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body of missionaries popularly
THE
Congregation of the Holy Ghost
tion of

two

A

distinct societies.

anb

known

is

as the

an amalgama-

brief account of each

of these will help the reader to understand better the

nature and object of the resultant organization.

Claude Francis Poulart Desplaces, the close friend
of the abbe Leuduger and of the Blessed Grignon de
Montfort was born at Rennes, February 27, 679. He
was an only son and destined for the bar. He was educated by the Fathers of the Society of Jesus. During
one of the annual retreats which the students made at
the opening of school, the Divine Spirit powerfully
moved the soul of the ambitious young Claude and convinced him of the vanity of worldly glory and success.
1

This w^as the turning point of his

life.

With

the consent

of his parents he changed the course of his studies,
to Paris,

and

at the College

went

Louis-le-Grand prepared

himself for the ecclesiastical state.

As

a student the abbe Desplaces was distinguished

for charity, humility, and sacrifice.
In 703 he gathered round him a small flock of needy clerical students.
For these he rented and maintained a home near the
Sorbonne. The work was called "The Institute of
1

Poor Students."

By

1

705

—
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Desplaces was only in minor Orders himself,

seventy.

and did not yet understand the designs of God on him
and his companions. But light came. Obedient to it,
he drew up for his household a code of rules and dediPentecost was their
cated them to the Holy Ghost.
principal feast and Mary Immaculate their patroness.
It was the founder's object to form disinterested
learned and zealous priests and missionaries ready to
evangelize the poor and infidels, and to fill the humblest
and most laborious positions, for which priests could
be found with difficulty. Only philosophers and theologians were henceforth admitted into the Institute of
the Holy Ghost.
The young founder was ordained priest on December 7, 707, by the Bishop of Meaux. For the next
two years all went w^ell, the undertaking flourished, and
But on the 8
the plan of God began to reveal itself.
I

1

of October,
isy,

1

709, the abbe Desplaces contracted pleur-

and four days

was

later

His

called to his reward.

M. Garnier, lived just long enough to tide the
bereaved community over the coming winter; he died
in March of the following year.
successor,

From

1

71

to

I

760,

M. Bouic, an organizing

genius,

He gave it a more
on January 2, 734,
the approbation of Msgr. Vintimille, Archbishop of
captained the growing foundation.
definite

form and secured

for

it,

1

He

succeeded in erecting for the Society a spacious stone building on Rue Lhomond in the Latin
Paris.

quarter; he fought the Jansenists, tooth and nail, and

before long opened a seminary for the purpose of evangelizing the colonies of France, even distant China.

So

thorough was the formation and so great the efficiency

—
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of these priests that the Bishops of

Meaux, Verdun, and

them to direct their diocesan seminM. Bouic died in 760.
The next superior, M. Francis Becquet, governed
760 to 788. During his administhe Society from
tration missions were opened in the diocese of Quebec
and in Cayenne, South America. He was followed in
office by the valiant M. Duflos (1788—1803). During
the French Revolution the Seminary was seized, sold,
and converted into a factory. The seventy odd members were dispersed, it is true, but not one apostatized,
not one took the abominable Oath of Allegiance. Some
were martyred at the Carmes and elsewhere. Blind and
infirm, and w^ell-nigh crushed, the afflicted chief could
other places called

aries.

1

1

I

not quite be subdued but clung to a corner of his dear
In 1803

Institute awaiting the return of his brethren.

he w^ent to his rew^ard

at the

age of eighty-two.

During the period of reconstruction (1805

M. Bertout exercised the

superiorship.

— 1832)

Through

his ef-

In 1816 he secured

forts the Society vsras restored.

its

and in 824 its approbation from the
See.
In
823 he re-purchased the confiscated
Seminary, but was dispossessed a few years later during the cholera, when the building was converted into a
legal recognition

Holy

I

1

military hospital.

M. Fourdinier, the Superior from 1832 to 1845,
managed to recover the old home in 1835 and even
secured an appropriation of £2000. He was followed
in office by M. Leguay (1845
1848), who piloted the

—

through the troubled period of 848.
the Society more immediately under the
jurisdiction of the Congregation of the Propaganda.
Institute

1

He brought

—

232

—

.

tCfje

Writing of

Congregation

of tf)e l^olp (gl)0£(t etc.

his establishment

he said: "The Society of

Holy Ghost has for its sole end the glory of God
and the conversion of the blacks; for groundwork, devotedness, self-effacement, and the communion of
prayers and good works." Broken down by insurmountable difficulties, he resigned in 1848, and was
followed in office by the seasoned missionary Father
Monnet, a man of great tact and ability. He enjoyed
the confidence of the shattered Society and was respected by the Spiritains, as the Seminary alumni were poputhe

larly styled.

