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Daniel Brottier wrote,

daily

life

here involves a

thousand detailed moments where characters meet and
collide,

even with the best of intentions.

separate
rest

is

what

is

It is

worth keeping and leave the

necessary to
rest

an almost necessary constituent of daily

any case

it

and things

is

-

but the

life,

and

in

inevitable that there will be imperfections

that are

awry

...

A leader,

whoever he may

be,

will never be able to succeed without the aid of intelligent

and

tirelessly

committed collaborators

.

.

.

He must be able

not only to use the good qualities people have, but even to

make use of
collaboration
sincerity

and

To know how

their faults
is

mutual

.

.

.

The essential thing

confidence,

together

in

with

self-forgetfulness.

to collaborate

with the

men and women

that

Divine Providence has called to the same mission as
ourselves, is one of the great apostolic qualities. The true
mark of a Christian work is this sign: "See how they love one

On

where there is constant mutual
criticism, where dissension is rife, where there is a general
feeling of silent discontent, there is then created an
atmosphere of suspicion, enthusiasm is extinguished and the
action of the Holy Spirit is forestalled.
another!"

the contrary,
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To accept

and be united for action, brings forth
a communal atmosphere of joy and ardour for the work in
hand. In the apostle, it supposes much humility and
simplicity, allowing each man and woman involved in the

work

differences,

to blossom, according to the qualities

possesses,

and

that there

is

to give the best of themselves.

each individual

When added to

delicacy of heart, consideration

and plenty

of

humour, and when the apostolic zeal is nourished in
common prayer to the Holy Spirit, its source, then there is
real Church community, where, according to Scripture, "each
one builds up the other together in love".
This is what Fr. Brother had the great happiness to live

much

immediate collaborators,
as at another remove, with all the personnel of the
Work of Auteuil. His real community consisted of what
humourists referred to as the "Trinity". Frs. Pichon and
Despons assisted him in his daily work, the one mainly
involved in formation through catechesis and in the
the
other
performing ministry
Auteuil magazine,
in the confessional and taking the youngsters for spiritual
advice. The three of them were former military chaplains, of
very different characters, but their souls were melded
together by their common love of Our Lord and of the
out in his

life,

as

as with his

children in need. Fr. Brother took great delight in this Trinity.

He wrote, "What a great grace we have received from God!
May we always remain friends, taking the greatest care that
nothing comes to tear

this unity of hearts

where our power

our

lies,

and

joy,

fruitfulness of our apostolate

that

is

among our

and minds:

that

the reason for the
children.

It is

one of the most certain sources of the blessing of God on
mission".
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personal letters reveal the lengths which Daniel

Brother went to in showing courtesy, the great care he had for

making others

feel

important, a thing so necessary for

was written to Fr. Pichon, who was laid
overwork, and because of a certain mistake on his

The first
up due to
part which

Daniel took great care not to mention.

dated 17th

fraternal unity,

and

his

deep affection

for people.

letter

It

is

February 1933. "I had a feeling things would turn out this
way. The first thing is to get you back on your feet. Let your
good friends look after you well. Do not worry about
anything. Things will work out fine here: and in a few weeks

be forgotten. Missions

will all

it

magazine which caused
completely sorted out:
stretching
for that!

its

So

work out
is

title

of the

really a great big bird slowly

wings: the flight will be

fine.

the

is

it

there! Forget

is

the trouble) has not yet been

all

the

more

beautiful

about the matter! Everything will

Kindest regards from everybody here".

delicacy in applying soothing

This

(this

all

balm

to the personal

What

wound!

the greatest example of the spirit of collaboration

which Fr. Brother possessed.
In August of the very same year, he sent feast day greetings
to the other chaplain who was on holiday. Daniel Brother
always found time to send birthday and feast day greetings!
This letter cannot be bettered as an example of his friendship:

"My

state of health

must be

does not permit

me

to write a

long

letter

you can find all
and the heart of a true friend feels the
need to say on the occasion of your feast day
And now,
have a good rest. Afterwards you can meet us all again and
so

I

that

rather brief. In these short lines

my priestly heart,

.

we
.

.

will continue together
.

Providence

is

.

.

an apostolate so visibly blessed

pushing us
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to

keep forging ahead and
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together, our

two hearts united, we

will carry out

what

the

good Lord is asking of us."
There were some very well known lay people among his
men and women collaborators. First of all there was an
engineer who worked in a polytechnic college. Daniel had
met him during the war, and said of him, ".
conversion
made another man of him". This engineer was called M.
Mouillier and he sacrificed his career in order to stay close to
Daniel. Nowadays we would call Fr. Brother his spiritual
director. Another remarkable collaborator was a religious
who was known by the friendly nickname of Fr. David. He
was at the service of the orphanages for fully forty years as
prefect of discipline and administrator. He never got a penny
for all he did and lived a very poor life in the orbit of his
illustrious friend. At his funeral Mass Fr. Brother enumerated
his virtues, admired by everyone: "His name will remain in
all our memories as the purest and most perfect symbol of
the collaboration which could be brought to such an
.

.

enterprise of love".

Many women

offered their charitable help

when

sales of

work, or information to the Press were needed, or any other
Fr. Brother had the gift of drawing them
round himself and like St. Vincent de Paul, of inspiring in
them the happiness to be found in serving the poor. Two of

needful chores.

women, on

hand became his permanent
associates; they were Misses Dingeon and Renee Bigot. They
spent their whole lives devoted to the work, and were in fact
female CEO's before their time. The former spent twenty-five
years making known the African Memorial of Dakar. The
latter was the director, and a most competent one, of the
Country Home, an institution created by Daniel Brother to
prepare and help problem youngsters to get placements with
these

the other
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farming families throughout France.

He

got on really well

with these associates.

Prayer
Dear Father Brother,
Our Lord favoured you with a marvelous spirit of fraternal
collaboration. Ask him on my behalf, ask on behalf of the
Church, for this profound union of hearts and minds among
all the apostolic workers who devote themselves to the most
diverse works. Jesus taught us a lesson when he asked his
Father for unity among all his followers, and this unity is first
of all a gift from God and only then the result of human
efforts. May his grace obtain this for us through your
intercession!
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