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CHAPTER XXVI
®i)e €ml)lemsi of

AMONG the objects that
^

Holy Ghost

tije

?|olp

(Si)osit

are accepted symbols of the

are: water,

oil, fire, air,

and the dove/

In a sense, a certain ascending gradation obtains

among

these objects because the degree of fitness to

stand for things spiritual and ethereal
in

is

not the same

all.

We shall speak of them as emblems rather than symbols of the Divine Spirit, because an

of

its

emblem on account

individuating notes and marks possesses an in-

nate fitness to represent the beauty and truth of an
object, whereas a symbol is generally nothing more than

an arbitrary

sign,

chosen without special regard to

its

representative properties.

We must also bear in mind that these emblems

typi-

and only indithrow light upon His Blessed Personality. "The
Holy Ghost always takes those external forms which
represent the marvelous effects which He works interi(St. Thos.
orly in those w^ho receive Him."
p. 43,
these
present
in
substantially
He
is
not
art. 7 ad 6).
fy directly His relations with creatures

rectly

1

,

*In the Bible the Third Person is also designated under a number
of other metaphors. Thus: "The Wall of Fire" (Zach. II, 5), "The
Hand of the Lord" (Ezech. XI, 1), "The Finger of God" (Exod.
VIII, 19), "Promise," "Power" (Luke XXIV, 49), "Pledge" (Earnest)
(Ephes.

1,

14).
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emblems. But the emblem is representative of Him,
somiewhat as language is representative of thought.
The dove is the most common emblem of the Third
Divine Person. At the baptism of Our Lord a great
splendor filled the heavens and out of its brightness the
Holy Ghost descended on Jesus "in a bodily shape as s^

dove" (Luke III, ll.y
According to some (SS. Jerome, Anselm, Thomas
According to
Aquinas) this dove was a real bird.
others (SS. Chrysostom, Augustine, Ambrose) it was a
passing image by which the Divine Spirit indicated His
presence. As soon as it had served its purpose it disappeared. (Cf. A'Lapide in Matth. Cap. Ill, v. 16.)

Mankind has ever regarded
of love, fidelity, purity.^

These

the dove as an

emblem

qualities are required in

"
The scene of this wonderful manifestation was in Judea, seemingly at a point five miles north of the Dead Sea, but it cannot be
determined whether on the left or the right bank of the Jordan tra;

dition

favors the latter.

(See

New

Guide to the Holy Land, Fr.

Meistermann, pp. 287-289.)
Ornithologists enumerate over five hundred different kinds of
In the wild state the dove is found in the greater area of
the warm and temperate zones. It breeds with predilection on rocky
It is monogamous in mating.
precipices and near running waters.
Both birds busy themselves with building the nest, incubating, and
^

doves.

rearing their young, which are always two in number. In the breeding season the dove secretes a milky fluid from its crop, with which
It does not sing, but croons its
it flavors the food of its nestlings.
plaints in tender murmurs. Its feet are suited more for perching than
scratching. Its wings are long, its plumage attractive, its eyes largo
and soft. Anatomically there is a general absence of bile which
accounts for its gentleness. Neither does it break or tear its food.
Once domesticated it becomes strongly attached to its new home.
Doves of the carrier kind have been known to return home over a disOur word dove is derived
tance little short of a thousand miles.
from the Gothic dubo which literally means a diver. The same idea
is conveyed by the Greek kolumbos and its Latin derivative columba.
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those

who

dicated

enter the Church by baptism. This was inby the Holy Ghost when He took the form of

a dove at the baptism of

Him

v/ho

the

is

many

Church, "the first-born amongst

Head

of the

brethren" (Rom.

VIII, 29).

By

charity

man

is

bound

By love he
men know that you

to

God and bound

fellow-beings.

fulfills

shall all

are

to his

"By

the Law.

my disciples if you

this

have

love for one another" (John XIII, 35).

There must be fidelity, "He that hath my commandments and keepeth them; he it is that loveth me"
(John XIV, 21 ). Like the domesticated dove, the soul
former habits and abode, and seek its
shelter not in the rocky crevices of the wilderness but
in the wounds of her Redeemer.

must forget

its

The dove
fies its

is

a creature of the

air,

purity and detachment from

a detail that typi-

earth.

Frequently

In this it
wings and soars skyward.
teaches the soul to cast aside guile and worldliness and
to long for the heavenly mansions.
it

expands

Next

its

in order

we

consider the

emblem

of water.

