Index Chapter

THE CONGREGATION

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
A bird's eye view

In lieu of a general index this chapter

lists the eighty countries in which
working since the Congregation's foundation in 1703. The term "country" is taken in a broad sense and does not
necessarily imply political independence. For instance, Guadeloupe and

Spiritans have

worked or are

still

Puerto Rico are listed separately although they are politically overseas
parts of France and the USA respectively. Countries are listed alphabetically by their present names, but former names may be added for easier
identification.

Few details will be

given, except for countries which received

little

attention in the preceding chapters. For each country reference
to the chapters

— if

any — in which they are spoken

some

footnotes supply

is

or no

made

of; bibliographical

additional sources of information.

ALGERIA
Former French

territory in

North Africa; independent

sq.mi. (2.400,000 sq.km.); population:
less

c.

17 million, nearly

since 1962; 920,000
all

Islamic. Catholics:

than 0.5%.

The Congregation went to Algeria in

1901 when it took over an orphanage and agricultural school at Miserghin, near Oran. When Combes'
persecution closed these works a few years later, a verbal authorization
allowed the Spiritans to use the property as a retirement home for old and
sick members. As time went on, the Congregation began to staff some
parishes — up to eight before independence— and in 1951 it re-opened the
orphanage with its agricultural and trade schools. When French immigrants left in the 1960s, parish work was limited to Miserghin, but the
Congregation continued to operate the school until it was nationalized in
1975 and the Spiritan staff had to leave. In 1978 a few Fathers returned to
Algeria to ensure a Christian presence in the country, take care of foreign
Christians and engage in dialogue with Islamic leaders.'
See Ch. X, pp. 393
>B.G., 21, 106 r, 169

f.

ff.;

24, 692; 49, 216

f.;

E.P., 33,

523

24

f.;

35, 107,110; Report

.

.

.

1980, 28

f.
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ANGOLA
Former Portuguese colony in West Africa below the equator; independent since
1974; 480,000 sq. mi. (1.250,000 sq.km.); population: over 6 million; Catholics: c.
50%.

Angola was first visited by a Holy Ghost Father in 1852, but missionary
work began in earnest only in 1866. For nearly a century Spiritans —
mostly French, Portuguese and Dutch— bore the main burden of
evangelization. Since independence, the country is under a Marxist regime. The 1980 record showed about 85 members of the Congregation
working there.

An Angolan-governed

See Ch. VI, pp. 175 ff.; Ch. IX, A, pp. 270
f.; Ch. XIII, pp. 510 ff.

province was established in 1977.^

f.;

Ch. IX, B, pp. 322

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 386

AUSTRALIA
The
failed

mission of Libermann's priests in South-West Australia (1845-48)
aftfer it had started. In 1888 the Congregation opened a

soon

college at Ballarat in the South-East, but withdrew

from

it

in 1891. Since

1971 a group of Irish Spiritans has been working in pastoral care in or

near Brisbane, Queensland, and
See Ch. VI, pp. 195

Ch. IX, B,

ff.;

in

Melbourne,

Victoria.^

p. 315.

AZORES
Portuguese archipelago

in the Atlantic.

From 1892 to 1907 the Congregation staffed St John Fisher College at
Ponto Delgada on the main island San Miguel.^
See Ch. IX,

B.,

pp. 314

f.

BAHAMAS
West Indian archipelago of about 700 islands off South-East Florida.

A

few Spiritans work

Bahama, and other

among

Haitian refugees in Freeport,

islands of this

Grand

former British colony.^

BANGLADESH
Formerly known

as East Pakistan, east

of India.

Since 1968 Irish Spiritans have been engaged in famine relief
this country.^

2Ap.H., 225 ff.; E.P., 35, 17 ff.; Report
26 f.; Report
1980, 43.
*B.G., 16, 319 f.; 24, 310 f.
*E.P., 35, Vi\; Report
1980, 20.
»E.P., 35,

.

.

«E.P., 34, 26; 35, 140.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

1980, 38

f.

work

in
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BELGIUM
Although the Congregation has had Belgian members since the 1840s,
no foundation was made in the country till 1900. It was to provide
missionaries for what was then known as the Belgian Congo. The 1980
records showed that the province counted nearly 100 members and
supplied personnel for five dioceses in Zaire. It also engaged in pastoral
care in Germany, Luxemburg and Belgium.^
See Ch. X, pp. 357

ff.;

Ch. XI, pp. 421

ff.

BOTSWANA
Formerly known

as Bechuanaland, a British protectorate in south central Afindependent since 1966; 220,000 sq.mi. (600,000 sq.km.); population: c.
700,000; Catholics: c. 4%.

rica;

In 1886 Irish Spiritans manned a mission at Mafeking, then the capital
of the protectorate. It failed and they withdrew three years later. The
Irish made a second attempt in 1972 but withdrew again in 1979.
See Ch. IX, B, pp. 322

ff.

BRAZIL
The Congregation has been

in Brazil since 1885, first in education and
from 1897 on, deep in the interior of Amazonia and Acre. After
World War Two, German and Dutch Spiritans extended their work to the
populous eastern regions. In 1973 Irish Holy Ghost Fathers undertook

then,

pastoral care in the South-West, to be followed a few years later, by
Portuguese confreres in the South-East. The 1980 statistics showed Brazil
as one of the main areas of Spiritan endeavors with 200 members
stationed in more than 80 locations. There were 22 Brazilian members.^
See Ch. X. pp. 381

ff.;

Ch. XI, pp. 428

ff.;

Ch. XIII, pp. 491

f.,

520.

CAMBODIA
Now

also called

Kampuchea.

In the 18th century Holy Ghost Seminary supplied the Foreign Missions Society with several priests

who became

bishops in

this

Far Eastern

country.
See Ch.

II, p.

35.

CAMEROONS
Former German colony in West

Africa; under French and British mandate after
independent since 1960; 190,000 sq.mi. (475,000 sq.km.); population: over 7
million; Catholics: over 25%.
1918;

30

ff.,

157

«E.P., 35, 13

ff.,

41

'E.P., 35,

ff.

ff.,

AU\

Report

.

.

.

1980, 24

ff.
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In 1883 Holy Ghost missionaries arrived to prepare a mission, but had

when, soon after, Germany proclaimed a protectorate and Bismarck viewed the Congregation as Jesuit-affiliated. After the colony's
seizure by the Allies in 1916, Spiritan army chaplains replaced the de-

to leave

ported Pallotine priests. In 1923 the Holy See entrusted the area to the
Congregation, and French Cameroons became one of its most fruitful
missions. More than 150 Spiritans, including a number of Africans, work
in eight dioceses of the country, which also hosts the novitiate of the
Central African Foundation.^
See Ch. X, pp. 387

f.;

Ch. XI, pp. 415

ff.;

Ch. Xll, passim.

