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CHAPTER VII
®f)e Jfirsit Cftrisitian ^entecosit

I

'HE

origin of the Christian Feast of Pentecost

historically

•*•

is

connected with the ancient Jewish feast

same name. To understand the former, let us
begin by examining the latter. The Law required the
of the

Israelites to

keep

w^ith special

solemnity the Passover,

Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles.
in the year shall thy

God

in the place

"Three times

males appear before the Lord thy

which he

shall choose:

in the feast

of the unleavened bread, in the feast of weeks, and in

No one shall appear w^ith
hands empty before the Lord" (Deut. XVI, 16).^
the feast of tabernacles.

The Feast
was

of

Weeks was

his

called Pentecost because

it

celebrated on the fiftieth day (Pentecostes) after

the Passover.

The day

after the great

On

second day of the Passover.
sheaves of

Temple.

new

grain

w^ere

Sabbath was the

that

day the

first

solemnly offered in the

This ceremony marked the beginning of the

harvest which lasted seven weeks and closed with a

'

old

Every

Israelite,

and over had

freedman,

to contribute

In commerce Greek and

and

proselyte,

Roman money was

used, but to

the small Jevi^ish silver shekel had to be used.
slaves were not

bound but exhorted

—

twenty

years

a half shekel annually to the Temple.
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Women,

pay

to contribute likewise.

—

this tax,

minors, and
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thanksgiving celebration on Pentecost.
(Cf. Leviticus
XXIII, 10-11. 15-20; Deut. XVI, 9-10).^
In the time of Our Lord Pentecost was observed

on the day after the Sabbath, the day that corresponds
with our Sunday. But later on it was kept on the sixth
of Siwan, regardless of the day of the week.
It was always a joyous event
and brought great
gatherings to Jerusalem, where in shops and stalls the
Hebrew merchants temptingly displayed their fresh supplies of fruit, grains, and new wine, and tradesmen
squatted in nooks and corners with their w^ares of wood,
iron, and bronze, and barkers shouted from a thousand
booths piled up with apparel, perfumes, and fineries. A
motley multitude squeezed and jostled its way through
the bazaar-like streets on these occasions.
For the women and those who could not assist at the
celebration in the Temple, thanksgiving services were
conducted in the four hundred and eighty odd synagogues scattered over the city. In the Temple the solemn services began at sunrise. Two loaves of fine flour
leavened from grain grown on the donor's land w^ere
offered.^
These oblations were symbolic offerings for
the communities they represented.
The bread was
' There was
a controversy among the Jews as to the exact
day on which Pentecost was to be observed. The majority, headed
by the doctors, contended that Nisan 15, was the day from which to
count.
The minority, captained by the Sadducees, held that the
count should start from the hebdomadal sabbath of the Paschal

week.

In the time of Josephus the offering of the

first

sheaves took

place on the 16 Nisan.
*

About

seven

for these loaves.

were leavened.

quarts of new wheat flour were required
They were not placed on the altar because they

(Friedlieb, Archaeologie der Leidensgeschichte, p. 50.)
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leavened so as to figure the actual condition in which
ministered to man's sustenance. Two lambs formed a
peace oblation. They, like the loaves, were only waved
over the altar and then given to the priests. Besides

it

was a burnt offering of seven lambs, one
and two rams, to supplement the meat and

these, there

bullock,

(Cf. Leviticus XXlll,

drink offering.

XXVIII, 26.)

15;

Numbers

Besides these sacrifices of the various

communities, individuals made voluntary offerings according to their means.
Pentecost was, strictly speaking, the

official

thanks-

giving celebration for the blessings of the harvest.

But

about the close of the Biblical times, a historical basis
never so much as hinted at
the giving of the Law

—

in Scripture,

We

are

was

now

—

ascribed to

it.

prepared to study the origin of the

On

Christian Feast of Pentecost.

this particular oc-

casion religion, business, and curiosity had attracted a
vast multitude to the capital.

