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Violence and State
A

Security in Africa:
Sociological Analysis .1
By

Ebuley Afful
1. Introduction

situation, beset by conflicts and violence, is
drawing attention all over the world. It is no good news! It is
turmoil, communal conflict and violence, hatred and malicious
The current African

actions towards ethnic groups in the

same

nation-state. There is

institutionalized division, deep-rooted enmity between ethnic
groups, religious sects and belief-systems, political groups and
institutions

of state.

flared up in
of most African nation-states,
These

impairing the security
which are wreaking havoc
destruction

people

on

citizens and

on

have

innocent

conflagration
conflagrations
lives, sowing death and

bringing economic

ruin. Millions of

have fled and continue to flee their homes

across

national

migrations have resulted in overcrowded and
refugee camps where people die pathetically from
apocalyptic diseases and plagues. Most of these are fleeing wars
and government repression, and a state machinery characterized
by corruption, gluttony and indiscipline leading to general
institutional breakdown and infrastructural atrophy in most nation
states. Wither is Africa wending?
Wars have degraded Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Chad, Angola
and Mozambique. Wars are still devastating Burundi, Liberia,
Sierra Leone and Rwanda. There is civil strife in Algeria, Egypt,
Morocco and the Sahara Republic, Ghana, Zaire, Cameroon,
Nigeria, Gambia, Senegal, Mali, Togo and some others.
Repression and corruption have fuelled conflict and instability
across Africa, And most of the countries seriously affected by war
borders. Mass

cholera-ridden

and "Violence suffer from famine and disease.
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The African continent and its

into the

deep-rooted

causes

opinion

of these
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leaders will have to delve

wars

and conflicts in the

various nation-states. What is the nation-state?
1.1. The Nation-State, Power and Violence

The nation-state concept is very important in modern politics and
government. The nation-state is described as "a political apparatus,

recognized

to

have

sovereign rights

within

the

borders

of

demarcated tenitorial area, able to back its claims to sovereignty by
control of military power, many of whose citizens have positive

feelings

of commitment to its national

identity".

2

Political and cultural self-determination and economic

integration

characteristics of the nation-state. The government lays claim to
specific tenitory, possesses formalized codes of law backed by the
are

control of

military

and the citizens

are

force. All nation-states in Africa

supposed to

have

sovereign,
rights and duties, and
nation, but virtually all
are

common

should know themselves to be part of the
African nation-states have been built from societies of diverse
-

backgrounds. As a result social integration has to be worked at in
order to bring about unity and peaceful coexistence. The OAU)"
Charter is supposed to have accepted national boundaries as they
existed during the colonial times. The Africa of today is made up of
"nation-states" with boundaries set to suit the interest of the
colonists.
The modem nation-state
order and effect control

power in order to maintain
its citizens. This function rests on the

monopolizes

over

coercion. Thus the nation-state is

seen by
apply physical
some as "an organization of violence that serves the interests of
elites"."
The use or threat of physical power has often been maintained
for social control. Violence as a means of settling economic, ethnic,
tenitorial, political and religious disputes has a long and tragic
history. It is in vogue in Africa of today. In modem nation-states
physical force is sanctioned by elaborate set of conventions, and it is
employed by carefully chosen, controlled and psychologically
trained personnel. Thus the institutionalized monopoly of power is

right

to

Ebuley�1
almost taken for

granted.
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state power is

good,

it is

demonized when one arrogates power to her-lhimself and 'divorces it
from love, service, justice, peace, equality and development of
human and social resources. If official power serves mainly the self
interest of the

ruling class, it is divorced from service for the
good. It simply promotes lust for power and self
glorification through the ruthless use of power. This is what has
engulfed the continent of Africa with violence. Such power
degenerates into tyranny. The tyrants choose violent solutions based
which is vindictive self-righteousness in
on vindictive justice
disguise. In this way power and authority exclude the common
citizens; and there is bound to be an eruption as is happening in
common

most of Africa now.

1.2. Violence

as

Demonized Power

The nation-state
welfare

.

assumes

responsibility for the exercise of justice,
Religious fanatics, employers,

and violence.

