PART IV
THE CONSOLIDATION PERIOD

"The missionaries should be mainly
lasting

work has

when

to

initiators,

for the

be done by the Africans themselves

they become Christians

and Apostles".

(Cardinal Lavigerie)

CHAPTER VII
The Local Church
Local Clergy take Command
Local Congregations

Mombasa

Mission

The missionary

is

bring the good

it

one who

is

on the move. His

he believes,

newsof salvation through Jesus Christ

to places

has not yet been heard; to establish the Church; to nurture

begun by him.

.

and then move on

.

but stays on the invitation of the

to pastures

new

to

is

where

and bring

it

it

which will carry on the good work

to maturity; to establish a local clergy

order,

new.

If

he does not

move on

he takes a place backstage or

wings out of the limelight; he relinquishes the role of driver and takes

in the

a

task,

back

aging father hands over the running of the

seat; the

home

to his

children knowing that in his old age they will look after him: Mtoto hawezi

kumdharau baba yoke

(a child cannot despise his father) is a

Kenyan

saying.

we

If

the

accept the Church as being the totality of the People of God, then

Church

in

Kenya has been

local

from the

start,

beginning with the

baptisms. In this sense the localisation of the church in

slow
that

Kenya got

first

off to a

indeed but was this not to be expected? Naturally there was fear

start

becoming a Christian was making too great a break with

traditions

handed down from time immemorial. The acceptance of the new religion

meant giving up
of having

many

traditional sacrifices

and

rituals, relinquishing the benefits

wives, saying "Goodbye" to the exciting beat of the lively

dances which were condemned by the early missionaries as dangerously
immoral, leading to disorders, as the Bura Journal euphemistically puts

What

advantages had the

new

religion to offer

allurement of an overnight Utopia, and

ways were

best.

of change.

Many

their military

advertising

However, the

First

if

not

anyway? Could

why embrace

services and at the

Not only

that,

most

payment

British Press

for

began

The

the obvious advantages of

had provided education, but

Now

it

-

life.

had been more

the mission schools

with the times and offered a wider curriculum of studies and they
to attract

more

pupils.

The education they dispensed involved,

cases, the acceptance of their religion.

after class of pupils accepted

many

in part

more advantageous and prosperous way of

the start the missions

began

No, the old

but they brought the key to getting such skills

or less restricted to religion and the three R's.

moved

ensure the

as a settler's paradise with land "going for a song".

education, the key to a

From

Kenya

same time the

number of whites increased bringing with them
their skills.

it

World War brought about the beginning

British ex-soldiers got land in

Kenya

it?

it!

And

in

so year after year class

baptism and the Church grew numerically. In

cases parents sent their children to the mission schools not so
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much

The

to

become

many

become

Christians as to

fitted for a better

way

Church

Local

of life, and in time

of the pupils adopted this attitude themselves. This led to the

existence of nominal Christians - a phenomenon, indeed, not restricted to

mission countries! The rush for education increased after the Second World

War which opened
service in the

many young Kenyans who saw

the eyes of

army and returned with

overseas

of a world beyond the

stories

imagination and confines of the family or village boma. Gradually the mass

media was penetrating

now

homes of

into the

the average

read the newspapers and listen to the radio.

at the

seams and with

church

By 1990

rolls.

their fantastic

mark, becoming the largest church

The schools began

to burst

growth there followed a similar one in

Church

the Catholic

Kenyan who could

in

Kenya passed

in the country

the five million

.

ADMINISTRATION AND STRUCTURES
Here, however,

and

its

we

evolving structures;

we

more of

the administration of the

Church

are thinking of the running of the

Church

are thinking

being transferred from the hands of the founding missionaries to those of the

newly formed indigenous
geographical context as

Mombasa

formation.