Inns and caravansaries

were packed; the adjacent

and valleys were occu-

pied.

hills

The roads swarmed with

people.

Fully as

many

were present as had been seven weeks before for the
There w^ere

Feast of the Passover.

a million, and possibly twice that

at least a quarter of

number

of persons in

and around Jerusalem.*
* One
author maintains that the year of the Crucifixion,
consequently the time under consideration, nearly 3,000,000 people
celebrated the Passover in the Holy City.
(Cf. The Tragedy of
Calvary, Meagher, p. 236.)
About thirty years later, during the
legateship of Cestius Gallus, 256,000 Paschal lambs were consumed.
To celebrate the Pasch, a company of not less than ten nor more
than twenty, not counting women and children, were required. At
this rate at least 3,000,000 Jews celebrated the Passover at Jerusa-
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made up of sixteen distinct
and
proselytes
and practically represented
types of Jews
If with Athens as a center
the whole civilized world.
one had drawn a radius of five hundred miles to the
east and then described the circle, one would have emThis

multitude was

braced within that area nearly

all

of the civilized nations

Medes,
Elamites, Mesopotamians, Greeks, Phrygians, Egyptians, Arabians, and Romans.
Such was the audience,
providentially assembled for the Pentecost drama, a
drama even more spectacular than had been the still
in the days of Christ, notably the Parthians,

remembered tragedy of the
Let us

now

turn to the

last

Passover.

little

band of

disciples.

On

having returned from Mount Olivet to the city, after
the Master's Ascension, "they w^ent up into an upper
room, where abode Peter and John, James and Andrew,

and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew^, James
of Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes, and Jude the brother
of James. All these were persevering with one mind
in prayer w^ith the women, and Mary the mother of

Philip

lem at that period. (Josephus, Jud. Antiq. B. XVII, C. IX, No. 3.)
This historian also narrates that at the Passover A. D. 66, 3,000,000

Jews appealed for redress to the same legate (Bel. Jud. B. II, C. 15,
No. 6), and that 1,000,000 of his countrymen perished A. D. 70, the
year of the destruction.
(Op. Cit. B. VI, C. 9, No. 3.) It is true,
critics do not accept these figures at face value.
Tacitus, a Roman
historian who was contemporaneous with the Jewish campaign, narrates that only 600,000 were slain.
(Hist. Lib. V, 13.)
And modern
criticism holds that even this figure is excessive and reduces it to
about 70,000.
(New Test. History, Dr. Smith, p. 128.) Granting
that this rather low estimate is nearer the truth, and taking it as a
basis of conjecture, it still remains that over a quarter of a million
of people attended the Harvest home celebration. The census of the
Roman enrollments in Judea are too mutilated to be of any service
in this case.
(Mommsen, Res gestae divi Augusti.)
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his brethren,
the number of persons
was about one hundred and twenty," (Acts I,
13-15). This historic house, the Holy Cenacle, was located on Mount Sion, in the southwest of the city.
From its terrace there was a good view of the Temple,
about half a mile to the east on Moriah. The Upperroom was the rendezvous of the disciples. They did
not remain closed up in it all the time, but, as we learn

and with

Jesus,

together

from

St.

Luke, frequently visited the Temple.

(Cf.

Luke XXIV, 53.)
The only injunction placed on them by the Master
was not to depart from Jerusalem but wait for "the
Promise of the Father." What was their idea of this
"Promise,"

"Paraclete," this

this

were awaiting?

"Comforter," they

Excepting the Blessed Virgin, they

comprehend the exact meaning of
these titles. Their minds were still too dull and earthly.
Something was going to happen, of this they were conevidently did not

vinced; so in prayerful expectation they waited for de-

velopments.