Saint Augustine holds that in scriptural language fountains

and

rivers signify the

p.

572, et

Holy Ghost.

No. 37; Ps. XLV, No.
in Psal. XCII, No. 7, p. 1423.)

Doct. Christ. L.

Ill,

(August, de

Tom. IV,
St. Ambrose
8.

teaches that the crystal-clear river of living water described in the Apocalypse represents the

Holy Ghost,

Artists seem to have taken note of this fact, for they often represent
the dove-emblem plunging head first upon the earth, a detail that is
indicative of the holy impetuosity with which the Divine Spirit dis-

charges His functions on earth.
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from the throne of God (the Father) and
of the Lamb (the Son)" (Apocal. XXII. ).
"pj^oceeding

1

Water has a
and

it

of the

certain ubiquity,

imparts beauty.

it is

necessary for

In these respects

it is

life,

emblematic

Holy Ghost.

found everywhere. In various forms,
as oceans, bays, lakes, rivers, and fountains it is distributed over the earth; as a mighty system of liquid
veins and arteries it pervades the interior of the globe;
and as a vast reserve it is stored away in the cloud-belt
First,

overhead.

water

It

is

truly possesses a certain ubiquity, a cer-

tain omnipresence, as

were.
Nothing can stay its
Thus, also is it with the Holy
Ghost, "Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee from Thy face? If I ascend into heaven.
Thou art there: if I descend into hell. Thou art present.
If I take my wings early in the morning and dwell in the
it

concentrated activity.

uttermost parts of the sea: Even there also shall Thy
hand lead me: and Thy right hand shall hold me"
(Psalm CXXXVIII, 7-10).
In the second place, water

is

necessary for

life.

In

is frequently compared to thirsty soil
and desert land. Under the image of water the Holy
Ghost descends upon and refreshes the soul with the
dew of grace. Under His action the soul shall "be like
a watered garden and like a fountain of water, whose
waters shall not fail" (Isaias LVIII, 11). Elsewhere the
prophet uses the same metaphor.
"I will pour out
waters upon the thirsty ground and streams upon the
dry land: I will pour out my Spirit upon thy seed, and
my blessing upon thy stock. And they shall spring up

Scripture the soul
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the herbs as willows besides running waters"

(IsaiasXLIV, 3).
Water washes all things. It removes from them
grime and restores them to their first estate. It charges
itself with the particles removed, and presently by a law
of

its

rity.

own

strains

them

off

and recovers

its

pristine pu-

**As water purifies the body, so does the

Holy

Ghost purify and w^ater our souls" (St. Cyril, Cat. Ill,
No. 4). By an uninterrupted stream of grace He
flushes, launders, and sv/eetens the souls "born of water
and the Holy Ghost." "Thou shalt wash me and I
shall be made whiter than snow."
(Psalm L, 9.)
Water conquers thirst. The dying man no longer
able to eat, still craves a drop of cool water.
A man
condemned to fast on bread and v/ater will languish on
for a time w^hen deprived of the bread, but

when

the

water is retrenched, he presently droops and dies. The
beverage craved by the soul is "the living water" of

which Christ discoursed to the Samaritan woman. And
"the living water" is the Holy Ghost. "On the last and
great day of the festivity, Jesus stood and cried, saying:
If any man thirst, let him come and drink.
He that
believeth in Me, as the Scripture saith, out of his bow^els
shall flow^ rivers of living water.

Now

the Spirit which they should receive

Him, for as
was not yet

yet the Spirit
glorified"

was not

he said of

this

who

believed in

given, because Jesus

(John VII, 37-38).

In the third place, water imparts beauty to creation.

The sublimest

object of contemplation

closely associated with

life.

is life.

Water

is

In the beginning water

commingled with the land and during this stage
mothered the living things that appeared on the land.
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"Great indeed," says

of
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l^olp

St. Cyril, "is

principal elements the

(Hfjoist

water, and of the four

most beautiful"

(Cyril.

Hier.

Catech. 11, No. 5).

