7 a n d is fir ml y gr o u n d e d i n t he e x p e-
rie nc e of i n di vi d u al reli gi o us c o n gre g ati o ns 
as t he y stri ve t o re m ai n tr u e t o t heir f o u n d -
i n g  c h aris m  “t o  res p o n d  t o  t he  c alls  a n d  
cries of G o d i n t he w orl d ” ( 3).  Ci m p er-
m a n, wit h m a n y ref ere nc es t o P o p e Fr a n -
cis’ E v a ngelii G a u di u m , a n d t he 2 0 1 7 Ne w 
Wi ne  i n  Ne w  Wi nes ki ns:  The  C o nsecr ate d  
Life a n d its O ng oi ng C h alle nges si nce V ati -
c a n II fr o m t he C o n gre g ati o n f or I nstit ut es 
of C o ns e cr at e d Lif e a n d S o cieties of A p os -
t olic Lif e ( CI C L S A L) is cle arl y i nst e p wit h 
t he c o nc er ns a n d h o p es of P o p e Fr a ncis f or 
reli gi o us lif e. S he is si mil arl y i n t u ne wit h 
c o nt e m p or ar y  t he ol o gic al  re fle cti o n  ( n ot e  
t he c o pi o us ref ere nc es t o a ut h ors s u c h as 
S a n dr a M. S c h nei d ers, Ric h ar d G ul a, a n d 
C at heri ne M o wr y L a C u g n a). C o nc er n f or 
t he gl o b al c h alle n g es of o ur ti me is e vi d e nt 
fr o m m a n y ref ere nc es t o L a u d at o Si’  a n d 
t he U nit e d Nati o ns’ S ust ai n a ble D e vel o p-
me nt G o als ( S D Gs). 

Th e t e n c h a pt ers of t his b o o k h ol d 
i n  d y n a mic  a n d  cre ati ve  t e nsi o n  t he  t w o  
as p e cts of its title, a Religi o us Life  t h at is 
f or O ur Worl d. Th e le xic o n is m ystic al- pr o-
p hetic a n d t he o verri di n g c o nc er n is f or a 
missi o n ar y dis ci ples hi p t h at li ves t he G o o d 
Ne ws b y s er vi n g G o d’s missi o n. Th e first 
p art of t he b o o k h as t hre e c h a pt ers. C h a p -
t er  O ne  i d e nti fi es  t he  c h alle n g es  i n  t he  
w orl d: vi ole nc e, mi gr ati o n, p o vert y, e art h 
s ust ai n a bilit y, h u n g er f or me a ni n g a n d b e-
l o n gi n g; a n d i n t he C h ur c h: t he a b us e cri-
sis, gre at er l a y le a d ers hi p a n d res p o nsi bil-
it y, list e ni n g a n d p artici p ati o n.  Th es e ne e d 
t o b e a d dress e d b y reli gi o us lif e, w hic h, as 
p art  of  t he  C h ur c h,  “is  als o  b ei n g  ur g e d  
t o c o nsi d er its re alities i nt eri orl y, i nt er n al-
l y,  a n d  e xt er n all y  i n  or d er  t o  res p o n d  b y  

cre ati n g t he c o m m u nities of h o p e t h at are 
l o n g e d f or l o c all y a n d gl o b all y ” ( 1 9).  Th e 
c o n diti o ns ne c ess ar y f or s u c h c o m m u nities 
are  i n di vi d u al  reli gi o us  s e e ki n g  i nt eri or  
c o n versi o n;  reli gi o us  c o m m u nities  q u est -
i n g  f or  c o m m u n al  tr a nsf or m ati o n;  a n d  
reli gi o us c o n gre g ati o ns c o m mitt e d t o t he 
re vit aliz ati o n of t heir p artic ul ar c h aris m.