CANADA
The

recorded missionary from Holy Ghost Seminary arrived in
and for a century others worked among the Frenchspeaking colonists and Indians. But it was only in 1905 that the Congregation opened a house to attract Canadian members. While a modest
French-Canadian province developed slowly, English-speaking Canada
had to wait another half century before Irish Spiritans laid the foundations in Ontario for what was to become the Trans-Canada Province.
French-speaking Canadians provide missionaries for two dioceses in
Nigeria; the Trans-Canada province supplies some religious personnel to
Malawi (formerly Nyasaland) in Africa and has sent more than 150 lay
missionaries to many Third World countries. Both provinces still operate
one high school or college with about 1,700 students, now mostly staffed
by laypeople; man parishes, work among migrants and immigrants, and
strongly foster mission animation. The 1980 statistics show 81 members
for the Montreal-based province and 48 for its Toronto-based sister.^"
first

Canada

See Ch.

in 1732,

pp. 32

II,

Ch. XI, pp. 425

f.,

ff.;

36 ff.; Ch. Ill, pp. 41
Ch. XIII, p. 492.

ff.;

Ch. IV, pp. 100

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 361

f.;

CAPE VERDE
Former Portuguese archipelago, 300 miles from West
sq.mi. (4,000 sq.km.); population: over 300,000; Catholics:

Africa's coast;
c.

1,500

90%. Independent

since 1975.

In 1941, at the request of the Holy See, the Congregation extended

its

care to these islands, whose clergy had almost reached the vanishing

(founded in 1533) is
occupied by a Cape Verdian Spiritan. His clergy of about 50 diocesan and
religious priests includes 12 members of the Congregation according to
the 1980 statistics.'

point. Since 1975 the episcopal see of Santiago

''Report

.

.

.

1980, 30

f.;

E.P., 35,

78

ff.,

284

ff.

'''Spintan TV^u^i, July- August 1978, no. 15, 2 ff.; E.P., 35,

60

246

ff.,

ff.;

Report

.

.

.

1980, 18

ff.

''E.G., 42,

470

{(. Spiritan News, Dec. 1978, no. 18, 4; Report

.

.

.

1980,^0;

E.P., 35,

57

ff.
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Former French colony known

as

Ubanghi-Shari

in central Africa;

independent

since 1960; 240,000 sq.mi. (620,000 sq.km.); population: less than 2 million;

Catholics:

c.

20%.

when Spiritans founded a mission at St Paul of
of the country's capital Bangui. Long suffering
from severe colonial oppression, the area remained greatly underdeveloped. The local Church began to make progress in the 1920s and still
more in the 1940s. The 1980 record showed more than 80 French and
Dutch Spiritans working in three of the six dioceses. The country is still
trying to recover from the excesses of its president and emperor
First

evangelized in 1894

the Rapids,

now

the

site

Bokassa.^^
See Ch. IX, B, pp. 328

f.

CHINA
In the 18th century Holy Ghost Seminary supplied the Foreign Mis-

some priests and bishops for China, but the Congregahad any missions in this country. There are, however,
some ethnic Chinese and even a few China-born Spiritans. ^^
sions Society with

tion itself has never

See Ch.

II,

COMORO

pp. 32.

f.

ISLANDS

French overseas territory between East Africa and northern Madagascar; 840
sq.mi. (2,200 sq.km.); population:

c.

250,000. Islamic, except for immigrants.

The island group came under the Congregation's care in 1843 when
France occupied Mayotte and the off-shore Madagascan island of NossiBe. Bishop Alexander Monnet, former Superior General, died in
Mayotte in 1849 on his way to Madagascar. From 1851 to 1878 the Jesuits
were charged with the islands; then the Spiritans reluctantly took them
back as part of the Prefecture of the Little Malgache Islands. Fully
Islamized — a 1927 report speaks of 598 mosques in the Mayotte chain —
the Comoros offered little prospect and ministry was largely limited to
immigrants. In 1932, when the Capuchins took over the north-western
corner of Madagascar from the Congregation, the islands also became
their responsibility.^^

See Ch. VII, pp. 201

f;

Ch. X, pp. 391

ff.

CONGO
Formerly known as the Middle Congo of French Equatorial Africa; 140,000
'^Ap.H., 219

'^Koren

I,

"»B.G., 11,

ff.;

B.C., 41, 354

45 ff.
377 ff., 781

ff.;

33,

ff.;

448

E.P., 35,

ff.;

35,

30

923

ff.;

f.;

Report

.

.

.

Ap.H., 414

1980, 31.
ff.
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sq.mi. (340,000 sq.km.); population: over

1

million; Catholics:

c.

50%. Indepen-

dent republic since 1960.

The Spiritans arrived there in the early 1880s and till 1940 carried the
main burden of evangelization. The 1980 records showed about 70 mostly
French members of the Congregation continuing to assist the local bishops and priests in leading their Church to full development. Brazzaville,
the capital also houses the theology students of the Congregation's Central

African foundation.*^

See Ch. IX, B, pp. 328

ff.;

Ch. XI, pp. 418

Ch.

ff.;

XU, passim.

CURACAO
One Dutch Spiritan was recorded in

1980 as a pastor

in this

West Indian

island off the coast of Venezuela.

EQUATORIAL GUINEA
Formerly known as Spanish Guinea or Rio Muni on Africa's west coast; independent since 1968; 11,000 sq.mi. (28,000 sq.km.); population: c. 300,000;
Catholics: c. 80%.

French Spiritans evangelized the area from 1884 to 1919, when they
were replaced by Spanish missionaries. The country has been under an
oppressive regime, kept in power by Cuban soldiers. Most priests have
been exiled or imprisoned and about a quarter of the population has fled.
In 1980 two novices from this country made their profession as members
of the Spiritan central African foundation.**^
See Ch. X, pp. 389

f.

ETHIOPIA
Independent country in Central East Africa; 460,000 sq.mi. (1.200,000 sq.km.);
c. 28 million; Catholics: less than 1%.

population:

Since 1972 a group of Irish Spiritans has been involved in ecumenical-

work with the Coptic Church and in community development. At
about the same time, American and Dutch Spiritans undertook the first
evangelization of the nomadic Borana people. In 1980 twelve Fathers
pastoral

were stationed

in Ethiopia.*^

FRANCE
The Congregation

originated in France in 1703, and for about 160
years it was almost entirely composed of Frenchmen. Until the 1930s they
continued to be more numerous than all other nationalities combined:
ff.; E.P., 35, 65
News, Nov. 1978, no.

90

'^B.G., 44, 518

ff,

^^Spiritan

17, 4.

f.;

Report

.

.

.

1980, 31

''Spiritan iV^w^, July- August 1979, no. 23, 4; E.P.. 35,

88

f.;

f.