As dew
and herbs.

it

adds fragrance and charm to our flowers

when dried
when moistened

Flowers, violets in particular,

chemically, lose their odor, but regain

with water.

it

All odorous flowers and herbs are

more

when covered with dew. In desert climates,
and other fragrant flowers are scentless during the
dry season. As snow and ice, it takes the form of exquisite crystals and bars; as steam it assumes a thousand
graceful forms and contours; as a silver river, a placid
lake, or an indented bay, it adapts itself to its surroundings, and adds beauty and charm to the landscape. But
all this natural grandeur and magnificence is but a feeble
image of the spiritual beauty which His touch brings
forth in souls and angels. "His Spirit hath adorned the
heavens" (Job XXVI, 13). Surely, if the heavens themselves are beautiful, then its inhabitants must be more
fragrant
roses

so, for the

king

is

always grander than his palace.*

* Under
this head we include the cloud-emblem.
As spirits come
halfway down from heaven, these celestial eddies draw upward man's
thought and gaze. The Shekina, or presence of God under the form
of a cloud in the olden days, is attributed to the Holy Ghost. "A

cloud

filled

the house of the Lord.

And

the priests could not stand

to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the

Lord hath

filled

the house of the Lord." (Ill Kings VIII, 10-11; Paral. V, 14.)
The
central lamp of the seven-branched candlestick in the Temple was
bent to the west, towards the Holy of Holies, where the Holy Ghost
dwelled in former times in the form of the Shekina.
(Cf. Meagher,
Trad, of Calvary, p. 197.)
The cloud-emblem figured at the Transfiguration,
"Behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them. And lo, a
voice out of the cloud saying: This is my beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased" (Matth. XVII, 5).
This event is interpreted to have
been a manifestation of the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Ghost having
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an emblem of the Holy

is

In

Spirit.

Saint

Gregory the Great we read "As often as the Holy Ghost
communicates His favors to the faithful, rivulets of oil
spread everywhere" (Moral. Lib. XIX, Cap. 15, t, 11,
p. 112). Oil is the matter of Confirmation and Ebctreme
:

"Oil," says St. Augustine, "is the sacrament

Unction.

Holy Ghost" (St. Augustine, Serm. 227). "This
holy ointment is no longer plain oil nor, so to say, common, after the invocation, but Christ's gift, and by the
presence of His Godhead, it causes in us the Holy Ghost"
of the

(St. Cyril of

Jerusalem, Cat. Myst.,

III).

And

Theo-

doret calls the holy chrism "an ointment typical of the
invisible grace of the

60).

Holy

Spirit." Pat. Gr.

LXXXI,

(Fig. 98.)

Oil has
bricates,

it

many

uses.

We

shall consider three.

cures and nourishes, and

These functions typify certain

it is

It

lu-

an illuminative.

activities of the

Divine

Spirit.
First,

it oils.

You have

a machine, vehicle, or lock

bound up with rust. It refuses action. It defies
force.
You apply a few drops of oil, and forthwith it
responds most obediently. The oil dissolves the rust
and imparts ease and smoothness to the parts. What
that

oil

is

does as a lubricant for material things, the Divine

Spirit

does for tepid and hardened souls.

Physical effort

and exertions unaccompanied by His assistance can
only damage the delicate machinery of the soul. The
solvent of His grace is needed. Without His unguent
no one can hope to bear the burden of the cross to the
indicated His presence by a cloud that
(Cf.

A'Lapide in Matth.

was

Cap. XVIII, art.
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with His Divinity.

(E^be

summit

Cmfalemg

This

of Calvary.

way

have run the

my

didst enlarge

Second,
unctuous,

oil

it

is

tfjc

?^oIp

why David

soothes, heals,

and

fortifies.

itself in all directions silently

that neutralizes the poison of sin

receive

fort" (II Corinth.

"I

Oil

is

most

into the inmost tissues of the body,

and helping nature
and well-being. The Holy Ghost

To

exclaimed:

Thy comandments, when Thou

affected parts

vice.

(gfjofit

heart" (Psalm CXVIII, 32).

filters

then spreads

of

of

Him
I,

is

3).

is

the heavenly salve

and heals the

to take in "the

He

is

healing the

to restore suppleness

God

of

scars of
all

com-

the strength and agility

of the Christian.

