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Stability and the Leadership and the
0
Inevitability of Instability.
By
Matthew Hassan Kukah

1. Introduction

A

society must from time to time conduct a critical self
appraisal, put itself on a moral scale and find out the extent
to which it is, in aggregate terms, favoured by the balance
of socially acceptable conduct.
(Col J. Isa).
...

The pungency of these words contained in a copy of the letter of
invitation which I received from His Excellency, Colonel Ja'afaru

Isa, the Military Administrator of Kaduna State, made

me

feel that if

the host has the courage to extend this invitation under this theme,
then I do not think we shall be doing ourselves any good if we end
up here

merely extending the social frontiers of bonhomie and
backslapping. I therefore caution that if you are allergic to mirrors,
then do not read this paper any further.
Political stability has always been presented

as

an

ideal around

good governance can and should be built. In fact, it is always
being argued that political stability is a precondition for national
development, cohesion and integration. It is, therefore a desirable
component of life. The opposite, political instability, has a corrosive
effect on national development, stunts integration, fiightens ..
investors and disrupts the national equilibrium. If nations must move
forward (to use the worn out parlance), attain national cohesion and
consolidate their human, material and mineral resources, gain
international recognition and credibility, then they must find ways of
achieving domestic political stability. Perhaps it is in pursuit of this
that this conference has saddled me with the topic on Political
Stability and the Leadership question. My intention in the paper is to
which
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provoke
areas

more

...

serious discussions

that have dominated

problems

the Inevitability

our

beyond

ofInstability

some

discourse

of the

on

politics

superficial
and the

of nationhood.

2. Political

and the

Stability

I, however, hold

Leadership Question

slightly modified view in regards to the above
assumptions and could therefore alter the
presumptions
direction and scope of the paper to go beyond some of the rather
popular views that have been prominent in the discourse on political
stability in the states in Africa in particular and the so called third
world in general. There has been, to my mind, unnecessary and
sometimes highly exaggerated views about our lack of progress in all
directions of our national life. The processes of identifying the areas
of our failure have dwelt much on the superficial questions of the
crisis posed by flashes of conflict around such areas of our lives as
ethnicity, religion and poor political performance. This paper will
attempt to focus on these conflicts, argue that rather than being seen
as stunting our national growth, they have served and should serve a
a

and

cathartic effect in

our

national life. We should

see

them

as

an

inevitable part and parcel of our lives, overcome them and move on.
More importantly, it is my belief that rather than see them as a

weakness,
resources

we

should

see

them

as

the result of

our

abundant human

and the human talent in this country. I also wish to argue
life, our political stability in a narrow

that at this level of our national
sense

.is neither attainable
in

qualitative input
Nigerians settle for less.

our

nor

daily

desirable and the search for
lives will be

impossible

if

more

we

as

This paper has been divided into three broad parts. In part one, I
will argue that political stability as an ideal can be an ideological

fraud. I will show that contrary to popular belief, political stability is
a mythological contraption and that in reality, political instability is
inevitable component in the quest and attainment of
nationhood. History and common sense will be my guide. The
in fact

an

second part of the paper will address the nature of the historical
obstacles that lie in the path of even attaining the so called political

stability.

Part three will look

closely

at the

ingredients

for

managing
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resolving these conflicts, arguing that this indeed is the most
option, and by way of conclusion, show that overcoming
them is a vital part for laying the foundation for a finn, just and
democratic future. I am not implying that as a concept, political
stability is not desirable, but I wish to show that it cannot serve as an
end in itself; many national sins can be easily committed in its name,
if taken literally.
and

desirable

3.

Inevitability ofInstability: Myth

or

Reality?

