Bulletin of Ecumenical Theology 2 (1, 1989).

A THEOLOGY OF NIGERIAN POLITICS

BY THE REV

..

CANON 5.1. OMOERA,

INTRODUCTION:
In

discussing

a

Christian theology for

Nigerian politics,

there must

many clarifications to assure those who have some misgivings
about the Church and Politics that there is no intention of, bringing

be

so

theology uder political influence or that christian theology will in the
long or short run approve of any or all kinds of political options or
analyses. In a theology of Nigerian politics we want to stress how
God uses the Christian Church in Nigeria to accomplish His plan for
salvation and transformation of individuals, the Church and the na
an Ikwerre proverb which translated into

tion. Elechi Arnadi has

English
The

means:

villagers

may

belong

to a

god

but the

god

also

belongs

to the

villagers.

1

Although the 1979 constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
clearly states in sections 10 and 35 that Nigeria shall not adopt any
religion as state religion but grants right to freedom of thought, cons
cience and religion, it also states in the very first sentence that the
people firmly and solemnly resolved to live in unity and harmony as
one indivisible and undissoluble Sovereign Nation "Under God
Nigeria belongs to God Almighty and God belongs to us.
Is there any discernible Christian theology or any theology in
Nigerian Politics? There has been no political party along religious
lines even though some political parties in the past had religious col
ourings because of the religion of a majority of their leadership'. This
leads one to ask the suggestive question as to why it is easy for Nor
thern Nigeria to win votes in the south while it is near impossible for
"

...

southerners, muslims

or

christians,

to win votes in the North. Chris

do their best to -destroy the myth of the so-called
"predorninantlv muslim North and the predominantly Christian
south"

tians

must

.
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Even without reliable
North and the South of
are more

muslims

going

census

figures

a

few week-ends in both the

Nigeria will convince any enquirer that there
christians in Nigeria than Muslims. The Friday outing of

going

to

the mosque and the Sunday outing of Christians
North and South will prove to any

to the Church in both

doubter that the

myth of calling Northern Nigeria

a

predominantly

muslim part of Nigeria is a calculated lie to deceive outsiders. David
Barrett's "World Christian Encyclopedia" however, puts the popula
2
tions of Christians in Nigeria at 43% and that of muslims at 40% Ad
.

mittedly, it has

not been easy to ascertain the exact number of

adherents of each religion because of the
figures but the figures in the above named

politicisation of census
encyclopedia reflect the
numerical superiority of christianity over Islam in Nigeria.
While it must be recognized that politics is not .nece:ssa�ily life ac
cording to the Christian Gospel, we must also recognize that the task
of the church is not fundamentally a political enterprise. 31t cannot be
denied, however, that the Gospel enters into every aspect of man's
life, even into politics. William Wilberforce of Hull, England who
wanted to take Holy Orders was advised by his friend John Newton
to use his christian conviction to represent his people in the British
Parliament. He did. His christian stance in the political life of Britain
earned Britain the honour of being the first country to abolish the
dehumanizing slave trade in March of 1807.
From the time of Emperor Constantine of the Roman Empire,
Christianity had had its influence in the politics of the Empire until the
period of the Reformation in the 17th century. It has a very profound
effect upon politics and government in John Calvin's Geneva. In the
New England Colonies of North America, Calvin's brand of christiani
tyaffected both church and state from 1621 up to the middle decades
4
of the nineteenth century. In Max Weber's thesis, the Protestant
Ethic and the spirit of Capitalism, Calvinism was one side of the
causal chain in the formation of a capitalist society. Calvin's doctrine
of predestination led his followers to apply themselves fanatically to
their daily work and the kind of asceticism which made them plough
back their gain into their work. Weber's hypothesis explored the rela
tionship between religious ideas and economic ideas and behaviour.
Admittedly this hypothesis has stimulated much controversy and
_

argument.

5

__

But it is mentioned here to show that for centuries, the
political, social and even economic pro

christian faith has influenced
cesses.