taxation,
landlords, policemen, students
here then is "a

etc. engage in violence. Violence
of considerable or destroying force against
S
use of force that offends against a norm". In the

use

people or things, a
use of violence, physical

force is

to 'inflict

damage
political violence as force
prohibited by law and directed to change in society. It includes the
injuring, maiming and killing of citizens, enemies or opponents, and
even the police, to settle scores. This is revolutionary violence or
on

persons

or

applied

property. Honderich

injury

or

sees

6

riots which may lack well-articulated intentions.
Violence is demonized power which breaks rules' of practice and

renders systems less secure. People thus live in fear. Society
becomes unstable and insecure. The consequences are that citizens

find. themselves brutalized and dehumanized by conditions beyond
their control.
Socio-economic development becomes grounded. Citizens are
denied political rights and security, their civil and social rights are

virtually non-existent, and when these are aggravated by economic
failure and hardship, the possibility of violence erupting and its
being exploited by the power-hungry exists. Could this be the root
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of the violent

eruption all over Africa?
employ violence

who
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There also exists
curb

political
arbitrary and
of political and

opportunists
irresponsible use of power, and to broaden the area
economic liberty for a particular group. Could this be
to

the motive for

the various coups in Africa?
The nation-state needs power to diminish the ruthless power of
evil, (injustice, inequality, criminal activities, violation of law and

order).

But it is apparent that in most African nation-states, law
officers find it difficult to distinguish between

enforcement

preservation of the status quo. From
they easily move to the defense of the
established order. Criticism, agitation or tampering with what is, is
construed as an offense to be violently crushed. This could lead on

preservation of
maintaining law

peace and
and order,

to internal conflict and civil

war.

Nevertheless, violence may on occasions be an "appeal to the
7
sense of justice of the majority". In this case, violence is employed
to gain some degree of influence greater than is enjoyed by some of
the

majority

of individuals. We

can now move

on

to discuss the

African situation.
2. The African Situation

ofConflict and

Presently the African
upheavals. The glaring

Violence

continent is

going through a number of
social inequalities and tragedies on the
continent have become the concern of all Africans. Africa is in deep
crisis the consequence of the many conflicts and wars that plague
it. Conflict is understandably an endemic element of social life and
thus unavoidable.
Conflict is, however, not by necessity
accompanied by violence. But Africa of today is riddled with armed
violent conflicts, damaging to national unity and socio-economic
development, political stability and state security.
Media reports have focused largely on Rwanda, ravaged by
-

continued ethnic violence between the Hutu and Tutsi groups, in the
course of which bands of marauders roamed the streets armed with
guns and machetes searching for victims. It is estimated that over
half a million people were massacred on both sides in cold blood.

About 250,000

refugees

flooded into

Burundi, Uganda, Tanzania

Ebuley Ajful

and Botswana. Then
to be

the

million

over a

in

camped
appalling
killing continued.
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crossed

conditions. Even in the

over

into Zaire

refugee

camps,

Burundi has had its share of ethnic blood lust and

political rivalry,
turning the country into an unimaginable hell of killing, looting and
anarchy. The estimates range from some few hundreds to 150,000
killed with hordes of them joining refugees from Rwanda. The
Rwanda and Burundi killings still go on with pockets of armed
people going on intermittent attacks. Egypt also suffers its radical
Moslem terrorism, violence and bloodshed perpetrated by Islamic
fundamentaIists. There has been murders of foreigners and
indigenous Egyptians. The count as of last December 1994 was put
at about 400.

"T 0 avoid

bloody unrest, the democratic process to elect a
forcibly halted when it was realised that

government in Algeria was
the Islamic Salvation Front,
elections. This

triggers

a militant Moslem group, would win the
8
off violence and counter violence'. By the

end of 1994, there has been 27,600 people murdered by the
militants and some 160 by government forces. The killings still
continue. It is

now

estimated, May 1995, that the number killed

could be 40,000.
Sudan is faced with racial

enmity

and forceful conversion to Islam.

in its wake the

suppression of culture and the
religion, persecution and extermination.
This 12-year old conflict has already claimed over 100,000 lives,
excluding casualties from drought and famine. The Dinka of Sudan
believe God has endowed them with the right to rule. They see the
Nuer as simple nomads, and the Nuer see the Dinka as greedy and
hedonistic manipulators. The Equatorians argue that their green
fertile land is the backbone of the economy. They should, therefore,

It has

brought

identification of culture with

possess everything,"
A market-place argument
a

bloody

are

over a

guinea-fowl in Tendi triggered off.

ethnic conflict in north eastern Ghana. Some

lost and

over

15,000 persons

are

displaced

6,000 lives

with the destruction

villages. Nigeria yearns for a peaceful return to civilian
democratic government. Elections are held and they are supposedly
of several

characterized

by

fraud and

dishonesty.