1883 when

it

was

we

first

But

clergy.

in

us see

Mombasa

in its

it

going through the following stages of

became

part of an ecclesiastical jurisdiction in

see

part of the

newly erected Vicariate Apostolic of Zanzibar

which stretched from Cape Guardafui
Delgardo

let

first

in present

Mozambique, a distance of 1300

inland in the vast continent. In

1

day Somalia

miles, with

to

Cape

no boundaries

set

897 the portion of what had become British

East Africa bordering Lake Victoria, roughly Western Kenya today, was
entrusted to the Mill Hill Fathers as the Vicariate Apostolic of the Upper Nile,
later

becoming

that of

Kisumu. The year 1902 saw a further division around

Mount Kenya which became The
the Consolata Fathers. So
still

Vicariate Apostolic of Nyeri entrusted to

by 1902, Mombasa found

vast region, including the rest of present day

Zanzibar and Pemba and

still

called

1953 the hierarchy was established
ceased to

exist. It

Mombasa and

was divided

the islands

still

The
in

it

a smaller, but

Kenya and

the islands of

Vicariate Apostolic of Zanzibar. In

Kenya and the

Vicariate of Zanzibar

into the Archdiocese of Nairobi (to

which

belonged) and the Dioceses of Kisumu, Nyeri

and Meru. There was great rejoicing
declared

itself in

to be a diocese in its

own

in

right.
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Mombasa when
The

first

in 1955

Rome

bishop of the Diocese of

1

Mombasa

Mission

Mombasa

and Zanzibar, Bishop Eugene Butler CSSp, was consecrated

1957 and

installed

The

independence

by Archbishop John McCarthy, Archbishop of Nairobi.

up of

final slicing

in

territory

from Kenya.

came

Ecclesiastically

From

Africa,

Mombasa was now

it

own

its

territory of

its

an

into

to rest, so to

map

being a tiny speck in the original ecclesiastical
able to boast of

gained

was erected

Mombasa came

Administration Apostolic and the Diocese of
speak.

when Zanzibar

1963

in

of East

38,000 square

miles corresponding to the civil Coast Province, with a population of almost

1,300,000 people.

FIRST

KENYAN BISHOPS
Mombasa, Bishop Butler

After devoting twenty one years to

1978 because of

failing health.

African was welcomed

all

that his successor

home country

in Karatina,

in Nyeri in 1988.

man

clergy and laity as being a

was

retired in

to be

an

Mombasa was coming of age!
remained in Mombasa until his

over the diocese.

Bishop Nicodemus Kirima, born
transfer to his

The news

He made

his

mark on both

of prayer. His rule was a gentle and

sympathetic one. Under him great developments took place in the diocese as

we

shall see later.

Bishop Kirima's successor was Bishop John Njenga who had been Bishop
of Eldoret since 1970.

He

hailed from Tigoni in

1957. He was welcomed with open arms -

Mombasa

among Mombasa

Catholics

Mombasa had been raised to the

was shown during
Nuncio

to

literally!

-

in

at his installation in

Municipal Stadium on February 12th 1989. There was great

satisfaction

that

Limuru and was ordained

when

in

May

it

was announced

status of Archdiocese. Great

the installation of Archbishop

Kenya Clemente Faccani on July 29th

Ghost Cathedral. Such a step

1990

in the history of

recognition by

Rome of the role played by

hundred years

in

enthusiasm

Njenga by the Pope's Proin the

grounds of the Holy

Mombasa

is

indeed a mark of

Kenya's mother church during the

which her religious family was growing up

stage of maturity in which the Catholic Church in

Kenya

to reach the

finds itself today.

THE LOCAL CLERGY
The

first

Kenyan

priests to

Thomas Ke mango. That was

be ordained were Frs James Camisassa and
in 1927.
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At the coast

it is

well

known

that

The Local Church

everything

moves

slowly, and although other parts of the country

growth of a local clergy springing up

saw

its first

son of

it

was not

Mombasa

1961 that

until

saw the

diocesan priest ordained. This was Fr Isidore Onyango, a true

Mombasa, having been born and bred

shadow of Makupa

to the priesthood nurtured in the

met an untimely death

there and having his vocation

in a road accident in April

mission. Fr Isidore

1969 - the

of

first

many

of Mombasa's priests to die on Kenya's roads. Meanwhile, Fr Alois

Ngoma, from Ngerenyi, Wundanyi, had been ordained
second diocesan

belonged

was

still

priest,

and the

first

McCambridge was appointed
and installation of
lost

its first

When

formally erected in

when Mombasa
the Diocese

of

Fr Patrick

1955,

Administrator awaiting the nomination

its

bishop. Fr

McCambridge had

his priorities right

no time in opening a Diocesan Junior Seminary. St Mary's

Seminary, with Fr
Assistant opened

Thomas Roche

its

doors

at

intake of twenty boys. This

humble

Mombasa's

Onyango and Ngoma

their studies

of the Archdiocese of Nairobi.