C h a pt er  T w o  re fle cts  o n  t he  n a -
t ure of c all a n d c h aris m. Th ere is t he p er-
s o n al st or y of G o d’s c all c o n ne cti n g wit h 
t he d e e p n arr ati ve of a c o n gre g ati o n’s p ar-
tic ul ar c h aris m t h at gi ves s h a p e t o a c olle c-
ti ve st or y of g os p el li vi n g i n s er vic e t o t he 
ne e ds of t he w orl d. C h a pt er Thre e, e ntitle d 
“ Frie n ds hi p wit h G o d,” d e vel o ps fi ve si g ns 
hi g hli g hti n g  t he  s y m bi otic  rel ati o ns hi p  
b et we e n t he m ystic al a n d pr o p hetic i n t he 
reli gi o us v o c ati o n. Th es e are t o k n o w G o d, 
c ulti v at e  i nt eri or  fre e d o m,  re a d  t he  si g ns  
of  t he  ti mes,  li ve  i n  cl os e ness  t o  a n d  i n  
s oli d arit y wit h t he p o werless a n d m ar gi n-
aliz e d, a n d i n vit e all t o p artici p at e i n t he 
visi o n of t he R ei g n of G o d. “ A m ystic al-
pr o p hetic lif e le a ds us a n d o ur c o n gre g a -
ti o ns t o t he d e pt h a n d bre a dt h of o ur lif e 
i n G o d a n d G o d’s cre ati o n” ( 5 2).

Th e  m at eri al  f or  t he  s e c o n d  p art  
of  t he  b o o k  is  or g a niz e d  i n  s e ve n  c h a p -
t ers,  wit h  c h a pt ers’  f o ur  t o  ei g ht  pr o vi d-
i n g a c o nt e m p or ar y c at e c hesis o n t he v o ws 
b e gi n ni n g wit h a g e ner al i ntr o d u cti o n i n 
C h a pt er F o ur a n d s u bs e q u e nt c h a pt ers at -
t e n di n g  t o  c o ns e cr at e d  c eli b a c y,  p o vert y,  
a n d o b e die nc e. Si g ni fi c a ntl y, Ci m p er m a n 
i nt erje cts a c h a pt er e ntitle d “ Li vi n g C o m-
m u nit y: D o ors a n d D esti n ati o ns” ( C h a p -
t er Si x) i n t his c at e c hesis o n t he v o ws ri g ht 
b et we e n  c eli b a c y  a n d  p o vert y.  He alt h y  
c o m m u nit y li vi n g is a prere q uisit e f or c o n -
s e cr at e d lif e well li ve d. S he a d ds, “ B uil di n g 
c o m m u nit y is p art of o ur p artici p ati o n i n 
t he missi o n of G o d ” ( 9 1). It is t he f ulcr u m 
o n w hic h t he v o ws well li ve d re v ol ve a n d 
g e ner at e  c o m m u nities  of  h o p e,  s o  m u c h  
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c o nt e m p or ar y  t he ol o gic al  re fle cti o n  ( n ot e  
t he c o pi o us ref ere nc es t o a ut h ors s u c h as 
S a n dr a M. S c h nei d ers, Ric h ar d G ul a, a n d 
C at heri ne M o wr y L a C u g n a). C o nc er n f or 
t he gl o b al c h alle n g es of o ur ti me is e vi d e nt 
fr o m m a n y ref ere nc es t o L a u d at o Si’  a n d 
t he U nit e d Nati o ns’ S ust ai n a ble D e vel o p-
me nt G o als ( S D Gs). 