The results

are

annulled.
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Agitation, strikes and demonstrations follow in its wake. Some
people lose their lives, others are arrested and detained, some" still
have to seek asylum elsewhere.
Riots erupt in Kano over the beheading of a Christian for
"desacralising" the Koran. Kano, we know, is the volatile Moslem
centre which was the focus of religious riots in the 1980s in which
thousands were killed. As I write, the news is that an argument over
a tip for a car parked in a market place erupted into riots between
Hausas (Moslem) and Igbos (Christian). Reports say there could be
as many as 100 victims but police give 5 as the official number with
hundreds of shops destroyed.
The Polisario wants tenitory, sovereignty and peace in the Western
Sahara. King Hassan denies them all these rights. There ensues
armed conflict. Peace and stability elude Morocco. Several
.

.

hundreds die.

Liberians have suffered and continue to suffer untold
the action of Charles

He

hardships

determined to

Taylor.
injustices, corruption and exploitation of Samuel Doe,
and then entertained the ambition to seize power in Liberia by force."
Over 25,000 out of a population of about 3 million are reportedly
killed and over 200,000 displaced as refugees all over the world.
Presently there is a tussle for power. A series of negotiations to
bring about peace and end the civil war have not succeeded.
Ethiopia and Somalia have had their share of hostile" encounters.
Over 300,000 lost their lives. Instead of justice and peace, hunger,
thirst, disease and misery have became their bread. The whole world
was
besieged with pictures of the suffering, pain and
dehumanization of the Ethiopians and Somalis.
In Sierra Leone, over the past 36, months, more than 10,000
people have been killed or are reported missing. Over 2 million. have
lost their homes and villages and nearly 100,000 have had to leave
the country. At least 50 people are dying each week in a growing
spiral of violence. Citizens find themselves brutalized and

through

was

eradicate the

dehumanized. Scores have had their heads and hands cut

off, and

the severed parts dumped in mass graves or displayed at roadblocks.
More than 30 villages are depopulated and have ceased to exist in
any

meaningful

sense.

EbuleyAffol
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Mozambique is now thriving on a brokered peace. It has been
by a 16-year war in which one million died; more than
became orphans while 6 million others were
children
500,000
displaced or became refugees in neighbouring states. The war
caused economic and social damage to the tune of 20 billion US
dollars; 3,000 primary schools and about 1,000 health centres were
destroyed in the rural areas. The COWlUy returned to illiteracy, moral
degradation, famine and disease. Angola is on the road to peace
devastated

after

over

20 years of civil

war.

More than

a

million have lost their

lives and pretty wen over two million were
countries. In 1985 there were 35,000 Angolan

refugees
refugees

in other
in Zaire's

Shaba

province.
Quite recently the civilian government of the Gambia was toppled
by the military in the name of justice and economic mis
management.
�

In all these violent conflictual situations innocent lives have been

and

are being lost unnecessarily. There is neither peace nor security.
And in Accra, Ghana, workers and citizens embarked on a peaceful
better conditions of living in a harsh, "sapped' economic set up.

Violence erupts when

they are confronted by ACDRS, a pro
government para-military group. Lives are lost. Security for the civil
population is impaired by precisely increasing the "state security"
outfit.

panoramic view of the African situation: violent conflicts
in Zaire, Kenya, Togo (where mystery killings are reported),
Uganda, Mauritania and even in Cote d'Ivoire,
What are the causes of these wars, confrontations, violence and
conflicts? The question is, do Africans have innate inclinations
towards aggression? Are they inherently aggressive and use these
violent conflicts to express their murderous feelings in their nation
states? Why would an ethnic group massacre another in the same
nation? I shall like to examine these questions on the religious,
political, ethnic and military level.
This is

a

..

Why Do Wars and Violence Take Place?
May be it would help us to delve into the general causes of war
and violence. Conflicts and wars have forged national borders.
3.
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major factor influencing the survival of nation
states. The wish for conquest or subjugation of less powerful groups
have been enough grounds for war and conflict. Others have been
spurred on by the quest for economic interests to promote violence
and conflict from the limited and rational application of force to

Military strength is

a

-

unrestricted violence.
We

also

know

that

which

war

or

be

conflicts

come

about

over

handled

disagreements,
successfully through
negotiation, treaty or diplomacy. The desire to acquire some or all
of the territory of another and the struggle over resources, such as
the control of a major oil region or sea-route or whatever could be
cannot

War becomes the ultimate test of power in the
international arena. War is not merely a political act, but also a real

occasion for

war.

political instrument, a continuation of political
on of the same by other means through
violence. In

some

employed

blackmail

to

countries the threat
or to

or

commerce,

a

carrying

the management of
actual use of violence is

intimidate civilian authorities. Violence

and conflict could also be the result of

ideological

religious

or

clashes.
3.1.

