CHAPTER 8

Tragic Eariij

Death

of the founder
Paris

(1709)

Nothing succeeds like success and already in the short span of six years, the

Seminary of the Holy Spirit had made remarkable progress.
Begun as a small hostel, opened by an unknown group of seminarians with
little or no financial support in a run-down area of the city, it was now a highly
respected, well organized

and apparently well funded establishment popularly

The Seminary of the Holy Spirit.
Claude, himself an unknown young

called

highly respected as
seminaries of the

its

director

by

man from

his peers,

the countryside, was now
and the directors of the leading

Sulpice.

city, like St.

Claude's draft of the ground rules for the Seminary had been examined

document for its
one might expect from a qualified

approved by experts
prehensiveness, as

as a

kind of

classic

legal brevity

lawyer.

finances were concerned, thanks to well organized fund-raising

agement, the seminary

Even

and

and comas far as

and wise man-

now seemed to be on a fairly sound foundation and all
at how much had been accomplished in such a short

continued to be amazed
time for

its

students (mostly country boys of working-class family backgrounds).

own ordination to the priesthood in 1706 followed by that of James
Gamier (1708) and Louis Bouic (1709) gave further credibility to the venture.
When on October 1, 1709, then, Claude and his companions moved into
their third residence ( 1 1 rue Tournefort) everything seemed to be going their
way. A bright future lay ahead and the rest of their story seemed likely to be that
"they all lived happily ever after." Unfortunately that was not to be the case and,
Claude's

as Shakespeare

once put

it:

"When

troubles come, they

come not

single spies

but in battalions..."
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Third Holij Spirit Seminarvf R^esidence
While the Neuve

St.

Etienne premises were bigger and better suited to the

needs of his students than rue des Cordieres,
that even this second

the ever growing

Holy

Spirit

it

soon became obvious to Claude

Seminary building could no longer cope with

number of applicants.

For this reason, even before the

six year lease

on the second Holy

Spirit

Seminary residence expired, Claude was already on the look-out for a bigger
and more suitable home for his growing family and was, once again, proving
himself to be a true son of his father that old maestro in continuous real estate

wheelings and dealings.

When,

then, a large property with a four-storey residential building that

once served as a military barracks for the Gardes- Fran(;aise

formed

(a

in 1563 for the defence of the royal residences in Paris)

on August

estate market,

17, 1709,

had

French regiment

went on the

Claude was quick to sign a

lease

real

with

its

owner, Mr. Cornailles.

The buildings apparently needed

a facelift

and some major adjustments

meet the requirements of the now highly organized regime of the Holy

community but
its

annual lease

the price was right! In
fee

of 600

livres

fact,

it

was

a real bargain if

College

— 368

livres!

As well the location of the new four- storey property was
seven minute walk from the College
large

Tournefort and Mouffetard.

— and

Its

easily accessible

main

coach door, opened on to Tournefort

excellent

— only

from two main

entrance, a typically French-styled

Spirit seminarians.

to

From

meet the remarkable
the

first

four or five

joined Claude at rue des Cordieres, Christmas 1702, and the twelve

number now,

in 1709, as they

moved

who

on Pentecost Sun-

dedicated themselves and their seminary to the Holy Spirit
day, 1703, the

a

city

Street.

The change of premises had come none too soon
growth in the number of Holy

who

one compares

with the annual fee Claude paid simply for his

own board and lodgings at Louis le Grand

streets,

to

Spirit

into their

new

residence,

was nearly twice the number of the resident theological students (45)

at the

CLG College, i.e. the junior members in training for the Society of Jesus.
But numbers alone do not
Seminary. For one thing,
tions (Rule 59)

tell

carefial

the whole success story of the Holy Spirit

screening of applicants by entrance examina-

and supervision of homework by regular repetition seminars

(Rules 131-137) were paying off in impressive examination results.

With, a Little Help

from His Friends

While, undoubtedly, Claude was the prime mover in

would, however, be a serious mistake to credit him with

On

all

all its

this progress,

it

success.

the contrary, now, as always, Claude was not acting alone but a team-

player working with other like-minded
First

and

similarly motivated individuals.

and foremost among these must be counted the

Jesuit

community of

Louis the Great College. They not only gave free tuition to Claude's students at
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their College but,

through the food bank arranged by good Father Megret, the

on the table for Claude's seminarians,
young men with hearty appetites!
Since Claude's students were from poor families and full-time students, they
Bursar, were also putting daily bread

much

could not help

with the financial expenses of the Residence so outside

benefactors had to be found to keep the doors open.