Mombasa and Zanzibar was

and

Taita. Frs

had begun

to the old school as they

part

from

in 1963,

-

in

and Fr Edward Corcoran as

Standard Five Intermediate level to the

was

borrowed

Mwabayanyundo, Giriama.

as Rector

in

January 1957.

buildings
It

was also

Ministry of Education was concerned as

St

at

Its

first

beginnings were

Mission,

Michael's

started illegally as far as the

and neighbouring St George's

it

High School were opened before approval had been received. Many
anxious weeks and months went by until

its

existence was begrudgingly

accepted as a fait accompli by the government thanks to the diplomacy of

Fr William Jenkinson, the Diocesan Education Secretary. The seminary

moved

to

its

present site in Kwale Township in 1960 and over the years, as

well as preparing

many

pupils for the Senior Seminary,

it

built

up a

reputation as a secondary school second to none in the Coast Province.
is

interesting to note that the first priest to

was a member of the very

first

It

be ordained for the new diocese

intake in 1957. Fr

ordained in 1972 and from that date until today
ordination of forty diocesan priests. Side

by

Damien Manyatta was

Mombasa

has seen the

growth

side with this

in

vocations to the diocese there has also been a steady growth in vocations
to the missionary-religious life especially in congregations

working locally

such as the Holy Ghost and Consolata Fathers. The same
vocations to the Sisterhood, both diocesan
international

- Loreto,

Sisters of

- the

sisters

true of

of St Joseph - and

Our Lady of Africa and
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is

others.
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EXPANSION OF DIOCESAN PROJECTS
Growth

in

Mombasa was

the priesthood

not confined to the growth in vocations both to

and sisterhood. Bishop Butler

many diocesan

continued and strengthened

aegis of the Diocesan Secretariat

opened

and his successors

started,

projects, principally

under the

in 1976. In order to

meet the

growing needs of the diocese several departments were inaugurated
including the following: vocations, youth, development, education, religious

women's

education, communications,

confine their activities to
in the rural areas.

This

is

Mombasa Town

only but reached out to the people

true particularly in the field of religious education

as is seen in the diocesan-wide

work of the former R.E.A.R (Religious

Education Awareness Programme) which

Team. The same

Catechetical

These departments did not

affairs.

is

is

now

in the

hands of the Diocesan

true with the care of the sick. Several health

centres and dispensaries, mostly in the care of the Sisters of St Joseph,

up

all

grew

over the diocese.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
What was

said earlier of the slow start of the church in

phenomenal growth
hitherto half

also true of

is

Mombasa.

empty schools became

mushroom and

In the

new

full;

diocese looked for

fifties

and the

them

As

for education.

the

to increase, principally through the schools, the

more help from outside

its

confines. This help

personnel of both missionary orders (Consolata, Maryknoll,

Apostles of Jesus) and diocesan congregations: Sisters of

and the recently arrived

sixties

Catholic schools began to

surprisingly girls started flocking to

number of Catholics began

Kenya followed by a

Sisters

came

Mary

in the
Hill,

Mary Immaculate,

from Nigeria - Immaculate Heart, Daughters of

Divine Love and Handmaids of the Holy Child.

Day by

When

day,

week by week

Bishop Butler arrived

the diocese.

When

he

in

the

Church

Mombasa

retired the

in

Mombasa

continues to grow.

there were less than ten parishes in

number was well over

twenty, and today

it

stands at thirty five catering for 120,000 Catholics out of a total of 1,300,000

people.

A most important factor that has led to this growth of the Church all around
us was the introduction of Small Christian Communities, Jumuiya

Ndogo, as a result of the

AMECEA Bishops'
106

Meeting of 1979.

