CHAPTER FOUR

A Hectic Summer
An Appointment at
One can

well imagine that Claude

was the

talk

Versailles
of the town after his brilliant and

That
fame went beyond Rennes was assured by the honourable mention in the
Mercure Gallant. It seems that his performance was noted in court circles in
Versailles. Most likely a copy of the ornate scroll had been sent to his royal
highness, Le Comte de Toulouse, and one is not surprised that someone arranged
for his appearance at the Court in Versailles. That he did go there is not in doubt,
but the exact nature of his visit and the time are shrouded if not in mystery at least
in the mist of time and the absence of sufficient documentation. Fr. Thomas refers
graceful performance and his being feted at local parties as a coveted guest.

his

to the incident thus:

"After he had finished Philosophy, his father judged it fitting that he made a trip to
I would not be able to say exactly for what purpose". He then goes on to quote

Paris.

memorandum

submitted to him "by one of his students of the community
des Places had great confidence and to whom he communicated many
details of his life". He gathered from this document, no longer traceable, that it is
thought that the main motive was to meet a high ranking young lady at the court
of the Duchess of Burgundy who had been proposed as his future spouse! As it
is estimated that the journey to Paris in those days would take five days both
ways, and the undertaking was considered so risky in the troubled conditions of
the country just then that persons who had to make the journey were advised to
put their affairs in order before setting out, one thing we can be certain about is
that Mr. des Places must have had some very weighty reasons for judging it fitting
to allow Claude make this journey. And one presumes he was not allowed to go

from
in

a

whom Fr.

unaccompanied. 1

Whatever about the serious consideration being given to such a proposal of
marriage, an introduction to the house of the Duchess of Burgundy would
be considered to be something not to be turned down, however it came their
way. The introduction may have been through Fr. Achille Grave, then assistant
director of the retreat house attached to St. Thomas' College; he was to succeed
Bossuet as the Duchess's confessor. The Duchess, Marie Adelaide of Savoie, had
the reputation of being a socialite, whereas her husband, the son of the Grand
Dauphin, grandson of Louis XIV and therefore heir presumptive to the throne of
France, was by all accounts a man who could pass for Claude's twin so well did he
respond to tuition given him by Fenelon. An introduction to such surroundings
was not to be turned down, but if the condition of his being retained was that he
marry the lady-in-waiting, it was just not on either for his parents or for Claude.
As to how he was thought of for such a proposed marriage in the first place, Fr.
Thomas has this to say: "A young man with such admirable prospects, the only
son of a wealthy father whose fortune was constantly on the increase, could not
fail to receive frequent offers of marriage. Claude was on his guard against rash
decisions". So far so good, but in the absence of any concrete facts, and indeed
Fr. Thomas does not overburden his readers with such details and never once
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mentions
is

most

subject

a date,

he launches into one of those moralistic comments

at

which he

home and which invariably tell us more about himself than about the
of his biography. "He knew", he writes "that one often regrets having
at

,

taken on that burden and that ones often finds in marriage a protracted torment
instead of the peace and consolation that is sought in it. Consequently before
engaging in that state he wanted to give it serious thought and seek counsel from
God and men". He then goes on to depict Claude asking several married men if
thev were satisfied in that state and as all answered that they were, he changed the
tactic and asked if they were free once more would they risk marriage a second
time. Only one answered in the affirmative to the question put in this way! So Fr.
Thomas resumes in his own inimitable way.
Places had a keen mind and love did not blind him. He was on
guard against thoughtless commitments. Since his passion was for glory
and renown, attaching oneself to a woman in marriage was rather an obstacle
than a means to achieve his objective. Girls are all too often preoccupied with
frivolous amusements and these held little attraction for him. He did not like
the idea of yielding to the myriad whims and fancies that living peacefully with
a wife would involve. He would have been more inclined to fight monsters with
Hercules than allow himself to be overpowered by a woman to the extent of
becoming her slave as the hero did.

