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Douay version of the Bible,
that the word spirit occurs

reading attentively the

the reader will

304 times
times in

He

^ttiptutei

will

books of the Old, and 372
the twenty-seven books of the New Testament.
find also that the term is used in a variety of

Among

senses.

find

in the forty-six

others

it

principle or disposition of

stands for: (a) the actuating

man:

"I will

put a

new

spirit

bowels" (Ezech. XII, 19).
(b) For angels:
makest Thy angels spirits" (Psalm CIII, 4). (c)

in their

"Who

For special

gifts

intended either for personal sanctifica-

tion or the edification of others:

zealous of
the

Church" (1
"With a great

sion:

"Forasmuch

as

you are

seek to abound unto the edifying of
Cor. XIV, 12). (d) For prophetic vi-

spirits,

spirit

he saw the things that are to

1897; The Paraclete, Fr. M. Fiege, O. M. Cap., 1899; Die Gabe
des Pfingstfestes, Fr. Meschler, S. J., 1900; The Gift of Pentecost,
Translation of the latter; De L'Habitation du Saint-Esprit, R, P.
Froget, 1900; Come, Holy Ghost, Fr. Lambing, 1900; L'Oeuvre du
9,

Abbe de Bellevue, 1902; Le Saint-Esprit, Msgr. DupanManual of Devotions in Honor of the Holy Ghost, Fr.

Saint-Esprit,
loup, 1904;

John Mary, O. M. Cap., 1905 Suppliant of the Holy Ghost, Fr. Bridgett, C. SS. R.; The Fountain of Living Water, Fr. Lambing, 1907;
The Spirit of the Lord and His Operations, by a Priest, 0. F. M. C,
]914; Geist und Feuer, Msgr. Prohaszka, Translation by the Baroness
Rosa Von den Wense, 1912; Le Saint-Esprit, Abbe Coulin; La Devotion au Saint-Esprit, R. P. Prevot; Le Saint-Esprit, La Comtesse
Saints-Bris; The Abiding Presence of the Holy Ghost in the Soul, Rev.
Bede Jarrett, 0. P., 1918.
;
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come"
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(Ecclus. XLVIII, 27). (e) For courage

and vig"There remained no spirit in them" (Josue V, I),
(f) For physical life: "And there is no spirit in them"
[idols] (Jeremias X, 14). (g) For the Holy Ghost, the
Third Person of the Adorable Trinity.
In the Old Testament the Holy Ghost is spoken of
as the Spirit of God, distinct from the Person of Jehovah
and the promised Messiah. He has the attributes of
God and is the Font of life, holiness, and goodness. A.s
a quickening principle. He puts life and order into helpless chaos: "The Spirit of God moved over the waters"
or:

(Genesis

I,

2).

With His omnipresence. He
earthly sojourn;

universe;

He

He

fills

fills

fills

the planet of man's

the vastly greater orbit of the

the boundless realm of eternity:

"The Spirit of the Lord hath filled the whole v^orld
and that which containeth all things hath knowledge of the voice" (Wisdom

I,

4

—

7).

As

a shoreless

and limitless. He stretches over and holds in
His embrace all creatures animate and inanimate, angelic and human, all in some way the offspring of His
love.
He contains all things. No wish, no cry, no
moan, no prayer escapes Him. He has knowledge of

sky, serene

the voice.

He

hears.

No

matter

how

feebly the pray-

er-pulse strikes the viewless ether of His ubiquity, the

antenna of His sleepless love catches
patches

it

and quickly

dis-

relief.

God

imparted to our first parents a marvelous
sense that enabled them to distinguish between right

and w^rong: "He created
Spirit,

He

filled their

them both good and

in

hearts

them the science of the
v<.'ith wisdom, and showed

evil" (Ecclus.

—
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XVII, 6).

Unfor-

Cfje i^olp #f)o0t in

tunately,

man

tfje

did not preserve

effusion of the Divine Spirit.

Scriptures

undimmed

He

clouded

this initial
it

w^ith sin.

Hence David, the type of repentant sinners, exclaims
with anguish: "Cast me not away from Thy face and
take not

Thy Holy

Wisdom
pire in this

derives

its

from me" (Psalm

the greatest good to which

is

life.

of the grave.

Spirit

It

It

L, 13).

man

can as-

does not desert him at the doorway

clings to

him

forever.