Here, once again, Claude, to the surprise of his contemporaries, soon
distinguished himself as a fijnd-raiser (something ever since so

much

part of

the baggage of every Spiritan!).

One

of the earliest of these benefactors was Pierre George, a rich Nantes

business partner of his father,
a student bursary

now retired

worth 46,462

in Paris,

who on May 28,

Another was a parishioner of the new parish,

St.

a loan of 1000 livres probably to pay the 600 livres

up

Etienne, who came up with
down payment for the lease

new premises.

of the

A
the

1707, set

livres.

third

new

and perhaps the most outstanding benefactor was the pastor of
Fr. Charles Lebreque who

parish into which they were moving, a

bequeathed 40,000 livres to the Seminary. His conditions to the bequest
unfortunately caused untold trouble for Claude's immediate successors,
especially after some of the priest's family challenged the validity of the legacy,
a complicated affair outside the scope of this booklet.

But Claude's search for financial backing to his seminary apparently went

much

higher than fund-raising fi'om individual donors.

now well known

It is

that

he brought the whole problem of financing Catholic seminaries for poor students
to the attention of

students like his

King Louis XIV himself, claiming that seminaries

own

for

poor

should not have to depend on private charity but should be

adequately funded by Church and/or State, in a Catholic country like France!

As Claude saw

it,

one of the

greatest mistakes being

both Church and State in France was their

'common

of the

people'

than bare-footed {sans

wood

—

working

'the

classes',

homeless

culottes)

made

time by
and energies

at this

failure to tap the talents

too often seen as

city-slickers or

little

better

uncouth 'hewers of

or drawers of water' in the countryside.

As

far as

Claude was concerned, given the chance of an education (through

public funding, bursaries or scholarships), these 'pauperes' could very favourably

compete with

their peers

from

ing the priesthood. Failure to

rich and/or noble families in

do

so, as history

trous consequences in France both for the

was

to show,

Church and

la

any career includ-

was

to have disas-

patrie before the

end

of the century!
Various intermediaries have been suggested as to

how Claude

brought

important subject to the attention of the highest authority of the land,
Louis XIV, but

more than

sonal confessor,

likely

who had been

his student days in

it

was

Fr.

Le

Tellier, at

this

King

that time the King's per-

drama teacher and close advisor during
Rennes and Nantes. As Peter Claris was to write to Cardinal
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Claude's
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de Fleur (one of the Seminary's great benefactors) years

XIV of

the designs Louis

glorious

memory would

later,

"You are

fulfilling

himself have implemented

the fiinding of bursaries had he but lived another six months."

This

Le

Fr.

be seen when

it

Tellier

the acrimonious

Holy

never ceased to support Claude and his seminary as can

was thanks to him
Fr.

that,

on May

2,

1736, Louis

Lebreque legacy dispute by giving
back

Spirit as a 'society' as far

XV intervened in

full legal status to

the

as 1703.

Associate Directors of the Seminarij

Eariif

own ordination in 1707, Claude had to depend on other priests,
home town of Rennes, like Michael le Barbier, who with permission from his bishop came to Paris as a newly ordained priest to help
Before his

from

friends

his

Claude. Michael and Claude had been friends since boyhood but whether

Michael was invited by Claude or volunteered to come is not known, but as a
young ordained priest (Claude being still in minor orders) Michael was invaluable to the

life

of the 'Seminary.'

as a priest for daily community mass, Michael
hand man in the running of the Seminary and is
probably the 'assistant director' mentioned in Rules 1 14, 142, and 169.
As well, since Michael had completed all his philosophy and theology studies with the Jesuits in Rennes and was very familiar with the Jesuit programs of
studies, he became the first Dean of Studies of the new Seminary and headed up

Apart from being available

became Claude's

rapidly

all

right

the students' so-called 'tutorial repetition classes'

home

of the lectures they had received

became the norm

for

Spiritan

all

—

daily tutored revision at

at the College

— which

for centuries

Houses of Studies.

Great Expectations Dashed
By the beginning of
very promising future.

1

709, then, the

Little

Seminary seemed well on

its

way

to a

did anyone foresee the troubles that would strike

before the end of the year.

