PREFACE

Much

has changed since twenty-five years ago a general history of the
Congregation of the Holy Ghost was published. Research has discovered
many documents which throw a fresh light on the past; a more open
mentality has disclosed
critical

new

perspectives and allows greater freedom of

expression; Vatican Council

Church and

Two

has profoundly affected the

Moreover, the political
of the world has changed beyond recognition with a bewildering
rapidity. In the second half of the 1950s African political leaders in
Tanganyika and the Congo expressed their hopes that in twenty or thirty
years their countries would be granted independence. Less than a decade
later, most of Africa's colonies had become autonomous states.
When about five years ago the author was asked to update the Congregation's history, it soon became apparent that this task involved more than
some superficial modifications. He saw himself obliged to rewrite virtually
the entire work, omitting much of what was contained in the earlier book,
revamping most of the remainder, and adding subject matter that had
been passed over in silence. In the process he also modified his appreciation of many data of history. Nevertheless, the older work has not become
entirely useless, for it contains much information not included in this
book.
It proved impossible to consider each and everyone of the nearly eighty
countries in which the Congregation has labored in the course of almost
three hundred years without expanding the book into several volumes
and thus making it into a work that would have interested only a few
experts. Thus a selection of subject matter had to be made, and the choice
may not please everyone. The author realizes that he may be accused of
"unpardonable" omissions for the sake of trying to achieve sustained
interest and avoiding tedious repetitions. Like any general history, this
work should be supplemented by regional and local histories.
Undoubtedly, there are other people whose superior qualifications
would have made them more suitable candidates for writing this history.
However, they are involved in other pursuits. Waiting for them to undertake this work would have delayed its completion for many years. In all
its

institutions almost everywhere.
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probability, they will contribute to the critique of this

publication and thus — who knows?

book

after

its

— help prepare another edition in the

distant future.

One must expect that, despite all efforts to avoid errors, mistakes occur
from time to time through ignorance, misunderstanding or incompetence. For all these the author offers his humble apologies.
It should be noted that this book is not intended as a work of propaganda or a song of praise. Rather, it attempts to be an unbiased study.
Glorious achievements are recorded, it is true, but mistakes and failures
are also candidly admitted. Praise and blame are distributed with
equanimity wherever circumstances warrant comment. No one will be
surprised, however, that, in regard to recent events, the text is more
soberly limited to a simple recital of facts and trends in order not to
assume a partisan position in present-day controversies.

There remains now only the pleasant duty of acknowledging

a debt of

gratitude to the many people who have aided in the preparation of this
work. The author may be allowed to single out just a few: Fathers Joseph
Lecuyer and Francis Timmermans, the nineteenth and twentieth Superiors General of the Congregation respectively,

who

took the

initiative in

Amadeu

Martins,
encouraging the writing of this new
research
archival
for
Noel
Leo Layden, Vincent Eaton and Bernard
assistance; Father Michael O'Carroll, who generously undertook the
literary revision of the manuscript but bears no blame for any remaining
imperfections; and Father Joseph Bouchaud, who together with others
took care of its translation into French.
history; Fathers
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