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THIS

comparatively

unknown

order of knights

was

founded in 1352, on the feast of Pentecost, in the
charming city of Naples, by Louis of Taranto, the royal
consort of Joanna I, Queen of Naples, Sicily, and
Jerusalem, Countess of Provence.

The

body was "Les Chevaliers
du Saint Esprit au Droit Desir," which we venture to
render into "The Knights of the Holy Ghost of Good
official title

of this

Intention," for history has preserved so
seigniors that

we do

not

know

the exact

little

of these

meaning they

attached to the qualification "au Droit Desir."

From

their statutes, happily

still

extant,

one of the treasures of the National Library of

and now^
Paris,

we

and
view of honoring in a special
manner the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity.
They were also known as "Les Chevaliers du
Noeud," that is, "The Knights of the Knot," a name derived from the ornament which they wore as the distinctive badge of their society.
The founding of this order, its brief, meteor-like
existence, and its pathetic extinction and disappearance,
are facts most closely interwoven with the history of
Louis and his brilliant but ill-starred queen.
learn that they professed to exercise civic, religious,
military virtues, with a
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It is

a tangled story.

It

will

be recalled that he was

Joanna's second husand/

Andrew^ of Hungary, her

first

husband, was assassin-

ated.'

Whereupon his brother collected an army and invaded the kingdom of Naples to avenge the crime. During
the evil days that followed, Louis displayed great tact

and
and

valor,

order.

and ultimately succeeded in restoring peace
As a token of gratitude and affection Joan-

At the time of his marriage to Joanna, Augnst 20, 1347, Louis
was twenty-six years old. He was endowed with all the qualities that
'

constituted an ideal knight of the fourteenth century, and in the

pompous language then in
perfect was he to behold.

style,

was

called "Phoebus," so fair

and

* Joanna
succeeded to the throne in 1343. Her consort asked to
share the government with her, but the Neapolitan nobility objected.
After a delay of two years Clement VI issued a Bull directing a

The ceremony was set for September 20, (1345).
days before, a band of assassins strangled the king-elect. Some
This was unfortunate for Joanna. Public
of the culprits escaped.
opinion was divided. Some imputed to her a share in the crime. But
the majority enthusiastically exonerated her. That she had nothing
to do with the murder, either directly or indirectly, was the conviction of Baldus and Angelus of Perugia, two celebrated lawyers of the
time, who made an exhaustive study of the case. This was likewise
the opinion of Cavallon, then papal legate of Naples. And Clement
VI, who was certainly well-informed of the truth, proclaimed her
innocence. Writing to the king of Hungary, he said, "As to the murder of Prince Andrew, she can neither be convicted, nor suspected of
(Life of Joanna, Baldwin, Cradit, and still less has she confessed it."
dock and Joy, Vol. I, p. 247.)
joint coronation.

Two

She is also exonerated by Giannone, Costanzo, Bouche, Ganfridi,
Maimbourg, De Sade, Hallam, and ether equally exacting historians.

Her

aspersers, with the effrontery habitual to their

"The queen,"

pose, her guilt.

ilk,

generally sup-

to cite one of them, "by all supposed

to be the contriver of his death, caused it to be inquired into,

order to take
fered for it."

and

in

the odium from herself, some innocent people suf(Puffendorf, Hist. Europe, Art., Naples and Sicily, p.

off

135.)
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na bestowed upon him one half of all her possessions
and the title of king. She also sent an embassy to
Clement to thank him for his kind offices and intervention in her behalf and to ask him to order the joint coronation of Louis and herself. He readily acceded to her
request.
May 25 was the day appointed for the ausIt happened to be the feast of Pentepicious event.
cost (1352). The Bishop of Bracarenza was delegated
The nobility and a great
to perform the ceremony.
concourse of visitors assisted at the coronation.
Did happiness at last perch on the storm-tossed
its lot w^ith them? If
none could appreciate the boon more than they, for
they had not only tasted, but drained, the chalice of
bitterness.
Sweet, therefore, indescribably sweet, was
now the cup of happiness, jeweled with recovered power
and glory. Like joy bells their hearts pealed forth anthems of glad thanksgiving to the Paraclete, who in the
past had been their Helper, Sustainer, and Comforter,
and who to-day in descending upon them in the ampler
outpouring of regal unction, guaranteed to be their Advocate and Counselor and Guide for the future.

bark of the royal couple and cast
so,

After the coronation the king and the queen were
processionally conducted
capital.