Here we must rest our recital and take up another
thread. In 826 Francis Paul Libermann, a convert from
Judaism, entered the Seminary of St. Sulpice, Paris, to
While
dedicate himself to God in the holy ministry.
here, he learned from tw^o students, Eugene Tisserand
of Bourbon and Frederick Le Vasseur of St. Domingo,
the sad condition of the colored slaves, and with them
formed the design of founding a society of missionaries to save these abandoned souls.
In
832, on the
eve of the day that was to v/itness his ordination to the
1

1

sub-deaconship,

he was stricken with epilepsy.

never w^avered in his conviction that

God

called

him

He
to

He journeyed to Rome
encouraged in his design. His
health having improved, he was ordained in 841
We
should say that while in Rome he drew up the regulations that were to govern his proposed foundation,
which he dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
At La Neuville, near Amiens, he humbly but confidently began his work on the 27 of September, 1841
He was joined by his former companion, Frederick
the Apostolate of the Negroes.

and

in

1

840 was

officially

1

—
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Le Vasseur, now a

priest,

and by M. Marcellin

Collin,

Two years later the foundation numbered
Among their number was an extwelve.

a subdeacon.
exactly

physician, Father Laval, the future Apostle of Mauritius.

England of Charleston, who was
greatly devoted to the colored race, drew the attention
of Rome to the proselytism carried on by different sects
in Liberia among the negroes that had emigrated from
On his motion the Third Council
the United States.
of Baltimore in 1837 appointed the Rev. Edward Barron, Vicar-General of Philadelphia, to stem this propaganda by counter efforts. Dr. Barron repaired to Cape
Palmas, and after studying carefully the conditions and
needs of the African republic, went to Rome to render
Soon after, he
an account and to receive instructions.
was consecrated Vicar-Apostolic of the two Guineas
and authorized to solicit means and recruit volunteers
In 1833 Bishop

for his vast field.

While in Paris in search of missionaries, Msgr. Barron met Father Libermann. The venerable founder
gave him seven Fathers and three Coadjutor Brothers.
On the 10 of October, 1843, they landed on the island
of Goree, which they left two weeks later and reached
Cape Palmas on November 30. As tbey did not know
English, it was decided that they should not remain at
the Cape, but take up mission work directly among the
natives.
They inaugurated their apostolate on the 3
Father
of December, the feast of St. Francis Xavier.
Bessieux preached to a crowd of astonished blacks by
means of an interpreter, while close by a sacrifice was
being offered to the demon.
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M. Monnet and Father Libermann were not stranThe superior of the Missionaries
of the Holy Ghost sincerely admired the zeal and devotedness of the founder of the Society of the Holy
Heart of Mary. And so it happened that the two chiefs,
gers to one another.

on Pentecost, 1848, decided to combine their energies,
since they pursued practically the same end.

The project was ratified by Rome and the fusion of
two societies took place towards the end of November (1848.) M. Monnet handed in his resignation
and Father Libermann was unanimously elected first
the

Superior-General

which

after certain

of

amalgamated organization,

the

changes was

officially

recognized as

Holy Ghost and Immaculate
Heart of Mary. M. Monnet was appointed VicarApostolic of Madagascar.
the Congregation of the

The

and distinctive object of the Congregation is to form and maintain, in ecclesiastical discipline
and love of abandoned souls, religious ready, at the
special

direction of their superiors, for every service: evangelization of infidels, especially those of the black race;

humble and toilsome ministries, for
Church has difficulty in finding apostolic

painful works;
v/hich holy
laborers.

The Congregation being apostolic in object is essentially composed of priests; but it also admits lay helpers who take the name of Coadjutor Brothers.^ The
^

These Coadjutor Brothers of the Holy Ghost resemble

founded by Blessed Louis Marie Grignon de Montfort.
started three foundations.

One

of these, the Coadjutor Brothers of

the Holy Ghost, numbered seven

—

those

De Montfort

when he

235
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died

(1716).

