RADIATING GOODNESS
"I

would

If

we

love to write a book on the art of being good!"

look

randomly

at the

words and writings of

we find many maxims of his on this
which are like a map of his proverbial goodness.
Brother,

Fr.

subject,

"Goodness means giving yourself without limits ... In order
be good you must know how to have pity".
"Goodness expands the heart and opens it to become a
refuge for people in all kinds of suffering. To be good is to
know how to immerse yourself in the details of peoples lives
to
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And

great effort

is

demanded before we reach the

stage of

always being able to avoid getting angry
Goodness means
being master of yourself. You have to observe difficult
situations with tranquillity ... To be good means to
continually be of an even temper, above all when you are
giving orders. You have to know how to be good, while all
the time remaining strong, just, decisive and precise ..."
"If you are of a lively temperament, being good makes you
become calm, and with calm you become strong. Often I am
strongest when I say nothing at all
People think that I do
not see what is going on ... I do, but I wait for the proper
.

.

moment

.

.

to arrive before speaking. In order to

you have

well,

.

.

to

be willing

if

command

necessary to do the thing

yourself".

what makes us most like
nothing worthwhile has ever been done for anybody

Lacordaire said, "Goodness

God

.

.

.
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goodness has been absent, or if goodness was not at hand
in any undertaking". It is very true that if each of us thinks
back on his past life, the people who have influenced us most
are those who have been good to us in our eyes. Every
apostle needs to have as his ideal to be "the reflection of
God's goodness" (Wisdom 7:26). Constant goodness
particularly towards the littlest and humblest people
presupposes a presence of God and a presence to oneself, in
both cases almost permanent. It is only realised after a long
if

period of training in which the apostle learns to allow
himself "to be led by the Spirit of God". Goodness

departure point, but a terminus.
relationship with the

who have

this

Spirit

type of goodness

pearl of great beauty.
will

Holy

It is

not a

the sign of a privileged

who

show

The apostle who

be a source of astonishing

is

is its

it

source. Those

forth as a dazzling

radiates this goodness

light to others.

models for the rest of us. Daniel Brother revealed
a love of humanity in his daily relationships with people and
he drew it from the heart of God. He constantly dealt with
the young as well as the old, showing a noble kind of
courtesy, great consideration for peoples' feelings and
exquisite politeness to all. Fr. Duval was his second successor
in Auteuil, and during the process for Daniel's beatification,
he testified as follows: "The love of his neighbour was so
remarkable that at Auteuil we always called him 'The Good
Daniel'. That was how he was referred to by those of us in
daily contact with him and who are witnesses of his untiring
Saints are

devotion to the children of Auteuil".
Fr.

Brother took very seriously the preparation of the

children for their First

example of his

Holy Communion, following the

illustrious predecessor Fr. Roussel.
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a year a

would
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-

even more

thirty to fifty or

arrive at Auteuil,

taught reading, writing,

months they would be
arithmetic and above all everything

and

for three

about the love of Jesus for them.

work; the

Brother enjoyed this

Fr.

rest of the staff referred to the

well off", but he called

street children

new

arrivals as "the

them "the lightning conductors

of

Auteuil" because he often asked for their innocent prayers
for its success.

He was

full of

joy

on the day

of their First

Communion, and would say to each one, "Are you happy?"
or, "Do you realise that God Himself is now within you?" To
give an even better example of his goodness, the day came

when one

of these "sparrows of Paris" escaped

home, and he was only brought back with great

from his

difficulty.

He

was immediately taken to see Fr. Brother who was having a
conversation in the courtyard of Auteuil. Instinctively, the
gentleman put up his arms to ward off the expected slap
in the face but the priest drew him gently under his cloak, the
little

little

heart beating wildly

all

the time.

When

ceased to be afraid, the saint opened his cape a
all

the while at the

"tamed sparrow"! There

is

the child

had

little,

smiling

now

a statue

of the incident at Auteuil, for the action thus portrayed

was

goodness of Daniel Brother!
He was continually at his desk meeting great numbers of
people who had come to ask for financial help, advice,
really typical of the

spiritual

poorest and the wealthiest found
charity

all

round himself,

all

who

could give help to those

only

knew

the

Here we have

come

for

The
network of

counsel, persons from every social class.

numbers

him

the while introducing those

who needed

of sad people

a poorly clothed

some money, and

creating a

woman

it most. "If you
coming to my office!
who seems to have to

in actual fact she
95
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under her apron. On the other hand, there is
somebody else, well dressed, with all the appearance of
having servants and property, and here she is to ask for
financial assistance. So I end up giving the gift of the former
large donation

to the latter."

He

regarded

his office.

it

as indispensable to be always available in

He was

ready to meet whoever needed his help

during the course of the day, collaborators, workers, the
orphans, but also both rich and humble benefactors of
Auteuil;

and then those

who

help,

widows,

perhaps

of every station in

to their

priests, religious,

shame had

bishops

.

.

.

life

fallen

begging

on hard

for

times,

during his free time he

attended to his immense amount of post, or composed

numerous

the Press. "It
that

I

make his work
by work and hardly

articles to
is

have earned

my success.

I

better

known through

ever leaving

scarcely

move

my

desk,

a muscle, but

who gives the orders from the
everybody knows I am there, and that is where my

like the captain of a ship

bridge,

do not think the President has such a lot
correspondence as I have, and he certainly does not spend
much time as I do answering it". He showed himself most

great strength
of
as

lies. I

generous to those in greatest need, "... paying particular
attention to tramps, and even more to ex-soldiers who were

now

on the streets".
The notice on his office door read, "Enter without
knocking!" One day a visitor did just that and surpised him
in the act of consoling a child who was in tears. He seemed
devastated, for the sufferings of the child were breaking his
heart! In the Bible it says that the mark of the Holy Spirit is to
be gentle and strong at the same time. Daniel Brother
showed forth a calm strength, and never at any time
reduced

to sleeping
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committed an indelicacy or seemed angry. "He was goodness
itself, and that is how he kept calm so well". But you could
often see in his face the effort he was making to stay eventempered, especially
the

end

of a long day. His face

Francis de Sales
saint

when someone came

would turn purple,

just like St.

he showed outwardly no sign of animosity. This was

him

at

did in similar circumstances, but like the

7

the fruit of his long struggle to allow the

lead

him

to bother

in all his

Holy

all

Spirit "... to

ways ..."

Prayer
Dear Father Brother,

What

a lesson for the kind of apostle

which

I

wish

to be!

I

can easily see that your radiation of goodness was the work
of the

Holy

Spirit,

building on a long line of sacrifices,

occasional failures, continually starting
also,

like

invaded

so

many
by

all

over again

.

.

.

You

other saints, allowed yourself to be

always in
peace, in confidence and in the strength which came from
God. That is exactly what I am asking from you today, and I
am sure my prayer will be heard, so that I too can become
little by little "... the reflection of the goodness of God".
little

little,

in the course of the years,

')!