Th e t e n c h a pt ers of t his b o o k h ol d 
i n  d y n a mic  a n d  cre ati ve  t e nsi o n  t he  t w o  
as p e cts of its title, a Religi o us Life  t h at is 
f or O ur Worl d. Th e le xic o n is m ystic al- pr o-
p hetic a n d t he o verri di n g c o nc er n is f or a 
missi o n ar y dis ci ples hi p t h at li ves t he G o o d 
Ne ws b y s er vi n g G o d’s missi o n. Th e first 
p art of t he b o o k h as t hre e c h a pt ers. C h a p -
t er  O ne  i d e nti fi es  t he  c h alle n g es  i n  t he  
w orl d: vi ole nc e, mi gr ati o n, p o vert y, e art h 
s ust ai n a bilit y, h u n g er f or me a ni n g a n d b e-
l o n gi n g; a n d i n t he C h ur c h: t he a b us e cri-
sis, gre at er l a y le a d ers hi p a n d res p o nsi bil-
it y, list e ni n g a n d p artici p ati o n.  Th es e ne e d 
t o b e a d dress e d b y reli gi o us lif e, w hic h, as 
p art  of  t he  C h ur c h,  “is  als o  b ei n g  ur g e d  
t o c o nsi d er its re alities i nt eri orl y, i nt er n al-
l y,  a n d  e xt er n all y  i n  or d er  t o  res p o n d  b y  

cre ati n g t he c o m m u nities of h o p e t h at are 
l o n g e d f or l o c all y a n d gl o b all y ” ( 1 9).  Th e 
c o n diti o ns ne c ess ar y f or s u c h c o m m u nities 
are  i n di vi d u al  reli gi o us  s e e ki n g  i nt eri or  
c o n versi o n;  reli gi o us  c o m m u nities  q u est -
i n g  f or  c o m m u n al  tr a nsf or m ati o n;  a n d  
reli gi o us c o n gre g ati o ns c o m mitt e d t o t he 
re vit aliz ati o n of t heir p artic ul ar c h aris m.

C h a pt er  T w o  re fle cts  o n  t he  n a -
t ure of c all a n d c h aris m. Th ere is t he p er-
s o n al st or y of G o d’s c all c o n ne cti n g wit h 
t he d e e p n arr ati ve of a c o n gre g ati o n’s p ar-
tic ul ar c h aris m t h at gi ves s h a p e t o a c olle c-
ti ve st or y of g os p el li vi n g i n s er vic e t o t he 
ne e ds of t he w orl d. C h a pt er Thre e, e ntitle d 
“ Frie n ds hi p wit h G o d,” d e vel o ps fi ve si g ns 
hi g hli g hti n g  t he  s y m bi otic  rel ati o ns hi p  
b et we e n t he m ystic al a n d pr o p hetic i n t he 
reli gi o us v o c ati o n. Th es e are t o k n o w G o d, 
c ulti v at e  i nt eri or  fre e d o m,  re a d  t he  si g ns  
of  t he  ti mes,  li ve  i n  cl os e ness  t o  a n d  i n  
s oli d arit y wit h t he p o werless a n d m ar gi n-
aliz e d, a n d i n vit e all t o p artici p at e i n t he 
visi o n of t he R ei g n of G o d. “ A m ystic al-
pr o p hetic lif e le a ds us a n d o ur c o n gre g a -
ti o ns t o t he d e pt h a n d bre a dt h of o ur lif e 
i n G o d a n d G o d’s cre ati o n” ( 5 2).

