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CHAPTER

IX

Cfje ?|olp Cenatle

THE modern

Jerusalem is built on a group
Roughly speaking, two thoroughfares, one beginning at the Java Gate on the west and
continuing eastward, and another starting at the Door
of Damascus on the north and running directly south,
of small

city of

hills.

divide the city into four distinct sections.
east section

that of the
Christians,

is

The

south-

the quarter of the Jews, the northeast

Mohammedans,

the northwest that of the

and the southwest that of the Armenians.

Within the latter sector rises Sion, the celebrated
Mount, that figures so much in Hebrew and in early
Church history. It is the most perfect and attractive
of the city eminences, and reaches a height of 531 feet.
It is 2558 feet above sea-level.
In the days of old it was the citadel of the Jebusites
and was considered impregnable, until David, in the

seventh year of his reign, managed to reduce it. He
its brow with a magnificent palace and with

crovk^ned

a dwelling for the

Ark

of the Covenant.

circumstance gained for

it

such

titles

as

The

latter

"Holy Sion

and "The Holy Mount."

Our

was the chief residential section of Jerusalem and was pleasingly diversified by gardens, groves, and orchards. It consisted of two
unequal plateaus that were separated by a gentle deIn the days of

pression.

Lord, Sion

In the larger of these, seemingly near the
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modern Cenacle, stood the privileged house
destined to become Holy Sion, the Church of the Apostles, and the Cradle of Christianity.
The building was two stories high. The upper story
was used as a place of assembly and a dining-hall.
site

of the

Neither Scripture nor Tradition records the

name

of

its

owner. That he was a disciple of Christ seems to be
insinuated in the words of Our Lord to St. Peter and St.

John: "You shall say to the goodman of the house;
the Master saith to thee: where is the guest-chamber,
where I may eat the pasch with my disciples? And
he v/ill show you a large dining-room furnished" (Luke
XXII, 10-12). Some beHeve this goodman was Nicodemus; others, that it was Joseph of Arimathea, and
still

others, that

it

was John Mark, the

Evangelist.

(Cf.

Acts XII, 12.)
After the Ascension of
and followers, in all about

Our

Lord,

His Apostles

20 persons, retired to the
Cenacle and in the Upper-room awaited the Descent of
the Holy Paraclete. About the third hour on the Harvest Feast, which was celebrated on the fiftieth day after the Pasch, the Eternal Father fulfilled His promise,
and they were baptized with the Holy Ghost. "Suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a mighty
wind coming, and it filled the v/hole house where they
1

And there appeared to them parted
of fire, and it sat upon every one of
were
tongues, as it
them: and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and they began to speak with divers tongues, according
as the Holy Ghost gave them to speak" (Acts II, 2-4).
At the dedication of Solomon's Temple fire came
down from heaven to hallow the house which Jehovah

were

sitting.
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the consecration of

Holy

Sion the Divine Paraclete Himself descends under the
form of fire to cleanse and consecrate both the disciples

and the Cenacle, and to shower upon all, according to
their needs and preparation, an unparalleled share of
His grace and favors.
The Holy Cenacle thus became the pioneer sanctuary of Christianity. From the very outset it was too
small to accommodate all its members. That is why they
met in private dwellings to celebrate the holy mysteries.

As

were concerned and to the unHoly Sion was an additional synagogue. The

far as externals

initiated.

opening of such a place

some 480

similar institutions occasioned

Little did the

of a
built

in a city that already possessed

Jews suspect that

new and
upon Him

it

distinct religious belief,

whom

no sensation.

w^as the headquarters

they had crucified.

grounded and

And

still

did they surmise that the Supper-room of Sion

less

would

one day not only rival, but outlive, the gorgeous Temple that still dominated the top of Moriah.
The disciples had all things in common, each one
received according to his needs.

Theirs was a type of

Communism, demanded by the existing circumstances
and doubtless inspired by the Holy Ghost.
They persevered "in the doctrine of the apostles and
in the communication of the breaking of bread and in
prayers" (Acts

II,

42).

In other respects their lives

were regulated by the Mosaic ritual. They still frequented the Temple, no longer from necessity, but
through regard for the place rendered sacred and dear
"Continuing daily with
to them by its past history.
one accord in the Temple, and breaking bread from
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meat with gladness and
simplicity of heart praising God and having favor with
house to house, they took

their

;

all

the people" (Acts

II,

45-57).

Attracted by what they perceived, and

moved by

grace,

men and women from

lenist

ranks confessed Jesus Christ, were baptized, and

both the Hebrew and Hel-

joined the congregation of the Holy Cenacle.

number

As

the

of these converts multiplied, the Church began

and

which her
Founder had endowed her. Additional ministers were
required.
This need was supplied by the ordination
of the seven deacons. Their elevation must have been
the occasion of great joy and gratitude in Holy Sion.
to unfold the divine life

The

polity with

deacons was not restricted to pureOne of their number, Stephen
ly material functions.
by name, "a man full of faith and the Holy Ghost," not
office of the

only set forth with eloquence, but fearlessly defended
the doctrine of Christ.

martyr's crown.
of the

was

first

With

his

His zeal earned for him the
death coincides the beginning

serious persecution.

raised against the

"A

great persecution

Church of Jerusalem and

all

the

faithful were scattered, through various regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles" (Acts VIII, 1).
This trial took place apparently A. D. 37-40. It was

a grace in disguise.
It

did for the faith w^hat the elements do in

cases for the propagation of flowers

and

plants.

some
Seeds

provided with umbrella-shaped apparatus on being torn

from the parent-stem by wanton blasts are known to
have been carried away and deposited in strange lands
where, pioneer-like, they took root and reproduced their
kind.
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on the congregation of the

from reducing the followers of

Christ,

only served to multiply them in the neighboring provinces.