The
their

first

own

of these problems came with the frequent

dioceses of these 'messeurs

du

recall for

assignments in

Saint Esprit', Claude's invaluable priest

associates.
Fr.

Jean Le Roy, for example, in July 1707 was called back to his

of Quimper by Bishop de Ploelle, and two years later on June

Michael

le

Lavardin.

Barbier was recalled by the

And

sad

it is

and Claude were young
did they

know how

October

2,

1709,

new Archbishop

men

final

was

of Rennes, Mgr. de

and in excellent health, little
months later Claude died on

(in their early thirties)
this parting, for four

and Michael, appointed by

his

bishop to a small parish with a

on May 22,

1710.

second shock for Claude and the whole group was the

Seminary, that of a student, Rene

82

diocese

to recall that in this case, although at the time Michael

junior college attached, died the following year

A

own

17, 1709, Fr.

le

Sauvage,

on May

7,

1709.

first

death in the

Rene must have
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been a very promising young

man

for he

was chosen out of

Graduation Class to defend the Annual Thesis

many

death, for

been

at the

all

of the students and possibly even for Claude himself,

their first close experience with death

CLG

the 1709

Convocation Exercises. His

may have

and dying.

Le Grand Hiver 1709
Cold winters are always seasonal
Hiver) has gone

down

Grand

in Paris but the winter of 1709 {le

in history as perhaps the severest ever.

On

the night of

plummeted and the severe cold spell lasted for over
Then
on
two weeks.
January 25, a sudden thaw set in with devastating floods.
The River Seine, blocked by huge chunks of ice, overflowed its banks.
When the excessive humidity and floods seemed over, the temperatures
plummeted a second time. Blizzards with high winds added to the misery of the
city poor ill-prepared to cope with this second cold spell. No wonder then that
January

during

5,

it

the temperatures

32,800 people died in Paris alone.

But the cold weather of the

1

709 winter was not the only problem. The har-

vest of 1708 had been below average and famine already stalked the land. Cattle,

sheep and rabbits (often a mainstay food for the city poor) perished in large

numbers. Food prices soared. The price of wheat (15
1709 rose to 67

livres

livres a setier in 1708), in

by the end of September.

Everyone was feeling the pinch. Even in big private boarding schools,
because of the food rationing, there were bitter complaints from students
Voltaire (Francois Arouet)
eat

during that period

Claude and
quarters at

was

1 1

his

at

who

never forgot the

'terrible

like

black bread' he had to

CLG College.

community were

fortunate to have reasonably

good

living

rue Tournfort, although none of the housing in Paris at that time

sufficiently insulated against

such prolonged sub-zero temperatures.

communities in the city faced food shortages. As Fr. De La
we eat black bread. the Brothers have two ounces for breakfast
lunch... and now we dont have enough money to purchase anything

All the religious
Salle wrote: ''Here

and five for

.

.

near enough bread for the forty of us here!' Apparently the baker refused to supply

them with any more bread without

"While none of us died,

all

suffered

credit

and De La

went on

to

add

from scurvy!"

Claude and his bursar, with 80 or so young

end
meant

Salle

men

their wits'

particularly as the shortage of food at

bly also

less available for

handouts to the Holy

to feed,

CLG

must have been

College

itself

at

proba-

Spirit seminarians.

First Serious Illness

Then

to

in the City,

add

to the Claude's troubles, in the widespread

he himself

fell

seriously

ill

— perhaps

epidemic that raged

for the first time in his

life!

Although always so healthy and strong, Claude caught pleurisy and instead of
taking care of himself and easing up, he kept

may

have been a mistake but considering
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all

on working. That

in retrospect

Claude's pressing problems at the

83

time

—

the changeover to the

new

premises, the severe weather, the shortage of

food, probably other members of the community

ill,

and Michael Le Barbier

gone, Claude simply had to stay on the job to keep things going.

For this reason, confident that with his usual resilience he could get over this

on but soon other complications

bout, Claude tried to carry

set in

home among his own
with no recovery
city
hospital
among strangers.
in
some
over-crowded
rather than
in sight,

he opted to die

at

and then,

seminarians

Whatever Claude's thoughts at this time, one fact must be emphasized.
pleurisy and complications
not
Claude's death was fi-om natural causes
fi-om any personal imprudent austerities.

