Main Sources
Very few personal papers concerning des Places survive in the General Archives
of the society he founded. The great fire which devastated Rennes in 1720 wiped
out the des Places family home and papers. The French Revolution suppressed
his society, confiscated the seminary premises, and removed its records. Luckily
the original manuscript of des Places' retreat notes have survived as well as
his autograph copy of the rule he composed for his seminary. Most of the
documentation about his life and work has come as a result of painstaking research
into other archives, civil and ecclesiastical.
The principal sources used in this work are as follows:
The Writings of des Places: These were published in full both in French and
English by Fr. Henry Koren in his book The Spiritual Writings of Father Claude
Francis Poullart des Places, 1959, Duquesne, 297 pp. Included also in this volume
are the two earliest attempts at biographies of des Places: A memoir by Fr. Pierre
Thomas, CSSp. (1687-1751) who was a student under des Places 1704-09 and
was later a director of the Seminary of the Holy Spirit, and a more brief account
of des Places to be found in the life of St. Grignion de Montfort by Fr. Charles
Besnard, CM., a former student of the Seminary of the Holy Spirit. Thomas'
memoir, in the version which has survived, is incomplete: 24 pages in quarto,
ending its account at 1702. Besnard's account, written in 1767, has some valuable
information not to be found in Thomas' Ms; it appears in Vol. V of his work which
remained unpublished until recent years, cf. Centre International Montfortain,
Vol. IV, of Documents et Recherches, Roma, 1981, pp 274-88.

Joseph Picot de Cloriviere in his life of Grignion de Montfort also devotes
to des Places and though he follows Besnard closely he used
independent sources, cf. La Vie deM. Louis-Marie Grignon de Montfort, Missionaire
Apostolique, etc., Paris, 1785, pp 312-19.
The first major study of des Places was the biography published in 1906 and
re-edited 1915 by Pere Henri Le Floch, CSSp, rector of the French Seminary
in Rome: Une Vocation et Une Foundation au Siecle de Louis XIV - Claude-Francois
Poullart des Places, Foundateur du Seminaire et da la Congregation de Saint-Esprit
1679-1709, Rome et Paris, 1915, 683 pp. The appendix to this work contains
147 pages of transcripts of relevant historical documents.
Bulletin General de la Congregation de Saint-Esprit Vol. 36 pp 468ff gives
transcripts of the relevant documents dealing with the Civil recognition of des
Places' Seminary and Society of the Holy Spirit 1726-34, and the ecclesiastical
approval of the Rule for this Society presented in 1734.
In 1962 appeared what has been accepted as the standard study of des Places
and his times by Pere Joseph Michel entitled Claude-Francois Poullart des Places
foundateur de la Congregation du Saint-Esprit, Paris, 1962, 350 pp. This scholarly
work has stood the test of time but minor additions to the des Places story
have been added by Pere Michel in his contributions to other publications as
mentioned in the text. His most recent work on des Places and the Assemblee
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Joseph Michel, L'Influence de L'AA - Association secrete de piete - sur Claude
Frangois Poullart des Places, Beauchesne, Paris, 1992.
Various issues ofSpiritan Papers have dealt with aspects of des Places' work and
charism: Nos. 3,4,5,7,8,10,16 and 22. No. 16 is devoted to a re-issue of portion of
des Places' writings newly translated.
Le Vie de Monsieur Jfean-Baptiste De La Salle, Instituteur des Freres des Ecoles
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Arnandez, FSC, Vol. 2, Book 3, pp 84ff.
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For information on Rennes in the time of des Places the main source used is Le
Ban at, Rennes, 1911, and for the College Louis le Grand La
vie quotidienne d'un college Parisien pendant plus de trois cinquante ans-College Louis Le
Grand 1563- 1920 by Gustave Dupont-Ferrier, Paris 1921, Tome I.
Other sources as given in the references.
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