The Apostles themselves were not molested

we know.

we may

as far

an ancient tradition, the
Master had commanded them to remain twelve years in

as

If

credit

Jerusalem before their definite dispersion (Cf. St. Peter,
Fouard, pp. 90- 191). During this time a special Providence protected them.
1

Once more

After three years the storm abated.
"the Church was at peace and
tions of the

time

St.

filled

with the consola-

Holy Ghost (Acts IX, 31).

During

this

Peter visited the Christian communities, per-

fected their ecclesiastical organization,

and established

the See at Antioch.

The

material condition of Jerusalem at this time

excellent.

The

city

was

at the zenith of

its

glory.

was

Com-

Merchants and travelers visited the
The Temple now finished,
city in great numbers.
thanks to the munificence of Herod and Agrippa attracted unusual notice and admiration, so wonderful
was it in form and proportions, so glorious in its mar-

merce

flourished.

—

—

velous embellishments.

The time had come when

the

Jew was

to share with

the Gentile the gift of faith and repentance, which leadeth unto

life.

Redemption was the

inheritance, not of

any

particular race or people, but of all nations of the earth.

This truth was revealed to St. Peter at Joppe, in a wonderful vision. It was demonstrated to him by the Holy

Ghost in the conversion of Cornelius, the Roman officer,
and his household. He professed and proclaimed it,
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when under

divine inspiration he exclaimed: "In very

God is not a respecter of persons.
deed
But in every nation he that feareth Him and worketh
justice, is acceptable to Him" (Acts X, 35).
Reports of Gentile conversions also reached JeruI

perceive that

salem from other quarters. Barnabas was sent as far as
Antioch to examine and verify this unexpected develop-

by racial prejudices, the universality of the Church was a deBut not to Barnabas. "When he was
cided shock.
come, and had seen the grace of God, (he) rejoiced
and he exhorted them all with purpose of heart to continue in the Lord. For he was a good man, and full of
the Holy Ghost and of faith" (Acts XI, 23-24)
ment.

To some

of the

Jew

The Church was now
was

established,

its

converts, narrowed

fully organized, its priesthood

hierarchy founded,

its

ground-plan

The Apostles had borne tessubstantially developed.
timony to Jesus Christ "in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria," the hour was now come when departing
they were to carry the Gospel "even to the uttermost
part of the earth."

Everything seems to indicate that the Apostles dispersed sometime before the Pasch of A. D. 42, for at
that time the Acts mention only three of them as remaining in the city.

Under the reign of

Caligula, the territorial officers

of the empire enjoyed ampler powers than they did unWith increase of power, came increase
der Tiberius.

of insolence.
erect in the

In Jerusalem a

movement was

Temple
The congregation

a statue to Caligula.

tered the Jews.

of Sion naturally

shared the indignation of their countrymen.
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To

disliked the Christians.

appease the former, he arrested James the Greater and
had him beheaded. This form of death was then con-

was the next under
ban. He was put in hold and sentenced to die. Under
the direction of their head pastor, James the Less, the
sidered most ignominious.

disciples

St.

Peter

prayed incessantly for

his deliverance.

ly before the time set for the execution,

ted him.

On

being once more

his steps to the

an angel

free, St.

Shortlibera-

Peter directed

house of John Mark, to announce

escape to James,

who was now

his

the officially constituted

Bishop of the Church of the Cenacle and of the See
of Jerusalem.
In the beginning the
spiritual jurisdiction

over

Twelve exercised
all

in

common

They

the faithful.

w^ere

by virtue of the special grace of the
They had authority to rule, not any given
region only, but the whole Christian world. The only
limit of their authority was the primacy of St. Peter.
universal pastors

Apostleship.

The church on Mt. Sion was
distinctly constituted hierarchy.

the

first

Sometime

to

have a

in 41 or 42,

shortly before the dispersion of the Apostles, this con-

gregation

was entrusted

to pastors

known

as Elders,

under the episcopal authority of James the Less.

According to a venerable chronicle,

recorded

by

Eusebius, St. Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, assisted

by

remaining colleagues, officially installed the
Apostle-bishop, before he departed to establish the See
of Rome. "Here," says Fouard, "we mark for the first
time the government of one shepherd over a whole
flock; and to St. James the honor of having been the
his
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first

bishop of the oldest of

Fouard,

all

churches"

(St. Peter,

p. 192).

St. James was a kinsman of the Saviour, for which
reason he was called "the Brother of the Lord." To

distinguish him from the other James, who with Peter
and John formed the inner circle of the Apostolic College, he was surnamed "the Less."
According to St.
Paul (I Cor. XV, 7), Our Lord favored him with a
special apparition after His resurrection.

Hegesippus, a
Christian author of the second century, tells us that he
was called "the Just" and was held in the highest esteem by all that he drank no wine or strong drink and
ate no meat.
He was so mortified that his body was
almost reduced to a shadow.
;

During

took place the Dormition or
Passing of Our Blessed Lady. The Blessed Virgin is
mentioned the last time in Scripture, in the Acts (I
14),

his episcopate

where the

disciples are recorded as awaiting the

Paraclete in the Upper-room.

"All these were persever-

with the women and Mary,
the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren."
ing with one

mind

in prayer

Most of Mary's post-Pentecost life was spent in
Jerusalem.
Possibly her home was contiguous to the
Church of the Cenacle. For nothing prevents us from
assuming that Sion was a spacious house, with one or
more courts to it which opened into the entrances of
the adjoining dwellings.
If this

depicts

assumption be correct, then the canvas that
as the guardian Seraph of the Cenacle is

Mary

more than

a

mere

artistic fancy.