Perhaps we need to ask a preliminary question: what is political
stability? In fact, what does a politically stable state really look like?
Do we have any to point at today? If the answer is yes, do we want
all of it or just part of it? In seeking answers to these questions, we
can keep slipping into the pits of philosophy and sophistty. What is
most obvious is that in real life a politically stable state is
inconceivable. A state may be stable economically, but may not be
so socially or morally. Our minds may go back to the Swedish
models, the British and American experiences and so on, which
have been tried and tested
shown

us

time. Events of the past years have
necessarily lead to the

over

that time and trials do not

attainment of

For

example, why has seeming
democracy? The
instability
attainment of political stability does not necessarily occur because
we have civilian rule, nor does the presence of democracy lead to it
automatically. This has been the experience of many post colonial
political stability.

become the bench mark of Italian

states all

over

the world. How

have attained what

was

come

deemed

that nations which seemed to

political stability suddenly

come

twnbling down? For example, the Shah's Iran, Kamuzu Banda's
Malawi, Mobutu's Zaire or Mungabe's Zimbabwe, Kim Sung or
Kim n Jong's North Korea, Pinochet's Chile, Somoza's or Ortega's
Nicaragua, etc.
When we argue that instability is inevitable, we must place our
discussion in proper context and perspective. Stability is not to be
taken to mean an atmosphere of solemnity and serenity, absence of
any form of opposition and political protests. Is this state of affairs
conceivable or even desirable anywhere in the world? It will be
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ofInstability

insincere for any government to think that it does not
have enemies or opponents. There will always be opponents even

thoroughly

for those with the best of intentions. Even God in heaven

was

not

spared the opposition led by Satan hitherto an angel whom He in
goodness had created. The real questions we have to ask are:
how do we manage conflict or opposition? How does government
handle those it perceives are opposed to its policies? Are there seats
available for the opposition in African democracy? Someone has
argued that in reality, the African mind cannot handle the opposition
as a part of democracy because the same word is used for
opposition and enemy in African languages. In Mozambique, one
hears that the opposition sits nearest to the back door in Parliament!
When a government is full of sycophants, praise singers and
courtiers, it fails to hear the voices of reason and can be deafened by

His

the voices that massage its ego. A government can achieve what
political stability by such means as physical elimination of

looks like
the

opposition,
illegalities. In this

infliction

of

victimization

terror,

becomes

and

many

carte blanche for all

security
frightened society can then be mistaken for a
peaceful, stable society. Two options are available in these
circumstances: the opposition goes underground or abroad and
bides its time, or government resorts to co-opting its opponents by
offering a slightly bigger carrot and a smaller stick.
When a government does not listen, then, instability can
case, state

a

forms of atrocities. A

deteriorate to chaos and this is its
when government

seemingly

learns to

worse

listen

form. This

even

To do

to

can

be avoided

opinions

that

are

this, it needs to set up
conflict, accepting the

politically expedient.
identifying and managing
as part of statecraft. Overcoming ,or containing
of
conflict
dynamics
conflict becomes an aspect of national growth. Let us now identify
why instability may have been part and parcel of our national life.
not

mechanisms for

3.1. Colonial Roots

of Political Instability

Colonialism may not necessarily be responsible for all our political
sins, but there is no doubt that like the sin of Adam in Christian

theology,

most of the roots of our

present day political sins

can

be
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traced to the loss of innocence after colonialism. I
innocence not in terms of

sinlessness,

but in the

use

sense

the word

that

th�

new

cosmology which would later dominate our lives after independence
as
Nigerians had hitherto been unknown to us. The new
paraphernalia of governance as seen in the introduction of
Parliaments, an the talk about Democracy, Constitutionalism etc, the
new economic language of Capitalism and western education, all
these carne with their new demands on our fragile polity. They
threw our communities into a world that they were neither prepared
for intellectually, psychologically nor spiritually. Their traditional
cosmos was destroyed and they were offered new value systems that
they had never known.
Colonialism may not have invented ethnicity, but its new definition
of political space injected new interpretations and conceptions of
Ethnicity and Religion into our people. If they made ethnicity,
religion and region a basis for access to the spoils of state, there was
no doubt that these hitherto innocent identities would gradually
become miniature Frankensteins in the process of political
competition among communities that had lived peacefully on many
fronts. Many communities had lived with their neighbours on the
basis of some form of independent international relations, but they
were now forced to live under new tutelage that they did not know.
They were now to worship gods that they had never heard of or
known in the new ways being proposed by the conquering powers.
The colonialists established their governance by force. It was natural
that despite so many years of innocuous legislation and dubious
claims of indirect rule, it imposed a certain dominant ideological
world view on the populace. By coercion, the law enforcement
agencies they left behind the army, the police, the immigration and
all the other arms of security would later become tools of terror in
the hands of the successor elite. Security would later become a
veritable fig leaf to cover up all forms of injustice and atrocities by
various arms of the state. Although the colonial government
pretentiously behaved as if it was a referee, in reality, it had its own
interests which it sought to defend during and after its stay. This
became the main reason for the exaggeration of Region (division of
-

