APPENDIX

1

Praijer to Poullart des Places

It is

to

a joy for us to gather

around you on your 300th birthday, an occasion

remind ourselves of the history which has made us one and the

animates

us.

When you were a young man
ronment, competent and
striking out in

me

to do?"

life,

full

sure of yourself and at

of enthusiasm

to ask the

You provide

—

home

— you had the good

in

for us

spirit that

your envi-

sense, before

fundamental question: "Lord, what do you want

a witness of Gospel priorities for

young people today

who want their life to be really worthwhile.
As
service.

disciple of Christ

Be a guide

and

to those

his Spirit,

who

you heard the

call to

humble

are looking for the signs of the Spirit

daily

and who

Church of our time.
work and your Kfe. But
you arrived at the confidence necessary to go on living for others even at the risk
of being lost yourself. Encourage all apostles who hesistate along the way, and
assure them that God lives in the midst of their trials with all his presence and
want

to be faithful in the poor-and-servant

You were an

all

apostle

who

suffered doubts about your

his love.

In the contemplation of Christ crucified

you discovered

his solidarity

us and especially with the poor. Help us to find in our religious

with

the source

and his Church to the world.
book of Kfe. There you found the Word
the Word that was greater than your ambition,

and inspiration of our mission

You learned to read
which illumined your

life

to mediate Christ

the gospel as a
life,

You took the step to follow that Word in faith, in trust,
abandonment and in poverty.
Thus you became a guide for whole multitudes by the genuineness of your
faith, the ardour of your heart, the commitment of your love. Young men came
to you, they read the gospel with you, and together you walked the road of life.
You did not draw up a special program, but you gave yourselves unselfishly to
all abandoned needs, to every impossible mission. You had so anchored yourselves in God and so rid yourselves of every human ambition, that wherever you
greater than your heart.
in

went there was nothing that could not be acomplished by God.
So we, your students of today, with

filial

respect

and with the humble pride

of disciples in the presence of their guide, say to you:

"We

shall

go on, with

God's grace and with you."
Prayer by Fr. Jean Savoiefor Claudes 300th birthday
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APPENDIX 2
AAemorial Plaque

in the HoIlj Spirit

Chapel

Church of Saint Sauveur, Rennes
Son of a Magistrate in Parliament

CLAUDE-FRANCIS

POULLART DES PLACES
Was born in Rennes in 1679
He was a friend of Grignion de Montfort
and

a disciple of Abbe Bellier

A Qualified Lawyer
he refused the honours and took a vow of poverty.
"Reserving only his health, he was

prepared to make a
sacrifice

for the

total

of himself

work of the

missions."

A student of theology in Paris
in 1703, he

founded

for

poor seminarians

the Seminary of the Holy Spirit

He
after

died in 1709

one year

in the priesthood

having laid the foundations of
the Congregation of the Holy Spirit

which was developed by his
first associates,

also natives of Rennes,

and today numbers

five

thousand

missionary Fathers and Brothers
This Memorial was erected

onOctober
in this

18,

since 1698 to the

94

1959

Chapel dedicated

Holy

Spirit.

Claude Francis Pouilart des Places
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Memorial Plaque unveiled in 1 959, the 250th anniversary of Claude's death
in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit, in the Church of St. Sauveur, Rennes.
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APPENDIX 3
Tri-Centennlal Letter of Pope
to Fr. Pierre

Schouver

—

John Paul H

Superior General

of the Congregation of the Holij Spirit

I

take this opportunity of sending

you

my heartfelt greetings while you prepare
AD. am

the celebrations, which will take place in your religious family in 2003

happy to

see the spirit in

which you want

to live these anniversaries

I

by affirming

your charisma and your missionary commitments.