For,

ural than to suppose that she spent

and

all

what

much

is

more

nat-

of her time

her leisure in the sanctuary that had been so
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by her Divine Son and by the Holy

signally hallowed

Ghost?

Rapt in sublimest contemplation, her very presence
produced an atmosphere of holiness. Like a heavenly
magnet she drew souls to Jesus and assisted in establishing the Church until the vase of her earthly tabernacle, unable to support any longer the ever increasing
fire

that

The

consumed her

soul, dissolved in a trance of love.

exact time of the Blessed Virgin's death and As-

sumption

is

not known, but seemingly took place about

the year 48.

The Council

of Jerusalem,

50 or thereabout, was most
the Cenacle.

The

convoked

in the year

likely held in the

Church of
had

status of the converted Gentiles

developed a controversy.

Some Jew

converts claimed

were subject to the Law^ and the tradi
tions. Paul and Barnabas opposed this view. St. Peter, to
whom the case was referred, decided for the freedom of
the Gentiles. St. James endorsed the view^ of the headthat the Gentiles

pastor.

Nevertheless, he counseled conformity to cer-

tain points to allay the scruples of the Judaizers.

Eight years later St. Paul and certain disciples of
Caesarea visited the community of Jerusalem and told

bishop and the ancients "what things God had
wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry" (Acts
XXI, 18). This was Paul's third and last visit to the
Holy Cenacle.
its

In the year 63 Ananus, an insolent Sadducee, managed to have himself appointed to the office of HighPriest.
He hated the Christians and accused James and
some of his companions of breaking the Law. Without
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referring the case to Albinus, the Procurator, the San-

hedrin

condemned

the accused.

conducted to the pinnacle of the

was forthwith
Temple and there ex-

He made

a glorious confession

Sirius relates that the holy bishop

amined on

his faith.

whereupon he
pavement and dispatched with a ful-

of faith in the Divinity of Jesus Christ,

was hurled

to the

ler's club.

Origen (Com.

234) says: James was
so shining a character among the people on account of
his righteousness that the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus (Jew. Antiq. Bk. XX) gives his martyrdom as
in

Math.

p.

why

Jerusalem was destroyed and the Tem-

ple demolished.

**These miseries," says Josephus, "be-

the reason

by way of revenge for James the Just, who
was the brother of Jesus that was called Christ because
they had slain him who was a most righteous person."
fell

the Jews

;

Shortly before his martyrdom St. James had issued
his magnificent Epistle to the Catholic world.

This

in-

work doubtless contains some of the instructions
by him in Holy Sion, and so may be regarded
an echo of the truths preached there. Love of souls,

spired

delivered
as

sublime sentiments of prayerfulness, patience and
meekness, profound hope and confidence, mark its
pages.

A wealth of poetic imagery pervades the whole,

a fact that comes like a surprise in the work of an
ascetic so superhumanly mortified as St. James.

Simon of Cleophas was chosen by the disciples and
remaining Apostles to succeed Saint James.
Great
tribulations befell the Cenacle during his episcopate. In
68 word from Rome announced the martyrdom of St.
Peter and St. Paul.
The former was crucified head
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Garden of Nero, near the Vatican Hill the
by the sword at Tre Fontane, somewhat east

in the

latter died

of the Ostian

;

Way.

by the oppressive
administration of Gessius Florins became daily more
frequent and more serious. All municipal power was
rapidly disappearing. In 66 Cestius Gallus, the Prefect
Seditions and revolts brought on

of Syria, interfered in behalf of the peace-party, but

no purpose. Conditions grew worse. Zealot, Idumean, and Citizen, each contended for the mastery.
Judea had become a seething volcano, ready to erupt at
any moment.
to

To

the church on Sion, these conditions were clear-

ly the

forerunners of the terrible visitation that the

Master had predicted. They had been w^arned of its
"Be
approach when James w^as still in their midst.
you therefore also patient and strengthen your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand" (James V, 8).
As the crisis approached, many of the Christians

on the east side of
they were accompanied

fled to Pella, the capital of Peraea,

the Jordan.

It is

probable that

by Cleophas.
In the memorable year of 70 many Hebrews had

come to Jerusalem for the celebration of the Pasch.
This circumstance helped to increase the confusion that
already prevailed

and feverish

in the capital.

Passionate abandon

activity preceded the beginning of hos-

The Romans arrived in March and pitched their
camp on Mt. Olivet. The initial skirmish, which took

tilities.

place in the valley of Kedron, ended in a victory for the

Jews.
side

Whereupon

Titus led his legions to the north

and took the outer

—

(third) wall
108

—

on the

first

of

Cije

April.

Cenacle
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Five days later the rams

the second

pierced

The soldiers entering through the breach pressed
forward to the citadels. By the eighth of July the Tower
of Antonia was stormed and the torch applied to the
Temple.
The district of Ophel was the next to be attacked.
Mount Sion was reserved for the end, because it was
strongly fortified by Herod's castle and the great towers
wall.

of Hippicus, Phassael and Mariamna.

As

the

Romans

advanced, the Jews gradually retreated, until unable to
resist any longer, they capitulated on August 1st.
The
victors

showed no mercy.

destroyed,

if

we may

In the attack

was

destroyed.

For

this reason,

tance, the

hill

Nearly a million lives were

believe the account of Josephus.

on the upper

city only a part of the wall

The

fortifications were
and on acount of its

was

of Sion

left

undamaged.

strategic impor-

selected for the

camp

of the

which was detailed the
duty of garrisoning the conquered city.
Tenth Legion, to the

soldiers of

was precisely here that the Church of the Cenacle was located.
It had gone through the siege unscathed.
Providence had watched over it. Under its
protecting shadow the returning Christians established
their homes. The soldiers treated them amicably, knowIt

ing that they had not shared in the recent insurrection.