Now, Wisdom
Holy

excellence from the presence of the

Ghost: "He created her in the Holy Ghost and saw^ her
and numbered her and measured her. And He poured
her out upon all His works and upon all flesh according to His gifts, and hath given her to them that love
Him" (Ecclus. 1, 9-10). Only the virtuous share in
wisdom: "For the Holy Spirit of discipline will flee
.and He shall not abide w^hen infrom the deceitful.
iquity Cometh in" (Wisdom I, 5). In seven-fold unction the Spirit of Jehovah is to come upon the Messiah
and His followers: "And the spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon Him the spirit of w^isdom and of understanding, the spirit of counsel and of fortitude, the spirit of
knowledge and godliness. And He shall be filled v/ith
the spirit of the fear of the Lord" (Isaias XI, 2-3).
.

.

:

The

descent of the Divine Spirit

body of Christ, that
was clearly foretold,

"And
of

it

shall

My Spirit

is,

on the mystical

on the new race of the

eight centuries before

it

faithful,

occurred:

come to pass after this that I will pour out
upon all flesh—" (Joel II, 28).

and explanations,
let us say that there is revealed in the Old Testament a
Spirit as yet shy, as it w^ere, of man's gaze, a Spirit ap-

Without adducing additional

—
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texts
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pearing and disappearing like the flash of a rotating

an active
and energy (Genesis I,
2), a Spirit of heavenly beauty, order, and harmony
(Job XXVI, 13), a Spirit whose presence diffuses sentiments of religion and v/orship (Numbers XI, 25;
XXVII, 18), a Spirit of superhuman power and prowess (Judges XIII, 25), a Spirit endowed with, and bestowing on others, the science of government (Deuter.
XXXIV, 9), a Spirit that dispels ignorance and malice
and replaces them by know^ledge and virtue (II Esdras
IX, 20), a Spirit calling souls and directing them in the
higher life (Psalm L, 13-14), a Spirit not inferior to
Jehovah or to the Messiah, but in all things Their equal
(Isaias XLVIII, 16), a Spirit singularly devoted to the
lowly and in sympathy w^ith the suffering (Ezechiel
XXXVI, 26), a Spirit, sw^eet, unctuous, and productive
of compunction for sin (Zacharias XII, 10), a Spirit
that controls life in the natural and supernatural order
(Job XXXIII, 4), a Spirit essentially just and holy
and irreconcilable with sin (Wisdom I, 5), a Spirit
from whose bosom flows true and everlasting wisdom
light-tower, a Spirit unquestionably divine,

Spirit capable of

(Eccl.

I,

imparting

life

9), a Spirit seemingly holding Himself in re-

some unthinkable future manifestation, the
extent and significance of which no mortal could divine, much less comprehend or gauge.
Such is the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, as He
appears sketched on the pages of the Old Testament.
serve for

True,

it is

only a sketch, a delineation, perhaps a clear

revelation, albeit

made up

of inklings,

—

allusions,

in-

nuendos, and adumbrations a play of preludes soft
to usher in the thundering orchestration of

and low

—
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"AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD MOVED OVER THE WATERS.

God

Said;

Be Eight iMade.

And

[-31

Light

Was Made."

By

G.

Dore.

And

tKfje

some immortal

J^olp

(^f)0£{t

oratorio

alding the king of day/
In the preface to his

in

ti)t

^ttiptuxti

—glimmerings

of twilight her-

book (Der Heilige Geist

in del'

gottlichen Schrift, Constanz in Baden, 1899) Monsignor Johann Martin Schleyer states that after having repeatedly read and studied the Holy Bible, he found not
less

Of

than 357 passages that refer to the Divine Spirit.
course most of these passages are in the New Testa-

ment.
Instead of enumerating after the

manner

of a Bible

concordance all the New Testament texts that refer to
the Third Person, we shall restrict ourselves to six
select groups of quotations that prove:

That the Holy Ghost is numbered with the Father and the Son.
II) That with Them He planned and accomplished
the mystery of the Incarnation.
III) That He is the Administrator of the New
Covenant.
IV) That to Him is appropriated the work of sancI)

tifying souls.

V) That

His perfections are unmistakably divine.

VI) That He inspired the Holy Scriptures.

The Holy Ghost is numbered with the Father
and the Son. With Them He constitutes the Divinity.
I.

'
In a cleverly composed volume Judge McGloin, of New
Orleans, defends by a multitude of proofs taken from the Old Testament principally and also from the Rabbinical commentaries upon
it, the proposition that the ancient Hebrews knew of the dogma of
(The Mystery of the Holy Trinity
the Holy Trinity and accepted it.
Frank McGloin, LL. D., 1916, John Jos. Mcin Oldest Judaism.

Vey, Phila.)