On

the eve of the Jewish Pentecost, obedient to a

divine impulse,
acle to

all

the brethren assembled in the Cen-

keep vigil. The night was spent in prayer, reand pious reading.^ Selections from the Old

flection,

'

all

In

the

Greek text the word

together in one place" (Acts

II,

all,

1)

in
is

the

"they were
by the terse
"They were all filled
clause

expressed

The same occurs in verse 4,
Now, the intensive form of the adjective indiSt. Luke
cates the whole of something without any part missing.
It is
does not use this form in Chapter I, verse 14, for instance.
intensive airavre^.

with the Holy Ghost."

he wishes to emphasize the fact that the whole
and not simply some of them, the Apostles, for instance, were present at the Descent of the Holy Ghost.
clear, therefore, that

body of

believers,
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Testament were read, explained, and meditated upon:
the Canticle of Canticles in which Jehovah's love for
His own is chanted; the Law, sweeter than honey on
the lips of the spouse the story of Ruth with its charming harvest settings, and as a reminder of the events
on Sinai, when Jehovah descended in fire, the prayer
How appropriate were the
of Habacuc was recited.
words: "God will come from the south, and the Holy
One from Mount Pharan (that is, from the mountains
of Arabia, Petraea, whose central peak is Sinai). His
glory covered the heavens, and the earth is full of His
praise.
His brightness shall be as the light, horns (of
light and strength) are in His hands." (Habac. Ill, 3-4.)
No doubt the Lord's Prayer, too, figured in their devo;

tions.^

At last dawn
morning changed

rent the robes of sable night,

and

the east into a rose-hued sky against

which the graceful ridges of Hebron outlined themselves
both sharp and clear. A blast of trumpets from the
Temple tower announced sunrise, the signal for the
feast-day ritual.
The priests waved the loaves and
victims towards the four points of the globe, also above
and below, to acknowledge Jehovah's dominion over
Durall things and to consecrate the harvest to Him.
ing these ceremonies the Levites chanted the great Hallel,

and the worshipers mingled

their prayers

and voices

with the harmony of the musicians.
° It
was customary for the Masters of Israel to compose
prayers for the disciples of their schools. We have an allusion to this
in St. Luke: "one of His disciples said to Him: Lord, teach us to
pray, as John also taught his disciples" (Luke XI, 1). In answer
to this request Jesus taught them the "Our Father."
(Luke XI, 2-4;
Matth. VI, 9-13.)
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Pending these events great tension prevails
Cenacle; there they

still

wait, they

still

in the

sigh, they

still

Suddenly a sound from heaven, like a violent
rushing of the wind, envelops the whole building and
cloven tongues appear to them like fire and rest on their
watch.

themselves filled with
in other tongues as
speak
heavenly power and begin to

Forthwith

heads.

the

Holy

they

them

Spirit gives

Three features of
ential study:

the

feel

this

utterance.

mysterious event invite rever-

phenomena

dressed to the senses

;

of sound

and

fire,

ad-

the outpouring of the Spirit with

grace, directed to the heart;

and the

special gifts or

charismata, appealing to the understanding.

We begin with the first. "And suddenly there came
a sound from heaven as of a mighty wind coming, and
it filled the whole house where they were sitting" (Acts
Suddenly, that is independent of their preparaII, 2).

and without any previous intimation as to the character of His coming; there came a sound, caused not
by any actual disturbance of the air, as in the case of a
storm or cyclone, but producing an impression like the
tion

effect of

a tempest.

Like the blast of a thundering corps

of trumpets this sound heralded the Spirit's visible deTo the angels that clustered round the Cenacle
scent.
that instant,

it

recalled "the noise of the trumpet ex-

ceeding loud" (Exod. XIX,

Law was

16)

of Sinai,

given fifteen centuries before

;

when

the

to the disciples

was both a signal and a reminder, a signal that the
Paraclete was come upon them, and a reminder that

it

soon they were to testify unto Jesus; to the vast concourse of Jews and strangers, it was a divine call to at"And
tend the proclamation of the New Covenant.
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them parted tongues as it were of
fire and it sat upon every one of them."
Some think
a huge shell of fire dropped from the sky, bright as a
meteor and ecHpsing momentarily even the sun, and
having thus attracted the attention of many, divided into flames and descended on the disciples. Others maintain that from the start the tongues v/ere parted and
fell like lambent flames on the devout assembly in the
there appeared to

Upper-room.