By 1983

Ndogo
several

The

^jj^h' hi

Star

of the Sea Secondary

School,

Local Church

n ^1 W*

Mombasa

small communities were in existence, and as the priests struggled with this

approach to

their ministry, the first firmly established

evidence here and there. After the usual slow
to

grow well

in the

town parishes and the

more baptisms and marriages,

start in

fruits

new

ones were already

in

such matters they began

of the venture began to show;

better attendance

at

the

sacraments of

reconciliation and eucharist, greater involvement of the faithful in church affairs

such as choir, scripture readings, sodalities

Loreto Convent Primary School,

Mombasa
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etc.

and greater lay leadership.
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A NEW

IMPETUS
made

All of these initiatives

Nicodemus

steady progress under the guidance of Bishop

Kenyan bishop of Mombasa Diocese. The

Kirima,first

Bishop, now Archbishop, John Njenga
of the Church
as

in 1989 gave a

new

impetus to the

He brought with him a wealth of experience from his

Bishop of Eldoret Diocese, and from the

start

arrival of
life

long term

showed himself to be a man

of action, one to get things done! The most striking aspect of this input has

probably been

of Catholic education and

the line

in

importance of teaching Catholic doctrine
already opened a

new

in the schools.

stressing

in

the

By 1990 he had

Catholic school - St Teresa's in Chaani,

Mombasa - as

well as helping to build up that of Sagala and the Catholic sponsored school
at

Ndavaya. Furthermore, to plan for the future and

to ensure the availability

of sufficient Catholic teachers, Dr Njenga established a Catholic Teacher
Training College

on

May
As

Bura.

at

It

opened

its

doors to the

first

intake of

1

20 students

14th 1990.

well as this the Archbishop, in his efforts to promote healthcare,

established several

new

dispensaries such as Kikambala,

Mtopanga and

several other places. Looking forward to the pastoral needs of the apostolate
in his archdiocese

he has had a second stream added to St Mary's Seminary,

Kwale. In view of

all

these projects

it

can be safely said that under the

leadership of Archbishop Njenga the future of

Mombasa

Archdiocese

is

looking bright.

DIOCESAN

ARCHDIOCESAN CONGREGATION OF THE

SISTERS:

SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH
The

final

week of Kenya's Centenary Year of

Faith

was one of

extraordinary witness to the strength, vitality and devotion of the Catholic

Kenya

Church

in

closing

Mass on Sunday August

lectures

and entertainments

today.

humble beginnings

to

Thousands of Catholics (estimated

its

all

at the

revolving round the growth of the Church's

prominent place

who took

30,000

12th) took part in liturgies, exhibitions,

which must have struck everybody
Religious Sisters

at

part.

is

in the

Kenya of

surely the large

The

fact

that

today.

One

thing

number of Kenyan

today there are ninety

congregations of Sisters in the country, whose juniorates and novitiates are
full to the

brim, points to the solidity of the faith in our midst. Very
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much

in

The

evidence
Joseph.

among

We

who were

these Sisters were the

Mombasa Archdiocesan

Local

Church

Sisters of St

concluded our section on the Precious Blood Missionary Sisters

responsible for the foundation of this congregation with their

own

words: "Grown as a branch of the Precious Blood Sisters, the redemptive

power of the Precious Blood

is

now

flowing through the prayer, sacrifice and

service of the St Joseph Sisters as a blessing for their fellow Africans in

Mombasa, Nairobi and

Kitui".

BEGINNINGS
When
think

Blood

the Precious

how

Sisters returned to

best to begin a congregation of

was instrumental

Bura

Kenyan

in

1925 they began to

Sisters. Sister

in getting together the first little flock of four girls

Rosaline

from

the

Juniorate at their convent at Riruta, Nairobi. These arrived in Bura in 1929.

They were followed by two more

the following year also

from Riruta. The

year 1931 saw four enter from St Austin's Mission, Nairobi and in 1932 the
first aspirants

from
to

from Bura

Sister Rosalina

become

joined. That

and she

in turn

was followed by

aspirants

went

to

Kenyans returned

Amadea who was

Our Lady of Kilimanjaro and became

to Bura.

Finding that they could not

settle

down,

all left!

FOUNDATION AND
this point there

speak.

Sister

However this congregation later decided to recruit Tanzanian girls

however, they

At

Meinrada took over

Moshi, Tanzania, with the intention of

joining the Diocesan Congregation of

only; the

Sister

the first Superior General of the St Joseph Sisters. In 1935 a

number of these
postulants.

same year

were

The superior of

NOVICES

FIRST

five postulants in Bura, hanging in

the mission, Fr Michael Finnegan

the Vicar Apostolic, Bishop John

congregation of local Sisters

W. Heffernan,

at

Bura.

mid

air,

so to

CSSp, approached

for permission to

found a

Permission being granted, the

Congregation of the St Joseph Sisters was founded on December 8th 1938
with Sister

Amadea

as the first superior.