There is no agreement

as to

whether

religion should continuo

to

in-
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political decisions. On one hand those who advocate the
secularity of the state hold that Church and State should be com
pletely separated while on the other hand those who are anxious to
preserve public morality want the Church to have a strong voice in
the formation of the laws and regulations of the state. Nigeria is
religiously pluralistic and it would be unrealistic to advocate purely
christian principles in a religiously divergent society.
In pre-christian Nigeria kings and rulers in certain parts of the coun
try were both priests and kings. They built shrines and other places of
worship. They enforced religious laws and the observance of
religious rituals. In the Edo and Yoruba Kingdoms the Oba was the
political head and chief priest on festival occasions. The king
represented God and the ancestors before his subjects. He saw to the
material and spiritual well-being of his people. It was one of the dif
ficulties of early missionary work in Nigeria that the Church and the
colonial administration did not speak with the same voice because
"Christianitv tended to disrupt the existing political and social system
Viz. In
through which the British Colonial Office ruled Nigeria
direct Rule, the new religion did not usually receive any encourage
6
ment from the British political administrators in the field"
So Chris
was
seen
the
Oba
and
his
which
by
tianity
(king)
people as the
whiteman's religion and which did not identify or conform to the in
digenous way of life was also not seen to have had the backing of the
fluence

-

white rulers.

fully established itself in Nigeria there was no
religion
everybody in the colony must adhere to. So
and
the Indigenous Nigerian religion co-existed.
Islam, Christianity
Islam and Christianity which are not indigenous to Nigeria seek con
verts from the indigenous religion. While Islam has definite policy of
conquering and ruling the people christianity has no such intentions.
In this case the question arises as to what is political theology in the
"fe ofthe Nigerian church.
When Colonial rule

state

1.

which

WHAT IS POLITICS?

On the positive side 'politics' means the art or science of govern
the management of a political party: political affairs or opinions
but on the negative side 'politics' means 'manoeuvring and intrigu
ing'. Both sides of this definition of politics are at the root of the
argument as to whether a christian should take part in politics or not.
Politics on the other hand is not what it claims to be because it is full
of twisting facts
manoeuvring and intrigues. Its claims are often
ment:

-
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false. In

theory politics is universal and rational. In political party for

mation and in election manifestoes, politics sets out to discover and
formulate a worth-while programme to achieve an aim which is not
deflected by the whims and caprices of individuals but based on a

foundation of the actual needs and the goal of the society. Thus
politics seeks to involve all society in a rational process of education.
The problems with politics though, is that like Plato it is concerned
with what the city
'the polis' ought to be, not what it is. It talks of
projects to be carried out but does not tell the public what will hap
sure

--

pen to the contractors who take the money but fail to carry out the
good deal of platonism is always present in con

terms of contract. A

temporary political theory, which is developed in order
scientific structure to

to

give

a

practical politics.

Politics may set out to be

a

necessary and rational business but in

practice it is marked by a good deal of emotional involvement. As
political events develop, one can.see politicians having an emotive
preference for one value or another. The claim of the rationality of
any political approach is undermined by the amount of emotion by
which a particular value is affected. In Nigeria in the recent past, the
issue of free education at a" levels generated a lot of emotions. It still
does because the question of 'quality' or 'quantity' was injected into
it. This value judgement makes it controversial and it generates a lot
of emotions. Are these emotions generated because each side of the
argument has done an objective analysis of the facts? At the end,
these emotional preferences affect the exe(.;u tion of the programme
which claims to be rational and universal.
Politics seeks to appear as the corporate administration of people
and things. It presents itself as the most just and most hopeful way of

society. However. this claim to be the best form of
conceals a lust for power. Effective government
also
administration
for
calls
power. but power is also intoxicating and benefits
certainly
those who exercise it. Andre Dumas declares that

managing

human

Power is conquest, because politics remain a conflict between different groups.
It involves conquest for the sake of gain and conquest to prevent the possibility
of manipulation. Politicians fight to remain in power, claim that they are only try
ing to remain in a position in which they can continue with effective govern

ment.7
This easily reminds one of a political party in Nigeria's Second
Republic which gave itself the epithet of 'super power' which the
other political parties twisted to be· 'SOUp don sour'. Politics is
presented as a rational solution, but in reality, it is a matter of emo
tional preferences, the struggle for power and the concern to retain
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it. Although it claims to have a scientific theory, its hidden face is the
struggle to acquire power, sometimes through elections, sometimes
through intrigues over succession and coup d'etats in the so-called
Third World countries. That is why politics is always waged like a
war, although it claims to be concerned with peace. Involvement in
politics is not just a matter of making moral or rational statements, it
is a matter of adding up the forces at one's disposal. If you want

peace prepare for war.
Politicians always want to

practicalise their ideas by embarking on
projects. They must be carried out according to the
political ideology of the party in a way of establishing a hold on the
masses so that they will accept a programme. Underlying this public
project is an undisclosed ambition. This ambition provides an in
dispensable source of vitality but ambition is also prepared to lie in
order to survive. This lie gradually destroys the confidence that ambi
tion seeks to build up. Another limiting factor than ambition is
economic pressure. A political party may have ideal programmes for
a

number of

but economic pressures may create a wide gap between
splendour of the promise and the limited range of practical
possibilities. So politics which has the appearance of personal con
cern for the progress of the masses or a science of necessary pro

the

masses

the

gress, often proves to be a reaction to unforeseen circumstances
game of chance. Political events then develop through someone

