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was founded in
by Henry III, was by

Saint-Esprit, v^^hich

Paris

far the

most

tions.

As

31

,

illustrious of

this royal

1

578,

French honorary organiza-

foundation was dedicated to the

members professed to honor their
more than ordinary way, it is within
our scope to examine its origin, nature, and fate. We
begin by recalling certain data of European history.
Holy Ghost and

its

divine Titular in a

From
ry

II.

sons.

1559 France was governed by HenCatherine de Medici, his queen, bore him four
1

547

to

With the exception

history as the

Duke

of the youngest,

Alengon, they

of

all

known

in

eventually

reached the throne and ruled respectively as Francis
n, Charles IX,

On

and Henry

III.

the occasion of the double marriage of Henry's

Marguerite to the Duke of Savoy, and of his olddaughter Elizabeth to Philip, a grand tournament

sister

est

On

w^as held in the capital.

the closing day, in the final

number, which consisted of a spirited tilt between the
Scotchman Montgomery and the king, the latter was
fatally

wounded

in the forehead.

He

died soon after,

July 10, 1559, and was succeeded by his oldest son,
who mounted the throne as Francis II.

The
prince.

new^ sovereign

He

was a

diffident

and

delicate

reigned less than seventeen months, during

—

188

—

Z\)t iiaopal 0vtitv of

tf)c

^amt=€£fprit

which period he Vv^as admirably sustained by the tact,
courage, and sympathy of his youthful bride, beautiful
but ill-fated Mary Stuart.
Francis died of a chronic ear-trouble,

He was
Charles, who at
1560.

December

5,

followed on the throne by his brother
the time was but ten years old.

Under the circumstances, the government devolved
on the queen-mother, until the young king attained his
majority.
This he did, according to statute, on completing his fourteenth year.

Catherine's opportunity

had arrived at last. Long and feverishly had she pined
for it.
For she was an ambitious woman and thirsted
for power and recognition.
During the reign of Francis, the young queen checked her influence.
And previously, during her husband's administration, not she,

but the notorious Diana of Poitiers occupied the
place at court and in the affections of Henry.

Ten

first

years

of barrenness and her foreign extraction, had kept the
niece of Clement VIII in an involuntary background.

This explains the impetuosity and greed with which
she snatched up the supreme authority and used it in
the aggrandizement of her family, her sons especially.

The
sion of

chief instinct of w^oman's heart
life.

When

at last

she was blessed with

offspring, did she regard her children

medium

of accumulated love,

torted proportions

judgment?

the transmis-

Catherine's maternal instincts had long

been disappointed.
ceptive

is

We

presented by

cannot

tell.

We

it,

through the de-

and allow the
to

influence

dis-

her

can only say that in

the light of history she appears principally,

if

not ex-

clusively, occupied with the welfare not of her subjects

but of her children.
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All students of English history

made

so deep and,

we might

know

that

no

suitor

add, so almost fatal an im-

Queen Elizabeth, as did Francis, the Duke
of Alengon. The engagement between the two in 581
was the work of Catherine. Presently we shall see how^
pression on

1

she obtained

the throne of Poland, and soon after,

first

that of France for the
in

1

young Duke

of Anjou.

And

589, with one foot already in the grave, she

member

planning to secure for a certain

later,

is still

of her family

crown of Portugal and for her grandson, the Marde Pont a Mousson, the collapsing throne of
France.
All this might be condoned, had the means
she employed been honorable. But they were not.
Legally, Catherine was in control until
In
563.
the

quis

1

never relaxed the reins until the death of
Charles, which took place on Pentecost, May 30, 1574.
reality she

During the politico-religious disturbances that agitated France while she occupied the helm, the Huguenots, as the French Calvinists were styled, secured a certain ascendancy.
This result was obtained in part by
their aggressive spirit, a

were the

typical

spirit

embodiment.

of w^hich their leaders
It

was

the fruit, in

still

greater measure, of the oscillating policy of the queenregent.

Once

appeared in

all

in
its

power, her Machiavellian character
ugliness.

Crafty, calculating, and

now with the Constitutionalists,
with the Huguenots, as expediency dictated. She
followed to the letter the pagan axiom: "Divide et

honorless, she sided

now

regna."

But to come to Henry, who was Catherine's prettiest
and favorite child. She loved him with uncommon
tenderness, and called him "her own." Her other chil-
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dren, she said, belonged to the kingdom, this one to
herself.

Ordinarily speaking, this son,

who was Duke

of Anjou, had no immediate prospects of acceding to the

For Charles was but two years his senior, nor
was there any other throne in view. Still, it was the unexpected that happened.
In 1572, the year of the unfortunate Massacre of
St. Bartholomew, Sigismund, King of Poland, died. He
was the last male descendant of the Lithuanian house
of Jagiello, and he died without issue. It devolved on
throne.

the Polish nobles to select a successor.

Catherine was on the

She immediately sent
De Balagny to Cracow to win the good will of the
royal chancelor and of Ann, the maiden sister of the
late king.
Native aspirants to the throne there were
indeed, but none of them prominent and formidable.
Foreign competitors there were: Ernest, Archduke of
Austria; the King of Sweden, a nephew of the late Sigismund Augustus; the Duke of Prussia; the Czar of
Russia; and the Prince of Transylvania.
There was a possibility of success. That was sufficient.

alert.

Catherine entered the

lists,

ture the prize for her favorite son.

determined to capPoland at this epoch

was twice the size of France. It consisted of thirtytwo counties, or palatinates. Its people were born soldiers.
They had never been conquered. They were
united by a Constitution (Pacta Conventa), of which
they were deservedly proud. They formed the great
barrier of Christianity against the Tartars and the
Turks.