—
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In the Unity of the

Godhead

there are three Persons,

and the Holy Ghost. They are
In this
really and truly distinct one from another.
of
the
Father
by
the
Son
is
begotten
Trinity of Persons
an eternal generation, and the Holy Ghost proceeds by
an eternal procession from the Father and the Son. Notwithstanding this difference of origin the Three are coeternal and co-equal, uncreated and omnipotent. This
mystery, revealed by Our Lord, is recorded in the Gospels, and forms the foundation of our belief.
the Father, the Son,

"And

(a)

came out
Him;

Jesus being baptized forthwith

of the water: and

lo,

the heavens w^ere opened to

and He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove,
and coming upon Him, and behold a Voice from heaven (the Father) saying: This is my beloved Son in

whom am

well pleased" (Matth.

I

(b)

"And

place where

upon Me.

it

as

He

16-17).

unfolded the book.

w^as written:

The

He

He found

Spirit of the

Wherefore He hath anointed

the gospel to the poor.
trite

Ill,

hath sent

Me

Me

them

is

to preach

to heal the con-

of heart, to preach deliverance to the captives,

sight to the blind, to set at liberty

the

Lord

and

that are bruised,

to preach the acceptable year of the Lord,

and the day

of reward" (Luke IV, 18-19).
(c)

All

"And

power

is

Jesus coming, spoke to them, saying:

given

Me

in

heaven and on earth; Going,

therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing

them

in the

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost" (Matth. XXVIII, 18-19).
(d) "The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
charity of God and the communication of the Holy
Amen" (II Cor. XIII, 13).
Spirit be with you all.

name

—
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there are three

^tviptmti

who

give testimony in

heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost.

And

(I John V, 7).
"For it is impossible for those who were once
illuminated, have tasted also of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, have, moreto be renewed
over, tasted the good work of God
again to penance, crucifying again to themselves the

these three are one"
(f)

—

Son of God, and making Him a mockery" (Hebrews
VI, 4-6).

Discoursing after the Last Supper,

(g)

"He

said:

And

the

that loveth

Me

not, keepeth not

word which you have heard

is

Our Lord

My

words.

not Mine, but

the Father's that sent Me.

These things have I spoken
to you, abiding with you. But the Paraclete, the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name. He will
teach you all things and bring all things to your mind,
w^hatsoever I shall have said to you" (John XIV,
24-26).

By

II.

the Incarnation

of the Eternal
the

human

in the

we

understand the mystery

Word being made flesh in time to redeem
By it God is Man, and Man is God

race.

Person of Jesus Christ.

True, this tremendous

was the work of the whole Trinity, nevertheless
because a work of love, it is attributed to the Person
of Love. With the Father and the Son the Holy Ghost
planned and realized the Incarnation.
(a) "And the angel answering, said to her: The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the
most High shall over-shadow thee. And therefore also
the Holy which shall be born of thee shall be called the
Son of God" (Luke I, 35 )

miracle

—
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"Now the generation

(b)

When

tfje

of Christ v/as in this wise

:

mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of
the Holy Ghost" (Matth. I, 18).
(c) "And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into
the desert" (Luke IV, 1).
(d) "But if I by the Spirit of God cast out devils,
then is the kingdom of God come upon you" (Matth.
as His

XII, 28).

"Who

he that overcometh the world but he
This is
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
He that came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by
water only, but by water and blood. And it is the
(e)

Spirit

which

is

testifieth that Christ is the truth"

(I

John

V, 5-6).
(f)

"You know

the

word which hath been pub-

—

Judea Jesus of Nazareth: how God
with the Holy Ghost, and with power,
who went about doing good and healing all that were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him" (Acts
lished through all

anointed

Him

X, 37-38).
(g) "And if the Spirit of
from the dead dwell in you;

from the dead

shall

Him that raised up
He that raised up

Jesus

Jesus

quicken also your mortal bodies,

because of His Spirit that dwelleth in you" (Romans
VIII, 11).

III.

earth.

The Church continues the work of Christ upon
Endowed with the spiritual powers and treas-

ures of her Founder, the Church in a sense
tinuation of the Incarnation.

—
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is

the con-

The Holy Ghost

—

abides

-"%ir.

Fig. 6.

— "BUT

WILL SEND

THE PARACLETE, THE HOLY GHOST, WHOM THE FATHER
MY NAME, HE WILL TEACH YOU ALL THINGS."— From

IN

an old Breviary.

[-;]
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in her

and

cessfully.
faith

assists

He

is

and morals.

tfje
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her in discharging her mission sucthe

principle

As He

of

her infallibility in

directed the Saviour, so

He

guides the Church. He administers the New Covenant for the perfecting of the saints, for the perpetua-

now

tion of the ministry,

body of
life,

truth,

and

indefectible.