When

Petruccia at

through the streets of the

was entering the gate of
the point where the hospice of St. John
the pageant

now^ stands, a group of ladies occupying a balcony overlooking the

street,

showered such a

lot

of flowers on

the sovereigns passing below that the king's horse, a
spirited animal,

frightened, reared upright, broke

The king heavily accoutered
coronation robes was hurled to the ground so vio-

away, and took
in his

was

to flight.
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crown burst into three parts. The spectators were terrified. There would doubtless have been
a general panic but for the sublime coolness and selfpossession displayed by Louis.
He gathered up the
shattered diadem, adjusted his robes, mounted another
steed, and finished the procession.
When the newly crowned sovereigns at length reached their chateau at night, a still more painful surprise
awaited them.
Frances, their only child, lay on her
bed a corpse. She had died suddenly during the day of
some infantile distemper. In vain did the king court
sleep that night. In vain did he try to compose his
mind, on w^hich, as a screen, appeared and reappeared
lently that his

the principal events of the day, the gorgeous ritual of

the coronation, the military display of his lieges, the tu-

multuous ovation of his subjects, with its all but fatal
interruption, and the pale image of the dead princess.
Louis was in that frame of mind in which a Chris-

when God touches him either by grief
by a combination of both. One sentiment
predominated amid the diversified emotions that rose
and fell in his soul. It was an overw^helming conviction
of his dependence on God and on his neighbors. This
tian finds himself

or

by

joy, or

conviction of double indebtedness aroused his sense of
gratitude

form.

and caused

He would

it

to be crystallized into definite

discharge his debt in a

way

that be-

He would

select

the bravest and noblest of his companions to the

num-

fitted the

King of

Sicily

and Naples.

ber of three hundred, and organize them into a royal
order, of

which he himself would be the

of v/hich devotion to the Divine Spirit,
military excellence

would be the
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announcing his resolution to those concerned, he
wrote: "Louis, by the grace of God, King of Jerusalem
and Sicily, in honor of the Holy Ghost Louis, Founder
of the excellent Order of the Holy Ghost of Good Intention, begun on the day of Pentecost, in the year of
In

;

grace, 1352."

"We,

by the grace of God, King of Jerusalem and Sicily, in honor of the Holy Ghost, crowned
King on (His) day, by His grace, in thanksgiving and
to promote His honor, have decided to found a body
of knights, the same to be called the Knights of the
Holy Ghost of Good Intention.
Louis,

"The proposed order of knights shall be three hunWe, as Founder and Promoter of the

dred in number.

said body, shall be

its

chief, as shall likewise

be our sucWe wish

Kings of Jerusalem and Sicily.
to those who have been chosen members
of said company and to those who shall be chosen, that
we hope, with God's help, to hold our first meeting at
cessors, the

to

announce

the Castle del

Ova on

Pentecost next.

All the address-

ed members that can, shall meet on the appointed day at
the place designated and (attired) in the

way

hereafter

Concerning all these matters we shall
(Diet. Des
later more fully instruct our companions."
Ordres Religieux, Migne. Vol. II (XXI), col. 1130,
1131.—See Fig. 28.)
The statutes of the order comprise twenty-three
determined.

articles.

The knights bound themselves by oath

port and defend their sovereign on

all

to sup-

occasions, es-

pecially during war.

Their distinctive badge was a knot, in the form of a
lacs d'amour, or a figure eight, and was made of purple
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Gold and silver were also permitted, possibly in
arms of Jerusalem, which were "or" on
a field of "argent." The knot was worn over the breast,
or on the right arm.
It symbolized the notional character of Love, appropriated to the Divine Spirit, and
also the fraternal affection that was to bind the knights
to the king and to each other.
silk.

allusion to the

Above
Dieu
this

this

badge were embroidered the words, "Se

Plait," signifying "If

God

wills."

In recording

motto, some have changed the conjunction "Se"

(the old French for "si") into the article "le," with the
result that the phrase, as they correctly say,

is

unintelli-

The words "au

Droit Desir" (of good intenfound introduced below the knot. The
knot was to be worn at all times in a conspicuous way.
When the knights were clad in armor, they wore the
knot on their helmets, surcoats, or shields. Greater
significance was attached to the dove-emblem of the
Holy Ghost. It appeared on their banners, and on the
gible.

tion) are also

breasts of those

who

distinguished themselves.

(See

Fig. 30.)

On

the performance of

was untied and remained

some

signal deed, the knot

so until the knight

either

performed a second feat
of arms. Then the knot was retied and the ray or
dove-emblem was added with the words "II a plu a
Dieu" (it has pleased God.)
The knights w^ore a sword with a peculiar broad
hilt.
On it were engraved in full the name of the owner
and the w^ords "Se Dieu Plait."
Friday was for the members, as in fact for all devout Italians of the Middle Ages, a day on which they

visited the holy sepulchre, or
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abstained from amusements and performed works of

penance and piety. They wore a sombre penitential
garb, and fasted in honor of the Holy Ghost.
Knights
who could not observe the fast were wont to give food
to three poor persons by w^ay of compensation.
Pentecost was celebrated with great solemnity at
the Castle del Ova.^

