OBSTACLES
"I believe in God, in the soul, in immortality,

goodness,

I believe in virtue; I believe in

constant effort and in austere work,

I believe in

I believe in justice,

wisdom and

I believe in

good

I believe in the

in

in truth,

I do,

and

happy deaths and

I believe in

I believe in the
"
I believe!
.

mystery,

in charity,

which saves the world,

I believe in sorrow,

.

and

life,

in fruitful ideals,

blood of Christ and of martyrs;

.

This profession of faith of Daniel Brother's

was written

at

and is to be found inside the cover of
a lectionary in the abbey of Bee Hellouin. In particular, it
affirms his " faith in sorrow, which saves the world". He had
an especially bitter experience on his return from six months
sick leave at the beginning of 1907. Scarcely had he
announced in The Echo the title of his next Talks In Defence of
Religion on the subject, Are All Religions Good?, with the
Saint Louis in Senegal,

7

subtitle, Is

it

not our duty

which threatens

to

to

seek to stem the torrent of infidelity

engulf our youth?

Kuneman, reacted by sending

when

his

Bishop,

to Daniel's superior a severe

letter.

He

said in

it

that

he had learned that the Governor of

Senegal had refused to renew
therefore his presence

Fr. Brother's

was deemed
27

work

undesirable.

permit,

and

The Bishop
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wrote, "The talks Fr. Brottier
nature,

and instead

is

giving are far too political in

of being a minister of peace, he

a firebrand spreading discord

.

.

.

"

is

rather

Therefore, the talks

must

end, The Echo must close down, and the activities of the

must stop that very evening: ". .be good
and you will be good missionaries. Preach the

Catholic Circle
religious

.

Gospel!"

Daniel was always sensitive to the good opinion of his

and what hurt him most was the
dialogue between himself and his bishop, the
superiors,

total lack of

tissue of lies

being spread about himself, the malicious insinuations

and the
implications about his lack of sincerity. He was bowled over
by it all. He wrote, "A priest without a good reputation
cannot do any good." He himself had never been jealous of
anyone. Now he was a "sign of contradiction" (Luke 2:34).
In the silence of prayer, he gradually became conscious of
peddled around as regards his personal

another of the

realities of the apostolate, the

life,

eighth beatitude

proclaimed by Jesus: "Happy are you when men speak all
kinds of evil about you on my account" (Matthew 5:11).

Immediately he forgave his bishop,

months

A new
what he

discovery took hold of

in fact died a

few

him from then

on, namely,

called in his profession of faith, "Sorrow, the world's

redemptress".
Jesus,

who

later.

and

He saw

in suffering a sharing in the cross of

that he, Daniel,

by

it

was

also helping to save the

world. Francis Libermann, the spiritual animator of the
Missionaries of the Holy

"one

full of

described the apostolic

life

as

love and of holiness, by which a missionary

is

Spirit,

continually sacrificed to the glory of the Father for the

redemption of the world" (ND
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10. 505).

Up until then Daniel
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-

of sacrifice as a readiness to give

Lord; now, this availability

still

remained, but to

age and from

He

his

was added

be a co-redeemer
had wanted martyrdom from an early

a mysterious interior dimension, that

with Jesus Christ!

it

all to

is,

to

now on it would be an offering "drop by drop"

to the will of the Father: "I believe in the

blood of Christ and

of the martyrs!"

an important step on the road of apostolic life. "The
crosses which we carry are pure gold, but humiliations are
pearls and precious stones" wrote Libermann (ND 1. 489).
Today's apostle is also invited by his Lord to serve Him by
this road of unjust accusation and persecution. That is how
the benefits of the resurrection are worked out with Jesus, by
association with His cross. "I complete what is lacking in the
sufferings of Christ for His body which is the church" (Col.
1:24), wrote Saint Paul, who presented his experiences as "a
thorn in the flesh" (2 Cor. 12:7). In Galatians 6:14 he wrote, "I
This

is

must only
is

find

salvation,

my glory in the cross of Jesus Christ, in which

life

and our

resurrection."

The new Bishop of Dakar, Jalabert, rehabilitated Brottier
and gave him free rein to revive what Daniel called "the first
shot in the fray for the triumph of Christ" (The Echo, 1911).
When both of them departed together for France in the June
of 1911, Daniel did not know that he would never return to
Africa. While praying for the continent he loved so much he
murmured, "I did all I could, God must do the rest".

One new
participate

question arose to harass him: could he not

more

with Christ,

if

closely in the

redemption of the

he was in the solitude of the

cloister, rather

than in the hustle and bustle of the apostolic
difficulties

human race
life?

All the

he had recently experienced, were they not
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a sign
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from Christ that He wished him

to be a martyr "drop by drop
monastic contemplation?" Daniel wrote, "I would gladly
enter a Trappist monastery, though I am also willing to
return to Senegal or to another appointment where things
might be better, but I am ready for anything provided that
God lets me know. We can only pray and wait with
resignation for our divine Master to reveal to us His will in
this as in every other matter."

in

The reply

of his superior general

question. "Dear Father Brother,

was

quite clear

on the

you have been created

for

would seem to me to be a serious sin against the
encourage you to tuck away behind a door the
missionary gifts with which the good God has endowed you
Look now, Jesus chose twelve missionaries, and not one
Trappist! There is something for you to think about during
action,

Holy
.

.

and

it

Spirit to

.

your

retreat".

Daniel shut himself away on the island of Lerins for a
week. "I so much wish to avoid the free-for-all of daily life, to
have a few moments of leisure to pray and meditate at will,
and not be absorbed by a thousand and one worries and the
mean tricks of other human beings", he wrote. There he was,
a long-bearded missionary in the middle of all the monks. He
soon received the reply he was waiting for from heaven. "It
is so intimate here. I have passed unforgettable hours of deep
union with God, throughout in an atmosphere of sacrifice
and immolation". But, he continued, "After a few days I was
forced to face the evidence; I am not cut out for this kind of
life ... I must return to Paris, and now without looking back
"
I face the future whatever it may be ...
His bishop had made the decision for him. He was to stay
in Paris and gather donations throughout France so that the
bishop could build in Dakar a church which would be at the
30
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same time a sort of religious Pantheon to the memory of all
Frenchmen who lay in Africa. This dedication made it much
easier for him to solicit the necessary funds. The cathedral
would be called, Le Souvenir Africain, the African Memorial.
Daniel immediately agreed. "\ must leave no stone
unturned", he wrote. "I will calmly work out my plan of
campaign. The only things which seem to have the
possibility of success are, surprisingly, those which result
from long meditation".

Prayer
Dear Father Brother,

You

are giving us also the clear

to the divine will, in obedience.

message of abandonment

You

are also letting us

understand that the apostolate becomes a source of holiness
when we live it in union with the one who sends us. I ask you
to gain for

clearly

me

what

is

the light of the

expected of

Holy

Spirit so as to

me in my own personal

know

situation,

and so that I can get help to live it with the same generosity
which you showed, and then I will become God's instrument
for the cause which is His own.
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