-

a

or a

party seizing opportunities.
2.

WHAT IS THEOLOGY?

Theology means rational thought or talk about God. B. L. Heb
blethwaite calls it 'the study of belief in God'. Sit is the science which
treats of God. It also includes in its field of investigation man's rela
tions to God, because christianity is not a theory or speculation about
God. According to E.Y. Mullins religion is man's relations to the
divine being. �t involves fellowship and obedience on man's part, and
9
self revelation on God's part. The theme of Theology is the Being
and Nature of God and His creatures and the whole complex of the
Divine dispensation from the Fall of Adam to the Redemption
through Christ and its mediation to men by His Church, including the

so-called natural truths of God, the soul, the moral law and
10
which are accessible to mere reason.
Its purpose is the investigation of the contents of
enlightened by faith (fides quaerens intellectum) and
11
understanding.

belief
the

by means of reason
promotion of its deeper

so on
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For the purpose of this paper, we will exclude all the other definitions
of Theology and stress that Theology is concerned with the realities
of God, man and the universe in their true nature and interrelation.
Theology can only be done properly from the inside by those who ac
12
tually believe in God A Political Theology, therefore, must be a sub
ject for serious consideration by Christians who believe in God .who
made the human being in His own image bearing in mind that the
greatest commandment is that we should love God in complete obe
dience and love our neighbours as ourselves.
In a Political Theology, the Christian must take care to examine the
titles of Jesus Christ as they relate to the Christian community and
the local people. Each of these titles focuses attention on some
aspect(s) of the Person of Jesus. Let us examine three of such titles
viz. Messiah, Son of God and Lord. Messiah is an Old Testament ti
tle. It means literally 'the anointed one' like the Greek translation
of 'Christ'. The title could be used for the king of Israel or for a king
whom God has chosen like Cyrus in Isaiah 45. The Messiah was the
promised ideal king who would deliver Israel from her oppressors and
establish righteousness. The Christian theologian will from this title
of Christ see Jesus who overcame sin and death, "a this
worldly
interpretation of Christ as the Lord of man's social, moral, and
13
The other title of Jesus Christ which has political
political life."
importance is 'Son of God' which in the Old Testament was also used
for the Kings of Israel or for Israel as a nation. This makes Jesus both
God and Man. To avoid being regarded as one of the 'Sons of God'
John's Gospel calls Jesus the 'only begotten Son' of God. The title
'Lord' (Kurios) was applied by the New Testament writers to Jesus.
This suggests that when used as a religious title for Jesus it is more
than a word of respect. It means that Jesus, though a man, is also
14
God and therefore the goal toward which human existence tends.
While the letter to the Hebrews acknowledges the divinity of Christ, it
also affirms His humanity:
-

He (Jesus) reflects the

upholding

To

glory of God and bears

the universe by His word of power

the very stamp of his nature,

15
...

qualify this reflector of God's glory

ween

to be genuine mediator bet
God and man, the letter to the Hebrews adds that Jesus

'had to be

maae uxe rns

merciful and faithful

people. For because he himself has suffered and
16
help those who are tempted.

sins of the
able to

orethren in every respect so that he
in the service oJ God, to make

high priest

might become a
expiation for the
been tempted, he is
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Theology must recognize this two-fold nature of Jesus so
be relevant to the life of the church militant here on earth.