Th e  m at eri al  f or  t he  s e c o n d  p art  
of  t he  b o o k  is  or g a niz e d  i n  s e ve n  c h a p -
t ers,  wit h  c h a pt ers’  f o ur  t o  ei g ht  pr o vi d-
i n g a c o nt e m p or ar y c at e c hesis o n t he v o ws 
b e gi n ni n g wit h a g e ner al i ntr o d u cti o n i n 
C h a pt er F o ur a n d s u bs e q u e nt c h a pt ers at -
t e n di n g  t o  c o ns e cr at e d  c eli b a c y,  p o vert y,  
a n d o b e die nc e. Si g ni fi c a ntl y, Ci m p er m a n 
i nt erje cts a c h a pt er e ntitle d “ Li vi n g C o m-
m u nit y: D o ors a n d D esti n ati o ns” ( C h a p -
t er Si x) i n t his c at e c hesis o n t he v o ws ri g ht 
b et we e n  c eli b a c y  a n d  p o vert y.  He alt h y  
c o m m u nit y li vi n g is a prere q uisit e f or c o n -
s e cr at e d lif e well li ve d. S he a d ds, “ B uil di n g 
c o m m u nit y is p art of o ur p artici p ati o n i n 
t he missi o n of G o d ” ( 9 1). It is t he f ulcr u m 
o n w hic h t he v o ws well li ve d re v ol ve a n d 
g e ner at e  c o m m u nities  of  h o p e,  s o  m u c h  
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ne e d e d i n t he w orl d t o d a y. I nt e nti o n al i n -
t er c ult ur al li vi n g is k e y t o b uil di n g u p a n d 
s ust ai ni n g  lif e- gi vi n g  c o m m u nities  i n  i n-
t er n ati o n al c o n gre g ati o ns. S he q u ot es S pir-
it a n, To n y Gitti ns, “ Th e ol o gic all y s p e a k-
i n g,  i nt er c ult ur al  c o m m u nities  c o nsist  
of  me m b ers  dr a w n  fr o m  di vers e  c ult ur al  
b a c k gr o u n ds b ut s h ari n g a si n gle c h aris m 
a n d a n i nt e nti o n al c o m mit me nt t o f ell o w -
s hi p,  m oti v at e d  n ot  si m pl y  b y  pr a g m atic  
c o nsi d er ati o ns  b ut  b y  a  s h are d  reli gi o us  
c o n victi o n a n d c o m mit me nt t o a c o m m o n 
missi o n” ( 9 8). 
 F i n all y,  i n  C h a pt ers  Ni ne  a n d  
Te n, Ci m p er m a n c o n ne cts t he c all of c o n -
s e cr at e d  lif e  wit h  t he  cries  of  t he  p e o ples  
of t he w orl d a n d of t he e art h b y ret ur ni n g 
t o t he w orl d’s c h alle n g es list e d e arlier a n d 
d e vel o pi n g t hes e wit h e x a m ples of cre ati ve 
c o n gre g ati o n al res p o ns es res ulti n g fr o m “a 
c o m m u n al dis c er n me nt i n a cti o n wit hi n a 
c h aris m” ( 1 7 7). O ne s u c h e x a m ple is t h at 
of t he Me dic al Missi o n Sist ers f o u n d e d i n 
1 9 2 5 wit h t he c h aris m t o li ve as a he ali n g 
pres e nc e i n t he w orl d b y tr yi n g t o li ve as 
Jes us li ve d, wit h c are a n d c o m p assi o n f or 
all.  Th eir  G e ner al  C h a pt er  of  1 9 9 7  dis -
c er ne d t h at he ali n g t he e art h h a d t o b e p art 
of t heir he ali n g mi nistr y.  O ne of t he o ut -
c o mes  fr o m  t h at  dis c er n me nt  c a me  s o me  
ni ne y e ars l at er wit h t he est a blis h me nt of 
a n  e c ol o gic al  e d u c ati o n  pr oje ct  c o n ne ct -
i n g  c e nt ers  all  o ver  t he  w orl d  t hr o u g h  
t he  c o n gre g ati o n’s  net w or k  e ntitle d  “ H a-
ve n f or E c ol o gic al a n d Alt er n ati ve Li vi n g ” 
( H E A L). 
 E x citi n g a n d i n n o v ati ve lif e- gi vi n g 
i niti ati ves s u c h as t his o ne alert us t o t he 
p o wer of c h aris m t h at “li k e y e ast i n bre a d 
m a ki n g, it is n ot l ar g e n u m b ers of p e o ple 
b ut r at her a s m all critic al m ass t h at is es -
s e nti al ”  ( 1 9 1).  As  it  w as  wit h  t he  f o u n d-
ers of c o n gre g ati o ns, s o it c o nti n u es wit h 
t h os e w h o, as C h a pt er Te n p uts it, e n g a g e 
i n “ wi d e ni n g C h aris ms f or t he S a k e of t he 

