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Holy Ghost

age produces souls in whom devotion to the
God assumes distinguishing proportions.

Spirit of

When

the historian of this grace

the page of the

phenomenon

writes

he

surely

seventeenth century,

will

—

names of Jean Leuduger (1649 1722),
Blessed Grignon of Montfort (1673
1716), and
Claude Poullart des Places (1679—1709).

record the

—

In singling out this trio of Bretons,

we

intention of obscuring the zealous Pere

Grand,

S. J.,

and

his intrepid

disclaim any

Frangois

le

band of Holy Ghost Mis-

sionaries, w^ho during this period

maintained

at white-

heat the spiritual fervor of Brittany, that had been

worked up years before by

that indefatigable apostle,

the Venerable Michael le Nobletz.
Poullart des Places laid the foundation of the well-

known

Missionary Order of the Holy Ghost; Grignon

of Montfort,
for

him the

whose incontestable

title

sanctity has secured

of "Blessed," established three religious

organizations, one of w^hich

was

originally dedicated to

and Jean Leuduger founded The
Daughters of the Holy Ghost, a branch of which Sisterhood is successfully active in the New England
the Divine Spirit;

States.
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The

three founders had formed a close friendship,

the soul of which
the

Holy

Spirit.

was their intense love and devotion to
They were consumed with the desire

of bringing souls to their Divine Master.

wanted

Leuduger

to join the foreign Mission Society of Paris, but

his bishop objected

on the home

field.

and

insisted that

He was

he exercise his zeal

assigned to the small sea-

port of Legue, in the parish of Plerin.

Here,

Renee

among

two chosen souls,
and Marie Balavenue, a

his penitents w^ere

Burel, a relative of his,

who occupied her time in visiting the
cooking broths and preparing remedies for them,
and in instructing the peasant children.
pious widow,
sick,

Renee was a young woman of means, the daughter
and well-to-do farmer. It was her in-

of a prominent

tention to enter the Order of the Ursulines, but her
kinsman, guided no doubt by the Divine Spirit, induced
her to change her mind and to consecrate her life and

means

and uplift of the sick and indigent of her native town. She was to be aided in this
This design
pious enterprise by Madam Balavenue.
was heartily endorsed by M. Allenou de la Garde, the
rector of Plerin and its dependencies.
her

to the relief

Following the advice of her director. Mademoiselle
work by erecting a free school, the
corner-stone of which was blessed by Msgr. Fretat de
Burel began her

Boissieux, Bishop of Saint-Brieux.

This prelate also

examined and approved the tentative rule which the
abbe Leuduger composed for his spiritual daughters.
Henceforth they were to secure the glory of God by
instructing the children of the poor in piety and in ele-
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visiting

and nursing

the sick, especially the indigent.

On

two ladies took
At the
and
obedience.
the vows
same time they consecrated themselves to God the Holy
Ghost and selected Pentecost, along with the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception, for their patronal days.
They adopted for their religious habit, the costume
worn by the Breton women of the time, slightly altered
and made not of dark but of white material, a detail
that has secured for them the popular title of "Les
Soeurs Blanches" (The White Sisters.) (See Fig. 42.)
In
7
an additional associate arrived in the person of Charlotte Corbel. At this time M. Allenou de
la Garde was the ecclesiastical superior of the small
foundation.
He died in 1714, and was succeeded by
his nephew M. Rene Allenou de la Ville Angevin, who
the 8 of December,

1

706, the

of poverty, chastity,

1

1

directed the foundation for over a quarter of a century.

The

first

member

of the fervent circle to finish her

course and receive her reward
herself.

She died on the

1

was Mother Renee Burel

5 of June,

1

720, at Legue,

the field of her labors, her prayers, and her sacrifices.

Father Leuduger followed her two years

later.

His death was profoundly mourned in all Brittany,
where he had labored like an apostle for upward of
half a century.
His remains were laid to rest in the
cathedral of Saint-Brieux of which he had been made
a canon in recognition of his great merits. His tomb
fittingly occupies a place in that

the

town of which

it is

venerable pile that, like

the glory and crown,

is

dedicat-

ed to a Celtic saint of the third century. To his spiritual
children, the Daughters of the Holy Ghost, his resting
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a shrine, sacred and precious, and recalls to

place

is

them

his oft repeated

dying without pain
without comfort.