(a)

and the upbuilding of the mystical

Because w^edded to Him, the source of
love, and justice, the Church is indestructible

Christ.

"And

I

will ask the Father,

and He

will give

you another Paraclete, that He may abide with you forever. The Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive because it seeth Him not, nor knoweth Him: but
you shall know Him, because He shall abide with you,
and shall be in you" (John XIV, 16-1 7).
(b) "But the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in My name. He will teach you all
things, and bring all things to your mind, whatsoever
I shall have said to you" (John XIV, 26).
(c) "And when the days of Pentecost were accomplished, they were all together in one place and suddenly there was a sound from heaven as of a mighty wind
coming, and it filled the whole house where they w^ere
sitting.
And there appeared to them parted tongues as
And
it were of fire, and it sat upon every one of them.
began
they
and
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
to speak with divers tongues, according as the Holy
Ghost gave them to speak" (Acts II, 1-4).
(d) "Then they laid their hands upon them, and
they received the Holy Ghost. And when Simon saw
that by the imposition of the hands of the Apostles the
Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, saying:
:

—
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me

'give

lay

my

on whomsoever
hands he may receive the Holy Ghost'
also this power, that

*'

shall

I

(Acts

VIII 17-19).
(e) "Now the Church had peace throughout all
Judea and Galilee and Samaria: and w^as edified, walking in the fear of the Lord and was filled with the consolation of the Holy Ghost" (Acts IX, 31).

"And

and
Holy Ghost) w^hich you have received
from Him abide in you. And you have no need that
any man teach you but as His unction teacheth you all
things, and is truth and is no lie" (I John II, 27).
(f)

wisdom from

as for you, let the unction (grace

the

;

"Take heed to yourselves and to the whole
wherein the Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops
to rule the Church of God, which He hath purchased
with His own blood" (Acts XX, 28).
(g)

flock,

To

IV.

He added

Sanctificator.
first

Holy Ghost

the

is

appropriated the office of

to the natural perfection of our

parents, a supernatural gift

constituted in grace.
assist

The

redemption.

lost this gift, called

did not

He

He now applies to
By these wonderful

merits of Christ,

by the sacraments.

souls chiefly

instruments

Though they

abandon them, but continthem and their posterity, in view of their

original justice,

ued to

He

by which they were

imparts to souls an inner quality of

and righteousness, that transforms sons of
wrath into children of God.
sanctitj'^

(a)

unless a

"Jesus answered: 'Amen, amen,

man

I

say to thee,

be born again of w^ater and the Holy

Ghost, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That

—
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which is born of the flesh is flesh: and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit" (John III, 5-6).
(b) "Not by the works of justice which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the
laver of regeneration and renovation of the Holy Ghost,
v/hom He hath poured forth upon us abundantly,
through Jesus Christ our Saviour" (Titus III, 5-6).
(c) "As the Father hath sent Me, I also send you.
When He had said this. He breathed on them and said
:

to

them: 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost, whose sins you
they are forgiven them; and whose sins

shall forgive,

you

shall retain,

(d)

"We

they are retained" (John

glory also in tribulations,

XX,

22-23).

knowing

that

worketh patience: And patience trial; and
and hope confoundeth not, because the
charity of God is poured forth in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost, who is given us" (Romans V, 3-5).
tribulation

hope;

trial

(e)

same

"Now

Spirit;

there are diversities of graces, but the

—and

the manifestation

man

of the Spirit

is

To one indeed, by the
wisdom;
and to another
given the word of
the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit.
To another faith in the same Spirit; to another, the
grace of healing in one Spirit. To another, the w^orkgiven to every

unto

profit.

Spirit, is

ing of miracles; to another prophecy; to another dis-

cerning of

spirits; to

another diverse kinds of tongues;

to another interpretation of speeches.

things one and the

same

everyone according as

He

Spirit

will"

(I

But

all

these

worketh, dividing to
Cor. XII, 4-1

1

).

(f) "But this is that which v/as spoken of by the
Prophet Joel: And it shall come to pass, in the last days
(saith the Lord) I will pour out of My Spirit upon all

—
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tf)e

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old
men shall dream dreams. And upon My servants indeed and upon My housemaids will I pour out in those
days of My Spirit, and they shall prophesy" (Acts II,
flesh

;

16-18).

"While Peter was yet speaking these v/ords,
Holy Ghost fell on all them that heard the word.
And the faithful of the circumcision who came with
Peter were astonished, for that the grace of the Holy
Ghost was poured out upon the Gentiles also. For they
heard them speaking with tongues and magnifying God.
And Peter answ^ered: Can any man forbid water, that
(g)

the

who have received the
And he commanded them

these should not be baptized,

Holy Ghost as well

as

to be baptized in the

we?
name

of the Lord Jesus Christ"

(Acts X, 44-48).

