THE CROSS AND THE GLORY
"Penitence

permanent necessity which we

the great
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must never for
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minute abandon, and which we must

take absolutely seriously
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Let us offer

crowned with thorns, waiting patiently
throughout everlasting

to

it all
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who have

Our afflictions

be generously borne in this difficult

Christ

meet him again

eternities, we, that

sacrificed all in order to follow him.

to
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reunited with this Supreme Good.

"Was

it

not necessary that the Christ should suffer and so

enter into his glory ?" (Lk. 24:26). Jesus spoke these

the

two

words

to

on the road to Emmaus on the evening of
while he was walking with them on the road

disciples

his resurrection,

and explaining

to

them everything

in

the

Scriptures

concerning himself. In addition, he said in another place,

"The disciple is not greater than his master" (Mt. 10:24-25).
This "was it not necessary", in the sense of an absolute
necessity, links suffering to the glory of the cross. The apostle
is thus called by Our Lord to carry his cross with him,
literally to drag his own cross behind that of the Master, even
to the extent of joining himself to Jesus on his cross of
redemption "... achieving with him the work of redeeming
fallen man". St. Paul wrote, "I complete what is lacking in the
sufferings of Christ for his body which is the Church" (Col.
1:24).
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Christ in order to realise the
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mysterious love which goes so far as to invite
privileged disciples to take part with him in his very
his

is

crucifixion for the salvation of the world. In this sense, the

Christian

becomes

beautiful love story

out in their

own

all

which

is

understood by those

who

is

live

a
it

lives.

superior general, Archbishop

Hunsec, said,
is to the redounding merit of Fr. Brother that he achieved
he did in spite of terrible headaches", which were the

Fr. Brother's
"It

a co-redeemer with Christ. This

result of contracting typhoid fever
old,

an

illness

which was never

le

when he was

fully

twelve years

cured and which

left

him weak during the time of his studies and got worse with
the burdens and worries of his apostolate. If anyone
mentioned the pain he invariably answered, 'The boiler is
close to bursting
or "I have a bad old head and it has to be
borne with". He also said, "A person needs to know how to
Nothing ever happens
suffer, to wear his crown of thorns
without God wanting it to". He used, even abused, aspirin,
sometimes. When he had an important meeting after lunch,
he used to pour a whole tube, ten aspirin tablets, into his
soup. He was sometimes surprised by his friends sitting at
his desk, his head in his hands, weeping copiously: "... a real
crown of thorns." It was this invisible stigmata which kept
him in the state of being a co-redeemer with the suffering
Christ. Nobody ever heard him complaining about it.
His mental sufferings were even more burdensome.
Through jealousy, that scourge of human relationships, he
was accused publicly of using the donations he received for
his own purposes, and of soliciting money in a very
indiscreet way out of mere greed. He took the trouble to
explain everything in the Auteuil Courrier and in articles in
77

;

.

100

.

.

DAY FIFTEEN

-

THE CROSS AND THE GLORY

the Press, but the lies never

let

up. Luckily, the Archbishop of

and encouraged him.
But over and above these humiliations which never
affected his person and for which he thanked his crucified
Paris always defended

Lord, his greatest source of affliction
accept into Auteuil

all

the

was

the inability to

young people who were

in

such

'The doctors are trying to find the reason for my
illness, but if they knew the people in pain who knocked
continually at my door, and my inability to give relief to all
of them, they would know what is tearing me apart
nowadays". How often he sobbed for very frustration in the
solitude of his sleepless nights! It was a sorrow which cut
him to the bone
The pain of those children wandering
aimlessly, of the teenagers whom nobody wants, broke the
loving heart of Fr. Brottier, the tender "compassionate
distress.

.

.

.

Christ".

anyone cuts open my heart, they will find there an
". Of course, the
orphan and the cathedral of Dakar
cathedral of Dakar - the African Memorial - was finally
complete. The consecration had been fixed for 2nd February
1936, a Marian and a missionary feast. Cardinal Verdier
"If

.

himself

was named

.

.

as Papal Legate. All January, Daniel

was
and

busy sending out official invitations to those ladies
gentlemen who were to board the steamer specially
chartered for the occasion. But Daniel felt himself getting
weaker; would he, who had done more than anybody else for
the African Memorial, be able for the journey?

Out

obedience he consulted his superior general, Archbishop

Hunsec,

at the instigation of his doctor, in

clearly the will of

order to
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God. The answer was unambiguous:

his state of health does not allow
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to leave France".

FIFTEEN DAYS OF PRAYER WITH BLESSED DANIEL BROTTIER

now

Daniel said, "Thank-you very much, doctor,

I

can

remain amongst my children".
On 2nd February he celebrated in Auteuil a Mass of
Thanksgiving in the presence of the benefactors of the
African Memorial and among his dear orphans, who,
knowing how disappointed he was, had secretly organised a
surprise party for him. On the occasion he was overwhelmed
and addressed a message to them which because of its
lyricism needs no comment. "My children, words fail me to

my gratitude

express

given

me

this

to

morning.

me

family feast makes

Cardinal to Dakar.

I tell
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I

for this great surprise

am

deeply affected. This private

happier than

if I

had followed the

you, children, that

I

always find

happiness in your presence, and you are the ones

me

And

you have

my

who give it

had known twenty-five years ago when I
started working for the African Memorial, that I would be
spending the day of consecration here with you, it would
have been recompense enough. While we are on the subject
to
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of Dakar, let

doing

it

all

happened
everything

if I

me

say that

the
fell

hand

we

never for a

of

We

God who

is

moment thought

have

why, as long as

moment, and

we have

God

for

His

breath within

should continually be blessing God, and

of the mercies of

of

to see in all that

so arranged events that

into place at the proper

greater glory. That
us,

I

out of vainglory.

we

will sing

for all eternity afterwards".

Later he said, "I finally collapsed on the

2nd February, the

day when Simeon said his Nunc Dimittis (Now let your
servant go in peace, Lord). Soon I will be in heaven chanting
the praises of God". Afterwards there would be found in his
breviary a picture of Our Lady, on the back of which there
was a "A prayer to Mary in case one finds oneself dying alone"
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Daniel died alone on 28th February 1936,
the morning, in the Hospital of

brought on the
the presence of

He was
was

15th.

God

buried in

beatified

//

St.

at four o'clock in

Joseph, where he had been

Mary immediately introduced him

into

to enjoy the eternal vision face to face.

his

,/

chapel of

by Pope John Paul

II

St.

Therese

at Auteuil.

on 25th November

He

1984.

Prayer
Dear Father Brother,
Praying with you today about your close association with
the cross of Jesus and your sharing in his glory, my heart is
full of gratitude for the great joy of being able to walk with
you along the road of your marvellous apostolic life.
I entrust myself to you as well as all those men and women
whom Our Lord entrusts to me in my own apostolate, and
also all those

who

will read this book, so that in following

you we may correspond
love of

God

with the plan of the eternal
for each of us. May God Our Father be forever
fully

glorified!

103