Simon

of Cleophas continued to govern

the

faithful

until the persecution of Trajan.

During Trajan's reign the
tematically persecuted,

still

faithful

were not

sys-

to be a Christian w^as con-

The holy bishop of
be arrested in Judea. Though

sidered a crime v/orthy of death.

Jerusalem was the
I

20 years

old,

first

to

he was put to the torture and
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year 107 (Eusebius, H. E. Ill, 32). He
had presided over the Mother of all Churches for fortyseven years. The Church commemorates Simon's death
on the eighteenth day of February.
From the death of Simon of Cleophas to the second
cified in the

destruction of Jerusalem, in 135, twelve bishops pre-

Holy Cenacle. Eusebius has preserved
names. They were Judas Justus (107
113);
Zachaeus, Tobias, Benjamin, John, Matthias (died
20) Philip (died about 24) Seneca, Justus, Levi,
Ephraim, Joseph, and Judas Quiriacus, who died besided over the

—

their

1

1

;

tween

1

34 and

1

;

All these prelates were of Jewish

48.

extraction.

took the vanquished city half a century to recover somew^hat from the blow inflicted by the Masters
It

of the World.

During

all this

time the

Romans

not only

openly despised the Jews, but deliberately provoked
and exasperated them by studied disregard of their customs, sentiments, and prejudices.

At

last, in

the year

matters reached the

1

32,

Rufus being

bursting

point.

legate of Judea,

A

certain

Bar-

Cochbas, taking the lead, raised the standard of revolt,

and

led his

countrymen

in a desperate struggle against

their oppressors.

For three years they managed to defend themselves
Herod and to keep back the Romans.
At the end of that time, however, the sinews of war
In the
failing them, they were compelled to surrender.
carnage that followed neither sex nor age was spared.
First a general butchery drenched the soil with blood,
in the castle of

then the city w^as razed to the ground, and finally its
decree was issued forbidding
ruins consumed by fire.

A
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Hebrews under penalty

the

of death, to approach the

place of their former capital.

up

in force

This decree continued

to the days of St. Jerome.

He

tells

us that

Jews paid large sums of money
western wall, where pormasonry survived the general de-

in his time certain pious

to be allowed to

mourn

tions of the original

at the

struction.

Bar-Cochbas had insolently posed as the Messiah.
The members of Holy Sion being better informed could
Enraged by this, he
not, of course, acknowledge him.
bitterly persecuted them during the rebellion (Euseb.
Chron. 7 yr. of Hadrian). When Hadrian visited Jerusalem in 35, a black pall of soot covered the site of the
once glorious city.
Only a few isolated buildings remained on Mt. Sion,
a few mute landmarks, as it were, that had served as
shelter to the soldiers that w^ere detailed to demolish
1

1

Among

the city.

Cenacle.
spoiled,
St.

it

Saved by God's power, when all beside was
made the soil of Sion remain holy ground.

Epiphanius (307

est traditions

his

these buildings w^as the Church of the

—403), who recorded

the earli-

regarding Sion, in the fourteenth chapter of

Book on Measures and Weights,

narrates in substance

Hadrian found the celebrated city leveled to the
ground and the Temple destroyed. Only a few buildings remained, and the small church of the Christians,
which had been set up in the place in which the disciples, on their return, after the Saviour was taken up
from the Mount of Olives, went into the Upper-room.
For the Cenacle, as the church was called, stood in that
section of Mount Sion which survived the destruction of
Seven synagogues and a few other
the city proper.
that
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buildings situated in the

same

locality likewise

escaped

demolition, but only one of these endured to the time of

Maximian and Constantine the Emperor.
Tom. XLllI, Lib. de Men. and Pond. Cap.

the proconsul
(Pat. Gr.

XIV, Migne.)
Isaias said:

"And

the daughter of Sion shall be left

and as a lodge in a garden of
These words graphically describe the con-

as a covert in a vineyard,

cucumbers."

dition of the Cenacle after the second destruction of

Jerusalem.

remained untenanted and neglected for at least a
After the last traces of the demolished
capital had been removed, the Romans built a new city
w^hich bore the name of Aelia Capitolina, in honor of
Hadrian, its founder.
Aelia was a pagan city.
On
Moriah, over the very spot where the Holy of Holies
formerly stood, a temple was erected to Jupiter. Calvary was terraced, and on its brow a grove planted,
within which rose shrines dedicated to Jove and Venus.
Money and labor were lavished on the city, but it never
It

score of years.

prospered.
seat of

Neither did

Roman

it

at

any time

rival Caesarea, the

authority in Palestine.

The second century had run

fully half its course be-

band of Gentile converts ventured to reoccupy the venerable Church on Mount Sion. Their
pastor and bishop was a certain Mark, a suffragan of
fore a small

Caesarea.

He

w^as a brilliant scholar.

He

is

credited

with having put into definite form The Didache, an
Apostolic treatise on the way of Life and Death, on the

Sacraments of Baptism and the Blessed Eucharist, and
on the Ministers of the Church. The Didache is not a
compendium of doctrine, however; it presupposes a
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knowledge of dogma and simply explains certain teachings of the Apostles.

It

may interest

the reader to

know

was brought
1883, by Bryennios, the Greek Ortho-

that this work, after being lost a long time,
to light again in

dox metropolitan of Nicodemia.
Mark died in the reign of Marcus Aurelius. Some
think that he was martyred in the year 56. During
the century and a half that elapsed between his death
and the consecration of Macarius, during whose episcopate the Christians received entire liberty and official
recognition by the edict of Milan, twenty-two bishops
1

ruled over the See of St. James.