During the vacancy caused by the death of Sigismund Augustus, the Archbishop of Gnesen was in
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He convoked

charge of the government.

meeting of the

as

Piasts,

the

a general

nobles of Poland and

vv^ere designated, for the month of April
(1573). About 36,000 responded to the call, and assembled in Warsaw, to select the new sovereign.

Lithuania

Among

French diplomats,

in the reign of Charles

IX, Montluc, Bishop of Valence, held the

palm

for tact,

and resourcefulness.
Catherine selected
Montluc, therefore, to accomplish the gigantic task begun by Balagny. On reaching Poland, this prelate

eloquence,

placed himself in communication with the senators, ec-

and under-governors. He issued
and Polish, criticizing
the rival candidates and extolling the qualities of Henry.
In the name of his candidate he solemnly promised freepalatins,

clesiastics,

and distributed

dom

circulars in Italian

of conscience, the inviolability of the Polish con-

and protection against the Turks.

stitution,

His principal speech, an elaborate and eulogistic
discourse on Poland, France, and the

and

w^as printed in Latin
cast after
ple.

In

its

it,

delivery

Polish,

among

Duke

of Anjou,

and distributed broad-

the delegates and the peo-

he described Henry as a paragon of excel-

lence; a prince with appanages that yielded annually

With

half a million crowns.

navy and

build a

projects he

To

revenue they might

restore the University of

knew

Cracow, two

by the people.
Henry was a born soldier and

to be ardently desired

convince them that

leader,

this

he described

how

the Duke,

when but

eighteen

and defeated two
veteran generals, the invincible Coligny at Moncontour
years old,

and the

courageously

fearless

Conde

attacked

at Jarnac.
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Montluc's discourse electrified the Poles.
fully

managed

to be the last of the

skil-

envoys to speak, a

circumstance that enabled him to demolish the claims
of his rivals.

The

balloting

May

began on

3,

1

573.

A

few days later, on the feast of Pentecost, there v/as a
decided turn in favor of the Duke. He continued to
gain until May 9, when his choice v/as almost unanimous. He took possession of the throne in December,,
and was crowned on February 20,

1

574.

Charles IX, as already stated, died on Pentecost,
30, 1574.
He was carried off by pneumonia un-

May

expectedly. Both he and his mother disliked the young
and headstrong Francis. His dying request therefore
was that Catherine rule until the return of Henry, who
before leaving Poland had publicly asserted his claim
on the French throne. The king's wish was respected.
Catherine was appointed to rule during the interim.
She immediately sent, first, Barbeziere, and two days
later, De la Fajole to Cracow, to announce the death
of Charles and to urge Henry to return. That the latter had not yet become acclimated to his new surroundings, and v/as secretly pining for his "belle France," had

not escaped the Polish senate.

members convened,

exactly

When,

therefore,

its

two weeks

after the death
of Charles, to offer condolence to the king, they profited of the occasion to request him not to resign the
crown and desert them.

Henry dissembled.

Having sent

he departed on the night of June

The details of
They are recorded by the hisMathieu, who secured them from Sauvre, the
equerry and companion. They journeyed home-

this flight are thrilling.

torian

king's

his effects ahead,

—

193

—

18.

(§lorie« of

tfjc

^olp

dlfjo^t

ward by way of Vienna, Venice, Padua, Mantua, Turin,
and Lyons.
In the meantime Catherine kept close watch over
Francis, the youngest son, and over Henry of Navarre,
to prevent them from asserting themselves. Her chief
concern for the moment was to preserve calm among
her influential subjects, and to prevent strangers from
interfering.
Henry arrived in France towards autumn.
He spent several months in the South, where, aided by
Catherine, he organized his council, but adopted no definite policy of administration.

In February, 1575, he married Louise of Lorraine,

whom

he saw for the first time at Nancy, on his way
They proceeded together to Rheims, where
they were crowned, February 20, by Cardinal de Guise.
On March
both entered Paris, without any demonto Poland.

1

,

stration.

The

general conditions that

confronted the

new

sovereign on taking up the reins of government were
far from flattering.
His subjects formed two great
camps, the Calvinists and the Constitutionalists. The
former were well organized into twenty-four churches,
and controlled an annual fund of over 800,000 pounds.
The latter, to uphold the Catholic faith and secure am-

had formed "The
Holy League" ( 576) of w^hich Henry, Duke of Guise,
was the heart and soul. He was a superior type of
Christian soldier, a man of commanding presence, and
was fairly idolized by the Leaguers. It is not surprising therefore that Henry felt himself eclipsed by this
uncrowned king of the "Union." The sovereign's posipler political rights for the Provinces,
1

tion

was indeed

,

delicate.

—
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194

dared not offend the

—

fol-

Pig.
First

56.

—

ANNUNCIATION

quarter

of

the

fifteenth

by Hubert and Jan van Eych,
Original in the Royal

century.

Gallery of Berlin.

[195]

®fte 3^opaI

0v^tr

of

^aint=€gprit

tfje

He decided therefore to draw closer
some of the more influential Catholics and
organize them into a body, which, while in perfect sympathy with the League, would obey only him, as head
and directing spirit.
The Order of Saint Michael, founded in 1469, by
Louis XI, was still in existence, and had it been in
lowers of Guise.
to himself

normal condition might have been of assistance to the
king; but unhappily under Henry II it had fallen into
disrepute, and its badge was now^ derisively called
"Collier a toutes betes," a collar to fit any beast. Henry
did not abolish this order, but secured its reform by incorporating it into his new Society, the Royal Order of

Holy Ghost.

the

Some

see in this

founder gave

it

new

foundation and in the

religious coloring, nothing

stroke of political prudence, dictated

devoid of

all

by

way

selfishness,

higher and nobler motives.

the

more than a

We

and

grant that

expediency had a share in the undertaking, a consideration which, after all, was pardonable under the circumstances; but that it was the sole and exclusive motive,
sanctimoniously decked out in religion, to give it weight

and

dignity, this

Henry was

we

contest.