These

brilliant clusters

were not

like fire, as did the flames of the

which God spoke

real fire,

but shone

burning bush from

to Moses, or the horn-like rays of glory

brow

of the Lav/giver on his return
Did they forthwith evanesce or did
they endure some time? We do not know. We only
know that they symbolized the presence of the Parathat enkindled the

from the mount.

clete,

the charity that v/as to distinguish the followers

of Christ and the gift of tongues conferred on the heralds of the

New

The second
tial

Law^.

great prodigy of Pentecost, the essen-

feature of the feast,

Ghost on the Church.

mean

was the outpouring
This descent

is

of the

Holy

not to be con-

Holy Ghost did not sanctify and
The Holy Spirit has been purindwell souls before.
suing His universal office of Regenerator and Sanctifier
ever since the Creation. Every soul born into this world
He gives to all
is assisted by His light and grace.
But distinct from
help sufficient to attain their end.
strued to

this internal

that the

mission in the soul-world

mission by virtue of which

He

is

the temporal

rules, directs,

and pre-

serves the one true and visible Church of Jesus Christ.

This function

He

inaugurated on Pentecost.
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said of the activity of the

Holy Ghost

Our

as Sanctifier of souls before the Incarnation of

Lord

is

not contradicted by Scripture.

"Now this he said of the
receive, who believed in Him:

true,

Spirit

We

read,

it

is

which they should

for as yet the Spirit

was

not given, because Jesus was not yet glorified" (John
VII, 39.)

The Divine

had indeed been given but as
measure, whereas now He was bestowed

yet only in

Spirit

in plenitude.

On coming on
Him

He

also

came

members, so that all the just received
according to their capacity and preparation. This

on each of
view^

the Church as a body,

is

its

expressed in the

life

Rome,
"The house

of St. Frances of

and in the manifestations to Mary Agreda.
was enveloped in light and the divine fire w^as poured
over all that holy gathering. The purest Lady was transformed and exalted in God for she saw intuitively and
clearly the Holy Ghost, and for a short time enjoyed
Of His gifts and
the beatific vision of the Divinity.
divine influence she by herself received more than all
:

the rest of the saints.

The

Luke says,
Holy Ghost;

Apostles, as St.

and filled with the
for they received a wonderful increase of justifying grace
The twelve Apostles were
of a most exalted degree.
confirmed in this sanctifying grace and were never to
were

lose

also replenished

it.

In

all

of them, according to each one's condi-

Seven Gifts: Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, Piety, Counsel, ForIn all the rest of the disciples and
titude, and Fear.
the faithful who received the Holy Ghost in the Cenacle, the Most High wrought proportionately and retion, w^ere infused the habits of the
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same

spectively the

effects,

except that they were not

confirmed in grace like the Apostles.
"Not less wonderful, although more hidden, were

produced on that day by the Holy
the dreadful thunders and violent commotion of the atmosphere and the lightnings
accompanying His advent, He disturbed and terrified the
enemies of the Lord in that city, each one according to
This chastisement was
his own malice and perfidy.
particularly evident in those who had actively concurred
in procuring the death of Christ, and who had signalized
themselves in their rabid fury against Him" (City of
God Ciudad de Dios Manifested to Mary of Agreda.
Translated from the Original Spanish by Fiscar Marison.
Abridged Ed. 9 3, pp. 248-25 )
In the Life of St. Frances of Rome we read that it

some contrary
Ghost

effects

in Jerusalem.

—

By

—

1

1

1

was revealed

to her that on Pentecost not only the disUpper-room but all the just in the world
with the Holy Ghost, and that each received

ciples in the

were
the

filled

gift,

according to his capacity.

(Ursinus, Bk. IV,

With an increase of sanctifying grace came
4.)
more ample indwelling of all the souls so favored.
"And they were all tilled with the Holy Ghost."