Report

.

.

.

1980, 37

f.
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Frenchmen versus 1266 others according to
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the statistics of 1929-30.

Until early in the twentieth century senior seminary training remained
all provinces, and until the 1960s the Superior
General resided in Paris. Frenchmen were the trailblazers in virtually all
works undertaken by the Congregation until recent times.
The 1980 census showed a total of 1093 members for the French
province. The majority of them worked abroad, while others were scattered all over France in 27 communities, 16 houses of the Auteuil institute
for homeless boys, and numerous more isolated positions. French Spiritans still run three junior seminaries to train young "Christians open to
Mission with a view to commitment on the level of the local or universal
Church."
Well-organized, committed to missionary situations overseas and
among the numerous refugees and immigrants at home, active in mission
animation in the country, and vocation-wise still among the leaders of
religious orders in France, the province continues to show a surprising

centralized in France for

vitality.'^
It is

useless to give chapter references for France. Virtually

chapters contain

all

materials about French Spiritans.

GABON
Former French colony on

Africa's west coast;

100,000 sq.mi. (270,000 sq.km.); population:

independent republic since 1960;
500,000; Catholics: about two

c.

thirds.

Libermann's missionaries arrived here

War One.

slow until just before World
In 1980

It

in 1844,

rapidly accelerated in the 1930s.

more than 70 mainly French and Dutch

dioceses

but progress remained

worked

Spiritans

in four

under the direction of Gabonese bishops.*^

See Ch. VI, pp. 186

ff.;

Ch. IX, B, pp. 335

ff.;

Ch. XI, pp. 414

ff.;

Ch. Xll, passim.

GAMBIA
Formerly a British colony

in

West Africa; independent since 1965; 4,000 sq.mi.

(11,000 sq.km.); population: over 500,000; Catholics: less than

3%.

Spiritan missionaries arrived here in 1849. Unfortunately, they concen-

on Bathurst— now Banjul — and did not vigorously
extend their action inland until the 1930s. By then most of the country
had become Islamized. In 1980 about 20 Irish Spiritans worked in this
territory. In the same year the novitiate of the West Africa foundation
opened here with novices from three countries.-"
trated their efforts

'*B.G., 34, 937; Spiritan News, April 1979, no. 21,
'9E.P., 35,111 {L; Report.. .1980,51.

^"B.G., 43, 216 ff.; 52(1970), 366
Sep.-Oct. 1980, no. 31. 1.

ff.;

1

ff.;

E.P., 35,

E.P., 35, 118 ff.; Report

.

.

.

92

ff.

1980, 34; Spintan News,
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GERMANY
The

German

province was founded in 1863, but ten years later the
were exiled because of their alleged affiliation with the
Jesuits. Re-admitted in 1895 exclusively for the missions, the province had
begun to blossom when World War One inflicted severe losses. It recovered and was very flourishing when it was wrecked again by the Nazi
regime and World War Two. By 1960, it had regained a membership of
375, but soon suffered from the same crisis that began to afflict all
first

Spiritan Fathers

religious institutions in that decade.

The

province supplied personnel for

German

East Africa and, since

World War One,- for Brazil and Orange Free State in South Africa, in
addition to smaller numbers for the USA, Angola and other areas. At
home it pursues pastoral and mission animation work, and operates two
colleges, mostly staffed

by laymen, with about 1,900 students. ^^

See Ch. IX, A, pp. 282

IX, B, pp. 315

ff.;

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 365

ff.;

Ch. XI, pp. 404

ff.

GHANA
Former colonies of Gold Coast, Togoland,

West Africa; independent

etc. in

since 1960; 92,000 sq.mi. (240,000 sq.mi.); poulation:

c.

10 million; Catholics:

c.

15%.

The area was visited in 1878 by Fr Louis Charles Gommenginger for the
purpose of founding a mission at Kumasi, but lack of money stopped the
project. The founding of a flourishing local Church was mainly the work
of the Society of African Missions and the Divine Word Missionaries. In
1972 Irish Spiritans began to work in the dioceses of Kumasi and Sunyani.
The 1980 record showed more than a score of them in pastoral care,
teaching and seminary training. ^^
See. Ch. IX, B, p. 327.

GIBRALTAR
In 1870,

when anticlericalism

tions there precarious, the

in Portugal and Spain made new foundaCongregation staffed St Bernard College in

hope of attracting aspirants from the Iberian peninsula.
Disappointed, the Fathers withdrew in 1872.^^
Gibraltar in the

GREAT BRITAIN
The
all

first

Spiritan foundation

was made

in 1904,

but

it

was 1946 before

the necessary facilities were acquired for a fully organized province.

slow but steady growth

marked the province

till

the late 1960s.

1; E.P., 35, 13 ff., 72 ff., 240 ff., 411.
1980, 34; Spiritan News, Sep.-Oct. 1980, no. 31,

It

^'Spiritan Neivs, April 1978, no. 13,

"E.P., 35, 121

"B.G.,

ff.;

8, 2 ff.,

Report

739

ff.

.

.

.

1.

A

supplies
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Makurdi diocese

in the
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Benue

State of

Nigeria.

The 1980

record of the province showed 99 members, the majority of

whom worked abroad, from Mauritius to British Columbia, but especially
in Africa.^^

See Ch. X, pp. 360

ff.

GRENADA
From 1894 till 1897
Indian island.

It

Spiritans from Trinidad staffed a parish in this West
was given up because of its isolation from other com-

munities.^^

GUADELOUPE
French overseas department
population:

c.

in the

350,000; Catholics:

c.

West Indies; 650 sq.mi. (2,000 sq.km.);

90%).

The island was entrusted to the care of the Congregation after the
French Revolution. In 1851 it became a regular diocese, but remained the
scene of serious conflicts between Church and State. This situaton lasted
till these two powers separated in the first decade of the twentieth century.
When the separation resulted in an alarming drop of "imported"
secular clergy from France, the Holy See obliged the Congregation to
propose Spiritan candidates for the local episcopal see; in addition, it
should staff not only its traditional extra-parochial works such as the
college but also vacant parishes with its own members. The same rule was
applied to Martinique, Reunion, Guiana and Mauritius. The new bishops
effectively fostered a native clergy which, however, is not numerous
enough for all local needs. After Vatican Council Two, the requirement
that the local bishop be a Spiritan was dropped.
The 1980 record showed that the number of Spiritans has decreased
from 67 in 1968 to 40 in 1980.^^
See Ch. V, pp. 150

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 378

ff.;

Ch. XI,

p. 427;

Ch. XIII,

p. 521.

GUIANA
French overseas department
(90,000 sq.km.); population:

c.

in

north-eastern South America; 23,000 sq.mi.

55,000; Catholics:

c.