It

is

our opinion that

at least partially influenced

by other

rea-

sons too, reasons that induced him to dedicate his Order
to the Holy Ghost, and that to some degree made him
a promoter of devotion to the Third Person of the Bless-

ed Trinity.

On announcing
"We have decided.

the

new

foundation,

Henry

said:

form a miHtary Order in our
kingdom besides that of Saint Michael, which it is our
(This) nev/ Order we
continue.
will to retain and
.

.

.to

—
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organize and institute in honor of the Holy Ghost, by

whose inspiration God has deigned to direct our best
and happiest actions in the past. Moreover, we beg

Him

to grant that

we may soon

see

all

our subjects

re-

united in the Catholic faith .... living in mutual friend-

and concord .... observing the law^ in obedience to
us and our successors, thus securing God's glory and
ship

honor." (Migne, Diet.

The

Vol.

Rel.,

col.

II,

187-188.)

"best and happiest actions" ("nos meilleures et

plus heureuses actions") mentioned in the prologue,
are generally interpreted as referring to Henry's election to the throne of Poland, Whitsuntide,

1

573, and his

accession to the throne of France on Pentecost, 1574.

A fev/ writers assert,

moreover, that he was born on the

Feast of Pentecost; but this

is

an

error.

He

first

saw

the light in the Castle of Fontainebleau, September 19,

Twice he had received the Holy Ghost in regal
unction; in a spirit of gratitude, therefore, he dedicated
his Order to the Holy Paraclete.
His devotion to the Divine Spirit was not a sporadic
fancy. It was a habit. It was to Him he had recourse
1551.

in the

dark hours of

Early in

1576a

affliction.

fresh outbreak of popular dissastis-

faction agitated the kingdom. On hearing of it, Henry
ordered (February 27) that a special Mass in honor of

the

Holy Ghost be celebrated

household

assist thereat to

until peace,

at court,

and that the royal
God of Love

pray to the

harmony, and good fellowship be restored.

(Cf. Registre-Journal de Henri

III.

De

Lestoile, Vol,

I,

Memoirs par Michaud and Poujoulat.)
Henry's intention of showing his gratitude and devotion to the Divine Spirit, by dedicating to Him a new
Par.

I,

p. 67.
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Order, must have derived additional impetus from an

event that occurred on his

homeward

journey,

when

ex-

changing the crown of Poland for that of France. History records that he interrupted his flight at Venice,
where he spent "nine days of enchantment," during
which period he was the guest of Alvise Moncenigo,
the Doge whose venerable features the great Veronese
immortalized. On July 27, the day on which Henry departed, Moncenigo in the name of the Republic presented him with a beautifully illuminated vellum manuscript. It pleased him greatly, not merely on account
of

its

evident beauty, but also on account of

its

historic

contained the original statutes of the
it
Knights of the Holy Ghost of Good Intention, a military
Order founded on Pentecost, 1352, by Louis of Taranto, to commemorate his elevation to the throne of

value; for

Naples and Jerusalem on that day.

Four years

own

Order,

later,

w^hen preparing the draft of his
this document to M. de Chiv-

Henry gave

erney, his secretary, with instructions to
extracts,

and then destroy

it.

Was

of being accused of plagiarism?

What we do know

is

that after

make

certain

the sovereign afraid

We

do not know.

making the

extracts,

Chiverney, obedient to his constructive instinct,
frained from destroying the relic.^ (See Fig. 33.)

De
re-

*
At his death, De Chiverney bequeathed this interesting document to his son Philippe Huraut (1528 1599), Bishop of Chartres,
and first Chancelor of the Royal Order of the Saint-Esprit. From
the Bishop's library, it passed into the hands of M. Rene Longueil,
who died in 1677. It next became the property of M. de Nicolai, first
After his death
President of the Chambre des Compts of Paris.
(1686) it was lost sight of for a time, but was found again and secured by M. Gaignot, who sold it to the Duke of La Valliere, from

—
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of the new Order took place in
Church of the Grands-Augustins, December 31,1 578. The Calvinists viewed the spectacle with
some misgivings. The malcontents called it a masquerade. And the wits of the day found in it a subject for fresh pasquinades.
In reality, the event was

The inauguration

Paris, at the

decidedly magnificent.
tails.

History has preserved the de-

was a Wednesday afternoon.

It

Two by two

They wore
The

knights-elect filed into the historic edifice.

and haut-de-chausses of
scabbards of their swords and their
doublets

silver

the

cloth.

slippers

were

rich

white velvet. Their mantles, gorgeous creations of the
costumer's art, were of black velvet, embroidered with

and tongue-emblems of the Holy Ghost.
Over the mantle they wore a small cape of green,
designed to enhance and display the golden collar of
the Order. Their toques were black velvet, and were
fleurs-de-lys

decorated with a white feather a i'espagnole.
ates, in

The

prel-

keeping with the occasion, were vested in cost-

ly pontificals.