Young des
his

Thomas! How different from Claude's
feminine behaviour of his younger sister about whom he
remarks in his retreat notes that he can scarcely bear being separated from her
for any length of time.
Fr. Thomas does finally put his finger on the real explanation for Claude's
rejection of proposals of marriage.
So much

for the misogynistic side of Fr.

real reactions to the

Moreover he was often conscious again of the leaning toward the ecclesiastical
state which he had felt since childhood, and God disposed all things according
to his designs. It was easy for him to put aside the project which his parents
could have arranged for him but which was contrary to his tastes. 2
That Claude's parents ever seriously considered this proposal of marriage to a
young lady they probably had not met is unlikely even if it opened the way to
acquiring the coveted noble status. That they did not want him to take up life in
the Court as a minor official is certain from what he says himself in his retreat notes
later; and though these retreat notes belong to a later period in his development,
namely after he had completed his law studies, it is not out of place to quote here
what he says himself about his reactions to a life at Court as a possible career. We
will then be on surer grounds than when listening to Fr. Thomas' moralising. As
these retreat notes were never meant for publication and are merely a record of
his reflections in the form of a dialogue with his own heart, there is no question of
his giving any biographical details. But reading between the lines we may be able
to detect his reaction to life at Court as he saw it during his short visit:

You would

prefer court

life to a

military

life,

for example.

A

position in the

would appeal to you because it would give you satisfaction.
Your life would always appear to be calm and peaceful. You would live now
in one place, now in another. You would find scope for your political acumen,
your gift of flatten- and dissimulation, your human respect, your mildness and
self-satisfaction, in a word for all the little gifts you imagine I have. In truth
king's service
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nothing in the world would suit you better, so long as I do not take religion
and am willing to gratify your passions. It is no good your
telling me that you would not yield to your evil inclinations, that you would
live there as elsewhere, like a gentleman, even like a good man. I can think
of a thousand reasons you could invoke which would be quite eloquent, for
this is greatly to your liking. If you were your own master you would not long
remain undecided but would quickly opt for this state. To this I will answer by
quoting an old proverb, 'Opportunity makes the thief. You are too easy-going,
you do not have the courage to resist persistent pressure. In a word you know
I owe allegiance to my beloved parents who could not approve such a plan.
Moreover I owe it to them never to do anything that is contrary to their will. 3
into consideration

These, the first words we have quoted from Claude's own hand, though never
to be read by anyone except perhaps his retreat director, are like a breath
of fresh air in their candour and common-sense. But they do nothing to solve the
mystery of his visit to Court. That is why some of his more recent biographers
have suggested that the visit to Paris may not be unconnected with a legal battle
his father successfully fought against the authorities of the town - even against the
Parlement de Bretagne, and this victory cannot easily be explained without some
strong influence at the Council of State in the Court of Versailles.
Des Places senior did not normally need any one to fight his battles for him.
He was a brilliant lawyer, a capable businessman, and had no qualms about acting
when he saw action was called for, even if it meant being severe or running
the risk of arousing opposition. His increasing wealth and the extension of his
property deals were bound to arouse opposition in certain quarters too. When
he successfully made his moves to secure the post of Juge-Garde des Monnaies
it was not because of any income accruing from the post itself. It gave him certain
privileges enjoyed by the nobility while leaving him entirely free to pursue his
career as an avocat du Parlement de Bretagne and as a businessman. The great
value of the post of a Juge-Garde was that it gave him freedom from taxation and
exemptions from serving in other posts of public responsibility which could be
burdensome but unrewarding financially. The extant documents show that the
procedure by which des Places acquired the post of Juge-Garde in 1685 was no
mere formality. As it was a highly responsible office in the financial government
of the realm his character and background had to be investigated. It seems that
des Places had to go all the way to Paris where one witness had to vouch for his
being a good-living Catholic and a priest had to give evidence that he had seen
him go to Confession and Holy Communion in Notre Dame in recent days. But it
was not all a matter of piety. As the man he was succeeding is on record as having
handed over the sum of 80,000 livres on acquiring the post we can be sure that
des Places had to dig deep into the savings he had amassed over the years. But
he was only too ready to pay up as he had made his calculations and was confident
of an unlimited financial return in the years to come; and of course, the post was
hereditary, provided he did no blot his copybook. All his legal acts as Juge-Garde
were well documented and are there to be perused in state records. 4