Ethnicity and

Violence

The ethnic factor underlies the armed conflict in northeastern

Ghana, Liberia, Somalia, Sudan, Mozambique, Sierra Leone and
highly publicized Rwanda-Burundi massacres. In the. Kwazulu

the

Natal

area

of south Africa Chief Buthelezi is

division and
cause

for

loyalty
leadership.

people.
The post-colonial
animosities.

Group

as a

legitimate

cause

Ibis has resulted in the
era

has

rivalries

cashing

in

on

ethnic

for hatred to advance his

killing

of hundreds of

brought to the surface latent ethnic
being exploited by power-hungry
Charles Taylor, Strasser, Mobutu,

are

politicians like Buthelezi,
Savimbi, Rawlings and many more.

than 300 ethnic groups are at each other's throats
tussling for supreme control with serious consequences for the
future development of the country. The main ethnic groups have
In Zaire

more

divided their support for Mobutu and the

opposition leader,

Etienne

EbuleyAf.JU1
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Tshisekedi, The Kivus and Baluba who support Tshisekedi have
been harassed and forced by government soldiers to seek refuge in
Zambia and

Angola.

The wish to

subjugate

and control less

powerful groups seem to be the motive.
Where ethnic groups believe in a superiority or privilege based on
ethnic ancestry and/or historical events, aggression and show of
force are often initiated against other groups. Rwanda and Burundi
could fit into this model. In

some

to hear of some ethnic groups

nation-states it is not

being

uncommon

labelled the 'slaves' of other

ethnic groups. Pejorative and derogatory remarks are made of those
'slave' groups. And it is not uncommon for them to initiate steps to
free themselves from their feudal overlords. This is the root

the Nanumba-Konkomba

regard
fight or go to war

war.
as

Some other ethnic groups seek ethnic separation.
nationality in terms of cultural homogeneity

distinctiveness.

is

of

The Konkomba would not want to

'slaves' of any group in Ghana.
to free themselves.

themselves

see or

cause

They

They define
and

racial

cultural bond between the

Citizenship
community. Some even define the nation-state
race
and
through
biological descent, and would therefore want to
maintain a tradition of sexual exclusivity. The ethnic conflict boiling
in Algeria between the indigenous Berbers and the Arabs, and also
seen as a

individual and the

between the

superiority

moors

and blacks in Mauritania

are

rooted in ethnic

and ethnic

purity.
regimes did not encourage the ideals of democratic
participation in Africa, and there is little basis for a feeling of
national unity. This is evident in Liberia, Nigeria, Zaire, Burundi,
Rwanda, Somalia, Ethiopia and many more. The divide and rule
tactic adopted by the colonialists kept the groups apart and where
multiple ethnic, clannish and regional loyalties existed, they
maintained them and even deepened the antagonism through
lopsided development. Some of the population therefore came to
have little knowledge of or interest in the mechanisms of a central
Colonial

government. The introduction of multi-party government systems
led to these being ethnicized and thus becoming unstable. Specific
ethnic interests

are

much

more

important.
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in the ethnic groups realize it is pretty easy to use
the army to advance their cause and to settle their scores. They
flood the army and bide their time for an excuse of 'unbridled

Opinion leaders

corruption, political repression and social injustice and uneven
development'to seize power. For example, Sierra Leone's Strasser
seized power ostensibly to crush rebels, crackdown on conuption,
:fix the economy and respect human right and democracy'. There is
the general feeling that 'the widespread revulsion is caused by the
officially sanctioned tribal killings organised by a bunch of violent
corrupt and undisciplined young soldiers of the Strasser led
NPRC.10 The undercurrent tribalism of the military takeover is
evidenced by 'the tribal massacres [which] were planned in advance
and were ordered by government (NPRC) officials", The civil war
in liberia was originally aimed at toppling Samuel Doe whose
Krahn ethnic group held sway and was suppressing other groups
including the Americo-Liberians who had enjoyed a privileged
position until Doe's coup in 1980. The indigenous groups have
always resented rule by the settlers, the Americo-liberians. But the
settler group of repatriated American slaves and their descendants
have made themselves the dominant group. So Charles Taylor and
other ethnic leaders continue to fight for leadership four years after
Doe. This has reinforced ethnic exclusivity and has necessitated
repression and decimation of groups. So the Liberian war drags on
for ethnic-cultural exclusiveness.
It is also not

uncommon

to form

lines in order to

power-hungry

political parties along

ethnic

other groups. In so doing,
gain advantage
politicians choose to exploit latent ethnic animosities
over

in order to throw

people against

Zaire. This is also the situation in

one

another

Angola

as

has

happened

in

where the 17 -year civil

Jonas Savimbi's UNT A, which is

pitted
against president

war

Edwardo dos Santos'

of thousands

Ovimbundu-dominated,
Bakongo-dominated !vIPLA.