(See Fig. 29.)
grand banquet followed the religious services.
special table was prepared for those members that had

A

A

merited the honor of solving the knot. The king himself presided at their table, and the guests took precedence according to the brilliancy of their exploits. If

any knight was, moreover, fortunate enough to merit
a second knot, which indicated two exploits, the king
crowned him with a wreath of laurel.
A member that in any way disgraced himself during
the year was expected to attend the meeting attired in

On

he bore the words, "By
hope to atone for my
fault."
He was not excluded from the banquet, but
occupied a table by himself. He remained in penance
until reinstated by the king and his council.

black.

his penitential garb

the help of the

Holy Ghost,

I

Another interesting feature of

was the

official

this Pentecostal rally

publication of the feats of arms per-

formed by the Knights during the year. The more remarkable of these were duly recorded in a journal

known

as

"The Book of the Achievements of the

Knights of the Order of the Holy Ghost."
^ This castle
was picturesquely located on a cone-shaped island
facing the water-front of Naples.
Its chapel and principal apartments were decorated by the illustrious Giotto, who in recognition
of his merits was received into the royal household, by King Robert,
in 1333.
At present, Del Ova serves as municipal prison of Naples.
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the death of a knight his family notified the king

at the

same time returned the

warrior's

sword.

Eight days later the Grandmaster had the Office of the

Dead chanted

for the deceased, at Del

An

assisted at this service in a body.

of these obsequies
rade's

was

weapon

impressive detail

the depositing of the late

sword on the chapel

Later on, the

Ova. The knights

altar

by the

com-

chief mourner.

w^as attached to the chapel wall,

a custom that soon converted the castle-sanctuary into
a kind of battle-abbey.

monument

Three months

w^as erected to the

memory

later,

a marble

of the deceased,

name and the place and time of his death.
he had the honor of untying the knot, that fact was
also recorded by adding to the inscripiton an emblem
of the Divine Spirit w^ith the words, "He fulfilled his
good intentions." Besides praying for the deceased,
every member was expected to show his sympathy by
having the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered for him
seven times. (See Fig. 31.)
giving his
If

The

was concluded by a
chapter in which the business of the society was transacted.
In the chapter of 1353 it was decided that in an
encounter with fifty or more adversaries, if the knights
w^ere not in greater number than the enemy, and if no
knight had performed any extraordinary deed, the one
who was the first to attack the enemy, or who succeeded in capturing the opposing leader, was entitled to
solve the knot, provided his conduct in the battle was
celebration of Pentecost

irreproachable.

Likewise, in a fight with three hundred opponents,
the knights not outnumbering them, the one
the

first

to

be wounded was

—
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knot, provided he could furnish evidence of his bravery
to the king

and

his council,

and the engagement ended

in a victory for the knights.

In another chapter

who
a

it

was decided

that

any knight

time of his reception into the fraternity was

at the

member

of

some

mem-

foreign order, should resign

he could do so without giving
offense.
If this was impossible, he was, nevertheless,
to bestow his greatest attention on the Order of the
bership in that order,

if

Holy Ghost. No knight was to accept membership in
any other organization without permission from the
king, and this permission was not to be requested, except by those who had distinguished themselves by
solving the knot.

From

this last regulation w^e

may

infer that

some

of the knights had been offered membership either in
the Order of the Sash, founded in

XI

1

332, by Alphonse

of Castile, or in the Order of the Garter, founded in

349, by

Edward

III of England, or in the Order of the
founded in 352, by John II of France.
The costume of the knights was the ordinary dress
of a nobleman of the fourteenth century, a surcoat or
tunic over trunk hose. The sleeves of the tunic ended
above the elbow and had attached to them long strips
I

Star,

I

called "courdieres," the edges of which, as well as those

of the chaperon and of the surcoat proper, w^ere trim-

med

in the

fashionable
clesiastics

shape of leaves.
all

were inveigled into adopting them,

great displeasure of the

On
white.

These "courdieres" were

over Europe at the time, and even ec-

the day of

They

also

more

Pentecost

to the

dignified clergy.

the

knights

dressed

in

wore an azure-colored mantle, which
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and opened only on the right side,
where it was fastened on the shoulder by a row of
closely set buttons.
On this cloak were embroidered
fleurs-de-lys, and in the center of the upper portion, the
lined with fur,

knot;

or,

if

the w^earer w^as distinguished, the dove-

'emblem in gold. The mantle was provided with a capuchon and was worn over the regulation dress. The
sword w^as suspended from the belt, on the right side.
(See Fig. 32.)
The Friday costume consisted of a dark blue tunic

and capuchon.
pipe") of black
this

The capuchon had a long
silk,

with a white

tail

("liri-

tassel at the end.