-
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the country into three regions), Tribe (making the boundaries
coterminous with the boundaries of the three main ethnic blocs) and

Religion sheltering

Muslims from non-Muslim

influence).

It

was

clear to anyone that the regions would never be merged
together and one country formed from them. But today, here we
never

This is what accounts for the endless attempts to redefine
various interpretations of nationhood today.
are.

3.2. The

our

Leadership Question

largely illegitimate. From the time the
finally established themselves, the
whole landscape called Nigeria was littered with illegality. There
were dubious legal documents ceding territories to the British, but
whose contents were unknown to the signatories. It simply armed
them with the instruments of coercion as a means of legitimacy. It is
little wonder that the first batch of political activists to emerge frern
the colonial period became known as agitational politicians. Part of
their psychology was that they saw the British as usurpers whose
presence was aimed at undermining the integrity of Nigerian
peoples. Their politics were dominated by the quest for privilege,
taking over the batons of power because the land was occupied by
those they saw as foreign enemies. There are those who argue with
hindsight that this kind of agitational activism was not capable of
laying a solid foundation for an enduring legacy of political stability.
Thus, this line of reasoning argues that the agitational politicians of
the independence days suffered from lack of a competent back up
of politically efficient successors. Leadership could not be
established where there was no tradition of discipleship. The need to
fill in the vacant places that loomed with the departure of the British
Post-colonial

leadership

was

British made their incursions and

meant that the few educated men and women that were available

positions in govenunent. This generation
politicians
experience in the game of politics could not
automatically learn tolerance and statesmanship so easily. Perhaps
because of their experiences with the colonialists, they soon invented
their own rules and it did not take long for confusion to set in, thus
soon

of

went over to take up

with

no
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republic. Since then,
the quest for the establishment of a stable polity has been largely a
case of the pursuance of the proverbial will-o-the-wisp.
leading inexorably

3.3. Politics

to the

collapse

of the first

of Tradition and Modernity

The clash between the

new

traditions of the west and those of

our

people have been the subject of debate as we struggle to explain our
failures with various experiments. It has always been argued that
part of our problem lies with the fact that we have been
experimenting with foreign systems of governance that are
sometimes alien to our traditions and cultures.
Today, it is evident that democracy seems to be
with the

of tradition

on a

collusion

it is evident from the issues

politics
surrounding the role and place of traditional rulers. There is
obviously an absence of clarity on lines of authority, and the
pressures of military rule have made the roles of traditional rulers
more and more complicated. Ow- very poor experimentation and
abysmal results with such systems as the Westminster Parliamentary
course

as

system and the American Presidential system have led our thinkers
nothing is wrong with these systems and that the
fault is with us ourselves. The military system, the third option with
to conclude that

longest running time, which has come in to redeem us has
consistently offered us a cure that is by and large worse than the
disease. The real questions are about greed and unrestrained
selfishness. Or else, how come Nigerians in government do not have
problems with those alien structures that facilitate their looting the
treasuries? The fact is that there has been a total absence of political

the

will and commitment.
3.4.