Furaha kweli

is

the reaction in the

history of the Congregation submitted for this work.

The Novitiate opened on

December 15th 1939 with

all

professed and

became

were Mary Wanjiru

the

pillars

first

four novices,

of

whom were

later

of strength to the infant congregation. They

(later Sister

Mary, the only one of the four alive today);
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Anna Nyambura

Nyambura

Rosalia

General);

who was

(Sister Teresa

made

Martha). This group

Bishop Heffernan presiding

at

vows on December

the ceremony. Their

Mary - garden;

given as follows: "Sister

first

Sister Teresa

and Martha - kitchen

teacher; Sisters Joseph

the first African Superior

and Cecilia Tatu (Sister

Joseph);

(Sister

their first

become

to

to learn

how

8th 1941 with

appointments are

- primary school
to

cook European

food!" Apparently the latter two did not always understand the instructions

of the

German Precious Blood

Sisters teaching

them with

the result of the finished product of their cooking left

a fact that led to "scolding and penances!"

vows on

the Feast of the

that the tree planted in

The four

Assumption 1951 and we

Mombasa

now

is

the result that often

much

to

be desired.

.

Sisters took their final

are told:

"Thus we see

bringing great hopes for a lasting

future".

EARLY DIFFICULTIES
The

little

difficulties

congregation grew slowly but surely in spite of the

which

its

early

problems -

greatest

it

many

members encountered. Housing was one of

was

and overcrowded. "The

insufficient

their

Sisters,

novices and postulants shared one house of three rooms, one serving as the
Sisters'

bedroom, another as

as a dining

room". The daily

porridge and a

little

and postulants and the third

that of the novices

food was poor -

".

.

.porridge for breakfast, stiff

cabbage for lunch, and supper was cassava and porridge.

They got meat on Sundays, just a piece". Another problem was
suitable spiritual books. Fr
spiritual director,

sets

they had

little

to offer.

at

that

who became

Ndanda and

the

of getting

the Sisters'

White Fathers

But among what we did get were

of three volumes of Rodrigues in Swahili!" Another unfortunate

element of those early days
citizens, being
little

Fitzgerald,

wrote to the Benedictines

in Tabora, "...but

two

Edward

is

that the Sisters felt that they

cooks and dhobies

more The extraordinary thing

resulting loss of

many

to the
is

were second class

missionary Fathers and Sisters and

that in spite of these hardships

potential vocations, the infant congregation,

and the

under the

wise guidance of Sister Amadea, drew a spiritual strength which was to be

one of

their characteristics thereafter.

to their prayer life

we
all

and very simple

are told: "They were very faithful

in their life style.

get the spirit of our congregation
for the service of

We
-

God".
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By

looking back at them

simplicity, service

and prayer.

. .

and

The

Local

Church

A NEW DAWN
1957 saw the end of the dark night of the soul of these early years of
hardship with the arrival of Bishop Eugene Butler CSSp, the
the

Bishop of

first

newly erected Diocese of Mombasa and Zanzibar which had been cut off

from the Archdiocese of Nairobi.
by the conditions

money

getting

in

which

On

his first visit to

the Sisters were living.

to establish a

He

Bura he was appalled
immediately

set

about

proper Mother House. Fr Gerry Foley, Principal

of Taveta Trade School, was put in charge of the project, and this was to

be the beginning of a long association between Fr Foley and the future
building projects of the Sisters.

The new Mother House was ready

December 1960, and remains so today although

Mombasa

Kafoka,

House

A

in 1982.

the Generalate transferred to

beautiful oratory

was added

to the

Mother

in 1971.

January 1961 was a great date for the Sisters.
place during which the

one of the
elected

first

founding four -

Sister Teresa

- Sr Martha Tatu and

years of her

life to

Amadea

A

canonical election took

African Superior General was elected. She was

Mistress, a post hitherto held

Sister

in

Sister

by

Nyambura. Two

assistants

were also

Agnes Makumbo who became Novice

Sister

Amadea. Having given twenty

five

founding and nourishing the Congregation of St Joseph,

retired to enjoy a well deserved rest.