They were: Cassian,
Symmachus, Caius II,

Maximus, Julian, Caius,
Capito, Maximus, Antonius, Valens, Dolichianus. Narcissus, Dios, Germanion, Gordios, Alexander,
Mazabanas, Hymenaeus, Zabdas, and Hermon.
Publius,

Julian

11,

Of

these prelates. Narcissus w^as eminently

famous

and the power of working miracles.
made him unpopular. To preserve peace and harmony in his diocese,
he voluntarily retired and lived the life of a solitary.
Whereupon the neighboring bishops selected and consefor holiness of life

He was

of a severe disposition, which

crated Dios as his successor.

Years later, during the episcopate of Gordios, Naryears of
cissus unexpectedly returned. Being then
age and too old and feeble to shepherd his flock, he associated to himself as coadjutor one Alexander, a Cappadocian. In 2 2 Narcissus died, and Alexander suc1

1

1

ceeded to his
Origen.

title.

He was

The new bishop was

a scholar, and founded the

a friend of
first

Chris-

was

in this library, located in Caesar-

ea, that Eusebius, the

Father of Church history, obtained

tian library.

It

—
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Alexander

information for his celebrated history.

died in prison during the Decian persecution, A. D. 250.

Macarius, already alluded
Aelia in 31

In

1.

to,

succeeded,to the See of

January, 313, began a

new

era

of

Churches multiplied, pagan temples were

Christianity.

converted into Christian sanctuaries, and pilgrims direc-

and venerate places
and death of the Re-

ted their steps to Palestine to visit

made

sacred by the

deemer.

among

At

life,

passion,

the advanced age of eighty, St. Helena,

—

Holy Land (326 327), and
with her illustrious son, erected churches

others, visited the

in conjunction

and shrines over the more celebrated places.
In Aelia, which at this epoch was once more called
by its former name, Jerusalem, they built the basilicas
of the Anastasis and the Martyrion the former over the
site of the holy sepulchre, the latter over the place where
the holy cross was found buried beneath the grove and
terrace that had been erected on Calvary by Hadrian.
So great w^as the fame of these sanctuaries that they
soon eclipsed the renown of the Church of the Cenacle.
That is why the bishop of Sion, from that time on, celebrated the more solemn functions in the Martyrion.
;

This must not lead us to believe, however, that

all

Some
had a new

glory had departed from the Daughter of Sion.

time before his death, in 337, Constantine

which was in
keeping with the dignity and importance of the Mother

Church
of

all

built over the primitive sanctuary,

Churches.

We know

very

little

of the architec-

and decorative features of this new church, except
that it was of the Byzantine style. It would seem that in
its apse there was a mosaic which represented the Outpouring of the Holy Ghost on Pentecost. It is assumed
tural
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by

art critics that this

was the prototype of

all

sub-

sequent representations of the mystery in the East. The

Baumstark even believes to have found a
copy of it in the Pentecost which decorates the mosaic
triumphal arch of the Abbey Church of Grottaferrata

archaeologist

in

Rome.
St. Cyril,

it

will

rusalem from 350

be remembered, was Bishop of Je-

—386.

him

those that earned

Most of

his great lectures

the epithet of "Theologian"

—were

Holy Cross. In Lecture
Sixteen, which he delivered during Holy Week, A. D.
350, he refers to Sion under its title of Church of the
Apostles. He says: "We confess the Holy Ghost, who
spoke in the prophets and who, on the day of Pentecost, descended on the Apostles in the form of fiery
tongues, here in Jerusalem, in the Upper Church of the
delivered in the Basilica of the

Apostles; for in

.And

all

things the choicest privileges are

were most fitting that as
we discourse concerning Christ and Golgotha, so also we
should speak concerning the Holy Ghost in the Upper
with us.

.

Church.

.

in truth,

it

He who descended there jointly
Him who was crucified here,
concerning Him also who descended

Yet, since

partakes of the glory of

we

here speak

there; for their worship

is

indivisible."

an Armenian pilgrim of the fifth century,
who visited the church erected over the Cenacle by
Constantine, describes it as follows: "The Church of
Holy Sion, one stadium (about 200 yards) distant from
that of the Resurrection, is one hundred cubits (about
50 feet, assuming the cubit to consist of 8 inches)
long, and seventy cubits (105 feet) wide. It contains
eighty (?) columns, united together by arches. There
Sylvia,

1

1

—
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is no upper division, but merely a wooden ceiling, from
which is suspended the crown of thorns, which was
placed on the head of the Redeemer, To the right of
the Church is the Hall of the Sacred Mysteries, with its
wooden cupola, whereon the Last Supper of the Lord is
represented.
It has an altar for the celebration of the
liturgy."
(Holy Land, Fr. Meistermann, p. 123.)

325 the 3 8 bishops that composed the first Council of Nicaea bestowed on the See of Aelia honorary
precedence, but without w^ithdrawing it from its canonThe seventh canon of
ical dependence on Caesarea.
that body declares: Since custom and ancient tradition
have obtained that the bishops of Aelia be honored, let
him have the succession of honor, saving, however,
In

1

the domestic right of the metropolis.

The bishop of
Rome,

Aelia came immediately after the Patriarchs of
Alexandria, and Antioch.

After an eventful episcopate Macarius died, in 333.

Maximus II (333—349) St. Cyril of
Jerusalem (350—386); John II (386—417); Praylios
(417_421); Juvenal (421—458). In 451, through
After him came

;

the efforts of Juvenal, the Council of Chalcedon elevat-

This
ed Jerusalem to the dignity of a patriarchate.
suffrafifty-six
metropolitans,
placed Sion over three
gan-bishops and territory bounded by Lebanon on the
north, the Mediterranean on the west, Sinai on the
south,

and Arabia on the

east.

The honor was

cer-

tainly w^ell merited.