Anointed with Him, the athlete of

no

conflict but confidently hurls himself

Christ dreads

into the very jaws of death, because death has
rors for

him who aims

no

ter-

at everlasting victories.

moreover, nourishes and beautifies. The use of
and a cosmetic is as old as civilization. It
is the presence of essential or ethereal oils that forms
the delicate aroma of most beverages. By His dwelling
in it the Holy Spirit imparts to the soul a certain exuberOil,

oil

as a food

ance and richness, an effect that is typified by the effect
of physical roundness and plumpness produced by the
consumption of oil. "Let my soul be filled as with

marrow and

and my mouth
(Psalm LXII, 6).

fatness:

with joyful lips"

shall praise thee

In the third place, oil is highly inflammable, and when
burned serves as an illuminative. The Holy Ghost is
the Oil which brings light to our minds, and illumines
the path of salvation. His light is not the dim and uncertain phosphorescence of human reason but the unchanging brightness of God. Saint John, naming the
effect in place of the cause, says: "But you have the unc-
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from the Holy One, and know all things .And
as for you, let the unction which you have received
from Him abide in you. And you have no need that any
man teach you: but as His unction teacheth you all
things and is true" (I John II, 27). The Holy Spirit is
tion

the unfailing light that

is

lighted in the soul at baptism.

His function to dispel all darkness and gloom. Of
did the Lord speak when He said: "1 have prepared
a lamp for my anointed" (Psal. CXXXl, 7).
It is

Him

1

The emblem

comes next. Fire is ever active.
It is
It softens what is hard and hardens what is soft.
the source of light and heat. In these respects it symbolizes certain activities of the Holy Spirit.
Its subtile elastic body is ever
Fire is never idle.
in motion, and the direction of that motion is always
upward. It was under the form of tongues of fire that
the Holy Ghost came upon the Church on Pentecost.
No sooner had He seized upon the disciples than a holy
Neither
impetuosity moved them to preach Christ.
of

fire

threats nor chains could quiet them.

fervent now,

sway and

it

must be

If

souls are less

that they are not fully under the

influence of the Divine Spirit.

In the second place, fire softens w^hat is hard and
hardens what is soft. Fire applied scientifically can melt
the hardest ores.
It can raise the molten metal into a

cloud of sparkling vapor.
ible.'^

No

So

it

Its

dissolving

power

is

incred-

can resist Him.
"There are many
the heart of a man: but the will of the Lord
is

with the

Spirit,

no

will

obstacle can check His action.

thousrhts in

° Modern
oxygen-acetylene torches can generate as high as 6300
degrees of heat. In less than ten minutes one of these appliances
can cut in twain a cubic foot of toughest steel.
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shall stand firm" (Prov.
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As wax

XIX, 21).

is

before

obduracy before the Spirit.
But He can not only melt what is hard. He can
A potter, for instance, has
also harden what is soft.
moulded the soft clay into a marvelous figure. But until
it has been baked and burnt in the kiln, it lacks stability
and permanence. The Holy Spirit converts souls that
are timid and v/eak into v/arriors of heroic prow^ess. He
gives them character and individuality. Aglow in the
furnace of His love, the brittle clay of Adam is hardened
so

fire,

is

into a vessel of Christ.

And

how^

has the power of changing things into
conflagration

and you

w^ill

Fire

this effected?

is

Watch

itself.

a

wood, but

notice that not only

non-inflammables, such as stone and iron gradually yield

and become fire themselves. The fire changes and transforms them but does not annihilate them. The Holy
Spirit diffuses His love among saints and sinners.
He
burns up the dross but not the individuality of souls.
He respects their personality and identity. This is why
even great saints retain to some extent the imperfections
of their character.
In the third place, fire produces light
is

so pure that

it

cannot be seen by

and

itself,

heat. Light

but only by

contact with bodies that decompose and reflect

it.

Light

one of the sources of color. Without light all things
would look alike. When a ray of white light is analyzed, as by a prism, into parts each of a definite wave
length, the parts show red, orange, yellow, green, blue
indigo, and violet. The Holy Spirit, the ardent Fire of

is

Divine Love, emits a light of the spiritual order.

Thy

light

we

shall see light" (Psal.

light is holiness.

XXXV.

Holiness cannot be seen in

10).
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itself,

but
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body and the soul of the

a degree of this holiness be analyzed,

it

saint.

If

too, will dissolve

into basic elements, the virtues of faith, hope, love,

prudence, justice, fortitude, and temperance. Fire, more-

among particles of matter a certain enmovement which we call heat. Heat of a spir-

over, produces

ergy or

itual kind is engendered in the soul by the Holy Ghost
which enables it to wish and perform what is good. "It is
God who worketh in you both to w^ill and to accomplish
according to His good will" (Philip. II, 13).
And now we come to the air, the last and possibly

the best

emblem

of the Third Person.

ments, the atmosphere
like.