C h ur c h a n d W orl d.” I n t his c h a pt er Ci m -
p er m a n  c h alle n g es  all  t o  re c o g niz e,  fift y  
y e ars aft er Vatic a n II, t h at reli gi o us lif e is a 
p art ners hi p i n missi o n a n d s o “t o l o o k m ore 
i nt e nti o n all y at c h aris m a n d c alls wit h a vi-
si o n of b ei n g i n missi o n wit h ot hers” ( 1 9 6). 
Here, t his b o o k h as br o u g ht us t o its s u m -
mit: “ M u c h is p ossi ble w he n we i n vit e t he 
f a mil y t o t he s h are d t a ble of i m a gi ni n g re-
s p o ns es t o c urre nt c alls” ( 2 0 0). S he brie fl y 
d o c u me nts  t he  c oll a b or ati o n  c o or di n at e d  
b y t he U ni o n of S u p eri ors G e ner al of b ot h 
w o me n a n d me n c o n gre g ati o ns t o a d dress 
p artic ul ar ne e ds at p artic ul ar ti mes. As i n 
ot her p arts of t he b o o k, Ci m p er m a n ill us -
tr at es her p oi nt wit h e x a m ples s u c h as t he 
S oli d arit y wit h S o ut h S u d a n pr oje ct est a b -
lis he d i n 2 0 0 8 wit h w hic h S pirit a ns are f a-
mili ar.
 Th is  b o o k  is  i n  t he  v a n g u ar d  of  
P o p e Fr a ncis’ c all f or reli gi o us lif e t o “ w a k e 
u p t he w orl d ” as a n n o u nc e d i n 2 0 1 5, t he 
“ Ye ar  of  C o ns e cr at e d  Lif e.”  He  c alle d  o n  
reli gi o us t o “ b e wit ness es of a di ff ere nt w a y 
of d oi n g t hi n gs, of a cti n g, of li vi n g! It is 
p ossi ble t o li ve di ff ere ntl y i n t his w orl d. We 
are s p e a ki n g of a n es c h at ol o gic al o utl o o k, 
of  t he  v al u es  of  t he  Ki n g d o m  i nc ar n at e d  
here, o n t his e art h ” ( x v). B ut first, reli gi o us 
h a ve  t o  w a k e  t he ms el ves  u p  t o  b e c o me  
t he  m ystic- pr o p hets  t he y  are  c alle d  t o  b e  
t hr o u g h i n di vi d u al c o n versi o n, c o m m u ni-
ties  tr a nsf or me d  i n  h o p e,  a n d  c o n gre g a-
ti o n al re vit aliz ati o n. 
 C i m p er m a n pres e nts t his b o o k as 
b ei n g “a b o ut li vi n g o ur s a cre d Pas c h al ti me 
– t he li vi n g, d yi n g, a n d risi n g, w o u n ds a n d 
all, wit h t he Ris e n C hrist ” ( 2 5). At a ti me 
w he n reli gi o us lif e k n o ws b ot h d e c a y a n d 
ne w lif e, “ C o ns e cr at e d lif e is b ei n g as k e d t o 
l o o k at its str u ct ures i n or d er t o s e e w h at is 
still hel pf ul a n d w h at ne e ds t o c h a n g e f or 
t he s a k e of missi o n” ( x vi). This is a f a mili ar 
c h alle n g e f or reli gi o us, o ne first pres e nt e d 
i n  t his  e p o c h  b y  Vatic a n  II’s  c all  t o  ag -