Angolans have died and hundreds of
refugees. Rawlings of Ghana is promoting a
system of domination by the Ewe group over all others, especially
Tens

thousands left

of

as

the Akans. And this does not augur wen for the future of the

country.

EbuJey AffoJ
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personal security,
irrational

Since violence has

no
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governments promote

exploit

it for their

constitutional sanction

own

(it

is

immoral), it presents the opportunity to clamp
down on opponents in the name of state security.
Ethnic violence could be the result of conflict between the
as

wen

beneficiaries of

as

regime and those who have been deprived as in
deprived groups rose up against the privileged in
Juvenal's regime, and the consequence is the bloody Hutu-Tutsi
violence. When ethnicity combines with. political ambition and
privileged· status of an ethnic group, possible fertile grounds are
prepared for violent upheavals, especially in a situation of economic
chaos and administrative incompetence.
a

Rwanda. The

3.2.

Religious Factors

Religious

and

consciousness could be

dangerously pursued to
the detriment of national security. And when religion and ethnicity
are both intertwined, fortress mentality, which is the result of
martyrdom complex, could bring about bloody conflicts and
prolonged violence. The Islamic North Africa (the Mahgreb) has
serious security problems as a result of religious "purity'. Several
thousands of people have been violently murdered in Algeria, Egypt
and Morocco as a result of the religious factor.
Algeria is on fire. Militant Moslems want power and the
establishment of an Islamic theocratic state. They want Sharia Law
to be the basis for ruling. In the Sudan, the same search for an
Islamic theocratic state had led to division between north and south,
Arab and African, Moslem and Christian. Here, religious and ethnic
homogeneity. merge, and thus ethnic and religious intermarriage
have become additionally constrained and inhibited. They seek for
religious exclusiveness. Religious intolerance is the framework for
the struggle of ethnic and racial superiority and supremacy. And
religious vengeance breeds counter-vengeance, The riot of Kano
and Kaduna in northern Nigeria are also ethnically and politically
motivated with religion providing only the inspiration. The cross and
race

crescent become ostensible cover-ups. Thus the racial and ethnic
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Algeria and Mauritania are disguised as religious wars
and guided by the Quran and Sharia law.
In like manner, the violence in Egypt is against the backdrop of
acute economic and social problems, a growing gap between the
rich and the poor, public disenchantment with government
corruption and bureaucratic inertia, but is disguised as religious
under the aegis of Islamic forceful conversion. It is alleged that
Islamic religious conflicts and wars are founded by the
Organisations of Islamic Conference (OIC) with petrodollars from
struggle
inspired

in

the Middle East. A make-belief that
one

the

ardent "islamizer' gets
where religious violence has erupted,

the

one

is

funding. In most areas
religious factor only precipitates it;

an

the remote

causes or

real

a struggle for supremacy
the
who
make religion the sign of
political authority by
poor,
the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, just as it is the
causes

or

and motives

are

there. It could be

for

spirit of a spiritless
3.3.

Military

Military

situation. It is the

opium of the

people."

Violence

service has been considered

peace. The presence of the
Modem nation-states involve

claims to

military

as

service for order and

is marked

by

nonviolence.

apparatus of government laying
possessing formalized codes of law,
an

specific territories,
by the control of military force. The state is thus a
principle of power and authority relying on the military. The military
is used to back up juridical decision-making. It therefore steers clear
of politics. It therefore lacks the legitimacy to rule. But military
and backed

governments have become

common

For two decades Africa has
take-overs

and

overthrow of

the

and normal in most of Africa.

experienced

dissolution
there

an

epidemic

of democratic

has been

rule.

of

military

Since

the

colonialism,
struggle
military and political elite for supremacy. The military
in most cases have won because they are far more tightly organized
and have a monopoly over the most powerful weapons. Military
opportunism has been exhibited in Ghana, Nigeria, Togo, Benin,
Burkina Faso, Uganda, Guinea, Sierra Leone and recently The
Gambia. The military has sought to rule only to correct graft and
a

constant

between the

·

Ebuley Afful
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corruption which has eaten so deeply into society and the
government's inability and unwillingness to curb this social

official

...

civilian
canker'.

