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One

most beautiful modern documents coming from
must be the encyclical Evangelii
nuntiandi, on the evangelisation of peoples, promulgated at
the end of the synod of bishops which studied the same
theme. Pope Paul VI ended the encyclical with these words:
"We can say that the Holy Spirit is the main mover behind
evangelisation: it is he who prompts each person to
announce the Gospel, and he is the one who, in the depths of
each person's conscience, makes him accept and understand
of the

the Church's Magisterium

the

word

of salvation.

We exhort all preachers of the Gospel,

no matter whether they be bishops,
religious, or laity, to

male or female
the Holy Spirit with

priests,

pray ceaselessly to

and fervour, and to allow themselves prudently to be
guided by him, as the decisive inspirer of their plans,
initiatives, and of their whole evangelical activity."
Jesus said, "You will receive power from the Holy Spirit
and you will be my witnesses" (Acts 1:8). You will be my
witnesses, he means, insofar as you are filled with my Spirit.
My Spirit, actively present in you, will put the words into
faith
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your mouths, the expressions into your eyes, the attitudes in
your behaviour, which will allow the Spirit already present
in those you are speaking to, to liberate them and turn them
into children of God. In actual fact, the great beginning of
evangelisation took place on the morning of Pentecost,
through the influence of the Holy Spirit, and in the presence
and under the supervision of Mary.
How necessary it is to live habitually under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit in such a way, that with a single movement,
he can both make us grow in Christ and in addition turn us
permanently into his apostles
for the more I am united to
Christ, the more am I an apostle, and the more I am an
apostle, the more the fulness of Christ can grow in me. How
then are we to go about making sure we give the Holy Spirit
every chance to work in us? How are we to spread and turn
our sails to catch his gentle breeze? The answer is obvious: by
being habitually aware of the presence of God in us and by
being continually present to ourselves, through the total gift
of oneself, making sure we keep a constant attitude of
gentleness, confidence and peace.
Daniel Brottier did not walk along this road at the
beginning. He was still young when he wrote a letter to his
master of novices which springs from an attitude of wanting
to do everything by his own efforts, which was typical of his
natural energy. "I know I will have to do a lot to earn this
great grace (that of martyrdom). Above all I will have to get
down to acquiring the humility I lack and we will achieve
this together, for if I follow your advice to the letter
everything will work out fine". It looks very much as if he
saw holiness as something to be attained all by himself! On
the contrary, of course, sanctity is something we gratefully
.
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-

interior attitude of spiritual poverty,

where we allow the Holy

a return to the situation

Spirit to

take the reins over our lives. Fr. Lallement says in his

book,

The Spiritual Life, that

and allow

full

we must

famous

"cross the threshold"

control over our lives to the Spirit of Pentecost,

with the help of Mary. Daniel was indeed generous and he
rapidly crossed this threshold during his years of ministry in

Senegal.

His physical suffering, his humiliations, his

occasional failures brought

him

to the interior attitude of

humility and confidence which were to be characteristic of

him

for the rest of his

the guidance of the

life.

Holy

This "handing over of himself to

Spirit" (a frequent expression of Fr.

Libermann, the spiritual father of the Spiritans) had already
led him, even before his entry into Auteuil, into a definitive

habitual union with God.

The Archbishop of Paris, Cardinal Verdier, used to come
discreetly sometimes to have breakfast with Daniel. He
would be looking for some wise advice before making an
important decision. He said, "Whenever I came into Fr.
Brother's company, he always seemed to be surrounded by a
halo of light".

When Daniel could not give the Archbishop an

reply, he would say, "Leave it with me, and see
tomorrow brings to the matter".
When Daniel was being beatified, the question arose of
finding an expression which was typical of his holiness, and
the one chosen was, "To think of God means nothing more

immediate

what

light

than not keeping the least detail of our daily

from him"

.

.

.

and

this

presence of the Spirit of
fruits

were easy

to see.

life

separate

formula sums up perfectly the

God

in his apostolic activity.

The

For example, one day he said to a

young woman whose parents were anxious
89
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married
is

not to be married,

Nor

"My child, stay calm. Your vocation
and I am telling you what is clear to me.

off at all costs,

you

You

by
God to carry out a beautiful apostolate in the world and you
will do much more good there than you would if you became
are

called to the religious

a nun, because that

is

not for you."

life.

And

are invited

in fact that

is

how

things turned out.

woman in his chapel, full of tears,
and he whispered in her ear, "My child, go back home. Keep
He saw

calm.

a grief stricken

We are going to pray to little Therese for you,

so have

confidence. But go back to your house immediately for a
child lies there waiting for you".

pray for her youngster
returned

He

home

who was

the infant

was

The

woman had come

at death's door;

when

to

she

better.

could listen to people at great length. His patience was

extraordinary.

He remarked

in confidence to

someone, "One

damage by not listening sufficiently to a
person who had come to see me, and I was very impatient
with her. From that day on I have always promised God
never to act like that again". This patience was a
day

I

did great

manifestation of the living presence of the Holy Spirit in him.

have just received a woman who kept on talking for half
an hour without a pause. I just had to sit there listening to her
problems, and I said absolutely nothing. Do you know what
she said to me, when she was on the point of leaving? O
Father, what a pleasure it was talking to you. Your words did
me no end of good/ And so you see now how easy it is to be
of service to someone in trouble. Let them talk, be
sympathetic, show friendship; most of the time it takes
nothing more than that to set a soul once more on the right
road!" And again he said, "Friendship is the most perfect of
"I
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sentiments, because

the deepest of them.
is. It is

-

What

it is

a rare

the freest, the purest

and

and divine thing friendship

the reciprocal sharing of two thoughts, two wills, two

virtues. Friendship is the forgetfulness of yourself for the

good of someone else. One of the purest ways
happy here on earth is to make others happy !"

of

becoming

Prayer
Dear Father Brottier,
Thank-you for showing me the road to true happiness.
Thank-you for teaching me so clearly how to be docile to the
influence of the Holy Spirit. Help me to hand over my life
completely to his divine influence, so that the
love

may be

manifest in

my life
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and

in

my

fruits of his

apostolate.