—

Here again
residence,

it is

important to

when most of Claude's

tary mortifications, but

due

—

recall that just as in the early

days

so called 'austerities' were not so

at

the

to the straightened living circumstances with

he and his companions had to cope, so

now in

first

much volunwhich

these latter days at the third resi-

dence on rue Tournefort, Claude's health problems were not the result of any
excessive mortification but of natural causes

and a raging

A

city- wide

Director

who

and allowed no one

insisted that the first
in the

Seminary to

fast days,

health especially at this time

As he himself once put

me

ill.

duty of the apostolate was to be

fast

alive

without permission (Rule 15) other

would never have

by indiscretions on

foolishly

endangered

his

his part.

it:

"/ enjoy excellent health,

am

a widespread shortage of food

epidemic caused by the Grand Hiver of 1709.

than on regular Church

stomach and

—

though I appear very

delicate. I

have a good

any kind offood easily. Nothing makes
As strong and as vigorous as anyone else, hardened to fatigue
able to digest

am

nevertheless inclined to he lazy

ing myself only

when spurred on by ambition."

and work,

I

and

easy-going, apply-

Final Temptations?

Much
time as

if

is often made of Claude's so-called final temptations to despair at this
God was asking for a complete sacrifice or holocaust before his death.

However, according to

mentions
life

spiritual

Fr.

but to an earlier time

friend, Fr.

Le Floch, Claude's Reflections on the Past in which he

problems

like these

do not belong

when he made

Simon Gourdan of

St.

a retreat

to this period of Claude's

under the direction of

his

Victor Abbey. In these notes, Claude contrasts

lukewarmness' and then keenly aware of
and ambition in starting the Seminary, ends by completely
trusting that God would never abandon him, despite his unworthiness:
"To sum up, I must confess before God that at the present moment I
am someone who is believed to be alive but who is certainly dead, at
least when I compare the present with the past.

his 'previous fervour' with his 'present
his pride, vanity

Alas! I

former

84

am

merely a mask of devotion and the shadow of my
am I in my extreme misfortune if I do not fall

self Blessed
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away more but stop where I am and use the grace God offers me to
reflect more seriously than ever on my pitiable state, so as to prevent

my falling into greater disorders.
It is in this

very

way that so many people who were eminent in

virtue

downwards and end by perishing miserably Who ought to
fear a similar fall more than I who throughout life have so frequently
shown my inconstancy by returning to God and then later on falling into
begin to slide

such prolonged disorder? These reflections

fill

me

with sorrow. I

left

the

my soul.
Is it possible that I merely changed the object of my ambition and
that I persevered in that ambition all the while in my heart? And if so,

world

in order to seek

of what use was

it

God, renounce vanity and save

to

undertake that work." ("Editor's addition

'the

opening of the Holy Spirit Seminary')

The News Spread
Before long, as the news spread that Claude was seriously

own students but the
and many old friends across

Jesuit

Great College

the

hastened to

As

Fr.

visit

-

with

little

hope

him.

Charles Besnard put

"As soon as
great

ill

Community of Louis the
city became alarmed and

of recovery, not only his

it

it:

was known

number of persons

in Paris that

Claude was seriously

distinguished by their piety

ill,

a

and rank came

to

see him: the Directors of St. Sulpice Seminary, of St. Nicholas of

Chardonnet and of St. Francis de Sales. The saintly Father Gourdan,
to whom he was bound by the strongest ties of friendship, unable to

come himself, sent a friend to visit Claude on his behalf."
The names mentioned by Fr. Besnard are, one can be sure, only a few of the
many friends, admirers and benefactors who visited Claude during his last illness. That is why it is interesting to note that those mentioned were all well
known priests in Paris
e.g. two directors of major seminaries in the city, the
rector of the nearby St. Francis des Sales Retirement Fiome for Priests and the
saintly cloistered monk of St. Victor's Abbey, Fr. Simon Gourdan, who greatly
admired Claude for his wonderful work with the Seminary, his personal
holiness and scholarship.
When the final moment came, Claude who had taught his students how to
live, would now show them how to die. As Fr. Charles put it:
''While Father des Places suffered an attack of pleurisy that was
accompanied by a violent fever and a painful tenesmus which for four
days caused him atrocious sufferings, no word of complaint, much less
of impatience escaped his lips. One knew only that his sufferings were

—

intensified because his acts of resignation

very exhaustion seemed to give

over again with King David:
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him new

"Quam

became more frequent. His
strength to repeat over

dilecta tabernacula tua,

and

Domine
85

virtutum, concupiscit et deficit

in atria Domini. How I
How my soul yearns and pines for

anima mea

love your palace, Yahweh Sabaoth!

your courts!"