meant

Mr. des Places was not the man to take his duties lightly or shirk a show-down.
So when he discovered the craftsmen in contravention of the official regulations
he had them pay a severe fine. They ganged up against him and as they had a
voice in the Hotel de la Ville they influenced the town council to have Mr. des
Places made subject to the obligations of public service. As a start they proposed
that he be nominated as provost of the hospital of Saint- Yves. This was again a
non-remunerative post and one which entailed quite an amount of involvement
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own property in bailing out in situations that went wrong. They knew
Juge-Garde he would claim immunity from obligation to undertake such
charges, so they argued that it was never the intention of his majesty to exempt
anyone from the service of the poor, that this was not so much a charge as an act
of charity. Des Places countered that he had no intention of claiming exemption
from doing works of charity but he was not willing to be put under compulsion to do
this in contravention of the ancient privileges attached to the office of Juge-Garde
des Monnaies by the Dukes of Brittany and confirmed since by so many royal
injunctions including that of the reigning majesty and his predecessors. Further,
he argued, the charge of provost of the hospital of Saint- Yves would involve so
much time and trouble in the constant attendance to the needs of the poor that
he would not be able to give his undivided attention to his post as Juge-Garde and
that in consequence his majesty's service would suffer considerably.
Des Places won that round. He succeeded in obtaining an injunction from
the Council of State on 28 May 1697 declaring him exempt from the enforced
nomination as provost. But the municipal authorities appealed against the royal
of one's
that as

injunction through the intervention of the Parlement de Bretagne.

They countered

des Places' arguments by pointing out that none of the commoners can be exempt
from the service of the poor and that it was in his capacity as merchant that des
Places was being nominated; they argued that he had plenty of time to carry on
a wholesale commerce in cloth, wax, corn, cattle, etc. from which he had acquired

property in the town to the value of 50,000 ecus (150,000 livres), that it was
common knowledge that he carried on twenty lines of business which occupied
him far more than the post ofJuge-Garde and that this occupation did not interfere
with the performance of his official duties. They concluded by asserting that of
all the merchants in Rennes he was the best placed to cope with maintaining the
necessary supply of ready cash to tide the hospital through its current demands. 5
It would appear at this stage of the legal battle that des Places had his back to the
wall and that the Parlement de Bretagne had won the day. It was at this juncture,
as already noted, that Mr. des Places had to present himself early in the day at
L'Hostellerie du Puits Mauger, together with two royal notaries, to negotiate a vital
and costly out-of-court settlement in favour of Claude. That was 9 October 1697.
Unknown to him as yet the legal decision in his favour had been made the previous
day at Paris. The royal injunction of 8 October 1697 directed that the former
injunction of 31 May be executed in favour of the Juge-Garde des Monnaies. The
official notification of the Arret of the Council of State was signed by Le Comte
de Philipeaux de Pontchartrain, Controller General of Finances in the State. Le
Comte de Pontchartrain before being appointed to the post of Controller General
had spent 10 years in Rennes as first President of the Parlement de Bretagne. It
is to be taken for granted that he had been close to des Places and his set, the
Marbeufs and Ferrets, and had some reason to be favourable to them. We can
only surmise. So when Fr. Thomas wrote about Claude that "his father judged
it

fitting that

father's

own

he make

a trip to Paris",

great matter

and

that

all

it

may

well have been connected with his

the talk about a proposal of marriage was

but a smoke-screen.
\\ hether Claude was or was not in any way involved in the carrying of any
message to the Court about this matter we shall probably never know. But one
thing is certain: he was deeply concerned in that the whole purpose of Mr. des
Places's intense involvement in all this commerce and money-making was to put
Claude in possession of a fortune and a post that would leave the world open to him,
once he was ready to step into his father's place. It is not clear how Mr. des Places
hoped to secure the desired status of nobility for his son once he had qualified as
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but keeping in close touch with people that mattered at the Court in
was part of the strategy. When the opportune time came for submitting
a petition for a title of nobility, the way would have been well prepared by these
contacts. It was taken for granted that that was what Claude himself would want.
It was never dreamt of for a moment that he would do other than he had always
done, i.e. fall in with his good parents' plans for him. But no human being is to be
totally programmed. In spite of his docility and compliance with his parents' will,
Claude had a mind of his own, and even though it would take some time yet before
he could fully discover his own real mind, it had become clear that he had no great
inclination to follow in his father's footsteps and adopt his philosophy of life.
As a footnote to this visit of Claude to Paris and to the Court at Versailles one
might ask in whose company did he make this journey and where did he stay
while at the capital. As there were regular exchanges of personnel between the
various Jesuit nouses, and as we know that several who served at St Thomas'