Chap.

1

a

We come to the third
first

Two

Pentecost.

feature, the

Charismata of the

things especially surprised

and

Mount Sion. One
men whose native speech was a barbarous
of Aramaic now discourse fluently in the tongues

mystified the masses collected on

was

to hear

jabber

of their hearers.

own
men

"We

have heard them speak

The

other

preach with so

much

tongue."

cess "the wonderful

was

our

to hear unlettered fisher-

unction, eloquence, and suc-

works of God" (Acts

—

in
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Let us take up the

point, the gift of glossolaly/

first

Divine favors not intended for the personal sanctification of the recipient are sometimes
(plural, charismata) to distinguish

them from

are given for personal sanctification.

a charisma.

It

was given

charisma

called

gifts that

Glossolaly

for the upbuilding

and

was

solidi-

fying of the faithful as a religious body and not as

in-

dividuals.

Glossolaly

not an easy subject.

is

the nature of this

gift, it

But whatever
certainly was not an emotional

outburst, such as occur in so-called

revivals.

consist in this that whilst the Apostles

Neither did

it

spoke

Syro-Caldean

their

modern

stood them in their

own

dialect,

tongues.

the auditors under-

For then the miracle

would have been in hearing and not in speaking,
which is contradicted by Scripture. "They began to
speak with divers tongues."

We

John,

grant that

may

some

previously have had

Greek and Aramaic
this did not

of

all

(Acts

II,

4.)

of the brethren, notably St.

some know^ledge

as spoken bej'^ond Palestine.

of

But

prevent them from receiving the glossolaly

other tongues potentially, and actually the seven

or eight tongues
addressed.®

edge of

all

and

dialects of the sixteen peoples they

The Apostles

received an infused knov/1-

tongues potentially, but

this gift

passed into

' The
gift of tongues is called glossolaly, a term derived
from the Greek words yXwcrcra (tongue) and AoAetv (to speak).

The

Medes, and Elamites spoke a Persian
Mesopotamians, Syriac and a mixture of Chaldee; the
Cappadocians, Greek or Greek and Syriac, especially in Lycaonia the
Phrygians and Pamphilians, Greek; the Egyptians, Coptic; the Romans, Latin; the Cretes, Greek; the Arabians, Arabic.
'

Parthians,

dialect; the

;

—
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actuality only
that

when

was necessary

there

was need and

to the extent

to preach the Gospel with clearness,

The Blessed Virgin, as Mother
and
of the Church and Queen of the Apostles, shared in this
The fact
gift, if not for use, at any rate for excellence.
that she was full of grace did not prevent her from re-

authority,

dignity.

ceiving an increase of accidental

gifts.

The

gift

of

tongues bestowed on the disciples on Pentecost was

seemingly accompanied by other charismata.®
* The
Charismata in general
on
study
historic-exegetic
and of Glossolaly in particular by Dr. Englmann is the best exposiAccording to Engltion of this very difficult and obscure subject.
mann the charismata resolve themselves into two classes. A first

class includes seven gifts that are directly intended to secure the
inner growth of the Church by enabling the subject to fulfill in it

some permanent
1)

office

or function.

They

The Apostolate, the highest of these

are:
gifts.

(I

Cor. XII, 28.)

(II Cor. XII, 28; I
Prophecy, a branch of the Apostolate.
Peter, IV, 11.)
(I Cor.
3) Discerning of spirits, a special help to the judgment.
XII, 10.)
4) Doctorship to teach a definite congregation as its pastor (Ephes.
IV, 11; I Cor. XII, 28.)

2)

5) Intuitive mastery by wisdom and knowledge of the Christian
(I Cor.
mysteries, and ability to communicate them by preaching.

XII,

8.)