V. The perfections attributed to the Holy Ghost
are unmistakably divine. We attribute to God certain

Some

properties or perfections.
are absolute, that

the

they belong to

is

Supreme Being; others

long to

Him

by the Scriptures

belong to both these
(a)

classes.

and He must be

"But

to us

Spirit, for the Spirit

a man, but

God

considered as
is

they be-

Now, the perHoly Ghost

to the

Therefore His perfections

divine.

hath revealed them by His

searcheth

all

things, yea, the deep

man knoweth the things of
the spirit of a man that is in him? So the
that are of God, no man knoweth, but the

things of God.
things also

God

are relative, that

considered as our Creator.

fections attributed

are divine

of these perfections

For what

—
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"GOING THEREFORE, TEACH YE ALL NATIONS:

Name

of

Baptizing Them
Son, and of the Holy Ghost." B. Kiihlen,
Miinchen-Cladbach.

the Father, and of the

I3i
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Spirit of
this

God.

Now we

II,

^criptureg

have received not the

spirit of

God; that we may
are given us from God" (I Cor.

world, but the Spirit that

know^ the things that

tfje

is

of

10-12).

(b) "Know you not, that you are the temple of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? But
if any man violate the temple of God, him shall God
destroy. For the temple of God is holy, which you are"
(I

Cor.

Ill,

16-17).

"Wherefore I give you to understand that no
man speaking by the Spirit of God, saith anathema to
Jesus. And no man can say the Lord Jesus but by the
Holy Ghost" (I Cor. XII, 3).
(d) "And as they were ministering to the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Ghost said to them Separate Me Saul
and Barnabas for the work whereunto I have taken
them" (Acts XIII, 2).
(e) "But the blasphemy of the Spirit shall not be
forgiven.
And whosoever shall speak a word against
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but he that
shall speak against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world nor in the world to
(c)

:

come" (Matth. XII, 31-32).
(f) "To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves, but to you they ministered those things which
are now declared to you by them that have preached
the gospel to you, the Holy Ghost being sent down from
heaven, on
I,

whom

the angels desire to look"

(I

Peter

12).

(g)

"Now

Spirit of the

the Lord

Lord

is,

is

a

Spirit.

there

is

liberty.

And where
But we all

the
be-

holding the glory of the Lord with open face, are trans-

—
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;
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formed into the same image, from glory to glory, as by
the Spirit of the Lord" (II Corinth. Ill, 17-18).

The

VI.

God

truths

which have come down to us from

are called Revelation.

found

Some

of these truths are

and others are contained in Holy
composed under the inspiration of the

in Tradition,

Writ, which w^as

Divine

This

Spirit.

is

why

cribed to the Third Person.

strument,

He

Scriptural inerrancy

The

writers

is

as-

were the

in-

the principal and responsible Cause of

what was conveyed.
no prophecy of
Scripture is made by private interpretation. For prophecy
came not by the will of man at any time; but the holy
men of God spoke, inspired by the Holy Ghost" (11
(a)

Peter

I,

"Understanding

this first, that

20-21).

"Continue thou in those things which thou
hast learned, and which have been committed to thee,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them. And because from thy infancy thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures, which can instruct thee to salvation, by the
All Scripture infaith which is in Christ Jesus.
(b)

spired of

God

is

profitable to teach, to reprove, to cor-

rect, to instruct in justice, that

perfect, furnished to every

the

man

of

good work"

God may
(II

Tim.

be
Ill,

14-17).
(c) "As you reading, may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not known to the sons of men, as it is now
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit
That the Gentiles should be fellow^ heirs, and of the
same body, and co-partners of His promise in Christ

Jesus by the gospel" (Ephes.

—

32

Ill,

—

4-7).
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Scriptures

(d) "And Zachary his father was filled with the
Holy Ghost: and he prophesied, saying: 'Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel, because he hath visited and
wrought the redemption of his people.' " (Luke L

67-68).
(e) "And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Ghost: and she cried out with a loud voice and said:
'Blessed art thou among women* " (Luke I, 41-42).
(f) "Men, brethren, the Scripture must needs be
fulfilled, v/hich the Holy Ghost spoke before by the
mouth of David concerning Judas" (Acts I, 16).

"And the Scripture (the Holy Ghost) foreseeGod justifieth the Gentiles by faith, told unto
Abraham before: in thee shall all nations be blessed'"
(g)
ing that

(Galatians

III,

8).
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