an

avocat,

Versailles

College also served in Paris both in College Louis-le-Grand, the provincialate
in the novitiate, it is quite likely that Claude's trip would have been
arranged to coincide with the travel arrangements of the Jesuits and that he would
have received accommodation in one of their three communities at Paris. If so this
would have been Claude's first introduction to those communities which were later
to play such a determining role in his career.
Finally, if the portrait of Claude by Jean Jouvenet depicting him as the Young
Philosopher of the Year clasping his volume of the speeches of Cicero was painted
at the actual time (1698), then the only occasion the sitting could have been
arranged with Jouvenet was during this visit to the capital. One suggestion put
forward tentatively is that the commissioning of that portrait at this juncture may
not have been unconnected with the stated purpose of his visit to Versailles,
namely that proposal of marriage to one of the noble ladies in the entourage of
the Duchess of Burgundy. 6 In the absence of professional photographers there
were many portrait-painters attached to the Court, and Jean Jouvenet is known to
have made his mark at Versailles.
The actual sequence of events of Claude's life in 1698 is not easy to plot
with certainty in the absence of dates and a logical development of mental
states leading up to the actual decision. What does emerge from Fr. Thomas'
generalised statements is that once Claude had finished school at the Jesuits,
August 1698, he began to take a more active part in social life. It was to be
expected that he would be feted widely in the wake of his success. He would be
a marked and welcome figure at any party. Besides his manners and appearance
made him a very sociable guest, a cavalier accompli, as Fr. Thomas describes him
and one who charmed people avec ses belles manieres. If one had a taste for social
life there was plenty of it in Rennes. One has only to read the letters of Madame
de Sevigne to get the impression that Rennes at all times seemed to be aping the
manners and customs of Versailles, especially during the session of the Etats de
Bretagne. The town was in one swing of parties. For a young man who had kept
his head down at his books for so long and who had been carefully shielded from
over-involvement in the fast tempo of this part of life, there was the danger that
his sudden introduction to the heady life of the frivolous nobility would present
too much of a temptation even to one so mature and well trained as Claude. And
one gathers from Fr. Thomas' circumlocutions that Claude for a moment at least
got bitten by the society bug:

house and

It

seems

that

role in social

Claude upon his return to Rennes (from Paris) played a greater
life. It was natural that he should be granted more freedom to
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see the world than he had enjoyed up till then and that he should have been
given the money required for making a dignified appearance. This was much
to his taste. Consequently he was not stingy when opportunities arose. But

away from prodigality, he had to move cleverly in order
borrowing and lending sums of money, and to hide behind a
fair front whatever might have been irregular in his conduct. It is probably to
this that Fr. des Places refers when he speaks of his hypocritical life. And it
mav also be these expenditures that he found recorded in the list I mentioned
since his parents shied

to arrange for

above. 7

That list! How welcome such a contemporary document that would be to the
biographer today and how pored over to see what insights its details might give into
this challenging period of Claude's life; but unfortunately no such documents have
survived and Fr. Thomas was not the sort to delay unduly over such trifles. What
with parties, the theatre, public games, hunt-balls, etc., all claiming his attentions,
Claude must certainly have been put to his wits end in his efforts to make his
pocket money cover them all. And we must remember that he was not living in
a vacuum, that he had to live on the level of his own age group. As Fr. Thomas
puts it, "He was exposed to the bad example, the conversations and the ridicule
of the freedom-loving students who were his friends".
How long this period of hectic social life lasted is not clear. What is certain is
that he decided to do a retreat. It may well be that this retreat was a routine part
of school life at Saint-Thomas' to help people to prepare for their entry into their
chosen career. There was a retreat-house attached to most big Jesuit schools to
provide not merely for the needs of the students but also to cater for the members
of the Sodality which embraced past students from every walk of life. These
continuous retreats were looked on as a reinforcement of the 'missions' being
preached throughout Brittany in the 17th century by a number of zealous priests,
mostly Jesuits. Such a retreat house was founded in Rennes in 1675 by Fr. Jean
Jegou. He would have been well known to Claude as he remained on as director
for over twenty years. As the work grew more demanding he was given as helper
Fr. Achille Grave. It was he who was to be appointed confessor to the Duchess of
Burgundy in 1701, in succession to Bossuet; and so it has been suggested that he
may have been already well known to the Duchess and that it was through him that
Claude got his introduction to the Court at Versailles. But at this moment Claude
is concerned with the affairs of his soul.
The retreat notes written by Claude which have survived belong to a later period.
We have no record of what went on in his mind at this juncture, apart, that is, from
the decision he announced to his startled parents at the end of it.

A Shock Announcement
In the absence of any notes from Claude himself about this important retreat, we
quote from Fr. Thomas who not merely knew Claude at close hand but had access
to personal papers no longer extant and had questioned others at the Seminary in
Paris who had been in close contact with Claude as director:

However

may be

it is certain that at that time he felt he should make a
have desired to strengthen his piety, or again, having been
brought up in the fear of God and the realisation of how God's goodness and
sweetness rewards those who serve Him, he may have quickly experienced
remorse whenever he did something that was even slightly out of order. He
had begun the retreat not only to strengthen himself in piety but perhaps even

retreat.