(Rom. XII, 8.)
Directorship to rule the body of the faithful.
(Cor. XII, 28.)
Assistants to help by discharging minor offices.
"And God indeed hath set some in the church; first apostles,
secondly prophets, thirdly doctors; after that miracles; then the
grace of healing, helps, governments, kinds of tongues, interpreta(I Cor. XII, 28).
tions of tongues
6)
7)

The second class includes five distinct capacities or abilities
attached not to any special office but bestowed on some members of
the Church to promote the external well-being. They are:
(I Cor. XII, 9.)
1) Faith in a superior degree.
(I Cor. XII, 10.)
2) Power to work miracles.
(I Cor. XII, 9.)
3) The power of different kinds of healings.
4)

Glossolaly, or gift of tongues.
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point to arouse astonishment in the

Pentecostal gift of tongues

What

^olp

was the

subject

disturbed the devout and sincere hearers

matter.

was

that

they received both the truth and a miraculous confirm-

and the same act.
The Holy
Ghost inspired the Apostles what to say and the way to
say it. "They began to speak with divers tongues, according as the Holy Ghost gave them to speak." (Acts
II, 4.)
For ten days, with little, if any, interruption the
disciples had meditated the stirring events that closed
Their souls were aglow
the Master's earthly career.
with love for Him. They longed to step forth and tesThen came upon them the very
tify to His Divinity.
essence of charity and wisdom, in the outpouring of the
Spirit.
And v/ith His coming a more intense consciousness of what their Master had taught them by word and
example during three years. "But the Paraclete, the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name,
he will teach you all things and bring all things to your
mind, whatsoever I shall have said to you." (John XIV,
ation thereof in one

26.)

As
their
5)

a torrent therefore that defies further restraint,

pent-up emotions and overflowing minds, released
Interpretations of tongues, the complement of glossolaly,

"To

one indeed by the Spirit is given the word of wisdom; and to another the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit; to another faith in the same Spirit, to another the grace of healing in
one Spirit; to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy;
to another the discerning of spirits; to another diverse kinds of
tongues; to another interpretation of speeches. But all these things
one and the same Spirit worketh dividing to everyone according as
He will" (I Cor. XII, 8-10). (Von den Charismen im allgemeinen
und von dem Sprachen-Charisma im besonderen. Dr. Job. Bapt. Ant.

Englmann.

Regensburg 1848,

—

pp. 90-134.)
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at last,

poured forth with prophetic impetuosity a stream
its wake both the under-

of gospel truth that carried in

standing and the will of the serious-minded.

"And

they

wondered saying one to anwere
But others mocking said:
other: What meaneth this?
(Acts II, 12-13). This
wine"
full
of
nev/
These men are
taunt was probably made by some of the Roman
all

astonished, and

soldiers that patrolled

Then

Mount

Sion.^°

Peter, vibrating with emotion, stood

the eleven, "lifted

up

his eyes

up with

and spoke to them: Ye

men of Judea, and all that dwell in Jerusalem,
known to you, and with your ears receive my

be

this

w^ords.

For these are not drunk, as you suppose, seeing it is but
the third hour of the day: But this is (the fulfillment
of) that which was spoken of by the prophet Joel"
(Acts

14-16).

II,

Two

arguments are launched to refute the scoffers
) "It is but the third hour (nine o'clock) of the day."
On the Sabbath no good Israelite ate or drank before
And on the great sonine o'clock in the morning.
1

lemnities, such as Pentecost, they fasted until noon.

(Com. Actes des Apotres,
II,

2)

v.

D'Allioli, par

"These are not drunk

15.)

as

Under the impulse of the Divine

Gimarey, Chap.

you suppose."
Spirit, St.

Peter

cites with adaptation to the circumstances the prophecy
"And it shall come
of Joel and shows its realization.
to pass, in the last days, (saith the Lord), I will pour
out My Spirit upon all flesh and your sons and daugh:

ters shall

prophesy,

and your young men

shall see

" The Romans drank sweet wine in the morning.
So ordained
the gastronomic precept of Catius as recorded by Horace (Satires
II,

4).

