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UNITING CONTEMPLATION

AND ACTION

On

November 1923 Fr. Brottier entered the Work for
the Apprentice Orphans of Auteuil, for he had been
named its director by his Superior General, Archbishop Le
Roy. On 22nd he wrote, "I arrived in Auteuil yesterday,
and the situation both moral and financial is
21st

satisfactory.

Why was

he so euphoric, given that the organisation had
only recently been confided to the Spiritans by the
Archbishop of Paris because of its decline? Fr. Brottier
himself answered the question in the Auteuil Courrier: "We

now at the end of November 1923. A new director has just
arrived. He is of the opinion that the situation is worrying.
But since his chiefs have sent him to a new battlefield, he will
are

organise the fight to the best of his

ability,

trusting that

Providence will suggest the ideas which will permit him to
continue the work of his valiant predecessors ... In fortyeight hours the thought came to him to construct a chapel

more

suitable for the project,

and

to dedicate

it

to Therese of

He had

already promised to "render her
and she was going to enter Auteuil
hand with him through the main gate
what

the Child Jesus!"

particular gratitude",

hand

in

.

.

.

happiness!

He
the

sat

down

at his

Mother Prioress

desk and wrote the following

of the

Carmel of
45

Lisieux:

letter to

FIFTEEN DAYS OF PRAYER WITH BLESSED DANIEL BROTTIER

November 1923

Paris, 21

Dear Reverend Mother,

want to make sure that my first act, my first letter will be
to the Carmel of Lisieux, for Blessed Therese of the Child
Jesus. I have had a particular devotion to Blessed Therese.
My intention, on arriving at Auteuil, is to place my dear
orphans under her protection, and that is exactly what I am
now doing. I would like to instal a beautiful statue to replace
the present statue and I know a new statue is coming. But
that is not sufficient. I have another idea which I want to
place before you, seeking at the same time your advice.
The chapel we are now using is too small, is quite ugly and
I

is

not capable of serving as a chapel of ease for the large

parish in which

we

are placed, because

middle of our buildings.

I

would

it

is

right in the

like to construct a

new

one,

giving out onto the road, spacious and beautiful, which

could be used both by our orphans and parishioners living
nearby, and
In fact

it

wish to dedicate it to Blessed Therese.
be the first church dedicated to her within

I

will

am convinced that Blessed Therese would love
to look after my orphans, and receive in their presence the
homage of the people of Paris, who could not fail to come in
Paris

.

.

crowds

.

and

I

to this sanctuary.

She herself will make sure

we

receive the thousands of francs necessary for the realisation

mother of these poor orphans
who have been confided to our care, and she will help us to
prepare them for life by doing good to others and practising
virtue. I dare to ask you to bring this our special intention to
of this plan, she will be the

the feet of the dear

little sister."
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Here we have a mysterious meeting between Daniel
Brottier and St. Therese. He would protect that in his heart,
in his privileged relations with her. "For some time I have
had a particular devotion to Blessed Therese. " He got down
to reading the Story of a Soul, in which Therese revealed her
famous Little Way. But in addition, he learned about the story
of her own soul, and he realised that what she lived in the
contemplative

life,

while he himself was living in the crucible

an extremely active apostolic life. He also, like her, wished
to be Love, deep down in the heart of the Church, his mother,
and he also was full of daring and confidence, based on his
relationship with his merciful Lord; for him as well, "only
love matters!" But in the light of this life of Therese, so
completely delivered over to God, he could see the gaps in
his own life; he felt himself called by God to allow himself to
of

me

be invaded by the same God. "Draw
to

you" he repeated

little

to

exactly

to carry to

what he

draw me

What she had written in the
which providentially had been confided

after herself.

exercise books,

him

on, Lord,

Rome
felt

was

for her canonisation, all that

in his

apostolic heart, namely, the

"The more the fire of love
be attracted to the
Lord." Look how the apostle and the Carmelite, one active,
the other contemplative, advanced together hand in hand.
And she will take the whole apostolic work under her wing!
attraction to the inferno of love.

embraces

my

heart, the

more

will souls

"I said to Saint Therese, that all of

were going

to set

us

who

are her friends,

about erecting as quickly as possible in

Paris, the heart of

France and of the world, the

dedicated to her.

seemed

it

to

first

I

to

first

understand that she would

be completed in the very year of her canonisation

Mass

church

therefore will be celebrated
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like
.

the

on the 25th December
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next (1925) in the

happened

new

chapel. "

And

that

is

just

what

Meanwhile, Therese had every day sent the
necessary funds and sustained Daniel both in his interior life
as much as in his immense apostolate! "Maybe my boys do
not pay sufficient attention to her but she is always involved
with them. She will be their little mother he used to say
with a smile on his face.
But Daniel Brottier had been practising interior
contemplation even before his encounter with Therese. With
Saint John, he could already say in the middle of his tornado
of an apostolate, that "What we have contemplated about the
Word of life, that is what we are announcing" (1 Jn. 1:1), and
following St. Thomas Aquinas, that the apostolate is
"contemplata aliis tradere", namely, to give to others what
one has contemplated. He was involved in a mystical way
particularly with a Carmelite nun who came from St. Louis
in Senegal (West Africa). He wrote to her, " My consolation is
to think that although I am struggling every day in the plain,
that other hands are raised towards the mountain of a
beloved Carmel, begging the Lord on behalf of the poor
combatant ... If the good God sends you a little heavy
suffering, do not be overly surprised, because a lot is at stake
.

.

.

,,

/

in this struggle."

His intimacy with Therese must have been crucial in the
darkness preceding his entry into definitive
habitual union with God, and was a providential grace
confirming him in the life he was already living. All the
giants of the apostolate were first and foremost great
spiritual

contemplatives. Ignatius of Loyola received his
Christ in the

little

call

chapel where he stopped with his

from
first

companions on his way to Rome, and in an ecstacy where
Christ even dictated to him the very name of the new Society
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Vincent de Paul,

super active,

who
to

left

anyone deserved it, could be called
his nuns the duty of practising the
if

highest contemplation.

The person I want to talk about now is called Mosca Da
Selva. She was a sculptress from the north of Italy who
looked on her amazing ability in the art of mosaic work as a
means to a magnificent apostolate. When the question arose
of putting a mosaic to Daniel Brother on the pillar at the
entrance to the basilica of Lisieux, she was the one chosen for
the job. Starting one autumn, she spent every evening,
despite the cold, alone for six months, in order to achieve her
chef d'oeuvre, and in order to identify herself with the

from

subject of her work,

whom

she

received the highest mystical graces.

had obtained, she wrote
rest".

Which means,

they are

first

of

all

discreetly

was convinced she had
As a sign of the gifts she
under the mosaic,

"at

that as far as apostles are concerned,

"at rest", in the mysterious

work

taking

place in their hearts.

Prayer
Dear Father Brother,
To myself also,
contemplation

be "at

may

rest", in

through

your intercession, in
Holy Spirit be given, to
the marvelous fruits of the

this grace of the

preparation for

However, more is the pity, I am all too ready to be
swept into action on my own initiative, instead of welcoming
the plan of God in the light of contemplation. I really must
spend more time listening to the Word; for Martha has all her
apostolate.

dignity,

but

according to

it

is

"Mary who has chosen

Our Lord

(Lk. 10:42).
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