The

royal choir sang the vesper service, after which

main altar, where he took the
oath prescribed for the grandmaster. He then received
the insignia of office from the hands of the Bishop of
Auxerre, who was his spiritual father. After being duly
invested, the king proceeded to receive his companion
the king advanced to the

knights, twenty-six in number. Prominent

among

these

were: Guise, Cardinal of Lorraine; the Dukes of Nevwhose

collection it passed to the Royal Library in 1783, and finally
found a resting place in its present home, the National Library of
Paris, where it is catalogued, Franc, No. 4274. A detailed description of its text and illustrations was published in 1764, by a Belgian
priest named Le Febvre.
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D'Uzez, de Mercoeur, and D'Aumale; the Counts
of Taude, Gonnor, and Retz; MM. de Villequier, Balers,

sac, Estress,

On New

Grammont, and

Stroszy.^ (See Fig. 34.)

Year's day the knights attired in their gala

dress repaired to the Grands-Augustins to assist at

The

High

church was gorgeously decorated.
The different ambassadors, a select company of prelMass.

Friars'

and nobles, and the queen with her retinue, by
their presence added brilliancy to the celebration.
A
double file of Scotch and Swiss soldiers stood at attention and formed a guard of honor to the august body as
its members advanced processionally up the main aisle.
At the head of the procession, to the strains of martial
music, marched the three hundred gentlemen of the
Then
king's household, with their huge battle-axes.
came the knights, two by two; first, the knights-officers; next, the knights-commanders; then the prelatescommanders, and last the grandmaster, wearing his
coronation mantle and the grand-collar of the SaintEsprit.
The Bishop of Auxerre pontificated. The
knights received Communion in a body. After Mass
the pageant returned to the palace of the Louvre, by
way of Rue Pont Neuf and the bridge Saint Michael.
At the banquet that followed, the knights dined with
the king. The ladies, ecclesiastics, and other guests of
honor dined apart in separate halls.
ates

'

The Sieur Philippe Stroszy perished four years later in a naval
At the close of the chapter of 1583, his

engagement, near Terzeres.

brother knights celebrated his funeral, and solemnly interred his
grand-mantle.
The custom of burying objects that belonged to a
person who perished at sea and whose remains therefore could not
be obtained, is still observed in the marine districts of Brittany, notably in the Island of Ouessant.
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At two o'clock the banquet ended, and all proceeded once more to the church of the Friars, to assist at
the Office of the Dead. At this service the king wore
and the knights black.

violet,

company

assisted at a

Similarly attired, the

Requiem Mass on

the next morn-

After these impressive functions the Order of the

ing.

Saint-Esprit

Let us

The

was pronounced inaugurated.

now briefly examine

last edition

of

ninety-five articles,
details

its

its

rules

statutes, that of

and regulations.
1

703, contains

from which we gather the following

^
:

He could
nor dispose of the revenues of the order, until he w^as crowned. On the day
of his coronation he took an oath to observe and enforce the statutes. The day after, he was invested with
the mantle and grand-collar, usually by the consecratThe king was grandmaster

neither nominate

of the order.

new members,

ing prelate.

There were to be one hundred knights in all some,
ecclesiastics, the majority, laymen.
The clerical divi;

sion
five

was

was

to consist of four cardinals, four archbishops,

bishops or prelates, besides the grand-almoner,

who

member. The lay division comprised
the knights-officers and knights-commanders. The title
of the prelates was "Les Commandeurs de I'Ordre du
Saint-Esprit" (Commanders of the Order of the Holy
ipso facto a

Ghost) of the knights-officers, "Les Chevaliers des
Ordres du Roy" (Knights of the Orders of the King)
of the knights-commanders, "Les Commandeurs des
;

;

" Older
copies of the constitutions, as well as a ledger of the expenses of the society and a descriptive catalogue of the titles and
blazons of its members, are also extant.
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Ordres du Roy" (Commanders of the Orders of the
King.) The officers were the chancelor, the master of
ceremonies, the herald, the marshal, the grand treasurer, the secretary, the

commissary, and the genealo-

The motto of the Society was: "Duce et auspice"
Under (the Divine Spirit's) guidance and protection.

gist.

—

(See Fig. 35.)

Except princes of the blood, aspirants had to be
thirty-five years

and

old,

establish

their

three generations on the father's side.
ates, all other

members had

make

to

lineage

for

Elxcept the prel-

a profession of

They
faith, and promise to live and die in the Church.
were also required to promise fidelity to their sovereign
and obedience to the statutes. They w^ere not to leave
France to serve any foreign prince, or accept from any
stranger either estates, pledges, or pensions.

With the

grandmaster's permission they could accept the decoration of

"The Golden Fleece,"

or of

"The Garter."*

Prior to their admission into the Saint-Esprit, lay

candidates had to be enrolled in the ancient Order of
Saint Michael.
ers

were

This

is

why

the officers and

said to belong to the Orders of the king.^

The knights were

to be distinguished not only for

nobility but for piety as well.

hear Mass every day.
*

command-

On

They were exhorted

to

holidays they w^ere, more-

In the beginning', foreigners, and non-naturalized residents of
eligible to membership in the Saint-Esprit.

