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Mow does a modern Jew see Jesus?

Francis Libermann's conversion

Jewish movement towards Jesus dating to
the mid-decades of the 19th century in France. Born in Saverne in
eastern France in 1802, Francis Libermann was the son of the local
to Christianity belongs to a

As

he was meant to succeed him. But
•^^^m he left the ghett6, he drifted into fashionable French atheism.
The light came with a copy of St John's Gospel in unpointed Hebrew
^
Witicli a fellow student asked him to translate.
Baptized a Catholic on Christmas Eve 1826, Libermann decided to
study for the priesthood in the Paris diocese. He went on, however, to
found a missionary society. This he subsequently merged with the
Holy Ghost Congregation. Libermann wrote this commentary in 1840
while awaiting papal approval for his mission initiatives.
.Libermann's devotion to Jesus was intense. He saw him as the Holy
One of Israel ia human flesh. Everything a devout and zealous Jew
feels about his God is experienced by Libermann in his relation with
Jesus. For him, he is the Messiah, the Saviour. To know him is to live.'
Everything else in life must be subordinated to this adoring and loving
relationship. That relationship is real, reciprocal, communicative,
implying immediate and mutual knowledge. The knowledge brings
him, like Moses before the burning bush, to his knees before the
mystery of God revealed to his loving gaze.
the Gospel of St John for Francis Libermann was not a book about
past but about the way he and every Christian called to faith can relate
to the One True God made flesh in Jesus Christ.
rabbi.

his father's favourite son,
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