46

that

He may
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examine carefully before God the state of life to which he was called.
it was then that he acquainted his parents with his design to embrace
the clerical state and he asked their permission to go and study at the Sorbonne

more

to

Probably

in Paris. 8
this decision to opt for the priesthood came suddenly to Claude or was
merely the formulation of what were unspoken desires all along deep under the
surface, we don't know, but the announcement of it at this stage must have been
nothing short of a thunderbolt for his parents, especially for his father. Apart
entirely from his long term plans about Claude's taking a seat in the Parlement de
Bretagne as conseiller and his succeeding to the post ofJuge-Garde des Monnaies,
a post which was hereditary, there was the recent big expansion in their commercial

Whether

undertakings.

They had been living since 1690 in rue Saint-Sauveur. This street, which had
seen the development of Claude from boyhood to manhood, was bounded on one
side by the Basilica of Saint-Sauveur and on the other side by the Cathedral, the
des Places home being in the shadow of both and palpably feeling their influence.
Now there were big changes afoot for the family. There was first a change of
house. At last they were moving into their own new spacious premises built to
the requirements of Mr. des Places beside their new big business complex and
within a few paces of his offices in the Hotel des Monnaies on the other side of
the street. Money was no object in the design of their mansion and from the map
of Rennes drawn up after the Great Fire of 1720 we can gauge exactiy the extent of
the ground space bought over by des Places down the years. He had the right also to
dispose of the living quarters set aside in the Mint complex for the Juge Garde and
his family; these he made over to his partner in that office, Gilles, Joseph Serpin,
Sr. de La Rochardiere. 9
The rue Saint-Sauveur from which the des Places were moving now and the
rue de la Cordonnerie (i.e. rue de la Monnaie today) formed as it were two legs
of the letter
with the short street of rue Saint-Guillaume connecting them. The
courtyard and gardens at the rear of the houses in rue Saint Sauveur were adjoining
those along the corresponding stretch of rue de la Cordonnerie. Des Places senior
had by this time bought out much of the frontage of rue Saint Guillaume, and a
sizeable portion of the frontage of rue de la Cordonnerie; and, having demolished
the old buildings he constructed three-storey warehouses, coach-houses, and
stables to cater for horses needed to transport their merchandise. All this was
to cope with their greatly extended trade in cloth, mostiy linen and special fabrics
bought in monopoly deals with agents who lived out among the weavers in the
various areas of Brittany, famous at that time for their fabrics. Notable among
them was the area where des Places senior had originated, Montcontour in the
Saint Brieuc region, and where as we have seen he brought Claude the previous
year on what must have been a working holiday. Claude's mother, of course,
was not standing idly by in all these extensions and developments. Her years
as governess for the Marbeufs, and her contact with the various localities where
they owned property and chateaux, stood her in good stead both in buying and
marketing what was of quality in the more expensive type of fabrics sought after
by the dress-conscious gentry.
Now they were at the peak of their fortunes and were looking forward to the new
chapter in the des Places story when, like their friends, the Ferrets du Tymeur, they
could, as it were, buy their way back into the ranks of nobility and gradually hand
over their empire to their brilliantiy successful heir. Then he confronted them with
the announcement that he was not at all interested in this role being cut out for him,

U
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he was on the contrary opting for the priesthood and that he wanted to be sent
Sorbonne in Paris to pursue his studies there. One can but sympathise with
Claude's parents. Suddenly their gold must have turned to ashes, and the great
sacrifices they had made so willingly over the years now seemed to have been all
in vain. Deep as was their faith one can imagine them complaining bitterly to the
Lord and having to suppress feelings of aversion for the priesthood which seemed
set to shatter their dreams.
Claude no doubt had his own special concept of the priesthood at this stage.
Fresh as he was from his studies of rhetoric and philosophy, and intoxicated
perhaps by his own oratorical brilliance, the models he had of the priesthood
were men such as Bossuet and Bourdaloue, both past students of Jesuit schools,
who were famous as church orators and whose appearances in the pulpits of great
churches were as much sought after as the shows in the theatre of the time. A
few years later, when Claude tried to come face to face with his inner self as
he followed the stages of an Ignatian retreat, he realised that his interest in the
priesthood might well be badly tainted by his deep desire for glory and acclaim.
that

to the

In his revealing retreat notes

we

find

him addressing

his inner self as follows:

I know you are much drawn to clerical life. I do not blame you for this bent,
provided I am convinced you have the right intention, namely God's glory and
the longing to secure your own salvation. It is true that there are signs of this
intention, but I notice many other motives. I am convinced you would like me
to make this choice so as to convert souls to God, to remain more regular in
the practice of virtue, to be in a better position to do good, and to give alms to
the poor more generously. Such a scheme is worthy of praise and contains all
I would ask of you so as to approve your choice. Yet tell me honestly is that
the only reason you have for wanting to see me serve in the Church? Will not
vanity itself, your dominant passion, become the real reason for your vocation?
You flatter yourself with the thought that my preaching will be greeted with
applause and thus glory and honour will be yours. This is where you are most
vulnerable for, if I agree to become a priest on the condition that I never mount
a pulpit, you will never give your consent. What then will be my decision? 10

In the official document confirming des Places in the post of Juge Garde we are
In
informed that he was known for his suffisances
prud'hommie, experience
other words, this self-made man, did not get where he had got without a lot of
horse-sense and shrewd knowledge of human nature as well as civil law. He read
Claude's motives better than Claude himself did at the time. When they got over
the initial shock of the announcement they did not lose their heads and openly
oppose Claude's decision. Being practising Christians, there must have been some
real happiness that God had so inspired their son to choose the better part; they
knew also that to oppose his decision directly was bad psychology. Perhaps, too,
his decision might yet only be the first phase of youthful idealism which would
give way in time to the realities of life as they saw it. So when Claude asked his
parents for their permission to go back to Paris to study theology, this is how they
reacted according to Fr. Thomas:
.

.

Monsieur and Madame des Places were too

.

religious to

.

.

.

oppose their son's

expedient to put his constancy to the test. However,
their plans did not agree with his. Claude's father was richly endowed with
worldly possessions and he wanted his son to become Counsellor of Brittany's
Parliament. He had hoped that his son in whom he could see so many excellent
vocation, but thought

it
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would restore to his family the ancient standing it had lost through a
disagreement between a mother-in-law in the des Places relationship and her
qualities

sons-in-law.

"His parents argued therefore that to be well-trained and to become a priest
was not necessary for him to study in Paris or to be a doctor from the
Sorbonne. It was enough to be learned. 'I don't know any doctors', observed
his father, 'who preach much better than the others'. This reply did not suit
des Places junior. It meant that he would have to study theology at Rennes
but that was not to his liking. His clerical aspirations were not pure enough
it

to

preclude a desire for more liberty than proximity to parental supervision
inevitably have accorded him. 11

would

To

understand the significance of that last remark we have to keep in mind that
compulsory seminary attendance was not yet accepted as part of the normal
preparation for the priesthood. Until within a certain period before receiving major
orders there was no obligation, no facility even, for aspirants to the priesthood to
receive seminary training. Legislation was coming into force gradually determining
the length of this obligatory period of seminary attendance but it varied from place
to place according to the facilities available. In Rennes itself what happened was
that students did their theology at the Jesuit college or with the Dominicans; they
boarded in hostels, as did the lay students, except those who like Claude lived
nearby. This is what Grignion de Montfort was doing until he was offered a free
place at Paris. And the same applied to Claude's close associate Michael Vincent
Le Barbier whom we will meet later as Claude's right hand man in Paris. So the
prospects for Claude then would be to continue his studies at Saint-Thomas' while
residing at home until within a year or so of ordination. Then it would be obligatory
for him to attend the senior diocesan seminary which was opened by St. John Eudes
and his society at Rennes in 1672. This seminary, situated just a few minutes walk
from the des Places' new house, was not a seminary in the full sense in that it did not
teach theology, but rather concentrated on the spiritual formation of the aspirants
as they approached the priesthood. The students continued their attendance as
externs at the Jesuits or Dominicans. This set-up did not at all appeal to Claude's
tastes. He preferred to make a clean break with the home situation which might
cramp his style as it were. Luckily an ideal solution was hit on - a solution in which
with the benefit of hindsight we can now see the hand of providence. But for the
simple statement of the solution itself let us turn to Fr.
It

was agreed that he should go

to

Nantes

Thomas:

to study there.

This choice was

in

way he
would also have a chance to let his vocation mature. The study of law was
required of all who wanted to become counsellors with Parliament. It was
likewise useful for those who desired to enter the clerical state. Beyond all
this, young des Places wanted more freedom. 12
perfect accord with the designs of both parents and their son. In this
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