80%.

may have been Fr William Cocquart, chapexpedition of Acadians, who went there in 1764. The
territory was officially entrusted to the Congregation in 1777 when it
assumed the obligation of providing 20 priests for the colony. After the
Its first

lain

Spiritan missionary

of the

ill-fated

24E.P.,35, 83

ff.,

"B.G., 17, 827
2«Koren I, 372

170 ff., 411.
19,206.

f.;

ff.;

Janin ll-lV, passim;

E.P., 33,

106

ff.;

35, 124

ii.;

Report

.

.

.

1980, 21

ff.
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turmoil of the French Revolution,

it

resumed

this mission,

bers were expelled by the government in the 1890s.

and eleven years

but

its

mem-

They returned

in

colony became a vicariate headed by a
bishop. It is now a regular diocese, but has almost no local clergy. The
1980 statistics showed a Spiritan staff of 20 priests and Brothers.^^
1924,

See Ch. IV, pp. 90

f.,

Ill

later the

ff.;

Ch. IX, B, 340

ff.;

Ch. XIII,

p. 521.

GUINEA
Formerly known as French Guinea, on Africa's west
1958; 95,000 sq.mi. (250,000 sq.km.); population:

coast;

c. 41/2

independent since

million; Catholics:

c.

40,000.

Invited by King Katty's sons, who had been educated at the mission of
Goree, Senegal, Spiritans from Sierra Leone opened the first mission in
Boffa in 1877. Understaffed and with a fully Islamized immediate hinterland, the mission made little progress until the early 1900s.
In 1967 the government expelled all foreign missionaries and three
years later the Guinean Archbishop of Konakry was condemned to prison
for life. Since his release in 1979, a few expatriate missionaries have been
allowed to enter the country .^^
See Ch. XIII, pp. 518

f.

GUINEA-BISSAU
Formerly known

as

Portuguese Guinea; independent since 1974; 14,000 sq.mi.
c. 700,000; Catholics: c. 8%.

(36,000 sq.km.); population:

This small republic went through the same turmoil as the other Portuguese colonies in Africa. Since 1979 an international team of three or
four Spiritans works among the Mandyaka, an ethnic group in the
north-west which has remained untouched by Islam. ^^

HAITI
Independent western third of Hispaniola

island in the

West Indies; 10,500
c. 75%.

sq.mi. (28,000 sq.km.); population: over 6 million; Catholics:

The first two missionaries from Holy Ghost Seminary went to this island
quarter of the 18th century. The island gained independence

in the last

during the French Revolution, but

became more or

in the

ensuing turmoil

its

Church

In the 1840s Libermann's priests tried to

less schismatic.

arrive at reconciliation, but this goal was achieved only in 1860.

Despite the island's very turbulent history, the Spiritans worked there
uninterrupted from 1860 till the late 1960s in a variety of functions, but
2^Koren

Koren

ff.; Janin I-IV, passim; B.G., 32, 427 ff.; 44, 322; R.H.C.,
Report
1980, 22 f.
2«Ap.H., 103 ff.; B.G., 42, 196 ff.; E.P., 35, 232; Report
1980, 30.
2»E.P., 35, 31 f.; Report
1980, 19 f.

1950, 173

II,

ff.;

83

f.;

E.P.. 35,

128

I,

ff.;

397

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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most of all in St Martial's College in the nation's capital. In 1969, however,
by a generous act of "clemency" the government of President Frangois
Duvalier expelled them for "communist" activities.
The exiled Haitian Spiritans made their headquarters in Brooklyn,
N.Y., and undertook to work there and in the Bahamas among the

numerous refugees from

home

their

See Ch. IV, p. 93; Ch. VII, pp. 238
Ch. XIII, pp. 521 f.

ff.;

country. ^'^

Ch. IX, A, pp. 296

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 380

ff.;

INDIA
In the 18th century Holy Ghost Seminary supplied the Foreign Mis-

some personnel for its mission in India, and in 1828 the
began to provide priests for the non-Indian population
Superior
Spiritan
enclaves
of Pondicherry and Chandernagor. The CongreFrench
of the
own
manpower
to staff the trade school of Chandernagor
gation used its
Pondicherry
collegeof
(1879). In 1880 it proposed one of its
(1861) and the
own members as local prefect apostolic. He worked successfully toward
the abolition of the separatejurisdiction for non-Indians. It came about in
1886 with the creation of the Archdiocese of Pondicherry and allowed the
sions Society with

Congregation

to

withdraw from India.

See Ch. IX, B, pp. 339

f.

IRELAND
The foundation of

began in 1859 with
It was followed five
years later by Rockwell College, Tipperary, and in 1890 by St Mary's
College, Rathmines, Dublin. Irish Fathers and Brothers participated
from the start in the overseas apostolate, but for a long time it proved

what was

to

difficult to

The

a Spiritan province in Ireland

become Blackrock

much

generate

College, near Dublin.

interest for Africa in Ireland.

in the 1920s, and Bishop Joseph Shanahan
of Nigeria deserves a substantial share of the credit for helping to kindle
the country's general enthusiasm for Africa, which also made the Holy
Ghost Fathers the largest religious congregation of men in Ireland. At its
zenith, about 450 of them worked in Nigeria and Kenya alone, and
another 160 in Sierra Leone, Gambia, Tanzania, Mauritius, Trinidad,

big change

came about

and other countries.
At home the Congregation expanded by opening St Michael's College
(1944) and Templelogue College (1966) in Dublin. Together, the five
schools enrolled about 5,000 students in 1980. Abroad, the province also
Brazil

took charge of numerous educational institutions.
Since 1970 the Irish Spiritans have been working on an almost worldwide scale "from Alaska to Zambia." The 1980 statistics showed a total
3«E.P., 35, 31

f.;

Report

.

.

.

1980, 19

f.
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membership of 748, of whom 420 worked abroad and the other were in
Ireland, including the retired, the semi-retired and about 60 seminarians.
About 75 men were active in education, while other worked in pastoral
ministry, mission animation and relief work. ^'
See Ch. IX, A, pp. 278

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 370, 392

f;

Ch. XI, 412

ff.;

Ch. XIII, pp. 503

ff.

ITALY
founded a province

Surprisingly, the Congregation has never

although

it

usually has

had some

Italian

members

staffed a junior seminary at Suza in northern Italy

French youths

whom

in Italy

for about a century.

from 1904

It

to 1920 for

persecution did not allow to pursue their studies in

the home country.
In 1853 the Spiritans founded the Pontifical French Seminary in

Rome,

which Pius IX entrusted three years later to the Congregation "in perpetuity." A separate international house of studies for members of the
society was opened in Rome in 1949 but closed in the late 1960s.
In 1966 the generalate transferred from Paris to Rome. The 1980
record showed about 40 Spiritans stationed in Italy.^^
See Ch. IX, pp. 276

ff.;

Ch. X, p. 353; Ch. XI, 396

ff.;

Ch. XIII,

p.

