INTRODUCTION
Daniel Brottier was born on 7th September 1876 at Ferte Saint

Cyr

His family lived in a

in the diocese of Blois in France.

cottage in the grounds of the country house belonging

little

to the Durfort family,

and

his father

was coachman

to the

landlord.

On the day of his First Communion at the age of eleven, he
realised during a "true heart to heart talk with Jesus" that he

was

called

to

become

a

priest.

He

entered the Junior

Seminary of Blois at the beginning of the following school
year. When he was there one year, he heard a talk on the
foreign missions and felt an intense desire to dedicate
himself to that life. When he was sixteen he entered the
Senior Seminary, and was ordained priest at the age of
twenty- three.

He immediately wished
However, the Bishop of
view of his exceptional

work

to

Blois

enter a missionary order.

would have none

of

it,

qualities as a teacher, told

in a college for the next five years.

It

and

in

him

to

was only on 26th

September 1902, that he finally managed to start in the
novitiate in the Congregation of the Holy Spirit (Holy Ghost
Fathers) at Orly near Paris. One year later, he consecrated
himself to the work of the apostolate. He was appointed to
Saint Louis in Senegal.

moment of his
The Combes Law, of

From

he worked flat
out.
the French Government, at that
time enforced the secularisation of all schools and hospitals.
His previous work as an educator had prepared the young
the

arrival in Africa,
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Fr. Brottier to

take

up

the challenge: his appointment

providential. Unfortunately his health broke
of his excess of zeal; he
after

had

down

was

because

to return to metropolitan

France

only three and a half years in Africa.

On his return, he found out that false accusations had gone
on ahead of him, and that he was threatened with expulsion
from his order. The new superior defended him and he got
down to work with more zeal even than before! But a doubt
kept gnawing at his heart: was he really meant to be
occupied with all this work? Was he not rather invited by his
Divine Master to live the silence of the cloister in a
monastery? He received his reply from the Abbey of Lerins
to which he had applied: his calling was instead to spend his
apostolate in activity. The Bishop of Dakar then asked him to
collect

in

donations in France for the building of the cathedral

known

Dakar, which was to be

Memorial",

"le

Souvenir Africain"

as

"The African

'.

World War broke out in August 1914, Daniel Brottier was
not fit enough to be mobilised. But how could he stay a
stranger to the terrible events of the day?

He

took part in the

creation of a corps of voluntary chaplains, joined the group

and brought with him

hundreds of religious
priests. He always tried to make sure he was on the front line
at the constant risk of his life; he was not even wounded, and
was known as 'The Legendary Chaplain" In the middle of it
all, in 1917, he founded the National Union of Combatants to
be a mutual aid society for ex-soldiers once the war was over.
himself,

into

it

.

On

he got down to
organising this work. Because of his competence, and indeed
his fame, all doors were opened to him! And all the time he
his return to Paris after the war,

continued to beg for

money

for the cathedral in Dakar.
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would

willingly have returned there but the state of his

During those days he heard of the
shipwreck of the ship carrying the Bishop of Dakar and
eighteen of his fellow missionaries on their way back to
what
Africa. Daniel Brother felt devastated and useless
were they going to do with him? Where was all the heroism
he showed at the Front now that he was in the midst of a
health prevented

it.

.

.

.

daily routine?

Suddenly St. Therese of Lisieux entered his life. On his
return from the war, Daniel learned that his bishop had
prayed for his miraculous preservation from death or injury
to a little Carmelite nun, and that he had done this daily for
the four terrible years of the war. Daniel immediately got

down

to reading the Story of a Soul, the life of St. Therese of

away

were
both twin souls. From then on he was to go forward hand in
hand with Therese, both in the intimacy of his heart and
openly in the courage of his actions: he would be a
contemplative in the middle of all his activity!
On 21st November 1923, Brother became Director of the
Orphan Apprentices of Auteuil in Paris. This project had
been founded by Fr Roussel, but was going steadily downhill
due to financial problems. Daniel felt called to radiate the
infinite tenderness of God for those unfortunate orphan boys
and girls whom nobody loved. From now on it was obvious
he was totally engaged in the service of children in distress
the Child Jesus,

and

realised straight

that they

whom he was going to benefit with a first class education.
The situation in the Home for Apprentice Orphans was
more

or less catastrophic but Fr. Brother openly manifested

an unbelievable optimism. Here he was, setting
company of St. Therese. Right away he got
11

off in the

down

to
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constructing a

little

her part, she would be the

What

honour

basilica in her
"little

a beautiful story of love

.

in Auteuil,

mother'
.

