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CONFRATERNITY of the Holy Ghost was formed
in

1

208 by Pope Innocent

the Santo-Espirito Hospital of

III,

in connection

Rome.

It

was

with

revised in

1477 by Sixtus IV. Similar organizations existed in
Barcelona during the fourteenth century, in Viterbo
during the fifteenth century, in Normandy in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and in Venice during

At present

the eighteenth century.
of such

confraternities

England,

in

Germany, Belgium, and the United
In

France,

Austria,

States.

1857 Pope Pius IX granted to Cardinal Man-

who would say
honor of God the Holy

ning an indulgence of seven years to

Doxology seven times

the

there are centres

in

all

and the Guide of the
Church. The great personal love for the Holy Ghost,
which was a distinguishing trait of the Cardinal, was
bound to be communicated to his flock.
Ghost, the Giver of

all

gifts

In 1841 or '42, while still a member of the Anglican Church,
Henry Edward Manning published a book of sermons. One day a
friend of his, a devout and intelligent lady, called on him, and when
their conversation touched on his recent work, she ventured to remark
that somehow he had entirely forgotten the Holy Ghost, had passed
'

Him

This omission, only too true, had comto him.
He began to reflect,
and reflection brought investigation. He read all he could find on
the Holy Ghost and meditated in particular on what is revealed of

over

in complete silence.

pletely escaped him.

Her remark clung
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by a gifted and
zealous convert, the Rev. Henry Augustus Rawes.
With the approval of the Cardinal this Oblate of St.
In this he

successfully aided

Charles organized in

the

spring

known

as the Servants of the

time

register

its

showed over

1

of

1877

Holy Ghost.
200 members.

a sodality
In a short

On March

Rome

approved the pious undertaking and
10, 1878,
granted a number of partial and plenary indulgences.
And on April 6, 1879, Pope Leo XIII raised it to the
rank of an archconfratenity with the privilege of afOn Thursday, June 5,
filiating branch confraternities.
879, (the Thursday in Whitsunweek) Cardinal Manning published the above decree at High Mass in the
Oblate Church of St. Mary's, Bayswater, London. He
also preached on devotion to the Holy Spirit and made
St. Mary's the canonical centre of the archconfraternity
1

,

in England.

Confraternities have since been established in sev-

en dioceses of England,

in

two dioceses of Scotland,

in

three dioceses of Ireland, in one diocese of Bulgaria, in

one diocese of Mexico, and in eighteen dioceses of the
United States. In 1915 there were 13,000 names on
the archconfraternity register.

Him

The manual used by

the

Light came and with light strength. Ten years
somewhat unexpectedly, he entered the true fold. He was
ordained June 14 (1851), the feast of St. Basil, one of the early
champions of the Holy Ghost, whom he selected as a pattern. It was
also with delight, he recalled the Introit of his first Mass (on the
feast of St. Francis Regis): "the Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
in the Bible.

later,

wherefore He hath anointed me, to preach the Gospel to the poor
he hath sent me" (Luke IV, 18). Love of the Holy Ghost was the
He is the author of Workings of the
soul of his life and labors.
Holy Ghost in the Church of England, The Temporal Mission of the
Holy Ghost, The Internal Mission of the Holy Ghost. (Life of Cardinal Manning, E. D. Purcell, Vol. II, p. 795.)
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Servants of the Holy Ghost was edited by Father

and contains

suitable devotions in

Rawes

honor of the Third

Person.

A

pious union in honor of the Holy Ghost

was

by the Capuchin Fathers of Olton, near Birmingham, England. It has episcopal sanction, and has
been devised on the simplest plan. No other conditions are required beyond the earnest desire of promoting devotion to the Holy Ghost, and being inscribed on
the register of the Monastery or any affiliated centre.
A certificate of membership is issued containing an act
of oblation, which the members are exhorted to recite
in honor of the Holy Ghost. A badge in the form of a
medal has been designed for the union and was orally
sanctioned and approved May 13, 1899, by Pope Leo
XIII.
By its symbolism it expresses outwardly the end
(Manual of Devotions in Honor of the
of the union.
Holy Ghost. By Fr. John Mary, F. M. C. Benziger
started

Bros., pp. 167-177.)

In this chapter

Our Lady

we

also include the Confraternity of

of Light, Spouse of the

erected October 26,

Holy Ghost.

It

was

1895, at Clacton-on-Sea, Essex,

England, by his Eminence Cardinal Vaughan. The directorate is at St. Mary of the Angels, Bayswater,
London. Leo XIII granted it a number of indulgences

promote a true and
tender devotion to Our Lady as Spouse of the Holy
Ghost, and to sanctify its members by developing

and

privileges.