476.

IVORY COAST
Former French colony

in

West Africa; independent since 1960; 125,000 sq.mi.
c. 5 million; Catholics: about 13%.

(125,000 sq.km.); population:

In 1843 and 1844 the area was the scene of the disaster which struck
Libermann's followers at Assinia and Grand Bassam during their first
expedition in Africa. The territory was subsequently evangelized by the
Society of African Missions. The 1980 record showed one Dutch Spiritan
stationed in Abidjan, the capital, as a catechetical expert.^^
See Ch. VI, pp. 184

ff.

KENYA
Former

British colony in East Africa;

(580,000 sq.km.); population:

The
is

c.

independent since 1963; 225,000 sq.mi.
about 2^/2 million.

14 million; Catholics:

archdiocesan see of Nairobi,

now occupied by

a

Kenyan Cardinal,

the direct successor of the ancient Spiritan Zanguebar

bar^*— mission, "the Mother of All Churches

— or

Zanzi-

which goes
back to the precolonial era of the 1860s. Since then the Congregation has
been working in the area, although no residence was founded in
'^Zanzibar united with Tanganyika in 1964 and
^^Spiritan

News, Sep.-Oct. 1979, no. 24, 2

32B.G., 22, 477

"E.P., 35, 193.

ff.;

29, 721

f.;

E.P., 35, 11

now

in East Africa,"

has

its

f.;

E.P., 35, 131 ff.

f.,

106,

222

f.

own

bishop.
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present-day Kenya

till

1892.

The

violence of the
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Mau Mau movement

of

the 1950s did not direcdy affect the Spiritan missions in a serious fashion.

The 1980

statistics

showed more than 120 mostly Irish Spiritans workKenyan bishops in three dioceses. There is a

ing under the direction of

heavy concentration — ten residences — in the capital city of Nairobi with
its population of one million, the glitter of a modern metropolis, and the
unimaginable miseries of African slums inhabited by the disinherited of
the earth.^^
See Ch. IX, A, pp. 271

ff.;

IX, B., pp. 326

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 388

ff.;

Ch. XIII,

p. 490.

LIBERIA
Founded

colony of freed American slaves on Africa's west coast in 1822;

as a

independent since 1847; 43,000
Catholics:

c.

sq. mi.

(110,000 sq. km.); population:

c.

2 million;

31,000.

Libermann's

first

missionaries began their

work here

in

1842 at Cape

Palmas, but withdrew to the Ivory Coast after losing three men in two
months. For forty years the country remained without Catholic priests
until the Spiritans made a new effort in 1884. Protestant opposition

forced them to concentrate on the people in the interior, but death and
disease led to their withdrawal three years later. The Montfortists tried in

1903 and likewise failed. Success, however, attended the efforts of the
Society of African Missions, which came in 1906. Since 1973 there is again
a Spiritan presence in the country. The 1980 records reported four Irish
Holy Ghost Fathers in pastoral and seminary work near Monrovia, the
capital.^^

SeeCh. VI, pp. 180

ff.

LUXEMBURG
Grand Duchy bordered by Germany, Belgium and France;
c. 360,000; Catholics: over 90%.

1,000 sq.mi. (2,600

sq.km.); population:

The Congregation considered the founding of a house in Luxemburg
members expelled from Germany in 1873, but the project was
dropped in favor of the USA. A few Belgian Spiritans do pastoral work in
the duchy, and the Congregation usually has a few Luxemburgers among
for

its

members.

MALAGASY
Former French colony of Madagascar

to the south-east

of Africa; independent

again since 1960; 230,000 sq.mi. (590,000 sq.km.); population:
Catholics: over
^'•'B.G.,

44, 144

8 million;

c.

25%.
f.;

53 (1971), 89 ff.;Spirilan Neivs, Oct.-Nov. 1977, no. 9, 2 f.; E.P., 35, 141 ff.
M. Bane, The Catholic Stan of Liberia, New York,

^'B.G., 13,750ff.; 14,349ff.; 15,439ff.;

1950, 87
^«
f.

ff.;

R.H.M.,

E.P., 35. 239.
5,

407

ff.;

B.C., 35, 81

1

ff.;

53(1971), 96

ff.;

E.P., 35, 164

ff.;

Report

.

.

.

1980, 40
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Catholic missions to the island had ceased in 1674, but were resumed in
1830 when it was included in the jurisdiction of Henry de Solages, Prefect
Apostolic of the Spiritan mission of Reunion. He died there in 1832. His
successor reached the island in 1845, but was forced to withdraw. After
Bishop Alexander Monnet died in 1849 before landing on the island, the
Madagascar mission was ceded to the Jesuits.

The Congregation returned to the island in 1898 and took over the
evangelization of the neglected northern third of the immense mission.
As success attended its efforts, the original vicariate was repeatedly subdivided. The 1980 records showed 60 mainly French and Swiss Spiritans
working in the Archdiocese of Antiserana (Diego Suarez) and the Diocese
of Mahajanga (Majunga) under the direction of Malagasan bishops.^^
See Ch. VII, pp. 203

f.;

Ch. X, pp. 391

Ch. XIII,

f.;

p. 491.

MALAWI
Former

British colony in east central Africa;

sq.mi. (120,000 sq.km.); population:

Since 1971 Spiritans

c. 5'/2

independent since 1964; 37,000
c. 20%.

million; Catholics:

from Ireland and Trans-Canada have been work-

The 1980 statistics reported eight of
seminary teaching and pastoral care.^^

ing in the Archdiocese of Blantyre.

them

in

MALI
Former French Sudan

in

north-western Africa; independent since 1960;

460,000 sq.mi. (1.240,000 sq.km.); population:
1%.

6 million; Catholics:

c.

less

than

Spiritan missionaries from Senegal began to work here in the 1880s and
founded missions at Kita, Kayes and Dinguira. They surrendered them to
the White Fathers in 1901.
See Ch. IX, pp. 320

f.

MARTINIQUE
French overseas territory
tion:

c.