"No

doubt",

we

read in

the historical notes of the Congregation, "the Sisters of St Joseph, especially

those privileged to be trained by her, will

remember with

gratitude her

humility and kindness, her spirit of prayer and her unlimited patience during
those early traumatic years".

Thanks
spiritual
life.

new

to these

leaders and to the continued help

-

financial,

and moral - of Bishop Butler, the congregation got a new lease of

"So within a year there were great improvements

in all aspects

was very much improved". Bishop Butler was responsible
Teresa and Sister Marietta
course which gave

them

Mkawughanga overseas

for a

. .

.

life

for sending Sister

two year upgrading

a solid grounding for future administration. This

policy of sending Sisters abroad for further studies and training in various
fields has

home

been continued by Bishop Kirima and Archbishop Njenga. Back

Sisters

started

going to secondary schools and teacher training

colleges, mingling with their classmates, participating in the school

college activities (one

Mombasa Municipal

remembers

and

Sister Florence throwing the javelin in the

Stadium!) and enjoying every minute of it. "Due to the
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changes of management and the day
got a 'new look' which attracted

was

the building of the

new

to

day running of the Congregation,

many

Another milestone

girls to join us".

Kwale beside

novitiate in

we

the Junior Seminary.

This opened in 1973 with thirty eight novices. The Sisters were most
fortunate in getting a full time chaplain in the person of Fr James Griffin,

and

James Lynch and Edward Corcoran.

later on, Frs

Nyambura who had

Sister Teresa

was followed by

Sister

heights.

gentle

way

else.

life,

1973
her

until

spiritual welfare of the Sisters

She went from convent to convent seeing how

lived their spiritual
in Nairobi

few years

in the

to

spurred the Congregation on to greater

"She was more concerned about the

than anything

instructing and advising them".

the Sisters

She opened houses

and Kitui, saw that as many Sisters as possible got secondary

more than anything

education, and

was a

Agnes Makumbo who,

own

death in 1978, in her

from 1961

led the Congregation

living

else,

by her calm and peaceful presence,

example of one united closely

to Christ

-

a living inspiration to

her fellow Sisters".

These two pioneering Kenyan Superiors were followed by other stalwarts Sister Marietta

Mkawughanga (1978-1983); Teresa Mutio (1983-1988) and the

present Superior General Sister Angela Loko.
the Congregation has
it

grown

Under

"in age and grace before

their inspired

guidance

God and men" until today

numbers over 150 professed members. The St Joseph

Sisters are to

be found

teaching in kindergarten, primary and secondary schools, nursing
dispensaries, involved in social work,

in

engaged in administration, agriculture

formation and secretarial posts. Thirty two are engaged in further studies or
training of

one kind or another both

at

home and

abroad.

.

.

and the future

is

assured with an enrolment of sixteen novices and six postulants.

The Apostolate of the

St Joseph Sisters

is

described as follows in their

own

words:

The aim of our Congregation

We

show

this

in

evangelising people

different

is

evangelisation

-

to

make

ways depending on our work.

by doing our work well

Teaching catechism to children

known.

We aim

at

for the Glory of God, and for the

uplifting of the standard of living of the ordinary person.
1.

Christ

in school,

women

We

do

in villages,

this

by:

men

in the

mission after work or in the villages in community groups; giving teachers

more

religious

them

to

knowledge and strengthening them

know how

to pass

on the Good News

their schools.
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as Catholics, helping

to the children they teach in

The

Mother House, Bura
2.

-

Local Church

I960

Social Work:

While giving

religious instruction, the sisters see the condition of the

people they deal with. In the case of poor or sick people they help them on
the spot if they can, otherwise they direct

them

to our dispensaries

where

they can get free or cheap medicine depending on the person's situation.

The

Sisters also take care of orphans, thus helping to preserve the life of

many

babies whose mothers die after giving birth. They also try to help

prostitutes
3.

by teaching

crafts

by which they can make a

living.

Teaching in schools; helping in small Christian communities and
sodalities.

Novitiate,

Kwale

-

1972
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4.

Nursing.

5.

Secretarial occupations

6.

Farming

7.

Home
Our

it

Science

institutions.