13

military rule, as a corrective regime, is motivated by the
elimination of corruption, animosity and divisiveness. Citizens who
have become disenchanted with a decadent and incompetent
government accept these reasons as plausible. Attempts to use
constitutional and legal means to get a change of goveinment
entrenched in power is forcefully used against the citizens. There is
apparent insecurity and destabilisation. The military thus comes in to
redeem the citizens (National Redemption Council in Ghana) or to
liberate the country from bullish criminals (National Liberation
Council, Ghana). The military also comes in simply the clean the
augean stables and quickly leave the scene. So you have the
Provisional Ruling Council in Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Ghana.
Some military regimes tend to be revolutionary, to change the tide
of affairs and introduce new political climate. So you have the
Revolutionary Council in Sierra Leone, The Gambia, Nigeria and
Burkina Faso. They see themselves as promoting a new ideology.
The

There

are

political
state

of

also defence councils which defend the nation from

marauders who have

anarchy

and

plunged the nation into a permanent
Provisional National Defence
instability
-

Council, Ghana.

military juntas aim at cleaning the stables, introducing
accountability and transparency, honesty and hardwork along with
patriotism. Then they safely handover to a democratically elected
The

civilian government and leave the scene.
More often than not these military

regimes evolve into
sanguinary despots
corruption. They become insensitive
to the plight of the people they seek to liberate or redeem, defend
and protect. They, in their trail, introduce draconian decrees for the
ruthless oppression of opponents, disguised as discipline. Detention
riddled with

without trial torture and executions become their hallmarks. What
often happens is more coups attempts; and when a coup-d'etat

succeeds, another regime comes in more brutal than the former.
Should there be a failure, in the attempts, then one has summary

18
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:fighting

the

regular

army

as

in

Sierra Leone and liberia.
In order to beef up their position, the military leaders become the
focus of security and all others are left at the mercy of chance.

military establishment, the
security
doubly hampered. They jostle for power, and
loyalties are divided. The ground is ripe for civil war as in Angola,
Zaire, Somalia, Liberia and Sierra Leone.
Th.e military could sound the drums of war as diversionary tactics
to heighten the insecurity in the country. Trouble is fomented in
neighbouring countries in order to get the sympathy, if not the
support, of the populace and "to keep their minds off the harsh
conditions at home. So Ghana confronts Togo, Nigeria is struggling
with Cameroon over the Bakassi Peninsular, and Sudan and Uganda
are now slugging it out.
Military violence is perpetrated through the announcement of
alleged coup plots. The occasion is used to silence critics, arrest and
When tribal factions do form within the
of the state is

detain

potential opponents
leaders physically. Rawlings

and when

possible

eliminate

opinion

Ghana; and in Nigeria
Sanni Abacha has arrested some personalities in the wake of the
second anniversary of June 12 1993 presidential election, an
allegedly involved in a coup attempt. Insecurity is heightened by that
act. The arrogance and political intolerance of military juntas make
them preoccupy themselves with witch-hunting of opponents,
intimidating them with torture and bullish tactics.
During the civilian rule, the military could be used to cause
havoc, especia1ly when most members of government are retired
military officers. The least agitation is an occasion used to declare a
state of emergency in order to use the military to brutaIise citizens.
A recent 'Kumepreko' demonstration in Accra against economic
malaise, mass dismissals, conspicuous plunder and use of state funds
by government and its functionaries, was nearly exploited by the
government to use the military to cause violence. The minister for
the interior said, among other things in parliament, that the
government "consider]s] the stability of the nation as of paramount
importance and will not shirk our responsibility to protect life and
property'.14
has done that in

.
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Other government functionaries and institutions viewed 'the so
called demonstration as only a ploy for bringing down the
of constitutional progress
doubt that the aftermath of the thwarted

government and turning the clock
backwards. There

was no

and frustrated demonstration was

no

different from the aftermath of

15

uprising or a coup d'etat'.
ground was thus being prepared for a state of emergency in
order to exploit it to deal ruthlessly with political opponents who are
blamed for destabilisation and insecurity. The army then violates
human rights with impunity and human life is not respected The
state's security cannot be guaranteed, as a result of rumblings in the
a

foiled
The

army itself.
3.4. Economic Violence

The civil

wars

and internal conflicts in most of Africa have their

economic dimension. Socio-economic transformations have often

been the rationale for

change in government. The majority of the
elite,
rnilitaty, over indulged in a get-rich
quick bonanza and become tools of economic paralysis. Rather than
contribute meaningfully to the socio-economic development of the
nation, they strive to transform themselves overnight into petty
bourgeois by massive embezzlement of public funds with impunity
in a free-for-all rat race. They (military and civilian elite) perpetuate
the economic exploitation of the continent resulting in untold
hardships and misery for the masses who continue to bear the brunt
Afiican

of their economic
How do

economic

a

both civilian and

they
policies

mess.