350,000; Catholics,

West Indies; 420
85%.

in the
c.

sq.mi. (1,200 sq.km.); popula-

Martinique was entrusted to the Congregation after the French Revolumost parishes were staffed by priests from Holy Ghost
Seminary while, starting from 1853, the Congregation used its own manpower for local colleges and extra-parochial works. From 1912 on, its
members also took over parishes for which no secular clergy was available.
Since 1972 the Archbishop of Fort-de-France is no longer a Spiritan. The
1980 record showed about 40 members of the Congregation stationed in
tion. Until 1912

the island. ^^
See Ch. V, pp. 154

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 373

"E.R, 35,175 f.
3»Koren I, 383 ff.; Janin ll-lV, passim;

ff.,

378

E.P., 35,

f.;

176

Ch. XIII,

ff.

p. 521.
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MAURITANIA
Former French colony in north-western Africa; independent since 1960;
420,000 sq.mi. (1.700,000 sq.km.); population: c. 1.300,000. Islamic republic.
In 1955 the country was

added

to the Spiritan Prefecture

of St Louis,

Senegal, but ten years later the Holy See established the Diocese of

Nouakchott. The 1980 statistics showed five parishes and missions staffed
by ten Holy Ghost Fathers. Christians numbered about 7,000 — all immigrants.^^

MAURITIUS
Former Dutch

French (1721) and British (1814) colony; independent
Ocean; 720 sq.mi. (2,000 sq.km.); population: c.
one million; Catholics: 30%.
(1639),

since 1967; island in the Indian

Its

national "hero"

whom Libermann

is

James Laval, the first missionary
and who is credited with converting

the Blessed

sent there in 1841

time the Congregation has always parFrom 1868 till 1881 and again
from 1938 till the 1970s, it also operated a college there. Most of the clergy
is now Mauritian. In 1980 more than 20 French, Irish and English Spiri-

60,000 former

slaves. Since that

ticipated in the pastoral care of the island.

tans were working in Mauritius.^"
See Ch. VII, pp. 226

ff.;

Ch. X,

p.

380; Ch. XIII, p. 491.

MEXICO
In 1970 priests from the Spiritan Province of the

work

in this country.

The 1980 record showed

USA-West began

to

nine Fathers staffing five

missions. ^^
See Ch. XIII,

p. 521.

MIQUELON ISLANDS
French overseas

territory, off the coast

sq.km.); population:

c.

6,000, nearly

all

of Newfoundland; 93 sq.mi. (240

Catholic.

Holy Ghost Seminary began to provide priests for them in 1765, but it
was only after 1815 that the islands enjoyed a peaceful existence. From
1874 till 1892 the Congregation ran a small college in St Pierre; it was
re-opened in 1920, but with an increasingly larger lay staff. Since 1971 the
islands are governed by a bishop. The 1980 record showed four Holy
Ghost Fathers in pastoral work there. ^^
See Ch. IV, pp. 96

ff.;

Ch. IX, B,

p. 341.

^^Annuaire des dioceses d'expression franqaise, ed. 1962; E.P., 35, 231 f.
I, 427 ff.; B.C., 6, 76 f.; 8, 643 ff.; 10, 216 ff.; 11, 572 ff.; 12. 873

""Koren
ff.

''E.P.,35,283.

"B.C., 26, 607

ff.;

28,

246

f.;

29, 244; 53(1971), 5

f.;

E.P., 35, 222.

ff.;

53(1971), 104
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MONACO
From

1910

till

the late 1930s the Congregation maintained a house in

this tiny principality in

southern France.

It

served mainly as a

home

for

invalids."*^

NAMIBIA
Formerly (or

also)

sq.km.); population:

c.

known

as

South West Africa; 320,000 sq.mi. (825,000
c. 20%. Still struggling for independ-

750,000; Catholics:

ence from South Africa.

From their headquarters in Omaruru French and Irish Spiritans
founded missions in the northern part of the territory in the late 1870s
and early 1880s. Local warfare led to the destruction of the missions, and
the area was officially passed on to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in
1892.
See Ch. IX, A, pp. 270

f.

and

B, pp. 322

ff.

NETHERLANDS
The first house of the Congregation was opened in 1904. Exceptionally
from the 1930s till the late 1960s when Holland with one

flourishing

percent of the world's Catholics supplied ten per cent of the Church's
missionaries, the province sent priests and Brothers to most Spiritan
missions and especially to Tanzania, Angola, Cameroons, the countries of
French Equatorial Africa, and Brazil.
The 1980 statistics showed a membership of more than 450, of whom

270 were stationed abroad. Non-retired members
pastoral work and mission animation.^"*
See Ch. X, pp. 358

at

home engage

in

ff.

NIGERIA
Former

British colony in

West Africa; independent since 1960; 360,000 sq.mi.
c. 65 million; Catholics: c. 4 million.

(925,000 sq.km.); population:

French Spiritans opened the first Catholic mission in south-eastern
Nigeria in 1885, but it took twenty years before significant growth occurred. The Church began to flourish when Irish Holy Ghost Fathers
concentrated on education. From the 1930s on, German, FrenchCanadian and English Spiritans opened missions more to the north in the
present Kwara and Benue States. In the south-eastern region, among the
Igbo people, there exists a flourishing province of the Congregation.

The 1980

record reported about 160 Spiritans in Nigeria, including 60

'B.C., 25, 562 f.; last listing in E.P. 26 (1936), 11.
*E.P., 35, 183 ff., 411.
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expatriates.

The

war

civil

See Ch. IX, B, pp. 336

ff.;

1960s had led to the departure of

in the late

about 300 Irish Holy Ghost

539

Fathers."*^

Ch. XI, pp. 412

ff.;

Ch. XIII, pp. 501

ff.

PAKISTAN
In 1977 a small international team went to the Diocese of Multan.

These
and English Spiritans work among the Marwari people, sharing the
simple food and life style of the local population. ^^
Irish

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Eastern part of the island of

New Guinea

in the

South-West

Pacific;

formerly

administered by Australia; independent since 1975; 180,000 sq.mi. (460,000
sq.km.); population: c. 2V2 million; Catholics: c. 28%.
Irish Spiritans went to this country in 1971. The 1980 record showed
seven priests attach to this missionary group in the Diocese of Kerema.'*''

PARAGUAY
In 1967 Trinidadian Spiritans founded a mission in this Latin Atnerican

country. In 1980 the mission was staffed by an international team of about
twelve people and cared for 150 villages in two dioceses. ^^

PERU
From

1898 the Congregation operated St Louis College in the
Lima. American Spiritans worked among Indian shanty
town dwellers near Arequipa from 1966 till 1970.
1891

till

capital city of

See Ch. IX, B,

Ch. X, pp. 381

p. 314;

f.;

Ch. XIII,

p. 521.

POLAND
Holy Ghost Fathers made the first foundation in 1921
had regained its independence. The young province was
virtually wrecked by World War Two and its aftermath, but revived in the
1970s. In 1980 it reported 41 members and 12 novices.^^
Polish- American

after the country

See Ch. X, pp. 364

Ch. XIII, pp. 489

f.;

f.

PORTUGAL
The earliest Spiritan foundation dates from 1867. The 1910 revolution
destroyed a thriving province, closed its colleges and exiled its members.
•E.P., 35, 161 ff.,

170

ff..

«E.P., 35, 200; Report

.

.

^E.R, 35, 201; Report
«E.P., 35, 201 f.; Report
.

.

.

.

.

194 ff., AW; Report
1980, 42 f.
1980, 43 f.
1980, 27 f.