Sisters take

aims

at

up any apostolate which

is

life

provided

helping people. Through the love and devotion which the St Joseph

apply to their apostolate as outlined above they render an immense

Sisters

service to the faithful of the Archdiocese of
is

appropriate to our

Mombasa

for

which the Church

thankful.

OF MARY IMMACULATE

SISTERS
The
in

Sisters of Mary

1977

sufficiently large

house

pioneers were Sister

Leah

Sister

Immaculate of the Diocese of Nyeri came

at the request of

Bishop Butler. They were fortunate

in the

Tononoka area without much

Mary Florence Wangare,

to

Mombasa

in getting a

difficulty.

The

a primary school teacher and

Githiori, a catechist. Sister Florence started teaching at Sparki

primary school and Sister Leah

Changamwe

at

nursing Sisters Rose Muthoni and Rose

nursery school. The

Mumbi

first

arrived in 1978 and they

promptly opened a dispensary. Before long they saw the need for a maternity

home but owing
until

1982

to red tape in the Ministry of Health offices they

to get

under way. That same year, Fr Thomas Barron

Parish asked for Sisters. Sister Angelica Wanjiku
instructress

had

was

at

to wait

Shanzu

appointed as a tailoring

and Sister Euphrasia Nyakio as a primary school teacher. Their

job description was as follows: "The two Sisters will help the local people
with Maendeleo ya Wanawake, catechetical work and

which are necessary
go

we

try to

secretarial

people.

new

do our best

work and

We

work and

in a

foundation".

in pastoral

The

Sisters tell us:

work by

other activities

"Wherever we

nursing, doing social and

other activities that enable us to bring God's love to the

entrust ourselves to our Blessed

all

all

Mother who

will bless us, our

those working with us".

SISTERS OF THE

IMMACULATE HEART OF

MARY MOTHER OF
The Bishop of

CHRIST

Eldoret, Bishop

Sisters for his ever

John Njenga,

growing diocese, turned
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in his search for religious

to Nigeria

where there were

The

many

flourishing congregations

transfer to

work

Mombasa, he

are:

was founded

"The

The

in Onitsha.

training of girls

and

in

his

come and

1937 by Archbishop Charles

specific apostolic

women

Church

On

the Catholic Ibo people.

invited three Nigerian Congregations to

here. This congregation

Heerey CSSp

among

Local

aims of the Congregation

for marriage

and other sacraments; the

education of children in schools; the special care of the sick in hospitals,
dispensaries and orphanages; and any other

work of

charity in keeping with

our constitutions". The Congregation grew rapidly and being missionary in
character,

Algeria,

many

of

its

Kenya and

members now work

Italy. In

Iheanacho Mwaoguriguri
Sedes teaches
a catechist in

in

at the

Kongowea

Ghana, Sierra Leone,

time of writing Sister Vitalis

attached to the Archbishop's House; Sister

Kongowea Primary School and

Sisters with fifty novices

up

is

Mombasa

in Nigeria,

parish.

Today

Our

is

hundred professed

in this society.

Spirit is humility;

Jesus through Mary', and our charism

Luciana Wanyahoro,

there are over five

and forty postulants

their apostolate as follows:

Sister

Mary

The

Sisters

our motto

"The Compassion of

is

sum

'All for

Christ'

".

THE CONGREGATION OF THE DAUGHTERS OF DIVINE LOVE
The Daughters of Divine Love Congregation was founded by Bishop
Godfrey Okoye, Bishop of Enugu,

in 1969. It is a congregation

combines contemplation and apostolic
hundred professed
It

activity".

Sisters, eighty novices

It

numbers about four

and a good number of postulants.

has houses in Cameroun, Gabon, Sierra Leone, England,

Rome.

In

Chaani

in

Mary

Kenya

it

Germany and

has houses at Kiminini in Eldoret, opened in 1988, and

Mombasa opened

Basil

"which

Nwoke and

in 1989. In

Sister

Teresa's Catholic Girls'

Mary

Mombasa

the pioneers were Sister

Olivia Agbakoba, both teaching in St

School, Chaani.

The

Sisters

tell

us that their

apostolate embraces education, catechetics, medical services, social work,

parish assistance and vocational training. "Our motto

Nos - The love of

is

Christ urges us on and our charism

Caritas Christi Urget
is

a generous loving

response to Divine Love Incarnate".