France were not

" The ceremony
of reception into the Order of Saint Michael was
very simple and took place usually on the eve before a regular re-

ception of the Saint-Esprit. The novice knelt before the king, who
touched him on the shoulder with a sword, saying: "In behalf of
Saint George and Saint Michael, I make thee a knight."
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over, to assist at the afternoon services.

were

Holy Ghost,

to recite the Office of the

tained in their special

Daily they

When

manual/

as

con-

prevented from

saying the Office, they were expected to give a suitable
alms, or recite the seven Penitential Psalms.
the beads

was likewise of

A part of

They were
on New Year's Day

daily obligation.

to receive the sacraments at least

and on Pentecost.

was

on wearing the "SaintEsprit," as the cross of the Order was called.
In the
chapter of 580 it was decided that those who failed to
ivear it as prescribed were to be fined ten crowns for
every omission. If the neglect occurred on a day of
chapter, the fine w^as increased to fifty crowns. These
fines were consigned to the treasury of the Friars attached to the Grands-Augustins because it was in their
church that the receptions and chapters of the society
were generally held. For this reason their church was
also known as "The Chapel of the Holy Ghost."
On
the day of his reception, each knight gave this church
a present of ten golden ecus. And Henry fixed on it
an annuity of one thousand pounds, in return for which
the Friars said two Masses every day, one for the grandmaster and the knights, and the other for the deceased
Special

stress

laid

1

;

members
"

The

of the order.^

original

prelates, in

1768,

manual was revised by a committee of knights
in an edition de luxe, by order of

and reprinted

Louis XV.

Some

details of the church and monastery of the Grands-Augusbe interesting. In 1285 a colony of Italian Augustinians
established themselves on a property which lay on the right bank of
the Seine, at a point within the angle now formed by the Rue and the
Quay des Grands-Augustins. It was a lovely spot, dotted with splen'

tins, will
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have already alluded to the badge of the order.

was an

eight-pointed, maltese cross of gold.

Its

edges

were enameled white, and the centre, a cartouch of
emerald, contained a gold dove-emblem of the Divine
It was worn
"Cordon Bleu." The
cross of the prelates had the dove-emblem on both
They wore the decoration suspended from the
sides.
neck. The cross of the knights-commanders was similar to that of the prelates, except that it had an image of
They wore it attached
Saint Michael on the reverse.
to a blue sash, extending from the right shoulder to

Fleurs-de-lys occupied the angles.

Spirit.

from a blue ribbon

the

left side.

The

called the

cross of the officers

of the commanders, only a

little

(en sautoir) attached to the

The

smaller.

was like that
They wore it

left breast.

was conducted as folproposed
by
the grandmaster, and
After being

lows.

initiation of candidates

site is occupied by a Depot of Omnicommunity from an older one, located at
Pre-aux-clercs, and commonly called the Petits-Augustins, it was
named the Grands-Augustins.

did trees.

buses.

To

To-day this historic
distinguish this

In 1440 three university officers entered the cloister of the Friars
who had fled there for asylum. They paid the
In
penalty of their presumption by a fine and a public penance.
1658 the Friars contested an order regarding the degrees of their
members. Anticipating trouble, they fortified the monastery, and
prepared to defend themselves. The Royal Archers were sent against
them. They took the place and arrested some of the Augustinians.
After a captivity of twenty-seven days, Mazarin ordered their release.
They returned home in triumph, an event referred to by Boileau in his Lutrin. The church mentioned in this article was begun
under Charles V and finished in 1453 under Charles VII. It was the
In it the Hospitalers
official church of the knights founded in 1578.
of the Holy Ghost, a religious body founded at Montpellier in 1198,
Unfortunately, this
held a great reorganization meeting in 1692.
sacred edifice, like a number of other historic landmarks, was deto arrest a student

stroyed in 1791.
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voted on by the knights, the aspirant

filed

secretary his pedigree, profession of faith,

with the

and other

papers. He was then considered a novice of the SaintEsprit. His costume consisted of a white satin doublet
and trunk-hose, a brocaded cape, velvet toque, and

small sword.

Novices w^ere received at any time. But they were
professed usually, either on New Year's Day or on
Pentecost. The ceremony was impressive. The novice
knelt before the grandmaster

and pronounced the

quired oath.

He

order invests

you with the mantle of

re-

then received the mantle, a costly garment of black velvet, embroidered with gold, and lined
with orange tabby. On giving it, the king said: "The
its

company and

fraternal union, for the exaltation of the Catholic faith

and

religion, in the

name

of the Father,

The

was given

and of the

Amen."

Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

On

bestowing it, the
king said: "Receive the collar of the Order of the Holy
Ghost, into which we in our capacity of grandmaster receive you. Keep in mind the passion and death of Our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wear the cross on
your uniform, and carry openly the badge of the order.
May God enable you to keep the oaths and vows you
have pronounced. May they remain engraved on your
heart, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the

collar

Holy Ghost.

"Sire,

may God

wanting

in

next.

To

Amen."
give

me

my promises.

this the

knight replied:

grace, rather to die than to
I

be

humbly thank Your Majesty

' The pavilion of Chantilly has a portrait of the Prince of Conde
dressed as a novice of the Saint-Esprit.
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and honors conferred upon me."

He then

kissed the sovereign's hand.

weighed 200 ecus. It consisted of fleurscantoned with rays and flames, enameled
gules, intermixed with three cyphers, forming the letters H. (Henry), and L (Louise). There were no jewels.
collar

de-lys, gold,

On

the death of

master.

its

holder,

Thus some

it

was returned

to the grand-

of the decorations acquired a cer-

tain extrinsic value, independent of their intrinsic w^orth,

from the

fact that they

celebrated men.
it

To

had been v/orn previously by

heighten the effect of the

was w^orn over a small sur-cape

collar,

of rich green texture.

In 1578 Henry sent M. de TAubespine to Rome to
submit to the Vatican a draft of the proposed order, and
to ask the Sovereign Pontiff to authorize a yearly levy
of 200,000 crowns, chargeable to the united revenues
of the old abbeys and priories throughout the kingdom.