Education, Opportunity and the Theory 0/
Relative Deprivation

tided, The Inevitability of Instability,
published in 1967, the political scientist, Professor James O'Connel
In

his

famous

essay

Political Stability

76

argued among

Educational

other

...

the

Inevitability ofInstability

things that:

development tends

to overreach itself and to fall short. It

sends too many young persons with irrelevant skills on to the labour
market and yet leaves the market short of well trained intermediate
technicians and administrators. Education is the
many African countries, and it is also the
depopulation and urban unemployment.

When

we

largest industry in
single biggest cause of rural

add this to the fact that this is the age in which the
by far the most aggressive, then we

communications revolution is

appreciate the impatience of our
Today, we have the media revolution as

can

Network

(CNN),

young men and women.
shown in the Cable News

INTERNET and CYBERSPACE. All these have

become vital components in the fuIfilment of the prophesy of the
revolution of rising expectations. This revolution argues that

expectations
and

men

life. This

and

will continue to rise

as new

visions become

possible,

will remain insatiable in their quest for a. better
that we shall become increasingly impatient with the

women

means

of our politics, governance, economy and so
add to this the fact that this nation continues to chum

quality

on.

When

our

thousands

and competent men and women from
Polytechnics and Colleges of Education, then we

we

of many young

our

Universities,
appreciate the reality of the inevitability of instability

can

as

defined in

the context of this paper.
In his book, Why Men Rebel, Ted Gurr
relative
relative

propounded the theory of
explain why people rebel. He argues that

deprivation
deprivation progresses
to

from the belief that

men

and

women

compare their fortunes with those of their immediate environment
and then use these as a means of defining their condition and

they come to the conclusion that their
conditions are not
good as those of their neighbours and then
they seek means of redressing the imbalance. At other times, they
trace their predicament to other sources: we are deprived of
political power because of the Hausa-Fulani, we are deprived of
economic power because of the Yoruba, we are denied access to
position.

Sometimes

as
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bureaucracy

because

definition continues

states deal with these

3.5.

of the Igbo, etc. This self criticism
circle, and it only depends
endless agitations.

as a

vicious
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and self
on

how

Corruption and the Bureaucracy

politics of a post-colonial state is that politics
tends to become, by and large, what has glibly been often referred
to as a competition for scare resources. But why are the resources
scare and who determines the scarcity? Is scarcity real or imagined?
It is the greedy urgency of the competitors that leads to the
misplacement of the priorities and identification of what constitutes
resources. In post-colonial states, the temptation is to work within
the limits of the aphorism: first come first served This introduces
an urgency in the competition which leads the politicians to narrow
The net result of the

down the definition of

resources

within the context of money and
perquisites within the

and other

privileges (land, houses,
bureaucracy). The real resources are the men and women who make
up the nation, not the mineral or material resources which are by
and large the creation of international industrial needs. Tragically,
these same men and women of our society are the victims who get
sacrificed. The process of coping with the demands by the elites
occasionally leads to the false belief that an expansion of the
bureaucracy is a necessary precondition for job creation, but the job
placements continue to expand in inverse proportion to the job
seekers. Gradually, the competition becomes decisive when losers
substitute their personal incompetence or weakness with their ethnic
origin, thus raising the stakes by the introduction of ethnic politics
cars

within the system.
4.

Options for Political Stability

In this

proffer suggestions as to what areas we
cohesion/stability, The list is not
meant to be exhaustive in any sense. It only seeks to open new
horizons and addresses government as well as governed.
section,

I shall tty to

need to address to achieve national

78
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run an

...
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open Government

This is not meant to put the State Security organs out of job. It is
although the Babangida administration somehow

obvious that

sabotaged some of its good policies, there is no doubt that the Th1F
debate, the political debates leading to the transition programme, the
MAMSER outfits, all had great potentials as means of gauging the
thoughts of citizens on issues that concerned them. Those in
government are not always the best in their fields nor are they
always the most brilliant minds. Government must learn to use
expert and professional advice even from its opponents. Again, the
Babangida administration destroyed the political left by giving them
a long rope; but their self immolation was an inevitability any way.
Yet his integration of some of the finest minds in this country into
the various areas of public discourse offered new opportunities for
resolving some of our complex national problems. The tragedy is
when these intellectuals end up lowering their intellectual quotient to
fit the ideology of those in power for the sake of improving their
personal economic and political ambitions.
4.2. Invest in human

resources

popular thinking, the greatest resource of Nigeria is
is, rather, the citizens of Nigeria from the Anangs,
Ogonis, the Katafs, the Haus as to the Ikulus, Ebiras, Ogoris,
Contrary

to

not oil. It

-

,

and

The minerals will all go, but the citizens of this
Mumuyes
country will remain. The government must become more conscious

of how

so on.