CONGREGATION OF THE HANDMAIDS OF THE HOLY CHILD JESUS
Thanks

to the Inspiration of Sister

Charity, this Congregation

Mary Charles Walker, an

Irish Sister

was founded by Bishop James Moynagh
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of

S.P.S. in

Mombasa

1937

Mission

Calabar, Nigeria.

at

dedicated to the service of
glory of

God by

known and

own

"Our congregation" we

are told,

God and humanity and aims

"is

promoting the

at

bearing witness to the charity of Christ, making him better

loved in our active apostolate thus providing for the members'

salvation and greater perfection.

of our consecrated

life

which we

Our primary apostolate

foster

is

the witness

by prayer and penance.

work and we cooperate with

dedicated to apostolic

all

in educational,

first five Sisters

by a second group

We

to individual ability

are

and aptitude".

arrived in Eldoret in October 1988, and were followed

who came

to

Bura on

May

14th 1990, namely, Sisters

Okwuo, Rosemary Chiemeke and Agnes N.Nnodi. They

Patricia

are

medical and social apostolates as well as catechetics

and domestic works according

The

We

God's people in

building the local church and participating in her pastoral work.

engaged

totally

are

members

of the staff of the newly opened St Mary's Teacher Training

College

Bura.

at

The Congregation's present and
(a)

To cooperate with

future plans in

Mombasa

are as follows:

work of

the local Church in the Archdiocese in the

evangelisation.
(b)

To promote vocations

many

Sisters of

Kenyan

to

have

will dedicate their lives to the

work

to the religious life.

nationality

of evangelisation in Kenya.

who

The Congregation

is

Their aspiration

is

international with

members

from Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Cameroun, Togo, Kenya, England and
they plan to have houses in Europe, America and other parts of Africa.

SOURCES
Historical Notes submitted by the congregations of Sisters.
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Epilogue

EPILOGUE
"The Kingdom of Heaven", Jesus
took and sowed in his

grown
air

is

it

sower of

by

shelter in

this tiny

others,

some

and unwritten

its

seen, Fr
as

was

tells us,

the seed
is

the seeds, but

and becomes a

all

tree,

man

it

has

so that the birds of the

Israel.

He was

first

followed

in the history annals.
in

Mombasa and

consequently Kenya was, as

that of the early missionaries for

and day while he

"...night

many

a long year. But, as Saint

when he

(the sower) sleeps,

starts to

we have

was dipusillus grex - a tiny flock

sprouting and growing - how, he does not know.

is

Mark

awake,

And when the crop

reap because the harvest has

come"

4).

This short history of the Church in

Mombasa has been

an attempt to follow

hidden and slow, then gaining momentum, and eventually

that growth, at first

reaching a very visible and formidable harvest.

We

shared the feelings of our

early missionaries as expressed in their invaluable journals;

hardship, their frustrations, their near despair, but also their
in

when

outstanding like Paul and Francis Xavier, others very ordinary

Alexander Le Roy CSSp. His, indeed,

is

all

branches" (Matthew 13). Jesus Himself was the

ready he loses no time; he

(Mark

smallest of

seed in the equally tiny country of

Our own sower here
-

mustard seed which a

field. It is the

the biggest shrub of

come and

said, "is like a

We

God's providence which kept them going.

the local church,

evidence in

solidity

its

and

vitality.

The numbers of the

faithful

shared their

faith

and

trust

have seen the emergence of

These two characteristics were

Mombasa during the final week of the Kenyan

celebratrion.

we

deep

who

attended

in

church's centenary

Mass every day

in the

municipal stadium in the heat of the day, their devotion, the periods of silence
after the reception

in the singing

of Holy

Communion were awe

and responses during the

inspiring; their participation

liturgies; their

vigelegele; their attendance at the afternoon lectures

sheer joy echoed in their

and exhibitions -

all this

could leave nobody in doubt as to the depth of their faith and their sense of
fulfilment in

it.

Add

raised altar around

to this the splendid

thronged with Kenyan

numberless Sisters

surrounding the

which the Kenyan Hierarchy offered daily Mass (only two

were unable to be present on the
altar

pomp and ceremony

.

.

.

final day);

priests,

add also the pavilion behind the

seminarians, brothers and seemingly

and what have you got? You have a local church which

has arrived and moreover which

is

moving ahead
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rapidly.

