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LOVING SERVICE
"I

am

end and

able to disappear for days on

everything without too

much worry,

for by

I

can leave

now

I

have

and of dedication
around the Orphans of Auteuil which I think
created a network of friendship
indestructible. If only people
in the hearts of the

is

love there

is

French people, they would kneel down

in respect before them. I

am

recklessness, I assure you,

consider

knew how much

all

often taken to be rash but
is

actually timidity

how much support

I

receive,

encouragement, over and above what

I

my

when

I

how much

have asked for"

(to

Fr. Pichon, 1935).

Throughout the history of the Church, great apostolic men
and women have known how to ask insistently for prayers
from those who are nearest to them, in order to assure the
success of the work at hand, and it is a surprise to us to
importance they attached to those intercessions.
The first one to act like that was St. Paul who wrote in the
letter to the Romans, "I beg you, by Our Lord Jesus Christ
realise the

and by the love of the Holy Spirit, to take part in the combat
with me through the prayers which you address to God on
my behalf" (Rom. 15:30).
In this way, drawing along with himself, by his example
and his zeal, other persons in the service of those in greatest
need through disinterested love, the apostle fully responds to
the grace which invited him in the first place and which is
si
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making him

holy.

He calls upon the love of others in order to

own, so that greater success can be achieved.
'The communal service of love" then is that which the
apostle prefers so that other men and women can collaborate
with him by their prayers and by the offering of their lives.
"Widen the scope of charity" was what Pope Pius XI said to
Fr. Brottier on the occasion of his visit to Rome. Daniel knew
how to surround himself with an army of Good Samaritans,
who by their prayers, sacrifices and personal generosity,
actually widened the span of the tent which covered his
unite

it

to his

work at Auteuil.
Through his use

of

and

the press

personal

of his

correspondence, the "Beggar of Love" carried in his

thousands of people

him in

the

same

who

thus were able to take part with

apostolic adventure.

Auteuil in 1923, he found a

When Daniel arrived at

list

benefactors on his desk. Twelve years
list

wake

contained a hundred and

fifty

of twelve

thousand

later, at his

death, the

thousand names

.

.

.

This

mighty throng of friends were attached to his own person
and to the care of the homeless, in every undertaking. It was
a wonderful investment, because up until today the chain
has still held. "Each of my initiatives was met by our friends
of Auteuil with such an overwhelming effusion of generosity
that I have often been struck dumb in admiration and
gratitude before

it"

said Daniel.

Daniel often gave voice to his thoughts, saying that this
legion of "praying benefactors" actually constituted the heart
of Auteuil;

it

guaranteed the circulation of

life

in the entire

community. "The Mission of Auteuil is like an iceberg. There
is a part of it which is visible, such as the young people in the
various houses with their men and women teachers. But
<S2

DAY TWELVE

LOVING SERVICE

-

even more important, invisible
though it be, comprising the thousands of friends who in the
communion of saints represent an enormous force of prayer
and intercession which is the real reason for our unbelievable
success!" Thus, the mystery of Auteuil is solved. "Dear
friends, who I feel are so profoundly attached to our great
work, more than ever I have confidence in you".
there

is

another part which

is

Joined to this flood of intercessors on earth,

was

the long

By the communion of saints - a
dogma to which Daniel was in fact greatly attached - the
saints in heaven are also taking part in our apostolic work,
and it only requires us to tell them about it. "Do you think
that the saints in heaven have lost their memory? That would
be a strange thing indeed! Very much to the contrary, they
know our needs more than we do ourselves. In addition,
when they were alive here on earth, they would have got
down on their hands and knees in order to help us. How then
list

of saints in heaven.

can

we have any

doubts that they will help us now?

dead who are leading the
living. We think we are acting all by ourselves but in reality
we are being led by this great crowd of intercessors and
friends that we have in heaven
Whenever I wanted to
spread the news about Auteuil, I always confided in the Holy
Souls. As a matter of principle, I send out our newsletter
every year on All Souls Day, 2nd November, entrusting the
success of my efforts to our dear dead ones. I have never
"Believe me,

it is

those

who

are

.

regretted

.

.

it".

His great belief in the

Communion

the mysterious solidarity

beings and Christ.

It

which

exists

also calls to

redemption in union with

Him
83

of Saints, brings us to

mind

between human
the idea of co-

through the

sacrificial
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offering of love. Daniel Brottier kept his

own

counsel on this

we know that he received letters from people of
modest circumstances in which they promised to offer up
their suffering in union with Christ for the good of Auteuil
and for its extension. It was Fr. Pichon, the friend of Fr.
matter; but

who wrote his

biography. In it he states that the
such generosity from the hearts of
the humble was at one and the same time a proof of his
delicacy combined with his audacity. That is how the saints
are! Without fully realising it, they draw after them by their

Brottier,

ability of

holiness

Daniel to

first

elicit

many men and women whom

grace disposes to this

mysterious collaboration. This "communal service of love"
can even lead to such people offering their very lives as a
sacrifice, just as Christ did,

and

that

is

how

certain apostolic

works meet with great success.
"Dear Friends of Auteuil, can we not conclude that your
pity for human suffering and especially for that of the most
unfortunate people namely orphan children, and the
common desire to bring them relief is the very thing which
calls forth your ever more generous attitude regarding
Auteuil?"
Finally,

among

the

most

faithful friends associated

with

common service of love, there were those men and
women who came to Fr. Brother's little office in order to hand
this

him personally, and above all to speak heart to
him about their profound attachment to him and
to his work for homeless youth. Between the apostle who had
completely given himself to Our Lord and these generous
people there was a great sense of trust, worthy of the lay
their gifts to

heart with

collaborators of the
"It is

first

apostles.

necessary to see these good friends of our community,

such a multitude of visitors in continuous lines during the
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long afternoons, despite the inclemency of the weather, in
rain, storms,

mud

undying loyalty

and

cold, in order to

to the children of Auteuil.

comprehend

their

,/

Prayer
Dear Father Brother,

You knew how to gather round yourself and round our
work at Auteuil a network of other apostles, who by their
prayers,

and occasional gifts
Your example leads me

the offering of their lives,

became your precious collaborators.
in turn to welcome into the apostolic task entrusted to me,
fervent and generous persons who can join their zeal to mine
for the "communal service of Love". Help me, I beg you, to
carry this out every day of my life.
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