Nigerians live and what being a Nigerian means to its
citizens. We have placed such a low premium on human life in this
country that life has become so cheap. In fact, my conviction is that
AIDS is not the deadliest disease in Africa; hunger holds the trophy
as the undisputed champion. One of the greatest threats to political
stability is not foreign interests as our leaders are wont to argue.
These so called foreign conspiracies would come to naught with a
citizenry that can see a reason to identify with the aspirations of its
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nation. Citizens will

reciprocate when government shows enough
concern for their welfare and well-being. So far, most of this is
lacking in the policy formulation of this nation, and no amount of
'sloganeering' can alter this feeling- of alienation. It is a tragedy that
this nation has not shown sufficient appreciation for the
performance of some of its best brains who have been. compelled to
market their brains to various research institutions outside this

country.
4.3. Seek to Understand the real issues

ofCorflict

Babangida years saw the most unprecedented upsurge in
religious and communal riots in the history of this nation. These
points of conflict need to be understood. Part of the explanation is
that the Babangida policies, populist as they looked, prepared a
ground for the emergency of Ted Gurr's relative deprivation theory,
There were so many possibilities as the endless donations showed;
and government tended to stone every problem with more and more
bundles of naira. Violence inadvertently seemed an attractive
investment for deprived communities. The absence of avenues for
interaction, the total lack of access to state resources and
opportunities in the bureaucracy except by military connections,
The

increased the anger and frustration of citizens. The riots of the last
ten years have essentially been a struggle against the state's

oppression but fought among victims against themselves. Yet the
military, which by its policies and seeming unwillingness to leave
politics has been the object and target of anger, has presented itself
as the solution to the problem.
4.4.

Define

the boundaries

of the Military

military incursion into our polity have been the
instigator of violence in Nigeria and the driving force
for instability. It is evident that many years of military rule have led
us to imbibe a military ethos.· Nigerians now act with military
aggression and give orders with immediate effect. Yet the military

Obviously,

the

most traumatic

Political Stability

80

...

the

Inevitability ofInstability

things with immediate
effect: banishing hunger, creating jobs, installing a viable
democracy, putting our economy on the tracks, etc. It is clear that
the anger of Nigerians against the military is running thin, and a

has been unable to do the most fundamental

resolution of the nature and character of these relations is necessary
to avoid our slide into chaos.
4.5.
It

Dealing with Corruption

and Instilling Merit

the great Professor Billy Dudley of happy memories who
said that if you ask people who have been taught how to play

was

once

play chess, they are likely to make the
same moves in chess as in draughts. He concludes that in the end,
what you have is neither a game of draughts nor chess. In a way, we
have fused militarism, feudalism and a sprinkling of politics and
democracy. The first two are theoretically antagonistic to democracy
and yet we are pretending that they can successfully bring forth the

draughts

to

suddenly begin

to

third!