—

77

—

"

(Jlloricfi!

of

?^oIj> (!lf)0£ft

tf)C

dream dreams. And
upon My servants indeed, and upon My handmaids I will pour out in those days of My Spirit, and
they shall prophesy. And I will shew wonders in the
heaven above, and signs on the earth beneath: blood
and fire, vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great
and manifest day of the Lord come. And it shall come
to pass, that whosoever shall call upon the name of

visions,

and your old men

shall

the Lord, shall be saved" (Acts

"And

it

shall

come

II,

17-21).

to pass in the last days," the

days" stands for the closing of the
Messiah's sojourn on earth, as well as for the beginning
of that period of time which started with His ascension
into heaven and shall end with His second coming at

phrase "in the

last

the general judgment.
to in the future.

Hebrews

I,

In a general

(Cf.

I

Peter

I,

way it
20;

II

is

equivalent

Peter

111,

3;

2.)

pour out," a metaphore indicating the profusion with which the gift is bestowed. St. Chrysostom
calls it a cloudburst of heavenly favors (Hom. I, de
Pent.). The Apostle continues "of My Spirit;" in Joel
St. Peter's use of the object
we have "My Spirit."
case implies that the prodigies just witnessed were but
the beginning of a more and ampler communication
of the Spirit; "upon all flesh" signifies on the whole
human family without regard for race, tongue, or country; "and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy;
"I will

this

shows

that all the disciples received the charismata

of Pentecost, though possibly not in the
that they glorified

God

same form, and

in a quasi-prophetic way.

This

view derives support from the emphatic repetition of the
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same statement in the next verse: "and upon My servants indeed, and upon My handmaids will I pour out
in those days of My Spirit, and they shall prophesy."
Not all of Joel's prophecy was accomplished on the
first Whitsunday.
The details indicated in verses 9-20
were not yet due, but they will most certainly come to
pass "before the great and manifest day of the Lord
1

come."

That

is,

that intervenes

"And
upon

the

21).

it

ter

now

come

to pass, that

whosoever

shall call

added to

is

Mount Sion

II,

this verse the realistic

(the very spot

on which Pe-

addressed them) and in Jerusalem shall be

vation, as the

Up

take place during the period

of the Lord shall be saved" (Acts

In Joel there

clause "for in

w^ill

between the two comings of Christ/^

shall

name

they

Lord hath said" (Joel

II,

32).

to this point, Peter's discourse

was

sal-

apologetic.

Having cleared his ground, he next addresses his countrymen (probably in Aramaic) and proves to them in
most convincing and forceful terms that Christ whom
they had crucified was in very truth the Son of God,
and that being exalted by the right hand of God and
having obtained of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, it was to Him they owed this wonderful manifestation backed up by divine credentials.

The burning words
erful grace

by pow"When they had

of Peter accompanied

sank deep into their souls.

" "In the eyes of the Apostles, as in the Prophet's thought, these

two events so eclipse all the rest of the history of man that the
interval between is lost sight of; the Christ made flesh, Christ
judging all flesh: of what importance are the evolutions of earthly
empires when considered in the light of these great doings of God?"
(St. Peter and the First Years of Christianity, Fouard, 1903, p. 11.)
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heard these things they had compunction in their heart,

and said
shall

and

to Peter,

to the rest of the Apostles

we do, men and brethren? But

Do penance and
name

:

Peter said to

be baptized, every one of you,

What
them
in the

of Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins:

and you

shall receive the gift of the

Holy Ghost" (Acts

n, 37-38).

Joyfully the Apostles gathered the

"They
word were baptized; and
Christian harvest.

feast

of the

there were added that day

about three thousand souls" (Acts

The Jewish

first fruits

therefore that received His
II,

41

).^^

was a thanksgiving

for the fruits

by the former
commemorates the outpouring of the Divine Spirit and
the harvesting of the first sheaves of the new and eterof nature

;

the Christian Pentecost typified

nal dispensation.

" On the Baptism of the Three Thousand see Sparks of Truth for
Sincere Baptists, Chap. V, pp. 42-53.
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