.

.

.

.

.

1980, 34

f.
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They returned

in 1919 and again brought the province to a flourishing
condtion — this time as a purely missionary institute serving Angola and
later also Cape Verde. After the revolution of 1974 and the liberation of
the colonies, Portuguese Spiritans began to work also in international
teams in Africa and Latin America, among immigrants in northern
Europe and North America and in dechristianized parts of Portugal. The
province's organization known as LI
is the principal instrument in the
country's mission animation. The 1980 statistics showed a membership of

AM

273 and eight novices.^"
See Ch. IX, A, pp. 291

Ch. X, pp. 354

ff.;

ff.

PUERTO RICO
USA Commonwealth
population:

c.

island in the

3 million; Catholics:

c.

West Indies; 3,400 sq.mi. (9,000
85%.

sq.kni.);

American Holy Ghost Fathers began to work in this overcrowded island
The 1980 record showed 24 Fathers there, and a group of 16

in 1931.

university students preparing to enter the Congregation.^^
See Ch. XI, pp. 428

f.;

Ch. XIII,

p. 521.

REUNION
French overseas territory
poulation:

c. V2

in the

million; Catholics:

c.

Indian Ocean; 970 sq.mi. (3,000 sq.km.);

95%.

Libermann
became a regular
diocese, the Spiritans began to concentrate on social and educational
works, but in 1912 the Holy See obliged them to name one of their own
members for the episcopal see and to assume full responsibility for the
island's pastoral care. As the local clergy became more numerous, the
Spiritans handed parishes over to them and in 1975 a diocesan priest
again became the local bishop.
The 1980 record showed 40 members of the Congregation in Reunion,
nearly all of them in parish work.^^
Its

religious care

sent his

first

was entrusted

priest there in 1842.

See Ch. V, pp. 151

f.,

154

ff.,

to the

Congregation

When in

Ch. VI, pp. 169

in 1815.

1851 the island

f.,

233

ff.;

Ch. IX, pp. 274

ff.;

Ch.

XIII, p. 491.

RODRIGUEZ
Belongs to Mauritius; about 350 miles north-east of Mauritius in the Indian
Ocean; 42 sq.mi. (104 sq.km.); population: c. 20,000; nearly all Catholic.

1980, 17
"B.C., 40, 16 f.; 41, 10, 171; 45, 115 f.; E.P., 35,203 i.\ Report
''"SpintanNews, May-June 1979, no. 22, 1 ff.; E.P., 35, 205 ff., 411.
s'E.P., 35, 213 ff.; Report
1980, 22.
=^2Koren I, 418 ff.; Janin ll-lV, passim; E.P., 35, 216 ff.
.

.

.

.

.

.

f.
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The

island received

its first

Thevaux there

missionary

when

the Blessed
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James Laval

He

converted virtually the entire
population. No resident priest could be assigned to the island, but it
continued to be served intermittendy by Spiritans from Mauritius until a
secular priest became its pastor in 1870. Ten years later, the Congregation
assumed charge for five years; then returned in 1889 to stay. In the early
1970s six Spiritans took care of the pastoral ministry and operated an
agricultural school, but since then the service of the island has been
returned to the bishop of Mauritius.^^
sent Fr Francis

in 1847.

RUSSIA
Although the Congregation has never had any houses in Russia, several
its members were born in the country. Moreover, we cannot pass over
in silence that at least 42 members and 26 novices and aspirants lie buried
there after dying on the batdefield or in prisoners of war camps during
World Wars One and Two. These figures do not include those tho are only
vaguely known to have died "on the eastern front." The last of these war
victims was Fr Alphons Magin, who died in a prison hospital in 1947. He
had refused repatriation lest his fellow prisoners be left without a priest.
They wrote his epitaph: "He died that we might live."^^
of

SAINT BARTHELEMY and SAINT MARTIN
Since 1951 French and Dutch Spiritans provide pastoral care
two small French West Indian islands. ^^

in these

SENEGAL
Former French Colony

in

West Africa; independent since 1960; 76,000 sq.mi.
c. 4V2 million; Catholics: c. 4%.

(200,000 sq.km.); population:

The oldest

Spiritan mission in this largely

Mohammedan country dates

from 1779, but remained largely limited to St Louis and Goree. In 1846
Libermann's priests founded a mission at Dakar, which became the
pivotal point for the development of a local Church. The 1980 statistics
show about 75 Spiritans in the country. ^^
See Ch. IV, pp. 109 ff.; Ch. VI, pp. 179
Ch. XI, p. 411; Ch. Xll, passim.

ff.;

Ch. IX, A, pp. 267

ff.;

IX, B, pp. 320

ff.;

SIERRA LEONE
Former

British Protectorate in

West Africa; independent

sq.mi. (72,000 sq.km.); population:

c.

3 million; Catholics:

c,

since 1961; 28,000

2%.

^^F. Delaplace, Le Pere Jacques-Desire Laval, Paris, 1932, 258; B.C., 1, 83; 3, 62, 343
236, 424; 6, 949; 12, 904 f.; 13, 1040 f.; 16, 832; 53(1971), 107; E.P., 33, 432 f.
^*Ratb, Mortuarium der Deutschen Provinz .... pp. 53 ff., 167 ff., 203.

*5E.P., 33, 109; 35, 125.

^«Ap.H., 78

ff.;

Koren

I,

508

ff.;

E.P., 35,

223

ff.

ff.;

4,
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and branched out to Guinea,
and Nigeria. In Sierra Leone they labored in the most difficult
circumstances without much success until, after World War Two, they
Spiritan missionaries arrived here in 1864

Liberia

could develop a large educational system in the interior. The 1980 record
listed 70 mostly Irish Spiritans engaged in pastoral care and education. ^^
See Ch. IX, A, pp. 269

f.

SOUTH AFRICA
In 1886 Irish Holy Ghost Fathers staffed a mission at Mafeking on the
border of Transvaal, but gave it up three years later. Their German
confreres returned to South Africa in 1923 and laid the foundation for
the future dioceses of Kroonstad and Bethlehem in Orange Free State.
The 1980 statistics show 23 Spiritans in the Bethlehem diocese. ^^
See Ch. IX, B, pp. 322

f.

SPAIN

made in 1903 and 1913 — 1870 if one
was 1950 before Portuguese Spiritans seriously
attempted to start a province in Spain. The 1980 record indicated a small
but energetic province of 32 members. ^^

The

foundations were

earliest

includes Gibraltar — but

See Ch. X,

p.

it

389; Ch. XI, p. 431.

SWAZILAND
Former

British protectorate in south-eastern Africa;

6,700 sq.mi. (17,000 sq.km.); population over

independent since 1969;

milHon; CathoHcs: about 10%.