importantly, corruption remains the most invidious obstacle
stability in Nigeria both under the military and the civilians. It
shows.no sign of being abetted, and yet without a conscious effort at
dealing with it, our talk of political stability remains in the main, a
mirage. There is corruption in every political system in the world as
long as politics remains an activity of human beings. What is
necessary is the will by the leadership to instil minimum standards of
decorum and morality. It is now commonly argued that in those
days, Nigerian contractors were famous for offering ten percent to
those in government before they are awarded contracts. Today,
Nigerian contractors are awarded contracts and they end up doing
only ten percent of the job and use ninety percent for themselves
and their collaborators. Such an environment is intrinsically hostile
to political stability, to say the least, because unless you decisively
deal with these cankerworms, no government policy can be
adequately executed. We are moving forward in reverse gear!
More

to
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81

of Law

have not been serious about the rule of law in

this country. A rather selective approach to the issues of justice does
no good to the intricate problems of ensuring justice in a fragile

polity such as ours. It is evident that for many a Nigerian, the
popular belief is that justice is a commodity that is at best a cash
and carry commodity or at worst, an auction that goes to the
highest bidder. The judiciary is hamstrung, but at the same time, it
remains the only succour for the ordinary person. Citizens on the
other hand must become more aware of their responsibilities and
rights under the law. Without the rule of law, justice is in chains and
political stability remains in serious jeopardy. Government must seek
to ensure that it respects the judiciary by obeying its rulings all the
time, not selectively. It is the only way we can have integrity in the
judiciary. The judiciary on its own part must realize that sacrificing
professionalism for political expediency is a mortal sin.
4.7.

Encauragefreedam afSpeech

freedom, some people tend to
authority by encouraging lawlessness. This
is only when freedom is exercised in an irresponsible manner, and
It is

a

pity

that when

we

talk of

to

make

think that it undermines
there

should

be

laws

those

who

do

so

pay.

The

responsibility of government is to ensure that there are institutions
on the ground to guard against reckless expression or application of
freedom. To create an environment around which people fear to
express their views openly is to preserve chaos and evil in an
incubator. Their bottled up anger and frustration will fmd expression
in other forms of violence, and a little incident provides a spark.
F fee speech enables a government to share its responsibilities when
decisions have been made and mistakes

are made. In any case, we
need many voices of reason in fighting the war for our national
integrity. I still insist and believe that as long as a media house is

shut without the order of
is

being perpetrated

this country,
and the rule of law is threatened. If
a

court of law in

an
a

illegality

citizen of
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!his nation is

victim

...

the

unjust
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detention

if it is for

day,
prisoner suffers under inhuman
conditions, it demeans us. Prisons are to help reform our brothers
and sisters. Perfection may not be attainable by humans, in any
society, but our leadership needs the courage to struggle to ensure
the. security and well being of all our citizens. Prayers are said for
those in authority, not that they live long, but that they rule in justice
to ensure peace and harmony. It is the basis of the legitimacy of a
government and the condition for political stability.

we

a

have demeaned ourselves. If

5. Conclusion:

I have

it

an

that in

one

a

Inevitability ofInstability
Prospects.

argued

even

and Leadership:

theory, political stability

is

an

aberration if by

peaceful equilibrium and an
absence of any form of conflict. I have also argued that in principle,
conflict is not an enemy of progress. It is a sign of life and vitality. If
properly managed, its energy can enhance national growth and
hasten integration. In conclusion of this discussion therefore, I wish
to make a few observations which hopefully can form the basis of
we

mean

the achievement of

a

further discussion.

(a) Given the limited

nature of our

and the lack of experiences with
more

circumspect

in

our

historical view of where

experience with independence
democracy, I plead that we become

criticism of ourselves. We need to take
we are

coming from and how far

we

a

have

gone in the journey. Ifwe do this, we shall realise that although we
have squandered so many opportunities, we have managed to dream
some

good dreams. They may not

have been realised but

have the hwnility and the courage
mistakes and how.
case

in the real

Nigeria, fortunately

sense

we

should

to find out where we made

has not become

a

basket

despite the poverty, the
sang, 1[ dem drink our oil,

of the word because

wealth is still there. As Sony Oti once
Nigeria go survive'. We still have the oil and that

things:
ignore us despite their shenanigans. Green
Peace is demonstrating against the oil companies and their
environmental 'degradation in Nigeria, but there are more. serious
the West is net about to

means

two
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the corridors of power by oil companies for Nigeria!
problematic because the oil companies that are campaigning
across