Its

object

is

to

special devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, to the Third
Person of the Blessed Trinity, and to the Sacred Heart
and to implore through the intercession of Our

—
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the extension of the Catholic faith over

and especially over England.
About the year 860 Cardinal Guibert established a
confraternity of the Holy Ghost in Paris.
It was attached to the Church of St. Genevieve. On December
1 6,
869, Pope Pius IX granted it a number of indulgences. And on December 7, 1884, Pope Leo XIII
made it an archconfraternity, and empowered it to form
the whole world,

1

1

branch confraternities in France, subject to the approval of

the Ordinaries.

On May
secularized

24, 885, the Church of St. Genevieve w^as
and converted into the Pantheon. The
1

decree of secularization w^as executed in connection

with the apotheosis of Victor

Hugo which

took place

one week later. Thereupon the archbishop of Paris,
with the approval of Rome, transferred the archconfraternity to the Chapel of the Holy Ghost, on Rue
Lhomond in the Latin quarter. On January 27, 1888,
he placed the Fathers of the Holy Ghost in charge.
Under their supervision the membership has grown to
Associated with the confraabout 6000 members.
ternity is a collateral development known as The Pious
Union of Masses in Honor of the Holy Ghost. Its
members engage themselves to have at least one Mass
said a year in honor of the Holy Paraclete. Les Annales
Apostoliques, an illustrated monthly, is the official
organ of the union and the archconfraternity.

May

1

9,

1

882, the Missionary Fathers of

St.

Vincent

de Paul of Vienna started a confraternity for the perpetual adoration and glorification of the Divine Spirit.
Pope Leo Xlll raised it to an archconfraternity Sep-

tember

I,

1882, and at the same time

—
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promoters to organize branch fraternities in the whole
Austro-Hungarian Empire. On September 20, 1887,
they were authorized to do the same in the Empire of

Germany.

A

Vienna organization was formed,
June 29, 887, at Hall, Tyrol, by the Franciscan Fathers. At Stams, Oberintal, they publish a monthly in
honor of the Holy Spirit called Geist der Wahrheit. On
July 24, 890, another branch was formed in the Heiligfilial

of the

1

1

And

Geist-Kirche of Munich.

still

another,

July

3,

by the Society of the Divine Word at their Mission House of St. Gabriel, Moedling, Lower Austria.
Through the efforts of the Rev. Johann Janssen, S.V.D.,
there was organized, moreover, Der Messbund des HeiI

89

1

,

ligen Geistes, a union of

Rue Lhomond,
50,000

It

at present.

The end

of the Austrian archconf raternity

to glorify the
interior

Paris.

Masses similar to the one at
has a membership of about

Holy Ghost; 2)

is

:

to obtain the exterior

1

)

and

triumph of the Church; 3) to secure zealous

and worthy

priests.

The

of faith in the Catholic

conditions are: a profession

Church and

to

be inscribed in

some canonically erected confraternity. Obligations:
nothing beyond special devotion to the Holy Ghost in
the form of prayers, reparations, and novenas.

Bene-

) on the day of entrance
2) at the hour of death; 3) on Pentecost or any day of
the octave; 4) on the feast of the Annunciation. Also
a number of partial indulgences. In 1914 the records
showed over 13,000 associates.
In Western Germany devotion to the Divine Spirit
received a certain impulse from the Congregation of
fits

:

a plenary indulgence,

1

1

—
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Holy Ghost. At the invitation of Cardinal Johannes von Geissel, the Society established itself, October
863, first at Kaiserwerth, Rhine Province, and in
3,
the

1

1

the following year in the monasteries of Marienstadt

and Marienthal, where a novitiate and scholasticate
were opened. In 873 the Society w^as proscribed, but
1

readmitted in 1895.

The members

home

did not return to their old

but

on a former Cistercian estate at Knechtsteden in
the Rhine district. The conventual church was restored.
In times past this shrine attracted pilgrims from far
and near that came to pray before its Gnadenbild of
the Sorrowful Mother. For a time this venerable image
had disappeared but was recovered again chiefly
through the efforts of a holy and zealous priest, the Rev.
H. Munzenberger.
settled

On

taking possession

ternity of the

Holy See

of Knechtsteden,

Holy Ghost w^as organized.
it to an archconf raternity.

raised

a confra-

In

1

902 the

In 1915

it

had over 25,000 associates. Its official organ. Das EchO;
an illustrated monthly and has a large circulation.