We

effects,
last

control

it

its

presence, w^e perceive

to a certain extent.

human

element to yield to

placed the saddle of air-craft on

not fully surrendered

Concerning the
mysterious habits,

ingenuity.

it, it

resembles the Divine

Air in motion

is

was the

We

serves us, but

have
it

has

consider

briefly,

its

part in the sustenance of

functions as a fecundizing agent.
it

It

its

independence.

its

air v/e shall

its

the ele-

all

the most subtile and spirit-

is

are conscious of

we

Of

Under these

life,

its

aspects

Spirit.

called wind.

The wind sometimes

takes the form of a swooning zephyr, gentle as an infant

sometimes as a

stiff

breeze

it

pushes with youthful

ar-

dor our sail-decked boats and our sluggish windmills;

sometimes as an angered giant

it

uproots with cyclonic

rage both forest and mountain and lashes the sea from

moods and laws are most mysterious. Our
to this fact when speaking to Nicodemus
He said: "The spirit breatheth where he will; and thou
hearest his voice, but thou knowest not whence he com-

its

bed.

Its

Lord alluded
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and whither he goeth: so

eth,

J^olp

is

(Jlijost

every one that

is

born

III, 8).^
The wind bloweth where
and you know not whence it comes or whither

of the Spirit" (John
it

listeth,

it

goes; so

it is

in the regeneration: the soul

ated by the Holy Ghost, though

is

regener-

comprehend not the
process. Clearly the wind is a type and emblem of the
Divine Spirit. The movements of both are governed
by inscrutable laws.
it

Under another form which, however, does not
its symbolic value, this emblem figures in the
Having deinstitution of the Sacrament of Penance.
change

clared to the Apostles their powers.

Our Lord

mystically

word **breathed on them and
them: Receive ye the Holy Ghost" (John XX,

suiting the action to the
said to

22)

.

By this

action

He

indicated both the procession of

the Divine Spirit from the Father and Himself and the

ampler sharing
sion of sin.

in

"He

Him by

the Apostles unto the remis-

breathed on them and

He

said:

Re-

Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive,
they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain,
ceive ye the

they are retained" (John

XX,

In the second place, air

is

22-23).
necessary to

life.

Place a

comair.
What do you
First discomfort, then agony, and finally
drowning man dies, first, because he is cut off

any
partment and slowly exhaust the

other breathing creature in an air-tight

bird or

witness?
death.

A

Commentators are not unanimous regarding the interpretation
But by far the greater number hold that the word
spirit in the first part must be taken figuratively.
By means of this
simple illustration from nature, Our Lord shows Nicodemus that he
must believe in the possibility of this second birth, even though he
understand not the way in which it takes place.
(Cf. A'Lapide in
'

of this text.

Joan. Cap. Ill, v.

8.)
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air

also modifies

When

Air

and

is
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not only necessary for Hfe, but

influences the

pure and sharp,

humid and

l^olp

and, second, because water interferes with

his respiration.
it

t\)t

malarial,

it

it

quickens

dulls

temperament of man.

men

to activity,

when

and depresses them.

In the Biblical account of man's creation

we

read:

"The Lord God formed man of the slime of the earth:
and breathed into his face the breath of life, and man
became a living soul" (Genesis 11, 7). This breath is
indicative of the natural and typical of the spiritual life
of man. Without it he cannot live. "If thou turnest
away thy face, they shall fail and return to dust"
This breath of God is the Holy
(Psalm, cm, 29).
Ghost. For the Psalmist continues: "Thou shalt send
forth thy Spirit, and they shall be created: and thou
shalt renew the face of the earth" (Psalm GUI, 30).
In the third place, the air fecundizes the earth.

The

works of God are wonderful. He unites in them both
usefulness and beauty. You admire the glorious host
of countless leaves that meet your gaze as you stroll
through a garden or forest. These leaves, so beautiful
and varied, are the lungs and stomachs of the plants you
admire. By them they drink in the nectar which falls
from the air-woven wings of the passing winds. Not
only are they purveyors of food and drink to the vegetable realm, but they have a still higher, a more sacred
function to fulfill in their regard.
Within their folds
they carry about and distribute the germs of new plant
life, and so aid to fecundize the earth.
It has been remarked how speedily nature effaces the vestiges of desolation that follow volcanic eruptions and earthquakes.
This is accomplished in part by the fleet-winged winds
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that

sow the mosses and ferns and grasses and algae
make the glorious green carpet that soothes our eyes

and

rests

that

From

our

feet.

the invisible wings of

Him who

fills

the

whole

is brought to the soul-world not only re-'
freshment and strength, but increase of spiritual life.
The seeds of vocation are silently dropped in the heart
of a budding youth or maiden. And they leave home
and all that is fair and dear to follow His impulse. He
sweeps across the barren lands of paganism and in His

world, there

wake

souls rush after

what

mysterious force.