THE CHURCH AND POLITICS
The Church is the

is the God of

in the world because, "God
history, he has a pur
that His people
the church

community of God
history and as the God who

acts in

pose in every event of life. It means
17
must take responsibility for history".
Before the Old Testament said
-

anything about God's choice of Abraham
particular people, the first eleven chapters
universal God

-

the God of all the earth

-

and his descendant's

as a

of Genesis reveal God

as a

the creator and sustainer

of the universe, the judge and Redeemer of human kind. The pro
phets of Israel proclaimed that Yahweh is God of the nations of all the
earth. The New Testament teaches that Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, is the Saviour, the Way, the Truth and the Life of the whole
world.

why the church cannot avoid politics (the art or science
grovernment) is that christianity (which the Church propagates) is
not a particularist religion which is a private posibility for individuals.
Theologically speaking it seeks to address the whole world. The
Church's Great Commission from the Lord Jesus is, "Go therefore
and make disciples of All nations, baptizing them in the name of the
18
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
Sociologically, the Early Church was a minority and a deprived
group in society. Even then the Church spoke a universal message to
the
that the world was created through Jesus Christ and for
�yect
Him
To the Christian, religion and politics are like the two sides of
a coin
to obey God is to co-operate with Him in the historical
arena. Faith in Jesus Christ should not be a private religion, tolerated
by, or a matter of indifference to, certain citizens and with no real
significance for society as a whole. Those who want Nigeria to re
main a "secular" State always argue that religion is a private affair.
This claim is always made whenever the issue of schools worship is
mentioned or some people want the government to withdraw from
the Muslim 'or Christian 'Pilgrims Welfare Boards. It was also promi
nent in arguments against the Federal Government of Nigeria joining
the Organisation of Islamic Conferences (0.1. C.). Religion may be
private in deciding to be for or against a particular religion but chris
tianity is not just a religion; it is a WAY of life. It changes one's life
completely. Thoughts, words and actions are totally re-oriented
The

reason

of

....

.

-

because the christian is 'in Christ and has become

a new

creature'.
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It may well be argued that christians in the public life of Nigeria
have not demonstrated the claim that christianity is a way of life. It is

equally true that the three
tianltv and African Religion

main

religions

in

Nigeria

-

Islam, Chris

in their millions of adherents have proved
woeful failure. These adherents carted away large sums of money en

trusted to their care. The social system in which they were brought
up and the capitalistic education in the schools make acquisition of il
legal wealth a thing to strive at. Nigeria's political theology can only
be a real guide when we evolve a system whereby we can use
research results which emphasize the noble ethic in the teachings of
Jesus Christ in the Gospels.
Historical Theology revefal� that religious thought does lead to ac
tion
how a person in a particular period of time considered an
aspect (or all aspects) of faith and the practice of that aspect of faith.
A careful observation of the christian life reveals that the social and
economic circumstances prevailing in a particular place and time af
fect the practitioner either for or against the true practice of what the
church or the Bible teaches.
Christian theology in Nigeria has not done. a systematic analysis of
the prevailing social _and economic realities of the Nigerian church.
The Christian Association of Nigeria (C.AN.), which was born in
August 1976 out of circumstances the founding fathers and mothers
of the Association did not dream of, 2°should cornrnission a body to
carefully analyse the political, social and economic situations in
-

Nigeria which make the Church's work hang on the periphery when
the individual christian enters politics. According to Bishop John
Onaiyekan of lIorin,
The social and political doctrines of the Church need to be applied more directly
local situation in such a way that christians in power or aspiring to it can
have valid and authentic guide-lines in their efforts to be good christian rulers.

to our·

Here themes like the divine origin of .all political power, authority as service,
political engagement as apostolate for the Kingdom of heaven, christian par
ticipation in public life as a call to witness to the life of Christ and his message,
21
will need further elaboration in a "political theology" for Nigeria.

The church should commission ministries', Panels, committees of ex
perts in different areas of human endeavour. The activities of these

'ministries' and committees of experts can be effectively directed to
check the fast growing rate of irreligious people. The mass of the
uneducated rural people who produce tomorrow's citizens should be
taken to account when the church is planning. The Christian Council
of Nigeria's Institute of Church and Society and the Catholic Social
Centres should be used more than before as part of the church's ef
fort in Mass Mobilization. The common thing one finds in some
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Politics

villages

in

Nigeria

is that backslided christians

join the

group

of those who are disappointed by organized religion of any creed, It
is difficult to deal with those who have rejected all religions because
the church or her representative failed in one way or the other.
One does not need to stress the fact that christian and muslim
politicians in Nigeria have not shown any better behaviour than the
adherents of the African Indigenous Religion. They have all displayed
a rotten culture of stealing public funds. Our political and social
theology should address itself to finding a cure for this evil otherwise
the dismal failure of the church in this regard will continue to be a fer
tile ground from which the so-called Marxists and Socialists (who
also grab at any given opportunity) attack religion and call it the only
evil in society.
Preaching to maintain the political status quo has been the bane of

Every subsequent change of government,
military, has always received the church's pledge
of loyalty without a definite stand to represent the suffering masses

the

church.