They were

#laricg of

?^olj> (gi)ogt

tl)t

and Brothers take the same vows and form one
The former occupy themselves with
sacerdotal and missionary w^ork, the latter assist them
by looking after the material and domestic needs of the
various missions and communities.
priests

organic body.

The Society is active in France, Ireland, England,
Germany, Portugal, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, St. Pierre et Miquelon,

Canada, the United States,

Brazil,
Martinique,
Guadeloupe,
Mauritius, and in over twenty provinces of Africa.

Hayti,

Trinidad,

In Africa, the largest theatre of
ciety

had

at the

its

labors, the So-

outbreak of the World War, 165 mis-

183 mission stations, 355 churches,
20 catechists, 7 native
423 Fathers, 226 Brothers,
seminaries, 59 colored seminarians, and directed 495

sion residences,

1

1

Sisters attached to the different missions.

A

goodly

toll

having been taken hy the war, the

Society had, in 1917, 850 Fathers, 628 Brothers, and

about 300 professed aspirants.
Father Libermann died, in the odor of sanctity, February, 2, 1852.

and

He was

his beatification

is

declared Venerable in 1876,

in progress

now.

By

his teach-

ings and writings he infused into the Order the spirit
never very numerous, their highest number being ninety, reached during the superiorship of Father Deshayes, S.M.M., (elected in 1821),

The sphere of their labors was confined to Brittany, w^here they
cooperated v/ith the Fathers of the Company of Mary, mainly by
attending to the domestic needs and temporalities of the missionaries.
They took the ordinary vows of religion and aimed to glorify the Holy
Ghost by devotions in His honor and by doing their manual work in
silence.
When the clock struck the hour they paused to say a short
but fervent prayer aloud. Their headquarters was at St. Laurentsur-Sevre. Four of their Brotherhood were put to death during the
Revolution.
(Diet, des Ordre Religieux, Helyot, Tom. col. 1376-77.)
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and charity, which charLetters
to the number of 1711
members.
acterizes
have been examined and eulogized in the process of
of simplicity, fervor, sacrifice,
its

his beatification.'

The Venerable Libermann was succeeded in office
by the Very Rev. Ignatius Schwindenhammer, during
whose long administration of twenty-nine years the
Congregation developed greatly both its inner life and
It was during his superiorship
its exterior activities.

IX entrusted

that His Holiness Pius

to the Society, in

management of the Pontifical Seminary for
French students in Rome, an institution that has given
to France some of her foremost prelates and churchmen. The founding of Houses in Ireland (1859), in
Germany (1863), in the United States (1873), and in
1853, the

Portugal (1878), were important events in view of recruiting laborers for the missions.

Father Schwindenhammer died in 1881, and was
followed in office by the veteran missionary Father

La Vavasseur, who went to his reward in less
than a year later. In 882 Msgr. Ambrose Emonet, a
disciple of the Venerable Libermann, and previously
Prefect-Apostolic of Guiana, was elected General, and
governed the Society until 1896, in which year he resigned, his herculean frame having been shattered by a
Frederic

1

paralytic stroke.

On
^

Pentecost,

For a

list

1897, Rt. Rev. Alexandre LeRoy,

of the writings of the Servant of

God

see the Life

of the Venerable Francis Libermann, G. Lee, C.S.Sp., pp. 86-100;

Life of the Venerable Francis
fert,

C.S.Sp., pp. 441-442.
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Bishop of Alinda and Vicar-Apostolic of Gabon was
elected Superior-General.^

By

diplomatic tact of the highest order he secured

for the Society, in 1901, State recognition
all

when

nearly

other religious organizations w^ere dissolved. Never-

903 the government closed twelve houses in
On the 7 of August, 909, he had
the consolation of receiving from the Holy See the

theless in

1

France and Algiers.

1

1

definite approbation of the Congregation.

Msgr.