In Jerusalem

mysteries,
certain

on

it

was customary

to celebrate the holy

special days with greater solemnity, in

previously

determined sanctuaries.

cases these services took

—

on
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had for end to render more solemn and

others, they

impressive the celebration of the greater feasts. The
former observance corresponded to what the Latins
called

"Keeping Stations."^

In the East "keeping stations" ended towards three

o'clock P. M., with the recitation of None.
Pastor's Blessing.
fice,

after

It

which the

None con-

and the
was followed by the Holy Sacri-

sisted of certain psalms, antiphons,

prayers,

faithful breakfasted.

At Jerusalem None was always said during Lent in
The same was done on the
Wednesdays and Fridays of the year. Sylvia Estheria

the Church of the Cenacle.

narrates in the account of her pilgrimage that the bishop

of Jerusalem and his flock assembled in Sion to celeLow Sunday, the sixth day within the oc-

brate Easter,

So great was the
had
witnessed the Descent of the Holy Ghost that they
tarried there even after sundown, to sanctify the last
hours of Pentecost by prayer and song.

tave of Epiphany and Pentecost.
love and devotion of the

The

faithful for the place that

liturgy observed in the Cenacle

was

that

which

on developed into the Byzantine rite of St. James.
Mass was said in Greek. Prior to the sixth century there
was no special regulation for the hour of Mass, generally it was celebrated before noon, except on vigils and

later

fast-days.

Among

the sacred songs then in use four

In military language the word signified to do sentry duty. In
the vocabulary of the Christians it was associated with the Wednesdays, Fridays, and certain vigils on which special guard over self
'

was

exercised

by

fasting, prayer, watching,

tain sanctuaries.
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us through the Apostolic Constitutions.

are

called "Candle-light

sembled our "Gloria

We

Jlolp
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Hymn,"

in Excelsis."

have mentioned the Byzantine

cording to this

rite

greatly re-

there

liturgy.

Ac-

in the Intercession that fol-

is

lows the Consecration a very remarkable reference to
the Cenacle.
It shows the great esteem in which Sion
was held. "We offer to Thee, O God," prayed the
celebrant, "for Thy holy places which Thou hast glori-

by the divine appearance of Thy Christ, and by
coming of Thy Holy Spirit, especially for holy and
glorious Sion, mother of all churches. ..." (Brightman,
fied

the

Eastern Liturgies,

As

p. 54.)

early as the fifth century consecrated

women,

Among

hermits, and cenobites settled in Jerusalem.

the latter were the

Monks), who
the uninterrupted praise and ser-

Acoemetae

(Sleepless

devoted themselves to
vice of God. They gave to public worship
dor and solemnity permissible.

all

the splen-

Connected with the Cenacle w^as an order of men
called
Hagiosionites.
At Abu-Tor, an eminence
separated from Sion by the Valley of Hinnom, there
is visible to this day an inscription indicating that it
was the burial-place of these monks.
Stephen were moved to

In 41 5 the relics of St.

church.

It

had labored.

was

fitting that

Eudocia, the

this

they should rest where he

Queen

of Thedosius

tivated special devotion to the protomartyr

II,

cul-

and erected

several churches in his honor.

She spent the last sixteen years of her life in JeruIt was through her kind offices that the south

salem.
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wall

was

Cenade

rebuilt so as to include the

Church of Sion with-

in the city proper.'

Early in the seventh century a great calamity befell the Holy Land and its shrines.
In 602 Maurice, the
Emperor of Rome, w^as murdered by Phocas, his rival
and successor. Choseroes II, King of Persia, had been
befriended by the Emperor. To avenge the murder of
his benefactor, the Persian invaded Syria, of which Palestine was a part. In this campaign he allied to himself

When

a strong force of fanatical Jews.

Jerusalem felL

about 90,000 Christians were put to death. Within the
who had sought refuge
there were ruthlessly massacred. The Church was then

walls of Sion 450 unfortunates

on fire. Most of the Christian sanctuaries w^ere
either burned or demolished.
set

was during this invasion that the relic of the
holy cross was carried away, as a prize of war by the
Persian. Sion was rebuilt. St. Arculf, a pilgrim-bishop,
speaks of it as restored in 670. He made a wax sketch
of it, which Adamnanus, an Irish monk, incorporated
into a work entitled Pilgrim Travels.
St. Bede visited
the Holy Land in 720. He gives a description of Sion
It

and speaks of the monasteries in its neighborhood.
Latin document (Commemoratorium de casis Dei),
signed to the year 808, describes
ture, forty

by

it

A

as-

as a Byzantine struc-

fifty-nine meters in size.

The monk

Bernard (870), likewise mentions it and says that the
was venerated there. In 1010 the

crow^n of thorns

In the autumn of 1897 a mosaic, known as the Madaba map,
It seems to belong to the first half of the sixth
century.
The site of the Cenacle is clearly indicated on this an'

was

cient

discovered.

map.
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Saracens in their turn overran Palestine, and

among

other sanctuaries of Jerusalem destroyed the Church

But soon

of Sion.

from

-rose

The

first

after, this phenix-like

temple again

ashes.

its

Crusade ended

Kingdom

Tnent of the Latin

in

1

099, with the establish-

of Jerusalem.