do it?
on our

They

become the

acolytes of

continent. Most African

Western

COWltries are now

pursuing IMFlWorld Bank Structural Adjustment Programmes
(SAPs). These prescriptions have visited untold hardships on the
citizens. Grinding and abject poverty are sweeping across the
continent

service

as

she wrestles with the results of ERPISAP.
the state is reduced

Social

if not

non
provision by
considerably,
existent. Hard gains in health and education have been reversed,
living standards have so declined and poverty has so increased that
people are refusing to live any more. Since our power-hungry
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elite want international and western

kowtow to these inhuman

prescriptions

recognition,

at the expense of their

poor citizens. They would lick their boots for anything.
As reported in West Africa, Structural Adjustment
..

loans with

Programmes

They lead to cuts in spending on
health and education, rising unemployment and spiralling prices all
of which hit the poorest hard' .16 By its trade liberalisation
are

strings

attached.

arrangements, the IMF/World Bank control the economy of
African states which

are

thus turned into

dumping grounds

most

for all

goods. The consequence is that Africa has become
continent of buyers, sellers and consumers. African nations have

kinds of shoddy
a

become the pawns of Western economies providing raw materials at
prices set by the West and they sen their manufactured goods to us
at their

prices.
enterprises have been privatised, or is it 'foreignized'? This
leaves some countries, like Ghana, without national assets. The
economy is controlled by foreigners with support by the
government. These foreigners maltreat citizens with impunity and
threaten them with dismissals when they complain. An illustrative
example is this 'inhumane treatment being meted out to workers of
VGL by an expatriate without regard to the existing labour laws of
own

State

the country. The workers are under constant threat of summary
dismissal any time they complain and have been asked to sign a
...

Saturday and Sunday without pay,.l7 The
brought serious human costs and social hardships to
overcrowded
African
states
disease,
hospitals,
many
in
rise
street
children, political instability. In short,
unemployment,
people have become senseless, fruitless, heartless and ruthless' .18
The cumulative result is brain drain, and the attendant influx of
foreign consultants to 'monitor and evaluate state-owned enterprises
who are paid between $10,000 a month and $16,000 a month but
at a
their impact have been negligible'." The Times continues,
time that workers of corporations had not been paid for over 20
months, should the government continue to pay between C 1 Om, and
20
C 16m monthly to individual'.
The paper said that the salaries of
bond to work every

ERPISAP have

..

'

...

..

the consultants

came

from

a

World Bank Loan'.
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other hand African experts are labelled "economic
discriminated against in the Western World.

refugees"

and

Economic

packages

throats of Africans

dollars

for neo-colonisation

forced down the

are

through their puppet government. For a few
these governments, they are instructed to

given to
evangelize' their citizens on family planning and population control,
and against procreation. Africa is over populated. Multinationals
..

therefore have the licence to flood the streets with sex-materials for
the

prevention
dehumanising.
Deals

are

of

conception.

clinched with

Some

some

of

their

adverts

are

few dollars to alleviate the

economic difficulties and for

'development programmes' if toxic
accepted into Africa. So you wake up
one morning and the sea is full of weeds, or what?
On the African market can be found expired manufactured
goods, rejected meat and poultry, salmonella-infested eggs, cereals
waste and materials would be

.

and

gone bad.

grains

All in the

name

of AID and economic

assistance. This is economic violence. Africa is
that she has

'

sunk

low

poor and needy
people have the

so

that

commercially
import used BRASSIERES and PANTIES for our
women and men folks'," For a paltry sum, our women are sexually
abused by expatriates all because of lack of financial security, This is
effrontery

so

to

real economic violence.

dangerous than all the other
forms of violence. It leads to identity crises, loss of self-security and
low self-esteem. It is not surprising that most of the countries
(Ghana Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Gambia, Kenya, Uganda, Zambia
etc), rocked by civil wars, uprisings against their governments and
devastated by famine and drought are all ThAF/World Bank
controlled economies. The African has lost hislher soul through
This economic violence is

more

socio-economic violence.
4. Conclusion

Humans

everywhere desire freedom, order and security. They
arbitral)' and irresponsible power in order to broaden
of political and economic liberty. Therefore, when

want to curb

the scope
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governments adopt strategies and tactics for the manipulation and
control of the

majority by a powerfully and strategically placed
minority, peaceful coexistence and cooperation of a multiethnic
nation would be disturbed. Violence erupts and security is impaired
for the individual and the nation

as a

whole.

Afiican leaders have used their power to turn their states into
one-party states and in the process alienated and excluded the

majority. When the ruling party happens to be ethnically based, then
gives room for other ethnic groups to struggle for freedom and

this

economic advancement. There is bound to be ethnic conflicts and
wars.