Claude devoutly received the

around

last

sacraments and then peacefully expired

five o'clock in the evening of October

2,

1709, at the age of thirty years

and seven months.

One can
could during

imagine

easily

bedside or in the chapel,

when

how

his seminarians

having done everything they

his illness to alleviate their Director's sufferings,

the final

all

broken hearted but

assisting

were either

him with

at his

their prayers

moment of the last agony came.

Last Portrait
As

all

Tellier, his

hope of recovery waned Claude's friends (probably led by Fr. Michael
old mentor at Rennes and Nantes who was now in Paris as Confessor

to Louis XIV), invited a professional portrait painter to sketch

on

Claude

as

he lay

his deathbed.

With so meager

now invaluable as

Sean Farragher so well puts

and

''The realism

about Claude's

factual information

Fr.

sensitivity

of

last days, this portrait is

it:

this portrait in oils

makes up

in great

measure for the tantalizing lack of other contemporary documents. As we
gaze on the emaciated features of this highly gifted generous young man

who had

already spent himself in the service of the Lord in the person of

the least of his brethren,
It is

we get a

vivid reminder of what

already sketched Claude as a

it

cost

him"

was painted by lean louvenet who had

quite possible that this portrait

young boy, because when the portrait was being
company employed to do so, although they

professionally cleaned in 1959, the

knew nothing about

the earlier Jouvenet portrait of Claude, suggested that

must have been painted by Jouvenet who did
Bourdaloue, the famous Jesuit orator.

a similar

it

deathbed portrait of

Last Deathbed Vilorck

The

last

words of dying people are always cherished by their

Christ's seven last

words were by the

In Claude's case

Psalm 83

(in Latin

whole outlook, on
At that

it

was no

different

not in French) in

life

the ftiture of his beloved
spirit

and so

his repeated use of

many ways were

Holy

of Rule 43 that

recommends

the

abandonment, joyously and confidently commended

86

final

for

Bona Mors (Happy

Communion

Vaticum and always saying one's Night Prayers as one's
Maker, when his

human concern

neither fear of death nor

Spirit Seminary.

Death) monthly practice of receiving Holy

his

King David's

seen as epitomizing his

here and hereafter, on time and eternity.

moment Claude had

True to the

families even as

Evangelists.

as if

last,

it

were one's

Claude

his spirit into the

in total

hands of

moment came.
Claude Francis Pouiiart des Places

Claude on

As he himself once put
"This

is

cling. I

deathbed.

it:

the secret which I have been looking for

must keep reminding you,

Remember your

last

end and you

excellent piece of advice.

.

.

I

must

Since I wish to die the

O my

and

soul, lest

to

which I must

you ever forget

will never sin (Sir

7,

40).

it.

What an

live well so as to die well. ..In

same condition as
death of the just I must

condition do I wish to die? In the
live.

his

what

the one in which I
live

a

life

which

is

and entirely Christian... I am going to begin doing
what I would want to have done at the hour of my death and after my
death, what will remain of all that is earthly, what will the earth

absolutely holy
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retain of what
coffin
alive,

no one

mine? A

will

Claude, despite
panic.

is

made of 4

He had no

six foot grave,

a piece of bad smelling cloth, a

or 5 pieces of rotten timber.

.

.

Once

I

am

no longer

any more bother with me"
the evidence that everything was going wrong, did not

all

regrets

and no complaints

and so he had complete confidence

for as always

in the holy will of

he had

faith in

God

God.

God was allwas to show,
although at this time disconsolate over the death of the one on whom they
themselves, so young and inexperienced, depended so much, did not falter, but
kept together, trusted God and carried on.
And later, they saw more clearly that Claude, was giving them an inspiring
example of why it was better to wear out rather than rust out in the service of
God and why the grain of wheat must first die before the harvest can begin.
As the ties of time and earth began to unravel, confidently, with the pilgrim's jubilant processional Hymn 84 on his lips, Claude could look forward to
the still more wonderful life in the courts of Yahweh. His work on earth was
done, and so, with Jesus' dying words upon the Cross, he could say: "My work is
If

he worried he hid

powerful, no

man was

it,

assuring

done. Into Your hands. Lord,

The

Final Obsequies

all

irreplaceable.

those dear to

And

him

that as

they, as the record

commend my spirit."