During the

reduction of the Holy City, the Church of Sion, already
in

need of

repairs,

torious knights lost

was still more damaged. The vicno time, therefore, to build a more

and imposing structure. On clearing the
ground for the new foundations, they found traces of
the old church w^hich Constantine had erected over the
traditional Coenaculum.
Following the usage w^hich as this epoch w^as crystallizing into a law of ecclesiastical architecture, they built
the new edifice from east to west, so that the priest
substantial

when

celebrating at the principal altar

rising sun.

three aisles.

would face the

The nave of the church w^as divided into
The centre one terminated in an apse

which was dedicated to the Descent of the Holy Ghost.
There was an altar at the upper end of the southern

commemorate the Institution of the Blessed
Eucharist. The western extremity of the northern aisle
was converted into a magnificent shrine in honor of the
Dormition of the Blessed Virgin. The Crusaders did
aisle,

to

not dedicate the Cenacle under
it

Our Lady

of Mt. Sion.

the Latin rite

was

old

Seventeen

new

detailed to minister in

its

Sion.

title,

but called

this

were
time on

critics to

the year

ecclesiastics

From

used.

A Greek manuscript,

assigned by

1122 contains an interesting account of how Holy
They
services were conducted in Jerusalem.

Week
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began on Holy Thursday with solemn Vespers

at the

The Patriarch blessed the holy oils. Towards
evening the Holy Sacrifice was celebrated, at which
the faithful communicated.
This was followed by

Cenacle.

the

Maundy,

the

faithful

Washing of the Feet,
marched processionally to
or

which
the Garden
after

of Olives.

The Friday and Saturday offices were celebrated on
Calvary. Friday was a day of great austerities and of
long and trying ceremonies. Baptism was conferred on
the catechumens in the forenoon.
The Mass of the
Resurrection took place toward sun-down.

The

Kingdom

was governed by
Baldwin, the brother of Godfrey of Bouillon, and his
descendants.
After less than a century, this dynasty
declined, and with it, much of the enthusiasm that once
Latin

of Jerusalem

prevailed for Palestine and

its

sanctuaries.

Willibrand

of Oldenburg, in 1212, speaks of certain Syrian
in charge of Saint

Mary

acle of the

Holy Ghost.

To

some

recover

of

Mount Sion and

monks

the Cen-

of their departed pow^er and pres-

the Christians under John of Brienne, in 1218,
marched against Malek-el-Meradhem. This crusade failed. The Kalif by way of revenge, ordered all Christian
tige,

,

sanctuaries to be destroyed.

The Holy Land was still under the effects of this
Moslem blight, when the gentle Francis of Assissi with
a band of companions came on a pilgrimage. We can
imagine

how

pained they must have been at the sight

of these desecrations.
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concluded a six-years' truce

II

with the Sultan, Malek-el-Kamel, It was during this
breathing spell that Francis, encouraged by the Sovereign Pontiff, established his Friars in the holy places.

By

IX warmly
recommended them to the Patriarch of Antioch and
Jerusalem, who then chanced to be in Rome.
a Bull dated February

1 ,

1

230, Gregory

Hardly had the Franciscans pitched

their tents,

when

the Khwarizmians, a fanatic tribe in the service of the

swarmed into Palestine and reduced
During the siege seven thousand Christians
and nearly all the Friars were put to death.
Persecution, hardships, and even death could not,
however, force the Brethren from their sacred posts.
Over the massacred forms of their companions others
Kalif of Egypt,

Jerusalem.

pressed forward, equally ready to shed their blood,

if

necessary, in defence of the holy places.

To

gain

some measure

of security and peace for

these devoted sentinels, in the discharge of their ardu-

ous task, a noble lady of

Margaret by name,

in

them the venerable Church of
She paid a thousand dirhem for it. At this

1335, purchased
Sion.

Sicily,

for

epoch, transfers of property in Palestine did not possess
great stability.

For

this

reason Robert of

Anjou and

Sancha, his queen, opened negotiations with the governor of Egypt and Damascus, for the permanent acquisition of

all

the property connected with the

and Monastery of Sion.

The Sultan acceded

Church
to their

wishes, and issued a deed of sale for the consideration
of 32,000 ducats.

must be

This was a handsome sum, but

it

recalled that the purchasers, besides being sov-

ereigns of Naples

and

Sicily,

—
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Queen

After the transfer was made,

of Jerusalem.

they offered the property to the Holy See, on condition

Minor be its guardians in perpetuity.
Clement accepted the gift by a brief dated Avignon,

that the Friars

November

At

21, 1342.

this

time Sion was a maze of old buildings that

were connected by

irregular passages

and

circumstance did not dismay the Friars.

This

stairs.

Their hearts

beating high with joy and gratitude, they remodeled and

renovated the buildings.

Some

of these improvements

endure substantially to the present day.

Under its original name, the Cenacle once more shed
on the holy mount. Connected with it was the

lustre

mother house of the Franciscans
signia,

in

Palestine.

Its

who

enjoyed the privilege of episcopal inwas also the Ecclesiastical Custodian of the Holy

guardian,

Land.

The Moslem

character

is

essentially deceitful.

After

the Cenacle was not fully secure, and peace, for
which the monks longed so much, was never of long
duration.
In
368, a horde of Moslems invaded their
home and massacred twelve of the Brethren; and in
460, a mob attacked and partly demolished the east
side of the monastery, where the Cenacle was located.
all,

1

1

the

Thanks to the generosity of the Duke of Burgundy,
damage inflicted on the church was speedily re-

paired.

were once more molested. Felix
Jerusalem in 1483, found the entrance to the Hall of the Holy Ghost walled up comIn

Fabri,

1

469 the

who

pletely, the

Friars

visited

work

of hatred

—

and fanaticism.
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But worse was yet to come.

In 1523

ordered Jerusalem to be cleared of
Friars at

first

all

Solomon II
The

Christians.

weathered the storm, and for a time even

retained part of their monastery; but later on the Cenacle, their greatest treasure,

was unceremoniously con-

fiscated.