The growth

is

admonition that the comfort of
well worth the pain

of living

of his foundation w^as slow but hardy.

number. They conducted a school which M. Allenou had erected in the bourg
of Plerin with the approval and encouragement of Msgr.
Vivet de Montellus.
In

728 the

1

In

1

733

Sisters w^ere ten in

Marquis Charles

at the invitation of the

Lady Marie Anne de la
the house of Saint Herblon was

Rene de Ternulier and

of

Tronchaye, his wife,
opened in the diocese of Nantes.

In 1741 the Sisters sustained a great loss in the de-

parture of the

Abbe Allenou

for

the

missions

of

After laboring for a period of over seven

Canada.^

named co-adjutor to the Bishop of Quebec,
before he was consecrated. On the Octave of

years he w^as

but died

All Saints,

1

784, he w^rote a farewell letter full of pa-

ternal tenderness to his beloved spiritual daughters of
Plerin.

Little did the

good nuns then suspect that one

day they would follow him to the distant but hospitable
shores of the Western Hemisphere.^
The French population of New France at

this time was nearly
Msgr. Pontbriand, the Bishop of Quebec, had called for volunteers.
It was clear that French dominion was on the wane, and
soon the missions so laboriously established would have to face the
persecution and oppression of Protestant England. As a matter of
'

42,000.

Canada was ceded

fact,

to

England

in 1763.

This letter and the confusion of M. Allenou with his uncle, de
has led some writers to consider him as the founder of the
Daughters of the Holy Ghost. But this is contrary to fact and the
tradition and history of the Order.
"

la Garde,
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Sister Marie Balavenue survived her pioneer-companion fully twenty-three years. With loving accents

and veneration she recalled the beautiful example of
Mother Renee, who, filled "with the Holy Ghost and
with power," in imitation of her heavenly Bridegroom,
"went about doing good." There were moments when
she heartily wished to be once more united with her.
This wish was at length realized in 743, when she fell
1

asleep in Jesus rich in heavenly treasures.

The Order continued its normal growth until the
upheaval of the Revolution. At the time the Sisters
conducted nineteen establishments, most of which had
been rendered possible by the generosity of the Breton
gentry. From 706 to 790 one hundred and eighteen
I

1

Sisters w^ere professed.

During the Reign of Terror, their houses were
goods confiscated, and their members dispersed.
In secular garb the more courageous of them continued
their work. Some were cast into prison. One of them
seized,

died while incarcerated in Nantes.

were imprisoned.

Sister

In

Quimper

three

Marie Claude, the most daring

of this band, prevailed on the jailer to allow her to leave

the prison every morning, and spend the day in town,

looking up and nursing the sick and the wounded.

dusk

At

Daughter of the Spirit of Fortitude
back into her prison cage, quite exhausted
with fatigue, but unspeakably happy because enabled
not only to do good for evil, but also to supply the
pressing needs of her imprisoned companions.
The Convent of St. Herblon, in Nantes, was saved
by the inflexible stand taken by Sister Catherine Juhel
of Taden, and Sister Martha, her companion. On bethis valiant

would

slip
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ing ordered, in the

name

of the Revolution, to leave the

Their wards were

convent, they resolutely refused.
there,

they would not abandon them.

The

Jacobins put them under arrest.

was badly

Baffled,

the

city Hospital of

need of nurses. The
municipality appealed to the Daughters of the Holy
Ghost. So generously did they respond that their foes
relented and thereafter left Saint Herblon unmolested.
St.

Florent at the time

in

Equally courageous and unshakable w^ere Sister
Christine Potier and her

little

band

at Saint Pol-de-Leon.

They, too, resisted eviction, and were placed under arrest.
Soon after, a skirmish took place in the town,
after w^hich the nuns were ordered out to care for the
wounded. Instead of complying, as their companions
of Nantes had done, they indignantly refused to go
unless the

commander accepted

their terms:

first,

not

and to guarantee its protection;
second to return to them the surgical instruments and
supplies which had been carried away. Their terms
were accepted, and they triumphantly tendered their
to molest their house

services.

After the storm was spent, in

1

793, seventy-one

answered the roll call. Sister Catherine Briand
presided over the Order during this eventful period. In
800 the Sisters once more returned to their old home
in Plerin, which had been preserved for them by M.
Sisters

1

Charles Roussel Vilhellio of Legue.