LeRoy

is

a leading authority on matters per-

taining to missions, Africa in particular, and has com-

posed a

series of

important books on Theology, Primi-

and Travels, several of which
have been crowned by the French Academy.
On having been expelled by the May Laws from
tive Religion, Sociology,

their mission in Marienstadt, several

came

members

of the So-

United States in 1873. After prospecting for some time, they accepted an invitation of
Rt. Rev. Bishop Dominic to settle in Pittsburg.
Misciety

to the

' Besides
the Superior-General, a number of other members have
episcopal consecration. They are Msgr. Augouard, titular Archbishop

of Cassiope and Vicar-Apostolic of French Congo; Msgr. Adam, titular Bishop of Tmui and Vicar- Apostolic of Gaboon; Msgr. Allgeyer,

Bishop of Ticelie and Vicar-Apostolic of Zanzibar; Msgr.
O'Gorman, titular Bishop of Amastri and Vicar-Apostolic of Sierra
Leone; Msgr. Vogt, titular Bishop of Celenderis and Vicar- Apostolic
of Bagamoyo; Msgr; Jalabert, titular Bishop of Telepte and VicarApostolic of Senegambia; Msgr. Munsch, titular Bishop of Magnesie
and Vicar- Apostolic of Kilima-Ndjaro; Msgr. Martrou, titular Bishop
of Coryce in Cilicie, and Coadjutor to Msgr. Adam; Msgr. Neville, titular Bishop of Carres and Vicar-Apostolic of Zanzibar; Msgr. John
Tuohill Murphy, D. D., consecrated Bishop of Port Louis, Mauritius;
Msgr. Paul Lequien, Bishop of Martinique; Msgr. Leon Girod, VicarApostolic of Loango; Msgr. Auguste Fortineau, Vicar-Apostolic of
Diego Suarez (Madagascar) and Msgr. G. de la Boniniere de Beau-

titular

;

mont, Coadjutor Bishop of

St.

—

Denis (Reunion).
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and parish work was abundant. Additional Faand Brothers arrived. In 878 Very Rev. Joseph
Strub, Provincial-Superior, and Father Graf opened a
Repeated efforts to concollege for higher education.
duct such an institution had been made by the diocesan
authorities but had to be relinquished as often on acsion

thers

1

count of seemingly insurmountable obstacles.

Thanks

to the indefatigable exertions

and the un-

selfish generosity of the Society, the enterprise

succeed-

ed sufficiently to induce the Fathers to build the hand-

some

structure that

Bluff

and Colbert

now

dominates the eminence on
In

Streets.

1

882 the

institute

was

incorporated as "The Pittsburg Catholic College of the

Holy Ghost,"

w^ith

powers

to confer the usual college

degrees.

Through the unabating efforts of the staff, headed
by
Very Rev. Martin A. Hehir, LL.D., the College
charter was amended in 1911 by the College and University Council at Harrisburg into "Duquesne University of the Holy Ghost." The University comprises the
the

following departments: Law^, Arts, Engineering, Oratory and Dramatic Art, Music, Finance and

Commerce,

Drawing and High School. In 1917 the University had
90 professors and 200 students.
At present the province of the United States has
04 professed Fathers, 28 Coadjutor Brothers,
Scholastics and Novices, 40 missions and parishes, a
1

1

1

1

an apostolic college (Cornwells Heights,
Buck's County, Penna.) where aspirants make their
preparatory studies, a scholasticate for philosophers and
theologians, and a novitiate (Ferndale, Darien P. O.,
Conn.).

university,
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Its

members

are active in the following dioceses:

Richmond, Providence, Hartford,
phia, Harrisburg, Pittsburg,

New

New

York, Philadel-

Orleans, Alexandria,

Rock, Grand Rapids, La Crosse, and Detroit.
Society aims to spread devotion to the Third
Person of the Adorable Trinity among its members and
Little

The

The Holy
Ghost is invoked before the principal actions of the day,
and during the prayers said in common. At the apostolic college there is Benediction and special service in
His memory every Monday. A confraternity has been
erected and a monthly, the Paraclete, is published in His
the souls entrusted to their ministrations/

Whitsuntide

honor.
nity.

gregation.

observed with special solem-

is

The dove-emblem

figures in the

And on May

8,

arms of the Con-

1907, the Rt. Rev. Father

General obtained from Pope Pius

X

an indulgence of
300 days each time for the ejaculation: "Come, Holy
Ghost, fill the hearts of Thy faithful and kindle in them
the

fire

of

Thy

love." (See Figs- 39, 40, 41

,

94.)

^ Encouraged
by the Fathers, the Rev. L. Odziemczewski in 1910
founded at Donora, Penna., a sisterhood which he dedicated to the
Holy Ghost. Rt. Rev. Bishop Canevin wrote the rule. These Sisters
devote themselves to Christian education and now number thirtysix.
As an outward mark of their consecration to the Holy Spirit
they wear a red sash over the habit.
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