Nigerian

whether civilian

or

to the new set of rulers. The church in Latin America and in

South

Africa has a Liberation Theology. The Nigerian Church needs a
theology that will speak to the political instability and economic op
pression under which the masses practise religion. May be we need a
Redemption Theology. The church must not be seen to be maintain
ing or participating in the system which makes more than ninety per
cent of the citizenry perpetually "hewers of wood and drawers of
water"

22

for those who grow richer at the expense and detriment of
beings. The doctrine that God is not poor and that

their fellow human
His ministers

earth must not be poor must also apply to lay chris
equally the children of god. This way God's blessings
will go round. The Church through her special ministries to people
who live in rural areas can once again as it was in the pre-colonial and
colonial periods organise literacy classes so as to teach people to use
for a liv
their brains and resources to fight poverty. Working hard
ing can cure mass poverty. When government starts a good

tians who

on

are

-

economic programme like the Directorate of Foods, Roads, and Rural
Infrastructure (DIFRRI) and it breaks down for lack of zeal, the
church should keep on encouraging both people and government to
continue. No

one in Nigeria takes government programmes serious
because they always fail in the end. Operation Feed the Nation
(0 FN), the Green Revolution, and the Moral Revolution are just a
few examples. Dialogue with the rural populace through the Local
Government Councils will always be more effective for the local chur
ches and the so-called "grassroots" with a high birth rate. God has a
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long view of history and prepares for the future. He expects His peo
ple to be always prepared for His Kingdom, which is always breaking
into human affairs. By the sacrament of baptism all christtians are
made members of Christ's Body, the children of God and inheritors
23
of the ki ngdom of heaven.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
basilia tou Theou like its Aramaic
'kingdom of God'
malkuth
means
(malekuth)
equivalent
strictly the 'reign' 'sovereignty'
or 'kingship' of God. It is not so much a geographical area of God's
reign as 'God's Kingship' or reign. God is King de jure and in Chris
tian eschatology God will be de facto King of the world when Jesus
comes in the Parousia. Jesus came to set up a community of the
reign of God but in this new community royalty is measured in terms
The

-

of service of God and man-"whoever would be first among you must
be slave of all" 24. Alan Richardson says that the expression 'to enter
kingdom of God (eiselthein eis ten basileian tou Theou) means
more than to become a subject of God's Kingdom; it means to
receive a share in God's Kingship, to be one of those appointed to
25
reign. Whether or not Jesus Himself thought in terms of a literal
the

earthly reign, he is recorded as having spoken of His fellowship of
disciples as the little flock to whom it was the Father's good pleasure
26
to give the reign. An active child of God is acutely aware that to live
a full life he lives in two worlds at the same time. Yet they are not two
worlds as such but the Christian way of life which according to Alex
27
Vidler, is 'holy worldiness'
Preaching the Gospel of Jesus christ is preaching the Gospel of
the kingdom, of the sovereign rule of God over the whole range of
human life. In Paul's letter to the Philippians (in Ch.1 :27) he used
politeuesthe to mean "manner of life" or simply "conduct
yourselves" and (in Ch. 3:20) later he used 'politeuma' to mean that
the christian's citizenship is in heaven. If "manner of life" and
"citizenship" come from a word we translate 'politics' it means the
Christian's call is both to preach the Gospel and be also concerned
with matters affecting the citizenry wherever the christian serves the
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. St. Paul himself and his colleagues
.

who walked in the way of Jesus Christ are contrasted with christians
whose life denied the spirit of sacrifice and God's judqementsrpon
sin mansifest in the cross; such men are dominated by greed, lust
and the things of this world. Christians on the contrary, are citizens
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Politics

of the kingdom in heaven; set in this world as a colony of that
realm,
their interests cannot be confined to earth and their life is lived in
obedience to the divine sovereignty. 28 The definition of a

spiritual life

truly

include political engagement
participating in the
science or art of government in the community in the broadest sense
of the word.
must