His intention was to use the funds thus raised in founding commanderies for his knights. In other words, he

planned to model his order on the military fraternities
of Spain, in which, according to the system of encomiendas, a dignity was accompanied by a grant of land, or
its

revenues.

' In the
museum of the Louvre, Hall of the Bourbons, there are
on exhibition costumes worn by Knights of the Holy Ghost. Likev/ise
some of their collars and crosses. Mention should be made also of
a fine mace. It bears the date 1584 85, and was ordered for the
society by its founder. The upper section of the staff, an ornamented
cube, has four delicate reliefs, depicting important events in the early
history of the order. It is surmounted by a beautiful dove. There is
a censer, too, dated 1579 1580. It has the form of a pillared temple, arabesque in design, and was used when the knights had their
celebration at the Grands-Augustins.
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Only three
This plan aroused fierce opposition.
been levied
pounds
had
years before, in 575, a million
1

on the clergy with the consent of Rome.

They

without
it is true, but not
Fresh burdens of a permanent character were

reluctance.

great

mitted,
piled

upon them.

sub-

now

to be

Seculars and regulars rose as a

man

and protested vigorously against the odious measure.
Moved by this determined protest. Pope Gregory XIII
wisely declined to authorize the

To

give

some semblance

tax.^''

to the title of

commander,

the king then assigned to each knight a pension of one

sum

This

thousand crowns.

w^as the equivalent of the

poll tax usually assessed against the highest nobility.

and Louis XIV, in 1685, practically
from the capitation tax
but from all other levies as well. This privilege was
also extended to the widows of lay commanders.

Henry

IV, in 1599,

released the knights not only

To
III

raise the

on December

sum
7,

1

required for the pensions,

Henry

582, decreed that the income arising

out of the "marc d'or," be assigned to the treasury of
The so-called mark of gold was a tax of
the order.

homage paid

crown by those who obtained a

to the

public office.

Another privilege enjoyed by the knights was the
honor of dining with the king on their feast-days. To
us, of

democratic dispositions, this concession

pear small, but

when

sidered a great favor

royalty

was

in

power,

it

may
was

ap-

con-

and was eagerly sought.

Even among the knights a shade of discrimination
The knights-officers were not admitted to the

obtained.

"Cf. Histoire de France, Dareste, Tom. IV, Lib.

Henry

III,

Freer, Vol.

II, p. 223.
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that distinction being reserved to the

prelates and commanders. In 603 Henry IV, who was
a jolly good fellow, removed this restriction, but in 661
the commanders questioned the propriety of the change
and succeeded in reviving the original custom, to the
1

1

great disappointment of the officers.

From what

has been said so

far,

it

is

clear that the

Royal Order of the Saint-Esprit embraced politics, soand religion, under the form of an honorary military order.
It was not, however, as some have sup-

ciety,

posed, a religious military order in the strict sense of
the word, such as the Templars or the Teutonic Knights.

The

fact that

Henry

proposed society to

members were

Rome

submitted a sketch of his

led

some

to

assume

that

its

subject to the Rule of St. Augustine.

This assumption

themselves by

111

is

vow

gratuitous.

The knights bound

to observe their regulations.

This

obligation, binding in conscience, naturally fell

under

power and jurisdiction of the Keys. This is why,
in 1608, Henry IV petitioned Pope Paul V to dispense
the knights from receiving Holy Communion on the days
of reception, and also to authorize them to admit to their
ranks foreigners and non-naturalized residents of
France.
The Sovereign Pontiff not only granted this
petition, on February
6, but two months later (April
the

1

1

7) issued a bull authorizing the knights to

make such

changes in their constitution as they judged advisable.

They took advantage of this permission and changed
some of the original regulations. One of the changes
introduced w^as to open their ranks to foreigners and
aliens.
As a result of this ruling we find two illustrious Italians admitted in 608. They were Don Jean
1
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Antoine Ursin and Don Alexander Sforze-Conti. Other
distinguished foreign members were John Sobieski
(1617), his sons Alexander and Constantine, Frederick
Augustine II of Poland, Maximilian Joseph, Elector of
Bavaria, and a number of Spanish and Italian nobles.

When

was knightrecipients
other
decorations
conferred
the
envoy
ed, an
had to present themselves in person to the grandmasa foregin ruler or prince of the blood
;

ter.

Before going any farther,
to recall the tragic

August,

was

1

589, he

end of

fell

let

Henry

us pause a

On

III.

moment

the

first

a victim to a zealot's dagger.

childless, and so had been his brother Francis,

had died

five years before.

The

line of the Valois

of

He
who
was

therefore ended.

A

fierce and bloody w^ar ensued over the succession,
because Henry of Navarre, the heir presumptive, was a
It was nevertheless
Calvinist, and therefore ineligible.
he that emerged victorious from among the competiPartly from policy and partly from conviction
tors.
he embraced the Catholic faith. In 595 he was ofDuring the
ficially recognized by Pope Clement VIII.
interval between the death of the last of the Valois and
the reconciliation of the first of the Bourbons, the SaintEsprit had no grandmaster.
This is why Henry IV is
sometimes called its second founder, or restorer. Besides the changes already alluded to, he also, in deference to public sentiment, which had been disturbed by
insinuating and sarcastic interpretations of the letter L
1

by trophies of arms.
in 1601 he introduced the custom of decorating
the young princes of the blood with the "Cordon Bleu,"

in the

grand-collar, replaced

it

And
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His eldest son,
to be thus

familiarly called.

the future Louis XIII,

was the

first

minor

honored.

custom an anecdote
his charming memoirs.

