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the early reign of Charlemagne, charitable senti-

ment and activity had not yet devised and erected in
Western Europe that particular type of institution which
provides shelter, refreshment, and protection for the

homeless and the needy.

and

In the East

ments.

in Italy, there

were such

establish-

and to provide for this
Emperor decreed towards the end of the

In imitation of these

civic need, the

eighth century that there be attached to every cathedral

and prominent church

in his realm a hotel, or hospice,

for this purpose.

On

account of the charitable character of these hospices and because in many cases they were built in
close proximity, if not in the very shadow of the House
of God, they were called Hotels of God, a generic term

which survives

in a modified sense in the

French ex-

pression Hotel-Dieu.

summer

war clouds darkened the
political sky of France; an English army landed on her
western shore, invaded her territory, and took the city
In the

of 1356

After the humiliating treaty of Bretigny
(1360), John the Second was carried to England as a

of Poitiers.
hostage.

His son Charles, the Duke of Normandy, then asthe reins of government. So great was the num-

sumed
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ber of poor and homeless persons at the time that the
venerable Hotel-Dieu of Paris could no longer receive

and

shelter all that

At

this

knocked

at its door.

juncture the Holy Ghost, the Father of the

poor, inspired

some persons belonging

to the middle

classes to organize a society for the relief of the poor,

especially the orphans.

This foundation took the form

of a pious league and

was dedicated

Divine

to the

Spirit.

On

February

17, 1362,

it

received ecclesiastical ap-

proval from Msgr. John de Meulant, Bishop of Paris.
It

was

also recognized

by the

joyed the patronage of the

On

V).
ors,

and en-

civil authorities,

Duke

of

Normandy

June 27, 1363, he directed two of

(Charles

his counsel-

Bernard, Count de Vantadour, and Dimanche de-

Chatillon, to purchase for the foundation a property

the west

bank of the Seine, known

on

as the Place de

Greve.

A

few^ years before the municipality of Paris

acquired an estate in the same locality, for the

And on

was

had

sum

of

Hotel
de Ville, a public monument which, for splendor and
beauty, is said to have vied with the famous Tuileries.
This palace was demolished during the Commune of
$14,400.

this site

built the original

May, 1871. A new structure, in many respects reproducing the main features of the original, has been partly
completed on the same site at a cost of five million
dollars.
We give prominence to these details, because
the present Hotel de Ville, or City Hall,

is

the land-

mark which enables us to determine the location of the
asylum erected by the Fraternity of the Holy Ghost.
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the Society

of Pierre de Dunay, a Parisian.
tions

had been made,

it

(Jiftogt

was

After some altera-

was dedicated

to the Third Per-

son of the Blessed Trinity, under the
"The Hospital of the Holy Ghost. "^

The management

of this asylum

a master and four associates.

the property

official title

of

was entrusted

to

In the beginning orphans

were received without discrimination. Later on, however, in
445 Charles VII regulated that only children
under nine years of age, born in Paris or the faubourgs,
1

of honorable parents should be admitted.

The

quality

was thus improved and the standard of
The children were given an orThe Hospital
dinary education and taught a trade.
paid 200 pounds for every boy it apprenticed to a master
tradesman. Such of the boys as evinced a sacerdotal vocation were sent to a seminary. Some of these became
zealous priests. The girls remained in the home until
On leaving the institute
they became marriageable.
of the inmates

the institution raised.

they were given, according to the custom of the times,
a small dowry.
ligious state

A number of the girls embraced the re-

and became nuns.

The average number of children cared for in this
institution was two hundred.
During the reign of
Charles, the home was rendered legally capable of inheriting.

During the seventeenth century the home continued
But outside of its
its noble work.

the even tenor of
w^alls,

the Divine Spirit visibly intervened in behalf of

suffering
*

humanity by

The word

raising

hospital at that time
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peerless apostle of

had the same meaning as
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hospice.
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charity St. Vincent de Paul
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(1580—1660).

Aided

in

a providential way, he succeeded in a short time to
provide means and volunteers to alleviate nearly every

French capital. One
Forty thousand beggars infested

form and phase of suffering
trailing evil

the city,

remained.

many

of

them

in the

as bold

and impertinent as

high-way robbers.

Among

Vincent's most reliable auxiliaries was the
Duchess D'Aiguillon, the niece of Cardinal

devout

The zeal and generosity of this lady was
world-wide. About 1655 she formed the colossal plan
of providing a home for the beggars of Paris.
The proposition was so gigantic that even St. Vincent, who was accustomed to great undertakings, hesiRichelieu.

But the "Ladies of Charity," as the Duchess and
her companions were called, pressed the project. Louis
XIV gave a property, at one time used as a saltpeter factory, and promised an annuity. The Duchess of Aiguillon gave 50,000 pounds, a member of the Bullion family subscribed 60,000 pounds. Cardinal Mazarin conVincent could hesitate no
tributed 100,000 pounds.
longer. Though nearly eighty years old, he undertook
In 1657 the king
this, the crowning work of his Hfe.
tated.

appointed twenty-six gentlemen to take charge of the
institution, which was formally opened March 7 of that
year.

Ten thousand beggars

(the

original

number

diminished as by magic)

availed

home, which was

designated as "The General

Hospital."

On

officially

its

spiritual director.^

on Bishop of Rodez, was the
Vincent de Paul.

ecclesiastic, later
St,

of this

the recommendation of St. Vincent, the

Abbe Louis Abelly was appointed
'
This
rapher of

themselves
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679, the year the reign of Louis

zenith, the

lum had
were

t!)e

number

of inmates of the

greatly diminished.

sufficient to satisfy the

It is

XIV

reached

its

Holy Ghost Asy-

true, forty children

requirements of the foun-

no doubt of cenworks of charity, and possibly also for
economic reasons, on May 23 united this venerable orphanage to the General Hospital of the Salpetriere, an
arrangement which continued until the Revolution, in
dation, but the authorities, desirous
tralizing all

the vortex of which, like so

was swallowed up

many

forever.

0^
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