is

Belgium the Society began a confraternity of the
the Holy Ghost in connection with its Apostolic School
at Lierre near Antwerp.
The first members were enrolled in 900. In 902 Pope Leo Xlll enriched it with
a handsome number of plenary indulgences.
In 1914
there were over
00,000 members. One zelator, an
humble layman, secured over 300 associates. The
official organ, Le Messager du Saint-Esprit, suspended
publication, pending the World War.
In the United States, a confraternity was canonically erected October 8, 1912, in the chapel of Holy
In

1

1

1

1

—
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Ghost Apostolic College, Cornwells Heights, Bucks
County, Pennsylvania. It has 3979 members. In connection with this organization, the Fathers of the Holy
Ghost publish the Paraclete, a monthly devoted to the
honor of the Holy Ghost.
Attention

is

drawn

to the end, conditions, practices,

advantages, and indulgences of this confraternity as set
forth

by

its

Reverend Director

in the following

com-

prehensive note.

—

End. To glorify the Holy Ghost and make
be glorified by all peoples, especially by the infidels; to draw down upon the Church, and upon the
"I.

Him

clergy in particular, a large effusion of the gifts of the

Holy Ghost; to ask for the conversion of hardened sinners, and the light of faith for the infidels, that they
may know and love the Holy Ghost; to implore for all
the faithful and, above all, for the members of the confraternity, the spirit of faith, to make them act on supernatural motives; charity, to bring peace and concord; strength, to bring about generous devotedness;

and, in a word,

the spiritual graces which they need."

Conditions

"II.

names

all

inscribed

Admission.

of

on the

if

need be, by

gate."
"III.

Practices.

confraternity,

—Though not

of the

is

obliging in conscience,
all

the indulgences of

following practices

the

recommended To say a
Holy Ghost, for instance,

earnestly

their

letter to the Director or his dele-

nor even necessary for gaining
the

have

Application can be

the only indispensable condition.

made,

—To

register of the confraternity

:

—
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the Veni Creator, or
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the Veni Sancte Spiritus, or Glory be to the Father,

—above

on Monday, the day consecrated to the Holy Ghost to offer the first Sunday of
the month to the Holy Ghost, by devoutly receiving
the sacraments, and performing some pious exercise;
etc.,

seven times,

all,
;

make with

to

Novena

fervor the

recommended by the Sovereign
self to

of Pentecost, so

much

Pontiff; to apply one-

follow in everything the inspirations of the Holy

Ghost; to perform once each month, in honor of the
Holy Ghost, some act of charity, for instance, to visit
the poor, take care of the sick, give alms to the needy,
to diocesan works, to apostolic colleges, to the missions,
etc., or also, if possible, have a holy Mass offered in
honor of the Holy Ghost."

—Besides

Advantages.
which the Holy Ghost
"IV.

the

special

will unfailingly

favors,

bestow on His

members have a share in the following benefits: The indulgences of the confraternity;
faithful servants, the

the prayers and merits of the missionaries of the Society of the

for

them

Holy Ghost; the

at the centre of the

different prayers offered

work

at

Cornwells;

(a)

the apostolics and their directors shall have a special
intention for

them

Communion and
all

in all their prayers,

in the

Memento

at

above

all,

at holy

holy Mass; (b) at

the public prayers the apostolics and their directors

shall include

them

in their intention,

and

shall offer a

Rosary for the intentions of the mem(c) on the first Sunday of
the month, holy Mass shall be offered for the associates.
part of their daily

bers of the confraternity;

In the evening, at Benediction, all shall pray for the in-

tentions that are

recommended.

vited to unite in spirit with

—

all
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these prayers, and to send
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PKNTECOST,
1508.

a

Polyptych

by

Ambrog. Di

S.

Sauto Spirito Church, Bergamo.
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of their intentions, which shall be

made known

to

—

those present."

"V. Indulgences Proper to the Confraternity.
Plenary indulgence: (a) the day of admission. Conditions: Confession and Communion; (b) at the moment of death, on the same conditions, or, if that is
impossible, by invoking with the lips, or at least with the
heart, the holy name of Jesus; (c) on the feasts of the

John the

Annunciation, the Nativity of

St.

Most Holy

first

from the

Trinity,

Baptist, the

Vespers of the eve

and the Sunday of
days. Condifollowing
seven
one
of
the
Pentecost or
tions: Confession, Communion, visit to a church or

until sunset of the following day,

public chapel, and prayer for the intention of the Sov-

ereign Pontiff.

Partial indulgence: (a) seven years

and

seven quarantines on the feast of the Epiphany, Easter,

Christmas, Corpus Christi, and the Sacred Heart,

feasts of the Blessed Virgin, feasts of St.

all

Joseph and

the twelve Apostles. Conditions: to visit a chapel or a
public oratory, and pray there for the intentions of the

Sovereign Pontiff; (b) three hundred days each time
that the associates shall perform a work of piety or of
charity, according to the statutes of the confraternity.