Briand went to her reward March 10, 1805.
She was succeeded in the superiorship by Sister Yvonne
Through her exertions, the Order w^as recogClech.
nized by the civil authorities November 10, 1805, a
fact that secured for its members the privilege accorded
Sister
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73.

—

PENTECOST

by Hans Memling.

[-'47]

1480.

Flemish

School.

In

to regular hospitalers.

1819 the

Sisters

began to

wear, as an exterior sign of their dedication to the

Holy Ghost, a small silver dove-emblem, called "SaintEsprit."
The custom of having annual retreats began*
about the same time. Towards the end of October,
1872, M. Le Mee was appointed spiritual head of the
Order. Thanks to his zeal and activity, a good number
of new houses were opened; and since the old convent
at Plerin was now^ too small for the ever-increasing
family, a more spacious home was erected in Saint
It was blessed and
Brieux, on the Rue des Capucins.
occupied August 25, 1834. At this time the Daughters
had 43 establishments and 152 professed members.

At the request of M. Le Mee, Pope Gregory XVI,
on November 9, 836, granted the Sisters a plenary
1

1

indulgence for the day of their profession and for the
Feast of Pentecost.

Mother Yvonne died in
829. The superiorship
then devolved on Sister Felicite de la Villeon. Aided
by M. Le Mee, she once more revised the Rules. They
were reapproved March 28, 1837, by Msgr. Matthias
de la Romagere, Bishop of Saint Brieux, and went into
effect on Pentecost (May 14) of the same year.^
1

One

of the principal changes introduced into the

Rules, at their last revision,

was

to limit the superior-

generalship to three terms of three years each.

M. Le

' It
is of interest to recall that about this same time was started
the short-lived foundation of the Ladies of the Holy Ghost (Les Dames
Religieuses du Saint-Esprit), at Vitry-le-Fran§ois, Marne.
They
aimed to honor the Holy Ghost by performing works of mercy in the
diocese of Chalons-sur-Marne.
Their conditions of admission were
very easy, but they do not seem to have prospered. (Diet, des Ordres
Relig. Helyot, Tom. IV, col. 1578.)
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Mee, after his elevation to the See of Saint Brieux, on
August 8, 1841, continued to take a deep interest in
the Sisters and their works, for which reason they consider him the restorer of their society.
The Venerable Jean Marie de la Mennais, succeeded Msgr. Le Mee as ecclesiastical superior of the Order/
The Daughters of the Holy Ghost were under many
obligations to him.
He improved their teaching
methods and assisted them in many other ways.
At the opening of the Clemenceau persecution, the
Society had three hundred and twenty houses and
nearly tv/o thousand professed members. On July 2,
902, the government suppressed forty of these establishments, after which the Sisters decided to pass beyond the boundaries of their original field and opened
houses in England, Holland, Belgium, and America.
1

1

Accordingly, in 1912

England,

1

00

in

we

20 Sisters active in
Holland and Belgium, 265 in the
find

1

United States, and the others, some fifteen hundred, in
France, hoping, praying, waiting, and eking out a bare
existence

and

by working

as private individuals in

homes

hospitals.

A

colony of these Sisters came to America at the

invitation of the late Rt. Rev. Bishop Tierney of Hartford.
They were six in number and landed in New^
York, on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
902.
When the "Lorraine" docked at her western
1

—

*
De la Mennais (1780 1860) was a foremost Christian educator,
and the founder of the Brothers of Christian Instruction. Bishop
Dubois named him Vicar-General of New York in view of securing his
services for a proposed university in his diocese. He was offered the

episcopacy,

it is said,

was introduced

seventeen times.

The cause of

in 1900, forty years after his death.
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they were met by a delegation of Sisters of

berth,

Mercy,

who

initiated

conducted them to their new home, and
into the customs and language of their

them

adopted country.

The headquarters

American Province is loMain St.) Connected with
Elizabeth's Home, a boarding school
of the

cated in Hartford (No.
this

house

Saint

is

1

18

young ladies, and the Novitiate Saint lldefonse,
where some fifty American novices, mostly Canadians,
for

are preparing themselves to join the Sisterhood. Besides

the Provincial House, the Sisters have

New

establishments scattered over

now

tw^enty-five

York, Connecticut,

Massachusetts, and Vermont, in which nearly three

hundred

Sisters are active either as teachers or as train-

ed nurses.