gi or n a me nt o. Th e c h alle n g e is e ver ol d, a n d 
e ver ne w. Ci m p er m a n bri n gs t he re a d er t o 
a m o u nt ai nt o p of i nsi g ht a n d refres h me nt. 
S he w his p ers a mess a g e of h o p e i nt o t he lis -
t e ni n g e ar. Th e t as k is t o c o me d o w n fr o m 
t he  m o u nt ai n  a n d  pr a ctic e  w h at  we  h a ve  
le ar ne d. This b o o k is cle arl y t he p u blic ati o n 
of m at eri al pres e nt e d, s h are d, a n d di g est e d 
b y reli gi o us i n dis c ussi o n wit h t he a ut h or. 
It c a n b e c h ar a ct eriz e d p er h a ps as a w or k-
b o o k wit h lists s u c h as “ K e ys f or S e ei n g t he 
V o ws” ( 6 8- 7 0), a n o utli ne of t he U. N. S us -
t ai n a ble D e vel o p me nt G o als ( 1 6 3- 5), b ullet 
p oi nts s u m m arizi n g i d e as fr o m Ne w Wi ne 
i n Ne w Wi nes ki ns ( 1 6 6- 7). All c h a pt ers pr o-
vi d e q u esti o ns f or re fle cti o n a n d dis c ussi o n 
at t heir e n d, a n d s o me s u g g est a n assi g n -
me nt b ef ore y o u b e gi n re a di n g, s u c h as t he 

c h a pt er  o n  C o ns e cr at e d  C eli b a c y  w hic h  
as ks t he re a d er t o “re a d t he s e cti o n o n c eli -
b a c y i n y o ur c o n gre g ati o n’s C o nstit uti o ns” 
( 7 1).
 A s  wit h  a n y  w or k b o o k  pr o vi di n g  
f oll o w u p m at eri als fr o m a s h are d e x p eri-
e nc e, t he re a d er re c ei ves t he me a ni n g, b ut 
wit h o ut t he e x p erie nc e, m a y fi n d it di ffi c ult 
t o e n a ct w h at t he t e xt e x p e cts. Th e re me d y 
f or t his is t o d o as t he b o o k pr o p os es: us e 
it as a res o ur c e f or a re a di n g/st u d y gr o u p, 
a n d, pr o m pt e d b y its ric h m at eri al, its m a n y 
i nsi g hts  a n d  e x a m ples,  g e ner at e  a  dis c us-
si o n f or m ati ve of a c o m m u nit y of h o p e.

Willi a m Cle ary, C. S. S p.,
D u q ues ne U ni versity.

Willi a m Cl e ar y, C. S. S p. 
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ne e d e d i n t he w orl d t o d a y. I nt e nti o n al i n -
t er c ult ur al li vi n g is k e y t o b uil di n g u p a n d 
s ust ai ni n g  lif e- gi vi n g  c o m m u nities  i n  i n-
t er n ati o n al c o n gre g ati o ns. S he q u ot es S pir-
it a n, To n y Gitti ns, “ Th e ol o gic all y s p e a k-
i n g,  i nt er c ult ur al  c o m m u nities  c o nsist  
of  me m b ers  dr a w n  fr o m  di vers e  c ult ur al  
b a c k gr o u n ds b ut s h ari n g a si n gle c h aris m 
a n d a n i nt e nti o n al c o m mit me nt t o f ell o w -
s hi p,  m oti v at e d  n ot  si m pl y  b y  pr a g m atic  
c o nsi d er ati o ns  b ut  b y  a  s h ar e d  r eli gi o us  
c o n victi o n a n d c o m mit me nt t o a c o m m o n 
missi o n” ( 9 8). 
 F i n all y,  i n  C h a pt ers  Ni ne  a n d  
Te n, Ci m p er m a n c o n ne cts t he c all of c o n -
s e cr at e d  lif e  wit h  t he  cries  of  t he  p e o ples  
of t he w orl d a n d of t he e art h b y ret ur ni n g 
t o t he w orl d’s c h alle n g es list e d e arlier a n d 
d e vel o pi n g t hes e wit h e x a m ples of cr e ati ve 
c o n gr e g ati o n al r es p o ns es r es ulti n g fr o m “a 
c o m m u n al dis c er n me nt i n a cti o n wit hi n a 
c h aris m” ( 1 7 7). O ne s u c h e x a m ple is t h at 
of t he Me dic al Missi o n Sist ers f o u n d e d i n 
1 9 2 5 wit h t he c h aris m t o li ve as a he ali n g 
pr es e nc e i n t he w orl d b y tr yi n g t o li ve as 
Jes us li ve d, wit h c ar e a n d c o m p assi o n f or 
all.  Th eir  G e ner al  C h a pt er  of  1 9 9 7  dis -
c er ne d t h at he ali n g t he e art h h a d t o b e p art 
of t heir he ali n g mi nistr y.  O ne of t he o ut -
c o mes  fr o m  t h at  dis c er n me nt  c a me  s o me  
ni ne y e ars l at er wit h t he est a blis h me nt of 
a n  e c ol o gic al  e d u c ati o n  pr oje ct  c o n ne ct -
i n g  c e nt ers  all  o ver  t he  w orl d  t hr o u g h  
t he  c o n gre g ati o n’s  net w or k  e ntitle d  “ H a-
ve n f or E c ol o gic al a n d Alt er n ati ve Li vi n g ” 
( H E A L). 
 E x citi n g a n d i n n o v ati ve lif e- gi vi n g 
i niti ati ves s u c h as t his o ne alert us t o t he 
p o wer of c h aris m t h at “li k e y e ast i n bre a d 
m a ki n g, it is n ot l ar g e n u m b ers of p e o ple 
b ut r at her a s m all critic al m ass t h at is es -
s e nti al ”  ( 1 9 1).  As  it  w as  wit h  t he  f o u n d-
ers of c o n gr e g ati o ns, s o it c o nti n u es wit h 
t h os e w h o, as C h a pt er Te n p uts it, e n g a g e 
i n “ wi d e ni n g C h aris ms f or t he S a k e of t he 

