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"The military chaplains must make a
possible after demobilisation.

Germany, where, secluded

I

in

am

retreat as soon as

beginning mine here

in

camp, apart from

all

the

interference from the civil population, without

preoccupations,

my

Jesus,

have leisure for meditation and

I

Lord and

of love for you that
unite

my

sacrifice

and which you
It is

any

my
I

God,

am

it is

special

silence.

for your glory and out

undertaking

this retreat. Please

with the one you offered on Calvary

still offer

up every day on

the sacred altar.

obvious that because of his availability for whatever

God

was able to carry around the
silence of the cloister within him in the depths of his heart.
And so, on 20th May 1919, a new chapter opened in his life.
In Paris once more, Fr. Brottier met again his illustrious
and dear friend, Bishop Jalabert, who had come from Dakar
wanted

of him, Daniel Brottier

to recruit

new

missionaries for Senegal after an absence from

France of five years.

hastened to

tell

him

And what

all

the latest

a reunion

it

was! The bishop

news about the

mission, and

Daniel recounted the extraordinary adventures of the "lucky

He had

seen so many soldiers and officers fallen,
had gone through his great-coat without
touching him; he was obviously the object of a miraculous
protection, but thanks to whom and for what purpose he had
no idea. There was a moment of silence. Bishop Jalabert
opened his breviary and took out a double image of
chaplain"

.

yet a bullet
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St.

Therese of the Infant Jesus; between the two pages lay a

photograph of Daniel, with the words, 'Tittle Sister, look
after my Father Brother". The bishop broke the silence. "She
is the one who obtained the miracle of your protection".
Daniel wrote later, "These words were immediately an
overwhelming revelation to me. It all meant that the work I
was about to do was desired by Little Saint Therese".
Together with Bishop Jalabert, he set about moving heaven
and earth to get the necessary funds for the "African
Memorial". The donors were generous, and the two
venerable missionaries with their long white beards enjoyed
enormous prestige everywhere they went. Father Brother
wrote to Bishop Jalabert, " I believe that if we really want to
build at Dakar, which will become in a few years time one of
the most beautiful commercial ports in the world, a
monument worthy of the twin ideas of religion and
patriotism, then we must move patiently, and be prepared
for a long drawn-out affair, not working just to solve a few
local problems, but to erect the cross on a pedestal which is
to be handed down to posterity". Later he wrote, "Now, little
subscription leaflets, it is time for you to be off! You carry
messages of experience and charity!
You carry with you
the blessing of the founder of this project".
The Bishop made his final visit to Rome, and then got
ready for his return to Senegal, leaving behind him his
ardent manager with all his lists of donors. On the evening of
his departure, a terrible storm erupted over the whole of
France. In the Gulf of Gascony navigation was perilous and
the wind raged furiously. At three o'clock in the morning of
12th January, Jalabert's ship went straight to the bottom with
a total of 463 drowned and only thirty-six survivors. The
.

40

.

.

DAY FIVE
bishop and

all

his

-

PURIFICATION OF SPIRIT

missionaries disappeared below the

waves. The only thing found on the beach of Soulac in
Gironde was the sodden breviary of Bishop Jalabert with the
plan of the African Memorial inside

hands of Father Brother,
to be carried out.

What

a terrible ordeal

for Daniel!

these

when

.

.

.

considered

it

as a sacred trust

and what an immense

sacrifice

life;

and
God even

of his friend: courage to face the events

confidence to welcome the plans of

they disorient us! All through his correspondence of

this time, there is a sense of

had

This came into the

"Confidence and courage!" Daniel remembered

words

losses of

who

it.

just

come back from

being haunted by the past.

He

and he had

a heroic adventure,

His personality,

fallen into the platitudes of daily existence.

it

shadow over everybody he met"!
In addition, he was missing Africa, but the state of his
health forbade any return there. He was overwhelmed with
sadness. "What will become of me? What use am I to
anybody? Am I not just a burden on people? Why does Our
Lord seem so far away? What use am I even to him?" At the
age of forty-four, these were the questions plaguing him and
draining his moral energy. "Emotions become weaker, reality
was

said, "... cast a

appears in

all its

starkness, the soul suffers

separate us from those
in
it

we

once

union with the divine will
to face

up

of the soul

all

knew

.

.

.

.

.

.

the years

but the soul seeks

the graces

which

will allow

to life". Daniel was going through the dark night
where everything he was and everything he did

got thrown into question.

Nevertheless, his soul remained at peace, leaning as

it

did

on the strength of the one who had sent him. "If I should
walk in the valley of darkness, no evil would I fear: you are
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there with your crook

and your

staff,

with these you give

comfort" (Ps.23). In his night of the soul, Daniel

me

knew that he

was under the protection of God's crook and staff, and
abandoned himself cost what it might to Providence. He
wrote, "What should never happen at any price, is to have in
oneself any anxiety against the confidence which we must
have in Providence. After all, it is for the glory and for the
interests of the Master that we are working; and if there are
some tribulations and problems, let us not let them bother
us."

"Do everything humanly
prudence and
fact,

Providence look

after the rest ... In actual

we? Nothing but wisps of straw ready to be
here and there by the breezes of the divine will".

what

carried

let

done with

possible that has to be

are

The example

of Fr. Brother

is

those engaged in the apostolate.
cross so that

we

can bear

certainly to the point for

Our Lord

fruit in the

attaches us to his

mission with him.

It is

always important to take care of "the enlightened eyes of the
mind" (Eph. 1:18) in order to discover in events the
occasional providential ordeal.

By welcoming

it

we

ourselves at the disposition of God, in a truly
attitude, following his

own

example.

We

live

leave

humble

everything

literally in his school.

Certainly,
this

by

many

nobody

is

nearer to us than Jesus.

He has shown

his complete self-surrender in his Incarnation

gestures of love throughout his

completely other.

God

is infinite,

weak and miserable

life.

But he

and the
is

almighty, the Creator;

also

we

Each time that he
comes a little nearer to anyone, night must first of all fall on
that soul during which the Holy Spirit purifies it of its last
worldly attachments in order to allow the Trinity to take up
"its abode" in it (Jn. 14:23). It is of the utmost importance to
are only
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welcome this night in the certainty that it is a choice grace
which will prepare the soul for a new invasion on the part of
God.

Prayer
Dear Father Brother,
I

occasionally experience these indispensable purifications

during

my

apostolic service

valuable for me.

them

in faith

how to live

I

and

and

ask you to help
rest in

I

me

know
so that

confidence because

through them

like

you,

Spirit.
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that they

I

I
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can welcome

want

full of fidelity to

to

know

the

Holy