Since the twelfth century a rumor started by one
Tudela, a Jewish traveler, to the

eflFect

that the prophet

David was buried under the Cenacle, grew and
creased

with avalanche-like velocity.

greatest tension prevailed.

clamored for the sanctuary.
to

in-

1551

In

the

The Mohammedans openly
The government was glad

have a pretext for ousting the Franciscans, confiscat-

ing their possessions, and converting the Cenacle into

a mosque.
it

It

was then

that the Cenacle

continues to be to this day, a

know^n as Nabi Daoud.

At

became what

Mohammedan

temple,

Christians w^ere forbid-

first

den to enter under pain of death. Only once did the
Turks permit Mass to be said. That was in 860 when
1

the Princess

of Hohenzollern

for Msgr. Spaccapietra,

The

Archbishop of Smyrna.

history of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem

too complicated to be even
it

over in silence.

St.

obtained this privilege

John of Acre,

purely honorary.

Suffice

it

to say that after the

continued such until 1847,

of

fall

in 1291, the Latin patriarchate
It

far

is

outlined here, so w^e pass

was

when

Pope Pius IX, induced by the return of normal conditions and the spiritual needs of Palestine, changed the
nominal patriarchate into a regular See. The Holy Fa1

847.

new

October
Msgr. Joseph Valerga took possession soon

ther himself onsecrated the

—
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ter

and governed the restored See

until

872, the year

1

of his death.

He was

succeeded by Msgr. Vincent Bracco (1873This prelate -was most devoted to the Holy

1889).

He

never decided anything important without
invoking the Father of Light. Both the Christians

Ghost,
first

and the Mussulmans of Kerak, called him "L'EspritSaint" (the Divine Spirit). During his last illness public prayers were said for his recovery in Omar, the chief

mosque
death.

of

He

Jerusalem.
is

still

All

mourned his
remembered as the

Palestine

affectionately

good and holy Bishop Vincent.

Most Rev. Louis Piavi succeeded him( 889
1

The present

—

Patriarch, Msgr. Philip Camassi,

1

905)

was ap-

Of the 67,000 inJerusalem about 25,000 belong to his

pointed after some delay in 1906.
habitants of
flock.

But

to return to the sons of St. Francis.

After be-

ing driven from the Cenacle, they managed, four years
later, to

secure the Monastery of Saint-Saviour, which

Aided by the Emperor Francis Jos885 a magnifiadded
eph, they
to the monastery in
cent basilica, the main altar of which is dedicated to
God the Holy Ghost in memory of Franciscan relations
with the Cenacle. Nabi Daoud, as the Mussulmans call
they

still

occupy.

1

the Cenacle,

is

now

in impaired condition.

It

is

sur-

rounded except on the northwest, where it faces the
Church of the Dormition, by a cordon of squalid hovLike the original building, it is tv/o
els and barracks.
stories high.
The limestone of which it is built has
turned ash-gray w^ith age.
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The
ground
ing

visitor enters

floor

is

lower west room

is
is

The
somewhat

east

higher.

is

as the Hall of the

room

of the Feet.

which

The

ceil-

The
Washing

supported by two columns.

known

ceiling

stone,

The

on the northwest corner.

divided into two compartments.

arched and

is

l^olp (gfjost
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is
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a

it

little

smaller, but

its

a sarcophagus of

is

covered with rich red carpets. To the
it represents the tomb of David. The

believers of Islam

upper story
is

is

divided into

stone

pillars.

reached by a

flight of

two

uneven

On

parts of

twenty

levels

the capitals of these

may

steps.

It

by a row of
still

be seen

grape-and-vine carvings, symbolic of the Blessed Eu-

The keystone bears the figure of the Lamb.
The room that faces the west is called the Supper
Chamber. The other, reached by a stairs of eight steps,
It, too,
is sacred to the Outpouring of the Holy Ghost.
contains a so-called tomb of David. Christians are not
permitted to enter this room. Over it rises a drumless
charist.

bell-shaped cupola.

The Greek monk Phocas, who

visited the Cenacle

day the temple (by which he
means the upper room) had four arches and a cupola.
On the left (west) the Last Supper took place; in the
in

I

185, says that in his

apse of the

On

bema

(sanctuary) the Descent of the Holy

washed His disciples'
feet.
From this we see that the present mosque is substantially the same building as the Cenacle which was
repaired by the Friars in the fourteenth century. "The
present Holy Cenacle," says Meistermann, "stands on
the site of that of the twelfth century, and also on that
of the fourth century, which had been a Christian

Ghost.

the lower floor Christ
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church ever since the Ascension of Our Lord"
Guide to the Holy Land, 1907. p. 127).

(New

To sketch, then, in a few lines the
Sion, we find the original Coenaculum

Holy

with adjoining dwellings by one or
alterations

as

new

its

nearly three centuries
It

it

certainly survived the

it

destination

was the
first

to

have been a

was connected
more courts. On

spacious two-story building. Seemingly

being dedicated to divine worship,

history of

it

underwent such
demanded. For

cathedral of Jerusalem.

destruction of the city, and,

unless early w^riters misinform us, the second one as
well.

Whatever remained of the

old building disap-

peared in the fourth century, and on its site rose the
new church of Constantine. In the twelfth century the
Crusaders erected a commanding edifice on the same
spot.

Two

centuries later the Franciscans in turn built

on those very foundations a more modest sanctuary,
which, though Islamized into the Mosque Nabi Daoud,
still

bears in Christian language the ancient

title

of the

Holy Cenacle.
It

is

true,

Sion

it

be that in the

is

no more.

memory
providence of God

from the mount.

But

its

Glory has departed
is immortal.
Might
this

memory

should

attach ivy-like to the adjacent basilica, recently dedi-

cated to the Dormition of

massive

pile to

Our Lady

bear witness to the

of Sion?

site

when the present mosque shall have crumbled
God the Holy Ghost know^s.
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Is this

of the Cenacle
to dust?