2.

The

Society of the Divine

Sisters,

Word and

the Missionary

Servants of the Holy Ghost (Steyl)

The Society

of the Divine

foreign mission organization,

Word, Germany's great
came into existence dur-

ing the trying days of the Kulturkampf.
the zealous

(1837

and

— 1909)

Father

scholarly

had

for

years

Its

founder,

Arnold Janssen
urged in his
Messenger of the

before

"Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote" (Little
Sacred HeaG*t) the establishment of such a society to

atone for the religious disunion brought on by the Reformation.
singled

But he was not convinced that

him out

God had

for this task, until the Divine Spirit,

one September morning

in

I

874, led him from

Kempen

across the border to Steyl, Holland, for the purpose of
starting the work.
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the 8 of September, 1875, the Association

Germany and

organized with recruits from

On

(gfjo^t

was

Holland.

the 23 of February, 1885, they formed a religious

Society which

was recognized

in

1901 and definitely

composed of priests and
who aim to glorify God by carrying the
Gospel to heathen nations. In 1914 the Society had
625 priests, 800 lay Brothers and about 200 candiapproved April

5,

1910.

It is

lay Brothers,

1

dates

distributed

over eight preparatory

seminaries,

two of which are in this country, one at Techny, Cook
County, Illinois, and the other at Girard, Erie County,
Pennsylvania.

To supplement
in

1

his first foundation. Father

892 founded The

Sister Servants of the

an auxiliary branch of missionary

Janssen

Holy Ghost,

Sisters that labor in

conjunction w^ith the Fathers and Brothers in China,
Japan, Africa, Australia, the Philippine Islands, Paraguay, Brazil, Chile, Argentina, and the United States.

This Sisterhood has a membership of over seven hundred.

A

community of the Sister Servants of the Holy
Ghost came to Techny in 1901. They now number one
hundred and forty professed Sisters and fifty odd candidates.
Their provincial house and novitiate are in
Techny, where they conduct a Holy Ghost Institute
for girls and a home for the aged; in Vicksburg, Jackson, Meridian, and Greenville, Miss., and Little Rock,
Ark., they have schools for the colored.
These religious attribute their rapid growth to the
special protection and blessing of the Holy Ghost, for
whom they cherish most filial love and veneration. He
is frequently invoked in their prayers and labors. Every
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day they recite the Veni Creator and the Chaplet of the
Holy Ghost. On Mondays they have Mass and BeneEvery third Monday they have
diction in His honor.
solemn Benediction for the same intention. Twice
a year, in May and in November, they observe
the "Great Monday," a feast of the first class,
with solemn High Mass and Vespers. The dove-emblem figures in the coat-of-arms of the foundations of
Father Arnold Janssen. Writings on the Third Person
are published and distributed; a confraternity in honor
of the Divine Spirit is maintained and as a lasting and
;

by the
the Holy

concrete expression of the devotion cherished
Fathers, the Brothers,

and the

Sisters

for

Ghost, d magnificent church was erected to

Him

at

Moedling near Vienna. In the latter work the zealous
Founder was greatly assisted by his brother, the Rev.
John Janssen (1853—1898), who edited Die Stadt
Gottes and published a number of devotional books,
five of which are on the Holy Ghost. ^ (See Fig. 44.)
3. Sister Servants of the

Holy Ghost of Perpetual

Adoration

Convinced that apostolic labors prove most fruitful
when accompanied by holocausts of prayer and sacrifice,

Father Janssen resolved to reenforce his

army

of

by a corps of contemplatives, to be known
the Sister Servants of the Holy Ghost of Perpetual

missionaries
as

a) Goldener Gnadenworks bear the following titles
Firmungsbiichlein, c) Maiblume zu Ehren der Unbefleckten Braut des Heiligen Geistes, d) Das Herz Jesu, der liebevoUe
Fiihrer zur Gnadenquelle des Heiligen Geistes, e) Die gnadenreiche
Salbung des Heiligen Geistes.
°

These

schliissel,

five

:

b)
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This foundation was

Adoration.

made

Steyl

at

in

1896, on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, and

now numbers
At

about eighty members.

the request of His Grace, Most. Rev. Archbishop

Prendergast, eight of these religious

came

to Philadel-

phia in May, 1915, to take charge of the Chapel of Divine Love, a memorial erected by the late C. A. Lane,

on 22nd and Green

The

Streets.

object of this Sisterhood

is

to

honor the Holy

Ghost and to cooperate with missionaries in spreading
by leading lives of prayer, fervor, and

the holy Faith
sacrifice.