I

and Burial

The funeral service probably took place at the nearby beautiful parish
Church of St. Etienne. One can be sure that Claude's students in typical Spiritan
careful attention to Church ceremonials, music and plain chant, must have
made sure fiiU honours were done for Claude at the final Requiem Mass.
The burial, however, was an even simpler affair, for at Claude's request his
remains were buried in an unmarked grave in the 'pauperes' section of the
St. Etienne cemetery. Many famous men's graves, like those of Racine and
Pascal, are still identifiable in that cemetery by elaborate plaques in their honour. But one seeks in vain for Claude's resting place that was at the gable end of
the Our Lady's Chapel. There Claude's remains lay among the nameless poor
for the next hundred years until, as in all 'pauperes' interments after a suitable
period of time, his bones were removed to make room for other burials and
stacked away in other receptacles (or as they were ironically called Charnel
Houses).
Early in the 19th century, the city authorities decided to close

charnel houses and remove

caverns

left after

zens of the

among

city.

This

is

why

down

these

Catacombs of Paris i.e. deep
build mansions for rich citi-

the skeletons to the

rocks and stones were quarried to

Claude's remains are

now

impossible to identify

the millions of skeletons stacked in these catacombs, although each

section of the catacombs

is

the bones were taken and

famous authors on the
88

all

marked with the name of the cemetery from which
honoured with classical French quotations from

walls.
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How Theij

Brought the Sad News to J\ennes

One may wonder how soon

after Claude's

death did his family in Rennes

learn the sad news. But their disbelief can be readily understood!

The
was so

last

full

time they had seen Claude was

at his

nephew's baptism when he

how his new Seminary
much news to catch up on

of the joie de vivre and so very happy about

was coming along. What

a visit that

and so many happy memories to
they would never see him again!

had been

recall. Little

—

so

did any of the family then think

Never forgotten

From time
Capital

to time,

news good and bad, must have reached them from the
to the priesthood and how he and the Seminary

— Claude's ordination

were coping with the 1709

terrible winter.

Needless to add, Claude was always in their prayers and as they knew, they

were in

his, especially at

However, knowing

God now that he was

the altar of

how

completely unprepared for the dreadful news
couldn't be!

It

and

that: "Fr.

Claude

is

deadr

It

was unbelievable.

we know from

Nevertheless, as
fire

a priest.

healthy Claude always was, they must have been

the few family records that survived the big

of Rennes (1720), Claude's family accepted his death with great courage
faith.

Francis, Claude's dad, at the time himself in declining health, immediately

had three masses

said for his son in St.

of Le Meneuet after

Thomas

College Chapel (where Claude

mother Jeanne, signing her maiden name
her husband's death on May 18, 1712, at the age of 71, on

had so often attended mass).

Later, his

October 3, 1718 (the day following the 10th anniversary of Claude's death),
handed over the big family estate at Noyal-sur-Vilaine in support of St. Meen
Hospital for the Poor, requesting only that the chaplain and patients recite the
rosary three times a week in perpetuity for herself and family.
Claude's mother lived for eight years after her husband's death and when
she died
the

St.

on August

20, 1720,

was buried beside him

Jeanne Fran^oise, Claude's

sister,

as a teenager, survived her brother

and was buried
St.

in the

Rennes family plot

in

Etienne parish graveyard.

whom

by

in her husband's Le

he so dearly loved but nearly

fifty-one years. She died

Chat family vault

on

killed

July 31, 1760,

in the parish

cemetery of

Evroult in Angers.

And

while

it is

outside the scope of this short biography,

note that in the family history of Claude's
tury, a Jules

de

St.

Poullart des Places
obliged to

sister,

it is

interesting to

researched up to the 20th cen-

Philippe des Places wrote to his children: ''Claude Frangois
(is)

the greatest of all the des Places, in presence of whom

bow our heads" and an

their saintly ancestor

Claude Francois, the

aristocratic self-assertive de

bas Poullart des Places Coat of Arms was never again used by a family

Claude Francis Poullart des Places

we feel

oral tradition records that, at the request of

haut en

member.
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