Nigeria are doing so not because they love

us

but because

our

oil

is their economic oxygen. The task now is whether Nigeria can
really realise that we are into 'injury time' in this game. How much
of

the altar of economic

people's future can we sacrifice on
expediency? If we put our people first, then
our

criticism will threaten

no

amount of external

us.

argued that the problem of Nigeria is
that of leadership.
Leadership in Nigeria seems to be
environmentally friendly as it is evident from the extent of recycling
There

(b)

of

men

are

those who have

and women! There

are

also to blame for

those who feel that the citizens
culture of fatalism and

succumbing
by the nose without setting up
accountability for their leaders. The solution
to a

itself be led

here,

know that

Head of State and

letting

minimum standards of
is not

a

rise in the tone

of both sides because chaos will be the net result. As
we

are

we are

talking

very senior citizens including a former
of his most senior lieutenants are supposedly

some

one

still under house arrest and detention. How should past leaders be
treated in this country? Should we not lay down a certain degree of
moral standards? This is

leadership

important

in

in this country because

tended to be vindictive towards their

from the lack of continuity in

(c)
they

project

dealing with the problem of
Nigerian governments have
predecessors as it is evident

execution.

The citizens of this country are not helpless and one hopes that
will become more aware of their duties and responsibilities to

their nation. The

question we must continue to ask ourselves is,
being Nigerian mean to me? It seems that there is so
selfishness and concern with personal safety and security to

what does

much

a

the exclusion of the nature of the environment around
us

us.

Each of

quality of life we want our children
Nigeria is not just paying taxes and

must address the issue of the

to inherit.

Being

a

citizen of

levies to the state. We the followers must insist

on

what government

us, that is welfare and security.
( d) A vital part of the survival of any nation is the level of
participation of the citizens of the nation in the matters that concern
owes

them. This is

a

necessary

precondition for the

success

of any serious
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Nigeria, there is too much delegation of power by means
dubious to say the least. Who wins an election and how
does s\he win in Nigeria? Who contests an election and how does

policies.
that

In

are

Nigeria? Who votes and who decides who will vote
happen to the vote itself? Who decides who gets what

s\he contest in
or

what will

health

care

centre, school

social service? Politicians tend to

or

sacrifice the need of the greater part of society for their selfish
why political survival determines the awards of

interest. That is

and their

locations, thus undermining discipline. The
we practice cannot lead us to stability in
politics
any way. We engage in the politics of exclusion by drawing up
dubious conditions that exclude the majority of our people from
participation in planning their own future. When we ask contestants
for positions to pay deposits in thousands of naira, we are excluding
millions of their rights of participation. When we articulate political
programmes in languages and manner that exclude millions of our
people, we infringe their rights of participation. When we
impoverish so many by corruption and planlessness, we are guilty of
contracts

of exclusion that

the

politics

(d)

of exclusion.

The issue of human

years. It is not

a

for the past few
coincidence that this trend has become more

rights

combative with the climax of

has been with

us

reality is that this
agitational politics has occurred as a reaction to military repression
which seems to be a reminder of the agitations of pre- independence
days. The point is that there has been a lot of violations of human
rights as the unending arrests have shown. If we want to pursue the
objectives of establishing political stability, we must set in motion
that machinery that will make these agitations irrelevant. It is
auspicious to hear that now medical facilities are being made
available to prisoners as we heard from the Honourable Minister for
Internal, Affairs recently. But we must remember that his project is
almost ten years behind time and we can only guess the lives that
this delay has cost. The government must create an atmosphere that
will enable Nigerians walk tall, with dignity and without fear. Fear
military

rule. The

reduces the human person and undermines self confidence.

Matthew Hassan Kukah BETH 7:1-2, 1995

(e) The

of

reverse

which leads

us

politics

of exclusion is

the next item in

to

our

85

of

inclusion,

conclusion.