On

Pentecost Sunday, you will be celebrating the 300th anniversary of your

Congregation, founded on

May 27th,

Francois Poullart des Places.
Spirit

It

1703, by a

young deacon aged

24, Claude-

began with a seminary, dedicated to the Holy

and with the Virgin Mary

as guide,

open

to

poor students

whom

your

founder wished to work in the most neglected parishes of the Kingdom of
France. Very soon, the

young Congregation developed

with the sending of the

first

priest to

a missionary dimension

Quebec, followed shortly by others

who

Guyane and the south of present-day Vietnam.
Almost a century and a half later, in 1848, Fr. Francois Libermann, born of a
Jewish family in Alsace and son of a rabbi, converted to the Christian faith at the
age of 24 and became the second founder of the Congregation by uniting it to
the Congregation of the Holy Heart of Mary which he had founded in 1841,
primarily for missionary work on the continent of Africa.
While thanking God for the work accomplished by your Congregation over
the last three centuries, particularly in the evangelization of Africa, the West
Indies and South America, I invite you to remain faithful to the dual inheritance
you have received from your founders: a concern for the poor and all people
socially deprived and neglected and a missionary commitment to announcing

went

the

to Senegal,

Good News

of Christ to

all

people, especially to those

who

have not yet

you
young

received the message of the Gospel. This double undertaking has often led
to start

your missionary works by founding a school, so

as to instruct the

them access to knowledge, but above all, to receive an authentic eduwould make each of them aware of their personal dignity, their
rights and their duties. Keep listening to the calls of the Spirit in order to help
the poor of our day and to let them know the Good News which awaits them, as
Jesus himself did. (cf Lk 4:18)
and

give

cation which
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The current crisis in vocations to the priesthood in some countries affects
in a special way because you have put special emphasis on vocations in your
missionary work, setting up junior seminaries in the young Churches for which
you were responsible. Announcing the Gospel to the men and women of our
you

time

calls for faithful witnesses,

signs for their brothers

and

by the authenticity of their

Dear Brothers
Congregation

is

inspired by the Spirit of holiness,

sisters

who

will

by the strength of their words and, above

be
all,

lives.

in Christ,

I

am

not forgetting that the

full

name

of your

the "Congregation of the Holy Spirit, under the protection of

the Immaculate Heart of Mary."

I

ask Mary, the Mother of the Lord and

of missionaries, to intercede for the

many members

Queen

of your Congregation,

spread throughout the whole world in the service of the Gospel.

May

the

model for you! May her
To all of you I am happy to

Blessed Virgin always be an example and a spiritual
"yes" given to the

Lord be the rule of your own

lives!

impart a special apostolic blessing.

From

the Vatican,

Joannes Paulus II

Claude Francis Poullart des Places

97

APPENDIX 4

^^

Address of the Superior General to

Pope John Paul

Commemorate

at the Papal Audience to

1/

the

300th

Anniversarij of the

foundation of the Congregation
MondaLj, 26th Maij, 2003
Holij father,

We come to greet you
We are members

person.

with a profound respect for your position and your
of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit under the

protection of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

We have been celebrating a jubilee year, that we called "The Spiritan Year," to
commemorate the 300th anniversary of the foundation of our Congregation
and to renew ourselves in the apostolic intuitions of our founder, Claude
Francois Poullart des Places. There have been fraternal meetings in

where we are working; we have

all five

con-

on the apostolic and spiritual
inheritance that we received from Poullart des Places and Francois Libermann,
whom we regard as our second founder, as well as Jacques Laval and Daniel
Brottier, whom you beatified, and all our predecessors who witnessed to the
tinents

reflected

Gospel throughout the world.

As with most missionary

institutes

born

in Europe, the final years of these

three centuries have witnessed great changes; in a sense, they are the fulfillment

of our mission. This mission
confreres

in the Far East

that the

Holy

protection of
to

being carried out increasingly by our Spiritan

where we have recently taken on new commitments.

Spirit, to

whom we

Mary Immaculate,

respond to the missionary
At

is

from Africa and Latin America, and there are now signs of vocations

this time,

to express

when our

call

were consecrated from the

will help us retain the

start

We

pray

under the

enthusiasm and courage

of the contemporary world.

anniversary year

is

drawing to

a close,

we would

like

our respect and affection and to receive your blessing for ourselves

and all the professed, associates and collaborators of our Congregation. We
thank you with all our hearts and assure you of our prayers and our deep

communion with you.
Fr.