C h ur c h a n d W orl d.” I n t his c h a pt er Ci m -
p er m a n  c h alle n g es  all  t o  re c o g niz e,  fift y  
y e ars aft er Vatic a n II, t h at reli gi o us lif e is a 
p art ners hi p i n missi o n a n d s o “t o l o o k m ore 
i nt e nti o n all y at c h aris m a n d c alls wit h a vi-
si o n of b ei n g i n missi o n wit h ot hers” ( 1 9 6). 
Here, t his b o o k h as br o u g ht us t o its s u m -
mit: “ M u c h is p ossi ble w he n we i n vit e t he 
f a mil y t o t he s h are d t a ble of i m a gi ni n g re-
s p o ns es t o c urre nt c alls” ( 2 0 0). S he brie fl y 
d o c u me nts  t he  c oll a b or ati o n  c o or di n at e d  
b y t he U ni o n of S u p eri ors G e ner al of b ot h 
w o me n a n d me n c o n gre g ati o ns t o a d dress 
p artic ul ar ne e ds at p artic ul ar ti mes. As i n 
ot her p arts of t he b o o k, Ci m p er m a n ill us -
tr at es her p oi nt wit h e x a m ples s u c h as t he 
S oli d arit y wit h S o ut h S u d a n pr oje ct est a b -
lis he d i n 2 0 0 8 wit h w hic h S pirit a ns are f a-
mili ar.
 Th is  b o o k  is  i n  t he  v a n g u ar d  of  
P o p e Fr a ncis’ c all f or reli gi o us lif e t o “ w a k e 
u p t he w orl d ” as a n n o u nc e d i n 2 0 1 5, t he 
“ Ye ar  of  C o ns e cr at e d  Lif e.”  He  c alle d  o n  
reli gi o us t o “ b e wit ness es of a di ff ere nt w a y 
of d oi n g t hi n gs, of a cti n g, of li vi n g! It is 
p ossi ble t o li ve di ff ere ntl y i n t his w orl d. We 
are s p e a ki n g of a n es c h at ol o gic al o utl o o k, 
of  t he  v al u es  of  t he  Ki n g d o m  i nc ar n at e d  
here, o n t his e art h ” ( x v). B ut first, reli gi o us 
h a ve  t o  w a k e  t he ms el ves  u p  t o  b e c o me  
t he  m ystic- pr o p hets  t he y  are  c alle d  t o  b e  
t hr o u g h i n di vi d u al c o n versi o n, c o m m u ni-
ties  tr a nsf or me d  i n  h o p e,  a n d  c o n gre g a-
ti o n al re vit aliz ati o n. 
 C i m p er m a n pres e nts t his b o o k as 
b ei n g “a b o ut li vi n g o ur s a cre d Pas c h al ti me 
– t he li vi n g, d yi n g, a n d risi n g, w o u n ds a n d 
all, wit h t he Ris e n C hrist ” ( 2 5). At a ti me 
w he n reli gi o us lif e k n o ws b ot h d e c a y a n d 
ne w lif e, “ C o ns e cr at e d lif e is b ei n g as k e d t o 
l o o k at its str u ct ures i n or d er t o s e e w h at is 
still hel pf ul a n d w h at ne e ds t o c h a n g e f or 
t he s a k e of missi o n” ( x vi). This is a f a mili ar 
c h alle n g e f or reli gi o us, o ne first pres e nt e d 
i n  t his  e p o c h  b y  Vatic a n  II’s  c all  t o  ag -