Like the active branch, they practice special

devotion in honor of the Third Person of the Adorable

They wear a pink habit and white veil. The
words Veni Sancte Spiritus are embroidered on their
head-dress; the dove-emblem is worn over the breast
and on the ring of the professed. At this writing the
Trinity.

community consists of
two novices, and one postulant.

Philadelphia
Sisters,

4.

The

Sister Servants

eight

professed

of the Holy Ghost

This Order was founded by Mrs. Margaret

(Texas)

Murphy

She w^as born in Ireland in 1833. At the
age of six she accompanied her father to Virginia. They
remained in the Old Dominion until 846, when they
removed to Corpus Christi, Texas.
(nee Healy).

1

After some time she was married to Mr.

J.

B.

Murphy, a prominent lawyer, and at one time, Mayor
of Corpus Christi. It was here she became thoroughly
acquainted with the spiritual and material destitution of
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Their condition and religious
neglect deeply impressed her mind and sympathetic soul.
the children of the race.

She was left a widow in middle age. Being blessed
with an ample fortune, she resolved to devote her wealth
and the remainder of her life to works of mercy and
charity.

At

race rise

up before her mind,

this juncture, did visions of the neglected

as they rose a century

another land, before the mind of that wonderwoman, Anne-Marie Javouhey, the foundress of the

earlier in

ful

Joseph of Cluny? We cannot tell. We
need not investigate. For deeds speak more eloquently than words.
Sisters of St.

888 Mother Margaret Mary Murphy founded a
community of religious at San Antonio, whom she consecrated to the Holy Ghost. According to their Constitutions, the Sisters of the Holy Ghost "shall not exclude from their charity any class or race of people, but
they shall foster a special predilection for the poor and
dark races." The arms of the Order represent their
In

I

under the dove-emblem, hovering over the
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Above the dove in
a semicircle of seven rays are the seven Gifts.
Beneath the hearts is the legend, "I to my beloved, and
Titular

my

beloved to me."

The community

and
honor

prayers, the spiritual exercises,

private devotions of the Sisters are calculated to

Holy Ghost in a special manner. The
of the Holy Ghost is of daily obligation.

the

Little Office

When

the

all pause a moment to say the "Come,
Holy Ghost."
The Convent of Our Lady of Light (203 Nolan
Street, San Antonio) is the motherhouse.
Attached to

clock strikes,
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for colored children;

other establishments are St. Catherine's School and

Lady of Perpetual Help, San Antonio; The
stitute,

Dallas;

St.

Anthony's,

St.

Our

Sisters* In-

Bernard's, and St.

Peter's Schools, in Mobile; St. Peter's School at Pasca-

goula; the Colored Industrial Institute, Pine Bluff; and
St.

Joseph's School, Gonzales, Texas. (See Fig. 43.)
5.

The

The

Sisters of the

Holy Ghost (Dubuque)

Holy Ghost was
formally started in the chapel of the Convent of the
Visitation, Dubuque, September 8, 1890, Archbishop
Hennessey, the founder, saying the Mass and preaching
on the occasion. The members aim to spread and increase love for the Holy Ghost by devoting themselves
to Christian education.
Their rules and constitutions
were compiled by Rev. Peter D. O'Malley. Attached
to their novitiate and motherhouse at Dubuque, Iowa,
is an academy for girls.
They direct a flourishing sodality of the Holy Ghost in St. Anthony's West DuInstitute of these Sisters of the

buque.
6.

The Mission Helpers

In the fall of

1

of the

Holy Ghost

890 Mrs. Hartwell, a convert, organ-

ized in the city of Baltimore, the Mission Helpers of

the

Holy Ghost.

the colored race.
special

They took a

vow

to labor for

Five years later they discontinued the

vow, changed

their

ers of the Sacred Heart,

catechism in rural

special

name

to the Mission Help-

and took up the teaching of

districts,

the visiting of indigent sick,

and the conducting of schools and homes for deafmutes.
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