In connection with this

corded by Saint-Simon, in

A

certain

De

is

re-

Puysieux, a relation of his had been

sent to Switzerland

by Louis

XIV on

a rather

difficult

mission, of w^hich he acquitted himself with great success.

ments.

The king was pleased and profuse

To

his surprise

in

compli-

he noticed that the stout

diplomat affected disappointment. Piqued by

this,

little

Louis

demanded an explanation.
De Puysieux replied:
"Though the most honest man in the kingdom, you
have not kept a promise made fifty years ago." "What
promise?" asked the king.
"Don't you recall," the

diplomat replied, "our playing blindman*s buff at my
grandmother's one day, and how you placed your "Cor-

don bleu" on

my

back to disguise yourself? Well, after the game, when I returned the cross, you promised to
confer it on me, as soon as you became master." (Louis
w^as very young at that time, and did not actually rule
"And now," he continued, "you have
until 1643.)
been grandmaster so long, and the 'Cordon' has not yet
come."
On reflecting, Louis actually recalled the
promise, and at the following chapter De Puysieux was
decorated.

To be

member

was a highly
more
so than
cherished honor at all
in the reign of Louis XIV, when France was the forea

of the Saint-Esprit
times, but never

most nation of the world.

Among the prelate-comman-

was Anthony Cardinal de Noailles
His family gave to France some of her

ders of that epoch,

(1651-1729).
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and ecclesiastics.
We
was he who approved the
provisional constitutions of the Fathers of the Holy
Ghost, a missionary order founded at Paris in 706 by

leading marshals, diplomats,

might also mention that

it

I

Poullart des Places.

De

Noailles stood in high favor w^ith the king, but

had the misfortune of approving,

in his capacity of arch-

bishop of Paris, a book entitled Moral Reflections by

who

Quesnel,

This w^as bad enough;

w^as a Jansenist.

but worse was to defend the work, through
pride, after

Now,

Rome

had censured

wounded

it.

of the things Louis detested most heartily,

Jansenism was one. No wonder, then, that the Cardinal's conduct greatly incensed and displeased him;
so much so, in fact, that in a fit of anger he peremptorily
ordered the prelate to return his "Saint-Esprit."

To

grew alarmed.

Naoilles

De

allay the royal wrath, he

addressed to Louis the following words, a line of the

"Ne projicias me a facie tua, et Spiritum
Sanctum tuum ne auferas a me." Cast me not away
from thy face, and take not thy Holy Spirit (the
Miserere:

—

decoration) from me.
king,

Thomas Gray
Versailles in

posed

This clever reply placated the

and the Cardinal retained

1

his cross.

w^itnessed a reception of knights at

739.

When, many

years

later,

he com-

immortal "Elegy," did he hear premonitorily
Revolution sound
the knell of the illustrious Order?
It would almost
his

in poetic rapture the thunders of the

seem

so,

when we

"The boast of

And

all

famous

recall the

heraldry, the

that beauty,

—

all
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alike th' inevitable hour,

The paths

Men

0vhtv

of glory lead but to the grave.'*

come, and

men

What

go.

is

They,
and their

true of collective bodies.

als, is

entrance on the stage of

life

true of individutoo,

have

exit.

their

The Or-

der of the Saint-Esprit did not escape this law.
1

titles

of nobility in France

6,

On

790, the Constituent Assembly suppressed

June

1

all

same body
Order
of
the Saintabolished the Military

officially

;

and

in 1791 the

Esprit.

As

and other suppressed royal
orders, Napoleon founded the "Legion of Honor," on
May 9, 802. In theory the Legion was intended to be
a substitute for

1

at

it

1

once the safeguard of republican principles, as well

as a

remedy

for the abolition of all distinctions of rank,

as created directly or indirectly

by

tlie

nobility.

In real-

an expedient to smooth the track of the Empire, as much as anything else. It did not, however,
endure long in its original form. After the overthrow
of Napoleon at Waterloo, the Confederates entered
Paris in the summer of 1815, and restored the Bourbons to pow^er.
ity

it

w^as

The

XVI ascended his ancestral
He did not dissolve the Legion,

brother of Louis

throne as Louis XVIII.

but he greatly modified

it.

On November

revived the Order of the Saint-Esprit.

much

of

its

pristine splendor,

it

16, 1816,

he

Though shorn

of

w^as nevertheless again

esteemed the principal honorary order of France.
In 1817

Denmark

conferred the Order of the Ele-

phant (her greatest distinction) on Louis XVIII. The
Danish ambassador anxious to extol the excellence of
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this favor,

claimed:

on presenting

its

insignia to the king, ex-

"Sire, notre Saint-Esprit a nous, c'est

phant; daignez

le

recevoir"

elephant; deign to receive
the effct produced

by

—

it.

un

our Holy Ghost

ele-

an
Needless to comment on

Sire,

is

his infelicitous assertion.

He was succeeded by
who was crowned May 29, 1825. The following day he enrolled thirty-six new knights. Two of
Louis XVIII died in 1824.

Charles X,

them, the Prince de Castel-Cicala and the Duke San
Carlos were aliens. Receptions w^ere held in the chapel
of the Tuileries in
826 and 827, each time on the
Feast of Pentecost. The last reception during the Res1

toration took place

1

on Pentecost,

May

30,

1

830.