'/2

Since 1978 one Irish Spiritan works in pastoral care in this country.^"

SWITZERLAND

A

first

1913, but

foundation was made in 1891 and others followed in 1904 and
it was 1919 before a province began to be established. By 1970 it

ranked third in the country with 75 overseas missionaries, especially
Madagascar. The 1980 statistics reported 105 Swiss Spiritans.^*

in

TANZANIA
Former German colony of East

Africa; after

World War One Tanganyika

Territory as a British mandate; independent in 1962; united with Zanzibar as

Republic of Tanzania

in 1964;

million; Catholics: over

"Koren

I,

5«Koren

I,

523
557

365,000 sq.mi. (950,000 sq.km.); population:

20%.

ff.;

B.G., 4, 97

ff.;

B.G., 33, 154

5«B.G., 52(1970), 343
•*«£.?., 35, 140.

"'B.C., 52(1970), 187

ff.;

43, 115

ff.;

52(1970), 369

ff.;

53(1971), 58
E.P., 35, 86 ff.; Report

ff.;

E.P., 35,

ff.;

.

243

ff.,

411.

ff.;
.

.

ff.;

E.P., 35,

1980,

17.

E.P., 35,

240

ff.

232

ff.

c.

16
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Spiritans founded the first 19th century Catholic mission on the East
African mainland in 1868 at Bagamoyo. It became the starting point for
all inland missions in Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda. French, German,
Irish, Dutch and American Spiritans took part in the task of evangelization. In 1980 about 70 expatriate members of the Congregation still
worked in the country; there were 20 African members of the East Africa

foundation, which had started to send missionaries to Zambia.''^
See Ch. IX, A, pp. 271

B, pp.

ff.,

326

Ch. Xl\, passim; Ch. XIII,

f.;

p.

490.

THAILAND
Formerly known

independent country in south-eastern Asia; 200,000
40 million; Catholics: about V2%.

as Siam;

sq.mi. (500,000 sq.km.); population: over

In the 18th century Siam received some missionaries from Holy Ghost
Seminary through the Foreign Missions Society. The 1980 records show
one Irish Spiritan on relief work in Bangkok.*^^
See Ch.

II, p.

35.

TRINIDAD
Former Spanish and

West Indies; independent since 1962;
million; Catholics: c. 35%.

British colony in the

2,000 sq.mi. (5,000 sq.km.); population:

c. I

French Spiritans founded St Mary's College there, but its staff was
gradually replaced by Irish confreres. In the 1940s Trinidadian Spiritans
began to play an increasingly larger role, which eventually gave rise to the

autonomous province. Fatima College was added in 1945,
some local parishes were staffed by the Congregation, and missionaries
from Trinidad went to work in Nigeria and Paraguay.
The 1980 record listed 37 members belonging to the Province of

creation of an

Trinidad.^"*

See Ch. IX, A, p. 278; Ch. X, pp. 380

Ch. XI, pp. 427

f.;

f.;

Ch. XIII, pp. 492

f.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The

first

Spiritan mission

member of the Congregation

arrived in late

1894 or early 1895 as a refugee from Guiana and became a highly respected missionary in Baltimore. Two others followed a few years later.
The last survivor of this group died in 1839. The foundation of a province
had to wait till 1872; in 1964itwasdividedintotwo. At home the American
Spiritans concentrated on work among immigrants, black parishes and
education — Duquesne University and several high schools. Abroad, they
supplied missionaries for Sierra Leone, Tanganyika, Puerto Rico, Latin
America and, more recently, Ethiopia.
«2E.P., 35,

27

ff.,

81

ff.,

152

ff.,

AW;

Report

'"'E.P..35, 140.

"Koren

I,

389

ff.;

Report

.

.

.

1980, 23.

.

.

.

1980, 36

f.

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

544

The 1980 record showed 262 American Spiritans; in addition, more
than 100 others, mostly from Ireland, worked in the States. ^^
See Ch. IV, pp. 1 16 ff.; Ch. VII, p. 218; Ch. IX, A, pp. 292
Ch. XI, pp. 425 f.; Ch. XIII, pp. 489, 521.

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 370

ff.;

VIETNAM
In the 18th century Holy Ghost Seminary supplied the Foreign Mis-

Cochin China (South Vietnam) and
Tonkin (North Vietnam). The Congregation has never had any houses in
Vietnam although it recorded a few Vietnam-born members in 1980.
sions Society with several priests for

See Ch.

35.

II, p.

VIRGIN ISLANDS
From 1793

an interruption from 1810 to 1815, there was a
members of the Congregation in
the Danish West Indian islands of St Croix and St Thomas, now USA
1819, with

till

Spiritan presence of one or two mission

territory.^''

SeeCh. IV,

p. 116.

ZAIRE
Formerly called Congo Free State and Belgian Congo, in central Africa; independent since 1960; 905,000 sq.mi. (2.300,000 sq.km.); population: c. 25 million;
Catholics: c. 42%.

After preliminary explorations from 1874 on, the

first permanent
founded at Boma in 1880. When the country came
under the control of King Leopold of Belgium and French Spiritans were
no longer welcome, the missions passed into the hands of the Scheut

Spiritan residence was

The Congregation, however, returned to the Congo in 1907 with
members in the Katanga province. Their peaceful work there was
tested on January 1, 1962 when 20 Spiritans were murdered at

Fathers.

Belgian
cruelly

Kongolo.
The 1980 record showed 36 Spiritan priests and Brothers of various
nationalities working under Congolese bishops in six dioceses. ^^
See Ch. IX, B, pp. 328

ff.;

Ch. X, pp. 385

f.;

Ch. XI, pp. 421

ff.

ZAMBIA
Former British colony of Northern Rhodesia in south-central Africa; independent since 1964; 290,000 sq.mi. (750,000 sq.km.); population: c. 5 million;
Catholics: over 20%).
«5E.P., 35,

««Koren

257

II,

ff.,

160

"^E.P. 35, 35

ff.

ff.

268

ff.,

276

ff.,

411.
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Irish Spiritans arrived in this country in 1971, and the 1980 record
showed about a dozen of them engaged in pastoral and seminary work.
Tanzanian Spiritans went out as missionaries there in the same year.^^

ZANZIBAR
Island off the coast of East Africa; British protectorate in 1890; independent in

1963, but united with Tanganyika in 1964 to constitute Tanzania; population:

c.

300,000; Islamic except for immigrants.

In 1862 Zanzibar

became the

starting point of the Spiritan missions in

East Africa under the protection of the local sultan. In 1980 the Holy See

appointed a Tanzanian Spiritan the
See Ch. IX, A, pp. 271

«»E.P., 35,

295

«»E.P.,35, 157.

f.,

82.

f.;

first

IX, B, pp. 326, 332

resident bishop of Zanzibar.^^
f.;

Ch.

XU, passim.