Him, drawn they know not by

He

converts barren wastes into

He lives

so near to creatures, and they
brush their very hearts,
His
wings
are so dear to Him.
but so blind and insensible are they that His wooing
remains often unanswered. Alas! poor soul, "if thou

smiling gardens.

hadst known, and that in this thy day, the things that

now

are to thy peace; but

they are hidden from thy

eyes" (Luke XIX, 42).

We conclude our remarks on the emblems of the
Holy Ghost with a passage bearing on this topic from
the illustrious Oratorian,

Father

Faber.^

He

says:

Father Faber was a very devout client of the Divine Spirit.
his intention to add to the list of his beautiful works, a book
on the Holy Ghost. Material was gathered and a plan made, but
he died before he could realize his intention. Devotion to the Third
Person is a characteristic of the Oratory, an heirloom of their holy
In 1699, St. Philip Neri made known to the Ven.
founder.
'

It

was

Serafina di Dio, Carmelitess of Naples, that his congregation was
it were, after the likeness of God and of the Three Divine
Persons, especially of the Person of the Holy Ghost. "He told me,"
she says, "that those who belong to the Congregation ought not to
be called by any other name than sons of the Holy Ghost, and that
the Congregation ought to be called the Temple of the Holy Ghost:
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me

a dim vision of the beauty of
Most Holy Trinity, the eternally proceeding Love of the Father and the Son.
I have
tried to image Him as the dove or the tongues of fire;
then as the sound of the mountain-wind high up, while
the woods and lakes lay unruffled in the vales; then as
a wondrous, shoreless, uncreated sea of love. But I was
'There

is

ever before

the Third Person of the

discontented.

Then

son, not like the

I

Lamb

tried to picture
slain, as

His Divine Per-

the Incarnate Son, but

and the white resplendency of shadow-casting clouds. But it was not
enough. Then I pictured Him as if He were the viewless air, which 1 breathed, which was my life, as if the
air w^ere He, going into me and coming out, and He a
as a distinct person veiled in light,

Divine Person, sw^eetly envious of the Son, sweetly

Humanity which He Himself had
coming into the w^orld on beautifullest

coveting the Sacred
fashioned, and

He could be
an actual incarnation; and it was so near that
He seemed almost human, though unincarnate. And
this w^as the clearest view I ever could see of that Divine Person.** (Notes on Doctrinal and Spiritual Submission, seeking to be as near incarnate as

w^ithout

jects,

Father Faber, Vol.

I,

p. 98.)

he said it was not my spirit that founded it, but the Holy Spirit (Cf.
Notes on Doctrinal and Spiritual Subjects, Fr. Faber, Vol. 1, p. 99.)
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TO THE READER:—A
oil for his

readers

;

scribe

he collected

went forth to fetch
it from many sour-

At length their lamps
ces and in generous quantity.
were replenished to overflowing. Nevertheless there
was no light, only darkness. Then flashed a spark from
heaven and ignited the oil. Forthwith a great blaze
lighted up their minds with intellectual brightness. And
the brightness generated energy so that their hearts

beat faster.

His readers saw

new

and felt nobler
had ignited the oil.

truths

aspirations, thanks to the spark that

The foregoing pages contain oil, so to speak, colWith it you have filled the
lamp of your soul. You have made it your own. Alas!

lected in various fields.

for a spark to ignite

Man may

it.

enlighten, but he can-

Only
mind and make the
oil blaze into living knowledge and by it stir the heart to
generous action. May the Holy spirit do this for you,
gentle reader, so that our effort, accompanied by His
grace, may aid you to know, love, and serve Him better
and so enlarge His kingdom on earth. Before you
urge you to decide what your
close this book, may
heart will do henceforth for the Glory of the Holy

not persuade his fellow-man in things spiritual.
the Spirit of

God

can

set fire to the

I

Ghost.