And the

masses

leaders, in

a

way, failed to

and thus lack the basic foundation

the support of the
which the ability to

earn
on

lead rests.
The belief that one-party rule brings about stability and economic
progress while it keeps emergent nations from fragmenting and

balkanising themselves along ethnic or regional lines have often been
good ground for insurrection leading to communal violence. This is
the situation in Zaire, Togo, and is in process in Ghana. Ironically,
these leaders pursue policies that per se cause fragmentation and
balkanisation. Some create an ethnic-based personal army instead of
national army. Others dominate the army command and with
officers from their ethnic groups in what should really be a national
military organisation and not a tribal army. And when this 'tribal
a

army' is turned into a tool of oppression and blind devotion to the
president, ethno-cultural violence, like that of Rwanda
Burundi, can easily take place. This explains the Liberian, Somalian,
tribe and

and Sierra Leonean internecine

and the tribe'

brings

'Solidarity of the gang
destruction
of peace and
strife,

wars.

in its wake civil

The

stability.

helping itself by perpetuating and perpetrating the
ethnic divisions so successfully exploited by the colonialists. It is
unwise to rule one's country by pitting one tribe against the other. It
breeds hatred and vindictiveness. When religious conversion is
combined with ethnic purity, there is bound to be a conflagration,
Many new democratic nations (Ghana, Togo, Guinea, Benin,
Kenya, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, etc) in Africa are so jeny-built that
they resemble dictatorships on leave. In many cases the colonial
Afiica is not
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unchanged, or what they revolted against and
murdered people for, remains intact. It is merely populated by new
faces with some governments practising an internal colonial regime
edifice is still

which is authoritarian but not authoritative. The state has become
synonymous with the ruler. Zaire
empire of Mobutu; Kenya
fiefdom of Arap Moi; Ghana
vassalage of Rawlings etc: "L'etat
-

-

-

c'estmoi!"
The

West .often

aids

and abets these

despots with often

help entrench them in power. These
for the testing of socio-political and

aids to

misguided development
'guinea-gips'

leaders become

economic theories of the West. This results in

hardship leading

to

violent overthrows and internal conflicts.
Some

dictatorial

governments play

tensions in order to entrench their

on

existing

communal

power and advance their
the Ewe-Akan tension has been
own

political agenda. For example,
exploited 'successfully' in Rawlings' Ghana. It looks like it is about
to explode.
The Americo-liberian-indigenous groups tension was exploited by
Doe in liberia, and the long term result is the present Liberian
crisis. Mobutu's Zaire, Savimbi's Angola and Kanan Bedie's Betes
are all carved along these lines. Discrimination and violence against
target groups, denial of equal political rights may sometimes be
traced to official policies. One cannot rule the Nanumba-Konkomba
conflict out this. The pronouncements and promises of officialdom
have brought about this situation in northeastern Ghana.
On the religious plane, racial, religious and ethnic superiority
interplay to bring contlict and violence. The religious wars of the
Dark Ages in Europe for religious supremacy are now being fought
in Africa with support from both Arabs and Christian Europe. Let's'
colonize and control Africa through religion. And Africa faDs for the
bait. Africa is either christian or Moslem, just as it is Anglophone,
Francophone, or Lusophone. This etbno-religious conflict is
aggravated when one area is perceived to be very wen provided for
by way of social amenities and development projects. This easily
triggers offviolence.
It is also a known fact that some sanguinary despots in Africa train
hit squads to brutalize, torture, repress, intimidate and physicaUy
own

Violence and State

24

Security in Africa: A Sociological Analysis

eliminate their opponents. They allow discussion only in line with
their views which are deemed rational and tolerable. There is the

commando group of Rawlings and his Associations of Committees
for the Defence of the Revolution even in this constitutional era.
The Red Berets

presidential guards were about to be formed in
Nigeria; Eyadema of Togo and Kerekou of Benin had their hit
squads etc. They arc involved in political spying, intimidation and
attacks

on

or

individuals and the

news

media. The armed forces

are

rendered powerless as they are poorly armed and underpaid. They
become easy prey for the power hungry who lure them to cause

security and peace of the nation.
political
emerging today in Africa. Africa stands
a great chance if it would take advantage of the vast possibilities
created by the new political situation. The war in Angola may soon
be over, and in Mozambique it is all over. South Africa is multi
racial. All Colonial bastions have been pulled down. Africa has to
respond creatively to this new situation. Despair should not be our
answer. There is need for a new focus. nus requires discipline and
visionary leaders; an elite which is truly independent in thought and
action; an elite which wants to reach the top through excellence and
dedication. Then would peaceful, settled and stable societies emerge'
in Africa
societies organized for sustainable growth and
development.

violence and disturb the
A

situation is

new

-
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