gi or n a me nt o. Th e c h alle n g e is e ver ol d, a n d 
e ver ne w. Ci m p er m a n bri n gs t he re a d er t o 
a m o u nt ai nt o p of i nsi g ht a n d refres h me nt. 
S he w his p ers a mess a g e of h o p e i nt o t he lis -
t e ni n g e ar. Th e t as k is t o c o me d o w n fr o m 
t he  m o u nt ai n  a n d  pr a ctic e  w h at  we  h a ve  
le ar ne d. This b o o k is cle arl y t he p u blic ati o n 
of m at eri al pres e nt e d, s h are d, a n d di g est e d 
b y reli gi o us i n dis c ussi o n wit h t he a ut h or. 
It c a n b e c h ar a ct eriz e d p er h a ps as a w or k-
b o o k wit h lists s u c h as “ K e ys f or S e ei n g t he 
V o ws” ( 6 8- 7 0), a n o utli ne of t he U. N. S us -
t ai n a ble D e vel o p me nt G o als ( 1 6 3- 5), b ullet 
p oi nts s u m m arizi n g i d e as fr o m Ne w Wi ne 
i n Ne w Wi nes ki ns ( 1 6 6- 7). All c h a pt ers pr o-
vi d e q u esti o ns f or re fle cti o n a n d dis c ussi o n 
at t heir e n d, a n d s o me s u g g est a n assi g n -
me nt b ef ore y o u b e gi n re a di n g, s u c h as t he 

c h a pt er  o n  C o ns e cr at e d  C eli b a c y  w hic h  
as ks t he re a d er t o “re a d t he s e cti o n o n c eli -
b a c y i n y o ur c o n gre g ati o n’s C o nstit uti o ns” 
( 7 1).
 A s  wit h  a n y  w or k b o o k  pr o vi di n g  
f oll o w u p m at eri als fr o m a s h are d e x p eri-
e nc e, t he re a d er re c ei ves t he me a ni n g, b ut 
wit h o ut t he e x p erie nc e, m a y fi n d it di ffi c ult 
t o e n a ct w h at t he t e xt e x p e cts. Th e re me d y 
f or t his is t o d o as t he b o o k pr o p os es: us e 
it as a res o ur c e f or a re a di n g/st u d y gr o u p, 
a n d, pr o m pt e d b y its ric h m at eri al, its m a n y 
i nsi g hts  a n d  e x a m ples,  g e ner at e  a  dis c us-
si o n f or m ati ve of a c o m m u nit y of h o p e.

Willi a m Cle ary, C. S. S p.,
D u q ues ne U ni versity.

Willi a m Cl e ar y, C. S. S p. 
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