Archbishop Cyril Garbett of York
The church must also

fight

witness. For the church must be
the world. It is

an

army

on

wrote in 1955:

the world

by bearing against it militant and prophetic
militant, though its weapons are not those of

the march in

the tired. Defence is not sufficient,
be manoeuvred into the position of

a

hostile country, and not

a rest

must be shown in open attacks on the sins of the world
the sins of individuals. The whole .tone and spirit of society can

This

militancy

only

on

camp for

though often the church has allowed iteslf to
a man
fighting with his back against the wall.
and not

be so evil

an environment in which it becomes very hard for the individual to
Christ. The Church must therefore condemn the social crimes of avarice,
greed and corruption, and expose the falseness of the values accepted by the
world
Today the church should condemn the lust for money, the appalling

that it forms
serve

...

casualties

on

toleration of

a

the roads, the use of indiscriminate destruction in warfare, the
colour bar, the continued existence of the slums, and the

with which society condones adultery and accepts the break-up of

la�9Y

marriages.

Archbishop Garbett demanded of christians not to be aggressive on
ly in condemning sin but also to demand for justice, fight the battle
of the poor, the hungry, the refugee and the aged against a world
which too often turns a deaf ear to their appeals.
All these lead to the question of how the Church can achieve these
loftly goals. How can a church which is a minority bring the kingdom

(kingship)

of God to bear upon the affairs of this world? Our Lord
as a metaphor for the Kingship of god ac

Jesus Christ used leaven

ting quietly

within the world often unnoticed but the effects

clear. Christians

are

wound and flavours food. The leaven acts from

stings

on a

when

a woman

are

also the salt of the earth. Salt acts from

hides leaven in three

measures

there until it has leavened the whole

without,
within, as

of meal and leaves it

lump. As leaven scattered

through the meal it is intended to permeate, "so small groups of
christians dispersed in the world are to do the work of leaven in the
environment in which they find themselves"
The Church, like Israel, finds hereself in

30

a

privileged position

as

God's chosen people. The God of the Church is the God of the whole
earth. Jesus Christ came 'that the world through Him might be sav
ed.' As Israel was surrounded by the super-powers of those days so
the church is surrounded by those super-powers of modern times
who believe they can destroy the world and the church in it in a mat
ter of minutes. The Christian's God is the God of the Muslims and of
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the African indigenous Religion (Godianism). Inspite of this privileg
ed position of the church God often has better servants outside than
Israel (cf. Isaiah 45.1ff.) God is not bound to work only through the

Church. There are "secular" movements. for world peace which God
viz. the United Nations Organisation and all its agencies, the
International Red Cross, Amnesty International, movements against

can use

apartheid, the Organisation of African Unity, etc. The Church can
organisations to establish God's kingship on earth.
Jesus has come to redeem the world, it is the duty of the church to
be on duty like a good nurse to bring in the mind, the love and the
power of Jesus Christ to redeem the world which is becoming more

work with these

evil.

and

more

3.

WHAT IS POLITICAL THEOLOGY?

Political

is relatively new. It is a revival of an apocalyptic
what has yet to take place in the history of the
31
world and concentrating human energy in this direction.
Political
theologies emphasize the collective dimensions of life rather than be

Theology

view focussed

on

ing concerned with personal conversion. Political theologies are
apocalyptic, full of crowds as in the Book of Revelation. The great
gatherings in the Apocalypse recapitulates the twelve tribes of the
Old Testament and the twelve Apostles of the New. It is a book
about collective achievements. All that had been hinted at, announ
ed, lived out before hand in the lives of individuals is now summed
up and repeated in a final collective re-capitulation. Instead of being
preoccupied with the personal salvation of each individual im
mediately after his own death, the Aprocalypse speaks of a general
resurrenction at the end of history. It describes the collective future
those who are being saved
of a humanity in terms of two cities
belong to Jerusalem and those who are perishing belong to Babylon.
Political theologies use collective categories like those to be found
in appocalyptic, whereas theologies of the Word (hermeneutical
theologies) speak more of the existential and personal decision pro
voked by eschatology. Political theology comprises not only mes
sianic expectations for earthly history, but also collective thought
and practice of the church. So far we have restricted ourselves to the
idea of a monolithic church because in the Apocalypse the elect
-

a Church and not churches. Political
children of God are a unit
theologies affirm the collective and historical dimensions of mes
sianic perspective which has been revived by the coming of Jesus
Christ. Political theologies are critical of a society which is anxious
-

A
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for preservation without future expectations, and of a church which
provides justification and legitimation without any thought of con
version or transformation. The Church has always had a political
horizon, long before political theologies became the present fashion.
The church must not be tempted to cast aside her political function
because of her minority status.