In

Friday dress the "courdieres" were of ermine and

The hiked blade
when the knights wore this uniform.
They sometimes wore over the ordinary

the hose of red material.

w^as laid

aside

a peculiar addition,

called

a

"heuk"

—a

uniforn^,

small

cape,

and shoulders. A cowl was
was vandyked, bore the knot in the
of a very dark color. The miniatures

partly covering the breast

attached to
center,

and

it.

w^as

It

of the original statutes, repeatedly represent the king

and

his

comrades dressed

The king was

in the

heuk.

by a
crown. He wore the dove-emblem sometimes on the
right, more often on the left breast, and the knot on the
distinguished from the knights

capuchon.

Bonnard speaks of the effigy of a warrior in St.
Catherine's Church of Pisa, which is believed to represent a Knight of the Holy Ghost. The helmet and the
edge of the shield are decorated with small knots, and
there

is

a bird, seemingly a dove, in the upper section

of his buckler.
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of Naples guards the

tomb

tinguished Knight of the Holy Ghost, one

of a dis-

who had

the

honor of solving the knot and then tied it again at the
Holy Sepulchre. His epitaph is beneath that of his father, who had been decorated with the French Star. It
runs thus: "Here lies the strenuous Knight Collustius
Bozzutus, son of the above. He was a Knight of the
Order of the Knot (founded by the illustrious Louis,
King of Sicily) In victorious battle he solved the Knot,
and retied it at Jerusalem. He died in the year of Our
Lord 1370, on the eighth day of September, ninth In.

diction."

The tomb of another Knight of the Holy Ghost is
shown in the Church of Sainte-Claire. His name was
Robert of Burgenza.

His coat-of-arms

is

decorated

with a ribbon tied into the conventional knot of the
Order.

The use

of the knot as the distinctive badge of the

Order was very probably a borrowed
as Louis adopted

it,

was

From time immemorial

knot.

idea.

The

the knot has been recog-

nized as a symbol of union and constancy.
ing our inquiry into

its

knot,

in reality the so-called lover's

Restrict-

use as such to medieval Italy

we find it was used symbolically on the coins and
on the monument of Thomas, Count of Savoy, who

only,

died 1233; on a silver piece issued by his son Peter in

263 on the coinage of Louis of Savoy, Baron of
Vaud, who died in 1301. From this we may conclude
that the emblem was probably known to Louis and
1

;

adopted by him on account of
nificance.
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May

As there was
were now without a

25, 1362.

heir to the throne the knights

No new members were

grandmaster.

received during

the protracted civil and political disturbances that fol-

lowed the founder's death. The old knights gradually
diminished. In 382 Durazzo usurped the throne and
put Joanna to death. To overshadow the last survivors of the Holy Ghost the usurper founded a rival society called "The Argonauts," a body that as by just
1

retribution disappeared with

A

word about

Holy Ghost.

its

founder four years

later.*

the Statutes of these Knights of the

Apart from the

fact that as a historic relic

they throw^ light on devotion to the Divine Spirit in the
fourteenth century, they are valuable, moreover, as rare
samples of provincial art, for they are illuminated with
a series of beautiful miniatures, the w^ork possibly of
Niccolo da Bologna, a great expert of matricole w^ork at
the time.

Speaking of these

illustrations,

an

art critic

says: "It occasionally happens that miniatures furnish

us with an evidence of
in

which other

Sicily

is

artistic activity

classes of

monuments

from provinces

are wanting; thus

represented by the Paris manuscripts of the

statutes of the

Order of the Holy Ghost, founded A. D.

* The
fourteenth century saw the birth of another Order dedicated to the Holy Ghost. On the feast of Pentecost, 1390, John I, King
of Castile, organized the Knights of the Dove, The ceremony took
place in the church of Segovia. The knights wore a collar of gold
from which was suspended a dove of white enamel. Each member
received a copy of the statutes, which were embellished with lovely
miniatures. The knights bound themselves to observe conjugal chastity, to enforce justice, to protect widows and orphans, and to defend the Faith and the realms of Castile. On Thursdays they received
Holy Communion in honor of their Titular. This organization was
short-lived.
(Migne, Diet. Des Ordres Relig. T. IV, col 325.)
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1352 by Louis, King of Sicily and Jerusalem. The
founded by Giotto asserts itself here also, if some-

style

what
tints,

diluted in forms of moderate

low tones of

ornaments."

color,

movement, pale

flesh

and well-composed marginal

(History of Ancient,

Eearly Christian

and Medieval Painting, Woltmann and Woermann,
edited by Sidney Colvin, Vol. I, page 489.) The Library of New York (Department of Miniatures)
possesses a reproduction of these statutes by M. le
Comte Horace de Viel-Castel. It consists of seventeen
gorgeous plates giving both text and miniatures published in Paris, 1853, by Englemann and Graf.
Our
illustrations are photographed from this reproduction
but unfortunately do not convey the eflFect of the gold
and colors of the original.
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