Pierre Schouver

Superior General

98

Claude Francis Poullart des Places

APPENDIX 5
Repiij

of Pope John Paul

to father Pierre Schouver,

The Papal Audience of AAaij
I

am happy to

greet

you

and the

CSSp
26,

2003

and the members
founded on May 27th, 1703. An

today, dear Father Superior General

of the General Council of the Holy
anniversary

II

Spirit,

always a time for giving thanks for the road that has been traveled

is

gifts received.

Today, the Church is happy to do this with you, thanking God for all the
work accompHshed by your Congregation over the last three centuries, particularly in the evangelization of Africa, the Caribbean and South America.
Celebrating an anniversary also means rounding a cape and pressing on
ahead. I repeat to you what I said to the entire Church: "Due in altum!" "Cast
out into the deep!" Be faithful to the twofold heritage that you have received

from your founders: dedication
the announcing of the

to the

Good News

These two orientations of your

means being

at

one with those

pushes to the margins, the poor
nents but

who

are also to be

poor and the missionary apostolate

of Christ to
lives

whom
in

—

peoples.

open up

large horizons for you.

It

the world reduces to dependency or

who make up

found

all

the vast majority

our most developed

on some

conti-

societies. In this

way,

them hear the joy of his call.
Do not let yourselves be halted by difficulties, which you have not lacked in
the past and which will still be with you in the future, but put your trust in the
freedom and strength of the Spirit who accompanies and guides the Church.
It is the Holy Spirit who builds the Church into a family: help our contemporaries discover this through your community and fraternal living, a strong
sign of the evangeUcal life, by holding unity close to your hearts and remaining
attached to this devotion to the Holy Spirit which has always been a characteris-

you

tic

will witness to the closeness

of Christ and

let

of your religious family.

From

the

the Virgin

start,

your founders wanted to place you under the protection of

Mary and her Immaculate

caring intercession, yourselves and

I confide you once more to her
members of your Congregation

Heart.

all

the

dispersed throughout the world in the service of Christ and his Church.

May
lives.

the trust that

With

all

Mary had

in the

Word

of

God

be a

light for

your

own

my heart, I give you my apostolic blessing.
Joannes Paulus II

Claude Francis Poullart des Places
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APPENDIX 6
Praijer to the Blessed Trinitij

Claude des Places

bij

and Holy Spirit, whom I adore
and strength, allow me to offer
small prayers for Your greater honour and glory, my sanc-

Most Holy and Adorable
through Your grace with

You most humbly my

Trinity, Father, Son,

my

all

my

my

heart,

soul

my father, mother,
my relatives, friends, enemies, benefactors and in general
for all, alive or dead, for whom am bound to pray.
Permit me, my God, to offer You the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for that
same intention and in order that it may please You to grant me faith, humility,
chastity, purity of intention, rectitude in my judgements, a great trust in You
remission of

tification, the
sister,

cousin and

sins,

the eternal salvation of

all

I

and
for

great distrust of myself, constancy in doing good, final perseverance, sorrow

my

of suffering and the Cross, contempt for the world's opinion,

sins, love

faithfulness to

my

human

and

respect,

little rule.
all

Your strength and power against lukewarmness,

Your enemies.

Through Your mercy grant me

my

also,

God, the favour

holy

life

affected
Fill

and holy incarnation. May
by them

as

I

my heart and mind with the greatness of Your judgements, the greatness
and the

gifts

made

you through your holy grace.

I

thereby always remember them and be

I

should.

of your
that

my
my Jesus, His

to imprint in

heart by the indelible darts of Your grace the death and passion of

to

may undergo

which

faithfulness with

May I

I

must keep the promises I have
remember them, asking you

always

death a thousand times rather than be permitted to be

unfaithful to you.