.

7

,

and

for

of the children.

completely of course

undertaken for the glory of the Master.
Daniel spent the rest of his

life totally

convinced that

God

work which He wished to see completed,
was
and for which He had long since been preparing Daniel. The
donations arrived in overwhelming amounts. He was able to
make himself an apostle for the poor, because he himself had
the heart of a poor man: and he felt that this is what he had
present in this

been called for.
Everyone who found themselves working with him in the
Homes of Auteuil recognised that he had mastered the art on
really

every level of fraternal collaboration. This enabled him to get
built so easily the large

and beautiful

basilica dedicated to

Therese, and to take part in the construction at a great
distance of the Cathedral of Dakar, while

all

the time the

Homes of Auteuil was growing. He made sure
knew
all about this through the press and through
everyone
number

of

public subscriptions.

Providence

is

the

Love

of

God

at

work

in our lives.

That

was the solid foundation for his apostolic activity.
Everything was bound up with the conviction that
Providence presides over all the events of our existence since
that is where we work out the beautiful adventure of our

idea

eternity.

"Open
showing

the door for him",
a

was

the slogan

on the poster

homeless youngster standing in the

street before

what incited
benefactors and friends, who became daily more numerous.
He made of himself a beggar of love for the young victims of
a society which had been turned upside down. A massive
the barred gates. This cry from the heart

12

is

INTRODUCTION
of good Samaritans rose up in response to his
They were known as "The Heart of Auteuir', because
all these men and women, by prayer, suffering and
generosity, promoted the life of the entire project.
"God's Spirit has sent me to preach the good news to the
poor" (Luke 4:18). Fr. Brother allowed himself to be led by
the Spirit who creates in us "the desire and the action" (Phil.
2:3). In one simple movement the Holy Spirit enabled his
apostle to grow in intimacy with the Divine, and immerse

number
appeal.

himself with others in the mission of the Church.

Soon there shone out from him

above
were regarded

a dazzling goodness,

towards the poor, the little ones, those who
as troublesome in any way. The adjective stuck to him,
"Brother the Good".
The real merit of Daniel was that he achieved all he did
while suffering from attrocious constant headaches. To these
pains of the body were added temptations against virtue.
all

Finally,

when

the

moment came

for

him

to return to

Dakar

opening of his beloved cathedral, he was too sick to
go and remained in Paris with "his children". On 15th
February, he was brought to the hospital of St. Joseph. He
died there during the night of 28th February 1936, under the
motherly protection of Mary. Right to the end, he had wished
to participate in the sufferings of Christ in order to be a coredeemer with Him of those who were his. With Jesus also,
he was glorified in the splendour of his beatification, which
took place in Rome, on 25th November 1984, in the
for the

Pope John Paul II.
Every Christian, no matter his state in life, is called by the
fact of his Baptism to be an apostle, a witness to Jesus Christ
before men and women, both in his own person and in his
activity. Some people live this calling more profoundly and
Pontificate of
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draw us

after them: these are the saints of God. Fr. Brottier is
one of them.
To pray fifteen days with Blessed Daniel Brottier means
that in spending time in his company, we are making
apostles of ourselves, in order to act as he acted.
In every stage of his extremely active life, there gleams one

after the other fifteen facets of his
reflect the essential aspects of the

impressive sanctity. They

journey of his apostolic

and introduce us to prayer:
1) The fundamental disposition of offering
2) Search for efficacious methods
3) Obstacles - how to deal with them
4)

one's

life

to

life

God

Charity in action

5) Purification
6)
7)

8)

The art of uniting contemplation and activity
The ability to be all things to all, men, women
and children
God comes first

9) Spiritual

poverty

10)

A

11)

Complete

trust in

12)

A common service of love

13)

Openness

to the Spirit of Pentecost

spirit of

teamwork
Divine Providence

goodness
15) Undergoing the Cross, enjoying the victory
This is the route which Jesus Himself first of all traced out
for us, as the mysterious source of the greatest happiness for
14) Radiating

his disciples.
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