All these indulgences are applicable to the souls in pur-

For further information, address the Rev. Fr.
Director of the Confraternity of the Holy Ghost, Corngatory."

wells Heights, Pa.
Briefly, then,

I

)

the end

is

to glorify

God

Holy
and to

the

Ghost; to obtain living faith for more souls;
draw down on the whole Church a greater outpouring
of the Seven Gifts. 2) To become a member one must
be inscribed on the register of the confraternity.

—
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consist in the gaining of a plenary in-

on the day of admission; (b) on the
feasts of the Annunciation, (c) Nativity of St. John the
Baptist, (d) Pentecost or on any day of the Octave, (e)
the Blessed Trinity; (f) at the hour of death (all on
usual canditions.)
Also many partial indulgences and
a share in the Masses and merits of the Missionaries of
the Holy Ghost and in the special prayers said daily at
dulgence:

(a)

the centre of the confraternity.

There are in the United States some school and
church sodalities dedicated to the Holy Spirit; a few of
these are affiliated to St. Mary's, Bayswater, London.

The Associacion
alajara,

Mexico,

end mutual

The
It is

own

is

and

edification.

Society of the Holy Spirit

(New

Orleans)

a source of legitimate pride to see that in our

country devotion to the Holy Spirit
1

Guad-

a fraternity of priests, and has for

aid, protection,

and growing.
30,

del Espiritu Santo, organized at

882,

On

twelve

is

taking root

the feast of the Sacred Heart, June

Catholic

gentlemen of the Gulf

Metropolis, under the leadership of Mr. Frank McGloin,

LL.D., laid the foundation of the Society of the Holy
Spirit

(New

Orleans).

According to

Rules and Regula"The purposes of this Society are to spread devotion to God the Holy Ghost, to
labor for the salvation of its own members, and to conarticle three of the

tions of this organization,

tribute to the spiritual enlightenment

tion of others.

by

These purposes

spiritual exercises,

by personal

—
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by the dissemination of Catholic
by aiding priests in difficult country misand by assisting in the Catholic education of

lectures or addresses;
literature;

sions;

deprived country children.

The Society was approved November 28, 882, by
Most Rev. Napoleon J. Perche, then Archbishop of
New Orleans. His Grace wrote: "I have examined the
plan of operations, rules, regulations, and prayers of
the Society of the Holy Spirit and approve the same, and
1

authorize the foundation of said Society."

Judge Frank McGloin is the active president. The
Society has about five hundred active members, most
of whom reside in the city of New Orleans. Among its
honorary members are His Eminence Cardinal Gibbons

and a score of bishops and archbishops.

The

active members are of two classes. Brethren
and Associates. The Brethren receive holy Communion
on Pentecost and on at least three other occasions.
These Communions are in honor of God the Holy

Ghost, of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and of the Immaculate Mother of God. They, moreover, attend the
meetings, say the daily office, and contribute to the Society.
The Associates receive holy Communion at
least once a year for the same intentions, make an annual offering, and remember the Society in their prayers.

Since

its

foundation the Society has spent nearly

half a million dollars in the pursuit of its ends.
It has
distributed five million pieces of Catholic literature, consisting of tracts, pamphlets,

faithful to receive holy

and books.

Communion

Divine Spirit on Pentecost,

—
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twenty-five thousand invitations to

do so were sent

broadcast over the United States.

On

September 30, 1909, the Holy Father sent the

Society the following beautiful message through

its

honorary President, the Most Rev. Archbishop of New
Orleans: "Tell them," he said in a voice indescribably
sweet and tender,
"tell them all, the President and

—

members and
Spirit,

We

the friends of the Society of the

lovingly impart to

Holy

them the Apostolic bene-

them that We have been intensely gratiyou have told Us of the enlightened zeal and
the active charity which they are devoting to the service
of the Divine Master and to those whom He purchased
with His sacred blood. Assure them of Our deep and
diction.
fied

by

Tell

all

grateful appreciation of their efforts in behalf of the one

ark of salvation, our Holy Mother the Church.

them, above

all

things, to persevere to the

high ideals and strenuous endeavors.
fail

to include in

Our

end

We

Bid

in their

shall

not

intentions, for w^hich prayers are

up throughout the world, the ardent desire that
Holy Spirit Society grow still more in membership
and have a correspondingly wider influence and power
for the furtherance of the most sacred interests of God
and man."
offered

the

—
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PENTKCUST

by .Martin SchatTiur.
Pinakothek, Munich.
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