A most

politics

fundamental component in our conclusion in the search for political
stability is the theme of Reconciliation. The landscape of politics in
states has always been littered with corpses of political
and imagined. We are talking of the many victims
real
opponents
that litter the landscape as a result of our quest for a viable polity.

post-colonial

They include the victims of coups (widows, children communities),
unjust retrenchment or retirements. We cannot install a
permanent political structure without finding ways of dealing with
the grievances that exist in this country. Tragically, society is setting
in on itself as we witness the explosion of anger in armed attacks on
innocent citizens, the rise in hired assassins and those seeking
vengeance outside the legal framework. As one government seeks to'
immortalize itself at the expense of another, we must carefully work
out a way of eliminating lingering traces of bitterness and the quest
for vengeance. We know what has happened in places like
Nicaragua, the former Soviet Union or Argentina. Sincere
victims of

reconciliation is what

we

need to avoid the kind of mindless blood

that has

destroyed Angola, Mozambique and Rwanda. The
postponement of redress for injustice and the continued trampling
upon and the violation of human rights, the ritarginalisation of
letting

groups

or

communities from the mainstream of our national

these build up anger and
and wait for a tiny little

these

aggression, People
spark and a whole society
nurse

life, all

grievances

resorts to self

destruction.

only need to

We

chicken

can

Kokonba of

cause

ask whether in
a war

(as

reality for example,

the

case

the

price

of

a

of the Nunumba and the

quoting the Koran
(as
1987)" or whether the
price of suya can cause the havoc that was Zangon Kataf, or the
shooting of an airplane carrying a head of state as in Rwanda in
1994 These are the realities of life and it is not just here in Africa.
The killing of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 191� on its
own could not have started a world war; but it was the spark that
ignited burning and buried anger and frustration.
alone

..

Ghana),

can cause a

riot

or

whether the issue of
in Kafanchan in
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lot of courage on the part of a leader for national
reconciliation to take place. The resolution of June 12th issue is not
It

requires

a

happen when one side believes it has won the lingering
impasse.' Dialogue remains the only viable option and it will remain
a part of our political landscape. Weare Nigerians first before we
became soldiers and politicians. Governments have set aside court
rulings and procedures as long as we can remember. In fact,
going

to

President de Klerk did not have to go back to the courts to set Mr
Nelson Mandela free. He realised that his freedom and that of his
nation

was

tied to the

imprisonment

of Mr. Mandela, We must find

other ways of resolving the crisis of June 12th. Whatever victories
we may win now may just be pyrrhic victories. This time, it requires
courage to act, and courage is strongest when it makes .itself
seemingly weak. This is what I believe as a Christian because it is

when

seemingly weak that we are in fact strong.
Finally, political stability needs economic stability. They must be
firmly rooted on a moral base. Nigeria should be thankful to God
we are

that it has weathered storms that many nations took far more years
to deal with. We have survived the conflicts engineered by ethnicity,
civil war, religion, communal differences, etc. If the
Soviet Union had been less deluded and had the courage to go
through the issues of ethnic and religious identities, they will not

regionalism,

have the kind of

explosions that have occurred in that area. Had the
experienced civil war, things would have been different
last year. Had we not fought a civil war, June 12th would have led
to civil war; but thank God, we have crossed that bridge. One hopes
Rwandans

therefore that

we can

in

and

perspective
we, the people,

put the various convulsions that

move

will be

more

next time. This is the way to

we

have had

lesson, it is that
vigilant in securing our political gains

ahead. If June 12th has

one

greatness. I conclude by restating that

only get better for us. But let us have the courage to be
pursuit of righteousness and justice. Let the prayer of
st. Augustine be the prayer of Nigeria when he said: a God, I do
not ask you to shelter me from temptations and tribulations, I only
askyoufor the grace and courage toface them. Amen.

things

can

sincere in

our
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ENDNOTES

presented by Father Matthew Hassan Kukah at the National
Image, at State House Kaduna, 7-9 June, 1995.

o. Full text ofa paper

Seminar on National

presidential election in Nigeria was supposed to have been
by Chief M.K.O. Abiola; but that election was annulled by the Babangida
military administration.
2. The June 12 1993

won