The
began with a chapter in the Tuileries.
knights and novices then proceeded to the chapel to assist at Mass, which w^as celebrated by the Bishop of
Metz. After Mass was over, Charles received the Archbishops of Paris and Bordeaux, the Princes De Polignac and De Broglie, the Duke De Nemours, the Marquises D'Ecquervilly, De Verac and De Conflans, and
the Counts De Durfort, De Roy, De Reille, De Cosse,
and De Bordesoulle.
Tw^o months later, popular dissatisfaction, known
It

as the "July Revolution," drove Charles

X

into exile

and replaced him by Louis Philip, "King of the French."
At the same time the Order of the Holy Ghost was
again dissolved and abolished, apparently forever. Sic
transit gloria mundi.
During the Restoration sixty-three members were
enrolled. In 864 there still lived the following French
knights:
Le due de Nemours (the son of Louis Philip), Le due de Mortemort and M. le vicomte Dambray,
1
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Master of Ceremonies, and the following six foreign
members: Ferdinand I, uncle of the Emperor of Austria,
L'infante Charles Louis de Bourbon, L'infante don
Francois de Paul, father-in-law of the Queen of Spain,
Don Miguel of Portugal, Alexander 11, Emperor of Russia,

and the Archduke Francis, father of the

France, Deux. Part. p. 214.)
istence under

Henry

111,

This Order came into ex-

the last of the Valois, and un-

der Charles X, the last of the Bourbons,

No

history of devotion to the

plete without

w^e saw^,

Emper-

late

(Bulletin de la Societe de L'Histoire de

or of Austria.

some reference

were dedicated

it

disappeared.

Holy Ghost

will

to

members, as

it,

for

its

be com-

to the Divine Spirit."

Any

study of the Saint-Esprit, however limited and
would be incomplete without at least a partial
We
list of the more brilliant members of this order.
begin with the grandmasters. They w^ere eight in number: Henry III (1578—1589); Henry IV (1595—
short,

1610); Louis Xlll (1610—1643); Louis XIV (1643—
(1715—1774); Louis XVI (1774—
1715); Louis
Louis
XVllI
(1816—1824); and Charles
1790);

XV

X

(1824—1830).
About a dozen knights w^ere at the same time members of the French Academy. The more illustrious of
these were: Melchior, Cardinal de Polignac

(1661

—

1742); Frangois Joachim, Cardinal de Bernis (1715
1794); Pierre Sequier (1588
1672); Lomenie de

—

" Henry III was the third son of Henry II and the last of his
rule.
Charles X was the third grandson of Louis XV, and
the last sovereign of that family. This circumstance recalls the rather
strange fact that so far all French dynasties have ended with three
brothers ruling in succession.

house to
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Brienne (t
794) Louis Antoine de Pardaillan- Aus(1665
1736) Francois de Beauville Saint-Aignau
(t 1687); and Henry Charles du Cambout, Duke de
Coislin (t 1732).
Distinguished prelate commanders were: Cardinal

—

tin

1

;

;

— 1588); Cardinal Charles de
Bourbon (1523 — 1590); Cardinal Jacques Davy DuGrand Almoner (1556 — 1618); Cardinal de
Founder
Academy, and Minister
(1585 — 1642); Cardinal Francois de
Roche— 1645); Cardinal de
Grand Almoner
Gondi,
Archbishop
(1622 — T654) Carde
65 — 729) Cardinal Antoine BarLouis de Lorraine (1556

perron,

of

of the

Richelieu,

State

la

(155^8

foucauld,

of Paris

first

Noailles

dinal

(

1

1

1

;

;

Grand Almoner

(t 1715); Cardinal Pierre
Guerin, Sergent de Teucin, Primate of Gaul ( 680
barini,

1

758) Msgr. Jean de Machault, Minister of State and
Custodian of the Seal (1701
1794); Abbe Joseph
Marie Terray, Controller of the General Finances (1715
1

—

;

— 1778);

Cardinal de Cheverus

(1768—1836),

first

bishop of Boston (1810—1823).

Other renowned members were: De La RoucheMaxims (1613 1680); De
Clairambaut, author of Genealogies, 150 Volumes;
Louis Phelipeaux, Chancelor of the Saint-Esprit (1643
727) Jerome Phelipeaux, Secretary of State (1674
747) Michael de Chamillard, Minister of State and
War (1651 1721); Henry Frangois D'Aguesseau,
Chancellor (1668
1751); Conty, Prince Armand de
Bourbon ( 680—1 710); Louis de Saint Gelais (1513—
1589); Roger de St. Lary Bellegarde (1563—1646);
Henry de Bourbon Montpensier (1573 1608);
Conde, Henry de Bourbon (1588
1646); Henry de

—

foucauld, author of the

—
—

1

1

;

—

;

—

1

—
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Mayenne (1578-1621); Claude de

of Chevreuse, proxy for Charles I of
England, in marriage to Henrietta Marie of France
( 578
657) Frangois Victor Bretevil, Provost of the

Lorraine,

—

1

1

;

(1686—1743); Philibert Orry. Grand
(1689—1747); Prince de Dombes (1700—
1755); Comte D'Eu (1701
1775); Antoine Louis
Rouille, Secretary of State (1689—1760); ChoiseulSaint-Esprit

Treasurer

—

(1719

Stainville, Secretary of State

Comte de Chevigny,

— 1785);
— 1785);

Praslin,

Minister of State (1712

Philippe Egalite, Duke D'Orleans
( 747
1793); De Maupeou, Chancelor (1714—1792); Duke
de Berry (1778—1820); Duke D'Angouleme, son of
the last king of France, and husband of Maria Theresa
Charlotte, the only child of Louis XVI that survived the
Revolution. For the complete roster of members from
1578
1830, see List chronologique des Chevaliers

Louis

1

—

de L'Ordre du Saint-Esprit, par A. Teulet, Paris, Soc.
Hist. Fran. Publication
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