Grant that the moments
present to

my mind

die of sorrow

may
left

I

to

on

have squandered in

their account if this

henceforth, aided by Your grace,

is

my

my

past

sins,

life

may be

even though

I

entirely

from

all

to anything but

would

not opposed to your Holy Will.

make

a better use of the time that

live

my

God, of

And

is still

you

all

earthly

and perishable goods by detaching me
that I may no longer be attached

and from myself, so

creatures

alone.

And

with

my mind

and heart

filled

only with You

always in your presence.

Teach me,

my

God,

to

beg of You most fervently that grace, as well

grace to endure criticisms and sufferings. In this way. Divine Master,

100

always

me.

Deprive me,

may I

I

together with a horror for

as the

may

I
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render myself worthy to obtain from Your infinite goodness Your holy love, the
love of the Blessed Virgin,

with perfect resignation.

and the grace of knowing and

May

rack rather than deliberately

God,
you,

I

I

humble me

to

shall

ask

little

prayers

Blood which

will

commit even one small venial sin. I beg You, my
way you wish, for, as long as I do not offend

I

from You,

Mass, which

I

address to You. But

my

my God

hope
I

and

to hear

my

All,

by Your

also ask for

not only through the

grace,

and through the

them through

the Precious

on

loving Saviour Jesus Christ has deigned to shed

the holy sacrifices that have been offered to

now being offered and those that will be
I

Your holy

in every other

these graces

Sacrifice of the

all

fulfilling

be ready to suffer death on the gallows or the

be content.

all

Holy

through

I

ask these graces from

You

also,

You

until

the Cross,

now, by those

ever offered to You.

my God, by all the Holy Communions that

have been received in the past, those that are being received today and

be

will

end of the world, by all the holy prayers which have
been addressed to You, are being addressed to You today or will ever be
received even until the

addressed to You.

Allow me,

whom

I

eternity,

my God, to join my intention to

ask You to be, as You are for me, a

through the Precious Blood which

only love, deigned to pour out for

You together with our hearts

us.

And

God

all

those holy persons for

of mercy

my Lord

now and

Jesus Christ,

my

for

all

dear and

ask the Blessed Virgin to offer

power and the merits of
us. Amen.

in order that the

Precious Blood be efficaciously applied to

Claude Francis Poullart des Places

I

that of

it

to

this
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APPENDIX 7
Claude Pouilart des Places
''Servant of

On

God"

October 12th, 2004, Cardinal Jean-Marie

Lustiger, the

Archbishop of

Paris,

issued a decree establishing a diocesan tribunal to examine the cause for canonization of our founder,

given the
Paris

title

Claude Pouilart des

Places.

As

a result, he can

now be

of Servant of God.'' The cause was opened in the Archdiocese of

on October

1st,

1989. Favourable reports were subsequently received

from

experts designated to examine his writings.
Fr.

Jean Savoie, C.S.Sp., the Postulator for the cause,

confreres to help advance the cause by sending

is

him

once more asking
their

own

all

personal

testimonies.

The following will be sought from documents and testimonies given:
•
The life of the servant of God
what he did, what he wrote, what he

—

founded;
•

^

His heroic virtues:
hope, love of God, love of neighbour;

•

Theological virtues,

•

Cardinal virtues, prudence, justice, temperance, perseverance;

•

Charismatic and extraordinary

•

Reputation for sanctity

faith,

gifts;

— during

his

life,

at the

moment

of death,

after his death;
•

Grace; and supernatural occurrences attributed to the Servant of God.

Jean Savoie

is

hoping that a considerable number of Spiritans

or two pages describing what Claude Pouilart

anxious to draw up a
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list

means

will write

one

He

also

for them.

is

of any writings that refer to him:

•

Books and

•

Conferences,

•

Streets, houses, associations that

•

Graces, favours, "miracles" attributed to the Servant of

articles;
articles, prayers,

poems

etc.

on

Pouilart des Places;

bear his name:

God
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