Andre Dumas says that the great political concern of the New
was to warn the church against being tempted by her
minority situation or being content with it. He points out that
"should that happen, the church would remain a sect, if one
understands a sect to be a group which feels society to be corrupt,
lost and of no account, and therefore sets out to lead a life of its
own. A sect like this has no concern for a political future of the
world. It breaks away and goes into retreat. By contrast the Church,
even if it is a minority, is invovled with all men and puts its challenge
Testament

to them". Dumas

suggests that this seems to be the sense of the
famous Romans chapter 13 which appears between other chapters
dealing with private and interpersonal relationships. It does more
than provide a theological foundation for the state.
There are two great dimensions to life in Christ and one does not
rule out the other
close with those
are

private life

in which

we

become emotional and

Affection, discretion and generosity
important. Personal secrets are kept in the private domain. The
nearer to us.

area of politics which involves dealings with
people with whom we are associated by cold impersonal
institutions rather than by warm emotions. Political relationships are
by nature anonymous, cold, structured and public. Politics should
be carried out in public as far as possible otherwise, it is corrupted by
secrecy as private life is corrupted by publicity. The church should be
the private and the
concerned with these two dimensions of life
political, because if she moves to only one part, especially the private
life alone, it has moved to the periphery and becomes an oasis or a
ghetto, and. ceases to proclaim the God of all the earth. These public
and private sectors of life must be preserved. The Church has to con
cern herself with both dimensions of life and a political theology is re
quired to rescue christianity from all exclusive concentration on
private life.
All that has been said so far is too hopeful that the Church can
easily play her part in politics. The church is not always competent In
the political sphere as if she is the political head of ,state. In modern

second dimension is the

unknown

-

times the church can see how many other independent authorities
are aware of the complexity of the problems involved and have lome
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over the interplay of forces. The other religions, especially
lslarn. believe and claim that they have the right to rule Nigeria. Of re
cent, in the October 1987 issue of 'OUALlTY' Magazine, Sheik
Abubakar Gumi claimed that only muslims have the right to rule
Nigeria. The Armed Forces of Nigeria, the different powerful
organisations within and outside the country claim that they have the
right to rule. The church realizes that these other bodies or groups
have equal rights as the Church. The Church must not cower out or
feel reduced to making moralistic pronouncements without spiritual
content. A spiritual pronouncement has force in a particular context.
In the pejorative sense, a moralistic pronouncement only expresses a
pious hope. It gives no specific indication of what is to happen as a
result, nor does it go into the specific decisions which will have to be
taken if anything is to come of it. Andre Dumas reminds us that

control

Jesus did not consider that He

was

competent in every respect. For

give judgement in a dispute over an in
heritance. "Man, who made me a judge or divider over you?" (Luke
12: 14). The proclamation of the Gospel, salvation and forgiveness

example, Jesus refused

are

the

core

to

of the Church's competence. On the other hand there

series of mundane issues about which the church may not feel
competent to say anything because it has to leave discussion on

are a

such issues to others but not without

examining

the issues involved

to know her stand.

However, it should be noted that the passage in
Luke 12 just quoted does lead to a discussion of the problem of
covetousness and the desire to seek security in possessions. If the
church is not competent to make pronouncements on certain issues,

she has competence in making pronouncements
dimensions of the issues involved.
In

conclusion,

which is the

we

new

have

seen

the

Israel of God

pressing
a

-

on

the

spiritual

need that the Church

chosen nation must have

a

political horizon if she is to serve the God of all the earth. The chris
tian is to proclaim the Kerygma
the proclamation of God's
Kingship upon earth in all the nations. We have in this last section
called attention to the fact that the church faces some dangers when
the danger of making moralistic statements
she speaks politically
or
judgements in areas outside her competence. We have
acknowledged the existence of other bodies which have equal rights
to speak or even rule in the country. So, for the Church, faith in God
-

-

makes the involvement of Christians in Politics healthier. Instead of
(religion) becoming the opium of the people it becomes

faith in God

the leaven, hidden and quielty at work in the dough of human
history. The example of Jesus in His service to God and to humanity
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sets a
came

_

pattern for the church: greatness is measured by service. He
that

we

has to hold

might
the

on to

have life, and have it aboundantly. The church
her Lord.

saving mission of
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